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17  PREFACE* 

her  eventual  success^  and  some  proffnosticatedf  with 
the  most  determined  assertions f  her  eternal  suhjuga'^ 
f ion,  Yetf  in  the  space  of  a  few  gfiort  years,  how 
changed  is  the  scene  ! — so  ch4mg^9  that  even  our  most 
desponding  fitate^men  venture  to  look  forward  to  her  re- 
storation  to  her  ancietU  rank  am^ng  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe f  aiyi  to  her  resuming  that  rwik  accompanied 
with  feelings  <f  esteem  and  gratitude  to  Britain ; 
feelings  which^  in  future  political  connections^  may 
ultimately  fend  highly  both  to  the  political  welfare  and 
internal  comfort  of  each  country.  To  what,  then, 
has  this  wonderful,  this  extraordinary,  change  been 
owincj  ?  To  what,  indeed,  hut  to  the  liberal  and 
friendly  assistance  of  this  country  ; — to  the  gallantry 
of  our  troops,  and  to  4ke  consummate  skill  and  ap- 
proved  valour  of  him  who  has  so  frequently  led  them 
on  to  glory  !  During  the  whole  progress  of  this  ar* 
duaus,  this  almost  umequalUd  jooatest,  (he  goHaut 
Wellington  has  unequivocaHy  a^mdod  .grournds  for 
the  highest  fwnours  that  bis  Sover^gn  could  sho9ver 
down  upon  him,  or  his  grateful  country  could  bestow. 
He  has,  "by  his  example,  given  spirit  mid  enthusiasm, 
not  only  to  his  own  troops,  b^t  to  those  of  the  sister 
kingdoms  cfthe  Peninsula.     By  his  consummate  skill, 

•    »  ,  * 

indefatigable  exertions,  and  excellent  judgment,  he 
has  foiled  the  best  Generals  of  France,  overcome  dif- 
ficulties considered  insuperable,  and  directed  ihe  exer- 
tions of  Britain,  and  the  force  of  her  unfortunate 
allies,  to  those  points  where,  in  all  cases,  they  were 
most  available. 

By  his  steadiness,  and  his  Fabius  movements,  he 
has  preserved  his  own  strength  unbroken,  whilst  that 

of 


ff  his  enemy  was  ^n  Ujce  dedrntf  and  tnahkd  ike 
scattered  bands  of  Patriots  to  acquire  both  discipline 
and  fmmberSf  and  thus  to  produce  u  hardy  race  ofsoU 
dkrs,  mho,  as  OueriHas,  have  learned  to  demise 
French  courage j  and  to  eou^vteract  evew  Frenoh  disdr 
pline.  At  the  same  time,  by  the  weU-iimed  rapidity  of 
his  mantBuvreSj  when  necessary,  as  well  as  by  their  se^ 
cresy  and  determined  purposes,  he  has  heat  all  their 
caiculations  of  the  enemy,  according  even  to  their  own 
confessions;  a  proof  of  which,  if  proof  were  wamUngf 
would  be  found  on  the  fact  of  his  having  taken 
CiUDAD  RoD'RiGO  in  half  the  time  which  the  French 
general  had  considered  possible  j  and  thus,  by  its  cap* 
ture,  connected  with  that  of  Almeida,  always  a  mtji- 
tary  post  of  importance,  not  only  formed  a  powerful 
defence  for  Portugal,  but  opened  a  way  into  the  very 
heart  of  Spain. 

This  latter  excellence  of  rapidity  and  determina^ 
timi  was,  indeed,  always  expected  by  his  friends  ;  and 
we  shall  have  occasion^  to  see,  in  the  progress  of  this 
Biography,  particularly  in  detailing  his  brilliancy  of 
thought  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Assy  e,  on  the  plains 
of  Hindoostan,  that  their  expectations  were  well 
founded;  but  the  steadiness  of  his  other  operations, 
tJie  self  denial  with  which  he  has  delayed  to  pluck  the 
laurels  which  Victory  held  out  to  him  with  open  hand, 
are  traits  in  his  character  which  might  have  been  eow- 
sidered  as  unlikely  to  appear,  and  that  without  dero- 
gating from  the  high  character  which  he  had  acquired 
previous  to  his  present  distinguished  rank  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula. 

But  it  is  to  this  latter  part  of  his  character  that 

much 


much  of  the  'success  of  the  present  contest  has  been 
owing  ;  and  it  is  entirely  owing  to  it  that  he  has  been 
enabled  to  overcome  the  various  difficulties  he  had  to 
encounter^  asp  opposed  to  the  almost  overwhelming 
power  of  France f  commanded  by  her  best  Generals^ 
fi)ith  a  force  of  British  troops^  even  wnv  little  more 
than  Iwlf  the  number  of  French  concentrated  in  any 
one  spot.  For^  much  as  the  S^nish  and  Portuguese 
troops  have  of  late  improved  in  discipline,  and  much 
as  might  have,  even  at  first,  been  expected  from  their 
native  courage,  yet  Lord  Wellington  could  not  trust 
the  safety  of  his  army,  or  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
cause,  to  an  absolute  dq[>endence  on  their  almost  untried 
exertions;  he  has  nevertheless  known  Iww  to  avail  him^ 
self  even  of  their  inefficient  state  with  a  degree  of 
judgment  and  spirit  happily  justified  by  the  event. 

We  may  than  aver,  without  fear  of  cotitradiction, 
that  on  the  valour  of  our  troops,  and  on  the  skill  of 
our  general,  (as  it  has  been  most  eloquently  said  by  one 
of  our  most  exalted  statesmen^)  have  depended  the 
cause  of  Liberty  in  Spain,  in  Portugal,  in  Europe,  nay 
in  Britain  herself,  and  throughout  the  whole  Universe. 

In  the  late  brilliant  campaigns,  the  conduct  of  our 
soldiers,  too,  has  been  unequalled,  and  our  Parliament 
tary  records  justify  that  opinion  which  we  heardagaU 
lant  general,  and  one  well  skilled  in  desultory  warfare f 
and,  of  course,  well  qualified  to  judge,  declare,  **  tfiat 
he  believed  he  might  defy  any  other  nation  to  produce 
soldiers  so  steady  under  arms,  or  so  silent  in  a  night 
attack^  But  it  is  not  on  the  courage  of  our  troops 
alone,  tliat  we  have  learned  to  depend ;  for  we  may 
add,  that  there  is  now  no  part  of  military  arrange- 
ment 
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meat  in  which  mr  army  does  not,  ««  fe«^'f  ^?««^  that  of 
any  other :  and  well  might  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  lately 
hoast  in  the  House  of  Lord,  that  in  our  infantry,  in 
cavalry,  in  our  artillery,  and  engineering,  and  even 
in  mr  commissariat,  in  the  Peninsula,  our  superiority 
had  been  strikingly  apparent.  Such,  as  he  justly 
added,  was  the  effect  of  the  excellent  military  disci- 
pline established  at  home,  and  put  in  practice  and  in 
action  there,  by  the  admirable  judgment  of  the  Earl 
of  Wellington  ;  a  superiority  not  only  enjoyed  by  the 
British,  but  also  severely  felt  by  the  enemy. 

The  good  consequences  of  all  this  it  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  point  out.     There  was  ^w  end  of  French 
boasting  ofdriDhig  us  into  the  sea  ;  and  of  inviting  us 
from  our  ships  to  the  contest  on  land :  but  we  have 
taught  them  to  respect  and  fear  us.    In  some  points, 
though  we  have  sacrificed  much,  yet  the  advantages 
gained  have  been  equal  to  that  sacrifice.    Even  the  de- 
fence  of  Portugal,  the  possession  of  the  ports  of  Spain, 
9r  at  least  their  occupancy  aiid  preservation  by  the  Pa- 
triots, and  the  neutralization  of  the  Spanish  Fleet, 
are  objects  of  high  importance,  when  we  consider  the 
facilities  which  the  possession  of  all  these  things  would 
have  afforded  to  France.     The  stimulus,  too,  thus 
give  to  the  populaiion  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  the 
military  ardor  infused  into  their  bosoms,  the  love  of  li- 
herty  thus  ingrafted  into  their  hearts,  will  all  tend  to 
form  and  establish  a  new  era  in  those  countries,  and  in 
Europe,  which  may  be  expected  to  lead  to  the  future 
internal  welfare  of  each,  and  to  the  future  equaliza^ 
tion  of  political  power,  and  consequent  extension  ofli* 

berty  and  promotion  of  peace. 
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We  nuut  now  dose  this  sUght  sketch  of  the  subject 
njith  one  observation  on  the  charaeter  of  our  gallant 
/ellom-tilizen.  If  me  look  at  him,  as  mill  be  exempli- 
fied  in  the  course  of  this  work,  whether  commanding, 
or  cotQiD&aded,  we  shall  ultvaya  find  the  same  great- 
ness qf  mind,  whether  checked  in  his  pursuit  in  the 
mometU  (^vu^rt/,  as  at  Vimiera^  by  the  orders  t^  a 
superior;  or  prompted  to  delay  the  accomplishment  of 
briUiant  measures,  where  victory  was  certain,  in  order 
to  sport  the  blood  of  his  gallant  comrades  in  armtt 
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If  it  is  by  experience  that  we  gain  wisdom^  and  by  a  torn* 
parison  of  nearly  similar  events  that  we  can  best  form  an  ac- 
curate judgment,  it  will  not  be  irrelevant,  in  our  introduc- 
tory part,  to  take  a  slight  sketch  of  the  causes  and  conduct 
,of  a  former  war  carried  on  ty  Great  Britain  in  the  Peninsu- 
la; and  that,  by  a  very  curious  coincidence,  nearly  in  the 
very  corresponding  years  of  the  preceding  century.  In  the 
conduct  and  issue  of  that  war,  and  in  the  conduct  and  pro- 
bable issue  of  the  present  one,  there  has,  indeed,  been  a 
great  contrast ;  for  there  we  were  merely  as  auxiliaries 
though  now  we  have  acted  more  immediately  as  principals. 
At  that  period,  too,  we  were  in  opposition  to  that  branch  of 
the  House  of.  Bourbon  whose  rights  we  are  now  defending ; 
and  in  our  objects  we  were  unsuccessful,  though  without  tar- 
nishing the  honor  of  the  British  name. 

When  in  the  year  1701,  Charles  II.  of  Spain,  a  branch 
of  the  House  of  Austria,  deceased  without  issue>  Philip 
Duke  of  Anjou,  grandson  of  Lewis  XIV.  being  second  son 
of  the  Dauphin  of  France,  assumed  the  Spanish  crown,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  deceased  monarch ;  but  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany  having  put  up  one  of  his  own  family  as 
a  claimant,  it  was  considered  as  the  interest  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  support  him,  in  order  to  prevent  the  accession  of 
such  power  to  France,  by  her  Royal  Family  thus  coming 
into  possession  of  the  immense  possessions  and  resources  of 
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the  Spanish  empire.  There  was  also  a  party  in  Spain  ini- 
mical to  the  French  interest ;  and  it  was  hoped  that,  by  spi- 
rited measures,  an  Austrian  prince  might  be  established  oit 
the  throne  of  Spain. 

Charles  III.  the  Austrian  "claimant,  arrived.in  England  in 
1703;  and,  in  1704,  an  auxiliary  force  of  12,000  British  and 
Putch  troops  was   sent   to  Portugal;  the   English    under 
Duke  Schomberg,  and   the  Duich  under  General    Fagel. 
Kin<^  Charles  immediately  pubHshed  a  manifesto,    setting 
forth  his  right  to  the  crown  of  Spain ;  and  on  tne  arrival  of 
the  expedition  at  Lisbon,  the   Portuguese  having   already 
joined  the  grand  alliance  against  France,  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal published  a  declaration  in   which  he  vindicated   the 
claim  of  Charles,  and  gave  his  own  reasons  for  taking  up 
arms  inhisdetence  suid  support.  The  Bourbon  prince,  under 
the  tide  of  Philip  V.  was  not  backward  in  preparing  for  hos 
tilities,  biit  immediately  declared  war  against  his   competi- 
tor; and  also  against  the  King  of  Portugal  and  his  other  al- 
lies; and,  having  hastily  assembled  an  army,  proceeded  to  the 
.  Portuguese  frontier,  when  he  captured  Segura,  Salvatierra^^ 
and  sopie  other  places. 

It  being  nnderstood  that  the  Catalonians  were  partial  to  the 
cause  of  the  allies.  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  a  British  squa- 
dron, proceeded  with  the  Prince  of  Hese  Darmstadt  and  a 
foice  of  ^500  men  to  Barcelona,  where  he  landed  the  troops; 
but  being  disappointed  in  his  expectations  of  a  flattering  re* 
ception  and  co-operation,  the  army  was  again  embarked, 
and  the  squadron  proceeded  towards  Toulon. 

In  June  of  the  same  j'ear,  (1704)  the  Portuguese  were 
found  to  be  very  dilatory  in  furnishing  the  proper  supplies 
which  they  had  promised,  so  that  nothing  could  be  done* 
There  was  also  a  great  want  of  cordiality  amongst  the  ge* 
nerals  of  the  three  nations,  English,  Butch,  and  Portu- 
guese, so  that  the  Duke  of  Schomberg,  weary  of  his  com- 
mand, was  anxious  to  be  recalled,  and  was  superseded  hy 
Henry  de  Ruvigny,  E*rl  of  <3alway.  * 

The 
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The  Spanish  monarch  in  July  put  an  ^nd  to  his  «hoit 
campaign^  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  return  • 
cd  to  Madrid,  having  put  his  army  in  cantonments ;  and, 
fearing  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  retain  his  petty  con- 
quests,  destroyed  all  their  fortifications,  except  those  of 
Salvaticrru  and  Mervan,  and  abandoned  them  to  their  fate. 

Though  our  troops  were  thus  left  in  idleness,  yet  our  ad- 
miral was  determined  to  do  something;  accordingly  he  re- 
turned from  Toulon  towards  Gibraltar,  and  captured  that 
fortress  on  the  10th  of  July,  after  a  siege  of  three  days, 
having  landed  the  Prince  of  Hesse  with  only  1800  men.  On 
the  ISth  of  August  the  combined  English  and  Dutch  Beets 
defeated  the  united  French  squadrons  from  Toulon  and 
Brest,  and  obliged  them,  in  a  most  shattered  condition,  to 
retire  to  Toulon ;  a  part  of  them,  however,  was  enabled 
soon  after  to  proceed  to  the  southward  when  the  combined 
squadrons  had  left  the  Streights,  and  the  Sieur  de  Pontic, 
with  a  considerable  force,  blockaded  Gibraltar  by  sea,  th« 
Spaniards  having  commenced  the  siege  of  it  in  September. 

In  1705  Gibraltar  was  relieved  by  Sir  John  Leakie,  who 
surprized  and  defeated  the  French  squadron;  and  in  May; 
the  Portuguese  and  confederate  forces  having  commehced 
the  siege  of  Alcantara,  took  it  by  storm  after  six  days;  Sal- 
tatierra  and  Albuquerque  betug  soon  after  retaken.  In  the* 
same  month  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  was  sent  from  £ng« 
land,  with  5000  additional  troops,  in  a  fleet  commended  by 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel ;  after  touching  at  Lisbon^  ^eret 
King  Charles  embarked  along  with  him,  they  proceeded  to 
Gibraltar,  and  afterwards  to  Altea  Bay, where  a  manifi^sto  was 
published ;  and  the  advices  from  Barcelona  being  very  encon« 
raging,  the  earl  was  induced  to  proceed  thelre,  where  he  landed 
the  troops,  accompanied  by  the  king,  and  was  soon  reinforcecft 
by  great  numbers  of  Spaniards.  Ofi  the  3d  of  Septomber,^ 
Monjuick  was  taken  after  a  siege  of  three  days^  but  the  gal- 
lant Prince  of  Hesse  /ell  in  the  attack ;  in  three  weekft  after- 
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wards  Barcelona  surrendered^  and  all  Catalonia  immediately 
declared  for  King  Charles. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  Spain  the  allies  had  laid  siege  to 
Badajoz>  hut  were  obliged  soon  after  to  raise  it  hy  the  Mar- 
shal du  Thesse,  tlie  French  general  in  command  of  the 
combined  French  and  Spanish  army  ;  and,  in  the  contest, 
the  Earl  of  Gal  way  lost  his  right  hand. 

The  proceedings  in  Catalonia  were,  however,  considered 
so  important  for  the  general  cause,  that  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  at  home  were  induced  to  congratulate  her  ma-r 
jesty  upon  her  message  informing  them  of  these  events,  in 
November  1705.  But  the  progress  of  the  allies  on  the  eas- 
tern side  Was  still  very  circumscribed,  little  remarkable  hap- 
pening until  the  latter  end  of  December,  when  a  Catalo- 
nian  Colonel,  of  the  name  of  Nebot,  was  induced  to  leave 
the  opposite  party,  with  about  9oO  cavalry,  and  to  join  King 
Charles  at  Denia,  in  Valencia,  who  soon  after  captured 
Xabea,  asmall  place  in  that  vicinity,  which  slight  successes 
seem  to  have  induced  the  whole  kingdom  of  Valencia  to  de- 
clare in  his  favor,  when  his  new  friend.  Colonel  Nebot,  took 
possession  of  its  capital. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  French  and  Spanish  armies^ 
proceeded  to  besiege  Valencia;  but  the  Earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough having  marched  with  the  English  army  to  its  relief, 
this  plan  was  given  up,  and  an  attack  was  made  upon  St, 
Mattheo;  but  Peterborough  not  only  obliged  them  to  der 
eamp,  but  also  took  possession  of.  Morviedro. 

In  the  early  part  of  1706,  a  battle  of  some  importance 
for  the  numbers  engaged,  but  of  little  in  its  consequences 
to  either  party,  took  place  at  San  Estevan  de  Libera,  after 
which  the  Spanish  and  French  troops,  under  du  Thesse, 
ComflAenced  the  siege  of  Barcelona ;  which  was,  however,  so 
speedily  raised,  on  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Leake  from  Lis-, 
'bon  to  its  relief,  that  the  assailants  left  behind  them  106 
^rass  gunsi  23  mortars,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  provi-r 
•  .  iions 
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lions  and  ammunition.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  king*- 
dora,  the  allies  took  Alcantara,  in  which  they-found  47 
pieces  of  brass  cannon;  and  Moraliza  and  Coria  having 
soon  after  fallen,  the  Earl  of  Galway  published  a  manifesto 
in  the  name  of  his  royal  mistress,  calling  upon  the  Spaniard* 
to  acknowledge  King  Charles  as  their  lawful  monarch. 

In  May^  in  the  same  year,  Ciudad  Rodrigo  was  captured 
by  the  allies^  after  a  siege  of  five  days  ;  and  the  news  of  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Barcelonahaving  just  then  arrived,  the 
Portuguese  were  in  high  spirits,  and  the  allies  proceeded  to 
push  through  Spain  for  Madrid,  where  King  Philip  returned 
with  all  possible  expedition  ;  but,  soon  finding  that  he  had  no 
troops  on  whom  he  could  depend,  he  destroyed  every  thing 
of  value  which  he  could  not  carry  off,  and  retired  towards 
Burgos  in  order  to  be  ready  for  a  retreat  into  France. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  Carthagena  declared  for  the  Aus- 
trian claimant,  and  was  secured  by  an  English  squadron ; 
and  in  June  the  English  and  Portuguese  confederate  array, 
commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Galway  and  the  Marquis  des 
Minas,  pushed  on  for  Madrid,  which  made  such  an  impres- 
sion opon  the  inhabitants,  that  deputies  were  sent  out  to  ac- 
knowledge their  submission  and  allegiance  to  their  new  mo- 
Barch.  On  taking  possession  of  the  capital  King  Charles 
was  proclaimed,  and  the  example  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
drid was  voluntarily  followed  by  Toledo,  and  several  other 
places  of  importance,  inclusive  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
-Arragon.  Charles,  however,  was  still  with  the  English  army 
at  Barcelona,  and  is  accused  of  want  of  celerity  in  staying 
too  long  there,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  solicitations  of 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  and  the  invitations  of  the  gene* 
rals  In  the  capital,  who  were  all  anxious  that  he  should  re* 
pair  to  Madrid.  But  even  when  he  set  out  for  that  place 
he  occupied  so  much  time  in  the  siege  of  Saragossa,  that 
the  confederate  forces,  for  some  reason  never  sufficiently  ex- 
plained, bad  evacuated  Madrid,  whither  King  Pliilip  soon 
^fter  proceeded  with  a  few  forces,  having  hid  time  to  reco^ 
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iF^r  from  his  all^rni  at  the  former  rapidity  of  moTmeut  &n 
the  part  of  bis  asftailaots* 

In  Valeocia  the  war  was  still  carried  on  with  some  brisks 
Bess ;  and,  in  July >.  Sir  John  Leake  proceeded  with  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  before  Alicant,  which'  was  immediately  afterward* 
taken  by  storm,  though  the  castle  held  out  for  a  short  time ; 
but  at  length  surrendered  upon  an  honourable  capitulation. 
This,  however,  was  but  of  little  importance  to  the  caose  of 
Charles;  for  the  return  of  Philip  to  Madrid  had  such  an  ef« 
feet,  as  to  induce  the  kingdom  of  Castile  to  declare  fof 
him. 

King  Charles  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  join  the  con- 
federate  army  at  Guadaiaxara ;  and  this  he  was  the  sooner 
leduced  ta,  as  the  Earl  of  Peterborongh,  who  had  just  then 
leceived  the  commission  of  an  ambassador  extraordinary, 
was  leaving  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain,  in  order  to  proceed 
for  kaly,  in  hopes  of  raising  some  supplies.  Soon  after,  Sir 
John  Leake  arrived  at  Majorca  with  the  British  fleet,  and 
oUiged  that  islaod  and  Ivi^a  to  declare  for  King  Charles  ; 
Ibot  this  was  shortly  counterbalanced  by  the  recapture  of 
Carthagena;  and  the  year  was  closed  with  the  death  of  Pe* 

dro.  King  of  Portugal. 

The  year  1707  was  a  most  unfortunate  one  for  theconfe* 
derate  arms ;  for,  on  the  5th  of  April,  they  were  completely 
defeated  at  Almanza,  whilst  under  the  command  of  the 
ICarquts  des  Minas,  and  the  Earl,  of  Oalway,  having  up* 
wafds  of  10,000  men  killed,  woutided,  and  taken  prisoners; 
Hie  whole  number  of  British  in  the  a6tioh  were  only  14,000; 
jet  it  is  believed  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  ill  con« 
duct  of  the  Portuguese  that  the  day  was  lost.  So  strong  in« 
deed  was  this  opinion,  that  the  House  of  Lords  shortly  afcer 
severely  censured  th€  Earl  of  Gal  way  for  having  yielded  the 
post  of  honour  on  that  day  to  the  Portuguese.  .  It  was  al- 
ao  matter  of  complaiot  at  home  that  the  numbel:  of  Bri- 
tish troops  was  so  small,  although  SSyOOO  had  been  vpted  bj 
-Farliament  for  the  service  of  the  Peninsula. 

The 
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The  shattered  remains  of  the  confederate  army  were, 
notwithstanding  their  defeat^  able  to  retire  inf>retty  good  or* 
der  to  Alcira,  from  whence  they  sent  their  woanded  to  Bar« 
celona,  and  then  crossed  the  Ebro^  where  King  Charles  had 
retired  some  time  before  with  a  small  force^  and  wa«  sta* 
tioned  at  Tortosa  at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  This  move* 
fflent  they  were  now  obligedlo  make^  in  order  to  defend  Ca- 
talonia. , 

The  victorious  army  pursuing  their  ad  van  tage«  andbeing 
no  longer  kept  in  check  by  the  confederates,- soon  recovered 
Valencia,  Saragossa,  &c.  but  Philip  lost  much  of  his  popu* 
lariiy  by  the  atrocious  conduct  of  France,  iti  ordering  the 
unfortunate  town  of  Xativa,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Xucer,  in  Valencia,  to  be  utterly  burnt  and  destroyed,  and 
in  depriving  both  Arragon  ^d  Yalencia  of  some  of  thek 
most  apcient  privileges.  In  July  the  party  of  JECitig  Charles 
was  so  strong  in  Italy,  that  he  was  proclaimed  king  at  Na« 
pies ;  but  his  cause  began  to  decline  rapidly  in  Spain,  fresh 
forces  having  arrived  from'France^  under  the  command  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  Invested  ai)d  took  Limosa,  a  strong 
nnd  well  fortified  town  in  Catalonia,  under-  the  observance 
of  the  confederate  army  :.yet  to  counterbalance  this  in  some 
4egree,  the  Imperialists,  under  Count  Thaun  in  Italy,  cap- 
tured Gaeta  by  storm,  where  they  laid  hold  of  all  the  parti- 
zans  of  King  Philip  in  that  country,  and  were^us  enabled 
to  secure  Naples  for  King  Charles. 

Sogreai  was  the  discontent  at  home  at  this  period,  re* 
spectjog  the  conduct  and  issue  of  the  war,  that  very  strong 
debate3  were  held  in  both  Houses  ^  yet  nobody  thought  of 
giving  up  the  cause^  but  each  body  of  the  legislature  came 
'  forward  with  an  address  to  Queen  Anne,  stating  their  opi-t 
nion,  that  no  peace  co.gid  be  s^fe  or  honourable  for  the 
country,  or  for  our  allies,  which  would  secure  Spain  and  hec 
colonies  to  the  power  of  France.  They  also  requested  her 
to  call  on  the  emperor  to  send  some  .additional  and  power- 
ftil reinforcements  intp  Spain^  under  the  command  of  Prince 

Eugene, 
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Eugene,  (the  Wellington  of  that  day)  but  the  emperor  ap- 
pears almost  to  have  neglected  this  remonstrance  from  our 
court,  as  he  merely  sent  a  few  troops  under  Count  Stahrem- 

It  is  also  a  curious  fact,  that  the  House  of  Commons,  af- 
ter a  long  and  close  examination^  addressed  her  majestj 
complaining  that  there  were  then  only  8660  British  troops 
in  the  Peninsula,  instead  of  30^000,  the  number  voted;  to 
which  the  answer  was,  that  nearly  the  whole  number  voted 
had  been  sent^  but  were  now  thus  reduced  in  consequence 
of  death  and  desertion. 

About  the  middle  of  1708,  after  a  long  interval  of  quiet^ 
.  the  French  captured  Tortosaon  the  left  bank  of  the  Ebro; 
an  advantage  counterbalanced  by  our  conquest  of  Minorca 
on  the  19th  of  August  by  Sir  John  Leake,  and  Major  Ge- 
neral  Stanhope,  with  only  3264  men ;  and,  in  November^ 
Denia  and  Alicant  again  fell  under  the  French  arms. 

The  siege  of  Alicant  having  been  undertaken  by  the 
French,  and  conducted  mostly  as  a  blockade  for  three 
months,  they  contrived  at  last  to  form  a  mine  under  the 
rock  on  which  the  castle  stands,  which  being  partly  blown 
up,  the  governor  and  several  valuable  officers  lost  their  lives; 
yet  the  castle  held  out  nearly  two  months  longer,  and  was 
only  forced  to  surrender,  but  on  honourable  terms,  after  a 
siege  conducted  with  great  exertion. 

On  the  27th  of  April  another  unfortunate  defeat  of  the 
confederate  troops  took  place  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Caya,  after  which  the  Earlof  Galway  escaped  with  great  diffi- 
culty; but  the  Earl  of  Barrymore,  Major  General  Sank- 
ey.  Brigadier  Pearce,  and  two  whole  brigades^  were  made 
prisoners  of  war. 

Some  negotiations  about  this  time  had  taken  place,  hj ' 
which  it  was  stipulated  that  Charles  III.  should  be  acknow- 
ledged as  the  lawful  Spanish  monarch,  and  that  the  French 
army  should  evacuate  that  kingdom;  but  Lewis  XIV.  after 
amusing  himself  with  the  credulity  of-  the  allies,  laughed  at 
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tbe  tr«at j^  and  most  shamefully  evaded  its  signattxre^  so  that 
the  war  was  recommenced^when  Count  Stahremberg,  the  Im«* 
perial  general,  was  lucky  enough  to  capture  Fort  Ballaguer, 
on  the  banks  of  RioSegre^  in  Catalonia,  a  strong  post  with 
a  garrison  of  700  men. 

The  French  ministry,  in  ITIO,  in  order  to  amuse  the  aU 
Iie9>  and  to  gain  time,  again  made  some  pacific  proposals^in 
which  they  offered  to  consent  to  a  partition  of  Spain;  but  • 
in  this  the  allies  knew  them  to  be  insincere;  nor  would  they 
themselves,  indeed,  have  agreed  to  it;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Gallic  machinations,  the  tide  of  success  began  to 
turn  in  favour  6f  King  Charles,  whose  army,  commanded 
by  General  Stanhope,  (ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  Stan- 
hope,) defeated  King  Philip  at  Almanera,  in  Catalonia,  oa 
the  l6th  of  July,  wh^n  tbe  Fi*ench,  having  lost  about  1500 
40  killed  and  wounded,  were  obliged  to  retire  to  Lerida;  but^ 
being  closely  pursued  by  the  confederates,  fell  back  upoa 
Saragossa.  On  the  lOtb  pf  the  ensuing  month,  August^ 
King  Charles  being  then  with  tKe  arm^>  another  brilliant 
victory  wasobtained  over  King  Philip  near  Saragossa,  which  - 
city  immediately  opened  its  gates  to  the  conquerors ;  and* 
90  powerful  did  Charles  then  feel  hidoiself  io  Castile,  that  he 
immediately  superseded  the  form  of  governmc^nt  established 
by  Philip,  restored  tbe  ancient  rights  of  the  Castilians,  and 
reinstated  their  former  magistrates.  lodeed  the  French 
.power  was  at  this  juncture  so  weakened,  that  Philip,  not  feel- 
ing himself  jsafe  at  Madrid,  retired  to  Valladolid;  and  the 
confederates  inarching  towards  the  capital,  General  Stan-^ 
bope  advanced  with  the  cavalry,  and  took  possession  of  it  on 
ti^e  lOth  September,  1710. 

About  a  fortnight  afterwards  Charles  made  his  appear* 
ince  in  bis  capilal;  but  soon  found  that  the  inhabitants  were 
more  attached  to  his  rivalthan  to  himself:  he  soon  left  it 
therefore,  and  placed  his  troops  in  quarters  to  the  southward 
«f  it^  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Toledo,  in  full  canfidence  that 
llptwithstanding  the  disaffection  of  tbe  capital,  he  might  stilt 
I.  c  be 


be  enabled  to  fpeod  the  wiater  dms  ui  the  Tery  heart  of 

Spoift  by  ibe  aid  of  the  Portuguese ;  but  they  ha? ing  dtsap. 

pointed  him,  and  Kiag  Philip  agaio  coUecting  Botae  forcesy 

he  was  obliged  to  retife  into  Ajtrmgim,  where^  in  the  socoeod- 

ing  November,  Major  General  Stanhope,  with  a  British 

farce  df  ^OCX)  mea  ^  Brttiuega,  vas  surprised  and  made 

prtspiaMer  of  war,  by  the  unexpected  juncitoo  of  the  French 

aiad  Spanish  «voMes« 

The  Imperial  geoeral,  CouHt  Stabrembergi  hearing  of  hit 

^buger,  marched  iiamediately  to  his  relief,  bat  was  too  late 

to  prevent  the  disaster;  he  was  fortunate  enough,  however^ 

tf  fell  ia  with  the  eneo^  under  King  PfaiUp  ^nd  the  Duko 

of  Vendosme,  about  one  league  from  Brihuega,  when  he 

brought  them  to  action  at  ViUavidosa,  and  defeated  ihem, 

*aHIu>ugh  their  forces  amounted  to  25,000  men.    After  this, 

Stahremberg  advanced  to  Saragos&a;  but,  for  some  reasom 

never  explained,  soon  retired  into  Catalonia,  thereby  ena* 

bling  Philip  to  return  to  Madrid,  where  the  iuhabitants  re^ 

ceived  Um  with  open  arms ;  and,  on  the  l6th  Decembeiv 

G€rona,the  key  of  Catalonia,  was  permitted  to  fall  into  the 

hands  of  the  Trench  army,  after  a  gallant  resistance  of  sia. 

weeks,  so  that  Charles  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Barcelona. 

This  disastrous  and  unexpected  turn  of  the  campaign  na^ 

turally  produced  a  great  sensation  at  home:  and  in  the  con» 

menceoient  of  2711,  the  House  of  Lords  having  entered  int6 

an  enquiry  on  the  <:ause  of  our  losses.  Lord  Peterborough 

succeeded  in  throwing  the  blame  upon  the  Earl  of  Galwaj^ 

whilst  he  himsdf  received  public  thanks.    Instead,  bowe^ 

«ver,  of  sending  him  out  again  to  Spain,  be  was  appointed 

pleuipoteotiary  to'tbe  Austrian  court,  and  the  Duke  of  Ar 

gyle  was  entrusted  with  the  high  commissious  of  ambassadojr 

extraordinary,  and  plenipotenti^y,  ^nd  of  commander  ii| 

^liief  in  Spain.    These  proceedings  were  followed  up  by  4 

vote  ot  Ciie  Upper  House,  that  the  Earl  of  Gal  way,  in  yield-^ 

ihg  up  the  ]^ost  qf  jionour  to  the  Portugveao  at  tlie  battle 

of 
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«f  Almaoza^  bad  acted  contrary  to  the  bonoitr  of  the  impe- 
rial crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Iq  Spain^  affairs  began  to  take  a  more  disastrous  tarn ;  for 
in  August^  the  Portnguese  having  entered  into  a  separate 
negotiation  with  King  Philip  and  the  French  conrt/  King 
Charles  found  it  necessary  in  the  ensuing  month  to  embark 
at  Barcelona  for  Italy.   On  his  arrival  in  Italy^  be  was  elected 
King  of  the  Romans^  and  Emperor  of  Gennany ;  and>  on  be- 
ingcrowned  at  Frankfort  on  the  1  Ithof  December  }7n>seems 
to  have  given  up  all  farther  thoughts  of  the  S.panish  crown. 
In  order  to  do  away  some  of  the  objections  to  his  establishment 
on  the  throne  of  Spain^  King  Philip,  now  settled^at  Madrid, 
published  his  renunciation  of  all  claims  to  the  succession  in 
France ;  and  in  September  of.  the  same  year.  Lord  Lexing- 
ton  having  proceeded  to  Madrid  to  receive  the  fore-men 
tioned  renunciation,  the  English  forces,  then' in  Catalonia, 
commanded  by  Brigadier  Pearce,  were  embarked  on  board 
the  sqnadron  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John  Jennings,  who  im- 
mediately proceeded  for  Minorca,  where  the  colours  of  King 
Charles  were  hauled  down,  and  those  of  tbe  English  substi- 
tuted in  their  stead. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  the  act  of  renunciation  took 
place  in  the  presence  of  the  English  ambassador,  and  was 
registered  by  the  Cortes,  and  from  that  period  we  may  con- 
ftider  the  war  M  an  end. 

To  draw  a  parallel  between  those  events  and  tbe  transact 
tions  of  a  later  date  would  here  be  premature;  but  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  notice  them  more  fully,' and  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  principal  design  of  the  work. 
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PrelimiRary  observatioa— Ancient  respectability  of  the  Family  of  Colley, 
now  Wellesley— Birth — Military  Education— Progress  to  the  Rank  of 
Field  officer — First  military  Embarkation  for  Britanny — Observationi 
—Joins  the  Army  in  Flanders — Capture  of  Tournay,  and  Anecdotes — 
Evacuation  of  Ostend— ludicious  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Moira--^ffaijf 
at  Alost— Anecdotes  of  General  Doyle— Condiictpf  the  French  Army 
— Invasion  of  Holland— Military  Anecdotes— Gallant  affair  at  Boxtel 
—Meritorious  Conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Grave— Attack  of  the  Waal 
•^Gallant  attack  of  .the  Tuyl— Retreat  through  Holland— Conduct  of 
the  Dotch-^Affair  at  Metteren>  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  33d  Regl 
ment— Dreadful  Suiferinesof  the  army — Exemplary  Conduct  of  II is- 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York — Evacuation  of  Holland — ^Em- 
barkation at  Bremen'— Return  to  England. 


If  example  is  more  powerful  than  precept,  no  apo- 
logy can  be  necessary  for  a  minute  detail  of  great 
and  virtuous  actions ;  and  there  is  perhaps  no  mode 
more  generally  useful  and  efficacious  for  the  preserva* 
tion  and  extension  'of  that  example,  than  in  record- 
ing the  Biography  of  the  great  and  good. 

Indeed,  the  iiistoric  page  is  never  so  interesting  as 
in  the  delineation  of  active  worth;  volumes  may  be 
filled  with  the  black  catalogue  of  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion^ exciting  no  other  feeling  than  abhorrence  at  thei 
criinesand  depravity  of  human  nature;  but  when  one; 
bright  gleam  of  sunshine  illumines  our  page,  when 
we  see  high  birth,  brilliant  genius,  and  unwearied 
activity,  employed  in  resistance  to  the  invader,  in  sup-* 
porting  the  rights  of  fiative  princes^  at  the  tw9  ex« 

tremes 
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tremes  of  the  old  worlds  and  humanely  eng^aged  in 
initigatin^  the  captivity  even  of  the  soiu  of  the  asurper, 
the  eye  dwells  on  it  with  unspeakable  aatisfactios,  and 
we  proadly  exclaim,  "  Tliisis  our  country  man!" 

Such  must  be  the  sensations^  of  every  man  on  advert- 
ing to  the  military  career  of  the  sobject  oC  6uf  pre* 
sent  biography,  who,  though  scarcely  arrived  at  whaf 
is  called  middle  life,  has  yet  attained  a  pitch  of  mili- 
tary glory,  which  entities  him  to  the  esteem  of  bis 
fellow  citizens,  and  holds  him  up  an  example  to  hi» 
yownffer  brethren  in  arms; 

Though  the  personal  motih  fsX ih»  Marquis  of  WeU 
Kttffton  is  alone  sufficient  to  g^ve  splendour  to  nobilib^  * 
yet  the  natural  curiosity  respecting  the  origiq  and  &» 
mily  antiquity  of  such  a  man  induces  t»  to '  ta^e*  a 
slight  sketch  of  his  ancestors,  who  were  originally  of 
Cngiish  descent,  being  settled  in  the  county  of  Rirt- 
land,  for  time  immemorial,  under  the  appellation  of 
Cowley,  Cooley y  or  *  CtMeg^  as  is  now  the  modem 
mode  of  writing  it. 

In  the  reigQ  of  Henry  Vnt*  when  many  geDt|e«^ 
men  of  family  were  induced,  by  roya)  grants,  to  evak^ 
grate  to  Ireland,  twa  brothers  of  this  family,  Walter 
and  Robert  Cowley,  established  themselves  at 
Kilkenny y  and  were  presented  by  the  King^,  ilx  fcn* 
2^2d  year,  with  a  grant  of  the  office'  tX  clerk  of  t&e^ 
crown  in  chancery  for,  and  durtngp,  their  lives  re* 
^spectively. 

It  is  evident  that  both  brothers  had  been  brought  up 
to  the  bar;  for  the  younger  became  Master  of  twf 
Rolls,  and  the  eldest,  Walter f  ancestor  of  the  present 
family,  was  appointed  Solicitor  General  of  lrelim4' 
jsi  1537;  but  having  surrendered  that  Office  in  1549, 
he  was  two  years  afterwards  raised  to  that  of 


veyor  General  of  that  kingdom. 

His  eldest  son,  Sir  Henry  CoUey,  appears  to  hftv« 

dedicated 


*  In  Glaiston  church,  Rutlandshire,  there  is  a  monument  im  Walter 
CqIU}  >  H^sc).  and  Aj|^n$s  his  \vif«.    iU  was  lord  of  tb«  fn^or  in  UiH. 
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dedicated  himself  to  the  profession  of  arms ;  for  he 
betd  a  cominissio0  from  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Captain 
in  the  army,  from  ^hom  be  also  received  a  warrant  in, 
1550  to  execute  martial  law  in  the  districts  of  Offaley, 
Carbery,  &c.     His  coodact  in  this  important  com* 
mission  was  so  satisfactory,  that  he  was  soon  after 
iu>pointed  a  commissioner  of  Array  for  the  county  of 
Kildare ;  and  was  soon  after  chosen  representative 
for  the  borough  of  Tbomastown  in  the  county  of  KlU 
kenny  in  the  parliament  of  that  year«     As  some  re-- 
ward  for  his  services,  be  was  knighted  by  Sir  Herpcf 
Sidney,  the  Lord  Deputy,  and  appointed  a  membi^ 
of  the  IPrivy  Council ;  but  the  best  proof  of  his  worth 
was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Sidney  to  his  successor^ 
in  which  he  said,  ^  My  good  Lord,  I  had  almost  for- 
gotten, by  reason  of  diversity  of  other  matter^   to 
recommend  mrto  you,  amongst  other  of  my  iriendSf 
Sir  Henry  Cowley,  a  Knight  of  mine  own  making ; 
Irho,    whilst  he    was  young,  and   the  ability   and 
itrength  of  his  body  served,  was  valiant,  fortunate, 
and  a  good  servant ;  and  having,  by  my  appointment^ 
the  charge  of  the  King*s  County,  kept  the  country 
well  ordered,  £lnd  in  good  obedience.     He  is  as  good 
A  borderer  as  ever  I  found  any  where*     I  left  him  at^ 
my  coming  thence  a  counsellor,  and  esteemed  him,  for 
his  eiitperieiice  and  judgment,  very  sufficient  for  the 
room  he  was  called  unto;     He  was  a  sound  and  fast 
friend  to  me ;  so  I  doubt  not  but  your  Lordship  shall 
£nd,  when  you  have  occasion  to  emjJoy  him.** 

This  able  statesman  is  also  further  most  lionourably 
ipentioned  by  Sir  Nicholas  Malby,  who  says,  <<  He  ig 
fn  English  gentleman,' Seneschal  of  the  County,  who 
governed  very  honestly,  but  now  is  sore  oppressed  by 
the  rebels,  the  Connors."  By  his  Lady  Catherine, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Cusack  of  Cussing* 
ton  in  the  county  of  Meath,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, he  had  three  sons,  of  whom  the  second.  Sir 
Hepry  of  Castle  Carbury,  was  the^  immediate  ancestor 
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of  the  present  line.  During  his  father's  life  ttnoe,  atid 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  he  was  constable  of 
f  bilipstoNvn  Fort,  afterwards  Seneschal  of  the  king's 
county;  and,  in  1561,  appointed  bvthe  Earl  of  Siusex, 
the  Lord  Deputy,  Providore  of  the  Army,  similar  to. 
the  modern  officer  of  Commissary  General. 

He  was  long  occupied  in  preserving  and  in  securing 
the  peace  of  the  county;    in  which  he  appears  to 
have  been  at  last  successful;  for,  in  1571,  be  prevail- 
ed on  all  the  leading  representatives  of  the  Irish  fami-> 
lies,  in  that  vicinity,  to  appear  before  him  at  Philips* 
town,  and  to  bind  themselves,  by  mutual  recognizances, 
not  only  to  preserve  the  pubHc  -pe^e,  but  also  to  an<i, 
(wer  for  each  other's  good  behaviour,  and  to  deliver 
up  each  other  to  him,  whenever  he  should  call  upon 
them;     It  was  not  until   1576,  that  he  received  the 
honour  of  Knightbood  in  Christ  Church,  Dublin,  ou 
jBt.  George^s  day;  and  he  appears  to  have  continued 
to  fulfil  his  military. duties  until  1599,  and  to  have 
been  representative  for  the  borough  of  Monaghan  in 
the  Parliament  of  1613*     He  married  Anne,  daugh- 
ter   of   his   Grace,    Adam    Loftus,    archbishop    of 
Dublin,  and  his  eldest  Son,  Sir  Henry  Colley^  suc- 
ceeded him  at  Castle  Carbury,  of  whom  we  only  find 
it  recorded  that  he  married  Anne,  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Christopher  Peyton,  Esq.  Auditor  Gene- 
ral of  Ireland;  and  his  eldest  Son  Dudley  Colley^ 
of  Castle  Carbury,  Esq.  having  distinguished  him- 
self much  in  the  royal  cause,  was  appointed  an  officer 
in  the  army  by  King  Charles  II.  soon  after  the  Resto- » 
i*ation,  and  had  also  a  grant  and  contirmutiou  of  the 
lands  of  Ardkill  and  Coliingstown  in  Kiidare.     He 
W:as   also   member    of  Parliament  for   Pbilipstown. 
This    Dudley    married   Anne,   daughter  of  Henry 
Warren  of  Grangebeg  in  the  county  of  Kildaie,  Esq, 
and  had  a  numerous  family  by  her,  of  whom  Henry 
was  his  successor;  and  a  daughter  Elizabetli  married 
Garret  Wellesley    (or  Wesley)  of  Dangan   in  the 

county 
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jDoanty  of  Meatb,  Esq.  a  family  of  ancient  Saxon  ex- 
jtraction,  being  settled  in  the  county  of  Sussex.^  ; 
.  This  tienry  CpUey,  Esq.  by  his  marriag-e  with 
Mary,  only  daughter  of  Sir  William  Usher,  of  Dub* 
tin,  Knt.*  l^ft  a  namerous  family :  and  his  younge^li 
son,  Richard  Colleyj  was 'the  first  who  adopted  th^, 
name  of  Wellesley,  as  heir  to  bis  first  cousin,  Gar- 
jret  Wellesley,  of  Dangan,  who  left  him  all  his  estates 
on  condition  of.  his  taking  the  name  and  arms  pf  that 
family, .  all  of  which  was  granted,  and  recorded  in  the 
Herald's  office,  &c.  in  1728.  He  appears  tO;havQ 
|beld  several  offices  under  the  crown ;  was  Auditoi^ 
and  Registrar  of  the  Roval  Hospital  of  Kilmainham^, 
s^qond  Chamberlain  o^  the  Court  of  Exchequer* 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Meath  in  1734,  and  mem-, 
her  of  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Trim  in  tbc^ 
same  year.  la  consideration  of. bis  public  servicest 
Bis  Majesty  George  II.  was  pleased  to  create  him  a 
peer  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Morning- 
ton,  in  1747.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of- 
^ohn  Sale,  LL.  D.  Registrar  of  the  diocese  of  Dub-« 
lioi  and  representative  in  Parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Carysfoit ;  and  his  eldest  son,  Garj^et,  having  sue* 
ceeded  him  in  his  barony,  was  soon  after,  in  1760, 
created  Viscount  Wellesley  and  Earl  of  Mornington, 
having  before  that  held  the  office  of  custos  rotulprum 
of  the  county  of  Meath.  He  married  Anne^f  eldes); 
,    2»  B  '  daughter 
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*  This  family  emigrated  to  Ireland,  io  1 112,  the  first  Irish  ancestor 
being  standard-bearer  to  Hetiry  II.  His  descendants  distinguished 
themselves  much  in  several  successive  reigns  in  a  military  capacity* 
and  received  various  grants  of  lands  for  those  services;  but,  bein((  no«r 
extinct,  their  name,  though  not  their  blood,  is  represented  by  the  pre* 
tent  noble  family  of  Colley  Wellesley. 

I  This  U  a  very  ancient  family,  originally  Norman.  Their  first  ap<* 
jMrllation  WHS  De  la  Montague ;  nor  did  they  the  adopt  English  trinsia- 
tion  until  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  at  which  time  they  possessed  con^i- 
<derable  landed  estates  in  Stafford  and  DevDnshire.  An  early  ancestor 
vas  Sir  John  Hill,  a  learHtfd  serjeant  of  the  law,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward Hi.  and  they  wcf^  /Irst  settled  iu  Ireland  in  the  reign  of  Queca 

Eliaabeth^ 
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d^u^htet*  of  the  Right  Honourable  Afthur  Hillf  Vi6« 
count  IXttOguiint^n,  and  had  idsU6,  the  pfe^nt  Marquid 
t(  Wellcsiey,  Wrlliam,  now  Wellesley  Pole,  itt  eon,- 
B^etice  of  inheriting  the  estates  of  WiDikm  IPoh, 
6f  BaUifin,  £isq.  ARtnetvA.  the  subject  of  our  pressetit 
biography,  aud  several  otner  children. 

The  first  earl  having  died  whilst  a  gre^t  part  <yf 
his  family  where  yet  \tk  their  infancy,  a  fnost  impor* 
t^nt  care  devolved  upon  their  amiable  tfiether,  whose 
prudent  and  etiergetic  eohduct  overcame  the  obsta-* 
eles  attendant  upon  an  impaired  state  of  fortune, 
liristng  from  the  causes  which  it  had  been  itnpossibleid 
counteract.  It  has  been  Well  said,  that  her  wise  and 
liberal  ceconoWy,  in  Conjunction  with  the  energies  of 
an  lictive  and  well  informed  mind,  had  supplied  not 
only  the  deficiencies  of  fortune,  but  lilso  th^  loss  of  a 
father.  It  n)uiBt  be  confessed,  indeed,  that  much  of 
this  power  to  do  "good  on  the  part  of  Lady  Mornings 
ton  arose  from  the  very  generous  and  liberal  conduct 
'  ef  the  prt^sent  Marquis,  who,  with  a  magnanimity 
and  fraternal  conduct  which  must  always  redound  ta 
his,  hoiiDur,  gave  up  the  entire  management  of  tiie 
family  estates  to  her  guidance ;  and,  though  in  the 
heyi-day  of  yoi\th,  not  otily  submitted  cheerfully  to 
those  prudential  i*estraint»  which  her  paternal  care 
suggested,  but  actually  paid  off  all  his  father's  debts^ 
Wit  of  an  honourable  regard  to  his  meftiory. 
-  ArtiIuk,  the  subject  of  our  present  biography, 
was  born  on  the  1st  o*'  May  176&:  and,  at  an  early^ 
age,  was  ctnl  to  Eton^,  that  be  might  receive  the  be- 
liefit  of  a  pitMic  education;  and^  as  he  had  chosen 
the  army  for  his  profession,  he  afterwards  went,  at 
the  close  of  the  AmericaQ  war,  to  Angiers,  in  France^ 
in  order  that  he  might  acquire  the  theory  of  military 
science  in  thai  celebrated  school,  then  tinder  the  di- 
section  of  the  much  esteemed  Piffneroly  who  has  long 
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(^  FJiztibetli,  under  tli€  patronage  of  Wtiler  Devefeux,  the  fainoas'  Bat-l 

^f  KsMxr  since  which  period  their  loyalty  and  gallantry  have  always 
iu;Kie  ihcia  favottriles  of  the  successive  mmiarclis. 
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been  considered  as  the  YdubaB  of  modern  w«,rlik# 
architecture  sMid  ^ogioeenng^.'* 

4^fter  acquiring  a  fand  of  informatioQi  and  tberer 
ky  laying  a  good  foundation  of  future  obi^ervatioft 
and  ytudy*  our  young  candidate  for  military  fame  re^ 
reived  hia  first  comjnissioa  in  th«  army  at  an  oarly 

period  of  life :  and  this  talcing  place  during  the  time 
of  peace,  he  had  leisure  to  apply  his  scientific  know-* 
ledge  to  garrison  and  regimental  practice,  in  which 
Vfe  are  enabled  to  say,  that  his  conduct  was  such  as 
to  merit  tlie  esteem  of  all  his  brother  o6Scers ;  for  h^ 
applied  himself  seduloasly  to  the  be^t  authors  on  tho 
subject  of  military  affairs,  thus  forming  a  basis  for 
Tutare  military  fame  :  and,  having  his  6wn  rank  and 
connections  to  trust  to  for  promotion,  he  preserved 
throughout  a  geqtlemantiko  and  steady  independ- 
ence. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  bis 
first  commission ;  but  we  find  that  at  the  age  of  tweu- 
ty-three  he  bore  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  18th  re^- 
gimentof  light  dragoons,'  from  which  corps,  on  the 
^th  of  April  1693,  he  was  appointed  to  the  majority 
of  his  present  regiments  the  33rd^  in  the  room  of 
Major  Gore,  who  then  resigned. 

In  this  junior  rank  of  fi^ld  officer  he  did  not  long 
remain,  but  availed  himself  of  his  seniority  to  pur- 
chase in  succession  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yorke, 
who  resigned  his  commission  in  that  regiment ;  and 
his  appointment  took  place  on  the  30th  of  September 
1783. 
Xi^qteuant-Colonel  Wellesley,  now  scarcely  four  and 

B  2  twenty^ 
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*  The  advantages  derived  from  this  mode  of  prefNiration  A»r  an  ac* 
tive  and  public  life  must  have  been  very  great,  when  we  consider  that 
Angiers,  under  the  old  regime  of  France,  was  a  large  town  with  up^ 
wards  of  30;000  Inbabttants;  and  contained  not  only  an  university 
•#(Ninded  by  St.  Louis,  but  also  an  academy  of  belles  lettres  instituted  ia 
1685;  thereby  afTordtog  every  opportunity  for  the  acquirement  of  g«« 
jieral  aod  4Meful  knowledge,  i^  also  that  polish,  so  useful,  to  etseutlal* 
in  an  enlarged  latercovne  witii  jnajiiuiid. 
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twenty;  engaged  in  active  service  under  his  gaUarit 
coutitryman  the  Earl  Moira,  and  early'  in  1794  was 
actually  embarked  with  that  force  which  was  intend* 
ed  to  have  erected  the  standard  of  loyalty  in  Britan* 
ny  ;*  but  the  fate  of  the  Netherlands  and  of  Flan* 
ders  was  no  sooner  decided  by  the  unfortunate  issue 

•  of 


*  With  respect  to  the  propriety  of  this  expedition,  both  in  itspbject 
and  the  various  details  connected  vf'iih  the  formation  of  the  force  and 
meahs  intended,  there  have  been  a  variety  of  opinions ;  but  as  hts 
Lordship  hai  lately  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  on  the  theatre  of  pbh'^ 
tics  at  home,  it  may  be  interesting  to  notice  the  manty  and  rational 
Tindication  qf  his  own  conduct   which  took  place  in  the   House  of 
Lords  on  that  occasion  in  Febuary  1794.    Alluding  to  someobser- 
nations  which  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  lower  House  upon  the  plan 
and  object  in  view,  he  detailed,  with  clear  and  rnanly  eloquence,  the 
*|reneral  outlines  of  the  expedition,  the  views  of  ministry,  and  the  vaK- 
,ous  eommiirricatioas  which  had  taken 'place  with  the  Royalists  on  that 
subject.     He  informed  the  House  that  he  had  communicated  with  go- 
vernment early  in  the  preceeding  October,  (1793,)  and  then  was  firsfc^ 
made  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  assistauce  intended  to  be  af- 
forded to  the  Royalists.    The  importance  of  the  object,  .and  the  ^ex- 
tentof  the  means,  he  considered  as  sufficient  to  determine  him  to  ac- 
cept the  proposed   command,  and  to  risque  the  responsibinty  which 
he  considers  as  attached  to  it.  To  the  accusation  of  an  illegal  Stppoibt!- 
nient  of  French  officers,  he  urged  that  the  motives*  whrch  actuated 
•his  conduct  were  strictly  proper;  and   the  reasons  which  he  .stated 
were,  that  be  understpoi)   from  indubitable  sources  of   informatioji 
that  the  Royalists,  though  in  possession  of  great   numbers  of' cannon, 
'had  no  men  capable  of  managing  them  ;  it  therefore  became  an  ob- 
ject with  him  to  take  as   many  artillerymen  with  him  as  possible  tb 
.^upply  tbis  deficieojcy :  unfortupately,  however,  it  happened  that  the 
exertions  made  by  the  government  here  in  other  expeditions  had  so  ex^ 
hausted   the  country,  that  the  number  of  artillerymen    which   were 
sent  to  him  scarcely  amounted  to  one-seventh  of  the  number  he  had 
r^uested.    Under  these  circuQistances  he  suggested  to  ministers  the 
propriety  of  employing  some  French    artillery  officers,  then  on   the 
continent,  in  hU  army ;  those  gentlemen  were  Sent  for ;  and  as  it  couM 
f)Ot  |i^e  e;cpected  that  they  could  defray  their  own  expenses,  they  were 
p.ut  upon  ^n  allowance,  but  not  upop  the  regular  establishment.        ;r 

In  consequenjce  of  this  arrangement  he  had  appointed  two  Frenph 
o0icers  io  be  his  aids«du-carop,  and  one  to  be  Quarter- Master- Ge- 
neral, to  act  in  the  Royalist's  brmy   when  thie  junction  should  take 

/  'Ji'hi^  explanation  ^as  so  plain  and  simple,  that  the  voice  of  party, 
and  whispciiugs  of  slander,  >yere  completely  hpsfaed* 
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of  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  of  that  yeat,  uo-' 
der  His  Royal  Highness  the  Diike  of  Yorl^,  than  bis' 
Lordship  was  Ordered  to  proceed  with  his  little  armj 
to  Ostend,  ^ 

It  is  not  our-  place  here  to  enter  minutely  upon  the 
question  of  the  continental  coalition  war;  the  sub- 
ject has  already  been  sufficiently  canvassed:  yet 
though  there  were  many  wlio  predicted  defeat  in  thitf 
country,  it  was  then  still  the  opinion  of  a  gi-fe^at  ma-' 
jority  of  the  poiifical  world  that  France,'  torn  as  she' 
was  by  disunion  and  mistrust,  would  be  unable  to 
cope  with  the  veteran  troops  of  Europe.  That  there 
were  strong  grounds  for  this  latter  opinion  may  welK 
be  inferred  from  a  consideration  that  even  on^  or  two 
only  of  the  confederate  powers  had,  in  former  wars; 
been  fully  able  to  cope  with  that  country  when  a  po- 
tent monarchy ;  and  that,  even  in  her  most  flourishingr 
periods,  France  had  been  not  only  successfully  opposed* 
in  her  ambitious  designs^  buteven  reduced  to  theut-* 
most  distress.  ' 

"  It  was  forgot,  however,  by  one  party,  and  perhaps 
overlooked  even  by  the  other,  (for  the  forebo<ling  of 
doubt  and  despair  were  certainly  rather  hazarded  as 
oracular  prophetic  denunciations,  than  as  conclusions 
drawn  from  past  experience,)  that  the  constant  jeaton- 
isies  which  had  for.so  many  ages  existed  between  the 
coalesced  powers  would  stiJl  operate  against  the  gene« 
fal  unanimity  and  singleness  of  plans  and  views  which 
were  so  necessary  to  ensure  ultimate  success. 

With  respect  to  our  own  elxertions,  it  may  fairly 
be  concluded  that  our  force  was  too  small  for  us  to 
act  as  principles ;  for  though  it  was,  perhaps,  nmne^- 
ricaliy  larger  than  any  which  we  had  previously  sent 
to  the  continent,  yet  times  and  circuittstances,  and 
even  the  mode  of  warfare,  were  much  changed  since 
.  that  period  when  campaigns  we|*e  conducted  often 
by  movements  only,  without  coming  to  action,  and 
Fh^b  the  siege  of  one  or  two  towns^  undertaken  in 

t  ^  «ome 
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«ome  oaeaseres  like  holiday  amosemente,  were  eotmn 
4ered  a$  sufficieut  employmeat  for  a  summer. 

There  is  qo  doubt,  aUu),  that  much  of  the  calamity 
attendant  upon  our  campaign  of  1794,  under,  Hia 
£ayal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  arose  from  the 
mrant  of  cordiality  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
91  which  our  operations  were  carried  on :  for  it  ha3 
been  well  observed,  that  though  at  first  our  troops 
were  on  a  very  friendly  footing  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Flanders,  yet  still  so  rooted  was  the  aversion  of 
that  people  to  the  Austrian  government,  and  so  par-* 
tial  were  they  to  the  principles  and  views  of  the 
French  republican  party,  that  their  troops  were  al? 
ways  welcomed  into  the  towns  with  the  loudest  ac* 
clamations^  and  always  treated  with  every  mark  of 

attachment. 

It  niust  also  be  remembered  that  in  the  reign  of 
ijfoseph  the  2ndt  most  of  the  fortifications  in  Flanders 
bad  been  completely  destroyed,  in  consequence  of 
^e  perturbed  state  of  the  country,  and  its  dispositiori 
to  revolt.  This,  however,  turned  out  a  mistaken  po- 
licy }  for  many  of  these  were  the  most  complete  work^ 
ever  constructed,  and  would  have  been  of  the  utmost 
^rvice  in  obstructing^  the  progress  of  the  French  Bxm 
in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign . 
.   After  the  surrender  of  Tournay,^  indeed  on  the 

very 

*  The  ev;icuatioo  of  Tournay  was  folJowed  b  j  one  of  ihote  ooeurr 
reAcet  so  abockiog  to  homaDity,  aaU  yet  so  frequent  durwg  the  great 
est  part  of  the  revolution.  One  who  was  almost  an  eye  witness  of  thi« 
rnelanisholy  events  relates,  that  amongst  the  numerous  victims  of  insa- 
tiable French  barbarity  were  two  beautiful  young  women  respects* 
bly  situated  as  milliners  in  that  city.  Britannia's  sons,  says  tbif 
pleasing  writer,  are  ever  tremblingly  alive  to  the  charms  of  the  fair 
stfx ;  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore  that  the  angelic  sisters  of  the  grande 
place  found  many  admirers  in  the  Duke  of  York's  army  which  had 
beei|  so  long,  and  to  frequenliy^  encamped.  In  the  neigh  boor  hood. 
I'he  youDfl^  women  selected  tbeir  favourites,  an  fUtackment  du  canm 
subsisted  between  them  and  two  English  officers;  and  after  the  evacua-!> 
tiqo  Qf  the  tQwp,  letters  from  their  absent  lovers  were  found  in  th'eii^ 

i  possessioq. 
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Very  d^  6ti  t?hich  the  capitQlatioti  was  signal,  hid 
Hoya)  Hi g^nefis  tras  obliged  to  abandon  the  position 
near  Oodfenarde,  and  to  retire  towards  Antwerp ;  tc> 
which  city  he  sent  his  6ick  and  wounded.  The 
French  immediately  took  possession  of  Oudenattie  j 
end,  most  fortunately  for  themselves,  wefcf  there  sup^ 
plied,  as  well  as  at  Toumay,  with  large  qoantitieif 
Dcith  of  military  stores  and  provisions,  for  want  of 
which  they  omst  otherwise  have  soon  been  in  extrettif^ 
distress. 

*  At  this  eventful  period,  the  little  army  nnder  the 
Earl  of  Moira  arrived  at  Ostend;  and  his  Jjordship> 
Having  got  intelligence  of  the  perilous  situation  ot 
his  Royal  Highnesses  forces,  soon  found  it  necessary 
fro  call  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  considered, 
that  it  would  tend  more  to  the  ultimate  safet v  of  the 
BfitisK  army  to  proceed  immediately  to  its  relief,  than 
to  risk  the  chanee  of  a  siege,  which  the  French  Wonld 
Certainly  undertake ;  and  in  which  even  the  bravef*^ 
and  most  protracted  defence  of  the  garrison,  whilst 
the  French  were  pressing  on  the  Duke  with  such  ah 
imposing  fo!•^e,  would  not  tend  in  the  slightest  decree 
to  make  a  diversion  in  his  favour. 

This  condnet  of  Lord  Moira,  however  prudent  and 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  appears  to 
have  been  very  different  from  the  original  inten- 
tion of  his  expedition  to  this  place ;  for  in  a  vindfr* 
<^&tion  of  his  conduct  in  MS.  which  was  handed 
about  amongst  the  superiors  officers,,  it  was  stated 
that  the  orders  under  which  he  embarked,  pointed 
out  the  restricted  object  of  defending  Ostend ;  and 
^Iso  that  he  had  told  the  ministry  that  any  orders  for 
his  serving  in  Flanders,  must  occasion  his  immediate 
resignation^    The  day   after  his  landing,  however,, 

he 


possession.  Accused  of  having  corresponded  Mrilh  the  enemy,  they 
iKrere  tostftntly  hurried  to  the  fatal  cart,  conveyed  toLi^l^s  and  never 
4id  the  merciless  bl»4f  of  the  guUotinc  descend  upon  a,ott  lovely 
ian^cent  victims* 


j32  life  op  the  most  NOBLE 

:-■'*■  lit.  ■     ■        '^  ■-— 

Exemplary  .conduct  of  Marquis  WelJesley. 

■      1.    ■■!  .  I  - I.I  .  ■      .  ■  .  ill.  I 

lie  h^rd  so  much  of  the*  state  of  the  country,  that  he 
thought  he  could  not  honestly  confine  bis  attention  to 
the.  precise  point  of  service  con6ned  to  him. 
;  In  consequence  of  his  new  adopted  plan,  he  first 
made  a  proposal  to  Generals  Clairfayt  and  Walmoden 
to  unite  their  forces,  and  act  from  Bruges  to  Thieldt^ 
.upon  the  left  wing  of  the  French. 

From  General  Clairfayt,  he  soon  after  received  a 
jdeclara^ipn  that  on  account  of  Prince  Cobourg^s  oe-* 
feat,  he  could  not  fulfil  any  engagement  with  him, 
and  that  M  expected  to  evacuate  Ghent  in  a  few 
hours. 

A  careful  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances 
induced  bis  Lordship  to  resolve  on  the  plan  of  march* 
ing  with  his  forc,*e  of  10,000  men  to  join  the  main 
army,  by  the  route  of  Ecloo  and  Ghent ;  but  still  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  evacuate  Ostend,  as  its  fur- 
ther possession  was  no  longer  of  importance  to  the 
general  cai^re.  Accordingly  he  ordered  that  the 
troops  forniing  the  garrison  should  be  immediately 
embarked  ;  which  was  done  with  such  promptitude 
^^and  jud^^menty  that  in  the  short  space  of  one  day 
(July  the  1st,  1794,)  the  whole  garrison,  with  their 
baggage,  and  alLmiiitary  stores,  were  safe  on  board  the 
.transports.  Owing  to  the  exertions  of  Lieutienant 
(now  $ir  Home)  Popliani,' then  agent  for  transports, 
all  the  ships  were  got  clear  of  the  harbour,  notwith*- 
standing  the  enemy*s  fire,  except  an  old  Indiaman, 
the  Glatton,  and  a  prison-ship ;  but  as  the  wind  fresh* 
ened,  and  blew  strong  into  the  harbour,  it  became  im- 
possible to  move  them. 

Intelligence  of  an  /event  so  important  could  not 
fail  of  being  sent  to  the  French,  by  their  friends  in 
the  town,  which  induced  them  to  make  such  a  rapicji 
march,  as  to  have  their  advanced  guards  close  to  the 
walls  in  the  evening  of  that  day  ;  so  that  indeed  a 
party  of  them  marched  in  even  whilst  the  last  divi- 
sion of  tite  British  troops  were  embarkijig,  and  im- 
one^iately^  turned   the  cannon,  of  the  difterent  forts 

upoa 
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upon  the  boats  and  tratisports ;  from  all  which  it  is 
evident  :^hat  nothing  but  the  promptitude  of  decision 
on  the  part  of  Lord  Moira;  the  extreme  activity  of 
Colonel  Vyse,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  business 
was  entrusted,  arid  the  cordial  60-operation  of  all  thfe 
other  principal  officers,  could  have  saved  that  rem* 
nant  of  the  British  force,  consisting*  of  the  8th,  SSrd, 
and  44th  regiments,  which  were  to  land  in  Zealand^ 
and  thence  proceed  to  join  the  main  body. 

It  might  fairly  have  been  supposed  that  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  occupation  of  Ostend, 
by  a  British  garrison  might  have  had  some  effect  bti 
the  self-interested  minds  of  its  inhabitants :  yet  so  in*- 
fatuated  were  they  with  French  politics,  or  so  igrto^ 
rant  of  French  rapacity,  that  the  advanced  troops  OE 
entering  the  place  were  received  with  the  loudest  ac- 
clamations, and  with  open  arms ;  which  generous  re- 
ception the  French  commanding  officers  inimediately 
repaid  by  anew  system  of  organization  according  to 
the  most.approved  and  most  practised  rules  of  French 
fraternity.  , 

On  taking  possession,  taxes  to  the  amount  of  two  mil« 
lions,  were  levied,  and  all  the  warehouses  put  in  requi- 
sition. Indeed  every  other  townrand  village  shared 
the  same  fate  ;  and  Lisle  and  Dunkirk  being  ff'xed  on 
as  the  depots"  of  plunder,  every  young  man  from  15 
to  30  was  obliged  to  work  on  the  canal  from  Nieuport 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  transport  of  the  goods  and  of 
the.  bar  vest.  No  alternative  was  allowed  ;  submission 
or  the  guillotine  elxcepted. 

The  Earl  of  Moirahims^f  and  his  small  force  had 
uow  to  proceed  by  land  to  the  British  head^-quarters 
in  the  face  of  a  superior  enemy  ;  he  bad  taken  care, 
however,  with  the  most  admirable  degree  of  military 
precision,  to  secure  a  communication,  and  to  ensure 
liis  junction  with  that  part  of  the  allied  army  under 
General  Clairfayt :  and  the  rapidity  of  the  march 
fortunately  exposed  nothing  to  <>hanco,  though  the 
French  General  had  orders  to  strike  at*  the  corpse 
2.  Jfi  aU 
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ail  events^  and  bad  taken  every  preliminary  measure 
for  that  purpose. 

Though  the  evacuation  did  not  take  place  until  the 
1st  of  July,  yet  Lord  Moira  had  pushed  on  sofastwith 
the  main  body  of  his  little  force,  that,  on  the  29th  of 
June,  he  had  arrived  at  Malle  only  four  miles  from 
Bruges  on  the  way  to  Ghent. 

On  this  route  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
York,  (which  had  come  round  by  Sluys  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  part  of  the  country  being  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,)  desiring  him  to  embark  his 
whole  army,  and  to  join  him  at  Antwerp :  but  the 
proceedings  were  too  far  advanced  to  execute  this 
order.  Soon  after  he  received  another  pressing  order 
to  march  by  Sluys  and  Sas  de  Gand,  the  Bruges  road 
appearing  impracticable  to  His  Royal  Highness,  and 
tbjos  to  join  the  British  army  more  rapidly  than  the 
passage  by  sea  would  allow.  Feeling  himself  com- 
pletely now  justified  in  his  course  of  proceedings,  this 
prudent  and  indefatigable  officer  haa  after  a  most  te<- 
dious  and  difficult  march,  and  encountering  continual 
obstacles,  reached  the  town  of  Alost ;  but  such  had 
l^en  the  previous  sufferings  of  his  troops,  that  from 
their  leaving  Ostend  until  their  gaining  that  position 
they  were  without  baggage  or  tent,  and  exposed 
through  all  their  route  to  the  inclemency  of  a  wet  and 
iinhealthy  season. 

Presuming  on  the  fatigue  they  had  endured,  and 
trusting  to  their  consequent  weariness,  the  French 
attacking  them  on  the  6th  of  July ;  of  which  the  com-^ 
niander-in-chiefs  account  stale  J : 

"  Since  writing  my  last  letter,  I  received  a  report 
from  hovd  Moira,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6tb  the 
enemy  made  au  attack  upon  the  outposts  at  Alost. 
The  picqnets  being  driven,  they  penetrated  into  the 
town ;  butj  upon  his  Lordstiip  advancing  with  a  rein* 
forcement,  the  enemy  retreated  in  confusion." 

I^rd  Moira  speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  and  Hspirit 
of  theofiicers.and  men  who  were  engaged  upon  this 

8  occasion; 
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occasion ;    and    particularly   of   Lieutenant-Colonels 
Do\  le  and  Varideleur,  who  were  both  wounded/* 

/The  occurrences,  however,  which  took  place  upon 
this  occasion,  deserve  more  particular  notice  as  illuio 
trative  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  presence  of 
mind  on  trying  occasions.  General,  then  Colonel 
Doyle,  having  accompanied  his  Lordship  with  his  new 
raised  corps,  the  87th,  or  Prince  of  Wales's  Irish  regi- 
ment, he  was  ordered,  during  the  march,  to  take  post 
with  his  battalion  at  this  village,  to  cover  the  move^ 
ments  of  the  army,  as  this  was  supposed  the  most  likely 
route  by  which  the  enemy  would  attempt  an  opposi- 
tion. The  judgment  which  directed  the  movement 
was  correct,  forJ,he  Colonel  had  scarcely  taken  pos- 
session of  the  place,  when  he  was  obliged  to  defend 
hiutself  against  th6  immediate  attack.  He  had  scarce* 
ly  time  to  occupy  the  houses  commanding  the  princi- 

Eai  street  with  the  main  body  of  his  corps,  and  was 
imself  just  returned  from  posting  his  picquets,  when 
a  squadron  of  British  dragoons,  who  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  front,  came  back  on  a  full  gallop,  pursued 
by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  hussars,  who  had 
even  mixed  with  them  and  entered  the  town.  Colonel- 
Doyle  was  in  the  street,  and  still  on  horseback,  but 
attended  only  by  his  two  orderly  dragoons,  (one  of 
whom  was  killed  by  his  side,)  and  had  scarcely  time 
to  caution  his  young  troops  against  firing,  lest  they 
should,  in  the  confusion,  kill  the  British  dragoons 
as  well  as  the  enemy  ;  and  so  much,  was  he  taken  up  * 
with  this  duty  that  two  of  the  enemy's  hussars  ad* 
vanced  to  attack  him  unnoticed.  One  of  these  gav^ 
bim  a  severe  cut  on  the  head  ;  and,  when  he  was  ii| 
the  very  act  of  turning  to  defend  himself,  he  received 
another  wound  in  the  arm  from  the.  second  hpssar. 
The  period,  nay  the  moment,  was  critical ;  nor  could 
he  have  escaped  with  bis  \\ie^  had  not  his  grenadiep 
company^  with  a  well  timed  precision,  comme^iced  ^ 
firis  from  the  flanks  upon  ^,  part  of  the  hussars,  who 
being  thus  thrown  in^o  confusion  tb^  wbple  gave  way, 

IB  2  md 


SQ  LIFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


Anecijotes  of  Colonel  Doyle. 


and  retired^  leavings  a  great  number  of  killed  and 
woimded  behind  them. 

But  the  danger  of  the  Colonel  was  not  orer,  for 
^although  his  immediate,  assailants  had  desisted  from 
their  attack,  yet  in  the  confusion  a  part.of  the  enemy 
had  pushed  past  him,  and  then  occupied  the  narrow 
and  only  passage  by  which  be  could  rejoin  the  body 
of  his  troops,  l^inding  retreat  impossible,  and  safety 
very  precarious,  he,  with  great  presence  of  mind, 
adopted  the  sudden  resolution  of  going  off  in  the 
same  direction  with  the  flying*  enemy,  trusting  to  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  of  extricating  himself. 
It  is  supposed  that  his  being  vvounded  may  have  given 
him  in  some  measure  the  appearance  of  a  prisoner ; 
and,  not  being  known  as  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  detachment,  he  was  permitt^ed  in  the  confusion 
to  accompany  them  unmolested,  JFor  ashort  distance^ 
when  passing  by  several  parties,  more  intent  on  their 
pwn  safety  than  on  securing  hiiti,  he  dashed  down  ^ 
cross  road,  and  got  back  to  his  regiment  and  com<^ 
mand.^ 

Though     , 
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*  Another  instauce  of  his  gallantry  in  early  life  is  equally  deserving 
of  notice^  and  was  indeed  4 he  /irst  cause  of  his  promotion  and  subse* 
iquent  patronage.  Whilst  a  lieutenant  of  light  infantry  in  the  40(h 
regiment:  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant,  vihose  paternal  care  of 
the  younger  part  of  the  officers  of  his  corps  is  said  to  have  made  hini 
te  considered  by  them  as  a  father,  he  also  lilted  the  ofiice  of  adjutant 
!At  the  battle  of  Brooklin  in  America  oo  the- 27th  of  4 u gust,  177^ 
Colonel  Grant  being  desperately  wounded  early  in  the  day,  and  the 
action  becoming  extrenjely  hot,  in  the  very  spot  where  he  lay,  young 
Doyle,  fearful  thai  his  estimable  and  gallant  fritnd  might  be  trampled 
to  death,  ruslied  in  with  a  few  brave  followers,  to  the  very  midst  of  the 
•nemy,  and  dragged  the  bojly  of  his  commander  from  amongst  their 
feet ;  but  it  was  only  his  body,  for  his  soul  had,  in  the  conflict,  de-. 
parted  for  a  better  world.  This  generous  act  of  self-devotion,  and 
jbf  almost  filial  piety,  not  only  gained  the  applause  of  all  who  witness- 
ed ;t,  but  produced  a  very  handsome  and  energetic  compliment  from 
the  commander- >n  chief,  and  laid  the  basis  of  his  future  advancement; 
Itis  impossible  to  quit  this  subject  without  noticing  that  If.  is  to  Gewe- 
tal  Poyle  that  a  great  pToportion  of  'our  regular  army  (the  regiments 
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Though  the  name  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Welles- 
ley  was  not  mentioned  particularly  in  this  affair,  we 

hav^ 


9n  the  Irfsb  establishment)  are  Indebted  for  their  present  comfortable 
subsistence,  when  worn  out  veterans;, for  although  the  sister  coun- 
try there  vras  an  institution,  something  similar  to  that  at  Chelsea,  yet 
it  was  on  so  confined  a  scale,  both  with  respect  to  the  numbers  pvo« 
vided  for,  and  to  the  amount  of  their  stipend,'  that  few  could  hope 
for  relief;  nor  was  that  relief  adequate  to  the  end  proposed.  To  Ge- 
neral Doyle,  then  member  of  ParHanient  for  MuUingar  in  1782,  it  was 
left  to  bring  forward  a  measure  of  such^reat  importance  as  the  im. 
provement  of  this  national  desideratum ;  and  to  eloquence  may  it 
be  said  that  the  improvement  was  owing.  Unused  to  the  technical 
mojdes  of  Parliamentary  business,  he  might  have  failed  ;  but  his  elo- 
quence was  irresistible.  His  speeches  on  the  different  stages  of  the 
business  were  masler-pieces  of  simple,  yet  expressive,  oratory ;  and 
his  anecdotes  were  so  well  timed  as  not  only  to  awaken  all  the  finer 
feelings,  but  to  produce  conviction  in  the  minds  of  his  auditory.  In 
recapitulating  various  anecdotes  of  the  gallantry  of  the  common  Irish 
soldiery,  he  related  one  which  we  transcribe  verbatim  from  his  own 
word  on  the  occasion.  '*  Another  brilliant  example  of  tried  fidelity 
flashes  upon  my  mind  ;  when  Lord  E.awdon  was  in  South  Carolina, 
he  had  to  send  an  express  of  great  importance  through  a  country  filled 
with  the  enemy  :  a  corporal  of  the  17th  dragoons,  of  known  courage, 
and  intelligence,  was  selected  to  escort  it.  They  had  not  proceeded 
far  un^il  they  were  fired  upon^  the  express  killed,  and  the  corporal 
wounded  in  the  side.  Careless  of  his  wound,  he  thought  but  of  his 
duty:  he  snatched  ijie  dispatch  from  the  dying  man,  and  rode  on  till 
from  the  loss  of  blood  he  fell ;  when,  fearing  the  dispatch  would  be 
taken  by  the  enemy,  he  thrust  it  into  .the  wound  until  it  closed  upon 
it.  H3  was  found  next  day  by  a  British  patrole,  with  a  benignant 
smile  of  conscious  virtue  on  his  countenance,  with  life  sufHcienHy  re* 
maining  to  point  to  the  fatal  depository  of  his  secret.  In  searching 
the  wound  was  found  the  cause  of  his  death  ;  for  the  surgeon  declared 
^hat  it  was  not  in  itself  mortal,  but  rendered  so  by  the  insertion  of  ti^e 
paper. 

Thus  fell  the  patriot  soldier- 
Cut  otf  from  f?lory's  race, 
Which  never  mortal  was  more  fond  to  run  ; 
Unheard  he  fell ! 

In  rank  a  corporal,  he  was  in  mind  a  hero.  His  name  O'Laveryj 
his  country,  IreUnd  ;  Pown  was  his  county,  and  the  parish  Moira,  in 
which  a  chaste  monument  records  at  once  his  fame',  and  the  gratitude 
of  his  illustrious  commander  and  countryman  Lord  Rawdon.  While 
pemory  hdlcjs  her  seat,  thy  deed,  O  generous  vittim !  shall  be  pre^ ' 
"    '      *  '*.'.'•''        "     '  sent 
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baire  been  g'iven  to  andei*stand  that  he^  (although  his 
o\Tn  regiment  was  embarked)  had  accompanied  the 
^rmy  on  their  march,  and  commanded  a  covering 
party  in  the  rear,  on  which  service  he  was  highly 
instrumental  in  the  repulse  of  the  French  army  upon? 
this^occasion. 

Two  days  aft6y^tbis  action,  on  the  8th  of  July,  Lord 
Moira  effected  a  junction  with  the  Duke  of  York. 
They  posted  their  nnited  forces  along  the  canal  be- 
tween Bnissels  and  Antwerp ;  but  here  they  were  not 
permitted  to  remain. 

Previously  to  this,  inconsequence  of  General  Clair- 
feyt's  retreat  to  Ghisnt,  General  Count  Waimoden 
had  been  obliged  to  fall  back  with  the  Hanoverians, 
upon  the  right  iSank  of  the  Austrians,  by  which 
means  Bruges  had  been  abaiHlooed  an  early  as  the 
16th  of  June :  on  whicb  the  municipality  of  that 
fi^ce  sent  deputies  to  the  French  army,  with  an 
invitation  to  them  to  visit  the  town,  and  assuring 
them  of  a  most  cordial  reception,  accompanied  with- 
ntany  high  compliments  on  their  known  good  faith 
and  generosity. 

The  French  with  great  politeness  accepted  of  this- 
invitation,  but  were  obliged  to  apologize  for  postpon-^ 
ing  the  visit,  inconsequence  of  the  expected  advance; 
of  the  British :  but,  afterwards  advancing,  taxed 
them. to  the  amount  of  four  millions  of  livres. 

The  fa]l  of  Oudenarde  being  followed  by  that  of 
Ghent,  on  the  5th  of  July,  tlie  republican  forces,  by 
the  possession  of  this  very  considerable  city,  were 
enabled  to  form  an  important  station,  and  thus  to 

support 


sent  to  my  mind  :  I  would  not  for  worlds  have  lost  tby  name.  How 
nvould  it  have  lived  in  Greek  or  Roman  story  !  nor  (he  Spartan  hero 
ofTbermopylSy  nor  the  Roman  Curtius^  have  in  self-devotion  gone 
beyond  thee !  Leonidas  fought  in  the  pre^ience  of  a  grateful  country  ; 
thou  wert  in  a  strange  land  unseen.  Curtius  had  all  Rome  for  hi» 
spectators;  the  corporal  was  alone  in  a  desert*  He  adopted  the  sen? 
timeat  without  knowing  the  language,  and  chose  for  his  epitapb> 
Dulce  et  decorum  Hi  pro  patria  mori/' 
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support  a  numerous  force,  sufficient  to  keep  the  al- 
lied army  in  a  constant  state  of  alarm.*  The  posi- 
tion of  the  British  troops  under  His  Royal  Highness 
was  no  longer  tenable ;  therefore,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  be  judged  it  most  prudent  to  eva^ 
cuate  his  {^otst,  and  to  approach  towards  Antwerp,  ia 
ordier  to  shorten  the  distance,  and  thereby  facilitate 
the  junction  between  his  army,  and  that  advancing^  to 
bis  relief  under  Lord  Moira. 

The  French  attacked  them  in  great  strength  on 
the  12th  of  this  month :  and  they  were  compelled  to 
take  shelter  before  Mechlin,  closely  pressed  by  their 
assailants:    from  the  post  of   annoyance,   however^ 
which  tb^y  bad   possessed  themselves  of,  they  were, 
in  their  turn,  driven  by  a  reinforcement  brought  up 
by   liord  Moira,  and  obliged  to  fall   back  on  their 
main   body,  with  great   loss.     This  little  enterprize 
kept  the  enemy  in  check  for  three  days ;  but  they  a 
(second  time  attacked  the  posts  in  front  of  Mechlin,  on   , 
tha  side  towards  the  canal,  near  which  the  British 
troops  occupied  the  dyke,  from  whence  they  were  not 
dislodged  until  after  a  very  obstinate  resistance.  The 
French,  however,  were  too  numerous  for  the  reten- 
tion of  the  post;  accordingly  no  measures  were  takea 
to  regain  it:  and  the  British,  after  retiring  to  Mech** 
bn,  finding  it  untenable,  evacuated  it  immediately. 
Antwerp  was  now  their  last  resource ;  and  though 
the  Duke  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
retain  it  even  for  any  length  of  time,  from  the  com- 
manding force  which  the  Freuch  possessed  enabling^ 

them 
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*  Ghent  was  taxed  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  tivres  by  the 
Republican  army  on  taking  possession.  Theconveiitof  Nobles  in  one 
million  ;  that  of  Bodeloo  in  eight  hundred  thousand ;  and  the  mercan* 
tile  houses  in  ptoportiou  ;  where  no  specie  was  to  be  had,  the  goodf 
were  seized  upon.  All  carriages  were  considered  in  a  state  of  requisi- 
tion ;  and  the  owners  ordered,  under  pain  of  death,  to  send  them  to  th« 
abbey  of  St.  Pierre,  which  was  converted  into  a  Teppsitory.  Brugfes 
was  taxed  to  the  amount  of  four  millions  of  which  the  clergy  were  to 
pay  two,  the  nobles  one,  and  tlijp  citizens,  leaving  upon  their  income 
aaothen 
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them  to  surrouad  it  on  every  side ;  yet  he  still  re*^ 
iK)lved,  with  great  propriety,  to  remain  there  for 
some  time,  in  order  to  cover  the  military  ^operations 
of  the  Dutch  on  their  own  frontiers,  and  to  give  them 
every  opportunity  of  putting  their  various  worksinto 
the  best'  condition  for  a  vigorous  defence.  At 'this 
period  the  Earl  of  Moira  resigned  his  command,  and 
returned  to  England. 

After  the  4th  of  August,  Lord  Moira*s  army  was 
incoporated  with  the  Duke's,^  and  the  whole  of  the 
infantry  brigaded  afresh.  The  33rd  had  been  one  of 
the  regiments  intended  to  have  been  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  Lord  Cornwallis:  but  they  ,  were  now  de^ 
tained  in  Holland  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
case. 

During  the  pi'ogress  of  the  retreat,  the  French 
having  passed  the  morass  at  Fiel,  deemed  an  insu* 
perable  barrier  bi&tween  the  contending  powers,  a 
sudden  attack  was  made  irpon  all  the  posts  on  the 
right  of  the  British  army  on  the  14th  of  Septem«> 
ber,  when  that  of  Boxtel,  the  most  advanced, 
was  forced,  with  a.  loss  of  1500  of  the  troops  of 
Hesse  Darmstadt,  M'ho  were  completely  surrounded^ 
and  cut  off.  The  possession  of  Boxtel  by  the  enetnf 
rendering  the  whole  line  of  po^ts  untenable,  as  it 
completely  commanded  the  river  Dommel,^  which 
runs  immediately  into  the  town  by  Fort  Isabella,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  retake  it,  and  for  that  purpose  detached  the  re^ 
serve,  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Guards,  the  l2th^ 
33d,  42d,  and  44th  regiments  of  the  line,  with  ca«« 
valry  and  artillery.     At  day-break  on  the  15th,  Ge^ 

neral 
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*  The  following  narrow  escape  of  the  Duke  of  York  has  hitherto 
passed  unnoticed.  As  be  was  crossing  a  small  river,  by  means  of  a 
pJanky  a  soldier  suddenly  rushed  by  him,  and  reached  the  opposite 
bank«  The  Duke  stopped,  struck  with  indignation  at  the  soldier^s 
rudeness;  but  his  indignation  was  changed  into  gratitude,  when  he 
saw  the  man's  head  takeu  off  by  a  caoAon^bali  as  sooa  as  he  bad  lejt 
the  plank. 
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nerol '  Abercrombie  having  reconnoitred »  found  the 
enemy  so  stronp^ly  posted,  that  he  did  not  venture  to 
risqoe  the  attack  vi^ithout  positive  orders;  and,  upon 
sending  back  to  His  Royal  Highness  for  instructions, 
he  was  desired  to  persist  in  the  attack,  but  not  to  pro- 
ceed further  than  he  thought  prudent. 

In  front,  and  inclining  to  the  left  of  Abercrombie's 
corps,  which  had  advanced  through  Schyhdal,  was  a 
plain,  skirted  by  a:  thick  plantation  of  firs,  in  which 
the  French  had  constructed  several  masked  batteries. 
The  Coldstream  regiment  had  been  left  on  picquet 
atr  Erp,  a  village  on  the  river  Aa,  between  Bois  le  Due 
and  Helmont.  The  cavalry,  1st  and  3rd  guards, 
with  the  33rd  and  44th  regiments  of  the  line,  pushed 
on  towards  the  point  of  attack,  the  12th  and  42nd  re- 
maining in  reserve  on  and  near  SchyndeU  Some 
French  Hussars  shewed  themselves  boldly  on  the  level 
ground,  as  a  lure  to  the  British  cavalry  ;  and,  retreat- 
ing before  them,  dispersed  when  they  had  drawn 
our  unwary  squadrons  within  reach  of  their  bat- 
teries, .which  immediately  opening  upon  them,  they 
sustained  some  Joss  before  they  could  possibly  fall 
back.  General  Abercrombie  having  little  doubt, 
by  this  time,  of  the  proximity  of  the  French  grand 
Qrmy,  and  conceiving  he  had  obeyed  his  orders  in  the  ' 
fullest  extent,  by  advancing  as  far  as  prudence  would 
justify,  determined  to  recal  his  troops,  and  to  retreat 
within  the  British  lines  of  encampment.  About  one 
hundred  ware  killed  and  wounded  during  the  affair; 
and  akhongh  the  British  retired  in  very  good  order,  , 
yet  the  narrowness  of  the  road  had  caused  a  regi- 
ment of  Irish  light  dragoons  to  throw  the  1st  guards 
into  some  confusion.  Taking  advantage  of  this  de- 
lay, the  enemy's  squadrons  advanced  in  full  force; 
but  fortunately  the  thirty^Jiird  were  formed  in  the 
rear,  when  their  gallant  leader  with  great  judgment 
and  prom^itude  caused  them  to  open,  and  permit 
the  dragoons  to  pass  through,  when  instantly  wheel- 
ing up  into  line  they  jhrevv  in  a  few  cool  and  well 
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dirbcted  vollies  into  the  thickest  of  the  assailavti^. 
which  obliged  them  to  retreat  with  precipitation,  and 
thereby  enabled  General  Abeorombic  to  complete  Us 
retreat  without  further  molestation. 

The  army  having  fallen  back  on  the  Maes  abootl 
the  17th  of  Septe^nber,  the  French  videttes  were  afiw 
"vaoced  in  many  places  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  frequently  conversed  with  the  British  8ol-> 
diers  on  picquet,  expressing  great  respect  for  their 
national  cnaracter,  and  assuring  them  that  Piohegru's^ 
army  had  recdved  with  universal  disgust  the  infial- 
mons  decree  of  the  Convention,  to  grant  their  brav« 

enemies 


*  The^rragance  of  this  upstart  general  may  be;  dniWD  from  the  fbU 
lowing  Uconic  epistle  which  be  tranfmittcd  ta  Uie  Pgpcc  ^f  ColiMiurg» 
Ob  bis  finit  Ukiog  the  field ; 

**  Geaeraly 

**  1 9uniin«n  yoa,  in  the  name  of  the  Fneoch  He- 
gublic  to  give  up  immediately  Le  Q<i<rsnoi«  Conde,  and  Valenciennes^ 
or  bo  ^ssored  I  shall  attack  and  van4uish  you. 

*«  PfCHEGRO.'' 

N^hu(itb«tanding  this  specimen  of  French  bravado,  it  must  be  ac'* 
knowledged  that  Pichegru  was  the  most  moderate  of  all  the  French  Re* 
publican  chiefs,  and  is  quite  freejrom  all  charges  of  private  plunder 
and  peculation,-  a  circumstance  authenticated  by  a  very  singular  facty 
ia  tint  period  of  rapacity*  His  parents  were  very  poor  and  obscure 
people  at  Arboist  in  Franche  Compte,  where  he  was  born  in  I7dl ;  and 
he  having  began  his  studies  at  a  small  college  here^  continued  and- 
Hn  proved  them  at  the  convent  of  monks  of  the  order  of  Minims;  so 
Jiiuoh  so.  Indeed,  thiit  these  reverend  fathers  persuaded  aod  encoa^ 
raged  htm  to  teach  phi losophy^  and  roathematica  in  .a  college  of  tJielf. 
order  at  Brienne.  lie  was  unwilling,  however,  to  enter  on  his  novi* 
tiate,  or  take  up  the  cowl ;  but  ei)1isted  in  the  arl'illery,  and  served 
in  America,  where  he  laid  the  foundation  of  those  Republtcanprincf- 
ples  which  afterwards  biought  him  to  act  so  goeat  a  part  on  the  inililaiyi 
theatre  of  Evfope*  Twould  far  exceed  our  limits  to  notice  the  infa« 
Vkpm  conduct  of  that  party  in  France  which  succeeded  at  length  ia 
depriving  him  of  his  command  ;  it  !s  sufficient  to  say  that  he  returned 
to  htH  native  place  nearly-as  poor  as  when  he  left  It;  for  all  his  property* 
was  his  bofses  and  cftmp  eqipage*.  and  thme  he  sold  to  divide  wikk 
two^qf  bia  poprest'r^Utiiscs^  who  were  not  afraid  to  affprd  him  sh^ller^ 
aqd  with  the  remaining  five  brethren  of  his  old  friends  the  Minimsg 
all  that  remained,  the  rest  having  either  periihed  in  pris6nf,  or  6n  te- 
volutioaaf7  scaffolds* 
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enemies  tio  quarter.  Tb^y  nroiild  frequiently  coQtinpQ 
those  conversations  for  hours,  with  all  the  garriilitjt 
pieftttliar  to  their  ovn  conntryv  always  closing  their 
leroark^  with  ^*  EBglisbtiien»  ^go  honfie^-yoa  haTe^n^ 
beaiaesiH  here**-yomine  too  hooest  to  he  leagued  with 
the  Amtrians  and  Prussians.  They  will  soon  leav^ 
ymi  in  the  lurch/*  .  Theiae  conversations  usually  CQnr 
eluded  with  the  one  party  striking.up  *^  0od  save.tb^ 
Kingf'  and  the  otJier  ^^  Car  Ira/'  qv  the  Carmaifnolp 

The  great  project  now  in  agitation  among  tb^ 
French  was  the  attempt.  UfK^i  Holland.  This,  how^r 
ever,  contrary  to  the  usual  mode,  was. intended  for^a 
winter  campaign ;  ior  that  ,$eason  was  approaching^ 
and  its  expect^  severity  held  out  to  them  a  prospect 
of  being  able  to  pasB  the  various  rivers  aod  caotisiaf 
soon  as  they  should  foe  frozen  over. 

This  detenninatioo  had  taken  place  after  a  amaH 
action  at  Creve  Cceur,  which  had  enabled  theiu  to 
advance  towards  Bois  le  Due,  at  which  time  the 
British  ^rmy  was  posted  at  Grave,  which  His  Boystl 
Highness  thought  too  near  the^  presence  of  a  superior 
force ;  accordinglyy  about  the  beginning  of  October, 
whop  they  had  takon  that  place,  he  foufid  himselfjcoioaf^ 
pelled  to  retire. 

The  States  Generals  were  so  short  sighted  in  their 
polic^^  a9  to  imagine  they  could  negociate  a  separate 
peace  with  France,  while  she  was  buoyed  up  by  pre« 
saiift  success,  and  stimulated  hy  her  wafits  to  future 
rapacity.  Th^  Dutch*' indeed,  seemed  regardless 
of  «very  foroier  treaty,  and  unmindful  of  every  obli- 
gation which  they  owed  to  Great  .Bdtain,  one  of 
whose  pfojects,  in  entering  upon  this  ej^pensive  war, 
Was  ihfiir  protectiQUi  md  the.  security  ot  the  advan- 
tages ihegf  derived  ft^m  a  freia  'Osi^igatiOhO  of  the 
Scheldt.  Dutch  ^inhassadors  wai^e  ev<en  seiitto^ 
$eeeh  the  f uling  faction  at  Paris  to  grant  thcfm  $uch 
terms  as  their  inmrn  gPQd  faith  and  generosity  would 
4iftiM» ;   bip$  i^  n^rtunate  and  misgwdi^l  Bol* 
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landers  were  first  cajoled^  next  -plundered,  and  thei» 
laog:hed  at.  ^      ' 

Abeut  this  periods  from  the  advance  of  the  enetBy, 
this  Dutch  Patriots  also  dared  openly  to  avow  their 
firiffciples.  Indeed  the  Stadtholder's  party  was  de* 
creasing  daily,  and  the  greatest  dissentions  prevailing 
in  the  different  cities  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  per^. 
nicioos  effects  were  much  felt  by  our  army.  The  re« 
treat  too  was  hastened,  by  the  precautionary  measures 
of  destroying  the  dykes  not  beihg  sufficiently  attend- 
ed  to.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  had  been  pierced 
through,  and  round  Bois  le  Due  the  inqndations  had 
succeeded  tolerably  well;  but  on  the  capture  of  Creve 
Coeur,  which,  though  only  a  small  fortress,  standing 
on  the  Maes,  between  Bois  le  Due  and  Bomtnel^^ 
commanded  the  sluices  of  the  former  town.  The 
French  were  thereby  enabled  to  draw  off  tlie  water, 
to  bid  defiance  to  the  inundations,  and  to  form  the 
siege   of  that   place.     But  the  bombardment  was 

'    scardely 

■«        I  I   I  ■  !■         II I  -  ■■.•■■  II  ■    ■  '      •  .        ■       r         J  '-'     ^'      •        i<  -^      ~  w, 

'  *  It  is  a  curious  military  fact,  and  interesting  fn  a  work  ofihis  hi- 
tur«9  that  Bommel  may  be  called  the  birthplace  of  the  modern  system 
of  fortification.  It  is  a  small  town  on  the  banks  of  t\yc .  Wa?!:;,  attthn 
ends  of  the  two  principal  streejts  are  gates;  that  tqiyards  the  watcr,be» 
tween  very  ancient  wails,  but  on  the  land  side  more  modern  and 
stronger,  with  drawbridges  over  a  wide  fosse  th^t  nearly  surrounds  the 
town.  *  ,..»-: 

On  the  other  side;  of  this  ditch  are  high  and  broad  eipbankn^ei^f, 
-well  planted  with  trees,  and  so  suitable  to  be  used  as.public  ^yalks  tl^t 
they  have  generally  been  supposed  to  hav6  b^en  raised  pari ly  for  that 
"porpbse,  and  partly  as  defences  to  the  place  figarn^t  inundattofisi 
.They  are,  however,  greater  curiositije^,  having  been  thrown 'up;  by 
Prince  Maurice,  in  1599^  principally  because  be  consi^er^cj /his.  gafr^ 
soA  was  too  numerous  for  the  old  works,  and  thereby  eriabledihjm  tp 
extend  his  line  of  defence.  Between  th^tfe  entrenchments  are  made 
Vbat  IS' thought  to  have  been"  the  first  attempt  at'a  *'  cbve^  way,'*  ii6\r 
loTtmiag  such  a  principal,  part  of  the  mpdefp  system  [of  de/ehde.;  At 
that  period  Bommel  stood  a  siege  of  five  wee^s^  1|>  which  the  Spaiush 
General  Mendoza,  lost  two' thousand  men.  In  facti*  Bp.mmei  was  ^ 
place  of  ti^e  last  importance  to  the  Dutch,  in  theh*  struggle  v^ith'Phi- 
]|p  of  Spain  'for  th«i#  liberty  at  that  perJod*abut  doW|  dlas !  ]iov  tk]\^ 
jh^  ^p  gallant  simplicity  of  thetg  aqcestors* 
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scaitcely  begun,  when  the  gtites  of  the  town  were 
thrown  open,  and  the  governor,  who  was  generally 
coniskl^red  as  being  highly  bribed,  surrendered  on 
the  dfch  of  October.  Unfortunately,  by  this  dastardly 
proceeding,  upwards  of  400  helpless  emigrants  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  remorseless  Republicans.  They 
had,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  escape  in  various  dis« 
guises ;  but  most  of  them  were  discovered,  and  others 
betrayed;  and  all  who  were  taken  were  most  inhu* 
manly  butchered,  en  masse^  at  the  head  of  the  Repub- 
lican army. 

When  the  vanguard  of  the  British  army  had 
crosi^d  the  Waal,  on  the  6th  of  October,  and  were' 
approaching  the  villages  marked  out  for  their  canton- 
ments, a  drummer  entered  a  Dutchman's  house  upon 
the  side  of  the  dyke,  to  purchase  some  apples,  ex* 
posed,  as  he  imagined,  for  sale.  The  fellow,  sup- 
posing the  lad's  intention  was  to  steal  them,  aimed  a 
pistol  athisvbreast;  and,  polling  the  trigger,  wounded- 
tiim  severely.  The  flank  battalion  of  guards  marching 
by  at  the  moment,  a  serjeant  darted  towards  the  house 
in  order  to  secure  the  offender;  but,  finding  thedoorn* 
closely  barricaded,  he  found  his  way  through  a  window,- 
and  was  proceeding  up  the  staircase,  when  the  Dutch- 
man sprung  from  a  dark  corner,  and  stabbed  him  to 
the  heart.  The  house  wa»  instantly  surrounded  amt 
«eton  fire  by  the  enraged  soldiers;  one  man  escaped 
along  tbethatch  enveloped  in  the  smoke;  but  the  rascat 
wboliad  killed  the  serjeant  wds  discovered,  and  im<^ 
mediately  )iung  upon  the  nearest  tree  as  an  example 
to  others.  These  lE>ccurr^nces  were  but  trifles,  Ik)w- 
iever,  t<>  spbsequent  atrocities  inflioted  upon  tiie  sidi' 
and  htelpless  of  the  British  army. 

While  the  British  army  was  lying  behind  th<9 
M eose,- ofi  the  )9th  of  October  in  the  morning,  th^ 
enemy^  to  tiheamovnt  of  30,000men,as  afterwards  «tat« 
ed  by  the  prisoncyrs,  attacked  the  whole  of  the  advanced^ 
posts  of  the  right  wing,  particularly  that  of  Pratia^ 
whicfa  was  defended  by  the  37tb  regimeoi^  ati|l  tha^ 
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Attqck  oo  tb«  ^ritisb  lines. 


of  Apelthern^  whi»re  the  Prince ^f  Bobanii's  lif  ht  ImiI« 
talion  was  posted.  Xn  tbift  afiair  which  happened 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  4bd  C!o«DttiaiKler4«r 
Chiefs  the  gallantry  of  the  whole  Pritii»h  line  wHi 
inost  cofispicaous  ;  the  odds^  however,  were  too  great; 
and  at  last  the  post  on  the  left  of  the  87th»  wfeidi  was 
occupied  by  a  detachment  of  Rohan's  hussars,  Wa$ 
forcted*  Major  Hope,  who  commanded  the  -STth,  and 
who  on  this  occasion  distiagaished  himself  extraiBirfy* 
was  obliged  to  retreat  upon  the  dyke  along  the  Waaii 
which  he  continued  for  some  time  without  being  mnclt 
lUAnoyed  by  the  enemy.  Unfortunately,  howevef,  a 
$troi)g  body  of  the  etienoyV  hussars  being  mistaken  fof 
the  corps  of  Rohan,  the  regiment  eillowed  them  to 
come  upon  them  unmolested,  wlien  the  hussars  itpfoer 
diat^ly  attacked,  and  the  narrowness  of  the  dyke, 
which  on  every  other  occasion  must  have  afforded  i| 
security  to  the  infantry,  in  this  instance  actf^d  against 
them,  as  they  were  driven  off  by  the  enemy's^  chai'gei 
and  suffered  severely. 

In  addition  to  this  attadcing  force,  the  Comi|ifiDdert 
ia-Chief  having  received  intelligence  that  another 
iponsiderable  body  bad  passed  the  Mouse,  near  ^^ure? 
mond,  and  were  advancing  upon  the  left  flank,  having 
already  taken  possession  of  Clev€S»  he  judged  it  im^ 
j^udentto  risk  a  general  action  in  this  position,  which 
i|vas  kept  only  in  order  to  preservo  a  eoliitonnieatinii 
Hrjith  Grs^ve,  and  therefore  determined  to  pass.tlia 
Wasil»  and  to  take  up  the  different  cantonme^ffltsal^ 
ready  appointed  for  the  deii^m^  of  that  river.    . 

Rc^peated  invitations  from  Ihe  principal  towDfi.w^ 
^ui.  19  UiQ  French^  in  addition  tothe  state  negptiAttOf»{ 
and  an  occurrence  \'i:hicb  took;  iplace  strQi^ly  nsaifaf 
)m)w  much  the  love  of  go^i^  even  in  important  aiSairs, 
k  impl^ntod  in  their  dispoeition*  A  burgher,  ooaclf 
the  principal  disaffected  patr}td;s,  was  fprtnnatelv  ^im 
covered  attempting  to  cross  the  Waal,  with  ^n  ackil'eM 
in  bis  possession,  signed  by  npwardet  of  dcifiOQ^  4ni 
pri|[)icipi^  iidaiabitanits:  of  ^ipsterdtiqpiy  ^a^^.lo  di| 
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iH  ia  tbeir  pQW^  to  pat.  that  place' ia  Pichegra'3 
hands.  This  daring  ai^venturart  thus^  endeavouring; 
to  pa8»  through  the  very  centre  of  the  allied  army^ 
was  apprehended  by  ai^  Hanoverian  officer^  whilsfc 
bai^aining  with  a  Skipper  for  a  passage  across  tha 
mer.  who  demanded  forty  ducatui  for  the  job ;  bat 
thfepatriotic  ambassador,  whilst  chaffering  in  ordeo 
k^aave  twenty,  lost  the  opportunity  of  speedily  em«<^ 
barking  at  the  critical  moment^  and  paid  for  his  i»co-» 
MfDy  with  his  life. 

On;  the  2nd  of  December,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Dttke  of  York  being  recalled  the  command  of  the 
allied  armies  devolved. upon  the  Hanoverian  General 
Walmoden ;  and  on  the  30th  of  December  1 794,  tho 
bead*»quarters  being  then  at  Arnheim,  an  attack  was 
meditated  on  the  enemy ;  for  which  purpose  a  corps 
was  formed  of  ten  battalions  of  British  infantry,  o€ 
which  the  33rd  was  one,  under  Major-General  Lord 
Cathcart,  Major-General  Gordont  and  Lieutenants 
Colonel  Mac  Kensie  ;  six  squadrons  of  light  cavalry, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  hussars  under  Major-Gei 
neral:  ^r  Robert  Lawrie ;  the  Loyal  Emigrant  corpse 
and  four  baittiilions  and  four  squadrons  of  Hessiakisf; 
under  Major-General  de  Wurb :  the  whole  beings 
CMomauded  by^Major-General  David  Dundas.      r 

This.  respe/Qtable  force  was  divided  into  three  ea«^ 
lumns«  The  left  column  to  attack  by  the  dyke ;  the 
centre  to  attack  in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep. the 
church  of  WardenlM]rg  upon  its  left  wing  ;  and  the 
right  column,  consisting  of  four  British  hattalkHsa; 
and  the  Rohan  bu.ssars,  to  keep  the^r  left  wing^apjMfyi 
tathe  yii^t>  to  turn  TuyU  and  to  attack  it  in  tiba 
war.  .:•• 

Lord  Cathcart  found  the  road  by  which  hia^ani 
biinn  wasito>  ^larcb  .so  iinpractibk,.  that^.  bein^ 
dhlig^d  to.make  agireat^deto'tir,.  be  eduld»:not:  ooum- 
Upintime/i  and  GeneimltiDtindaafindtng,  atibisarf^ 
161^  neUr  Wfrd^^ber^t  tluiA^he^eMdiii  liad  ;iiban#rf 
doned  it  daring  the  night,  he  th'oaght  Jt  Almable  ta 

push 
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Sege  of  Gravei 
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pash  on  with  the  other  two  columns,  and  to  begia  the 
attack  immediately  upon  Tuyl. 

This  attack  was  executed  with  such  gallantry  and 
spirit  by  the  troops,  that,  notwithstanding  the  nata^ 
ral  strength  of  this  post,  the  abattis  of  fruit  trees,  that 
the  enemy  had  constructed,  the  batteries  of  the  towa 
of  Bommel,  which  flanked  the  appreach,  and  :tke' 
immense  number  of  the  defenders,  yet  it  was  soon 
carried,  and  the  enemy  di'iven  across  the  river,  (then- 
every  were  passable  on  the  ice,)  with  a  considerable 
toss*  Four  pieces  of  cannon  also  were  takenf ;  and 
the  whole  detachments  received  the  highest  praise,  n6t 
only  for  their  spirited  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the 
enterprize,  but  also  for  the  patience  and  perseverance 
with  which  they  encountered  the  immense  fatigoea 
and  hardships,  considerably  enhanced  by  the  cold 
and  severity  of  the  season. 

The  success  of  the  whole  was  so  f9r  complete  as  thus 
to  oblige  the  invaders  to  recross  the  Waal. 
.  Grave  surrendered  between  the  1st  and  4th  of  Ja- 
nuary ;  General  Bons  defended  the  post  till  his  last 
shot  was  expended.  During  the  siege  it  was  said  that^ 
9070  shells  were  thrown  into  the  place,  rendering  it 
nearly  a  heap  of  ashes.  The  fortifications  were  not, 
however,  much  damaged ;  but  the  garrison  were  con- 
strained to  capitulate,  having  neither  ammunition  nor 
provisions  left. 

During  the  long  and  close  siege  of  this  town,  the 
nost  spirited  defence  was  made  by  its  garrison  j  the 
the  Governor,  General  Bons,  seemed  determined  to 
Ailfil  the  noble  unswer  he  gave  when  summoned  to 
sarrender  the  place, — **  I  am  an  old  soldier,  and  wish 
for  nothing  inore  than  to  die  worthy  the  glorious  ap- 
pellation of  having  lived  a  6rat;e  one.  I  hope  to  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  this  fortress,  or  to  conquer. 
•*— Be  assured  I  shall  defend  it  as  long  as  I  havepow* 
der  suificient  to  sen^  a  ball  against  the  enemies  of 
Hiankind ;  and  in  so  doing  I  shall  serve  my  €U>d  and 
my  fellow  creatures/* 

'    Notwith^ 
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Affair  at  Metleren. 


Not  withstanding  the  advantages  gained  on  the  3lst 
of  Decefriber,  yet;  as  the  ffost 'was  still  increasing,  it 
was  judged  expedient,'  that  General  Dundaii's  corps 

'  shoum  fall -back  upon  Littgeti,  leaving  oatpost«  upon 
the  Wiaal :  a  movement  which^  was  execkited  oh  the 
night  of  the '3d  of  Ja^oarj'..    .       ;  :      ;. 

The  severi'ty^' of'  the  weather  still  iticreasing,  tlie* 
enemy  were  induced,  on  tb^  4th,  to  recross  the  Waal 
near  Boihme).  .  The  advanced  posts,  of:' the  ;  allies 
were  imnaediately  driven  in,  andTTnyl-fcil -into  the 
hands^  cf  tH^  'afssaijanis.'  General  Dundas,  not^idi^i-' 
standing,  still  tfabught  thathe  isthoivldbe  abl^todefeml 

.  Metter^h^  arid-  tfias  to  clieck  the  further  progress  of 
the  enemy ;- but  the  advanced  post9  of  tiie  Hessians, 
nearest  to  his  post,  having  been  obliged  ako  to  fall 
back,  the  Comraa:nder-in-Ohief,  in  concert  with  the 
other  principal  offieei?s,  thought  it  .prudent  to  send' 
others- to  hfim,  andalso  to  General  Dialwick,  to.  unite 
their  deiaohitieiits  immediately,  %ud  at  day  .break  of 
the  5thV  to  myie  a  feigoi-ofis  attack  .upon  the  enemy^ 
to  drive  tbem  across  the  Waal.   '  .  I  '  1  J     .       .  -  . 

But  al^out'  two  in  th5&' afternoon:  of.  the  4diy  ^he 
French  attacked  the  poet  at  Metterssn:  hbout*a:mile 
in  froirf;  whfere  part  of  ^  thefSSdregimeiit,  with  a  pic- 
qnet  of  eighty  cavalry,  »ind  two.  cqfricle  gnus,  were 
posted;  their  su^erioir  nuiiiber^  and  their  disppsition 
to  surround  this  :brave '  litde  detachment^  s^onmade 
it  necessaryto^fall  back  fen  the  other  paitiof.ihe  ^egi-t 
ment,  \fhi6h'w^  supported' with  two  howitzers.  .  In 
this  difficult  movementi'they  werevery  hardly  pre$i^ 
by  a  largb  body  .o£the  enemy's  hussats/  thai  gaHoped 
along  the  road  with^reat  vlVacitj. .  ;  /  r  :  ;.  ;r 
*  The  ^ troops  *  having/ beforehand  been  in :  ati  afert 
situation,  the  villagfe.pf  Gelderms^lseri  was  soon  co^; 
vered  by  the  42d  and  78th ;  when  the  whole  of  the 
83d  toc^  its'pliice  in  the  line  of  defence,  aiid  the 
other  tro0ps>  were?  iff  pe«iei:ye  oh.the  opposite  dyke  of 
the  Lingen ;  ihat ^  river  being;  completely f frazenj  and 
every  where  .passs^ble. .  '  . 
3,  ^         :         '   /  In 
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Bravery  of  the  55d. 


In  the  early  part  of  this  affair,  Colonel  Wi^lerfey, 
and  his  little  band,  must  have  displayed  great  aotivity  ^ 
bnt  the  chai^  ^  the  superior  body  of  the  enemy 
was  so  impetuous,  both  on  the  cavalry  and  iiifai^tr|?r 
that  at  first  they  had  the  advantage,  and,  it  is  ^vf* 
said,  had  taken  the  two  curricle  guns ;  but  the  veserv^e 
c^  the  83d  coming  up,  the  guns  were  retaken^  and 
the  enemy  repulsed,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  gallant  few 
falling  back  with  regularity  on:  the  main  body* : 

Tm  enemy  still  persevering  in  their  attack,  an4 
now  reinfor  CM^  advancM  on  the  .village  of  Cr^** 
dermalsen,  both  in  front  and  .flank ;  but  after  a  great 
deal  of  musquetry  firing,  for  ab<Nit  aa  hour,  wefa 
everjr  where  nepulsed  by  the  steadiness  of  the  troopd*  - 
and  forced  to  retire* 

The  violence  of  the  frost  having  now  converted  the 
whole  country  into  a  kind  of  plain,  which  tbereby^Af* 
^rded  the  greatest  facilities  to  the  Flinch  army,  in 
all  their  movements^  General  Dundas  thought  it  n^* 
cessary  to  lall  back  during  the  night  upon  Beiireii» 
where  General  Dalwick  was  already  stalliorled* 

This  circumstance,  and  the  excessive  fatigue  which 
the  troops  had  undergone  in  those  operations,  ^t  % 
season  of  the  year,  and  in  situations,  in  which  they 
were  often  obliged,  from  want  of  cantonments^  to  mw 
the  nigrht  witb^t  cover,  determined  the  Gommandeir*- 
in*Chief  to  take  up  a  position  behind  the  Leek,  ^x^ 
tending  from  Cuylenberg  to  W^eningen. 
.  Another  reason  for  this  moveaient»  was  a  march 
ibade  by  a  considerable  column  of  the  enemy,  attend-<^ . 
ed  by  a  large  train  of  artillery  towards  Gereum  i 
whilst  their  attack  upon  the  right,  combined  with  an- 
attempt  upon  Thiel,  evidently  indicated  a  regular 
plan  of  operations^  even  during  the  severity  of  th^ 
weather. 

In  the  mean  time  a  pariiiai  change  took  plaiOe  in  Ike 
movements  of  the  British ;  for  a  very  considfmUe 
and  suddien  thaw  having  come  on  upon  the  6tb,  whicli^ 
offered  a  prospect  of  still  preserving, the  position  up<» 

7  the 
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the  Waaly  it  was  judged  proper  that  the  troops  whidh 
had  fiot  3^et  crossed  the  Leek  should  remain  in  the 
eantonments  they  then  occupied,  and' that  the  re&t 
sdiMkI  agnin  move  forward. 

On  tbi»  occ^asion  Lieutenant- General  AJbercromby 
and  Major-General  Hammerstein,  with  the  grreatest« 
part  of  their  corns,  and  some  Austrian  battalions,  were 
to  ha?e  begun  mtit  march  upon  Thiel,  and  towards 
BoiHinel  upb|i  l^e  7th  $  and  General  Dundas's  corps 
teceired  orders^  in  consequence,  to  occupjr  Bueren, 
and  the  heights  near  it,  on  the  8th,  in  order  t}mt  they 
might  de-operate  with  the  former  detachments. 

Notwitlistanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  it  Was 
•  ei^tremely  dt>angfeiible ;  and  it  had  happened  very  Qn- 
foftatiately  that  the  frost  set  in  again  most  onexpec* 
tedly ;  but  as  the  troops  were  already  put  in  motion, 
atkl  counter-orders  might  have  prevented  a  combina- 
tioDy  from  the  extent  of  the  line.  General  Dundas 
having  assembled  his  corps,  with  a  zeal  and  exertion 
both  on  his  part  and  that  of  the  different  commanding 
officers,  which  drew  forth  the  highest  praise  from  the 
Cottimander-in-Chief,  he  proceeded  towards  Bueren 
Stt  the  morning  of  the  8th,  having  detached  in  ad^ 
ttooe  two  battalions,  who  were  afterwards  to  have 
marched  upon  Thiel,  to  co-operate  in  the  attack 
upon  that  place.  On  their  arrival '  at  Bueren,  they 
tomi  all  the  British  posts  upon  the  Lingen  driven 
in,  and  tSie  enemy  in  force  near  Bueren ;  but  as  soon 
us  more  troops  came  up,  Lord  Cathcart  was  sent  for- 
.  ward  ill  advance,  and  soon  drove  back  the  enemy  with 
great  loi^  beyond  Geldermaisen. 

The  retreat  of  the  Britiidi  army  was  still,  however, 
d)so4utely  necessary ;  but  under  circumstances  of  tlie 
most  hwnble  sajBTering,  which  cannot  be  related  better 
than  in  the  words  of  an  eye  witness : 

**  On  the  l<Hh  of  January,  we  marched  at  the  a})* 
pointed  hour ;  and,  after  a  very  laborious  journey,  aboiil 
diiee  o^d<^k  in  the  afternoon  reached  the  Terge  of 
an  immense  desert;,  called  the  Welaw^  when  instead 
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of  having  a  resting  place  for  the  nightt  as^  we  expect- 
ed, we  were  informed  that  we  had  fifteen  miles  fur- 
ther to  go.  Upon  this  information  many  began  to  be 
very  much  dejected,  and  not  without  reason  ;  for  se- 
veral of  us,  besides  suffering  the  severity  of  tli<3  wea« 

•  ther,^  and  fatigue  of  the  march,  had  neither  eat  nor 
drank  any  thing,  except  water,  that  day.  - 

For  the  first  three  or  four  miles  such  a.  dismal  pros- 
pect appeared  as  none  of  us  was  ever  witness  to  be- 
fore ;  a  bare,  sandy  desert^  with  a  tuft  of  withered 
grass,  or  solitary  shrub,  here  and  there.  The  wind 
was  excessively  high,  and  drifted  the  snow  and  sand 
together  so  strongly,  that  we  could  hardly  wrestle 
against  it :  to  which  was  added  a  severity  of  cold  al- 
most insufferable.  The  frost  was  so  intensef,  that  the 
water  which  came  from  our  eves^  freezing  as  it  fell, 
hung  in. icicles  to  our  eye-lashes;  and  our  breatbf 
freezing  iis  soon  i\s  emitted,  lodged  in  heaps  of  ice 
i^out  our  faces,  and  on  the  blankets  or  coats,  that 
were  wrapped  round  our  heads. ,  . 
.  !Night  approarhjng.fast,  a  great  number,  both  inen 
and  women,  began  to  linger  behind,t  their  spirits 
being;  (ji^te  exhausted,  and  without  hope  of  reaching 
•tbeii*  di|^sti!nation ;  and  if  they  once  lost  sight  of  the 
columu' of  inarch,  though  but  a  iew  moments,  it  being 

t  dark,  and  no  track  to  follow,  there  was  no  chance  of 
findiiag  it  again.  In  this  state  numbers  were  induced 
to  sit  down,  or  cree^  under  the  shelter  of  bushes, 
wi]^re,  weary,  spiritless,  and  without  hope,  a  few  mo* 
metnts  consigned  them  to  sleep ;  but,  alas  ! .  whoever 
slept  waked  no  more,  their  blood  instantlv  congealed 
in  their  veins,  the.  spring  of  life  soon  dried  up ;  and  if 
ever: they  opened  their  eyes,  it  was  only  to  be  sensible 
i»t/t;he  last  n\oments  of  their  miserable  existence. 

Others,  sensible  of  the  danger  of  futting  dowUt 
hut  bftving  lost  the  column,  wandered  Qp^  aini*  down 
.^^e  pathless  waste,  surrounded  with  darkness  and 
despair ;  no  sound  to  comfort  their  loarst  but  the  bleak 
.whistling  wjpd;  no  si^ht.tq  bless  tJieir  eyes  hiit»ti^ 
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wi<)e  tr^cklcfss  \^afirtev  and  '  shapeless  drifb;*  far  Irom 
Imtnan  iielp/ftir  from  pity,  d&wii  they  sunk,  to  rise  no 
more  !* 

The  saflbrings  of  the  British  army,  at  this  period, 
"wete  indeed'great  in  the  extreme  ;  but  the  public  in* 
dignatioo,  though  just  in  its  ee&surey  was  unfortunate-* 
iy  thrown  upon  those  who  least*  deserved  it.  An  ex- 
^tfact  from  the  report  of  an  eye-witness  will,  however, 
dl>  justice  to  the  Command^-in-Chief,  and^ve  rea- 
son for  great  praise  to  those  whose  indefatigable  care 
and  attention-  have  tended  tnucfa  to  render  the  situa* 
tion  of  the  British' soldier  comparatively  comfortable, 
«vea  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  privation. 
This*  accurate  writer  observes  Ihat  the  British  hospi- 
4afe3,  which  hard  been  so  lately  crowded,  were  then 
much  thinned.  Removing  the  sick  in  waggons  with- 
*outsuflicient  clothing  to  keep  them  warm,  in  that  ri- 
gorous s^son;  had  indeed  sent  some  hundreds  to 
'their  graves :  whilst-  the  shameful  neglect  that  then 
pervaded  all  the  medical  departments  had  rendered 
the  hospitals  nothing  better  than  slaughter  houses. 

.Without  covering, :  without  attendance,  and  even 

withdot'derfn^raw,  and  sufficient  shelter  from  the 

« weather;  they  Vere.  ithvown,  hie-  asserts,  together  in 

*lieaps,  nopitira  and  unpcotected,  to  perish  by  conta- 


*  Dreadfiil  as  ti^is  scene  was  ia  the  ev^eQio{p,of  t}ie  l&h,  tke  con- 
templation of.  it  the  next  morning  was. more   horrible.      An  officer 
of  tile  giiHilfiM,   who  passed  over  the  piain,   relates  that  one  ^cene 
mstdfe  adl  idipressioti  pjioa  Mr  ni^mory,  which  tiitie  can  never  efface. 
•  Kear  a  carti  whj^^  Idytpn-th^comnaoq,  he. discovered  a  stout  looking 
mao,  suid  a  beai^tifal.yoi^  wpmanjw.ith  ^n  infai^t  about  seven  months 
old>  at  her  breast  */ all  ^bree  frozen  and  dead'.  ..The  mother  had  most 
<:ertainiy  'expired  fn* the  act  of  Aickffn^her  chtfa  ;  as,  with  one  breast 
'expCMMd,  the  iayi^n  tive.dvtltel^siidw'^.tbe  milk,  to  all  appearance  hi 
a  tirMma<.4rawn  frotm(tkeoipip)e4^y.,tl^  l^be,  wa3  instantly  conge|l- 
^cd«    ^he  Infant,  seeded  as  ifjts  ji^^  ba,4  but  just  then  be^n  disengaged^ 
afiid  h  reposed  its  Jittle  heid  upori'th^  mother's  bosomV  with  an  over- 
flow «f  «iHk  froten  as  K  ti^ckled.fFom  the  month  ;  their  countenances 
'0mn9^ptkcti^^$a4pmftUnij(ffaAl  n^sodbliJig  those  of  persona  in  a 
jwiind  ind  tranquil  slumber/ 
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Ipottp  vfhiUt  lAg^QM  of  viiltarm#  dofwn  to  the  iitowwd% 
B^HM^  and  tbeir  0i]«ihcrie»  deptOdMit^  ptmpeml 
their  bodies,  and  filled  their  pockets  with  the  nyitifm^f 
ffMMre — «-*Jbhe  ficMe  i»  too  bofriUe  to  ftMsk^^-lHit, 
ha  9^ ''  His  Rovai  Highmli  faw  M  all  ^itnes  piufl 

Eeat  »ttoiitio»  to  uo  siek  of  bis  Mrisiy ;  and  dkecttous 
ve  beea  gHrani  aod  regiilatioM  iiadat  aa  Qirdaiii»- 
atoooea  reared)  toiidiM^  to  pronoto  their  c^m^iPE^ 
«id  mstoi^  their  healthy  Maides  a  Aaaiber  of  trtmidiiifg 
#rdenii  whtch^jf  slrio%  attended  to*  wooM*  ia  Aiaajr 
4iafaH  have  remoi/^  the  erib  eomplainad'  oV  It  is 
add«d,  that  the  ofiafnamauty,  hiMBDaafiity«  and  sioooTa 
ngard  to  the  interest  and  hoDoar  of  hia  eowftry,  wiA 
wbieh  the  Duke  of  York  diaehargad  tha  dirties  of  hi» 
Mtt'^rtant  office^  were  too  wi^  hiKlwa  aot.to  bejmif- 
versally  aeknowledged.  Had  ha  been  apprised  af 
the  delinquaacies  and  the  feeqaeat  iahanmMty  beve 
notady  ha  would  oat  hare  Mffeved  tJieir  oootiauMiea« 

It  was^  itidaedi  after  Hia  Hif^aaia^d  laftlibHand^ 
thai  tbasd  otuei  nc^lactid  a^d  fniralalioaa  ilrate  ma^t 
apparenit  iiad  flagrani^ 

Though  the  aaflinriiiga  which  Calanel  WeUesIey 
mast  new  hdvct  eadared  were  g^raa(t  in  tha  extreitia, 
ia  eoadfl^oQ  with  the  #haia  aatay^  yat  tfatase  wt»  to 
him  a  soha&l  af  aMpeiridnaa;  aad  ha  baa  ei^r  uim:^ 
directed  his  best  attentions  to  the  comfort  of  bis 
troops,  whose  conduct  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances have  always  tended  to  their  glory. 

At  this  period  the  diitiinished  BritiSi  army  had 
every  disadvantage  to  encounter ;  for  t^f^gh  the 
activity  of  the  Fresoh  eammaBdan#  and  tha*  iahoapjh- 
tahl^  feeflibgs  of  the  Dateb,  wiiose  hatred  Was  never 
conc^al^d  when  they  had  fair  and  £ia^  opportunrities 
of  manifesting  it,  they  were  totally  unable  to  make 
any  thing  like  a  determinad  standi  On  the  37ih  of 
January  179A,  thfey  Wett  Mt  tb  reach  Deveiiteirt 
aftj^r  one  of  the  most  f^tigiiing  iemd  distressing  nt^cbas 
which  perhaps  waa  ever  axperiencf^d  by  a  retreating 
army.    Here  febeai  jdiey  fmly  hdpad  to  aojoy  soaM 
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]^|e  rofl|ute  from  tl>eip  st»ffiM9ii|ps^  sttid  from  tbe  dlkto« 
Idle  necessity  of  tbenio^t;  aedoloaa  dtt«rttioa  ;  for,  wai^ 
withstanding  all  ih^ir  9ift0ering»,  SKiah  had  beeasi  their 
tcoorage  f»i4  p^rseyamncey  i^  to  euahle  tbem  in  ;lke 
mi^st  ^  ik&ii  b^w^w  tri«l9  to  convey  with  safety  to 
thM^re|ide3S¥ous^aU  the  an^tsiGmition  and  mtlitary^jtlxina^y 
oFtili^ry^  w4  iiiiipl^n>ent»  of  war  f  f  all-  desaciptiomi 
bolon^g  tf  ^e  army^ 

ForlftieF  tb^a  ilbi^,  however,  from  the  onwiUingneia 
gC  the  0ount«y  fpec^le  to  iHfipply  them  with  cattle  atnl 
W^gei^  ,and  ifr^Ma  the  inipid  diinmubion  of  >dieir 
atrenij^b,  tb^  were  n<iab}e  to  convey  thenal,  adad  vera 
therefore  obKged  to  d^atroy  great  part  to  prevent  their 
fidlipgj^o  the  h^iids  of  ^  enemy,  whoite  rapid  ^fh 
proa^cb  tnade  \%  ne^e^tiKry ^  to  evacuaite  Devester  pa 
the  29th.  The  Flinch  iaree  in  pm^suit,  nay  alaiaet, 
within  contact^  was  edtiinatleidat  ^O^OOOmto  adirancf» 
ing  with  greats  f^dii^,  hitting  aU^  the  .raiiQiirem 
irf*  the  cenia^try ^  their  heck;  yet  botwitJiatending 
thia  iimu^aw  ^ipiperaoYity*  th«sr  b£»pdful  of  BriAona, 
in  spite  of  the  c^ferity  Of  their! mo veinents,  stiU  pre- 
served a  $tead(y  paeey  aiildmeh'  9m  imposing  counte* 
naiice,  that  ^eir  pufftuera  w^ne  .constantly  kept  iii' 
cl^ck,  and  'the  gallatt^  few  preierved  their  mavcH> 
Ui^itti^  J&rm  And  sMsAj  emongfi^. incessant  oht^cle^ 
surmciMntifig  #l^»»'aU  ^ith^^hieir  accnetoined  energy ^^ 


» 


^  iS^uy  conipUints  h^ve  been,  made,  ^nd  undoubtedly  in^6b  ex«g<- 
gcrat^d,  of  the  Waiit  of  disciplii)e,  and  liceatious  con  duct,  of  tfie  tiriv 
tish  troops  on  several  dccasions  in  Holland  ;  but  4<^  mtistrecoHect  that 
the  Ihm^u)  ^UTf^mopt  whkh  tbey  leceiivcd  t^rboghoue  t&«  wlioki  of 
Hc^cni,  fhcuDtthe.piitriotfc  party^wa&sucb  as  tbey  l^a4iiu  fight  lo^ 
expect,  eyeii  in  a  hostV^  country,  much  less  that  of  ^  friend,  )yho{n. 
they  had  cdm6  to  save'fVom  thp  fraternization  of  mocfern  reformers, 
So^tioogv  liide^'  «v«rfr|Iie  prejudices  against  tliem,  that  an  eye\tfttie8S 
hft»4^ptared,  that  the  implacable  hatred  evinced  by  the  Dutch  boors, 
towards  the  English,  can  scarcely  be  conceived  ;  extending  even  be* 
yond,  or  rather  «Jift»,  the  grave.  They  have  beeH'known  oh  several 
CK^io^atodii^  lip  jt^p  flQ^le^  of -Brilish  soldiers  during  t^eoig^it,  to 
tnyiljtU^t^^dnJ  dci^qQ.^b^m.wUii  their, long  knives*  which  th§  Ipwcror* 
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On  the  10th  of  Jaly  they  were  able  to  cross  the 
Yecfat,  and  two  days  afW  to  reach  the  Ems ;  still 
pufscied  by  an  harassing*  enemy,  who,  however,  never 
dared  to  attack  them  serioasly  until  the  24th  of  th^ 
teonth,  whfen  a  large  and  snperior  body  of  the 
!Prench  army  came  up  with  the  rear.  An  action 
immediately  took* place;  but  our  little  band  display- 
ed such  firmness  that  the  assailants  were  totally  una-- 
Ue  to  ma^e  any  impression  upon  them,  and  were 
obliged  to  allow  them  to  resume  their  march,  and- 
to  pursue  it  unmolested  into  the  country  of  Bremen, 
where  the  kindness  of  the  German  boors  formed  a 
most  pleasing  contrast  to  the  sullen  apathy,  or  more 
spiteful  enmity,  of  the  Dutch.  This  feeling  Was  well 
expressed  by  one  of  the  unhappy  suiFerers,  now  a 
partaker  iu  these  cooiparafive  pleasures,  who  ob- 
served that  it  was  something  like  a  dream,  or  faiiy 
▼ision^  and  that  they  could  hardly  believe  their  senses, 
iffter  being  buflfetted  about  by  fortune,  driven  like 
vagabonds,  through  frost  and  snow,  over  all  the 
wilds  of  Holland,  and  when  in  their  greatest  extre- 
mities, or  when  they^  asked  for  any  thing  to  refresh 
themselves,  even  with  money  in  tneir  hands>  being' 
answered  only  with  a  shrug  of  tfce  shoulders,  "  wo- 
iking  for  the  EngMshmenj^  but  then  to  be  seated  in 
the  Tttost  elegant  apartments,  servants  attending, 
l^eady  to  anticipate  every  wish, — beds  of  the  softest 
dowu  to  repose  on,  &c.  In  fact  the  hoSipitable  ..Bre- 
meners  treated  them  like  their  own  families,  and  omit- 
ted nothing  which  could  contribute  either  to  their 
comfort  or  pleasure. 

During  the  whole  of  this  arduous  retreat,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Wellesley,  at  the  bead  of  three  battalions, 
had  cqvered  all  the  movements;  and,  eyeip  under  cir- 
cumstancjps  of  the  greatest  and  most  peculiar  difficulty, 

acted 


d&rs  alwa^  carry  about  their  persons' conceal  ed,  and  to  leare  tbem  in 
that  sto^e  in  arder  t^at  their  former  comrades  might  see  them  in  i^(^ 
inormpg! 
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acted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the  applause  of 
ally  and  to  gaih  th&  approbation  of  his  superiors. 

Before  we  close  this  campai^,  we  feel  it  a  duty,  as 
impartial  historians,  to  meet  the  clamor  and  misre- 
presentation which  was  so  loudly  eehoed  and  re-* 
echoed  throughout  the  united  empire,  respecting*  its 
conduct,  as  far  at  les^st  as  it  reg{\rds  His  Royal  Highr 
ness  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

It  has  been  said  by  an  English  author^  that  if  the 
son  of  a  sans  oilotte  had  acted  with  the  same  ability 
as  this  son  of  a  hing^  and  encountered  nobly,  and  of- 
ten victoriously,  so  many  difficulties  from  the  soperFpr 
number  of  his  foes,  *^  a  thousand  voices  would  have 
proclaimed  his  great  performances." — Yet  we  will 
not  trast  to  English  partiality,  but  give  an  extract 
from  a  Frenchman,  no  less  than  citizen  David,  a 
true  Sans  Culotte  himself,  and  now  the  imperial 
portrait  painter : — "  an  imperial  historian  musrt  not 
deny  that  on  this  occasion,  and  many  others,  the  cfe- 
fensive  operations  of  the  enemy  were  always,  of  the 
best  disposition.  We  may  even  say  the  same  of  their 
retreat.  That  which  the  English  made  at  this  tirme 
demands  the  highest  praise  j  for  they  took  every  pre- 
caution necessary;  and  we  may  indeed  confess  that 
nothing  was  neglected."  .  - 

On  the  arrival  of  the  troops  in  England,  every  exr 
pedition  was  used  to  prepare  tbjen)  for'foreign  servicCf 
and  the  3dd  being  under  orders  for  the  Westlndiesi 
iUeutenant-Colonel  Wellesley  embarked  in^tbefleiet 
which  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Christian  was 
intended  to  proceed  to  that  station  :  but  the  heavy 
equinoctial  gales  in. the  autumn  of  1795  iiaving  rc»> 
peatedly  driven  them  back,  the  destination  of  great 
part  of  the  forces  was  altered,  and  the  33d  were  or*^ 
dered  to  Irelapd  to  recruit,  where  they  remained  un« 
til  the  Colonu^ was  once  more  called  to  active  s^^ 
vice. 
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of  the  armv— Skirmishes  and  attack**  of  the  enemy— Battle  of  Malla* 
velti-^Advance  to  Seringapatam— Siegeof  that  important  city,  and  fpr- 
tress—Brftliant  attacks  conducted  by  Colonel  Wellesley— Affair  of  the 
Sultaunpcttah^Storm  and  Surrender— Anecdotes  of  Forlorn  Hope,&c. 
—Anecdotes  of  Colonel  Dunlop— Tippoo*s  conduct  and  fall — ^Anec* 
dotes  of  General  Sir  David  Baird— Discovery  of  Tippoo'a  body-— 
Anecdotes  of  Tippoo  Sultaun— Anecdotes  of  tfie  Storm— Changes  in 
'  the  Mysore  govemment-^-Tippoo's  Sons  sent  prisoners  to  Vellore,  and 
^  the  rightful  Rajah  reinstated  on  the  throne  of  his  aiwestors— Trea>urc 
"found  in  the  palace,  &c.— Beneficial  consequences  of  the  fdll  of  Tip: 
poo— Gratitude  of  the  army  to  Lord  Mrtrn'ngton,  and  his  exemplary 
»  jelf-denial— Gallant  and  judicious  conduct    of   Ccionel    Wtllesley 
^gainst  Qhoondia  VVaugb— Battle  of  ConahguU^  &c.  &c.  &c. 


jTL  Nkvt  Era  now  arrived  hi  which  the  splendid 
abilities  of  Colonel  WeHesley  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  brought  forward,  his  brother  the  Earl  of 
Mornington^  (now  Marquis  of  Wellesley,)  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  high  and  important  station  of  Gover-r 
nor-General  of  our  Oriental  empire,  whither  the 
Colopel,  with  bis  own  regiment,  accompanied  him  ; 
Md  they  arrived  at  Kedgeree  at  the  month  of  the 
Ganges,  on  board  the  Virginre  frigate,  on  the  1 7th 
of  May  1798,  when  the  Governor-General  proceed- 
ed for  Calc4Uta,  went  through  the  usual  ceremomes, 
and  took  on  biui  the  e^ecutioq  of  his  arduous  office. 

The  Spanish  war  having  then  been  commencedj, 
^n  attack  on  their.  (Settlements  at  the  Philippine  1s- 

*  lands 
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lands  was  determined  on>  and  a  \nTge  force  not  only 
assembled,  bnt  partly  embarked  for  that  sec^vice,  in 
vbich  Colonel  Wellesley  would  have  enjoyed  an  higH 
command ;  but  the  intrigues  of  the  Frcinch  with  the 
native  Pripces  of  India  obliged  tlie  Gk)vernor-Gene- 
ral  t6  change  his  plans,  on  the  instant,  and  reserved 
his  trdops  for  the  defence  of  the  British  territories. 

Notwithstanding  the  friendly  protestations  of  Tip- 
poo  Snitaun/  the  experience  of  the  cJampaig'ns  under 
the  Marquis-of  Cornwallis  bad  shewn  that  tiie  loss  of 
the  Coimbatoor  country  and  other  ibstrtcts^  and  even 
of  many  of  his  hill  forts  in  the  Mysore,  had  pro Juced 
no  steady  effect  on  his  uiind,  and  he  seemed  to  fear  . 
nothing  whilst  he  possessed  bis  capital.  The  Earl  of 
Mornington  therefc^e  determined  on  decisive  mea^ 
sures}  and  the  reduction  of  Seringtipatam  was  con* 
sideredas  an  object  of  the  first  consideration.  \ 

The  important  operations,   which  noW  took  placd  - 
in  Ingulf  require  a  few  preliminary  and  iUuistratiye 
observations.     The  w^ord  is  now  indeed  ofteii  used  in  ' 
a  more  comprehensive  sense  than'  formerly  ;  for  the 
ancient  empire  of  India  included  all  thqi^ecuniries 
through  which  the  {primitive  religion  and   l&wsof 
Brachma  extended,  reacfaif^  thus  frotn  the'  moun-s  * 
tains  of  Thil>et  and  Tartary  tn  the  north  to  t\\e  Island 
of  Ceylon,  and  from  the  Indus  to  the  Ganges.     Aa 
extent  of  country  equal  to  half  of  Europe,  and  sup-< 
porting  a  population  of  nearly  seventy  niiilions.     Its 
most  ancient  names  denoted  its  central  t»ituati6n,  and 
its  being'  the  land  of  Tirtues;  whilst  its  more  modem 
appellation,  **  Hindustan^'  sig-uihes^  the  country  of 
bktck  people:  htxt  the  Greeks^  by  the  term  **  India,** 
comprehended  aU  the  countries  between  China  and 
Persia,  and  ire  sometimes  apply  it  to  all  the  islands 
extending  to  the  coast  of  ^New  Holland. 

^'he  antiquity  of  thesysten;i  of  religion  of  this  coun- 
try is  very  great;  its  genuine  principles  inculcate 
the  most  sublime  notions,  though  it  must  be  confess-^ 
ed  that  its  rites  are  debased  with  idolatry  and  supers 
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fiction.     The  Srabtnias  tench  tbattha  universe  is  g0<-; 
v^rnecl  hy  one  supreme  and  ifitelKgent  Ral^,  Virho^e. 
djTvine  essence  pervade$.  tlie  whole  circle  of  nature^ 
givf s  motiou  to  the  celestial  lumiiiarie^i  aud  vivifies 
the  animal  and  vegetable  creation.     They  believe 
i%  tjbe  iminortality  of  tkespul;  in  future  rewardt«< 
and  p^nisiboientsi  .b^t  do  not  «up{K>se  that  .the  body 
MuU  pndergoany  resurrection ;  and  they  agree  so  far 
iii^iih  the  o]pinion  of  transmigfrationi  as  to  believe  that 
t}|e  souis  ot  the  wicked  undergo,  a  sort  of  purgation^ 
after  death  ;>  and  that  they,^  and  ihtg  only,  are  after-* 
Mf9r4s  sient  to  inhabit  the  bodi^  of  aiiTerent  animals* 

Their  ancient  customft*  stilt  religiiMdy  adhered  te» 
bfive  induced  a  systmn  of  aocial  on^er,.  very  different' 
fcom  that  of  Europe.  Their  holy.book,  the  YtdjM^ 
declares  that  this  division  of  society  was  ondained  by 
6od»  at  the  creation  of  the  worlds  and  that  any  vio^ 
lation  of  its  sacred  and  r^uiical  principles  woiml  be 
attended  with  the  greatest  misery,  in  this  >  liley  and 
with  the  most  terrible  punishment  bereafterj  a  mode 
of  belief  which  so  unites  their  4iabits  and  prqudices 
with  their  religion,  that  it  must  always  operate  against 
tbqir  conver^ipn  to  Christianity.  In  faetjp  agreeaUgr* 
to  their  lan^s,  the  B|.!achmans  are  ordeired.to  engrave 
this  ordnance  on  the  hearts .  of  the  people,  and  to 
e9.ll  forth  their  revei^enoe  for  it|  by  every  means  in  ' 
their  power  that  caa  either  engage  their  interests, 
or  awaken  their  fears :  and  so  perfect  is  the  conTiCw 
tipn  of  its  truth  and  justice^  that  there,  is  scarcely  an. 
instance. of  a  Hindu,  degenerating  from  the  religion 
of  ills  ancestors^  except  in  the  very>  l4west  castes  otr 
tribes,  notwithstanding  the  repealed  attempts  of  the  t 
Qalbolic  missionaries  for  so  many  ^g(». 

'Tis  true  tli^t  a  great  part  of  society  now  in  India  * 
are  not  all  Gentoos  ;  but.the  iW^eer,  or  worshippers 
of  ika^ Mcred  Jin^  are  equally  bigoted  to  their  own 
customs  and  religion  ;  as  well  ,a»  the  MoorSf  or  Ma- 
hometans, whose  abhorrence  to  pork,  and  other  things 
connected  with  European  customs^  will  always.'  opei- 
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rate  agaiii^  their  amalgamating  with  Christian  m^^ 
ciety* 

If  they  are  unwilling  to  be  converted,  they  are 
equally  so  to  convert  others ;  for  they  are  expcesul j 
f<n*bidden  by  their  stacred  writing,  to  admit  any  per« 
soa  jbo  their  religious  communion  who  is  not  born 
within  ite  pale ;  notwithstanding  which  system  of 
exclusion  they  are  at  the  san>e  time  exhorted^  in  a 
stitiin  of  the  most  sublime  eloquence,  to  be  hospitable 
and  benevolent  to  strangers,  as  well  as  to  friends ; 
and  to  look  with  reverence  upon  ^11  forms  of  worship 
as  acceptable  to  the  Almighty.  ^  Yet  such  is  the  per- 
version of  the  human  intellect,  when  unassisted'  by 
diyine  revelation,  that  the  altars  of  this  humane  reli- 
gion have  often  been  stained  with  the  blood  of  hu- 
uuua  victin»s« 

Their  social  customs  respecting  property  partake 
much  of  the  ancient  feudal  system  ;  for  all  laud  h 
the  absolute  property  of  the  sovereign,  from  whom 
it  was  portioned  out  into  separate  allotments,  payiiVg 
asiKth  part  of  the  {N*oduce  for  rent.  Still  the  im- 
mediate ocojpiers  of  the  land  are  considered  as 
holding  it  in  perpetuity. 

Thougfh  the  law  in  ail  cases  was,  and  is,  supe- 
rior to  the  Prince,  yet  the  Hindus  had  not  the  most 
remote  idea  of  political  liberty  ;  and  those  proud 
feelings  and  generous  sentiments,  out  of  which 'it 
grews,  never  warmed  or  agitated  their  cold  and 
tranquil  bosoms,  until  the  principles  of  British  li- 
berty were  extended  to  them  :  but  eveq  that  has  had 
little  more  efiect  than  to  gratify  their  spirit  of  pri- 
ynte  litigp^usoess,  lliereby  affording  rich  harvests  to 
all  tbe  retainers  of  the  law; 

These  laws  and  customs,  morally  speaking,  always 
made  India  an  easy  prey  to  successive  conquerors ; 
vrbilst,  even  in  latter  days,  politically  speaking,  their 
system. has  been  equally  weak,  and  their  country  i)0t 
easily  defensible;  for  though  the  northern  states  of 
Hindustan  ibtmed  ti  political  confederacy,  and 
were  ail  iufluen^l  mora  or  less  by  the  same  reli« 
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gion»  the  same  law:?,  and  superstitious  observances^ 
still  they difTerec}  inlanguag'e  and  manners;  and  their- 
confederacies  were  always  of  short  duration. 

But  the  state  of  politics  in  India,  at  the  period  we 
now  describe^  was  more  serious  than  usual,  as  all  the 
efforts  of  an  enterprizing  European  enemy,  in  addi-- 
tion  to  Tippoo's  wiles  and  force,  were  now  directed 
against  us. 

Tippoo  Sultaun,  impelled  by  his  rooted  enmity  to 
the  British  nation,  had  already  dispatched  two  ambas- 
sadorsy  who  embarked  at  Mangalore  for  the  Isle  of 
France,  and  arrived  at.  that  island  towards  the  close 
of  January  1798.  These  ambassadors  were  received 
publicly  and  formally  by  the  French  government, 
with  every  circumstance  of  distinction  and  respect : 
and  thev  were  entertained  at  the  public  expense  dur-  • 
ing  their  continuance  on  the  island. 

'  Previous,  indeed,  to  the  arrival  of  the  ambassadors^ 
in  that  island,  no  idea,  nor  even  rumour,  existed  there 
of  any  aid  to  be  furnished  to  Tippoo  by  the  French, 
or  of  any  prospect  of  war  between  that  prince  and 
tbe  company  ;  but,  within  two  days  afker  their  arri*  ' 
Tal,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Goveroor-Ge- 
neral  stating,  that  an  embassy  had  arrived  with  let- 
ters from  Tippoo  Sultaun  addressed  not  only  to  the 
government  of  the  Isle  of  France,  but  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Directory  at  home,  proposing  to  conclude  an 
offensive  and  defensive  alliance,  to  subsidize  what-* 
ever  troops  France  might  send  to  his  assistance,  and 
to  commence  against  British  Indra.a  war  for  which 
the  Sultaun  was  described  as  fully  prepared;  and 
sitiating  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  waiting  w  ith 
anxiety  the  moment  when  the  assistance  of  France 
should  enable  him  to  satisfy  his  ardent  desire  of  ex- 
pelling the  British  nation  from  that  country. 

Such  a  proclamation  was  no  doubt  very  impolitic^ 
as  giving  full  warning  to  England  of  what  she  might 
expect,  and  thereby  enabling-  the  Company's  servants 
injthdia  to  be  upon  their  guard ;  for  the  proclamation 
soon  found  its  way  to  Calcuttai:  but  as  itcondladed 
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by  offering  ei>courageinents  to  the  subjects  of  France 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  on  terms 
to  be  fixed  with  his  ambassadors  then  on  the  spot,  it 
is  likely  the  government  thought  a  full  developement 
•necessary  to  encourage  the  plan  in  view  of  raising 
men. 

Tippoo  Sultaun,  therefore,  having  actually  con- 
cluded these  offensive  and  defensive  engagements 
with  France,  then  our  enemy ;  having  permitted  the 
French  troops  to  land  publicly  at  Man  galore,  and 
•having  thus  collected  by  their  aid  a  force  openly 
destined  to  carry  those  engagements  into  effect ;  hav- 
ing also  applied  to  the  Directory  of  France  for  a 
more  powerfitl  force,  destined  to  the  same  end ;  and 
having  also  declared  that  the  delay  of  the  meditated 
blow  proceeded  from  no  other  cause  than  his  expec- 
tation of  receiving  further  aid  from  the  enemy;  the 
Earl  of  Mornino  ton  conceived  himself  perfectly  justi^' 
*fied  in  asserting  that  the  Snltaun  had  most  flagrant- 
ly violated  the  treaties  existing  between  him  and  the 
Company,  and  that  he  had  actually  committed  anacfc 
of  direct  hostility  and  aggression  against  the  British 
government  in  India. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Governor-General  had  re* 
ceived  undoubted  intelligence  that  Tippoo  had  for 
some  time  previous  been  entirely  employed  in  mili- 
tary preparations  and  perfect  conformity  with  the 
bastile  spirit  of  his  engagements  with  our  inveterate 
enemy ;  that  the  greatest  part  of  his  army  was  in  a 
«tate  of  equipment  for  the  field ;  and  that  a  considerr 
•  able  portion  of  it  Was  actually  encamped  under  his 
personal  command. 

All  this,  however,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
^communications  from  Tippoo  himself,  for  he  had  hot 
then  attempted  to  alledge  even  the  pretext  of  a 
grivance  on  the  part  of  the  British  government; 
and  even  in  his  letters  to  Sir  John  Shore,  now  Lord 
Teignmouth,  whilst  his  ailhbassadors  were  actually  at 
the  Isle  of  France,  nay,  dated  on  the  very  day  on 
>vbich  the  French  force  landed  at  Mangalore,  he  de- 
clared 
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dared  that  '^  bis  frieiKily  heart  was  disposed  to.  pay 
every  regard  to  truth  and  justicef  And  to  strengUien 
the  foundations  of  harmony  and  concord  between  the 
two  nations  j''  and  he  concluded  with  expressing  a  de- 
sire that  Sir  John  would  impress  Lord  Moroingto^ 
with  a  sense  of  the  friendship  and  unanimity  so  firm- 
ly subsisted  between  the  two  states.  Lord  Morning^^ 
ton  was  fortunately  not  to  be  cajoled  by  these  pacific 
declarations ;  but  considered  the  act  of  Xippoo  .S»I-> 
taun's  ambassadors^  ratified  by  himself,  and  followed 
up  by  the  admission  of  a  French  force  into  his  army» 
as  equivalent  to  a  public,  unqualified,  and  unambi- 
guous, declaration  of  war,  he  deterinined  on  an  itor 
mediate  i^ttack  upon  his  capital,  as  demanded  by  the 
soundest  maxims  both  of  justice  and  policy,  and  as 
the  best  and  surest  means  of  frustrating  the  execu- 
tion of  his  unprovoked  and  unwarrantable  projecta  of 
ambition  and  revenge. 

The  departure  ot  the  large  force  destined  for  Ma« 
nilla,  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  would  have 
proved  a  signal  to  the  watchful  vengeance  of  Tip« 
poo  to  invade  the  Carnatic,  even  without  waiting  for 
the  aid  of  a  French  force,  the  assistance  of  which  did 
not  appear  necessary  to  him  during  the  contemplated 
absence  of  such  a  considerable  portion  of  our  army* 

The  whole  proposed  plan  of  operation  becam<^^ 
therefore,  necessarily  chafed,  and  the  Mtidras  ar^ 
my,  under  Lieutenant-Genera  1  Harris,  was  concen«> 
trated  at  Yellore,  in  the  Carnatic;  but,  from  the  una^r 
voidable  delays  in  providing  the  necessary  equipments 
for  so  large  a  force,  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  begin 
its  march  before  the  llth  of  February,  1799.  The 
contingent  of  the  Nizam,  anionuting  to  about  6000  of 
the  Company's  troops,  under  the  command  of  Color 
Ae\  Roberts,  and  subsidized  by  His  Highness,  tog^ 
ther  with  the  same  number  of  his  own  native  infantry, 
inarcl^d  from  Hydei;abad,  under  the  command  of 
Ikleer  Allum  Bahauder,  and  had  arrived  at  Chit- 
toor,  even  befoi*e  General  Harris  was  re^dy  to  march 
from  Vellbre. 
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In  order  tq  give  the  Nizam's  force  the  utmost  re* 
^pectability,  the  Commander*in-Chief  not  only 
strengthened  it  i;vith  some  of  the  Company's  bat* 
tahoDs^  but  appointed  the  33d  regiment  to  join  it, 
giving  the  general  command  of  the  British  force 
thus  serving  to  Colanel  Wellesley. 

This  arrangemxent,  which  was  highly  pleaj»ing  tx3 
MeerAUum,  added  greatly  to  the  confidence  of  his 
troops,  and  tended  nuicivto  render  them  essentially 
usefuh 

Colonel  Wellesley  had  thus  under  his  command 
the  whole  of  the  Nizam-s  detachment,  forming  ther^ 
reserve  of  the  army,  and  comprising  his  own  regi-* 
mentthe  33d,  the  11th,  part  of  the  2d  and4tb,  two 
battalions  of  the  1st  Bengal  regiment,  two  brigades 
of  artillery,  the  Nizam's  infantry  commanded  by 
Captain  Malcolm,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  si^me  i 
prince  commanded  by  their  own  native  officer,  Meer 
Allum.  Along  with  these  he  had  a  distinct  stuff; 
and  the  cavalry  alone  amounited  to  6000  men;. the 
whole  army  under  General  Harris  being  returned 
36,959  fighting  men,  all  well  equipped,  amply  and 
liberally  supplied,  excellent  in  discipline,  and  never 
surpassed  by  any  army  ever  formed  in  India,  in  the 
skill  and  ability  of  the  officers  in  all  departments.. 

It  must  be  confessed,  indeed,  that  the  expedition 
was  beg^in  under  untoward  circunistances,  for  the 
camberous  baggage  and  nunoerous  attendants  on  the 
Nizam  force,  as  well  as  that  of  the  European  troops, 
the  immense  quantity  of  public  stores  and  provisions^, 
the  long  train  of  ordnance,  with  above  forty  tbousaodl 
Benjarres,  formed  altogether  such  an  host,  as  not  to 
admit  of  being  covert  by  the  effective  force;  so 
that  if  Tippoo  had  employed  his  powi^tSi  With  the 
military  skill  which  he  was  supposed  to  possess^  he 
miirht,  without  hazarding  a^n  engagement,  by  de« 
sultory  skirmishes,  distant  cannonades,  and  other  hos- 
tile movements,  have  so  harassed  the  infantry,  and 
weakened  the  cavalry,  that  a  gresit  part  of  the  bag- 
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Anecdotes  oC  General  Harris. 


gage»  stores,  and  ammunitiou,  wookl  profaaUy>  have 
tallen  into  hU  hands,  and  the  artny  have  thus  been 
greatly  impeded  in  its  maccK  to  the  place  of  destina* 
tion^  particularly  as  the  rainy  season  was  then  near 
setting  in* 

The     Commander-in-Chief^    Iieutefiant»€kneral' 
Harris^^  having  determined  to  adiraace  to  Seringa- 
patam,  bv  the  rout  of  Ti^lgautperam  andCankaneUi, 
the  march,  commenced  at  d^y  break  on.  the  10th  of 
March  1799.      The  cavalry  were  in  advance,  tbe> 
baggage  en  the  right,  and  the  detaehmoit  ander 
Colonel  Wellesley ,  ^  hich  had  marched  by  the  left^^ 
moved  parallel  at  soo&e  distance  on  the  right  flank  of 
t)ie  artpy. 

£ven 


•  *  LieutenanUGeneral  Harrti,  afterwards  Sir  George,  (as  Knight  of 
the  Bathy)  was  the  ddest  son  of  a  respectable  clergy  roan  of  the  esta- 
blUhed  church,  who  dyuig  in  early  life  left  a  family  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  in  that  kind  of  rather  moderate  circumstances  which 
i»oaid  natardly  result  from  a  small  living,  and  the  necessary  expenses 
ci  decently  educating  a  large  family. 

A  friend  of  Mr.  Harris  took  the  youth  under  his  patronage;  and,. 
trusting  to  his  gallantry  and  goodness  of  heart  for  his  rise  in  life,  edu- 
cated him'  for  Ihe  army,  into  which  he  entered  at  the  commehcement 
of  the  Amerit^n  war,  and  upon  alt  occasions  distinguished  himself  as' 
a  very  brave  and  intdligent  jofficer.     This  cannot,  Huleed,  be  doubtock 
when  we  recollect  that  during  great  part  of  the  war  he  acjted  under  the 
particular  command  of  ihe  Earl  of  Moira»  then  Lord  Cawdon ;  and. 
perfdrmc!^  tlie  various  services  committed  to  his  care,  more  especially 
in  the 'Adjutant- GeneraKs  department,  so  as  to  acc|uire  the  praise  and 
confidence  of  that  gallant  and  most  res|>ectable  nobleman.  • 

Having  returned  from- the  American  continent,  towards  the  close  of 
the  war,  with  the  rank  ot  Major,  he  soon  after  went  on  service  to  the  . 
West  Indies;  whe^e  he  acquired  additional  rank,  and  an  increase  of 
honour*  •••... 

He  afterwards  acpompani^  General  Sir  William  Meadows  to  India, 
having  then  2rrriv||cluU..the  nmfe  of  Colonel ;  and  there  recommended 
himself  so  strongly  to  the  Marquis  of  Corp  wall  w,  by  his  active  and 
s^irtted  behaviour,  and  also  by  his  knowledge  of  fortification,  and  en-* 
gineertngy  and  thfe  other  various  hraBches  of  a  soldier's  eduction,*, 
that  his  Lordship  left  him  in  India  with  the  rank  of  Liea,ienant-Genc<^. 
ral,  and  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the.  British  army  there. 

'His  conduct  during  the  siege  of  ^eringapatam,  and  on  many  subse- 
quent ^casions;  proved  in  every  respect  a  full  justification  of  the  high! 
hopes  which  in  early  life  he  had  raised  io  the  bosom  of  his  friends. 
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Sven  on  the  first  day's  advance  the  enemy  be^antb 
annoy  tbem.  Parties  of  their  horse  were  in  sdl  di- 
rections, and  were  not  only  active  in  burning  the  U)* 
rage,  and  destroying  the  villages ;  bat  had  even  the 
audacity  to  attack  Colonel  Wellesley's  rearguard, 
consisting  of  a  conoipany  of  Sepoys.  Of  these  twen* 
ty  were  killed  upon  the  spot,  and  Lieutenant  Rey-r 
Holds,  and  thirty-six  wounded ;  but  the  commajidiDg. 
officer  taking  prompt  steps  they  w«re  immediately 
repulsed. 

>  Oft  the  lOth^  after  a  fatiguing  march  through  a 
country  full  of  jungles  and  defiles,  intelligence  was 
reoeiv^  tliat  tibe  army  df  Tippoo  had  advanced  to 
Allagoor,  a  village  near  Snllaunpettah ;  and  on  the 
28tb,  the  left  wing  and  the  cavalry  having  encamped 
close  to  a  pass  about  seven  miles  from  Cankanelli^ 
the  right  were  advanced  to  Arravully.  and  ColoneL 
Wellesley's  division  took  up  its  ground  at  some  dLs« 
taaee  in  the  rear.  .  r 

On  the  Sekl,  after  securing  aeveral  pasts  and  pas^i^ 
of  importaipoe,  the  right  wing  of  the  cavalry  march*' 
ed  from  Achil,  and  encamped  at  Sultaunpettah,  the 
left  wing  9in&  thiB  battering  train  advancing  to  Achilf 
while  Qolonel  Wellesley,  with  his  detachment,  march-t 
ed  from  Caakaoelli,  and  encamped  m  front  of  the, 
army,  and  the  village  of  Allagoor^  fr»m  whence  th(^. 
Sultaun's  army  had  retired.  . :  £arly  on  the  morning 
of  the  day*  as  the  Colonel  and  fai$  advance  approachr 
ed  Sultaunpettah,  a  cloud  pf  dust  to  the  westward, 
evidently  deooiad  that  the  army  of  Tippoo  was  tbeiv 
in  motion,  and  it  afterwards  appeared  thai  it  had; 
just  quitt^  its  position  on  the  westward  bank  of  tha 
Maddpor  river,  and  had  encamped  at  Mal|avelly« 
As  the  movements  from  this  date  led  tp  an  4ctioi^  in' 
which  th^  Colonel  had  an  opportunity  of.  greatly  disir. 
tinguishiog  himself,  we  shall  notice  them  niore  mi^ 
nntely  from  the  obsprvatioos  of  an  eye«^witness« 

JPursuing  their  march,  the  right  wing,  the  cavalry^ 
and  the  detaehn^ent  under  CoWnel  Wellesley,  hidted 
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Oh  the  26tb  of  March,  end  were  joined  by  the  left  wing 
and  the  battering  train.  On  the  26th  the.  whole  mov- 
ed in  compact  order,  and  encamped  five  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Matlavelly.  This  gave  Tippoo  an  op]>ar* 
tunity  of  executing  part  of  his  intentions:  for  the  spies, 
on  their  return  from  his  camp>  positively  asserted  tbat 
he  had^leclared  his  intention  of  attacking  them  <<  as 
soon  as  they  ventured  out  of  the  jungles,'*  or  thick 
forests  through  which  they  had  to  pass ;  and  bis  bav- 
ing  waited  some  days  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Maddoor  appeared  to  confirm  the  truth  of  Ibeir  re- 
ports. 

The  ground  taken  up  ky  the  army  on  the'26th  was 
open,  and  easily  to  be  seen^from  the  adjoining  heights; 
and  the  enemy's  advanced  parties,  amongst  which 
were  some  elephants,  sooQ  appeared  upon  a  distant 
ridge.     From  thence,  after  reconnoitering  the  British 
encampment  for  a  considerable  time,  they  retired,  and 
in  the  evening  fourteen  or  fifteen  guns  Were  seen 
in  motion  ;  the  whol«  of  which  circumstances  seemed 
to  point  out  that  tlie  Sultaun  was  preparing^  for  the 
execution  of  his  threatened  attack^ 
.   On  the  27th  therefore,  at  day  breaks  Colonel  WeU 
leMey's  division  was  ordered  to  move  parallel  to  the 
left,  but' at  some  distance,  so  as  to  cover  the  baggage, 
and  to  be^  in  readiness  to  act  as  circumstances  should 
jpequire  V  whilst  the  main  body  of  the  army  marched 
from  its  left fktnk  on  the  great  road  leading  to  Mal- 
lavelly.     Major*6enera(  f'loyd  coramahded  the  ad- 
fiance  of  the  whole,  having  under  him  all  the  picquetsj 
Ibg^ther  with  fivie   regiments  of  cavalry;    he  ap- 
proached within  a  mile  of  Mallavelly,  btit  was  there 
obliged  to  halt;  in  cdpseqoenee^ of  discovering  a  nume« 
tbi*  Jbddy  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  right  tiank, 
whilst  their  infantry  remained  pn  the  heiglits  beyond 
that  place. 

He  was  convinced  that  this  wag  T'jppoo's  grand 
^rmy  j  and,  having  reconhoitered  his  position,  disco- 
^e^ed  some  guns  moving  towards  the  right  of  the 
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enemy's  liae,  as  if  with  the  intentibn,  of  occapying^  a 
ridge  which  eofilaiied  the  low  ground  .on  the  eastera 
flank  of  |he  village^  He  iaiinediately^concladed,that 
these  guQS  were  intended  to  open  upon  onr  line  whilst 
]^as»ing  this  ground ;  and  having  given  the  proper  ia« 
toroiation  to  the  Comnaiander-in«>Chiefy  measures,  were 
immediately  taken  for  an  instant  attack,  in  order  to 
frustrate  his  plans. 

Colonel  Wellesley,  with  his.  division,  was  directed 
to  attack  the  Sultaun's  right  flank,  whilst  the  pic- 
quets,  under  Colcmel  Sherbrooke,  supported  by  the 
right  wing  of  the  knain  body,  under  Major-Gener al 
Brydges,  were  to  penetrate  through  the  village  of 
MailaveUy  towards  the  centre  of  the  enemy^s  line  ;- 
and  Major«6eoeral  Popham,  with  the  left  wing  and 
the  rear  guard,  was  to  remain  at  the  fort  end  of  the 
village  of  Mallavelly ,  for  the  protection  of  the  batter<- 
ing  train  and'  baggage ;  the/five  regiments  of  cavalry 
being  formed  4>n  the  left  of  tiie  road,  with  orders  to 
support  Cok>ocl  Wellesley  V  attack. 

The  Colonel  no  sooner  put  his  force  in  motion,  and 
his  manoeuvre  was  perceived  by  the  Sultaun,  thaa 
the  guns  were  drawn  off  to  a  ridge  beyond  that 
which  they  at  first  occupied.  Here  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  drawn  up,  but  at  so 
great  a  distance,  that  it  was  at  first  imagined  they, 
were  about  to  retire :  and  at  this  period  General 
Harris,  who  had  led' the  picquets  ana  the  right  wing 
in  person,  arrived  at  the  fort  oi&  Mallavelly,  whili^ 
Lieutenant^Colonel  Richardson,  the  Quarter^Masler-^ 
General,  having  advanced  to  reconnoitre  the  ground^ 
9n  the  western  side  of  the  fort,  now  waited  for  in^ 
structiotis. 

The  General,  indeed,  was  of  opinloo,  from  the 
enemy  remi»ning  at  so  great  a  distance,  th^t  he  did 
^ot  mean  to  advance  ;^  he,  therefore,  gave  orders  Uf* 
Colonel  Richardson  to  mark  oi|t  the  groifnd  for  a  new 
encampment,  which  he  performed  under  the  protect 
}ioa  of  Colon^  Sh^rbl'opke  with  .th«  pic^uets,  rein? 
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forced  by  the  25th  li^ht  dragooiiSi  and  the  second  re- 
giment of  native  cavalry.  He  had  scarcely,  how« 
ever,  marked  out  this  new  g^und,  when  twelve  or 
fourteen  guns  were  opened  from  difierent  parts  of. the 
eoemy^s  iine,  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards. 
Though  at  this  distance  they  soon  got  the  range,  and 
did  some  execution ;  but  our  advanced  troops  were 
soon  in  motion,  for  Colonel  Sherbrooke  immediately 
pushed  forward  with  the  picquets,  to  a  village  ^n 
iront  of  the  left  of  the  hostile  army,  from  which  he 
soon  drove  off  a  party  of  their  cavalry  and  rocket 
men.  This  position  was  of  such  consequence  that  a 
body  of  the  enemy's  horse  so€m  began  to  hover  on 
our  right  flank;  but  they  were  kept  in  check  by  ^he^ 
35th  dragoons,  under  Cojonel  Cotton,  who  still  main** 
tained  their  position.  The  picquets  were  indeed  bomt 
the  most  advanced  part  of  the  army^  anjl  had  been, 
most  judtcioosly  pocrtied  by  Colonel  Sh^i ooke  with 
tbeir  right  to  the  village;  but  they  w^ere  now  consi<- 
derably  annoyed  by  the  cannonade  aaid  rockets ;  and 
tlie  cannonade  increasing,  the  5th,  1st,  and  4}d  bri- 
gades were  ordered  to  advance  and  form  upon  hisk 
left  . 

At  this  juncture  Colonpl  Wellesley^  supported  by 
Major-General  Floyd^  with  the  three  remaining  re^» 
giments  of  cavalry,  advanced  en  ecbeUon  of  batta- 
Eona-;  and  the  whole  line  thus  moving  slowly  and 
steadily,  tinae  wa$  given  for  the  whole  to  act  together^ 
llie  enemy^s  cannonade  being  answered,  by, as  many. 
of  the  fidd-pieces,  as  could  be  brought.up ;  the  ac-. 
tion  thus  be<^(uning  general  along  the  whole .  fcont.^ 
At.  this  moment  a. 4^sperat^  attempt  waanpiade  on;tbeLf 
part  of  Tippoo,  by  moving  forward  a  column^totb^. 
Bumber  pf  two  thousand  «»ep,  in  excellent  order,  to- 
wards the  3t^)d  regiment,  but  this  gallant  CQfps,  .re*, 
serving  its  fire  \i^ith  tl^e  utmpsMt^adii:i^ssi  jec^eived. 
that  of  the  enemy  at  the  distance  of  si^^ty  yards ;  and,; 
i^ontiiH^ing  to . s^avance,  the  column,  gave  way  and, 
were  thrown  intQ  disprd^r,  gt  iyMcIi  qritics^lTn 
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General  Floyd  making  a  rapid  charge  ccxiipleted  the 
route  wiih  great  slaughter.  '  ^ 

Tbe  enemy^s  first  line,  with  the  whole  of  its  guns, 
was  now;  forced  hf  th6  advance  of  the  whole  British 
line  to  retire  to  the  next  height,  where  their  second 
line  was  formed.  They  were  at  tfai&  time  almost  be- 
yond the  reach  of  our  guns ;  and  the  cannonade, 
which  had  lasted  three  hours,  having  ceased  on  both 
sides,  on  account  of  the  distance,  the  enemy  retreated  2 
indeed  it  may  be  said  that  the  action,  properly  speak*^ 
ing,  was  of  very  short  duration ;  for,  although  some 
corps  of  their  infantry,  as  well  as  cavalry,  exhibited 
^e  strongest  proofs  of  courage,  yet  it  was  totally  im- 
possible for  them  to  withstand  the  determined  valour 
and  steadiness  of  the  British  force. 

The  British  loss  was  inconsiderable,  three  officem 
only  being  wounded,  six  Europeans  killed,  and  thir« 
ty-four  wounded;  the  loss  of  our  native  troops 
amounting  to  only  about  half  the  number;  but 
though  the  enemy  appeared  to  suffer  severely,  yet  it 
was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  loss,  as 
they  carried  off  both  killed  and  wounded,  which  were 
afterwards  understood  to  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  one  thousand:  and  it  was  afterwards  accurately 
known,  that  of  the  column  which  attacked  Cpbnel 
Wellesley,  and  wa3  afterwards  charged  by  General 
Floyd /only  two  hundred  and  thirty  remained  on  the 
field  in  a  slate  for  service,  after  the  action  was  pver* 
It  has  also  been  mentioned  that  some  of  the  prisoners 
asserted  that  the  infantry  were  driven  on  by  the  horse, 
and  ordered  to  attack  the  British ;  a  &ct  further  cor« 
roborated  by  an  eye-witness,  who  adds,  that  the 
firmness  of  those  Corps  which  opposed  his  Majesty's 
83d  regiment,  tis  well  as  the  gallantry  of  a  party  of 
horse  that  charged  the  European  brigade,  was  permps 
oevar  exoeedad  by^he  SuHaun's  troops  on  any  lormee 
occasion.  )  i       : 

'    On  the  approach  towards  Seringapatani  Colonel 
Wellesley,  with  his  division,  accompdni^d  by  the 
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cavalpj^  andthe  right  wing  of  the  army,  encamped 
on  the  nortrside  of  the  river  Cauvery,  whilst  the  left 
wing  c tossed  that  river,  at  a  very  practicable  ford,  a 
movement  which  tended  much  to  defeat  the  proponed 
plans  of  the  enemy  against  their  advance. 

On  the  iHt  of  April,  1799,  the  whole  army  was 
within  thirteen  miles  of  Seringapatam  ;  on  the  3d 
the  army  marched  by  the  left,  and  Colonel  Welles* 
ley's  division,  keeping  on  the  right,  moved  along  the 
bank* of  the  river,  the  whole  encamping  agairt  upon 
the  high  road,  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  that 
fortress* 

To 'go  through  all  the  details  of  this  important 
siege  '\VoaId  be  far  beyond  our  proposed  limits,  we 
shall,  therefore,  briefly  state  that  on  the  5th  of  April 
the  whole  British  army  took  up  its  ground  opposite 
the  west  face  of  the  fort  of  Seringapatam,  at  the 
distance  of  only  three  thcHisand  five  hundred  yards, 
the  left  being  to  the  river  Cauvery,'  whilst  Colonel 
Wellesley,  with  his  division,  was  encamped  enpotence^ 
to  the  right  of  the  whole. 

In  front  of  the  British  camp^  were  several  mined 
villages,  and  rocky  eminences,  .besides  an  aqueduct, 
which  passing  from  the  left  of  the  camp  takes  there 
an  easterly  direction,  till  it  approaches  \vit bin.  seven- 
teen hundred  yards  of  the  fo^t,  where  *it  .winds  off  fo 
the  right  to  a  large  grove  of  cocoa- trees  and  ibam* 
boos,  called  the  Sultaunpettah  Tope  :  and  these  po«* 
sitions  afforded  cover  for  the  eneniyV  infantry  and 
rocket  m^n  so  near  to-  the  camp,  that  many  of  die 
rockets  thrown  from  these  placeift  fell  amdng  the 
tents. 

In  order  to  dislodge  them  from  this  cover,  C/olonel 
Wellesley  had  orders  on  the  Evening  of  tbedtk^ 
April  to  have  the  3dd  regiment,  and  the  2d  Bengal 
regiment,  in  readiness-  at  sunset j  :whilst  Colonel 
Shaw  with  the  12tb,  and  two  battalions  of  Sepoy9 
With  their  gtins,  received  similar  oixlers  ;  the  fortner 
bemg  destined  to  scour  the   Sultaunpettah  Vopii, 
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iR/biirt  th^  latter  was  td  attack  the  posits  at  the  aqud« 
duct.  It  was  a  ilttle  after  gun*-set  before  theie  detach^ . 
loeiits  advanced^  whieh  iH^^y  did  l^Mh  at  tfa^  same 
iaslaitit,  thie  obscurity  of  the  night  b^ing  at  the  samd 
twAe  n^her  anfavoufable  to  their  opet-ations.  Colonet 
Weliesley,  immediktely  upon  enteririg  the  Tope^  was 
^sailed  frotu  it  on  ^tery  side  by  a  hot  fire  of  mus- 
poetry  and  rockets,  which  circuttistatice,  added  to*  thd 
(lhrknes»  of  the  nighty  the  uitcdrtaitity  of  the  enemy's 
force  a»d  portion  ^  and  the  badnetis  of  the  gi^onnd^ 
bilged  bifn  Solely  to  confine  his  operations  to  th4i 
mere  object  of  making  a  diversion,  and  to  postpoii^^ 
tlN9  attack  of  the  post  until  a  more  favolifable  oppor-» 
tanity«  whilst  Cobnet  Shaw  was  enabled  to  seize  upon 
;trtt?ned  viHajjfe  withiA  fdrty  yards  of  the  atjdeduct^^ 
ii>  air  to  secure  his  troops  from  the  mwsquetry  of  th^ 
eserwy^  ^bo^  howef^er  stilt  retained  possies^ion  of  tfa^ 
a^dorct  itself. 

The  Comttiaiider^in-'Chief  the  tie^t  morning'  (the 
6(li).6bo6rf  ing  that  the  village,  tvhere  Colonel  Shaw 
Was  posted,  wa«r still  mxi^b  galled  by  the  e^neoiy^s  mus« 
^try,  a  reinforcement  during  the  night  having' ar- 
rived at  the  aqaedoct;  a{»d,  feeling  that  the  possession 
cS  the  Sdltlionpettdh  Tope  was  absolutely  ne(*eiisary 
not  otily  for  the  suppport  of  Colonel  Shaw's  post^  bdt 
ako  for  tbe  security  of  the  camp  s^gaimt  the  annoys 
SDce.  of  tbe  enecniy's  toekets/ be  made  si  dispOiritioli 
tOF  driTO  hi  the  whdle  of  the  enemy's  outposts  extend* 
ifig  frdftv  the  Cannery  to  the  Tope,  and  ordered  that 
three  distinct,  but  sifnultaneous,  a^acks  should  be 
«^tde  rnider  cover  of  some  giins  brought  foi'ward  for 
that  purpose^ 

The  sittaok  on  tbe  Sult^uppettab  Tope  again  was 
«»itro8tcd  to  Colonel  Welles^Jey  ;  Colonel  Shaw  was 
to  advance  from  tbe  ruiiied  village  which  he'  occu- 
pied, and  to  dislodge  the  ^arty  posted  m  the  aque- 
li«ct;  whilst  Colonel  Walked  wasf  to  attack  a  village 
^tkig^mcmf^  i^i^bt^  flanks  Vt^tft  the  gi-'enadiers  of 
C   A  K  the 
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the  14th  and  two  compaoies  of  Sepoys;  and  the  whol« 
was  to  take  place  exactly  at  nine  o* clock. 
•    At  the  appointed  hour  Colonel  Wellesley  advanced 
to  the  attack  of  the  Tope  with  the  Scotch  brigade, 
two  battalions  of  Sepoys,   and  four  puns ;  and,  the 
enemy  firing  under  cover  of  the  bank  of  the  aque- 
duct, their  fire  was  returned  by  a  few  discharges  from 
the  field  pieces,  when  the  whole  corps  rushed  on  with 
great  gallantry ;  and  the  Colonel  having  judiciously 
detached  parties  to  take  the  post  in  flank,  the  enemy 
were  thereby  immediately  thrown  into  confusion,  and^ 
forced  to  retire  with  great  precipitation.    At  this  pre- 
cise moment  Colonel  Wallace  took  possession  of  the 
village,  on  the  right  flank,  which  commanded  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  aqueduct ;  and  Colonel  Shaw, 
having  quitted  the  ruined  village,  rushed  upon  the 
enemy,  and  drove  them  from  that  part  of  the  aque* 
duct  from  which  he  had  been  so  much  annoyed,  dur« 
dng  the  night ;    the  whole  of  the  advanced  line  of 
posts  was  immediately  occupied  by  our  troops,   the 
success  of  those  brilliant  attacks,    so  ably  planned, 
and  so  gallantly  executed,  securing  to  the  assailants 
a  strong  connected  line  of  posts,  extending  from  the 
river  to  the  Tope,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles, 
forming  in  some  measure,  by  means  of  the  aqueduct, 
4t  complete  line  of  contravallation  at  a  proper  distance 
both  from  the  camp,  and  from  the  line  pf  attack. 

The  siege  proceeded  with  great  gallantry  and  per- 
severance on  both  sides,  until  the  26th,  when  the  ene* 
my,  still  retaining  possession  of  parts  of  an  entrench- 
•meiit,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  yai'ds 
from  the  approaches,  it  was  found  necessary,  in  or- 
'  der  to  facilitate  the  further  operations  of  the  siege, 
tbat-they  should  be  dislodged  from  it  to  secure  the 
working  parties  from  the  eifects  of  musquetry.  It 
was  settled,  that  all  the  batteries  should  keep  up  a 
smart  fire  upon  these  works,  and  also  on  the  entrench- 
ments, for  at  least  half  an  hour  before  the  assailants 
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edTanced  ;  bot  that  as  soon  as  they  should  be  seen  to 
approach  the  posts  of  the  enemy,  then  the  fire  shonld 
be.dtrected  against  that  line  of  fire,  in  the  fort  itself, 
fro^i  which  most  annoyance  might  be  expected. 

The  directions  of  these  attacks  were  given  to  Co* 
loiikel  Weiiesley,  who  on  that  day  commanded  in  the 
t^ft^bes,  which  he  did  with  such  precision  and  gal* 
lahtryvthat  the  two  columns,  which  advanced  a  little 
a|ier  sunset,  stormed  the  intrenehment  with  great  spi- 
rit, threw  the  enemy  into  confusion,  and  succeeded  in 
eBtablisbiag  the  posts,  which  were  immediately  se- 
cured as  efiectually  as  possible  from  the  annoyance 
of  the  fire  from  the  works. 

11$}  detail  all  the  various  gallant  occurrences  during 
this  mpmorsubte  siege  would  require  volumes ;  we 
most  therefore  content  ourselves  with  noticing,  that 
th#, batteries  bavin?  at  noon,  on  the  3d  of  May,  ren- 
dered the  breach  aimost  practicable,  scaling  ladders, 
fascines,  and  other,  materials,  were  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  trenches,  after  sunset,  and  to  be  kept  in  readi* 
ness  for  the  assault. 

The  breach  being  considered  practicable,  on  the 
evening  of  the  3rd,  the  troops  destined  for  the  assault 
were  stationed  in  the  trenches,  before  day-break  of 
the  4tb,  at  which  time  Colonel  Wellesley  was  ordered 
to  take  tbe  command  of  the  reserve  in  the  advanced 
works,  in  order  to  art  as  circumstances  might  point 
out,  his  own  regiment,  the  33rd,  forming  part  of  the 
left  column,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duulop,  which 
was  to  attack  the  northern  rampart. 

About  half-past  one  in  the  afternoon  General 
Baird,  having  completd  his  arrangements,  stepped  out 
of  the  trench,  drew  his  sword,  and,  in  the  most  heroic 
and  animating  manner,  said  to  his  men,  **  Come, 
my  brave  fellows,  follow  me,  and  prove  yourselves 
worthy  the  name  of  British  soldiers  j*'  In  an  instant 
both  columns  rushed  from  the  trenches,  and  entered 
the  bed  of  the  river,  under  caver  of  the  fire  of  the 
batteries ;  but,  being  immediately  discovered  by  the 
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eneipy*  they  were  afisarled  by  rockets  and  musqoetry. 
In^ix  minutes  the  Forlorn  Hope,  closely  falk>wed  liy 
thi^  rest  of  the  troops,  had  reached  the  siiunimit  of  the 
breach,  where  tlie  British  colonra  were  almost  in« 
stantly  displayed;  a  most  glorious  and  animating 
aight  to  the  rest  of  the  army^  whose  anxiety  was  ii&« 
mediately  relieved ;  for  until  our  troops  had  crossed 
Ihe  ditch,  (although  every  precaution  was  taken  for 
filling  it,  if  necessary,)  even  the  most  sanguine  minds 
l^ould  not  be  utterly  void  of  doubt.^ 
•  In  a  few  minutes  more  the  bre^cb,  one  hundred 
feet  wide,  was  crowded  with  men,  who,  being  now 
collected  in  sufficient  force .  to  enter  upon  the  mni« 
part,  filed  off  to  the  right  and  left  according  to  6e« 
neral  Baird^s  instructions. 

The  conduct  of  Tippoo  himself  was  on  ^is  oeoa^ 
sion  highly  creditable  to  his  personal  character.  Ac-* 
^rding  to  his  usual  custom,  be  went  out  early  in  the 
9Eioruing  to  one  of  the  cavaliers  of  the  outer  rampart, 

whmoo 


'  ^  The  Forlorn  Hope  wis  led  by  a  seijeant  of  the  light  eompady  of 
^e  Bon^bay  {European  regtvi^nt,  w^q  voluntf^reil  his  services  on  tfitf 
occasion;  bis  name  ^as  Gratiam.  He  ran  forward  J9  f^minr  ikf 
I^reach  ;  and  mounting  it  h?  'pulled  off  bis  hat,  and  with  thrive  «h^n 
called  out  *'  Success  to  Lieutenant  Graham,"  (alluding  to  his  havipgi^ 
comiDission  if  he  survived,)  on  which  he  rejoined  hfs  party,  and  re- 
mpunied  with  ihex\\  with  the  coloi>r^  ip  hii  haod.  Upon  reachiisf  th« 
rampart,  he  struck  the  colour  stag  i(i  it,  o^clfiimiing,  **  J^^u\i[d^  X\k 
sbew  them  the  British  flag  I'*  and  was  at  that  mpn>ent  shpt  through  tba 
^ead.  The  gallant  fellow  left  an  Euro[)ean  widow  apd  four  children 
behind  him,  who  were,  however,  taken  eareo^. 

Lieuten^ut-Colonel  ]>vi)l<^*  ^ko  gre«i<ly  di^tni^uiiUifid  himtcUl  re- 
Qeived  his  wound,  in  a  personal  contest  wU)^  qo^  of  Tif^pyci^fp  ^M^fJfa 
Who  assailed  him  with  his  scy meter,  about  half  w^y  ^p  \ht  V^^ci^^ 
jsjaking  a  desperate  cut  at  the  Golonet,  which  the  latter  was  so  fortu- 
j^ate  as  to  parry,  and  Instantly  returned  with  u  cut  \Mut  laid  his  ad^er^ 
^ary's  breast  open;  the  Sirdv,  although nwfUMy  wAgijiieid^  Bud«ai^»: 
ther  blow  at  Colonel  Duplop,  yirhich  ^rpck  hivn  a^^os&tb^Q  ^riMo^tht 
right  hand,  and  nearly  cut  it  through,  l^he  Sirdar  thep  i^^st^^lji 
jieeled  backi  and  fell  on  the  breach,  where  he  was  bayopett^d'by  thl^ 
QMldieri  as  they  passed.  Cotoncl  DuAbp  still  weat  cid  at  Hie  head  of 
bis  men  until  he  ascende^to  the  ^op  ^\he  lomw^b,  fikve  hn  Ml  itum 
the  loss^of  blood,  and  was  carried  ^flf  to  the  rear  by  some  soldiers. 
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wbcnce  tie  cotrld  observe  what  was  doing  on  both 
ti^es.  0e  remained  there  till  about  noon,  when 
he  tooT^  hi*  usual  repast  under  a  Fandal.  At  thi^ 
tithe  he  jseems  to  have  had  no  idea  of  an  immediate 
attack,  even  though  told  that  the  British  lines  were 
unusually  ci-owded  with  Europeans ;  but  merely  sent 
orders  to  Meer  Goflkr,  a  favourite  officer,  to  keeu 
a  strict  guard.  He  was  informed  a  few  minutes  af- 
terwards that  Meer  Ooffar  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
Aot. — **WeIl,"  said  he,  "  Meer  <}oflFdr  was  never 
afraid  of  death."  Yet  he  was  evidently  agitated,  or- 
dered the  troops  near  him' immediately  under  arms, 
and  desired  his  servants  to  load  his  carbmes;  and,  haii« 
<^ning  along  the  ramparts  towards  the  breach,  he  then 
met  a  number  of  his  troops  flying  before  the  van  o€ 
the  assailants,  who,  he  now  ^rst  perceived,  had 
iriotinted  the  walls.  Here  he  exerted  himself  to 
i^Hy  the  fugitives,  encouraging  them  both  by  voice 
«lnd  example.  H^  repeatedly  fired  on  our  troop;* 
himself,'  and  one  of  his  servants  asserted  that  he  saw 
Mm  bring  down  several  Europeans  frQ»n  the  breach. 

At  this  critical  nroment,  the  front  of  the  European 
flank  compani^  approached  the  spot  where  he  stood  t 
Be  now  found  himself  almost  deserted,  ajid  was  forced 
to  retire  to  the  traverses  of  the  north  ramparts.  These 
he  defended,  one  after  anotbeir,  with  the  bravest  of 
his  qoen  and  ofiicej*s ;  and  indeed  several  times^  as* 
3lsited  by  the  irifilading  Are  from  the  inner  walls, 
Obliged  our  troops  to  halt  in  their  advance,  untii  the 
}2th  regiment  crossing  the  inner  ditch  took  him 
in  flank.  Yet  even  tlien,  whilst  any  of  his  troops 
remained  with  him,  he  disputed  every  inch  of  ground; 
wntil  he  approached  the  passage  across  thfe  ditch  to 
the  gate  of  the  inner  fort.  Here  he  complained  of 
'Paia  and  weakness  in  one  of  his  leg^^  in  which  he 
had  received  a  bad  wound  when  very  young  5  and 
ordering  his  horse  to  be  brought,  he  moimted ;  but, 
9'eein^  the  Europeans  stiU  advancing  on  both  theram*- 
parts,  ha  roajJe  for  Ithcgate'  followed  by  his  palant^ 

quin. 
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qain,  and  a  number  of  officers,  troops,  and  servants. 
jHLere,  as  he  was  crossing  the  gate,  he  ref^eived  a 
iDUsquet  ball  in  his  right  side,  nearly  as  high  as  the 
breast;  he,   however  still  pressed  on  until   he  was 
stopped  about  half  way  through  the  arch  of  the  gate- 
way, by  the  fire  of  the  12th  Jight  infantry- from  with- 
in,  when  he  received  a  second  ball  close  to  the  other. 
The  horse  he  rode  on  being  also  wounded^  sunk  un- 
der him  ;  and  his  turban  fell  to  the  ground*     Many 
of  his  people  fell  at  the  same  time,  on  every  side,  by 
mnsquetry  both  from  within  and  without  the  gate. 
The  fallen  Sultaun  was  immediately  raised  by  some! 
of  his  adherents,  and  placed  upon  bis  palanquin.  Un- 
der the  arch,  and  on  one  side  of  the  gateway^  where 
lie  lay  or  sat  some  minutes,  faint  and  exhausted,  till 
some  Europeans  entered  \he  gateway.      A  servant 
who  survived  related  that  one  of  the  soldiers  seized 
his  Hwordbelt  which  was  very  rich,   and  attempted 
to  pull  it  off;    that  the  Sultaun,   who  still  held  his 
sword  in  his  hand,  made  a  cut  at  the  soldier  with  all 
his  remaining  strength,  and  wounded  him  about  the 
jLute }  on  wbieh  he  put  his  piece  to  his  shoulder,  and 
shot  the  Sultaun  through  the  temple,  when  he  in-, 
^antly  expired !  no  less  than  three  hundred  men  were 
killed  under  this  gateway,  liesides  numbers  wounded^ 
so  that  it  soon  became  impassable,  ^  except  over  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying. 

During  the  contest,  and  before  the  palace  of  Tip*, 
poo  was  actually  given  up.  Major  Allan  had  gone  in^ 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  in  order  to  convince  the  princes^ 
the  sons  of  Tippoo,  of  the  folly  of  resistance.     All  of 
them  were  alarmed  at  the  proposal ;  and  were  p^rti* 
cularly  reluctant  to  allowing  the  gates  to  be  opened^i 
except  on  the  authority  of  their  father,  to  whom  they 
desired  to  send.     At  length,  however.  Major  Allan 
having  promised  that  he  would  post  a  guard  of  their 
own  Sepoys  w*ithin,  and  a  party  of  Europeans  on  the, 
out  side,  and  having  also  given  them  strong;  assu-' 
ranees  that  no  person  should  bje  allowed  to  enter  the 
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palace,  except  by  his  authority,  and  that  he  wooid 
retarD  and  remain  with  tfaem  until  General  Baird 
arrived,  be  convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  cotil-^ 
pliance,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  that 
the  princes,  as  well  as  their  attendants,  seemed  to 
r^y  with  confidence  on  the  assurance  he  had  given 
them. 

Oo-opening'  the  gate,  he  found; General  Baird  and 
several  afiicers  and  a  large  body  of  troops  assembled: 
andhetheu  returned  into  the  palace,  for  the  pnrpose 
ef  bringing  the  princes  to  the  general .  He  had  some 
difficulty,  however,  in  con<][uering  the  alarm,  and  the 
objections  which  they  raised  as  to  quitting  the  palace; 
but  they  at  length  permitted  him  and  Colonel  C|pse 
to  conduct  them  to  the  gatei 

The  indignation  of  General  Baird  was  at  that  time 
justly  raised,  by  a  report  which  had  then  reached 
him,  that  the  Sultaun  had  most  inhumanly  murdered 
all  the  Europeans  who  had  fallen  into  his  hands  dur- 
ing the  siege ;  this  was  heightened  probahly  by  a 
momentary  recollection  of  his  own  sufferings,  during 
more  than  three  years  imprisonment  in  that  yerj 
place;  he  was  nevertheless  sensibly  affected  by  the 
sight  of  the  princes ;  and  his  gallantry,  on  tbe  as- 
sault,  was  not  more  conspicuous,  than  the  modera- 
tion and  humanity  he  displayed  on  this  occasion*  He 
received  the  unhappy  princes  with  every  mark  yof 
regard,  repeatedly  assuring  them  that  no  violence  or 
insult  should  be  offered  to  them,  and  he  gave  them 
in  charge  to  Lieutenant*Colonel  Agnew  and  Captain 
Marriott,  by  whom  they  were  conducted  tp  head-quar- 
ters  in  camp,  escorted  by  the  light  company  of  Colo- 
nel Wellcvsley's  own  regiment  the  33d,  whilst,  as  they 
passed,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  pay  them  the  com« 
pliment  of  presented  arms. 

.  General  Baird  now  detemiined  to  search  the  most 
retired  parts  of  tbe  palace  in  hopes  of  finding  Tip** 
pooSttltaun.  He  ordered  the  light  company  of  the 
74th  regiment,  followed  by  others,  to  enter  the  pa- 
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ItU^e^yard.  Tippoo*s  trqops  were  immediateljr  dii^^ 
ami«4  and  aeHrdl  was  uade  throng^  thu  vartoM 
aparlments*  The  iilledar^  or  command mg^.  offic|df 
of  Ike  palace,  being  efttPMBed,  if  he  had  any  regain 
for  bis  own  Ufe»  or  that  of  the  Sultaon,  to  in^n^  tbn^ 
BriiHih. where  bo  was  conoealod,  he  laid  bia  ha*df 
upon  the  hilt  of  Major  Allan's  sword,  and  inf  tho 
itaMt  tolefiin  manner  protested  that  the  SoHaon  Was 
bM  in  tbe  palace,  bat  that  he  had  been  woondisdi 
during  the  assajult,  and  lay  in  a  gatcw^ay  in  the  nortb 
fftce  of  the  fort^  wfaetber  he  ofiered  to  conduct  tb^^ 
|Mirt;^r  saying  that  if  it  was  fosind  that  he  bad  dt^ 
fotvedthetni  the  general  might  ^  infitct  oni  hina  whi|t-« 
ever  ponisbment  he  pleased*  Gederal  Baird,  Mi 
bearing  the  report  of  the  kitiedar^  proeeedeid  to  thd 
gateway^  whicfa  was  ooirered  with  many  bandreds 
of  the  sinin.  The  nnmber  of  the  dead,  and  tbe  dark^, 
Hess  of  the  place,  made  it  difficult  to  distingnish  on€l 
pcfson  from,  anotbier,  and  the  scene  was  aitogcrtiief 
shoeking';  bnt^  aware:  of  the  great  political  intpciai^ 
ance  of  ascertaining^  beyond  tbe  possiibiiity  of  do«iM^ 
tbe  death  of  Tippoo,  tbe  bodies  were  ordemd  to  b» 
dragged  out,  and  tbe  kriledar  and  the  olber  twu  per^ 
sons  with  bim  were  desired  to  examine  them  one  aftiei^ 
another.  This,  howerer,  appeared  endless;  and  Sfi 
it  was  now  becoming  dark,  a  light  was  pt^ocftrettl^ 
and  Major  Allan  accompanied  the  killedar  into  thd 
gateway.  During'  tbe  search,  they  dispovefed  A 
wounded  person  layiag  iindei*  the  Saltaun's  plilaiiNi 
quin :  thb  man  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  be 
Bajiab  Cawn,  one  of  Tippoo^'s  moiit  eonfidentiat  ser*^ 
vants«  He  bad:  attended  his  master  dm-icyg  the  whote 
of^lb&  day*;  and,  on  beir^  made  acquainted  with  libe 
ot^eet '  of  the  search,  ino^mediateiy  pointed  oM  tbei 
spot  where  the  Sultaun  had  fatten.  By  a  faint  glitn-! 
mering  Hgbt,  it  was  diffieoflt  for  the  biliedar  to  re-F 
cogtrize  tbe  featuires :  biat  the  body  bemg  broagMl 
out,  and  satisfactorily  ptt)ved  fo  be'  tSiat  cff  tbe  SuIh 
taun^  was  conveyed;  in;  a  psdanquin  ItO  tke^  palacte^ 
^ .  '         t  .    where 
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Anecdotes  of  Tippoo  Suttaan. 


where  it   was  recognized  by  the  eunuchs  and  other 
servants  of  the  family. 

When  the  Sultacin  was  first  brought  from  under  the 
gateway,  his  eyes  were  open,  and  the  body  was  so 
warm,  that  for  a  few  moments  Colonel  Wellesley, 
who,  with  his  accustomed  activity,  was  then  on  the 
«pot,  was  doubtful  whether  he  was  npt  alive  ;  but  on 
Reeling  his  pulse  and  heart,  that  doubt  was  removed/ 
The  countenance  was  no  way  distorted,  but  had  an 
appearance  of  calm  composure.  His  turban,  jacket, 
and  swordbelt,  were  gone  ;  but  the  body  was  recog- 
nized by  his  people;  and  an  officer,  who  was  present, 
with  the  leave  of  General  Baird,  tore  oifffrom  bis  right 
arm  the  Talisman,  which  contained,  sewed  up  in  pieces 
of  fine  flowered  silk,  an  amulet  of  a  brittle  metallic 
sabstance  of  the  colour  of  silver,  and  some  manu* 
scripts  in  magic  Arabic,  and  Persian,  characters. 
The  body  was  placed  in  his  palanquin,  and  conveyed 
to  the  court  of  the  palace,  shewing  him,  who  had  left 
that  palace  in  the  morning  a  mighty  prince,  now 
broiight  back  a  lump  of  clay,  and  his  kingdom  over- 
thrown!* 

4.  i  The 


*  Tippoo  Soltaun,  at  the  tirae  of  his  downfall,  vizs  about  fifty-two 
jfeart  of  age.  Eix  constitution  vas  mucli  impaired,  aiid  he  was  subject 
to  two  disordersj  the  frequent  retCirn  of  which  kept  him  under  a  con- 
stant course"  of  medicine.  In  person  he  was  from  five  feet  eight  to. 
nine  inches  high,  aiid  rather  inclined  to  fat,  although  formerly  very 
thin  ;  his  face  was  round,  with  large  full  eyes  ;  and  there  were  muck 
animation  and  fire  in  his  countenance;  he  wore  whiskers,  but  no 
^card ;  was  very  active,  and  sometimes  took  very  long  walks.  He 
Ikad  eleven  children^  but  only  two  of  these  were  born  in  marriage,  a 
gid  sfid  boy. 

;  His  disposilion  was  naturally  cruel ;  bis  temper  was  passionate  and 
revengeful;  be  was  prone  to  be  abusive,  but  hit  words  were  often 
felse  «tid  Jiypdcritlt^al  as  be8t>\uted  his  purposes  He  professed  hi.m- 
•elf  fa  be  a  Naib  or  forerunner  to  one  of  the  Twelve  Prophets  wboizi  the 
Mabottietans  believe  are  yet  to  come;  and  under  this  pretence  be 
persceote^  •!!  other  casts,  forcing  nunibers  to  become  Mussulmans^ 
In  the  war  of  .1700,  in  particular,  when  he  had  ravaged  the  country 
•f  t6e  Nairs  on  the  MaUbac  coast,  it  was  cson^puted  that  upwards  of 

twenty 
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Wealth  of  Tippoo  SolUuii. 


The  number  of  men  actually  under  arms  at  thin- 
glorious  assault  was  only  2494  Europeans,  and  1882 
native  troops,  making  a  total  of  4376. 

The 


twenty  thousand  persons  had  siiflfered  under  his  persecutions  in  the 
short  space  of  about  four  months.     The  men  who  refused  to  submit  to 
cjrcumcision  vrere  hanged  on  the  trees  surrounding  the  villages  ;  and 
the  women   of  the  cast,  the  noblest  io   India*  on   refusing  to  adopt 
the  Mahometan  custom  of  covering  thtir  bosoms,  which  t!iey  consi- 
der as  a  mark   of 'degradation  and  slavery,    had  their  breasts  cut  off, 
and  suffered  many  other  insults  and  indignities.     Shortly,  after  this, 
he  had  neark  lost  his  life  in  an  attack  on  the  lines  of  Travancore  where 
he  was  forced  to  leave  his  palanquin  behind   him,   togetlier  with  his 
pistols,  and  a  small  signet  or  seal  ring  which  he  usually  wore>  and 
^bich  the  editor  of  these  sheets  has  seen,  and  so  very  small  that  the 
Anger  on  which  it  was  worn  must  have  been  delicate  in  the  extremCi 
His  wealth,  after  (he  conclusion  of  the  first  war  with  England,  was  very 
great.     In  an  inventory  which  he  caused  to  be  taken  of  it,  there  were 
enumerated  700  elephants,  6000  camels,   11,000  horses,  400,000  bul« 
locks  and  coWs,   100,000  buffaloes,   000,000  sheep,  300,000  (irelocks, 
300,000  jnatchlocks,  200,000  swords  and   cresses,    or  daggers,    and 
^2000  guns  of  dilferent  calibres  in  Seringapatam  and  his  other  fortresses : 
and  his  total  revenue  amounted  to  five  crores  and  uinety«two  lacks  of 
Pagodas  worth  three  rupees  each. 

His  policy,  however,  arising  from  his  prejudices,  was  inimical  ta 
bis  interest;  for  the  revenues  diminished  greatly  after  his  father's 
death,  partly  from  his  removing  all  the  Brachmans  and  others  of  the 
Hindu  cast,  who  were  well  versed  in  country  business,  from  the  offi- 
ces of  Coiiectiun,  and  partly  from  his  forbidding  the  sale  of  arrack 
and  gunja  throughout  his  douiiniuns,  which  had  formerly  produced  a 
very  considerable  revenue. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  this  man  was  certainly  a  very  extraordi< 
nary  character,  yet  his  abilities  have  been  undoubtedly  over-rated; 
and  it  is  now  considered  that  he  was  neither  so  goQ^l  a  statesman,  norse 
able  a  general,  as  has  often  bten  represented.  S<  Ifish,  cunning,  and  ra- 
paciouSf  he  acted  upon  narrow  principles,  both  in  government  and  war; 
and  was  greatly  deficient-  in  that  comprehension,  and  vigour  o^iiod, 
which  are  Essential  ingredients  in  the  composition  of  all  true  greatness  ;^ 
tJiough  it  must  be  coiifessed.  that  lie  possessed  a  considerable  share  of 
prudence,  and  was  not  wanting  either  in  promptitude  or  judgment. 

The  consequence  of  all  this  was,  that  his  revenue  regulations,  tliougk 
framed  with  great  ability,  and  apparently  well  calculated  to  enricli 
both  the  prince  and  people,  were  fru$trate4  in  their  operations  by-  bit 
shifting  and  narrow  policy;  and  the  same  ccAi^rait  ran  through  all  his 
conduct  and  all  hif  character, 'both  political  and  military. 

His 
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The  act  of  storming  displayed  a  most  animating 
and  unrivalled  picture  of  British  gallantry ;  for  we 
have  seen  that  the  columns  of  grenadiers  dashed,  as 
it  were,  across  the  river  at  noon  day,  despising  the 
difficulties  of  the  passage,  to  mount  the  breach, 
which  could  have  been  practicable  'aldne  to  their  ir- 
resistible force  and  bravery.  The  impetuous  spirit 
which  led  them  on  in  the  fa^e  of  a  very  heavy  and 

lu^  continued 


His  reTengeful  disposition  may  be  easily  conceived  from  the  follow- 
ing curious  extract  from  one  of  his  own  MSS. 

''The  means  I  have  taken  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  misfortunes 
1  experienced  six  years  ago  (alluding  to  the  war  with  Lord  Cornwallis,) 
from  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  are  to  discontinue  sleeping  in  a  cot- 
top  bed,  and  to  make  use  of  a  doth  one;  when  1  am  victorious,  I 
shall  resume  the  bed  of  cotton/' 

His  thoughts  were  constantly  bent  on  war  and  military  preparations. 
He  has  been  frequently  heard  to  say,  that  in  this  world  he  Would  ra- 
tber  live  two  days  like  a  tyger,  than  two  hundred  years  like  a  sheep  ; 
and,  soq^ethiqg  on  ^his  principle,  he  adopted  the  figure  of  the  royal 
tyger  as  a  species  of  armorial  bearing,  and  as  the  emblem  of  his  stute. 
His  father  had  chosen  the  elephant. 

The  title  of  "  Lion  of  God,'*  was  formerly  given  by  Mahomet  to 
hi?  son-in-law,  Aii;  to  denote  the  pro\fes8  and  valour  by  which  he' 
signalized  himself  in  fighting  under  the  prophet's  banners.  Innumera-. 
ble,  indeed,  are  the  traditions  and  records  of  the  deeds  of  this  celebrated 
warrior;  and  beseems  to  have  been  a  second  Jack  the  Giant  Kitler, 
as  many  of  the  romantic  tales  of  the  Moor-men  have  him  as  their 
hero.  On  bis  example,  Tippoo  was  anxious  to  vform  himself ;  and 
iMm  he  adopted  as  the  guardian  genius,  or  tutelary  saint,  of  his  donii« 
oions.  It  was  natural,  therefore^/or  him  to  assume  his  name ;  and  ac- 
cordingly upon  his  sabres  and  other  arms  he^had  a  cypher  cut  in  Ara- 
bic character,  signifying  'Vthe  Lion  of  God  is  the  conqueror  ;*'  and 
these  letters  were  so  artfully  arranged  as  to  bear  some  resemblance 
U;)a  tjjger's  face:  and  it  i,s  perhaps  likely  that  the  assumption  pf  the 
tjger  as  ^is  own  emblem  was  as  much  in  honour  of  Ali  as  boastfully 
indicative  of  his  own  disposition  ;  for  the  natives  of  Hindoostan  make 
no  distinction  between  the  1  yger  and  Lion. 

^  It  was  a.  favourite  maxim  with  him  that  kings  should  be  inOexibie 
in  their  orders  !  that  God  had  forbidden  the  use  of  wine ;  and  tiiai  lie 
should  persist  in  exacting  a  strict  obedience  to  his  edicts  on  that  sub- 
ject. Yet  with  all  this  inflexibility,  his  conversation  was  re^narkabiv 
hvely,  entertaining,  iand  instructive ;  and  during  his  meals  he  was 
fond  of  reciting  passages  of  the  most  admired  historians  and  poets; 
and  sometimes  amused  himself  with  sarcasms  upon  the  infideh,  and 
the  enemies  of  his  government. 
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French  republican  officers. 


continued  Bre  of  cannon  and  musquetry, '  the  va- 
pidity with  which  they  ascended  the  ladder,  ancl 
fhe  resistless  con  rage  with  which  they  drove  the  af- 
frighted enepy  from  the  walls,  soon  combined,  in 
deed,  to  throw  the  particular  works  into  their  posses^ 
ilion.  The  hour  of  attack  also  was  fortunate,,  and 
judiciously  chosen ;  it  being  one  at  noon,  when  num- 
bers of  the  besieged  had  retired  to  take  refreshment  ; 
though  enough  still  remained  to  have  repelled  less 
daring  assailants. 

The  carnage  also  on  this  occasion  was  much  less 
than  might  have  been  expected  (however  it  may 
still  be  lamented)  when  we  contemplate  a  large  city 
thus  entered  by  storm,  atid  filled  wilh  people  wbosiei 
opposition  was  continued  iti  the  streets  and  from  Ifhe 
houses,  and  where  no  incentive  was  wanting  to 
gratify  lust,  rapine,  and  revenge.  But  it  should  be 
ibr  ever  remembered,  to  the  honour  betb  oi  offieets 
and  men,  that  the  efttsitm  of  Mbod  was  very  soon  rev 
strained ;  and  that  under  circumstances  or  provoca-* 
tion  which  sufficiently  proved,  if  proof  were  ever 
wanting,  ike  humani^ty  of  the  British  eharaeter. 
Nor  in  the  course  of  that  plunder  which  the  laws  of 
war  allow,  in  certaia  cases,,  to  the  conquerors,  was. 
i^iy  defenceless  inhabitant  killed,  or  any  womAn^ 
treated  with  wanton  brutally. 

'yV'ith  respect  to  the  French  republican  officers,^ 

,  and 


*  The  proceedings  of  these  republican  gentry  may  be  justly  ap- 
preciated from  the  fact  that  in  4 he  archives  of  the  Sultauii,  after  the 
siege,  there  vras  found  a  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Jacobin  Ciub 
established  by  theip  ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  their  secretary, 
could  not  spell>  and  that  the  members  could  not  write  their  own  names. 
These  men,  with  all  the  ignorance  and  audacity  of  their  brethren  at 
Paris,  on  the  24th  of  April  1797,  had  actually  raised  the  national 
colours,  surmounted  with  the  Ihnnet  rouge,  in  the  presence  of  **  Citi« 
zen  Prince  Tippoo/'  as  they  ridiculously  called  him,  whilst  the  Jaco* 
bin  army  at  Hyderabad,  the  court  of  the  Nizam,  und^r  Perron,  dis- 
played the  colours  of  the  republic  of  France  on  a  staff,  whose  bead 
was  orpamented  with  a  scymeter.  ^rhich  piercing  a  cresceut^  (the  em* 

blem 
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Occurrences  after  the  stori». 


wd  others  indeed}  t&oii^h  they  olHained  Ihe  fj^uAPter^ 
vi'hich  from  their  coaifuct  tl^y  sa  ill  deserved;  yefr 
itbas  beeii  observed  by  an  eye  witness  that  it  maaft 
be  imputed  t^  accident  rather  th^tt  to  afiy  di^^ositioiv 
iA  tbeir  tWvour :  bu^t  that  party  had  shut  tbemselv^ 
Mf  witii.tbe  defenders  of  the  j^lace  tiH  the^  fir»t  burst 
of  violence  was  past ;  and*  Bvising  with  themt  pae*^ 
tpok  of  the  iB^rcy  by  wbich  they  wet e  preserved. 
.  Every  delieaey  wa»  shewn  to-  the  remains  of  the 
unfortunate  cliief ;  ^and  the  preparations  for  his  futten^ 
val  were  superintended  by  the  principal  Catiizee 
Qf  Serijtgapataa^  every  article  whieb  he  thougfllf 
proper  to  order  being  provided^  in.  order  tha;t  the 
ceremony  111 ighit  be  performed  with  as  much  poen^ 
aa  circnmstan^ees  would  admitr  f»f.  Inifteed  Coion^ 
Wellesley,  who  was^  then  apppin4ed<  commaindant^i 
ga?e  direction.^  not  only  that  foar  flank  companiies  of 
Europeans  should  attend,  but  aiso  that  minute  gpuo^ 
should  be  fired  during  the  inter val^.  a  i»ark  of  res^ 
pect  which  the  Prinee,  Abdul  Khalie^  at  first  declined* 
the  acceptance  of,  until  he  was  donvin<^i  of  its-  ttnia^ 
iatent* 

On  the  morning  of  the  5tb*  of  May,  ColdnetWd^ 
lesley  relieved  General  Baird;  ^id  on^^the  following^ 
day  was  appointed  to  the  permanent  command  06 
Seringapatam,  as. noticed  above,  on  which  oecamHli 
be,  with  the  greatest  promptitude,  used  every  means* 
in  his  power  to  prevent  every  kind  of  excess.  Pub- 
lic notice  was  given  that  severe  examples  would  be 
made  of  any  persons  detected  in  the  act  of  plunder- 
ing the  houses,  or  molesting  the  inhabitants :  foiir 
men  in  conseqoence  w^as»  executed  for  plunderinrgy 
and  the  most  perfect  tranquillity  was  immefdifltteiy 
restored.  These  examples,  and  the  personal  activity 
of  the  Colonel  himself,  who. went  into  all  the  houses* 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  establi^  safeguards^- 

soon 


blem  of  MabometaQism^}  was  most  dariogly  a&d  sfgnifican^y  ctowned' 
ynth  the  Cap  of  Li  t^eitj. 


S(S,  l!fe  of  the  most  noble 
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soon  produced  a  general  confidence;  the  inhabitants 
"who  had  fled  on  the  night  of  the  storm,  returned  to 
tli^eir  habitations,  and  resumed  their  usual  occnpa* 
tions;  in  a  few  days  the  bazars  were  stored  with  all 
kinds  of  inercbandize  and  provisions,  for  which  tjiere 
was  a  ready  and  advantageous  sale  ;  and  an  eye  wit- 
ness declares  that  three  days  after  the  storm  the 
principal  streets  were  so  crowded  as  to  be  alihost  im- 
passable, presenting  rather  the  appearance  of  a  fair 
than  of  a  captured  city. 

Th0  first  important  duty  which  fell  upon  Colonel 
Wellesley  after  the  capture,  he  being  one  of  the  com- 
missioners^ appointed  for  the  final  regulation  and 
Mtablishment  of  the  new  conquest,  was  the  removal 
of  the  faGbilies  of  Hyder  Ali  and  Tippoo  Sultavm 
from  Seringapatam  to  the  Carnatic.  The  details  of 
this  delicate  office,  of  this  painful  but  indispensable 
measure,  fell  to  his  lot  as  comman,dant ;  and  though 
his  conduct  and  regulations  were  considered  as  sub- 
ject to  such  suggestions  as  might  be  offered  by  the 
other  members  of  the  commission  ;  yet  it  'has  been 
well  said,  that  to  his  prudential  precautions,  which 
the  occasion  required  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
commotion  or  escape,  tahis  discretion^  activity,  and 
humanity,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  arduous  and 
difficult  task,  is  justly  ascribed  the  facility  with  which 
it  was  accomplished. 

Information 


*  In  detailing  the  steps  necessary  for  this  delicate  business,  the 
Governor-General  in  his  instructions  observed,  that  it  could  not  be 
entrusted  to  any  person  more  likely  to  com biq<e  every  office  of  huma- 
nity, with  the  prudential  precautions  required,  than  Cokx^el  Wt^lles- 
ley  \  and  he  therefore  committed  to  his  discretion,  activity,  and  hu- 
manity, the  whole  arrangement;  but  subject  always  to  such  sugges- 
tions as  might  be  offered  by  the  other  commissioners.  He  added  that 
Colonel  Wellesley,  in  his  name,  would  give  the  most  nnequi vocal 
assurances  of  protection  and  indulgence  to  every  part  of  the  family  ; 
and  that  he  was  persuaded  that  the  humanity  of  General  Harris  would 
induce  him  to  exert  every  effort  to  mitigate  all  the  rigorous  parts  of 
this  necessary  and  most  expedient  revolution,  so  loudly  called  ior  by 
a  due  regard  to  British  interest|  and  the  welfare  of  the  natives  them- 
selves. 
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Information  having' been  given  that  a  quantity  of 
jewels  were  concealed  in  the  Seraglio,  applicatioa 
was  made  to  Colonel  Wellesley,  the  conimandanl;, 
for  permission  to  search,  which  he  readily  granted ;. 
and  the  proper  notice  being  given  to  remove  the  wo- 
men from  the  apartments  which  it  was  intended  ta 
examine,  the  gentlemen  deputed  for  that  service  pro- 
ceeded to  the  task.  They  were  disappointed,  how- 
ever, in  their  object,  for  they  did  not  6nd  any  thing 
of' value;  and  it  was  ascertained  afterwards  that 
Tippoo  never  entrusted  his  women  with  the  care  of 
bis  jewels,  or  even  of  their  own. 

On  this  examination  it  appeared  that  there  were 
in  all,  including  some  of  the  wives  and  other  ladies 
of  the  late  Hyder's  family,  six  hundred  and  fifty 
females  in  the  Seraglio  and  palace;  a  number  al- 
most equalling  those  of  Solompn  himself. 

This  business  at  first  rpade  some  noise ;    and  the 
Governor  General  in  a  subsequent  dispatch  observed 
that  he  had  heard,  with  the  utmost  degree  of  surprise 
and  concern,  that  the  Zenana,  or  women*s  apartment^  • 
in  the  palace  of  the  Sultaun,  was  searched;  and  add* 
ed  that  he  could  have  yt^ished,  for  the  honour  of  the 
British  name,  that  the  apartments  of  the  women  had 
not  been  disturbed.     He  .acknowledged  that  in  the 
heat  and  confusion  of  an  assault  such  excesses  are 
ho  doubt  frequently  unavoidable  ;    but  that  he  should 
ever  lament  that  this  scene  should  have  been  acted 
long  after  the   contest  had  subsided^  and    when  the 
whole  place  had  submitted  to  the  superiority  of  our 
victorious  arms.     He  then  observed  that  if  any  per- 
sonar  ornaments,    or  other  articles  of  value,    were 
taken  from  the  women  in  that  unfortunate  momenta 
he  trusted  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  would  make 
it  bis  business  to  vindicate  the  humanity  of  the  Bri- 
tish character,  by  using  the  tnost  zealous  exertion^ . 
to  obtain  a  full  restitution  of  the  property  in  ques- 
tion.   .After  this  observation,     he    hinted    that  he, 
thought  it  superfluous  to  add  h^s  most  anxious  ex- 
pectation. 


«»  UVR  OP  me  Mosf  NoBte 

The  Sultano's  throne  and  jewels. 
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pectatioBy  that  the  utmost  degree  of  care  would  be 
taken  to.  secure  the  personal  property  of  the  princej) 
and  ef  the  women,  when  the  period^  of  their  removal 
dioirid  arrive. 

To  this  remonstrance  the  Commissioners  sabse** 
quenti}'  replied,  assuring  him  that  before  the  Zenana 
was  searched  for  treasure,  separate  apartments  were 
prepared  for  the  ladies,  and  no  precaution  omitted 
to  seoure  them  from  the  possibility  of  being  exposed 
to  any  inconvenience. 

Upwards  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees  worth  of  jewels, 
and  the  amount  of  500  camels  loads  of  muslins,  shawls, 
Ftcfa  cloths,  and  various  kinds  of  merchandize,  were 
found  as  prize  to  the  captors. 

The  Sultaun's  throne,  being  too  unwieldly  to  be 
carried  away,  was  broken  up ;  it  was  a  howdar  or  arm-> 
ed  seat,  upon  a  tyger,  covered  with  sheet  gold ;  the 
ascent  to  it  was  by  silver  steps,  gilt,  having  silver 
nails,  and  all  the  other  fastenings  of  the  same  metaK 
The  canof^y  was  alike  superb,  and  decorated  with 
a  costly  fringe  of  fine  pearls  all  around  it.  The  eyes 
and  teeth  of  the  tyger  were  of  glass.  It  was  valued  at 
00,000  pagados,  upwards  of  25,0001.  sterling.  The 
skfet  gold  alone  was  estimated  at  40,000  pagodas. 
Si^ry  inch  of  the  howdar  contained  an  Arabic  sen- 
tence^ chiefly  from  the  Koran,  superbly  stamped, 
haui^  raised  and  polished  in  the  most  beautiful  man- 
mr. 

A  j^eld  figure  of  a  bird,  covered  over  with  the 
ihost  precious  stones,  was  fastened  to  the  top  of  the 
canoipy ;  its  beak  was  a  large  emerald ;  its  eyes  car- 
btincies  :  the  breas^was  covered  with  diamonds ;  and 
the  wings  which  were  expanded,  as  if  in  the  isict  of 
hovering,  were  completely  lined  with  diamonds ;  on 
the^aek  were  many  large  jewels,  well  and  fancifi^ly 
disposed ;  the  tail,  which  resembled  a  peacock's,  v^ns 
also  studded  in  the  same  manner ;  and  the  whdie  so 
s^ranged  as  to  imitate  thcplumage,  yet  so  closely  set 
that  the  gold  was  iBcarcely  visible. 

I  Anum* 
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Cruel  t J  of  Tippoo. 
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A  fRimfoer  of  tigers  were  foand  iti  tfa^  palace-yard; 
bet  tbcM  vftre  all '  m-dered  to  bt  tfbot  to  prevent  ac«- 
cidenta* 

Greater  part  of  this  treasure  liad  been  the  plufi^^ 
cter  of  the  imfaappy  Mysore  family,  and  of  many 
lolher  inferior  Rajaittk  Tliere  was  every  thing,  ia 
aiiortt  which  money  or  force  coald  procure.  Amidst 
fell  the  apparent  immenfiity  of  confasron,  every  thing 
was^  regularly  labelled  and  arrianged;  and  Tippoo 
himaelf,  whose  desire  of  hoarding  was  insatiablef,  air- 
ways passed  the  greatest  part  of  his  leisure  time,  in 
neviewitig  tbis  various  ai)d  splendid  Assemblage  of 
ins  ricbes^ 

It  fs  a  mrai^ble  ftuct,  that  the  public  dispatches ^ 
to  or  from  tbe  different  presideneies  and  officers  witb 
Lord  ConrwaHis,  and  such  other  public  or  private  let» 
ter9,  as  were  intercepted  by  Tippoo  daring  thepre^^ 
Ceding  war,  were  all  found  in  the  palace^  Tbey^ 
were  carefully  packed  up :  and,  what  is  more  remark^ 
able,  not  more  than  three  or  fonr  of  tbe  letters  had 
ever  been  openfed,  the  seals  of  all  the  others  being 
entire. 

During  the  subsequent  search  Tippoo^s  only  bro*^ 
tber«  Keriiii  Saheb,  was  foond  m  a  dungeon  with 
heavy  irons  on  his  hands  and  feet;  he  bad  languished 
HI  that  horrid  condition,  for  many  years,  from  an  un« 
founded  fit  of  jealousy  that  thetyraut  bad  conceived 


The  prim«i*y  objects  of  the  Commandernin-Ghiefi 
attention,  after  tbe  fall  of  thit^  fortress.  Were  to  dis«> 
band  the  late  Sultauu's  army,  and  to  ebtaiit  possessi<^ 
of  the  principal  strong  holds,  thr^gbo^^  his  domi^ 


The  measur^s^  necessary  for  effetstirfg  the  first  of 
these  objeets  were  ac^rdi<agly  taken,  tbr<$iigh  the 
ageiu^y  of  Perneah.  The  8iitahdar  horse,  of  thei# 
own  accord,  returned  to  their  lands :  the  dotps,  for^ 
merly  Lally^s  surrendered ;  an>di  the  £ui^ojpesns  com- 
posing it,  together  with  those  under  M.  Chapuy,  r-e^ 
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cently  arrived  from  the  Mauritius^  were  secured,  and 
immediately  sent  as  prisoners  of  war  into  the  Caroatic. 

The  army  of  Bombay,  which  bad  joined  the  main 
army  during;  the  siege,  were  detached  to  take  pos- 
sion  of  the  Canary  Country;  and  circular  letters  were 
sent  to  all  the  killedars,  qt  commanders  of  the  varioua 
fortresses,  requiring  the  surrender  of  their  postsi  to 
the  British  arms,  and  giving  them  general  assuratices 
of  favour  and  protection,  all  of  which  were  attended 
to,  and  every  thing  soon  arranged  in  the  most  ami* 
cable  manner.   . 

The  villagers  immediately,  returned  to  their  occu«* 
pations,  throughout  the  whole  country  ;  and,  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  strongest  symptoms  appeared  of  a  ge- 
neral disposition  to  submit  to  the  orders  of  the  British 
government,  without  opposition  or  reluctance. 

On  a  further  investigation  of  the  palace,  all  the  re** 
cords  of  Tippoo's  government  were  fortunately  ne*^ 
cured,  and  were  found  to  contain  the  whole  of  his 
correspondence  with  the  French. 

In  one  of  these  he  told  them  that  be  acknowledged 
the  sublimity  of  their  constitution  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
bis  sinc^erity,  be  proposed  to  their  nation  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  fraternity,  for  ever  indissoluble ;  and  to 
be  founded  on  republican  principles,  of  sincerity  and 
good  faith;  and  he  concluded  by  exclaiming — *•  Hap- 
"  py  momeut !  the  time  is  come,  when  I  can  deposit  in 
the  bosoms  of  my  friends  t^he  hatred  which  I  bear 
against  those  oppressors  of  the  human  race,  [f  you 
will  assist  me,  in  a  short  time  not  an  Englishman 
sh^U  remain  in  India !  you  have  the  power  and  tb^ 
means  of  effecting  it,  by  your  free  negroes.  With 
these  new.  citizens  (much  dreaded  by  the  English) 
joined  to  your  troops  of  the  line,  we  ypitl  purge  India 
of  those  villians  !  The  springs  which  I  have  touched 
have  put  all  India  in  motion ;  my  friends  are  ready  to 
fall  upon  the  English. 

The  British  government  had  now  a  very  difficult 
part  to  perform ;  for  the  necessity  now  occur  red  iofde^K 
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termimng  in  what  hands  the  new  government  of  the 
Mysore  should  be  placed.  It  sefMiied  expedient,  in*- 
deed,  that  a  choice  should  instantly  be  made  l)etween 
the  pretensions  of  the  family  of  Tippoo  Sultuun,  and 
those  of  the  ancient  house  of  the  Rajahs  of  Mysore^ 
aeither  of  whom,  however,  were  considered  as  having 
any  absolute  right  or  title  to  the  throne. 

As  the  Earl  of  Mornington  feelingly  expressed  him- 
self in  one  of  his  public  dispatches,  the  claims  of  hu- 
manity, on  both  sides,  rendered  the  decision  a  painful 
and  ungracious  task.  No  alternative  remained,  in 
fact,  but  to  dispose  that  dynasty  which  was  found  upon 
the  throne,  or  to  confirm  the  Mahometan  usurpation, 
and,  with  it,  the  perpetnal  exclusion  and  degradation 
of  the  ligitiipate  Hindoo  sovereigns  of  those  coun- 
tries.    It  was  also  a  matter  uf  serious  reflection  that 

* 

the  usurpation,  although  not  sanctioned  by  remote  an- 
tiquity, had  yet  subsisted  for  suoh  a  length  of  time  as 
to  have  nearly  extinguished  the  hopes  of  the  Hindoo 
femily,  and  accustomed  them  to  the  humility  of  their 
fortane ;  whilst  the  sons  of  Tippoo,  born  in  the  state 
ef  royalty,  and  educated  with  the  proudest  and  most 
exalted  expectations  of  sovereignty  and  power,  would 
be  proportionably  sensible  of  their  sudden  change  of 
their  condition,  and  the  unexpected  disappo^intment  of 
their  splendid  prospects. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  Lord  Mornington,  with 
great  feeling,  declared  that  it  would  have  been  more 
grateful  to  his  mind,  (securing  at  the  same  time  ix 
mnnificent  provision  for  the  ancient  family  of  My- 
sore,) to  have  restored  thai  of  Tippoo  Sultaun  to  the 
throne,  if  such  a  restoration  could  have  been  accom- 
plishefl  without  exposing  the  Mysore  to  ihe^perpetual 
hazard  of  internal  commotions,  and  of  foreign  war ; 
and  also  without  endangering  the  stability  of  the  in- 
tended settlement,  of  the  mutual  interests  of  England, 
and  her  Indian  allies. 

These  latter  objects  were  Certainly  of  great  impor- 
tance} for  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
«  M  2=  total 
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total  destruction  of  the  British  power  in  India  bai) 
for  many  y^ars,  nay  al ways,  formed  the  favourite  aii4 
linrediittiDS^' object  of  Tippoo'tt  hopes  and  eKortions } 
that  he  not  only  trusted  to  have  accompliBbed  t^is  dei 
struction,  by  instigating  the  French  to  invade  thai 
country ;  but  that  he  had  also  prosecuted  this  unaltart 
able  purpose  with  all  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  passionate 
resentment  and  vindictive  hatred,  as  well  a»  with 
the  steadiness  of  a  deliberatie  maxini  of  state  policyi» 
it  wasi  therefore,  natural  to  conclude,  that  his  heiri 
Und  indeed  his  whole  family,  must  have  been  educat* 
#d  in  the  same  principles»  encouraged  to  indulge  the 
same  prejudices  and  passions,  and  instructed  to  foroi 
the  same  views  of  the  interest  and  honour  of  .tha 
Moorish  throne  of  the  Mysore.  That  these  sentimanta 
were  strengthened  by  the  events  of  the  war  was  also 
^i^tren^ely  probable ;  and  it  was  not  likely,  that  the 
heir  would  ever  be  brought  to  consider  himself  in  any 
Other  than  a  degraded  and  abject  state,  if  placed  on 
the  throng}  by  British  favour,  and  limited  by  Bi'itish 
f^ontroulj  under  arrangements  too,  which  would  have 
required  our  retention  of  a  great  part  of  th^  country, 
and  of  some  of  bis  principal  strong  holds;  and  to 
Lord  IdorpingiQU'S  comprehensive  judgment  it  did 
not  seem  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  heir  of 
Uyder  Ali,  and  '[pippoo  Snltaun,  animated  by  the  imi* 
placable  s^ipt'^nd  hold  example  of  his  ancestors^ 
and  accustomed  to  the  commanding  prospect  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignty','  and  to  the  splendor  of  military 
glory,  might  be  tempted  deliberately  to  hazard  the 
remnanf  of  his  heridiiary  possessions  ih  pursuit  of  so 
proud  an  '  object,  as  the  recovery  of  that  vast  and 
powerful  empire  which,  for  so  many  years,  had  en* 
abled  those  ancestors  to  be  the  scourge  of  the  Car* 
natic,  and  the  terror  of  ahnoist  all  SoutbertV  India, 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  very  judiciously  considered, 
that  the  restoration  of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Kajahs  of  Mysore  bad  all  the  force  of  his  mode  of 
seasoning  in  its  favour  j  for  the  indignities  which  that. 
J  ,  deposed 
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deposed  family  hadsa^red^  especiaUy  during  the 
cruel  and  tyrannieal  reign  of  Tippoo  Suitaun,  and  the 
state  and  degradatioii  and  miisery  to  ^bicii  tliey  had 
been  redaced,  would,  it  was  expected^  naturally  excite 
a  Kentiment  of  gratitude  and  attachment  to  that 
power*  which  should  npt  only  deliver  them  from  op- 
pression, but  raise  them  to  a  state  of  considerable  txf^ 
ouenee  and  distinction.  It  was  also  an  important  con* 
gideration^  ^hat  an  intercourse  of  friendship  and  mu« 
toal  kindness  had  a!  ways  subsisted  between  that 
family  and  th0  British  government ;  and  that,  even  in 
the  most  d^sjjerate  crisis  of  their  adverse  fortune,* 
they  bad  never  formed  the  slightest  connection  with 
oar  enemies;  and  that  as  their  elevation  to, the  throne 
would  be  the  spontaneous  act  of  British  generosity, 
00  it  would  be  from  British  support  and  alliance  alone 
that  they  could  ever  hctpe  to  be  maintained  in  their 
regal  staticfn,  or  to  be  defended  against  the  wsbrper'^ 
descendant's,  or  any  other  claimants. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  the  Governor  considered 
that  aH  motives  of  policy,  all  moral  considerations, 
and  every  sentiment  of  generosity  and  humanity,  fa- 
voured the  restoration  of  this  ancient  family.  Their 
high  birth,  the  antiquity  of  their  ligiUmate  title, 
and  their  long  and  unremitting  sufferings,  rendered 
them  peculiar  objects  of  compassion  and  respect;  nor 
could  it  be  doubted  that  their  government  would  be 
both  more  acceptable  and  more  indulgent  than  that 
of  the  Moorish  usurpers  to  the  mass  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  composed  almost  entirely  of  Hindoos : 
and  the  whole  of  these  reasons  induced  him  to 
adopt  the*  resolution  of  prefering  the  descendant 
of  the  Rajahs  of  Mysore  to  the  heir  ,of  Tippoo 
Sultaun.   - 

For  the  accomplishment  of  a  settlement  founded 
on  these  principles  so  well  established,  the  Governor- 
Greneral  issued  a  commission  appointing  Colonel 
Wellesley,  along  with  General  Harris,  the  Honour- 
able Henry  Wellesley,  ai\d  liieutenant^Obloueis 
•  Kirkpatrick 
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Kirkpatrick  aiid  Close,  as  ComniissioDers  for  thd 
affiairs  of  the  Mysore ;  and  the  fii'st  step  undert^kea 
by  them  was  to  criake  provision  for  the  surviving  oflS- 
Cers  and  chiefs  of  the  late  Sultaun,  and  for  the  fami-' 
lies  of  those  slain  during  the  campaign.  This  judi«t 
cious  measure  succeeded  in  producing  the  most  salu-r 
tary  effect,  in  tranquillizipg  the  minds  of  the  prino]|>al 
Mahometans  remaining  in  Mysore,  and  in  placing  the 
clemency  and  generosity  of  the. British  government 
in  the  most  conspicuous  light. 

The  next  important  duty  of  Colonel  Wellesley,  as 
a  Commissioner,  was  to  undertake  the  painful,  but 
necessary,  task  of  removing  the  families  of  Hyder 
Ali  and  Tippoo  Sultaun  froqi  S^ring^patam  to  tbe 
CarnatiC)  for  which  purpose  the  fortress '  of  Vellor© 
was  prepared  for  their  reception,  with  payment  of 
stipends  allotted  to  both  families,  and  every  accom" 
ifiodatjon  suitable  tP  their  former  rank  s^nd  expecta* 
tions. 

Colonel  Wellesley,  and  the  other  Commissioners^ 
with  a  degripe  of  consideration  highly  praise\ji'Qrthy, 
had,  previously  to  the  departure  of  the  Princes  fr^m^ 
^erimgapatam,  cautiously  abstaii^ed  frorp  all  inter'* 
course  with  the  family  of  the  Rajah  of  Mysore  ; .  but 
the  moment  the  foiir  eldest  sons  of  Tippoo*  bad  left 
that  capital.  Colonel  Welle.sly  paid  a  visit  to  the 
young  liajah,  whom  he  found,  along  %^ith  other* 
of  his  persecuted  family,  in  a  condition  of , poverty 
and  humiliation  which  excited  the  strongest  emo-^ 
tions  of  compassion.  The  particulars  of  this  interest** 
ing  visit  were  fully  detailed  by  the  Commii^sionern.  in 
a  dispatch  to  the  Governor^General,  in  whivh  they 
atate,  that  having  signitied  through  Purneah^  a  con- 
^dential  friend  of  the  family,  the  general  ou^ines  of 

the 

*  After  tKe  storm  the  two  sons  of  Tippoo,  who  had  been  hostages  at 
Madras,  comforted  themselves  with  a  decent  and  mauly  resignation  (a 
their  fate.  They  were  ignorapt  of  their  father's  death  until  the  body 
was  found,  it  bving  believed  by  theni,  as  well  as  by  others,  that  he  had 
eicaped. 
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tlie  plan  intended  for  their  restoration  to  their  original 
rank,  a  written  aiVKwer  was  sent  by  the  gmndmother 
»nd  auiitof  therRajah,  then  only  a  child  of  five  years 
old,  in  which  they  expressed  the  greatest  happiness 
At  the  pleasing  prospects^  before  them.  They  added 
"tVirty  years  have  elaysed  since  our  government 
cea!$edb  Now  yot\  have  favoured  our  boy  with  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  nominated  Purneah 
to  be  his  dewan,  (or  minister,)  we  shall,  while  the  sun 
andjnooh  continue,  commit  no  offence  to  your  govern- 
ment. We  shall  at  all  times  consider  ourselves  at 
imder  your  protection  and  orders  ;  your  having  esta- 
Uisbed  us  must  ev«r  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  our 
posterity  from  one  generation  to  another.  Our  off- 
spring can  never  forget  an  attachment  to  your  govern* 
went,  on  whose  support  we  shall  depend." 

Colonel  Wellesley,  and  three  of  the  other  Com- 
missioners immediately  signified  their  intention  of 
paying  iheir  personar  respects  to  the  famdy  in  the 
evening,  and  proceeded  to  their  residence  accompa- 
nied by  Purneah:  but,  although  every  preparation  was 
made  for  their  reception,  yet  the  misery  in  which 
tbey  found  thiem  was  almost  indescribable.  A  por- 
tion of  the  apartment  in  which  they  were  received 
was'conceaied  by  a  eurUin,  behind  which  the  Rana^ 
(>r  Queen  mother,  and  t^iO  other  relatives  were  seated. 
The  male  part  of  the  family  received  them  with  ex* 
pressions  of  gratitude  and  joy  proportioned  to  the 
uiagnitude  ot  the  benefits  conferred  on  them,  and  to 
the  state  of  obscurity  and  indig<njce  from  which  they 
were  now  to  be  relieved,  and  in  which  they  had  boea 
kept  by  Hyder  and  his  son  ever  since  the  first  usurpa- 

Oo  communicating,  though  Purneah,  the  general 
outline  of  the  plan  in  their  behalf>  the  Rana,  in  a 
most  eloquent  and  energetic  reply,  expressed  the  live^ 
ly  sense  which  she  entertained  of  British  generosity, 
which  had  thus  raised  her  and  her  family  from  the 
lowest  btata.of  imman  misery  to  that  station  of  which 

they 
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they  bmd  been  deprived  by  tyranny  and  usurpation, 
She  dwelt  particularly  on  the  persecution  to  wbieh 
ithe  and  her  family  bad  been  exposed  from  the  crueU 
aavage,  and  relentless  disposition  of  the  late  Tipped 
finltaun :  but,  she  added,  that  tl>e  generosity  of  the 
India  Company,  having  restored  ^e  ancient  rights  of 
her  house  in  the  person  of  her  grandson,  bad  opened 
to  her  a.  prospect  of  passing  the  remainder  of  her  days 
in  peace. 

This  venerable  lady  was  the  second  wife  of  the 
Rajah,  who  reigned  at  the  time  of  Hyder's  usurpa« 
tion :  b^r  name  Letchima  Amany,  the  second  wife  of 
Kisna  Raige  Worrier;  the  maternal  ;attnt  of  die 
young  chief  was  Dewaj  Amany,  the  second  wife  of 
Chiaum  Raige,  his  father,  who  had  married  eight 
wives,  the  young  Rajah^s  mother,  and  this  lady,  being 
sisters. 

The  Rajah  himself  was  a  boy  of  five  yearr  old,  of 
a  delicate  habit,  his  complexion  rather  fair  than  others 
wise,  and  his  countenance  very  expressive.  He  be* 
trayed  some  symptoms  of  alarm  on  the  first  arrival  of 
Colonel  Wellesley  andJiis  friends,  but  these  soon  dis* 
appeatred;  though  he  shewed  himself  upon  the  whole 
fatber  of  a  timid  disposition,  from  having  suffered  con* 
siderisbly  from  Restraint.  He  soon,  however,  began  to 
feel  the  importance  of  his  situation,  and  to  confirni  the 
good  opinion  formed^of  him  at  first ;  and,  during  the 
subsequent  cei^mony  of  his  inauguration,  his  conduct 
was:  so  remarkably  decorous,  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
expected. 

it  was  then  determined  oii,  instead  of  bringing  them 
(oSeringapatam,  that  the  ancient  town  of  Mysore,  as 
the  roost  eligible  situation  for  the  seat  of  government^ 
skaotd  be  appointed  for  theii*  rdsideuce :  and  on  the 
90th  of  June  Colonel  Wellesley,  assisted  by  hi«t  brother 
Commissioners,  had  the  gratification  of  fornserly  plae«* 
ing  the  young  Rajah  upon  thethitone  of  his  ancestors^ 

In  this  ceremony  every  aitenticMs  was  paid  to  the 
prejudioi^  of  the  native  inhabitants ;  and  the  Brakr 
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mans  having  fixed  on  the  month  as  the  most  auspi- 
cious moment  for  placing  Kistna  Rajah  Oodiaver  in 
his  new  sovereignty.  The  Rajah  and  his  family  were 
removed  from  Seringapatam  to  Mysore,  where  the 
best  preparations  were  made  for  their  accommoda- 
tion that  circumstances  would  admit  of.  whilst  6e- 
neral  Harris,  attended  by  his  suite,  and  an  escort  of 
European  cavalry,  arrived  there  in  order  to  prejsida 
on  the  occasion. 

On  the  auspicious  morning*  Colonel  Wellesley  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Commission,  accompanied 
by  Meer  Allum  Bahauder,  the  Nizam*s  General, 
and  hisT  son  Meer  Dowran,  and  preceeded  by  the  12th 
regiment  of  foot,  proceeded  to  the  Rajah's  residence, 
where  the  ceremony  of  insiuguration  took  place  beforo 
^  great  crowd  of  spectators,  so  happy  at  the  circunii- 
stance,  that,  as  the  Commissioners  declared,  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  describe  the  joy  which  was  visi- 


'        *  ble  in  their  countenances. 


That  part  of  the  ceremony  which  consisted  of 
placing  the  Rajah  on  the  Musnud  was  performed  by 
General  Harris,  as  senior  Commissioner,,  and  by 
Meer  Allum,  each  of  whom  took  a  hand  of  the 
youthful  prince^  to  whon^,  soon  after,  General  Har- 
ris presented  the  seal  and  signet,  the  whole  taking 
place  under  three  voUies  of  musquetry  from  the  troops 
on  the  spot,  and  a  ro^al  salute  from  the  guns  of  Se- 
riogapatam, 

After  this  arrangement  Colonel  Wellesley  was  con* 
firmed  by  the  Governor-General  in  the  command  of 
Scringapatam,  as  a  trust  of  great  delicacy  and  im- 
portance, and  which,  in  his  public  dispatches,  he 
said  he  considered  as  his  duty  to  repose  in  a  person 
pf  approved  military  talents  and  integrity. 

The  whole  of  these  important  arrangement,  in 
which  Colonel  Wellesley  took  so  distinguished  and 
so  active  a  share,  being  thus  happily  finished,  it  is 
by  no  means   irrevelanf,  in  forming  a  judgment  of 
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his  services,  to  look  at  the  actual  state  of  India  iii' 
consequence  of  tbem. 

From  the  period  of  the  first  war  with  Hyder  Ali, 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Company's  possessions  bad  been 
continually  menaced  by  the  chiefs  of  Mysore ;  and 
even  in  the  intervals  of  peace,  M^hich  succeeded  the 
Tarious  contests  with  Hyder  and  Tippoo,  the  seeu* 
pty  of  all  our  territory  in  the  Carnatie  bad  been  very 
uncertain :  for,  notwithstandinsT  these  cessations  of 
actual  hostilities,  still  the  designs  of  those  Princes 
had  been  unifornily  hostile,  and  the  baneful  effects  of 
this  perpetual  state  of  uncertainty  and  solicitude  had 
uot  only  put  the  Company  to  an  extraordinary  expense^ 
but  had  been  felt  by  the  natives  themselves,  in  th« 
dt'cay  of  agriculture,  and  of  the  arts  of  peaceful  in- 
dustry. 

To  this  it  must  be  added,  that  the  other  conse« 
quences  of  this  hostile  feeling  were,  a  rebellious  spi« 
rit  in  certain  descriptions  of  the  Company *s  native  ' 
subjects,  a  diminution  of  British  influence  and  consi- 
deration altbe  native  courts,  the  rising  hopes  of  the 
turbulent  and  disaffected,,  the  decline  of^public  and 
private  credit,  and  the  constant  necessity  of  guarding 
against  surprise  from  the  sudden  aggression  of  an  ene* 
my,  whom  no  clemf^ney  or  moderation  could  concilia 
ate,  and  no  failh  cou!d  bind. 

The  fall  of  Senngapatam,  therefore,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  accompanied  that  event,  placed 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Mysore,  with  all  its  resources, 
at  the  disposal  of  ^he  Company  ;  and  thus,  the  only 
power  in  India  to  which  the  French  could  look  for 
assistance,  or' which  could  be  deemed  formidable  to 
British  interests,  was  now  completely  destroyed. 
Other  advantages  might  also  be  expected  to,  and  did, 
flow  from  these  events;  as  they  served  as  a  salutaryr 
lesson  to  the  various  native  princes  of  India,  proving^ 
to  them  the  danger  of  violating  their  pubic  engage* 
ments,  aiid  of  inviting  foreign  invasion,  for  the  pro* 

secution 
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secation  of  schemes  of  ambition  and   hatred  ag'aiast 
the  British  power. 

The  balance  of  power  for  the  whole  empire  was 
tbos  thrown  into  the  hands  of  Britain,  presenting  an 
irresistible  force,  and  enabling  her,  either  to  concen- 
trate the  most  efficient  part  of  the  resources  of  the 
Mysore  in  one  mass,  for  the  single  object  of  her  own 
defence,  against  any  possible  combination;  or  to 
throw  the  same  weight  into  tliat  scale  which  might 
appear  to  require  SHch  an  aid  in  order  to  preserve  the 
general  tranquillity,  on  the  soljd  bases  of  justice  and 
moderation. 

The  consequences,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
to  the  company,  by  the  final  arrangements  of  terri- 
tory, were  very  great.  There  was  an  augmentation 
of  direct  revenue,  of  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  miU 
iions  sterling,  whilst  the  subsidiary  treaty  with  the 
new  Rajah  gave  •  them  as  cnnch  more ;  the  whole 
making  a  neat  annual  increase  of  aliout  four  millions. 
Nor  did  the  country  itself  suffer;  for  it  a  pleasing 
reflection,  that  the  inhabitants  soon  returned  to  their 
Ancient  customs ;  the  deserted  villages  were  soon  re- 
peopled  ;  and,  under  the  fostering  hands  of  British 
protection,  the  fertile  environs  of  Seringapatam  soon 
began  to  flourish  ^in  a  renewed  stale  of  peaceful  culti- 
vation. 

The  army  being  anxious  to  offer  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
nington,  as  they  expressed  themselves,  some  mark  of 
its  high  esteem,  for  the  wisdom  which  had  prepared 
and  directed  the  whole  operations,  caused  a  star  and 
badge  of  the  order  of  St.  Patrick,  to  be  prepared,  in 
which  as  many  of  the  jewels  as  could  be  found  suitable 
were  taken  from  the  treasury  of  Tippoo.  These  were 
inclosed  in  a  golden  box,  and  sent  to  General  Harris, 
witli  a  request,  that  he  would  transntit  them  to  the 
Governor-General. 

His  Lordship's  answer  on  this  occasion  was  highly 
honourable  to  his  feelings ;  and  he  expressed  himself 
sincerely  desirous  of  accepting  the  gift  of  the  army, 
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and  of  wearing  it  as  an  emblem  of  their  glory  and 
of  their  good  will :  he  also  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied^ that  it  never  \Vas  in'the  contemplation  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Great  Britain  to  prohibit  the  acceptance 
of  such  honorary  marks  of  distinction ;  but  as  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  whole  business  had  convinced 
him  that  he  could  not  accept  it,  without  violating  the 
letter  of  existing  statutes,  and  creating  a  precedent, 
which  might  hereafter  become  the  source  of  injury 
to  the  public  service,  he  therefore,  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  declining  this  flattering  mark  of  their  ap- 
probation. 

This  self-denial  of  the  noble  Governor-General 
was  duly  appreciated  at  home  ;  and  he  not  onlv  shar- 
ed fully  in  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  expressed  through 
both  houses  of  Parliament,  to  all  those  connected  with 
the  brilliant  conduct  and  issue  of  the  war,  but  also 
received  a  signal  mark  of  his  Sovereign's  favour  and 
approval,  by  an  elevation  to  a  Marquisate  and  a  Bri- 
tish barpny. 

The  tranquillity  of  India,  dependant  upon  those 
transactions,  permitted  Colonel  Wellesley,  for  a  short 
time,  to  enjoy  his  well-earned  fame,^  amidst  the 
blandishments  of  peace  ;  but  we  shall  now  see  him 
engaging  in  a  more  arduous  warfare  as  a  conimand- 
ing  officer,  and  with  all  the  responsibility  attached  to 
that  character. 

In  the  year^  1800,  the  tranquillity  of  the  Mysore 
country  became  much  disturbed  by  a  freebooter,  of 
the  name  of  Dhoondiah  Wauffhf  whose  force  soon  Jn^p 
creased  to  such  an  alarming  extent,  as  to  threaten  the 
security  of  the  Company's  possessions,  and  also  the 
territories  of  their  allies,   on  the  western  borders  of 

the 

*  lo  the  General  Orders  of  thd  5th  of  May,  he  was  particularly  oo- 
ticed.  "  On  referring  to  the  progress  of  the  siege»  so  many  occasions 
iiave  occurred  for  applause  to  the  troops,  that  it  is  difficult  to  partl^rq-  * 
iarise  individual  merit;  but  the  gallant  manner  in  vrhich  the  honoura- 
ble Colonel  Wellesley  (with  others)  conducted  the  attacks  on  the 
several  outworks  and  posts  of  the  enemy  deserves  (o  be  particularly 
rcGordecl." 
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tbe  Peninsula.  It  was  necessary,  therefor^,  to  send  a 
[force  for  the  suppression  of  this  predatory  system  j 
and  the  Governor-General  attached  such  a  degree  of 
political  importance  to  the  whole  transaction^  and  re- 

Eosed  such  implicit  confidence  in  the  taleilts  of  his 
rother  as  to  give  the  command  of  the  expedition  to' 
Colonel  Wellesley,  from  whose  exertiops,  both  politic 
jcal  and  military,  he  expected  the  most  solid  and  ex- 
tensive advantages  would  accrue*. 

Colonel  Wellcsley,  therefore,  having  assembled  a 
Mifficient  British  and .  native  force,  proceeded  on  his 
mission  ;  and  crossing  the  Malpurba  at  Jellahaul,  on 
[.theSrd  of  September,  entered  the  territories  of  the 
Nizam  at  Hanamsagur  on  the  dth.  Colonel  Steven-  ^ 
son  who  had  a  force  under  his  command  to  co-operato 
in  this  service,  being  obliged  to  croiss  the  river  in 
boats,  was  not  able  to  advance  until  the  day  precede 
iog;;  and  a$it  appeared  probable  that  when  Dhoondia 
should  be  pressed,'  by  the  whole  of  the  force  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Dnab,  he  would  return  into  Sa* 
vanore  by  Kannagherry  and  Bopul,  and  would  thus 
impede  the  communication  ;  pr,  if  favoured  by  the 
Patans  of  Cannoul,  and  the  Polygars  on.  the  right 
bank  of  the  Tumbundra,  he  would  pass  that  river, 
and  would  enter  the  territories  of  Mysore,  Colonel 
Wellesley  determined  to  lead  his  detachment  to  the 
southward,  and  to  prevent  the  execution  of  either  of 
these  designs,  if  he  ha4  them.  He  also  resolved, 
afterwards,  to  push  him  to  the  eastward,  and  to  take 
sach  advantage  of  his  movements  as  might  turn  up^ 
while  Colonel  Stevenson  shoq^d  move  by  Moodgul 
and  Nohsry,  at  the  distance  of  between  12  and  20 
miles  from  the  Kistna,  and  the  Mahratta  and  Moghul 
cavalry  then  collected  in  one  body  between  the,  Bri- 
tish force  and  the  corps  of  the  freebooters. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  he  arrived  with  Jiis  little 
army  at  Kanaghei^ry  on  the  7tb,  and  on  .the  8th 
moved  with  the  cavalry  to  BaswapoOr,  arriving  on 
the  following  day  at  Yepalperwy  ;  the  infantry  being 
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at  Howly  and  Sbinnoor,  about  15  miles  in  the  rear. 
On  the  9th  in  the  morning,  Dboondia  moved  froii 
Malgfaerry,  a  plaee  about  35  miles  from  Racboor,  at 
inrhicb  he  had  been  encamped  ibr  some  days,  towards 
the-Kistna;  but  on  his  rbad,  hairing  seen  Colonel 
*  ^evenson^s  camp,  he  retmrned  and  encamped  about 
0  miles  in  front  of  Colonel  Wellesley^s  foree;  it  was 
clear,  however,  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  British,  believing  them  still  to  be  at 
iSbinnoor. 

On  the  10th  in  the  morning,  the  Colonel  morei 
forward  with  his  force,  and  met  Dhoondiah's  army  at  a 
place  called  ConafaguU,  about  six  miles  from  Yepal* 
perwy,  being  then  on  Uieir  march  to  the  westward 
apparently  with  the  design  of  passing  between  tihe 
British  and  native  detachments.  At  this  period 
Dboondiah's  army  consisted  of  6000  cavalry  wbieb 
Colonel  Weilesley  immediately  attacked  with  his  lU* 
tie  force  consisting  only  of  the  19th  and  25th  dragoons, 
and  1st  and  2d  regiments  of  native  cavalry. 

Dhoondiah  vras  strongly  posted,  wiiJi  his  rear  and 
left  flank,  covered  by  the  village  and  rock  of  Conah- 
gull,  and  he  stocMl  the  attack  for  some  time  with  apr 
parent  firmness ;  bat  such  was  thfe .  rapidity  and  de^ 
termination  of  the  charge,  n»ade  by  the  four  regi- 
ments, which  their  gallant  and  judieious  Commander 
was  obliged  to  form  into  one  line,  in  order  to  bear  socne 
proportion  in  fength  to  that  which  they  had  to  attack, 
that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  Line  gave  way,  and  were 
pursued  for  many  miles  wilJi  great  slaughter. 

In  the  retreat  many,  among  whom  was  Dfaobodiah 
hinaself,  £^11 ;  and  the  whole  of  the  remaind^H'  wer^ 
dispersed,  and  scattered  in  small  |>arties  over  the  face 
of  Uie  country.  Part  of  the  enemy's  baggage  was  still 
remaining  in'  his  camp,  about  three  miles  from  Co** 
nahgnli.  The  Colonel  returned  thither,  and  got  pos- 
session of  all  the  elephants,  camels,  aad  every  thing 
they  had. 

This  complete  d»fi$lt  and  dispersion  of  tbe  rebels^ 
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and,  above  ail,  the  death  of  Dhoondiab,  put  a  complete 
end  to  the  warfare,  and  freed  the  goverriment  from 
all  fears  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  country  ;  and  the 
vhole  business  was  most  bandsomely  completed  by 
Colonel  Stevenson,  who  at  Deodroog,  on  the  very 
day  of  the  action,  came  up  with,  and  took,  the  only 
two  remaining  guns  the* enemy  possessed,  together 
with  a  quantity  6f  baggage,  all  the  remainiug  camels^ 
bollocks,  &c.  throwing  the  whole  body  info  con* 
fesion,  taking  many  prisoners,  and  dispersing  the 
rest. 

In  all  the  details  of  the  action  Colonel  Wellesley, 
modestly    evading  all  praise   to  himself,    gave  ihe 

! Greatest  credit  to  ihe  officers  and  men,  and  particular- 
y  to  Colonel  Stevenson,  to  the  movements  of  whose 
detachment  he  considered  himself  as  indebted  for  the 
opportunity  of  destroying  one  who  might  have  be- 
come a  formidable  opponent  of  the  British' govern- 
ment. 

In  the  puMic  orders  subsequent  to  this  etent,  the 
Governor -General  in  Council  took  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  to  Colonel  Wellesley  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained of  the  judicious  arrangements  made  by  him 
for  the  supply  of  bis  army,  of  the  indefatigable  acti- 
vity displayed  in  its  operations,  and  of  the  distin* 
gaished  ability  manifested  in  those  masterly  disposi- 
tions, which  had  so  fortunately  terminated  in  the  dis- 
comfiture and  utter  defeat  of  the  enemv.  These  or- 
ders  also  noticed  the  patience  with  which  the  officers 
and  troops  had  endured  -a  series  of  fatiguing  service, 
the  spirit  and  zeal  which  had  distinguished  all,  and 
also  the  matchless  bravery  with  which  their  small 
force  had  acted  against  an  enemy  so  much  superior  in 
oumber. 
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Colonel  We llesley  destined  for  new  services,  but  resumes  his  comniand 
in  the  Mysore—  Preliminary  observations — Gradations  of  military  rank 
'  —  Rise  of  the  Mahratta  State— Anecdotes  of  Scindiah  —Scindiab's  poli- 
tics— Attacks  on  the  powei*  of  the  Peishwah<:--Liberal  policy  ot  the 
Marquis  of  Wellesley— Subsidiary  Treaties  with  the  country  powers 
-^-Balance  of  power  io  Hindustan— French  intrigues— Anecdotes  of 
Monsieur  Perron— French  cruelt}'  towards  the  Great  Mosnil— Anec- 
dotes of  Holkar— Preparations  for  war — Army  assembled  under 
Lieutenant-Geiieriil  Stewart— Lord  Clive  gives  the  command  of  a 
detached  force  to  Maior-General  Wellesley — March  of  General  Wel- 
lesley*s  force  towards  Poonah — Arrival  at  PoomUi— Grateful  re* 
ception  by  the  natives — Reinstatement  of  the  Peishwah— PoUtical 
and  Diplomatic  power  cranted  to  General  Wellesley— Force  of 
Scindiah  and  the  confeoerates— Evasive  conduct  of  the  Mahratta 
chiefs— •March  towards  Ahundnegou — Attack  of  that  fortress— Stonn- 
ineof  the  Pettali— Surrender  of  tne  Fort— Anecdotes  of  the  attack 
—-March  of  the  army  in  pursuit  of  the  confederates — Capture  of 
Jalnapoor-— Complimentary  general  orders  to  Major-General  Welles- 
ley  and  his  little  army— Mnitarv  operations  ancf  advance  to  MauU 
niah—  March .  towards  Assye— J?a/ne  of  ^««ye— Military  anecdotes 
of  the  Battle — Total  defeat  of  the  enemy — Insidious  proposals  of 
the  enemy— Notes  of  the  army  under  General  Lake— Battle  of  Ally* 

S'lur-^Capture  of  that,  fortress— Battle  of  Laswarrah— Restoration  of 
„  e  Great  Mocul— Anecdotes  of  General  Lake — Observations  political 
and  military— Military  monument  at  Calcutta — Further  operations- 
Capture  of  Asseir  Ghur— Grallant  battle  of  ^rgaum— Siege  and  storm 
of  Gawil^hur— Military  delineations — General  Wellesley  copcludes  * 
treaties  with  the  confederate  Rajahs — ^General  view  of  the  successes  oif 
the  war—  Military  and  civil  compliments  to  Major-General  Wellesley 
—  War  with  Holkar— Capture  of  Chandore — Gratitude  qi  the  natives 
to  the  Major-General— Elected  Knight  of  the  Bath— Return  to  Eng- 
land—ice. &c.  &c. 


XrANQUILLIT  Y  being  restored  in  India,  by  the 
transactions  with  Dhoondia,  and  his  final  oirerthrow» 
the  great  and  comprehensive  mind  of  the  Governor-r 
General  meditated  an  expeditioa  to  Batavia,  to  be 
commanded  by  General  Baird.  In  the  event  of  the 
success  of  this  enterprize,  a  part  of  the  force  was  to 
have  be^D  detached  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
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Mauritius  ahd  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  Colonel  Wellesley 
was  destined  to  this  important  duty.  Accordingly  in 
the  month  of  December,  1800/  be  was  recalled  from 
his  command  in  the  Mysore^  and  quitted  his  govern- 
ment of  ^ringapatam,  followed  by  the  good  wishei» 
and  prayers  of  the  native  inhabitants,  and  the  sin^ 
cereM  testimonies  of  friendship  and  respect  from  the 
troops  under  his  command;  and  was' sucoeeded  by 
Colonel  Stevenson. 

From  some  strange  misconception  of  the  poweM 
of  the  (Grovemor-CretKaral,  the  necessary  eo-operation 
of  Admiral  Ranter,  th^  commanding  in  the  Indian 
seas,  could  not  be  obtained  for  this*  great  and  desir- 
able object}  and  it  accordingly  feU  to  the  ground 
eertainly  very  mueb  to  live  detriment  and  injury  eC 
the  British  interest/in  India:  but  part  of  the  troops,,, 
to  the  amount  of  dtXX)  men^  proceeded  to  Egypt 
under  ^G^neral  Baird,  to  act  with  the  aroiy  there.; 

This  circumstance  enabled  the  Crovenior-GenerAl 
to  vrail  hiflhself  MMmone^of  (l>e  servioee  ^of  Coll^nel 
Wellesley  in  the  Mysore;  and  \ie  was  accovdingfy 
demanded  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  coun- 
try, and' to  his  government  of  Seringapatam;,.lo 
which  capital  be  returned  in  May,  1801,  according  to 
the  fpU^wing  extract  from  General  Orders  at  Ma-f 
dtas: 

*  '*  Fort  St.  George, 28thof  April,  1801. 
**  Circumstances  having  occurred  to  enable  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Governor  in  council  to  afvail 
himself  again  of  the  services  of  the  Honourable  Co- 
lonel Wellesley :  his  Lordship  in  Council  is  pleased 
to  direct  that  Colonel  Wellesley  shall  return  to  Se- 
ringapatam,  and  resume  the  command  .of  the  forces 
in  the  Mysore,"  &e. 

It  appears  that  it  had  been  intended  that  Colonel 
Wellesley  should  have  bad  a  comms^nd  in  tjhe  expe- 
dition to  Egypt  i  and  he  wag  actually  gazetted  as 
6.  o  jBri^dier- 
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Brigadier-General  in  that  country,  on  the  35th  of 
July,  1801}  but  circumstances  unnecessary  to  be 
mentioned  here,  had  changed  his  desttnatioii.^ 

In  every  situation  in  which  tve  have  hitherto  seen 
Colonel  Wellesley  engaged,  we  have  always  seea 
liim  equal  to  its  duties ;  but  a  new  scene  was  now 
opening,  in  which  he  bad  to  attempt  the  two  arduous 
characters  of  Diplomatist,  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
having  attained  the  rank  of  Major-General  on  the  29th 
of  April,  1802.t 

To  render  the  subsequent  transaction  intelligible, 
it  is  necessary  to  take  a  slight  view  of  Ihe  n^  of  the 
Mahratta  power,  which  has  qow,  for  so  many  years^ 
formed  a  strong  and  troublesome  source  of  oppositioa 
to  the  general  tranquillity  of  India,  leducing  some  of 
jts  6nest  provinces  to  a  state  of  distress  arising  from  fah 
mine  and  all  its  concomitant  evils ;  evils,  which  can 
only  be  fully  appreciated  by  thoi^e  who  have  witnessed 
'their  effects* 

:.  It  has,  indeed,  been  the  fashion  of  late  to  represent 
/England  as  the  oppressor  of  India;  but  when  we 

reflect 
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.*  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  a  letter  from  Lord  Elgin  ail'riTed  in  this 
ceoBtry  dated  the  5th  of  Jun6  1801,  in  which  he  saj^s  that  Lord  Keith 
had  received  a  dispatch  from  Admiral  Blanket  of  the  6th  of  May  in 
that  year,  stating  tbe  arrival  -of  General  Baird  and  Colons)  Wellesley 
with  the  Indian  army. 

t  iThe  military  career  of  the  Marqub  of  Wellington,  up  io  his  rank 
ats  Major-General,  is  as  fdllows : 
. .  Ensign  in  the  4  ist  regiment,  S5th  December,  17$T« 

Lieutenant    ;    •     •     •    •    l?3d  January,  1788. 

Lieutenant    .     .    12th  light  dragoons,  25th  June,  1789. 

Captain    •    58th  (or  Rutlandshire  regiment)  30th  June,  1791. 

Captain    «    .     18th  light  dragoons,  31st  October,  Jl7d9« 
.  Major    •     •     .  d3d  regiment,  50th  April,  1703. 

Jieutenant-Colpnel  in  th«  33d  (or  West  Riding)  regimeo^  $OQx  Sej^ 
Umber,  lti95. 

Colonel  in  the  army  3d  May,  1790. 

Brigactier-Generai  in  Egypt,  nth^July,  180U 

Major-Gencral^  S9\tk  April,  1802. 
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refleet  that  the  various  provinces  now  under  the  Bri- 
tish Ang  are  smiling  on  all  hands  with  industry  and 
plenty,  whilst  the  independent  ones^  as  they  are  called^ 
are  torn  by  intestine  divisions,  and  by  the  clainis  of 
contending  chieftains,  it  is  not  perhaps  going  too  far 
tosay,  that  as  conquerors,  we  have  been  the  saviours 
of  India :  for  it  niuist  be  recollected  that  although  we 
have  dethroned  Nahobsr  yet  these  were  usurpers, 
ivhilst  it  has,  at  the  same  time,  been  as  much  our  po- 
licy ias  our  duty  to  replace  the  true  and  lawful  sove- 
reigns upon  the  native  thrones.  In  furtherance  of 
which  policy  the  names  of  the  Great  Mogul  himself, 
of  the  Kajah  of  Mysore^  the  Peishwah,  and  Coorga 
Rajah,  and  many  others,  will  always  be  noticeable  in 
history* 

The  predatory  statejs,  composing  the  Hdahratta 
power*  have  never  been,  united  under  any  regular 
form  of  confederatipn,  or  by  any  system  ofconsti^. 
tutional  laws,  or  of.  established  treaties,  which  can 
be  compared  to  any  imperial  constitution,  or  general 
confederation,  existing  in  Europe.  Still  however,  a 
certain  degree  of  union  has  taken  place  from  the  pe* 
riod  of  their  first  success,  and  throughout  the  whole 
decline  of  the  empire  of  the  Mogul,  producing  a 
vague  and  indefinite  sentiment  of  common  interest^ 
founded  principally  upon  their  pommon  origip»  and 
their  religious  and  civil  customs.  Ever  liince  the  de* 
stroction  of  the  Mogul  power,  the  $ame  species  of 
indjeiinite,  yet  acknowledged  confederacy  has  conti- 
nued;  {tnd  by  its  influence  and  co-operation,  has 
enabled  many  of  the  adventurous  chiefs  to  establish 
states  possessed  of  much  political  power^  and  support- 
^  by  a  poqsiderable  share  of  military  resource^ 

This  cofifeder^ted  power  has  always  been  under 
the  guidance  of  a  supreme  chief,  called  the  Peishwah, 
ever  since  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  centuTyt 
when  first  e^^abUshed  by  4$'ei;a;^^,  great  grandsoii  of 
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Bhangha  Bhooshiah,  who  was  (by  an  obscure  woman 
of  a  tribe  called  Bhobslah)  an  illegitimate  son  of  Ra- 
na  Bbeem,  Prince  of  the  Rajpoot  state  of  Ondipoor, 
and  descended  from  the  Rajahs  of  Cbittor e,  the  most 
ancient  of  the  Hindoo  princes. 

It  is  not  our  object,  nor  within  our  limits,  to  fol- 
low up  the  various  revolutions  of  this  state ;  it  is  suffix 
dent  to  notice,  that,  in  consequence  of  different  usur- 
pations, the  descendant  of  .the  first  founder,  now  Ra- 
jah of  Sattarah,  though  treated  with  great  distinc- 
tion arid  respect,  has  lost  all  but  the  shadow  of  poli- 
tical power,  being  nearly  a  nominal  sovereign,  and 
nearly  a  prisoner  of  state,  confined,  indeed,  within  his 
awn  fortress  upon  a  stated  allowance^  wiiilstthe  Peish- 
wah,  the  present  administrator  of  government^  has 
the  civil  executive  authority  of  the  state,  an  office 
which  is  always  filled  up  by  the  choice  of  the  more 
powerful  chiefs. 

At  this  period,  Dowlut  Rao  Bcindiah.'*  a  powerful 
chieftain,  had  impaired  the  authority  of  thePeishwah 
to  such  an  extent,  as  to  have  completely  frustrated 
every  benefit  which  Lord  Comwallis  intended  to  se- 
cure to  the  British  interests  by  the  alliance  with  that 

supreaie 

'  *  Scindiah  was  originally  a  Rajpoot,  born  in  the  village  of  Chemar- 
conda;  near  Poonafa.  His  father  subsisted  for  some  time  by  the  culti* 
yatioa  of  some  lands;  but  being  dissatisfied  vrith  the  profession  of  a 
husbandman/  went  and  entered  into  the  cavalry  of  Bajee  Rao^  then  a 
inere  trooper, \ hiring  himself  and  men  to  those  who  would  pay  him 
best.  Bajee  finding  him  wise,  intelligent,  and  discreet,  took^iim  from 
his  komble  station  c  and  his  ingenuity  and  sagac.ity  soon  obtained  him 
the  command  of  a  small  troop»  from  which  h6ros«  to'consequence. 
When  the  Mogul  empire  was  torn  by  intestine  commotions  Bajee  Rao 
was  detabhed  with  a  large  army  into  the  various  districts  of  Maivirah, 
&c,  to  dispossess  the  emperor's  officprs,  and  to  usurp  the  government, 
>vbich  he  faithfully  executed^  making  the  servants  of  the  emperor 
tributary  ;  and  arranging  the  whole  *  administration  for  bis  employer, 
the  iRaj^  Saho.  On  this  occasion  Ranojee  (Scindiah's  father)  haying 
performed  severjfl  very  gallant  exploits,  he  was  exalted  ta  a  high  com* 

mand. 
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supreme  oificei: ;  for  he  absolutely  usurped  the  go«*. 
verament  of  Poonah,  and  had  established  hiauself  in 
die  vicinity  of  that  city  ivith  a  powerful  anpy^  the 
regular  infantry  and  artillery  of  which  had  been  dis« 
ciplined,  and  were  then  principally  commanded  by 
French  officers. 

The  influence  of   Scindiah  bad  been  felt  by:  the 
Marquis  of  Wellesley,    even  as  far  back  as  ITOS, 
.  when,  he  wished  to  prevail  on  tl)e  Mahratta  powers  to 
falfil  the  conditions  of  the  subsisting  alliance  agninst 
Mysore,  in  spite  of  the  then  otherwise  friendly,  inten-* 
tioQsof  the  Feishwah  himself,  and  several  of  tne  other 
chiefs.    In  fact,  tl^  hostile  chiefs  had  actually  main- 
tained  a   secret  and  trecherous  correspondence  with 
Tippoo  until  his  fiill ;  and  even  after* that  period  by 
means  of  emissaries  (under  the  direction  and  con* 
troul  of   Scindiah,   who  was  then  absolutely   para« 
mount  in  the  durbar  at  Popnah,)  had  attempted  to 
excite  the  dethrpned  family,   and  the  remaining  pen- 
sioned officers  of  the  late  Sultaun,  to  commence  hos- 
tilities, againt  the  English,  and  foment  a  rebellion  in 
the  Mysore.      Still  the  Governor-General,  by  a  safe 
and  liberal  policy,  (and  who  had  already  offered  a 
part  of  Tippoo's  states  to  the  Mahr^ttas,  though  the. 
offer  was  refused  through  Scindiah's  influence,)  at- 
tempted by  propositions  of  the  most  amicable  nature^ 
both  to  Scindiaji  and  the  Peishwah,  to  ward  off  the 
expected  hostilities  on  the   part  of    the    Mahratt^ 
powers  ;   b^t  these  offers   were  again   aU  rejected, 
through  the  policy  of  Scindiah,  who  depending  uppti 
his  military  power,  and  on  the  French  assistance,  seized 
the  government  of  Poonah  the  capital  of  the  Mah- 
iratta  empire,  and  absolutely  prohibited  the  Peishwah 

frot|f 


inand,  and  rewarded  with  large  grants  of  land.  Dying  soon  after,  h^ 
^ft  two  legitimate  sons,  and  two  illegitimate,  the -youngest  of  whom 
Vfdi  Mha  Rajah  Scindiah^  who,  on  the  death  of  his  three  brothers  dur- 
ing various  disturbances,  inherited  the  paternal  t'States,  and  aiiiled  at 
•ovcreignty  in  the  dominion  Of  the  Mogul,  his  master. 
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from  cementing  bis  ties  of  alliance  with  the  company  ; 
and  even  compelled  him  to  viofate  his  p-ood  faith  with 
Britain^  at  the  expense  of  his  reputation,  and  to  the 
certain  subversion  of  his  own  power  as  a  sovereign 
prince. 

At  this  period  the  destraction  of  the  hostile  force 
<yf  Blysore^  accompanied  by  the  consolidation  of  our 
alliances  with  the  Nizam,  had  left  us  without  a  single 
vival  in  India,  the  l^flahratta  power  excited ;  nor 
could  even  they  become  formidable  under  any  circum- 
stances, except  their  union  under  an  enterprising 
chief.  Such  a  crisis,  however,  had  now  approached  ; 
and  it  was  obviously  required,  by  common  pradence, 
to  check  its  influence  and  consequent  baneful  effects 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Governor-General,  therefore,  having  in  1800 
ibrmed  a  subsidiary  treaty  with  the  Nizam,  at  the 
court  of  Hyderabad,  it  was  attempted  to  extend  it 
to  the  Mahratta  chiefs ;  and,  in  1802,  was  actually  pot 
in  force  with  the  Gwickwar  ;  its  operation  attaching 
that  state  to  the  British  interest,  and  securing  to  the 
company  a  valuable  and  important  territorial  estab- 
lishment in  the  populous  and  maratime  province  of 
Guzaret. 

ICven  this  partial  arrangement  appeared  to  afford 
$ome  security  for  preserving  a  doe  balance  between 
the  several  states,  forming  the  Mahratta  confederacy^ 
aind  also  to  tend  in  some  measure  to  the  prevention  of 
any  dangerous  union  among  them  ;  but  the  then  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  Mahratta  empire  bad  offered  a 
strqng  temptation  to  France,  to  attempt  the  favourite 
object  of  establishing  a  dominion  within  the  Indian 
peninsula  ;  and  a  considerable  force  for  that  purpose 
bad  been  introduced  under  the  command  of  Monsieur 
perron,*  ^'bo  at  that  period  possessed  the  sovereign 
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^Thi»  gentleman  came  to  India  a9  a  midshipman  during  the  pe* 
fioi  Qf  the  4meric9a  nk'^fi  «^nd  $erye4  tiief^  unde^  Suifrein.     Having 
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command  of  some  extensive  countries,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Indns,  with  a  revenue  of  near  two  mil- 
lions sterlinsfi.  ^  At  this.period,  indeed,  tberef  were  sttlL 
a  few  British  officers  in  the  service  of  Scindiah  ;  bufe 
it  was  well  known  that  Perron  onlj  waited  the  arri-^ 
val  of  some  more  of  his  countrymen, .  in  order  to  dis- 
miss the  whole  of  them.  In  fact,  Perrdn  at  that  mo« 
meat  hdd  both  the  person  and  nominal  authority  of 
the  unfortunate  Shah  Aullum,  the  deposed  Moghui 
emperor,  in  the  most  abject  and  degraded  subjection/ 
for  the  office  of  Vakeel,  or  Viceroy,  being  held  by  the 
Peishwa,  Scindiah  as  his  deputy  nominally,  and  real 
master,  administered  the  affairs  of  the  Moghul  em- 
pire, whilst  the  fiction  was  carried  to  such  a  length 
that  Perron  called,  his  army  the  '^  Imperial  army,^* 
and  himself  a  servant  and  subject  of  the  Grieat 
Moghul,      . 


By 


travelled  into  the  upper  provincesy  he  enterred  Into  tfie  service  of  the 
Raoaof  Crohtid,  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Sangster.  While  in  thit 
service,  on  a  very  small  salary,  he  married  Mademoiselle  Deridan,  sis. 
terof  an  officer,  whose  family  resided  atPondicherry.  After  the  de- 
tlroction  of  theGohud  Bana,  he  entered  into  the  service  of  Scindiah^ 
as  a  quarteromaster  serjeant,  on  the  pay  of  sixty  rupees  a  months  and 
in  a  corps  commanded  by  M;  Lostoneaux.  When  Gholah  Cadjr  was 
taken  in  attempting  to  escape  from  Mearut,  where  he  was  besieged 
during  some  of  the  intestine  disturbances,  Lpstoneaux  is  supposed  to 
have  got  possession  of  the  saddle,  in  which  that  Eohilla  ckief  had  con- 
cealed  all  the  valuable  jewels  which  he  had  plundered  from  the  palace 
at  Delhi.  With  this  booty  he  made  his  escape  to  Europe ;  and  having^ 
also  carried  otf  the  money  assigned  him  for  the  payment  of  his  corp?, 
M.  Pillet,  whom  he  had  left  in  charge  of  them,  being  unable  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  soldiery,  had  nearly  lost  his  life. 

After  the  escape  of  Lostoneaux,  Perron  received  the  command  of  a 
battalion  from  Rana  Khan,  Scindiah's  general  ;  but  being  reduced  or^ 
the  return  of  the  army  into  cantonments,  he  was  left  without  employ 
until  the  arrival  of  General  de  Boigne,  who,  forming  a  brigade  inSci- 
diah's  service,  gave  Perron  the  command  of  the  Burhampoor  battalioo. 
Shortly  aft^r  this  he  lost  a  hand  by  the  bursting  of  a  hand  grenade 
whilst  trying  some  experiments  ;  but  his  skill  was  such  that  he  suc- 
ceeded General  de  Boigne  In  the  comniand  of  his  brigade,  and  sig- 
naKzed  himself  much  in  the  various  operations  of  Scin<Jia?i'»  army  prc- 
tious  to  the  coipmencemeut  of  hostilities  witii.  Grout  Britain. 


H2  JUPE  OF  THE  MOST  KOBLE 

B"**— I— -^— • " — " — "■ -.— ^.-^^    .  -  -  -      ^— ^^^ ^_^^.^^  ,  ■  ■    .  ^ ^^       ^ 

Anecdotes  of  Holkar. '  ^ 

By  all  these  means/  it  is  well  known  that  the 
French  government  intended  to  make  the  unfortunate 
emperor  the  principal  instrument  of  their  plana 
against  British  India,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
authority  of  his  name  to  re*establish  their  infiueuce 
and  power. 

All  the  attempts  oii  the  part  of  the  6overnor*6ene« 
ral,  to  re-establish  the  independence  of  the  Peishwah, 
were  now  found  impracticable;  yet  notwithstanding 
this,  even  as  far  down  as  1802,  the  Marquis  deter« 
mined  to  renew  his  negociations  for  the  conclusion 
of  an  improved  system  of  alliance  with  the  court  of 
Foonahy  as  the  mcreased  distractions  of  that  state 
seemed  favourable  to  British  interests,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  recent  successes  of  Holkar  against 
Scindiah. 

Holkar^  however,  was  a  mere  adventurer^  an  ille- 
gitimate son  of  a  late  chief ;  and  the  only  boon  which 
could  be  held  out  to  him  was  that  of  a  secure  and  per- 
manent establishment  under  British  protection,  in- 
stead of  his  risking  his  all  for  the  mere  chance  of  ac- 
quiring power  and  plunder  at  Poonah.^ 

Bat 


*  Holkar  vas  the  son  of  a  native  of  the  Dekan,  a  man  so  poor  that 
it  was  with  the  greatest  labour  and  difiiculty  he  was  able  to  maintain  his 
family.  Milhar  Hao  Holkar,  the  son,  becoming  an  orphan  at  six  years 
of  Sge,  went  to  his  uncle,  who,  with  six  looty  or  irregular  horsemen, 
was  in  the  service  of  Rajah  Sehuba,  of  the  Saho  family.  On  entering 
his  ninth  year,  his  uncle,  who  had  a  large  flock  of  sheep  and  goats, 
consigned  them  to  him  for  pasturage  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  early/ 
every  morning,  he  took  them  out  to  graze,  returning  again'  with  them 
In  the  evening.  One  day,  whilst  carrying  him  his  victuals,  the  uncle 
perceived  his  nephew  asleep,  'whilst  a  large  blacl^  snake  had  exhaited 
•and  spread  his  head  over  him  like  an  umbrella  to  shade  him  from  the 
rays  of  the  son.  The  snake  retired  to  its  hole  on  the  uncle's  approach 
who  was  in  the  utmost  astonishment,  but  from  thenceforward  £rmly 
believed,  that  his  nephew  would  become  a  very  great  man* 

In  consequence  of  this  he  awoke  him,  carried  him  home,  dispensed 
with  his  further  attendance  on  the  sheep  ;  and  taking  from  hina  a  writ* 
ten  promise  that  he  would  befriend  him  whenever  he  rose  to  emlDCOoe, 
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Military  force  atseiubied. 


But  Scindiah  still  maintained  his  power  over  the 
Peishwahy  and  his  troops  were  actually  engaged  with 
those  of  that  chief,  in  opposition  to  Holkar  on  th^ 
25th  of  October  1802,  when  Holkar  \yas  victorious. 

In  consequence  of  this  defeat,  the  Peishwah  was 
anxious  to  avail  himself  of  British  protection,  and 
spoil  after  6ed  from  his  dominions,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  government  of  Bombay,  being  conveyed  in  aft 
English  ship  from  one  of  his  own  ports  to  the  strong 
fortress  of  Severn  Droog  on  the  coast  of  Malabar. 

It  was  now  determined  to  resort  to  warlike  .mea- 
sures, to  restrain  the  power  of  the  hostile  chiefs,  to 
re-establish  the  Peishwah,  and  to  restore  order  and 
iranquillity  throughout  the  north  of  India;  measures 
as  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  the  drliitressed  na- 
tives, as  for  the  welfore of  British  interests;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, a  considerable  force  was  collected  from  the 
different  presidencies,  and  assembled  at  Hurryhur^ 
on  the  north-west  frontier  of  the  Mysore,  under  the 
command  qf  Lieutenant-'General  Stewart,  amounting 
to  3581  European  and  native  cavalry,  300  artillery, 
2845  European  infantry,  including  the  33rd,  and  1212 
Dative  infantry,  together  with  40  field -pieces,  besides 
smaller  guns  and  a  battering  train. 

On  the  27th  February  1803,  Lientenant-Genefal 
Stewart  was  ordered  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures 
for  the  march  of  the  British  troops,  into  the  Mahratta 
territory,  and  to  detaph  such  a  /  force  as  he  thought 
sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

6.  p  Th# 

he  procured  his  admission  into  the  service  of  the  Sehuba  Rajah,  as  a 
kind  of  porter ! 

The  young  Holkar,  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  rendered  himself 
capable  and  useful ;  and  was  among  others,  allowed  to  approach  his 
master ;  after  which  he  obtained  a  command ;  and,  as  the  oriental  bis* 
torians  say,  being  born  under  a  fortunate  plancft«  rose  to  dignity  and 
powen 

His  wife,  Thelia  Bai,  among  other  sons,  brought  him  one  of  such  a 
Ticipus  disposition,  and  such  a  great  debauchee,  that  she  had  him  tram* 
pled  to  death  by  an  elephant,  and  bis  only  daughter  burnt  herself  at 
Ihf  tomb  of  her  husband. 
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Advance  oi  the  army. 


The  high  opinion  formed  of  Major-General  Wel- 
lesley  by  his  brother  now  displayed  itself;  for  we  are 
told  in  the  memoir  drawn  by   the  Marqain  himself, 
that  the  command  of  this  advanced  detachment  ne- 
cessarily rec|uired  the  united  exertion  of  considerable 
military  talent,  and  of  great  political  experience  and 
discretion.   Indeed  this  high  opinion  was  not  confined 
to  the  Marquis;  for  Lord  Clive  also,  (then  Governor 
of  the  Madras  Presidency,  and  within  those  limits  of 
government  the  army  was  formed,)  was  convinced 
that  the  trust  could  not  be  confided,  with  equal  pros- 
pects of  advantage,  to  any  other  person  than  the  sub- 
ject of  our  biography,  whose  extensive  local  know- 
ledge, and  personal  influence  among  the  Mahratta 
chieftains,  (acquired  by  his  conduct  in  the  command 
of  the  Mysore,  and  by  his  subsequent  victories  over 
Dhoondia,  and  the  other  refractory  chiefs,)  appeared 
best  calculated  to  ensure  success  to  the  future  impor* 
tant  operations. 

Lord  Clive,  therefore,  gave  instructions  to  Lieateii- 
ant-General  Stewart  to  that  purpose;  and  the  General 
having  directed  a  detachment  from  the  main  army  to 
be  a^sehibled  ready  for  action,  consisting  of  one  regi- 
ment of  European,  and  three  regiments^of  native  ca- 
valry, two  regiments  of  European  and  six  battalions 
of  native  infantry,  with  a  due  proportion  of  artillery, 
amounting  all  together  to  about  9707  men^  together 
with  2500  of  the  Rajah  of  Mysore's  cavalry,  the  com- 
nand  was  given  to  the  Hon.  Major-General  Welles- 
ley,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  into  the  Mahratta 
territory. 

The  Major-General  advanced  from  Hurryhur  on 
the  3rd  of  March  1803,  and  arrived  at  the  Tumbudra 
rivier  on  the  Tith,  which  he  then  crossed,  his  march 
through  the  whole  of  the  Mahratta  territory  being 
most  successful :  for  the  British  troops  were  every 
where  received  as  friends,  and  almost  all  the  chiefnin 
the  vicinity  of  the  route  oi^  the  detachment,,  joined 
6  with 
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Retreat  of  Hulkar. 


with  their  forces,  and  accompanied  the  British  army 
to  Poonah. 

This  lonjj  march  at  a  season  of  the  year  very  unfa- 
Tourable»  and  performed  without  loss  or  distress),  must 
be  considered  as  highly  honourable  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  though  certainly  much  aided  by  the  amia- 
ble conduct  of  the  Jaghedars  and  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  must  however  be  considered  as  principally  at- 
tributable to  the  fame  which  the  British  arn»y  had 
acquired  in  the  campaign  under  his  command  against 
Dhoondiah  Waugh.  The  principal  causes  of  suc- 
cess, indeed/  were  the  ability,  temper,  activity,  and 
skill,  of  the  general,  which  were  most  eminently  dis- 
played in  directing  the  system  of  the  supply  and  move- 
ments in  the  troops,  in  his  prevention  of  plunder  and 
of  all  excesses,  and  in  his  conciliating  the  inhabitants 
of  the  various  districts  through  which  his  route  was 
pursued. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  Holkar,  now  the  principsti 
chief  of  the  rebellious  party,  had  reached  Chandore 
(aboot  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  N.  N.  E.  from 
roonah)  w^hilst  Amrat  Rao  alone  remained  in  that 
city  with  a  force  of  aboiit  1500' men.  At  the  same 
time,  a  sulwidiary  force  under  Colonel  Stevenson, 
sent  by  the  Nizam,  had  arrived  at  Akloos,  a  town 
only  eight  miles  from  the  Neera  river,  and  but  a 
ikhort  distance  from  the  army  of  General  Wellesley, 
who  immediately  reinforced  the  Colonel  with  the 
Scotch  Brigade. 

'  At  Holkar's  position  was  now  taken  up  during  the 
retreat  frotti  Poonah,  it  appeared  unnecessary  to  the 
general  to  advance  all  his  troops  to  that  city  ;  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  the  restoration  of  the  Peishwah ; 
and  as  the  country  was  already  much  exhausted,  and 
there  prevailed  a  great  deficiency  of  forage,  he  de- 
termined to  dispose  of  a  great  portion  of  his  army 
in  such  cantqtiments,  that  the  whole  might  procure 
forage  and  subsistence,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
ready  t6  form  a  junctifon  with  facility,  whenever  that 
>  p2  '  might 
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Rapid  march  lo  Poonah. 


might  be  necessary.  Iii  pursuance  of  this  plan,  h« 
directed  Colonel  Stevenson  to  break  up  from  his  post- 
tioUi  and  proceed  to  Gardoon,  where  the  Nizam^s 
troops  were  to  be  quartered,  and  then  to  place  him- 
self with  the  British  subsidiary  troops  in  a  position 
towards  Poonah,  and  on  the  Beemah  river,  near  its 
junction  with  the  Mota  mola. 

Previous  to  this,  the  Major  General  bad,  received 
information  from  Colonel  Close,  the  British  resident 
at  Poonah,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Amrut  Rao  to 
plunder  and  burn  that  city  as  soon  as  the  British  troops 
should  appear;  and  the  Peish wahalso,  then  at  Basseen, 
sent  an  urgent  request  that  he  would  dispatch  part  of 
the  Peishwah*s  army  towards  that  place  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  some  part  of  bis  Highness's 
family  still  resident  there« 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  had  completed  his  ar* 
rangements,  he  continued  his  march  to  Poonah,  by 
the  road  of  Baramooty,  determined,  as  soon  as  his 
army  should  arrive  within  the  distance  of  a  forced 
march,  to  advance  himself  with  the  British  cavalry 
and  the  Mahratta  troops  belonging  to  the  Peishwah, 
well  knowing  that  the  latter  were  not  of  themselves 
sufficient  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  Amrut  Rap. 

Having  soon  after  received  intelligence  that  on  the 
18tb  of  April,  Amrut  Rao  was  still  in  the  vicinity 
of  Poonah,  and  that  be  had  removed  the  Peishwah's 
family  to  the  fortress  of  Saoghur,  a  measure  generally 
considered  as  preparatory  to  the  destruction  of  the 
city,  he  marched  on  the  19th  of  April  at  night  over  a 
most  rugged  country,  and  through  a  very  di6Scult 
pass,  called  the  Little  Bhoorghaqt,  about  forty  miles 
from  Poonah,  and  arrived  there  on  the  20th,  at  the 
head  of  bis  cavalryV  having  marched  a  total  distance 
pf  about  sixty  miles  in  thirty -two  hours. 

Alarmed  by  the  rapidity  of  the  march  of  the  British 
troops,  Amrut  Rao,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  their 
approach  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  retired  with 
pret^ipit^^tion,  not  b?tying  timp  to  put  bis  plaas  in  exe- 
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cution,  for  tbe  destruction  of  the  place ;  whilst  Major- 
General  Wellesley,  and  his  gallant  few,  were  weU 
coined  by  the  small  number  of  remaining  inhabitants 
as,  their  deliverers.  No  sooner  indeed  was  the  intelli- 
ffence  spread,  than  all  thoi^e  who  had  deserted  their 
habitations,  and  fled  to  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  during 
the  usurpation  of  Holkar,  afforded  a  convincing  proof 
of  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  the  British  name,, by 
returning  immediately  to  their  houses,  and  quietly  re- 
suming their  usual  avocations* 

On  this  occasion  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  justly 
observed,  that  it  was  a  circumstance  equally  honour* 
able  to  the  British  character,  and  propitious  to  the 
JSritish  interests  in  that  quarter  ot  Indis^,  that  the  finit 
effects  of  our  influence,  in  the  Mahratta  territories, 
should  have  been  displayed  in  reseuiog  the  capital  of 
that  empire  from  impending  ruin,  i^nd  its  inhabitants 
from  violence  and  rapine. 

.  ^Arrangements  having  now  been  made  at  Bombay 
for  sending  an  escort  of  about  2000  men  under  Co* 
lonel  Murray  to  protect  the  Peishwah,  in  his  journey 
towards  bis  capita],  his  Highness  passed  General 
Wellesley 's  camp  on  the  6th  of  May ;  and  on  the 
Idtb,  atteoded  by  his  brother  md  a  numerous  train 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  einpire,  he  proceeded 
to  the  city,  when  having .  entered  his  palace,  here* 
sumed  his  seat  upon  the  musnud,  or  throne,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies.  During  this  procession,  in  order 
to  heighten  the  effect,  a  salute  was  fired  by  the  Bri« 
tish  troops  which  was  answered  by  the  fortress  of 
Sadghur,  and  which  ceremony  was  followed  by  the 
same  from  the  surrounding  hill  forts,  &g. 

Scindiah  was  now  again  in  arms,  with  the  pro* 
fessed  intention  of  opposing  Holkar  ;  but  the  Gover* 
oor-General  was  doubtful  of  his  purposes,  having 
reason  to  believe  that  a  confederacy  actually  existed 
between  those  chiefs,  in  union  with  the  Rajah  of 
Berar.  The  circumstances  which  took  place  in  the 
ensuing  months  confirmed  this  opinion ;  and,  accords 

ingly 
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ingly,  in  this  very  delicate  crisis  of  affairs,  it  appeared 
absolutely  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Marquis,  16 
unite  the  controul  of  all  political  affairs  in  the  Dekan^ 
connected  with  the  negociations  then  pfoing  on,  and 
with  the   movement  of  the  army,  under  a  distinct 
local  authority,  subject  indeed  to  the  Governor-Ge- 
neral in  council,  hut  possessing  full  powers  te  conclude, 
upon  the  spot  whatever  arrangements  mig4it  become 
necessary,  either  for  the  final  settlement  of  peace,  or 
for  the  active  prosecution  of  the  war.     It  was  obvious 
then  that  these  powers  dught  to  be  held  by  the  com- 
mandyig  officer  of  the  troops ;  and  accordingly  the 
Marquis,  as  he  hiiDself  states,    determined   in   the 
2Sth  of  June,  to  vest  them  in  Major-General  Wei- 
lesley,  whose  already  established  influence  amongst 
the  Mahratta  chiefs,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  his 
sentiments  concerning  the  British    interests  in   the 
Mahratta  empire,    were  particularly  ealeulated  to 
Enable  that  officer  to  execute  the  arduous  trust  re- 
posed on  him,  with  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  public 
welfare. 

•The  Major- General  immediately  commenced  bis 
political  operations,  and  on  the  18th  of  July  address- 
ed ft'  letter  to  the  British  resident  directing  him  to 
^ate  to  both  Scindiah,  and  the  Berar  Rajah,  the 
anlsiety  with  which  the  British  government  desired 
the  preservation  of  peace  ;  and  also  to  observe  that 
liie  only  proof  which  could  be  accepted  of  the  sincerity 
of  their  amicable  professions  was  the  immediate  dis* 
banding  of  their  armies,  and  their  return  irom  the 
Nizam^s  frontier  to  their  own  capitals ;  and*  the  resi* 
dent  had  further  orders  to  say,  that  if  these  terms  were 
fiot  complied  with,  he  had  orders  to  quit  Scindiah's 
^Mp  without  delay. 

S^everal  evasive  attetuptir  were  made  by  the  two 
ohfeftains  to  avoid  an  immediate  settlement;  how* 
tftef  at  lengft  on  the  9M  of  July  they  sent  an  an* 
^ei^  proposing,  (either  with  barefaced  impudence, 
or  with '  a^  degree  of  ignorance  almost  inconceiv^ 

.able,) 
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ablet)  that  they  would  retire  from  the  position  which 
they  occupied,  but  that  at  the  same  time  General 
Wellesley  should  commence  his  march  also  to  the 
usual  stations  of  the  British  army ;  adding  that  on 
the  same  day  €M)  which  the  British  troops  should  reach 
the  stations  of  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Seringapatam, 
(4hoagh  the  relative  distances  differed  from  1049  ta 
320  miles,)  the  Mahratta  confederates  would  encamp 
the  united  armies  of  Scindiah  and  the  Berar  Rajah, 
at  Boorhanpore,  a  city  belonging  to  Scindiah,  and 
fifhf  miles  from  the  Nizam's  frontier. 

To  go  through  all  their  subsequent  evasions  is 
here  unnecessary ;  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  the 
whole  was  a  system  of  procrastination  for  their  own 
polioses;  and,  that  after  their  denial  of  our  just  re« 
quisition,  it  was  evident  that  the  defence  and  secu- 
rity of  our  own  rights,  and  those  of  our  allies,  could 
only  be  maintained  by  an  instant  recourse  to  arms, 
against  th«  united  forces  of  those  two  Rajahs.  The 
season  too  was  so  far  advanced  as  to  press  for  deci- 
sion, particularly  as  the  actual  prevalence  of  the 
rainy  Monsoon,  in  those  provinces  which  must  be- 
come the  theatre  of  war,  was  considered  as  more  fa- 
vourable to  our  operations  than  to  those  of  the  natives, 
who  are  unwilling  to  engage  in  hostilities  at  that 
period.* 

It 


*  By  the  most  accurate  accounts  received  on  the  subject  of  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  it  appears  that  towards  the  close  of  the  month  of 
July,  the  troops  opposed  to  Major-General  Wellesley,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Scindiah  and  of  the  Eajah  of  Berar,  in  the 
field,  amounted  to  about  38,500  cavalry,  10,500  regular  infantry, 
500  match-lock  men,  500  rocket  men,  and  100  pieces  of  ordnance. 
Two  brigades  under  Monsieur  Dudernaigue  and  Major  Brownrigg, 
amounting  to  twelve  battalions  with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  had 
been  ordered  to  Hindustan,  and  Major  Polman's  brigade  had  been 
directed  to  return  to  Boorhanpore,  leaving  with  Scindiah  only  eight 
battalioDs  consisting  of  about  4500  men  ;  the  Rajah  of  Berar's  infan« 
try  amounted  to  8000  men.  These  forces  were  posted  at  Julgong,  a 
place  it  the  foot  of  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut,  in  the  Dekao ;  and,  in  addition 

to 
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It  18  not  necessary  to  detail  the  various  co-opera- 
tions intended  by  the  troops  under  General  Lakei 
thongh  they  will  be  noticed  in  the  progress  of  the' 
narrative ;  it  is  therefore  b,  point  naost^onnected  with 
our  main  subject  to  state,  that  Major- General  Wei- 
lesley  having  received  information,  on  the  6th  of 
August,  of  the  failure  of  the  British  resident's  nego- 
ciation,  was  determined  to  commence  hostilities  with- 
oqt  delay,  but  was  prevented  from  nioving  by  a  very 
heavy  rain^  which  had  lasted  three  days,  and  ren- 
dered the  road  from  Walkee  to  Ahmednagbur  totally 
impassable.  On  the  7th  it  cleared  up  so  much  as  to 
permit  him  to  commence  his  march  the  next  day,  on 
which  morning  he  had  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the 
Kellahdar  of  Ahmednagbur,  requiring  him  to  surren- 
der his  fort. 

On  his  arrival  in  the  viciivity  of  the  Pettah^  (or 
town  protected  by  the  fortress,)  General  Wellesley 
oiFered  protection  to  the  inhabitants;  but  it  was  re- 
fused in  consequence  of  the  place  being,  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  body  6f  Arabs,  supported  by  a  battajion 
of  Scindiah's  native  infantry,  and  a  body  of  horse 

encamped 
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to  the  troops  already  stated,  Stindiah  bad  an  advanced  party  of  few 
thousand  horse  dispersed  through  the  Adjuotee  hiif.  The  force  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Monsieur  Perron,  Sciadiah's  General  in 
the  northern  provinces  of  Hindustan,  amounted  to  about  sixteen  or 
pyenteen  thousand  regular  and  disciplined  infantry,  and  a  well  pro- 
portioned and  numerous  train  of  artillery;  together  with  a  body  of 
irfegular  troops,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  horse.  The  head* 
'  quarters  of  Perron's  force  were  established  near  Coull,  in  a  comma^id- 
ing  situation  on  th^  frontier  of  the  British  possessions^  ^nd  on  the  most 
vulnerable  part  of  our  extensive  oriental  empire. 

The  local  situation  of  Scindiah's  territories,  and  the  nature  of  his 
military  force  in  Hindustan  also,  constituted  at  all  times  a  serious  dann 
ger  to  British  interest:  for  part  of  those  territories  were  situated  be« 
tween  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges,  thus  igterrupting  our  line  of  defence 
in  ^at  quarter,  whilst  some  of  his  principal  posts  were  introduced  into 
the  centre  of  our  domin'rous,  which  with  the  possession  of  Agra,  Delhi, 
and  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Jumna  enabled  him  to  command  nearly 
the  whole  line  of  our  north*western  frontier. 

Fide  frdlesley'i  History  qf  the  JTar. 
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encamped  in  an  open  space  between  the  fort  and  the 
Pettah.  He  intmecJiately  determined  to,  storm  the 
fetter  place,  and  accordingly^  attacked  it  with  the 
picquets  of  the  infaintry,  reinforced  by  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  71st  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Lieiitenant^CoIonel  Harness;  a  second  attack  took 
place  ander  the  command  'of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wallace,  with  the  74th  regiment,  and  the  1st  batta- 
lion of  the  8th  ;  whilst  Captain  Veseyi  with  the  flank 
companies  of  the  74th,  and  the  1st  battalion  of  the 
3rd,  formed  a  thirdpoiht  of  assault. 

The  wall  surroimdino  the  Pettah  was  found  to  be 
very  lofty,  and  defended  by  towers ;  but  then  it  had^ 
no  rampart,  so  that  when  the  troops  had  ascended  to' 
the  attack,  they  bad  no  ground  on  which  they  could 
stand;  and  the  Arabs,  who  occupied  the  towers,  de-* 
fended  their  posts  with  their  accustomed  obstinacy. 
They  were,  however,  ^at  length  obliged  to  quit  the 
wall ;  but  flying  to  the  bouses  they  continued  a  de- 
structive fire  upon  the  assailants,  who  were  also  at« 
tacked  by  Scindiah^s  regular  infantry  after  they  h^ 
entered  the  Pettah  ;  notwithstanding  this,  our  troops 
were  iii  a  short'ttmie  cottipletely  ittastei's  ,of  the  whole 
place,  though'Witiitlie'loss  of  some  brave  ofl5cers*'and 
men/  The  loss  6fthfeienemy  indeed  was  much  great- 
er, as  may  be  judged  fmtn  the  nature  of  the.  contest, 
and  on- that 'Very  evening  ?ill  that  part  of  their  force 
which  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  fort,  went  oft*  to  the  northward,  aceompaniied  by 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Arabs. 

*  VVkh  his  accustomed  activity,  the  Majdr-Gerreraf 
reconnoitred  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  oithefort  on 
the  6tlV,  and  on  that  evening  of  thjit  clay  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wallace,  with  five  companies  of  the  74tk 
regiment,  and  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  12th,  seized  a 
posilioid  wittiin  four  hundred  yard$  of  it,  on  wliichV 
in  t lie  course  of  the  night,  a  battery  was  constructed 
for  fs^v  guu!^,  to  take  off  the  defences  on  the  side 
on  which  the  prineipat  attack  was  prdposedJ  AVday- 
'%.  a  light 
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light  on  the  morning  of  the  lOtb  this  battery  waa 
opened ;  and  it  v^as  so  judiciously  placed,  and  was 
served  with  such  effect,  as  to  induce  the  Killedar  to 
propose  a  cessation,  in  order  that  he  inight  send  a 
person  to  treat  for  a  capitulation.  General  Wellesiey 
instantly  replied,  that  he  would  not^  cease  firing  .until 
he.  should  have  taken  the  fort,  or  until  the  Killedar 
: should  surrender:  he  told. him,  however,  that  he  watT 
willing  to  listen  to  any  thing  which  he  might  have  to 
communicate.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  there* 
fore,  the  Killedar  sent  out  two  v  akeels,^  or  Commis- 
sioners^ to  propose  the  surrender,  on  condition  thai 
be  should  be  allowed  to  depart  with  the  garrison,  and 
to  have  private  property  secured;  to  which  the  6e* 
neral  consented  to  agree ;  but,  well  knowing  the  trea* 
chery  and  evasive  principlesT  of  these  .gentry ,  he  never 
ceased  firing  until  five  o'clock  tha^eveningi  when  the 
hosta^.es  anriyed  in  the  British  camp.  On  the  morn- 
ing oi  the  12th  of  August,  1808^  the  Killedar  march^ 
edr.out  of  the  fort,  with  a  garrison  consisting  of  14Q0 
iQen ;  and  the  British  troapa  immediately  took  posses* 
sign  of  itl 

.  ThfB  losSjOf  the  British  W8^^  compc|frativeIy  trifiing 
after  the  8th,  owing  most  undoiibte41y  to  the  spirit 
with  which  the  attacks  on  that  day  were  carried  oq ; 
and  their  acquisition  was  an  object  of  great  conse- 
quence,  from. the  advantaffeous  situaUbn  of  Ahmed- 
nagl^m*,  on  the  frontiers  c^tfae  Nizam's  territory,  not 
only  covering  Poonah>  but  serving  as  an  important 
point  of  support  to  all  the  future  operations  in  the 
Bortheni  districts*  It  was,  in  fact,  considered  as 
on^  of  the  strpu^est  forts  in  the  country ;  and  the  Ge- 
neral himself  sa^dtMa  his  public  dispatches^  that,  with 
the  exception  of  Tejlpre,  in  the  Camatic,  H  was 
the  strpngest  country  fort  he  had  seen,  and  was 
throughout  in  excellent  repfiir,  except  tliat  part  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  the  British  artillery.  The  whole 
pfimbier  of  the  ass^ants  killed  wer^  18  Europeans 
ud  12  mUiyes;  v^Qixad»4p  61   Shiropeans,  <|Q  na« 

tives. 
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I^ve8.^  As  soan  as  the  place  it^as  in  oor  possefssrton, 
the  General  proceeded  to  take  charge  of  aH  fht  dis*' 
tricts  dependent  upon  it,  yielding  an  estimated  kn- 
Bual  revenue  of  650,000  rupees,  which  districts  were 
placed  under  the  temporary  farmna^ement  and  autho* 
rity  of  the  British  officer.  Proposing  to  advance  to. 
the  Godavery  river,  the  General  stationed  a  garri- 
son in  the  fort  sufficient  for  its  retention ;  and,  having 
made  all  other  necessary  arrangements^  he  erossei 
that  rivei*  with  the  whol^  of  his  army  on  the  24%h  of 
August,  and  hd^ving  arrived  at  Aurungabad  on  the 
J2^h  he  iinderstood  that  Dowlut  Rao  Scindiah,  and 
the  Rajah  of.  Berar  had,  on  the  24th,  entered  tlie 
territories  of  the  Nizam,  by  the  A<)juntee  Ghaut, 
with  a  large  body  of  horse. 

They  had  actually  fussed  between  Colonel  Ste- 
venson^s  corps,  (which  had  mov^d  to  the  eastward^ 
towards  the  Badowley  iGrhaut,)  and  Aurungabad,  and^ 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  Jnlnapoor,  a  small  fort,  the  ca« 
pital  of  a  district  of  the  same  name,  about  forty  milesf 
east  of  that  city  ;  bat  no  sooner  did  they  hear  of  the 
arrival  of  the  British  ttx>ops,  than  they  mov^d  off  to^ 
the  south-east  with  the  reported  intention  of  crossifigf' 
the  Godnvery,  and  marching  upon  Hydei*ab^d«        •/  ' 

a  2  Th 
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*  The  coolness  of  tbe  Europeans  rn  the  attack  may  be  dfiwii  frbtn 
the  fact,  that  though  the  attack  under  Captarn  Vesey  succeeded 'witfi** 
out  difficulty,  yet  ^he  scaling  ladders  of  tfhe  party  on  the  left,  under 
Lieotenaot-Colonel   Harness,  being  placed  against  ppt  of.^he.waIi» 
whicbv  astt  has  been  noticed,  had  no  ramparts,  the  troops  were  ^red 
Upon  .from  the  inside  of  the  town  as  soon  as  they  had  reached  the  top'^ 
of  tkie  ladd«^»  without  the  possibility  of  deseeRdii>g  Snlotbe  town  to 
dislodge  Ihf  efiemy.;  upon  which  LieutenantrColqoel  H%ri)^s^«  ,fiildinK  ' 
Chat  he  could  aot  obtain  a  secure  footing  on  the  wall,  very  coollj^  dre«v, 
off  bis  party,  and  entered  the  town  at  another  point.     In   the  meaiai 
timethe  centre  attack,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wallace,  had  moved' 
on,  and  placed  the  ladders  against  a  bastion,  t»hfich  they  carried,  w4(k' 
great  ease.    The  enemy  made  some  resistance. in  the  streets,  and^' 
•party  of  Arabs  actually,  with  great  bravery,  charged  the  grenadiers  of 
the  79tb,  but  they  were  kistantly  repulsed  and  put  to  ^ight ;  which  im->. 
mediately,  led  to  the  evacuation  of  the  towA^y  the  rest  of  the  troops,; 
who^l>y  that  timei  had  suffered  considenbly.^ 
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In  consequeDee  of  this  the  Majqr-General  imn^e- 
d  lately  marched  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Godavery, 
and  continued  to  the  eastward  by  that  route ;  the  ri- 
ver itiietf,  at  that  period,  being  fordable  in  every  part, 
a  circumstance  hitherto  unknown  at  that  period  of  the 
year. 

The  enemy,  thus  checked  ih  their  operation  to  the 
southward,  immediately  rebiined  to  the  northward  of 
Jalnapoer,  and  the  General  had  the  satLsfactioii  at 
the  saitae  time  of  affording  protection  to  two  impor- 
tant convoyi^  of  grain  and  treasure^  which  had  been 
detached  by  Lieutenant-General  Stewar|;  from  Mood- 
ghul,  the  last  of  which  convoys,  u^der  M»jor  Hill, 
joined  the  British  force  some  time  afterwards,  on  the 
18th  of  September. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  1st  of  that  month.  Co- 
lonel Stevenson  returned  from  the  eastward i  and  oa 
the  2od  attacked,  aiid  carried  the  fort  of  Jalnapoor. 
l<7or  were  his  services  confined  to  this  only ;  for,  while 
•General  Wellesley  was  engaged  in  covering  the  ad- 
vance of  his  convoys,  and  in  preventing  the  confede- 
rates from  crossing  the  Godovary,  the  Colonel  made 
several  attempts  to  bring  them  to  action,  in  one  of;, 
which,  on  the  9th  of  September,  he  was  completely 
soccessful,  having  surprised  their  camp,  inflicting  on 
tthem  a  very  severe  loss,  but  the  absolute  extent  of 
which  it  is  impossible  exactly  to  ascertain  from  the 
nature  of  the  attack  itself* 

The"  precision  and  rapidity  of  the  movements  of 
(Creneral  Wellesjey^s  little  army  had  all  the  desired 
i^ffect  of  preserving  the  territories  of  our  ally  from 
depredation  ;  for,  during  this  excurson  of  the  enemy 
towards  the  Godavery,  their  irregular  horse  had  occa- 
sioned very  little  injury  to  the  Nizuni's  people,  being, 
in  fact,  in  inany  plapes  attacked  ^pr|  beaten  by  the 
common  peons,  an  irregular  kiud  of  infantry  of  the 
very  worst  descri]  tiop,  generally  employed  in  the 
iColIection  of  the  revenue^  ^^od  stationed  in  small  num- 
bfifs  in  the  diSevtifit  villag^9• 

The- 
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Public  thanks  to.Gevwral  WelleUey, 


Tbe  confederate;  chieftains  finding  that  this  their 
usual  mode  of  predatory  warfare  wan  not.  attended 
with  success,  determined  to  alter  thieir  proposed  plan 
of  operation  ;  and,  accordingly,  crosrsed  over  to  the 
northward,  toward  the  Adjuntee  Pass^  where  they 
were  reinforced  by  a  detachment  ojf,- regular  infantry, 
under ^the  command  of  Messietirs  -Pohlman  and  Du* 
pont,  consisting  of  sixteen  battalions,  witk  a  aume« 
rous  and  well  equipped  train  of  artillery ;  the  whole 
of  whjch  force  was  now  coUectetl  about  Bokerdum, 
and  between  that  place  and. Ja€iera bad. 

In  the  mean  time.  inteUigenee  of  this  brilliant  sac* 
cess  having  arrived  at:  Calcutta,  the  most^oufiplimen* 
tary  general  orders  were  tmniediately  issued  on  the 
8th  of  September,  in  which  the. Bengal  government 
signifi^  the.  high  approbation  with  whidi  the  Gover- 
nor-General, in  council,  hail  observed  the  judgment^, 
promptitude,  and  skill,  manifested  by  Maiyor-Gene- 
ral  Welle^ley  m  directingtbe  .forces  under  his  com* 
mand  on  that  critical  occa><$ion.  The  'distinguished 
alacrity,  gallantry,  and  spirit^  wiiich  the  officers  and! 
men.  displayed  in  the  attack  .uponv  tbePettah,  and  in 
the  subsequent  siege  of  Abmednaghuryi  were  iils6 
particularly  noticed  ;  the  loss  of  tbe  officen^  and  men 
who  fell  was  deeply  lamented,'*  and  the  survivors  were 
assured  that  their  gallant  memory,  having  thus  fallen, 
withlionour  in  the  public  service,  weukl.be  regarded 
with  affection  and  respect  by  their  sove^tgn  and  their 
eountry. 

During  this  period,  the  war  under  General  Lake  in. 
;th^  northern  parts  of  India,  and  the  operations  of  a 
^maft  Bombay  force  acting  against  Baixmch,  were, 
carried. on  with  great  brilliancy;  we  must  confine  our«' 
selves^  however,  to  the  operations  of  tbe  two  cprps 
uiider.  General  Wellesley  and   Colonel   Stevenson, 
which  joined.  €41  the  21st  of  September,  near  to  Bud* 
napoor,  when  it  was  determined  that  the  two  divisions 

should 

.*  Captains  Grant  and  Humberston ;    Lieutenants  Anderson  and 
Plemteriealh. 
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idioald  inolw%rWard  separately  toMrards  the  enemy, 
and  attack  tbem  in  the  naorning  ot  tbe  24th. 
.  The  disposition  which  the  confederate  Rajahs  had 
hitherto  evinced,  ef  Xvishnig  to  avoid  an  aetion,  and 
the  necessity  of  making  a.yigorous  efibrt  against  their 
main  force,  afTorded  no  other  means  of  effecting  this 
important  object,  except  the  one  now  undertaken;  and 
therefore,  tbe  two  divisions  united  on  the  22nd ;  Colo- 
nel Stevenson  taking  the  western  route,  and  tbe  Gene* 
ral  advancing  on  the  Eastern  line  of  march,  round  the 
hills  between  the  Badnapere  and,  J  ;alna. 

arrived  at  Naolniabon.the  23rd,  and  there 
a  pe^rt  of  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar 
had  moVed  off  in  the  morning  with  their  cavalry,  and 
tiiat  the  infantry  were  ^bbut  to  follow,  bur  were  still 
in  tramp,  atiihedistanceofabont  six' miles  from  the 
ground  on  wMcb  he  had  intended  to  ^encamp,  it 
seemed  obvious  that  tlie  proposed  attack  was  no  long* 
er  to  be  delayed  j  and  ^  having,  therefore,  provided 
for  the  seonrily  of  his  baggage  and  Mores  at  Naoluiffh^ 
he  marched  to  the  attack* 

The  importance  and  rapidity  of  this  decij^ion  are 
strongly  iHostrative  of  oar  hero's  military  character  ^ 
for  if  he  bad  not  adopted  this  spirited  and  judiciooa 
resolotioii,  the  enemy  would  protiably  have  harassed 
him  during  the  whole  day  of  the  2drd ;  and^  as  hfe  could 
afford  no  othei^  security  to  the  baggage  and  stores, 
than  the  entrenchments  which  be  might  be  able  to 
construct, ,  it  must  have  been  exposed  to  loss^  if  he 
had  waited  tmtil  the  24th,  according  to  the  t>lan  pro- 
posed for  the  junction  of  Colonfel  Stevenson's  detach-^ 
ment;  at  all  ^veiits  be  would  have  been  obliged  to 
leave  more  than  one  b^talion  for  their  protection. 

There. were  other  imperative  reatona  for  hastening 
the  attack,' which  schemed  to  have  weighed  math  with 
him  ;  for  he  considered  ihat  by  this  prompt  measure 
the  enemy  would  be  kept  in  complete  ignorance  of  the 
position  of  the  baggage  and  stores;  and  as  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  confederate  Rajahs 
5  wottM' 
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would  get  iufqrftiatiuQ  of  Colonel  Stevenson:  beings 
on  hismnfch  fo  JQin  foi*  the  attack  on  *the  following 
day»  it  w^  extreniely  probable  in  that  cafie,  that  they 
would  withdraw: their  infantry  and  guns.^n  the  coarse 
of  the  ensuing  n^htt  in  order^  to  avoid  the  combined 
aasauU  of  the  British  forces.  The  immediate  attack^ 
therefore)  as  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  afterwards  de* 
'  claredt  was  a  measure  dictated  both  by  prudeuce  and 
courage. 

The  force  left  at.Naalniah,  for  tlie  proteciion  of  tba 
$toFiBS»..Qonsisted  of  a  battalion  of  sepoys^,  and  four 
buikdred  ol/U  native  cor|)s;  when  the  British  army 
moved  on  towards  thei  confederates,  who  were  found - 
encamped  between,  and  along  the  .course  of  two  rivers^ 
the  KaijtQa  aud  the  Juab,  towards . their  junctiouw 
Tbeir  Uoe  extended  eiast  and  west  along  the  north 
bank  of  the  Kaitna  river,  the  banks  of  which  are 
high  .and  roeky,,and  are  impsussable  for  gunfl^  except- 
ing at  places  close  to  tbe  viUlag^, 

The  etiemy'fi  i;igbt».  consisting^  eatirely  of  cavalry; 
was  posted  in  the. vicinity  of  Bokerdun,  and  extended 
to  theif  Ime  .of  irtfan^y ,  which  was^  encaoiped  in  the 
D^ijghbQwheadiof  the  fortified  village  of  Amyk.  The 
Bfitisb  ane3y.'^d.already.  marched  fourteen  miles  to 
Naillnial^;  atul  Che  distance  froitai  that  place  to  the 
enemy's  camp: being  sisc  nailes,  it.was  one  o'clodcin 
the  aftemoOU:  before  the  British  troops  came  injsight 
of  thfe^  combined  a.rniy  of  the  confederates. 

Although  they  had  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
rights  yet  Major-General  Wellesley  determined  oa 
reconnoitring  the  ground,  to  commence  his  attack 
on  the  left  where  the  g^ins  and  infantry  .were  posted } 
andy^  accordingly,  he  marched  round  to  their  left  flank, 
coTering  the  march  of  the  column  of  British  infantry, 
by  the^  British  cavalry  in  the  i^ear,  and  by  the  Feish- 
wah*8  and  the  Mysore  cavalry  on  the  right  flank ;  a 
inanceovre  dictated  by  a  consideration  that  a  defeat  of 
of  their  mfaatrywaa  most  likely  to  be  effectual. 

The  British  army  now  advanced,  and  the  river 

Kiiitoa 
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Kaitna  was  passed  at  a  ford  beyond  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  when  the  General,  with  quick  precision  fornied 
the  infanty  i it) mediately  in  two  lines,  with  the  Bri- 
tish cavalry  as  a  reserve  in  a  third,  in  an  open. space 
between  the  Kaitna,  and  a  nullah^  or  dry  ra.vine,  run^ 
ning^arallel  to  it.  l^he  Mahratta  and  Mysore  allied 
cavalry^  he  ])osted  on  the  ground  beyond  the  Kaitna 
and  on  the  left  flank,  so  that  they  niig'ht  keep  in 
'check  a  large  body  of  the  hostile  cavalry,  which  had 
followed  the  right  of  the  British  line  of  march  from 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  The  first  line  of 
the  British  army  consisted  of  the  advanced  pic<]iiets 
to  the  right,  two  battalions  of  sepoys,  and  thfe  78th 
regiment;  the  second  line  was  formed  by  the  74th 
regiment,  and  two  battalions  of  sepoys ;  and  the  third 
consisted  of  the  19th  dragoons  with  three  regiments 
of  native  cavalry. 

This  gallant  little  band  of  Britons,  and  their  allies, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  1300  cavalry,  European 
and  native,  1300  European  infantry  and  artillery,  and 
200  sepoys  ;  in  alt  abont  4500  me|i« 

The  enemy *»  force  consisted  of  sixteen  regular 
battalions  of  infantry,  amounting  to  10,500  mi^n,  (ex^ 
elusive  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar's  infantry,  and  the  ir- 
regulars of  Scindiah,)  conunanded  by  European  offi- 
cersy  haVing  a  well  equipped  train  of  artillery,  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  guns  in  number,  and  some  very 
large  bodies  of  cavalry,  amounting  to  a  number  be-' 
tween  30  and  40,000  men. 

As  soon  as  the  British  troops  advanced  to  tbe  Kait- 
na 


*  The  confidence  placed  in  these  two  corps  by  the  General  was  fully 
justified  by  their  having  gaUaritly  and  faithfully  performed  all  the  d4i- 
ties  of  light  tiioops  with  his  army  since  bis  march  from  Mysore,  daring 
which  time  they  bad  been  frequently  engaged  witlithe  enemy,  and 
that  with  a  degree  of  alacrity  and  zeal  which  has  seldom  been  display- 
ed by  troops  of  that  description.  ^  - 

Much  of  this,  uo  doubt»  depended  on  the  regulnrity  with  which  tht 
new  government  of  Mysore^  ^uuch  to  tbeir  credit/  ha4  attended  tb^ 
their  various  comforts  and  to  the  regularity  of  their  pay ;  circumstances 
tifo  operating  ia  the  same  manner  on  the  cavalry  of  the  S^ishw^h^. 


^AttQtfii  ot  wmttHbieQ^. 
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The  attack.' 


ifaft'rver;  the  ermrhy  coiiiftiehc^H  A  fiysrt^'cfAitndnhj)^, 

bftt  With tHttiiig^*fife(*t ;  biid  th^taottieritthfej  dwcbtet* ' 

^d  that  It  Vas  Gettfefdl  Weljeslty'^  hitentlari  to'attack' 


apros8  to  thp   village  of  Ass^^,  ifhidh  liesi  ilpdfi 
Jtikhf  river,  slnd  ^Kere  flanked  kKe  fl^t  pf  the  Bri 


of  Ass^^,  if  hidh  liesi  ilpdti  tb^' 
'flanked  kKe  i^igbt  pf  the  British 
trddps.  To  ihe  Veai'  of' this, fri*st  line,  knri  nearly  at, 
rfgtit  angltes  \Vitb  it,  i  second  line  waS  formed  baviqg 
\Xi  feft  to  the  vilia^^  of  Assy e^  and  its  rear  to  the  .fuah 
rirtei^.  alongf  whose  bank  U  ^xtend^d  in  a  Westerly  di- 

rfectidd.      '  ' , 

;  The  attax^k  nbW  cbttimenbe^,  and  the  BritisK  tfoops 
4dvfinced .  ripldly  under'  a  .Vei^y "severe  cannonade^ 
trbose  e^^tnitibn  ati  first  Wals  terrible.  A  fire  bad  been 
ccnbnib.nfoed,  ifit'aidii'titnc'dof  four  hundred  VAi'ds,  by 
the  BHtisli  artiltery  ;  btit'O^tjferal/  Welle^(ey  .feeeing' 
that  it'  fnadB  little  fnrpfe^fon  -on  tp^  pb\ferful  and 
extensive  line  of  the  letieniy*^  irtfaptryandffiinsVsihd 
finding  that  it  coald  not '  advance  idrlth  sqffidient  ra- 
pirffty*  on'aciduni  .of  the  tidmber  of  dradghf  bullocks 
wTlich  had  been  disabled^  imoftfed lately  ordered  thd 
artiffery  to  be  I^Ci  behind;  kiid  the  whole  ^4ihe  id 
mdveon;        .  .  '      * 

Thjs  was  the  critical  momeat;  and  it ,is'im))6rt^nt 
to  observe-,  that  mdch  of  the  soccesrf  of  the.  d^y/de-t 
pienfied  upon  the  pfoitibt  and  judieroUf  ord^t;  of  the 
GehW^I,  to  Lr^utferii<ntrOblbnel  Max WeU  with  the 
Bfiti^hf  i^hrialry;  dit*H;iti^^  him  lo  take  care  of  the 
i^ight  of^  d^e  infantry  s^3%hfe  line ^  advjinced  towards 
^^ J^Vif^Xif;,}^\\o^^  »tanfd'  the  charge,  were 

866fi  eoniD^ited  (fidtwitbstandirtg;  tbeii^^  tremendotis 
caiitioifii^S) -td  falji  biack  oh  the ii*  second  line  in 
^fr^t-dfthfe^Jhah  rrrei'.  A'tthJs'licii€,too,  the  casual- 
WedU  tbi*  BrtttshT^i  Were  drfeardftilT  the  pi<^quet^ 
rf'the  iHftiniry;  lahd^he  *t4th:  re rfiril^ent;  which  Wer6 
oh'the  light  dfMhfe  a*[nV;  h^  sfetei^eW'suifferecl  frojA 
the  fii*e<^ 'the  eiteniy  V  ^tms  oh  tbeij^  left  n^af  Assy e ; 
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aad  the  74t)i  in  pnrtiQulatt  was  so  thinned  by  the  ene« 
my's  cannonade,  that  a  body  of  cavalry  wasi  encou- 
raged to  charge  it,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was 
most  exposed  tottiis  heavy  fire  ;  but  they  being,  in  their 
turn,  cnarged  by  tde  British  cavali'y .  under  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Maxwell,  they  were  oriven  with  great 
slaqifhter  into  the  river  Juan. 

,  At  length,  over-awed  by  the  gallant  i^nd  steady  adf 
vance  uf  the  British  troops,  the  whole  of  the  enemy^s 
line  gave  way  in  every  direction,  and  the  British  ca- 
valry who  had  already  crossed  to  the  northward  of 
the  Junh  river,  now  cut  in  among  their  broken  infan- 
try charging  the  fugitives  along  the  bank  of  the. 
river,  with  the  .greatest  effect,  and  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. Notwithstanding  this  signal  defeat,  yet  the  small 
numlier,  lof  the  .^British  had  not  permitted  General 
Wetlesley  to  secure  all  the  advantages  gained  in  the 
beat  of  the  actiop ;  so  that  roai^y  of  the  enemy's  guns, 
V^hichhad  been  left  in  his  rear,  were  actually  turned 
i^pon  the  British  line  by  numbers  who,  having  thrown 
themselves  upon  the  ground  near  the  artillery,  had  ' 
been  passed  by  the  conquerors,  on  asuppositioh  that 
(hey  were  dead.  This  is  an  artifice ^.oilenp|*actised 
by  the  native  troops  in  India  ;.and  they  now  avaifed 
themselves  of  it,  to  commence  and  keep  up  for  some 
time  a  very  heavy  fire^ 

ThougH  the  enemy's  line  too  vv^s  thus  completely 
^rok^n  through  ;  yet  still,  from  its  extent,  some  corps 
>vere  able  to  inove  off  the  ground  in  very  good  order ; 
9nd«  at  this  critical  juncture,  Lfeuteaant-Colonel  Max- 
well wa;s  unfortunately  killed  yihjilst  charging  at  the 
bead  of  the  British,  cfivalry  a  body,  of  infantry  which 
bpd  retired,  and  v^as  again  formed  in  full  force.  Th^ 
f  nefny's  fire  too  in  the  rearbeqan^e  so,  .galling,  that 
General  Wellesley 'himself  was  obliged  to  take  the 
78tb  reginieht«>  and  th^  7th  regiment  of  native  caval* 
ry, in  ordejrto  |»it  astoptoit  jEjven  at  thismoment^ 
the  fortune  of.  the  day  again  became  doubt^^  for 
the  enemy *s  cavalry,  whl^K  had  beei^  hovering  round 
I  '    '  the 
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the  British  troops,  duiring  the  whole  of  thie  ^c^ionr- 
still  contjiiued  near  the  line:  but  that  body  of  infan-^ 
try  which  h^d  re-fdrmed  being*  completely  cut  down' 
by  the  British  cavalry,  notwithstanding  the  full  of 
their  commanding  officer^  and  General  Wellesley,  at 
the  same  mometat,  compelling  the  scattered  parties  of 
the  enemy  ni'tbe  rear  of  the  line  to  abamion  the  guns 
which  they  iiad  seized  and  turned  against  the  British 
troops,  the  victory  was  now  decis^ive,  and  the  enetny 
retreated  in  fuH  flight,  leaving  twelve  hundred  men 
dMd  upon  the  field  of  battle,  inimense  number^f 
of  their  wounded  scattered  over  the  country,  ninety^ 
eight  piedes  of  cannon,  seven  standards,  their  camp 
equipage,  and  a  large  quantity  of  military  stores  and 
ammbiHtiOn.  »     \.  .         f 

We  leannat  close  this  account  better  than  in  the! 
words  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley  hifnself;  who  ob- 
served thai  dtiring  the  whole  of  this  severe  and  bri(^ 
llant  action,  the  cdpduct  of  Major-General  Wellesley 
united  a  degree  of  ability,  prqflenfce,  and  dauntless 
ji^pirit/  seldom  equalled,  and  never  surpassed.'  It  is; 
indeed,  4mpossible  to  be$tow  any  commedation  su« 
perier  to  the  skill,  magnanimity,*  promptitutle,  and 
judgment,  which  h^  displayed  an  this  memorable  oc« 
casidfi :  nor  can  any  instance  be  adduced  from  the  an-^ 
hats  of  pur  miiitar^^  ^^^Ty't  ^^  n^ore  exetnplary  orderj 
firpiness,  discipline,  and  ^lacHtv,  than  was  manifested 
by  the  British  trpops,  in  every  stage  of-  tins  *  Arduous 
contest,  leading  to  this  splendid  Victory  of  Assye, 
The  whole  line,  led  by  the  General  in  person,  ad- 
vanced to  the  charge  with  the  greatest '  bravery"  an d 
steadiness,  without  its  guns,  against  a  most^  '^T.ere  • 
and  destructive  fire  of  round  and  grape,  nnt^fwtthiij  * 
a  very  short  distance  of  the  enemy's,  line,.. M^h^q. the 
gallant  fe^v  obliged  th^m  at.  the  point  of.  the  bfetypn^t^ 
notwithstanding^  their  superior  ^unibers,  -to nbkn^Joti 
their  artillery,  and  finally  to  relinquish  |he'&el4  o^ 
battle j  after  a  brave  resistance  on  the  paf  (;  c^-Sitriii^UhU. 
infaiitry  Voir,  inpwi^ids.af  three  hoi|cs4rt/  it  btm  4lsd  been 
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mA  by  aeveral  dififcijrs  in  the  SrUis^i^orwyi'  y^bo:  hgA 
skived  duriitg  the  pfep^^dii^gr  pamp^igns  ofi  tiio  JSUfQt 

Frepct  fttltiy ery .  1^  *»y %  tl^at  cannQvi  w^a  fiot pr  bettai 
9erv^e<J  tiwi  fi?iy :  tbe  eDfifiy  at. tbtJ  baUlfe  ftf  A^^y^t  <HI 
1^  43rd  of  September  1 80Q ;  yet  nQtwiUi^tfinding  tbi9 
p0l¥erful  Qirciiiuj^t^iice,  aiid  tpe  .pri^eiif q  d^f .mMoerom 
|M;Hli^$!of  hp^ile  i:avf(iry»  wbo  seven^  iinie«  in|tiKifi34W 
cd  a  djsf>o^iti9g  to  c^arg^,  the  lioe  ;  atilt  UnQ  BrUisli 

^QQps^  animHtW;i|;>y^b$.  gallant.spiritpf  thetirGoooi 

ir^l,  andernuJiaAi^gtbe  ni4>le  f^ya^iple  of.  his  sealant 
CQUr^lff f .  efibibjted  ;a  degree  pf .  resi^qtipn,.  <iVroilP^f 
and  fiiscipljne^  which  cpnvplet^ly  otyw-f^Wjed  b^K^Jw 
^fivalry >nd. iiifantryof . the eii^myi  focquAg them tbm 
to  retire  in  such  a,  manner  ai  length,  as^  not  to  .bf^ 
fom^  /.^9^  (9^  aqtual  seirvjce. ,  JV^^j^n^^rGei^al 
WeUf«^;ey  niptvself,  in  bis  .d»»p^tqhWi»ftaJled  .tb?tt|(bft 

tji?le^  ,Q9st  very  ^ear^  the  Ip^.  in.<>fiifierj?.  ««d  fi^ei^ 
be^ng  v^^y,  great;  a«d  |:hat^  qf  I^i^ut^wnt-^olonfJ, 
Maxwell  and  athierx)ffice^f;jppiu'ti9.ai4r,  B^ii^g  gf^^^r 
Jy  to ^be  regpe^tted.* ;  .Be.gay'e  .gif^at .prajs^  ip  VH^^r, 
ip^nt-CplQnjels  Harness  apfl^^^^cq,  tpf  tbe  jiiw><^4^r.  ^ 
whicfi  they  dQndU|Cjed  tbeii;  brigi^ies ; .  w?d^|o  aM  <he 
9fJ?^r*  pr^t^prsta<f  J^6ttb,ei^  r^^fiy  and  p^0i;iil  fi^ii^^ 

^ingaf^f^,.  ^pearly,  aljetl^^sp.of  tjiefitaft  and.  lib?  aiuunt;* 

1^  ^Pi?«*'^  Sfi  %  fP*^P^0^  ,Wti.th«^r  bftr«es.fb«lt  uqdfit 

™-;  'i^ir;  .  ^  -  /  ::....'.,^,  .•;  •;::/  ...»  '  \ 
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325;h9f;^:  thj^  wp^unded  were  4^^,pr«fopfajiii,  .ll3J,imtjv*vaMi<>l 
Aopes,  ai\a  there  wpre  only  36  missing.  The  officers  kiUed  were  X»'?u- 
UWintiCMldofi  !Hak^i8lt  W  (heM^h  firagopnV  and  ^afllain  R/Bovle ;' 
pa^laitiiHl'MtUckety.^lh  tt^tMcava!#yV  Ueliteo^'htBpfromi,  5ih  nar* 

'  "^  *"'"       'the  ariiUer,      -             -    - 
y  Lieutena^ 
^.  ^- ,_:€4iMpbtfti  «..^„..  , .  „.  „.^  ..r...^^u- 

l^gip,  qf  native  corps.  <;  ii  ' 


I  It  ^u«inot  uniiVthe  f^vfeniog  <rf'  \tbe  aMith  that  Color 
ner ^t^%'Ani»pii  Wfia^blet^,  join  Genecat  We\\^\ey, 

^7bii^*sbewi^  oior^  ftiliy  tb#  propriety  of  the  €i«nefar« 
measures  in  ht^sl^iiifvg;  the  9tltKck  ;  ,but .  at.  the  toine 
time  rt^flects  no  blame  whatever  upon  the  galiao^  Co? 
](m^lyWhQi^f  tpnjdijKsVbi^d  al^^ays  beeif.  uiari^ed  by  ^ho 
gfe^tjsiH^.z^i^l^.^tjvityy  Bn4  pub|ta  uptrit.  .  H^.  wa« 
irppi^ilift^iy  ili4a^h^  in  pw^^it  of  tile  enemy»Aa(} 
bi«  WQoe»i  IP  ih^f^l^iiig  their  retreat  fully  ;ji*stifie4 
Q^jiSr^l  Wel|efi^y*9  reliance  n|)^ 
'  r'jpiiieg^od  Qon^^f^u^no^  iof  this  victof^  wer^  sooif 
displayed ;.  for,  on  (he  8tii  of  October,  Major-General 
W^^lejJ^jf  fec,«iV6d^  li  .notifiCfeit.ipi>  fi;oiHai.{i)e  camp  of 
^]n^|^«  Jnfm  :%.  p^rtwrii  ftftin^  :bl£u1i0  of .  Baijiijieet 
[^bopiy^r^- ^vito^a^iOHe^K^f fbeScintliaKV inkus|ers»  ren 

^fij^pn  wUb  sun;  4>^c#r  M-  tbo  %oabli|i  M'  ;U>e  Defc^aii^ 
(<)r  ]l)J)w«»f )  ^Of  th^  f  qpfmteirsiteit^mpv  fdr  Alie  (^ftw^ser 
of  nc^tiajbjp^!  4!erat^{:of  peac;<5^..betwa^i^  thf.  Britmb 
^dv4b«r  |^jiNN»ui»:C|iid  ^tbe  aonfedf  Qate  Alojicntta  cb»^f$. 
^(ip;.ftJ^j<Hl?€fl^^>«|i*  bqwevwr  wfll  .kU^IW   that  tbi«> 

from  Bass^in  toBcindiah,  for  the  p^l^pioise  of  §xplainr^ 
inffr^^MlVR(he|i>^ui:ff  ^f  (Jim^i^ii^l^^aii^nt^p^teiied  JAto* 
l^y  .t^i.^^il^(Vi^alM}»nd;thii  Pii'iti^b  gof^riimeut^  ^^,kw\ 
t%|v  d^om^K\c,  pfli1«4>nagft  .witi>aJ|  tbbaaou^tomed  WC-m 

•aiiUlj*  oi^df ir?Mbery<i* *.l\lj^bf«tta*ppWticMn;fcacl^^ 

sent^  bi^^Wd^te^r^  s^Kvi^  bbtii^)!<|dhi$;cdD£d6tH[:eii  a«4 
attached  himself  to  the  service  of  Scindiah.  '  Gi^mrali 
\SfeHesley,  however,  had  other  sufficient  reasons  for 
decliRingLthis  J)usii\ess  at  thepreseQt  moment ;  fQr.a$ 
there  W1JS  now  oaentioo  ^madq  eithpr  of  the.R^jab.  of 
|ler;9f„  9r  of  r&icindiitb  bip^^lf^  intbis  commumcation 
ho  had^no  cei'talnty  of  Uie  a{>pli^ation  being  autbo-' 
rizedji^y  either  of'  tto$e  chiefttiiosi  aVWo  migtit  fhqs, 
wh^ri  )cQn\e^jent;*  dis^vpw  any  kqowledg^  .pi^^tjie  oia^i^ 
t^  It  and  he  also  suspected  that  it  might  be  merely  a 
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feint  6i^  the  part  of  those  chiefs,  as  the  pretience  of 
a  Brtti§h  officer  in  the  enemy's  camp  at  that  moment 
mvonld  have  tended  to  raise  the  spirits  of  their  troops, 
and  prevent  then*  dispersion  ;  nay,  might  have  beien 
represented  by  the  insidious  enemy  as  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  tbe  British  government  to-  sue  for 
peace^ 

'  He,  therefore,  refused  to  comply  with  the'reqnest ; 
but  at  the  same  time  signified'nis  disposition  to  rev 
ceive  at  the  British  camp,  with  every  maric  of  ho« 
nour  and  respect,  any  person  duly  empowered  by 
the  direct  authority  of  Seindiah»  •  or  of  the  Berar 
Rajar,  to  propose  terms  of  peace  to  the  alli^ 
powers.  .  . 

'  The  confederates  finding  their  tricks,  if  they  were 
such,  completely  circumvented,  an<l  not  chusing  to 
treat  on  serious  terms,  now  collected  the  remains  of 
their  broken  army,  and  moved  along  the  bank  of  the 
Taptee  river  to  the  westward,  as  it  appeared  to  6e» 
neral  Wellesliey,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to 
the  southward  by  the  road  which  leads  to  Poonah  ;  he 
therefore  determined  to  remain  to  the  sdtithwurd  to 
order  ta  watch  their  movements,  and  detached  Colond 
Stephenson  for  the  atta<5k  of  Boorhanpoor^  which  felH 
portly  afterwards.  . 

'  Whilst  the  Major-General  was  employed  iq  this 
service  during  the  succeeding  months,  the  insurgent 
chiefs  received  the  most  severe  Mo«|fs  from  the  suc- 
cesses ^f-  the  British  troops  in  other  (jqarters,  and  the 
snperrority  of  the  BHtish  power  was  firmly  estar 


blished.* 


In 


0  , 

*  Whilst  these  mtlitary  operations  w^re  carried  pri  by  •ur  armies  Ja 
the  Deken,  against  the  main  force  of  £lcindiah  an^  tlie  Berar  JSajaK, 
siinUtr  op^aiibns,  with.sii|iilar  general  ihstriK^ions,  were  gitca  tq  Ge- 
i^eral  laikf,  whose  army  was  on  t^e  north-west  frontieifof  pttc|e. 

ilie  refusal  of  the  confederate  chieftains  to  abide  bj  General 
Vr«^l^eyV  propo«t|c(«s  early  ia  August  was  considered  b;  General 
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In  the  general  orckrs^  Mrhich  were  issued  at  C^l* 
eattaon  the  receipt  of  jLhe  iotelligeace  of  this  deci- 

sive 


Lake  at  a  suflScient  reasoit  for  coinmeocing  the  war  in  that  quarter, 
Ikrbich  was  happily  concluded  on  the  Itt  of  November  by  the  decisive 
battle  of  Latwarrah. 

it  is,  indeed,  beyond  our  limits  to  give  any  thing  like  a  detailed  ao* 
coMOtof  tjioie  operations ;  but  uUI  a  few  anecdotes  of  sooMTof  the  most 
interestil^g  IraasaQlions*  may  iliusirale  the  bafipy  e^Qrcts  of  British  policjr, 
valour,  and  generosity. 

The  operations  of  this  part  of  our  army  were  principally  directed 
against  the  force  tinder  the  command  of.  Monsieur  Perron^  then  in 
possession  of  Delhi,  the  ancient  Mogul  capital,  and  who  was  attempt* 
ing  to  found  a  new  French  empire  in  iodia.  on  the  ruins  of  that  of  Bri- 
tain. ..  • 

The  first  success  was  on  the  plains  close  to  Ally  Ghur,  *a  strong  for^- 
tress  which  the  general  proposal  to  attack^  and  in  the  ^tni^y  of  whicji 
Monsieur  Perron  had  assembled  his  whole  force*  His  position  was 
strong  and  fsvourable  for  repelling,  the  attack,  of  the  British  army  ; 
kis  front  being  completely  4»vered  by  an  extensive  swamp,  which  in 
some  parts  were  not  passable  ;  his  right  flank  protected  by  the  fort  of 
Ally  ghur,  and  his  left  deriving,  considerable  »trength  from  the.  nature 
of  the  ground  oii  that  side,,  and  from  the  position  of  some  .villages 
which  wece  occupied  by  parties  of  his  troops.  His  force  was  estimated 
at  about  15,000  hor^e,  of  which  from  four  to  five  Uiousand  were  regular 
cavalry.  General  Lake  having  determined  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy>  the  British  cavalry  were  formed  into  two  Jines,  and  advanced 
io.tbe  attackj  supported  by  the  infantry  in  three  of  four  lines,,  acc«^d- 
lug-as  the  combined  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit*  Daring  this^ 
advance  tlie  enemy's  liue  kept  up  a  smart  fire,  particularly  of  niatch» 
locks,  through  a  village  which  the  cavalry  had  to  pass  ;  and  a  large 
column  of  the.hoatile  cavalry,  headed  by  a  regular  corps  of  horse,  api- 
proached  MifficieAtly  near  to  enable  the  British  cavalry  to  fire  a  l«rw 
rounds  frOiii  theiif  gallopper  guns,  which  succeeded  in  forcing  them  to 
retire.  .        , 

With  this  shew  of  opposition  the  enemy  were  contented  ;  for  tJie 
excellent  front  displayed^  by  tb|e  British  cavalry,  and  the  regular  and 
determiued  advance  of  the  whole  army,  so  completely  over-owed  Mqq* 
»ear  Perron  and  his  troops,  that  they  retired  as  fast  as  the  British  troops 
advanced,  and  finally  quitted  the  field  without  venturing  to  risk  an  en- 
.  gagement* 

The  British  made  several  attempts  to  charge  the  enemy's  cavalry  •; 
but  the  extreme  rapidity  of  their  retreat  prevented  their  possibility  of 
effecting  this  most  desirable  object. ^  General  Lake  himself,  Jj)roug|i 
the  whole  of  the  day,  shewed  a  glorious  example  to  his  men  ;  he  was 
.with  tbecavaky  through  the  whole  of  this  busiiie^H  a^  eharged  in 
perMO  at  tiie  mt^d  of  tlie  97th  dragoons.  .    .«   ^       - 
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slve^victdry  a*'A9dy«,  the  Govemor-€tenehi|  dbserted 
timt  at  the  ckme  of  sT'csmpai^  of  th^  oiost  briUmtlt 

success 
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Th^  fdrt  of  Ally  Ghtir>as  sodn  ts^ittt;  by  ^orm  in  the  motf  i^alfant 
lMtnn«r«  ftntlour  troops  advanced  tiy  Secundrioiv  tfift  ptb  of  Septemb^ 
andf  on  the  llth^  the  glorious  battle  of  Delhi  wal  fought  (n  sight  of 
tliat  ancient  city. 

The  progress  of  ihh  lyattle  displayed  both  Brhhh  skift  and  Briffsh 
intrepidity  \  for  finding  that  H  wdufd  be  drfltcultto  defeat  the  enem}  in 
their  actual  position.  General  Lake,  who  early  tn  the  day  whilst  m 
advance  with  the  cavalry  Ir^d  his  horse  shot  under  him,  determined  to 
1nake-8  feint  by  uhich  1*»e  eneirty  should  be  induced  to  quit  iherr  in- 
'trenchmeftts,  and  to  ad  Vance  onr  the^plantt.  With  this  object  in^iew 
the  hti^hh  cavalry  were  directed  to  retire  Upon  the  infkntry,  both  fof 
the  purpose  of  drawing  the  enemy  from  His  position,  and  of  corering 
•t"he  ItiftntTyV  adt^ince;  andt^ijs  retrograde  moyement  lurSs  performed 
With  the  coofest  tegularity  irrKi!  the  j\inct?on  ^as  eCected  when  the 
cavalry  opened  iTronf  the  centre,  and  allowed  the  enemy  tci  pas<s  on  fn 
fttM.  The  moment  that  the  cavalry  begun  to  retire,  th6*enemyi  who. 
imagined  it  to  he  a  real  retreat,  quitted  their  strong  position,  and  ad* 
iranced  with  the  '^liote  of  thefr  guns,  shouting  and*  exhibfting'  every 
•demonstration  of 'perfect  confidence  iti  their  sii^petiorp rotte« ;  but  fhey 
h^ed'oh  seeing  the  British  infantry,  spho'  were  mstantly  fdrmed  into 
on«^iine,  with  the  catilry  id  a  second  ItixCj  iabout  forty  yards  In  th<!r 
rear^  At  this  decisive moniMit'the  wh6leof  th< British  fbrce  adf anCed^ 
whilst  General  Lalce  himself  led' the  76th  regimeirf  through  a  -trcmcn* 
•dotis  6re  of-  round,  grape,  and  chain  shot.  TfaeBri^h  stilt  advanced 
with  (be  greatest  bravery  ^nd  steadiness,  and  withoat  tiki tfg  theft 
mtisquets  from'  thetr  shoulders,  vhtil  they  had'rcached'wiffa  anJiQj)- 
dred  paces  of  the-enemy,  who  if\stant1y  conifMRcId  a  heavy  fire  df 
grape  from  all  their  artillery.  In  an  instant  the  cfrder  was  giving  t^ 
-tbiarge-^the  whof«-  British  nn6  fir^d  but  ofte  Ttrfley,  and  then  yrith  tfceit 
lillistrious  and  gallatit  leader  rushed  on  wftb  Such  hnipetuositjr  that  the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  fled  in  every  direction*  ' 
.  The  moment  the  line  hatted  after  the  charge,  the  general,  with  fa1s 
Htual  precision,  ordered  them  to  break  into  col tf^nnst>f  compatiiesj  on 
trfcich  the' fcaValry  charged  through  thie  intervals  with  thefiir  g$Tfop{ler 
guns,  and  completed  this  signal  defeat  by  pufsuing  the  ened^y  td'the 
very  banks  of  the  Jumna,  and  driving  ^cat  nUmbM^  0f  them  rntdt'hat 
*iVer.  '  ■• :'   .'^      '  ■    -  .. 

Th^  whole  of  this  glorious  business  was  seen  from  the  mi  Wets  and 
towers  of  t>elhi,  and  immediately  after  the 'acfidn  the  uhfbrtuMitd  £m« 
pecbr,  ^irafk  Alium,  sent  toiGeherai  Lake  to  express 'his  an xfous  desire 
to  place  4its  person  and  authority,  under  the  pr6te(^idn  of  the'  vidtotfoiis 
army.  •       ■   •  -  v  -     ■■       -  ,    .  -  •       .....      j/ 

When  General  Lake  went*  himself  into  the  city;'  conducted  bj^^tfie 

eldest  ton  and  heir-apparent^  Triiice  Mir^k  Akbar  Stiaii,  althcU^f  he 

*  '        ^  did 
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success  aud  gloryineVeryiqtiarterbf  India,  this  tran- 
scendent viotoi'y  demanded  a  testimony  of  public  ho- 
6.  -  s  riou'^ 


' ' '  ■  •    '  * '  ^       ' '   '     ■  ^  - »  -  . 


did  not  reach  the  piiaca,  till  6UQ$et,  the  crowd  In  tbecity  was  so  great 
that  it  was  with  some  dilBqivKy  ihe  pavaJcade  coul;!  passt  to  the  palace* 
The  courts  of  the  palace  too  wItc  filled  with  thepeople^  all  anxious  to 
witness  the  deliverance  of  theii'  sovereign  from  a  state  of  degradation' 
and  bondage;  and  the  general,  when  ushered  int#  the  imperial  pre* 
sence,  found  the  unfortunate  and  venerable  monarchy  oppressed  by  the 
accuQ)ulated  calamities  of  old  age,  degraded  authority,  extreme  poverty, 
and  loss  of  sight,  seated  under  a  small  (.altered  canopy,  the  remnant  of 
his  royal  state,  with  every  external  appearance  of  the  misery  of  his 
condition.  '' 

To  describe  the  impression  noadAon  the  minds  o/ the  inhabit9Ats,of 
Delhi,  i>y  General  Lake's  humane  .conduct  on  thisoccasipn,  is  impossi- 
ble ;  so  strong  was  it  indeed,  that  jn  the  inetapiibrical  language  of  that 
country,  the  native  historians^  wiib  descHbed  the  event  declared  t'hat 
the  emperor  recovered  his  sight  from  joy.  All  that  the  podr  old. man 
could,  do,,  for  to  \ht  Br'^tisti  be'.yeas,  J|\debted  for  ev^ry'^hing,^  was  to 
confer  on  General  Lake  tjie  jecotid  title  of  his  empiire,  calling  hin^ 
"the  sword  of  the  state,  the.Vero  of  theland,  the  lord  of  .the  age,  and 
the  victoriousTin  war.'*     "'    ''    "  :'  • 

t  Previous  to  thiii,  Mor^0at< perron  hid  tettredfrora  the  command  of 
the  army;  and /Ihe  other.  F;renqh  ofljqers  now  deprived  of  authority, . 
and  finding  theYiiselves  the  o})j'?ct-c^f  just  indignation  to  that  country 
which  Vbey  bad  so  iniquitou^^y  gbverhed,  were  compelled'to  solicit  the'  . 
protection  of  the  British  govi^r*mtfiltV  wtiilst  the  inhabitants  in  geaetU\ 
btuh  of  the  cityatid  the  enii*ireH*4arge,  wgoicing  in  a  cbaog^  of.  nias*^ 
ters^  rand  deeply  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  humane  conduct  and 
orderly  behaviour  of  the  British  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  protection 
offered  by  General  Lake  to  their  persons  and -property,  regarded  the 
British  army  as  their  friends  and  delivcferSr. 

.  The  country  of' Delhi  being  ijow  settled  under  the.  government  of  ^ 
its  ancient  Princes,  the  British  army^ proceeded  to  fresh^coiiquesb  over 
the  armies  of  the  Mabratta  chiefs  feintlj  after  a  brilliant  course  of  suc- 
cesses^ brought  them  to  action  al  La»warrah  on.^he  1st  of.  November 
I«I3,  when  their  defeat  was  complete,  and  the  war  most  happily  ehded^ 
TboMgh  this  note  is  extended  beyoQd.>ts  reasonable  length,  yet  w^can- 
not  omit  one  interesting  fact  which  took  place  during  the  heat  pf  the 
action.  At  that  period^  the  second  son  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
then  Major  of  the  e4th  regiment,  had  attended  his  father  as  Aid-du- 
Camp,  and  Military  Secretary,  during  the  whole  campaign^  2»nd  his 
gallantry  and  activity  in  executing  bis  father's  orders  had  been  con- 
^oi'ous  in  every  SAir vice  of  diffif:.ujty4knd  danger. 

This  gallant  youi^  if§^ecr  constantly  attended  his  father's  person, 
and  possessed  the  highest  p*a<fe  in  his  confidence  and  esteem  ;  and  on 
this  day,  whiht  the  ^rniy  was.?fcdvancing,  the  Co«mander-ia-Chiefs  , 

hone 
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Hoiiourt  to  the  army. 


i}Our  equal  to  any  which  the  justice  of  the  British  go^ 
vernment  in  India  had  ever  conferred  on  the  coixlnct 
o.f  our  oflicers  and  troops,  in  the  most  distinguished 
period  of  our  military  history  ;  and  he  added  that  the 
important  benefits  resulting  from  that  triumph  of  our 
arms  w6re  not  inferior  to  the  'splendor  of  the  action 
itself,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  immediate  con- 
sequences derived  from  the  exertions  of  that  day 
were  the  complete  defeat  of  the  combined  arniy  of 
the  confederate  chieftains  ;  an  irreparable  blow  to 
the  strength  and  efficiency  of  their  military  resources, 
especially,  of  their  artillery,  in  the  Dekan  ;  the  ex* 
pulsion  of  an  hostile  and  predatory  army,  from  the 
territory  of  our  ally  the  Nizam  ;  and  a  seasonable 
and  effectual  check  to  the  ambition,  pride,  andrapa- 
.  city,  of  the  enemy.  / 

'  As  a  further  mark  of  distinction  to  Major-General 
Welle^ley^s  brave  army,  the  Governor-General  or- 
dered that^  honorary  dolours  with  devices  properly 
suited  to  cotomemomte  tha^t  splendid  victory  should 
be  presented  to  the  various  corps  employed  in  that 
service ;  and  he  directed  that  the  nanies  of  the  brave 
officers  and  men»  who  fell  in  the^  battle^  should  be 
commemorated,  together  with  the  circamstances  of 

the 


t«>^ 


V 


horse  having  been  piercc:cl  by  several  khot,  and  fallen  dead  under  htm. 
Maj6r  I^ke  wKo  wM  on  horseback  clo^e  to  liim  dismounted,  and  (Of- 
fered hit  horse  to  his  father ;  but  the  gallant  veteran  refined,  until  the 
major  having  procured  a  bof^e  from  one  of  the  cavalry,  he  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  take  Ms  son's  charger.  At  that  very  instant^  a  shot  struck 
Major  Lake,  and  wounded  him  severely  in  the  presence  of  his  parent, 
irlio.then  found  it  necessary -to  lead  the  tnx>ps  against  the  enemy,  and 
to  leave  his  gallant  and  wounded  son  upon  the  field.  Never,  as  the 
Marquis  of  Welleslry  observed,  was  a  more  afllecting  scene  presented 
to  tl^ie  imagination,  and  liever  had  Providence  exposed  human  forti* 
tude,  to  a  more  severe  trial.  But  the  general  in  this  dl'eadful  and 
distracting  moment,  giving  up  all  personal  considerations,  prosecuted 
hi^  victoiy  with  unabated  ardour^  and  at  the  close  of  the  battle  had 
the  happiness  of  learning  that  his  son's  wound,  although  severe,  was 
not  lii<ely  to  prove  dangerous,  and  that  he  was  still  reserved  to  serve 
his  king'alid  country*  with  hereditary  honour.  He  iived^  however,  but 
to  fall  At  the  battle  of  Roleia  ia  Portugal ! 
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the  actibti, -upon  the  public  moiicunent  to  foe  erected 
at  Calcutta^  to  the  meinol'y  of  ai{  those  who  had  falteii 
in  the  public  serrice 'during^  that  canipai^n. 

Iti  execution  of  the  pkn  which  General  Wellesley 
had  laid  down  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  confe- 
derate chieftain^,    he   arrived   at  Poolinary,   about 
sixteen  mites  north  from  Aurungabad,  when  he  ob- 
served that  they  did  not  advance  to  the  'South\¥»rd, 
as  he  had  been  informed  they  £rd;  tntended  ;  and  in 
the  QYghtofthe  ISth-of  October,  he*  ••eceived  infor- 
mation so  particular,  ef  the  disposition  t)fi'beir  troops^, 
foag'gqg^y  8tc.  that  he  coitcluded,  they  itttended  to 
interrupt  Colonel  Stevenso^Hy  who  was  then  detached 
towards  Asseerghur  after  the  capture  of  Boorhan pore. 
He  therefore  immediately  fvtt  his  Army  in  motion  oq^ 
the.  16th,  and  descended  the  Adjuntee  Ghaut  on  the 
19th;  at' which  time  Scindiah    had  moved  iothe 
northward,  but  he .  halted  on  the  return  of  the  Bri- 
tish,  and   returned  to   Taptee,  where  the  Rajah  of 
Berar  sepamted  from  him,  as  it  was  sdid,  for  Cban- 
ddr6«      But  General  Wellesley  well  knowing  the 
4ricks  of  these  wily  chiiSftains,  suspected  immediately 
that  this  report  had  been  circulated  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing'him   to  the  southward  again ;  therefore, 
asCofonel  Steveason  had  by  that  time  got  possession 
of  AiseerghuTt  and  was  fully  equal  to  any  thing  that 
could  be  sent  against  him,  he  immediately  re-ascended 
the  Ghaut,'  and  thereby    frustrated  the  plans  of  the 
enemy. 

In  this  judicious  opinibn  and  determination  he  was 
-confirmed  by  receiving  authentic  intelligence  on  the 
24th  tfaiit  the  Rajah  of  Berar  had  actually  passed 
through  the  hills  Winbhforni  thebbuodary  ofv!ahdeish, 
and  had  moted  towards  the  river  Godavei'y,  ' 

Geberal  Wellesley,  therefore,  proceeded  up  the 
Ghtot  vvith  the  British  army  on  the  2^5tli,  Continued 
his  march  to  the  sonthward'dii  the  20th^  ai)d  on  the 
.29th  of  October  had  pussed  Auriihgabad,  At  this  pe- 
riod the  Rajah  had  advanced  gradually  to'  the  east-. 

S  2  ward. 
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yvs^rd,  and  was  at  Lakeegaqn,  about  Htwpnty  iniks 
north  from  Futtrin,  dD  tbe  arrivajtof  tbe.B.ritiiiii  troops 
lit  Aurungabad ;  and  so  mucb  V^^  be  alarmed  ^t  their 
advance^  tbat  during  the  fime  of  their  being  in  his*  vi- 
cinity up  to  the. 31st  of  October,  he  moved  his  camp 
no  less  than  five  time,  expecting  as  rapid;  a  visit  as 
they  had  paid  him  at  Assye.  His  fnrce^  however,  was 
BOW  very  much  reduced,  and  c^  little  efficient,  that 
5000  of  his  cavalry,  whom  h^deta^^hed  tO;  attack  :t 
convoy  of  grain  and .  bullocks  under  the  charge  of 
Captain  Baynes  with  three  companies  of  naiive  infan- 
try, two  guns,,  and  400  of  the  Mysore  cavajry,  were 
actually  defeated  by  that  small  force. 

After  the  capture  of  Asseerghur,  by  Colonel  Sie* 
Tenson,  the.unremittmg  activity  of  General  Welles- 
ley  was  still  directed  to  the  vanous  military  objects  in 
view ;  and  in  the;  latter  end  of  November,  various  con- 
ferences having  taken  place  with  Scindiah's  ambassa- 
dors, who  now  fe)t  himself  obliged  to  negociate,  a  ces- 
sation of  arms  in  t^  Dekan  wa^  ag^reed  iipoq  on  the 
2ad  of  that  month. 

During  the  prpgress  of  t^he.negociations,,  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  b^d  moved  to^ard3  hjis  own  dominions^  and 
the  Major-General  had  descended  the  moq^aiiis  J>y 
^  the  Bagoorah  pass,  for  the.pai:pos§of  cp-operatipn  with 
Colonel  Btevenson,  who  was  then  proceeding  ta  the 
attack  of  (ra wilghur.     . 

On  the  .28th  of  iSlovember,  the  British  itropp^  un- 
der General  Wellesley  came  up  with  a  consideraible 
body  of  Scindiab's  regular  , cavalry.  aqcN>n3pan]ed  by 
the  greater  part  of  the  B^rar  Infanjtfy ;  and  ^^  8cin- 
diahhad.not  fulfilled  the  conflitiops  of  ^e^  truo^ 
which  h^  had  Vimsi^lf  sought  with  such,e)a|;eraes9. 
General  Wellesley  resolved,  notwithftanding  the 
eager  and.  insidious  remonstrances  .and  protestations 
of  Scindiah's  Vakeel,  who  was  still  in  his  camp,  to 
attack  the  enemy  with  all  possible  vigour.  .  Ue,  imr 
mediately  therefore  moved  forward  to,  F^rterley, 
when  he  was  joined  by  Colonel  St^yepson,  the  con» 

federates 


MARaUISOF  WELLINGTON.  141 

"t^.^jli^ipl^    -      ■—■■>*  IMLM  .  ,  ,  M  I  ■         ,  I  r  II  II  I      ■    I.  I  ■  ■ 
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Ibd^ratess  bavia^  retired  from  that-  very  s^pot,  thetr 
jear  baing  still  disdemible  frotn  a  lofty  tower  in  *  the 
viciAitylv  The  day  wns.  sttll.^exlreaieiy  hot,  and  the 
troops  'were  SQ  fatigtied  thai;  the^Oenei^al  felt  inclined 
io  postpone  the  pOFSuititntil  the' evening  ;  but  be  had 
scarcely  .halted  ^ben  alai^e  bodydf  the  enemy  *!4  hbrse 
Aurere  noticed  in  front)  aiidthe  !picqiiets  bein^  imme- 
jdiately  advanced,  the  wtioleartny>  of -the  confederates 
was  distinctly  percerved,  formed  in  along  line  of  ca<- 
valry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  extending*  a; front  df  five 
miles, .  Dn .the  plains  of  Argaum. 

The  moment  was  now  critical ;  and  the  Genersll 
finding  that  the  en^my  was  determined  on  a  general 
action*) instantly  advanced  with  the  whole  army  in 
onecolamn,  in  a.  direction. nearly  parallel  to  the  ene-- 
tyiy*s  Jine^  ajaicl  iwith  the  British,  cavalry  Jeading.  As 
tW.Aritisbi  army  neared  the  confederates*  it  was 
drawn iut>, in  two  lines,  the.fi i*st  consisting  of  the  in^ 
fajitry«Uh^  second  :of  the  cavalry,  and  the  right  ys^irtg 
was  advanced  in  order  to  press  on -tiiei  enemy,  whilst 
the  left  was  supported  by  the  Mysore :  bors^.  No 
sooner  had  the  Bntisb  come  pretty  close,  than  the^ 
werl^  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Persian  troops, 
who  maintained  a  most  desparate  copflLct  for  some 
time,  but  were  at  length  totally  destroyed  }  at  the 
samie  time,  a  cbarge  of  Seindiah*s  cavalry  was  re« 
pulsed  with  great  bloodshed  by  the  first  battalion  of 
the  6tfa,  when  the  whole  hokil^  line  gave  way,  anf| 
jted  with. the  ntmost^ precipitation  and  confusion^ 
leaving  thirty-eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  bll  their 
ammunition^  in  the  hands  bfthe  Victors. 

The  rout  w^sih  fact  in  all  pdrts  of  the  line  most 
decisive  ^.  and  General  Wellesley  immediately  push* 
ed  Oil.  Gawilghnr,  in  order  to  commence  his  ope«- 
ratioDS  against  that  fortress.*     The  services  of  the 

army 

'    *  Tbi$  fort  18  extreincfy  siton^  from  its  situation,  being  erect<ed  in 
^  raoge  of  mountains^  bel^eeh  tbe  sources  of  the  PoOnah  shd  1  aptee 

rivers. 
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ftrmy  were  now  laborious  in  the  extreme,  and  such  as 
scarcely  bad  ever  been  witnessed.  In  this  service. 
General  Wellesley^s- arlny  took  a  principal  share, 
although  his  object  was  principally  to  cover  the  ope- 
rations of  the  siege,  but  if  possible  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect attacks  upon  the  southern  iand  western  faces. 

On  the  12tn  at  night,  Colonet  Stevenson's  detach- 
ment opened  twb-bfttterieSy  for  brass  and  iron  guns, 
tobreach  the  outer  fort  and  the  third  wall ;  and  ano^ 
tber  to  clean  and  destroy  the  defences  on  the  point  of 
attack.  A  foi^irth  battery  was  erected  by  General 
WeUesley*s  own  division,  on  the  ntountain, 'Under 
the  southern  gate,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a 
buenoh  in  the  wall  near  that  gate,  or  at  least  to  di- 
i^ert  arid  distract  the  attention  of  the  garrison.  On 
the  night  of  the  i6th,  the  breaches  of  the  out^r  wsdl 
of  the  fort  were  judged  practicable  ;  and  a  stot^ming 
party  was  ordered  for  tlie  attack,  at  ten  oVlcK^k'  on 
tbta  following  morning,  under'  Lieutenant- Coloiid 
K^nny,  At'  the  same  time,  two  attacks^ -were  to  ht 
i]»ade  froQoi  the  southward  ;  one  on  the  south  gate  hf 
a    strong     detachment    uixler     Lieutenant-Colonel 

Wallace, 


ViVers.'  It  stands  on  a  lofty  moantain  in  the  very  heat  of  this  range, 
and  coflsists  of  one  complete 'inner  fort,  whieh  fronts  tothefeoul^ 
wh^re  the  rock  is  steepest.  There  is  also  an  outer  fori  whicb  ixxveif 
the  approach  from  the  north,  by  the  village  pf  Labada^  apd  ali  t^e 
\(ralls  are  strongly  built  and  forti/ied  by  ramparts  and  towers.  The 
communicaiions  with' the  whole  works  are  through  three  gate^;  od^ 
lo  the  south  with  the  innar.  fort ;  one  to  the  north -West  with  the  dtiter 
fort;  and  one  with  the  north  yfsi\\>.  Thf  ascent  (6»tbe;  f^rst  is vjQcy. steeps 
and  is  only  practicable  for  troops  ;  that  to, the  secood  is  widei;^: ^d  is 
hy  a 'road  formed  for  the  communicatipns  of  thp  .garrison  with  the 
souUiern  countries,  but  parsing  round  the  west 'side  of  the  fort;  aird 
exp9sed  for  k  considerable  distance  tD  its  £Ie  ;  it  is  besides* so  narrow 
as  to- make  it  im practical) ^e  for  regular  approi^hesA  an(i  the. if9f:fc>s 
scarped  on  each  sicle,  nor  does  it  lead  further  than  the  gate.  The 
communication  by  the  northern  gate  is  directfrooi  the  village  of  Laba* 
ila^iuid  ia- -this  direction  ii\€  grotind  is  Ifvel  with  that  of  the  fortrinit 
the  roads  leads  through  the  mountains  for  about  thirty  miles.froto  Elich« 
poor^.from  whence  the  labour  and  diflicuUy  o/mpvio^  ordjifloceani 
gtpres  were  great  in  the  extreme. 
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Wallade,  ahd  the  other  on  the  gtite  df  the  north^wesrt' 
by  a  similar  force  under  Lieuteliant*Col6nel  Chaliners. 
Thes^  latter  dispositions,  however,  ^efe  jpriWi^i{jally^ 
intended  to  draw  oflF  the  ehemy's  attention  from '  tb6 
real  point  of  assault,  '   ' 

At  the   appointed   hour,  the  three  partjei^  mored. 
forwards  and  that  under  Lieutenant'^GolonelCbalnierflr 
reached  the  north-west  gate,  just  as  the  enemy  were, 
attempting  to  escape  thi^ough  it,  from   the  bayonets' 
of  the  assailing  party  under. Lieutenant- Colonel  Ken^^ 
ny.     A  dreadful  slaughter  now  ensued,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Chalmers  entered  the  fort  without  any 
difficulty.     The  wall  in  the  itiner  fort,  in  which  no 
breach  had  yet  been  made,  was  still  to  be  carried ; 
after  some  attempts  upon  the  gate  of  communication 
between  the  inner  and  outward  forts,  a  place  waii 
at  length  found,  at  which  it  was  possible  to  escalade 
the  wall;  and  Jiere  Captain  Campbell,  with  the  ligbt^ 
infantry   of  the  94th   k-egimient,  fixed  the  laddehj,^ 
scaled  the  wait;  affd  opened  the  g^te  to  the  storniing' 
party,  who  w^tie  quickly; masters  of  the  place.    'The- 
garrisoti  had  been  numerous,  and  the^r  slaoghter  was 
great.     The  effect  of  these  operations,  and  of  the 
others  in  the  north,  werieso  powerA.il,  that  6nthel7tb 
of  December,  1803,  General  Well^sle^  had  an  op- 
portunity  of  displaying  hfs  Diplomatic  powers,  by 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty- of  peace  with-  the  Rajah 
of  Berar  in   his  camp  at  Deogaum,    in  which  tire 
Rajah  renounced-  all  adherence  to  the  confederacj, 
ceded  to  t|ie  comfiany  the  provinces  of  Ctittack  and 
Balasior^,  •  and  engaged  never  to  keep  in   his  service 
the  subjeQts  of  any  state  which  might  be  at  war  with 
England. 

Soon  after  this,  that  Intherto  restliess  prince,  Scin<- 
diah,  finding  that  lie  had  no  remaining  chance  of 
gratifying  his  ambition  Or  revenge  at  oiir  expense, 
finding  himself  without  an  ally,  and  having  exhaus- 
ed  all  his  resources  and  expedients,  thought  proffer 
to  send  an  ambassador  4o  the  general  also,  wnen 

another 
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another,  treaty  wa3  cooclqded  oa.tbe  30tb  of  D^eui- 
ber,  higbf^  favpamble  to  the  British  inteiTests. 

No^otbef  opportuDiei^  oflfering*  for  Major-Qeneral 
Wdlesl^y  to  display  bis  militairy  taleots.  after,  the 
Mahratta  war,  which  may  be  coQsideiifd  as  almost 
at  1^  close  OD  the  1st  /of  .JSoy^mbei:,  .i^fter  the  decisive 
battle  of  Ls^^warrab  under  Gpn^riai  l4ake>.  we  shall 
present  our  readers  *wit1i  a,  statement  of.  the  general 
succes^f  .from  the. pen  o)t*  the  Marquis  of  Well^ley 
faimsflf.  t  .. 

.  From*  the.  8tb  of.Avigasty  the  day  on  which  bostili* 
ties  comnifQaced,  until  the  .1st .  of  Nov^ember,  a  pe- 
riod<sbort  otf  three  month*  .tb^  British  army  had  con- 
quered all  the-  possessions  of  ..Scindiah  ju  Guzerat* 
tne  city  of  Boorbanppre*  ihe. .  province  of  Cattuck, 
the  cities  of  Agra  .afid  Delhi;;  t.he  fortifti^d  towps  of. 
AhmedJ^agbur^  tbe  focts  q(  Alyghur,  &c«  had  been 
takei)  by,  ^rm,;  five^Dth^rs  ^r^dof^ed  by-  capituIatio;n  * 
had. defeated  ^bei  enemy  .in  thraf 'general,  en g;^er. 
meats  at  |)^Uii>  Assyi?*  I^nd  .Las^wnrrf^h ;  and  bad 
taken  268  pi^Qes  pf  ,ocdpapcev.:5(H)0  ^t^pid  of  arms, 
215tqmbriiU9  and.SV.'rtand  of  i^plbjirst.  with  a  large 
quantity  of  storfiSpb^gfif&gQf  qatqp  equipage,  ^andfim- 
munition<iia  tbej.ftdd^  Y^bUs)!^  the  captures  ia  th^ 
yario|is  forteif  &c«  amoontfid  tp,  445  .piej^es  of  ordnsuppe, 
making  the  total  numbtr  7 il5..  :.  < 

The  rapid,  progress  apd  >haf)^py,  result  of  these  suc*^ 
cessful  op^r^tioQ$;^ad  restored  (be  .  P^isbwab  to  his 
sovereigQ(..aatboi;ity  a);,  j^QOfiab,  !^d  cpme^ted  the; 
British  £^Uifince.  with  tb?it  princft;  b^d  secured  the 
suc<^ssionrof  the  legiti^nate  heir  of  the  Nizan^  to  the 
governn^^rit  of  his .  deceased  father ;  bad  protected 
the  British  interests  at  Hyderabad  from  injury,  and 
bad.Gpn&rw^d  the  stability  of  the  treaties  by  wjiich 
the  Fi:^.iicb  w,ere  expelled  from  the  Dekan  in  1798  ;, 
and  Anally  bad  delivered  .the  aged,  yoni^rable,  and 
unfortunate  emperor  of  Ilindustaiiy/thf  ^descendant 
of  along  line  of  Moguls,  from. misery  and. ignominy, 
ffoq[v  indigence  and  bondan^e^  and  from,  the  l^a^ds  of 
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theFrench^  who  had  acted  towards  him  with  their 
accustomed  insolence  and  barbarity, 

Nor  were  the  consequences  of  this  campaign  les^ 
important  in  a  general  political  view  ;  for  the  militarY 
gallantry  of  the  generals,  combined  with  the  admira- 
ble  and  exem^plary  conduct  of  the  officers  and  trpopa, 
coukl  not  fail  of  inspiring  both  friends  and  foes,  with 
^  general  sentiment  of  just  confidence  in  the  vigou)' 
of  our  military  resources,  in  the  stability  of  our 
dom^inions  and'  power,  iand  of  the  hopelessness  of 
dimiaishiiig  that  by  any  means  either  insidious  ax 
decidedly  noHtilej  In  short,  ^  the  Marquis  observed, 
our  uniform  success  in  frustrating  ev^ry  advantage 
ef  superior  numbers,  of  powerful  artillery*  ami  even 
of  obstiuat^  resistance  opposed  by  the  enemy,  must 
be  considered  as  constituting  a  s^itisfactory  proof  of 
the  e^tablis^hed  superiority  of  British  discipline,  skill, 
find  valours  and  as  demonstrating  that  the  glorious 
progress  of  our  arms,  wbere^ver  they  are  carried,  m 
not  the  accidental  result  of 'a  temporary  or  transient 
advantage,  but  the  natural  and  certain  effect  of  a  per* 
manent  cause.  ' 

In  the  month  of  February  1804,  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  Major-General  Wellesley's  army  agreed  to 
present  him  with  a  vase  of  gold,  worth  2000  guineas, 
of  superior  workmanship,  with  an  inscription  record* 
ing  the  battle  of  Assye,  that  event  $Q  decisive  of  tli^ 
campaigQ  in  the  Dekan.  The  committee  directed 
a  notification  of  this  intention  to  be  presen$ed  to  him, 
to  which  he  acceded,  with^ome  very  bancUome  comr 

Eliments  to  the  officers  and  army  ;  and  it  is  not  irre- 
jvant  to  mention  here  that  the  elegant  ofi'er  of  a  star 
of  St,  Patrick,  which  his  brother  the  marquis  Had 
with  so  much  propriety  declined  receiving  as  a  pr^ 
sent  from  the  army^  had  been  followed  up  by  thw 
star  being  actually  presented  to  him  by  the  India 
company  thomselves,  to  whom  the  army  hacd  trans- 
mitted the  star  itself,  with  a  request  that,  it  might 
be  so  appropriated  in  a  compliment  wlVich  did  honour 
7.  T  to 
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to  the  liberality  of  all  parties,  and  was  a  verj  hand- 
some  accompaniroent  to  their   grateful   grant  of  a 
liberal  pension  to  tb^  Governor-Cxeneral  for  a  term  Qi 
twenty  years. 
1^1  a  jor- General  Wellesley  having  proceeded  for  Bom-  - 
bay,  in  April  1804,  afterthe.rati6cationof  the  various 
treaties,  accompanied  by  the  ambassadors  from  Scin? 
diah,  also  by  some  of  the  native  chiefs,  he  was  received 
not  ohly  with  all  the  military  honours  due  to  bis  high 
station,  Imt  with  all  the  respect  which  the  inhabitants 
in  general  could  shew  him  for  his  eminent  services. 
Addresses  of  the  most  respectful  and  flattering  nature 
were  presented  to  him,  to  which  he  returned  modest 
answers,  attributing  all  his  success,  not  to  himself, 
but  to  his  gallant  troops,  and  to  the  exertions  of  the 
civil  government  in  co-operating  with  him.    Splendid 
fetes  were   given  by  the  Governor,  and  the  whole 
routine  of  public  dinners,  &c.  &c.  was  gone  through; 
and,  in  short,  nothing  omitted  which  could  testify  the 
high  sense  entertained  of  bis  merit,  by  all  ranks  and 
distinctions  in  the  settlement.     In  the.  address,  it  was 
very  justly  asserted  that  the  difficult  negotiations  which 
he  carried  on  with  two  hostile  powers^  when,  at  the 
sam%  moment,  his  attention  was  occupied  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  field,  did  the  greatest  honour  to  his  talents 
us  a  statesman,  and  displayed  a  happy  union  of  politi- 
cal skill,  and  of  military  science. 

The  general  repose  of  the  British  empire  in  India 
was  for  a  short  time  disturbed  by  the  hostile  conduct* 
of  Holkarj  who,  we  have  seen,  bad  been  formerly  in 
league  with  Scindiah  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 

The  conduct  of  this  chief,  however,  was  predatory 
in  the  extreme  ;  for  he  spared  neither  friends  nor  foes 
but  actually  made  ^n  attack  upon  Scindiah*s  fort  of 
Agimere,  during,  at  at  the  period  of,  the  negotiajtions . 
with  the  British. 

On  the  settlement  of  the  peace  with  Scindiah  and 
the  Berar  Rajah,  though  the  British  governmetit  saw 
the  futility  of  entering  into  alliance  with  Holkar,  yet 

it 
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it  was  still  an  object  of  policy  to  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 
lesley  to. keep  him  quiet  if  possible;  and  ai^  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  succession  between 
him  ^nd  his  brother,  it  was  proposed  to  conclude  an 
engag^ement  with  him,  agreeing  to  leave  him  in  the 
unmolested  exercise  of  his  authority ^  provided  that  he 
would  engage  to  abstain  from  any  abt  of  aggression 
agaiost  the  British  government  or  its  allies. 

After  considerable  delay  and  negotiation,  a  letter 
was  addressed  by  Holkar  to  General  Wellesley,  still 
t:ommanding  the  army  in  the  Dekan,  and  which  ap- 
peared to  be  Written  in  February  1804,  in  which  he 
demanded  the  cession  of  certain  districts  in  that  coun^ 
try,  as  the  price  of  peace,  and  added  that  in  the  event 
of  a  'war  taking  place,  although  he  might  be  unable  to 
oppose  the. British  in  the  field,  still  that  **  countries 
of  many  hundred  coss^  should  be  overrun,  and  plun- 
dered, and  burnt;  that  the  British  Commanderrin* 
Chief  should  not  have  leisure  to  breathe  for  a  moment ; 
and  that  calamities  would  fall  on  hundreds  of  thou* 
sands  of  human  beings  in  continual  war,  by  the  at* 
tacks  of  his  army  which  oyerwhelms  like  the  waves  of 
the  sea." 

£ven  this  insolent  lettier  did  not  make  any  impres* 
sion  on  the  moderation  of  the  British  government  $ 
but  it  was  at  length  found  absolutely  necesitary,  in  the 
month  of  April,  to  reduce  his  mischievous  power, 
which  seemed  solely  beut  on  disturbing  the  general 
tranquillity. 

The  operations  of  this  war,  however,  fell  principally 
on  General  Lake ;  and  the  army  in  the  ]>ekan,  under 
Major-General  Wellesley,  had  little  more  to  do  than 
to  undertake  the  reduction  of  the  strong  fortress  of 
Chandore,  whose  fall»  though  redounding  highly  to 
the  military  skill  of  the  General,  afibrds  no  remarkable 
features  for  our  present  biography. 

The  complete  destruction  of  Holkar's  force  soon 

t2  led 
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led  to  a  general  paeificatioti ;  and  the  Marqain  of 
Wellesley  having  cJetermined  to  give  up  the  govern* 
nient  of  India  and  return  to  England,  the  Mal^qais  of 
Comwalln  was  appointed  t6  sticceed  hitii,  and  etery 
preparation  made  for  the  departure  of  the  Governor- 
General  and  his  brother,  as  soon  as  the  Marquis  of 
Comwallis  should  arrive. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  (Sd  of  May  1804^) 
Major-General  Wdlesley  received  the  high  honour 
of  the  thanks  of  both  houses  for  hrs  gallant  and  judi- 
cious services;  and  about  the' same  period  a  very 
htitndsoflie  sword,  of  the  value  of  1000  guineas,  was 
presented  to  him  at  Calcutta.  The  feelings  of  the 
natives  of  India  towards  the  Major-General  may  be 
drawn  from  an  address  presented  to  him  in  the  month 
of  July  1804  by  the  inhabitants  of  Serinl^patahi,  irt 
which  they  decfare  that  they  had  reposed  lor  five  years 
under  the  shadow  of  his  auspicious  protectioti  :  that 
they  had  felt,  even  during  his  absence,  in  the  midst  of 
battle  and  of  victory,  that  his  care  for  their'  prospe- 
rity had  been  extended  to  them  in  as  ample  a  manner 
as  if  no  other  object  had  otcopied  his  mind  ;  and  that 
they  were  preparing,  in  their  severalcasts,  the  duties 
of  thanksgiving  and  of  sacrifice  to  the  preserving 
God,  who  had  brought  hitn  back  in  safety*  and 
they  concluded  with  this  remarkabTe  and  memo- 
rable prayer—"  and  when  greater  affairs  shall  call 
you  from  us>  may  the  God  of  ail  casts  and  all  na- 
tions deign  to  hear  with  favour  our  humble  and  con- 
sitant  prayers  for  your  health,  yodr  glory,  and  your 
happiness  !" 

On  th6  1st  of  September  1804,  the  gallant  subject 
of  our  biography  was  elected  a  Knight  Companion 
of  thie  most  honourable  Order  of  the  Bath ;  from  which 
f  Briod  we  most  speak  of  him  as  the  HonoOrable  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley. 

Preparing,  in  March  ]i805,  to  return  to  Bngtabd, 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  retdved  the  most  flattering 

and 
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Song  of  gratitude. 


and  respectful  addresses  from  all  quarters;*  from  the 
army,  from  the  garrison  of  Seriugapatam,  and  from 
the  native  inhabitants  of  that  city;  to  all  which  he 
returned  answers  highly  expresstve  of  his  gratitude 
for  theirgo<)d  wishes,  as  well  as  to  his  own  regiment, 
the  SSd^  who  from  their  headquarters  at  Ydlure  tes- 
tified their  grateful  feelings  fur  his  unremitted  atten- 
tion to  their  happiness  and  welfai'e,  during  a  period  of 
twelve  years  Jhat  he  had  been  their  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel. He  shortly  after  proceeded  for  £Agiand)  timU 
late  in  1805,  arrivetf  once  more  in  his  native  country^ 


*  On  the  5th  of  March,  be  was  particularl^t  honoured  by  a  gtand 
^nner,  given  by  the  odicers  €>f  tlie  garrison  of  Madras,  to  which  the 
Governor  and  every  peisoii  of  distincti<w\v«re  invited.  After  ^iinner 
the  following  s<>hg»  cotnpfosed  fo^  the  occasion,  was  siin'g  in  full  choral 
fo  the  tune  of  the  "British  Grenadiers :" 

Begin  the  song  of  triumph,  resound  the  marshal  strain  ! 
To  Britain's  shores  returning,  brave  Wellesley  quits  the  pl^in! 
Where  victory  exuking^  h«r  conqu'ring  tiag  still  rears. 
And  led  to  glory,  or  to  deMy,  her  BridsJi  Grenadiers  I 

Our  enemies  reviving,  rejoice  in  his  return; 

But^soon  shall  fade  the  flatt'ring  hopes  that  in  their  bosoots  burn  j 

For  from  his  .great  example,  fresh  heroes  still  shall  rise. 

Nor  e'er  the  sun  Of  conquest  set  in  these  u  jkclouded  skies ! 

We  mourn  the  gallant  soldier,  that  for  his  country  bjeecls^ 
But  to- the  painful  sacrifice  a  lasting  calm  succeeds; 
And  thoiigh  the  transient  storm  of  war  obscures  the  rising  daf? 
The  star  of  peace  shall  brighter  shine^  that  gilds  its  evening  ray. 

Thien  Wellesley,  though  retiring  from  yon  cnsarigoin'd  field, 
Wbere  Mars,  thy  might  •extendii^g,  madfc'Scindiah's  Regions  yield ^^ 
Yet^  shall  a  livelier  joy  be  thhie,.  whcB^  with  protecting  care» 
Plenty  and  liberty  have  spread  th^ir  mingled  blessings  there. 

Then  sing  thcsong  of  irilimph,  once  rtiOre  the  marshal  strain. 
To  Britain's  slkines  retuvAing,  brave  Wellesley^  qutts  the  plain/ 
A  little  time  the  conqnbror  for  Ml  his  toik  repays. 
It  gives  faim  ail  a  sQldhcr  asks^his  King  and  Couatry's  praise. 

Section 
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SECTION.  IV. 


Pretirainary  observations— Expedition  'o  Hanover— AUoick  on  the  Mar- 

2tM  of  Welieslcy  by  Mc.  Paull-* Marriage  of  Sir  Arthur  VVellcsley— 
knralosical  anecttoles  uf  the  Longford  family  — Parliamentary  con- 
fiuct  of  9ir  Arthur  in  vindication  of  the   Murquis— Elucidation  on  In* 
Hian  politics — Speech  on  the  financial  alfain  of  India — ^Appointed 
Chief  Secretary  for    Ireland---»Official   and  parliamentary    duties- 
War  with  Denmark— Policy  of  France  towards  that  country — Expe- 
dition prepared  for  Copenhagen—  Sails  for  the  Sound— Arrival  at  Co- 
penhagen ~  Landing  of  the  army— Proclamation  by  the  Commander* 
•   in-Ciiieff  commencement  and  operations  of  the  siese  of  Copeohaii^n 
.  — Danish  army  formed  in  the  Interior— Sir  Arthur  WelieUey  detached 
,witb  a  separate  coitimand-^Operatlons  of  bis  army — Battle  of  Kioge— 
Defeat  of  the  enemy— ^Copenhagen  bombarded— Capitulation— Gene- 
.  ^ous  and  prudent  conduct  of  the  conquerors— Fl^t  and  arsenals  tak^en 

EKsession  of— Military  anecdotes  of  the  siege,  &c.-^Hetnm  to  Eng- 
nd-* Thanks  of  both  houses,  to  the  officers  employed'-' Modest  elo- 
quence of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley— Speeches  of  political  conduct  of 
Arthur  respecting  Ireland^  &c.  &c.  &c. 


XN  the  latter  end  of  180e5,  Great  Britain  having 
.  agreed  to  a  partial  support  of  her  friends  on  the  con- 
tinent, a  considerable  force  was  accordingly  embark- 
ed atRamsgate;  consisting  of  the  Geroian  Hano- 
verian legion,  near  8000  strong,  the  brigade  of  the 
Ck>ldstreani  guards^  and  other  regiments,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  about  13,000  men ;  and  having  sailed 
on  the  4th  of  November,  from  the  Downs,  under  the 
command  of  General  Don,  with  a  fair  wind,  they 
reached  the  Weser  river  on  the  20th,  and  landed  at 
Brettien,  where  they  were  welcomed  by  the  inhabitants 
with  every  mark  of  kindness;  and  a  proclamation  in 
the  name  of  his  Majesty  to  his  Hanoverian  subjects 
was  immediately  issued.  On  the  17th  of  December 
9  Lord 
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Anecdotes  of  tiie  Cathcart  famiiy.^ 


Lord  Cathcart^  arrived  there  from  fingland  and  took 
the  command  of  the  British  army,  then  quartered  in 
firemen^  aYid  m  Hanover;  and  at  this  period  Sir  Ar« 
thur  Wellesley,  having  been  placed  upon  the  stafl^ 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  brigade. 

The  circumstances  of  the  time  prevented  4his  small 
force  fi'om  accomplishing  any  thing;  ^nd  accordingly 
they  soon  -  after  returned  from  the  continent,  landing 
at  Yarmouth  in  February  1806. 

AiJter  ^is  return  from  Hanover^  Sir  Arthur  Welles** 

ley 
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^  Lord  Cathcart  is  descended  from  a  family  in  wliick  miUtary  glory 
may. be  considered  as  a  part  of  its  inheritance.  In  latter  times  bit 
gtandfather  was  Commander-in-Ciiief  of  tbe  land  forces,  sent  oat  wltU 
Adoriral  Vernon  toth^  attack  of  Carthagena;  but  died  before  the  cap* 
ture,  under  the  ^ery  wall«  of  that  fortress,  in  1740. 

His  father,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  was  employed  in  the  active 
exercise  of  the  military  profession.  He  was  wounded  in  the  cheek  at 
the  memorable  battle  of  Fontenoy  ;  and  was  afterwards  compelled  to  . 
wear  a  patch  to  conceal  the  wound.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  was 
fitandiDg  by  his  side  when  the  bail  struck  him  ;  and  the  traditionary 
memorials  of  the  family  record  the  bri^f  soldierlike  words,  in  which 
the  Duke  noticed  it,  •'  Cathcart!  they  have  marked  you.'* 

In  the  battle  of  Colloden,  he  again  fought  by  the'stde  of  his  Royat 
Highness;  and  indeed,  both  lie  himself,  and  his  son,  the  present  Vis« 
count,  «eem^  to  have  been  always  personally  attached  to  the  Royal 
fajnily. 

The  present  noble  Viscount,  though  originally  a  Scottish  Peer,  was 
bom  at  Pelersham  in  1753 ;  was  educated  at  home  under  a  private 
tutor,  and  afterwards  sent  to  Edinburgh,  to  study  the  Scottish  law;  but 
in  177  f  may  be  S9id  to  have  embarked  in  public  lifej,  by  accompanying 
his  father  on  his  mission  to  the  court  of  Petersburg!],  though  not  be* 
fore  he  had  acquired  an  extraordinary  fund  both  of  legal  and  historic 
cal  information. 

On  succ^ing  to  his  father's  tiUe  in  1776,  Lord  Cathcart  entered 
the  army  ;  and,  having  raised  a  regiment,  went  to  America,  where  he 
served  the  greatest  part  of  the  war,  and  there  married  the  daughter  of 
Lord  Minto. 

When  Lord  Cathcart  returned  to  England,  he  was  favourably  re- 
•ceived  at  court*  and  continued  to  rise,  not  only  in  the  army,  but  in 
public  estimatipn;  and  it  h  perhaps  not  IHs  least  praise,  that  his  virtue 
and  self  denial  then  enabled  him  to  overcome  the  pernicious  habit  of 
gar;;;ng,  which  was  too  much  fostered  among  our  officers  during  the 
American  war.  In  fact,  his  private  and  domestic  character  now  throw 
a  lustre;  oil.  his  military  reputation* j 
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ley  for  a  nhort  pefiod  had  a  ooaiooand  upoo  one  o£ 
the  coatit  districts;  and  Iheti  bis  discipliae  and  Yna* 
nagenient  were  as  creditable  Jo  bU  military  character 
as  a  tactician,  as  his  general  deportment  towards  the 
officers  under  his  command  was  to  his  reputation  as  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman. 

On  the  death  of  the  Mafquis  of  Cornwallis^  theit 
Colonel  of  the  BSd  regiment.  Sir  Artbor  WeUesley 
was  named  to  succeed  him,  having  been  its  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  thirteen  years,  and  present  with  it  for  almost 
the  whole  of  that  time,  during  a  period  of  active  ser- 
vice. 

We  have  now  seen  Sir  Arthur  Weflesley  in  the 
characters  of  a  military  Chief,  and  of  an  able  Diplo- 
matist; a  new  scene,  however,  now  opened  to  him  as 
9  politician,  he  having  taken  bis  seat  in  the  Ifouse 
of  Commons  for  Newport  in  Hants,  in  which  sitoa*- 
tfon  he  shewed  equal  abilities  as  in  the  field,  particu- 
larly in  the  defence  of  his  brother  from  the  attacks  of 
some  disappointed  partizaos. 

To  trace  him  through  all  bis  senaterial  services 
would,  indeed,  far  exceed  our  limits  ;  we  must,  not- 
withstanding, notice  the  first  important  display  of  bis 
OTittorical  powers,  when  called  on  to  his  brother's  via*- 
Rication,  both  as  a  matter  of  public  duty  and  of  pri- 
vate friendship. 

Previous'  to  this,  however^  a  slight  retrospect  in 
fiece8sa,ry. 

When  Mr.  Paull  came  forward  in  the  Hoose  of 
Commons,  as  the  accuser  of  the  Marquis  of  Welles- 
ley,  ial805,  and  had  obtained  orders  for  the  produc- 
tion of  various  papers  to  substantiate  his  charges,  the 
absurdity  of  such  an  obscure  individual  bringing  for- 
ward a  measure  of  such  apparent  importance  would 
have  bad  no  'other  ^ect  than  ejichibiting,  in  a  more 
glowing  light,  the  brilliancy  of  the  6overnor<»Gene- 
ral's  administration,  had  not  the  eagerness  of  p^rty 
gladly  seized  upon  it  as  food  for  raocorous  debate 
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and  freqaent  vt^ilftil  misrepresentation^^  Stimulated, 
however,  by  purposes,  which  afterwards  appeared 
not  to  be  of  the  mo$t  honourable  kind,  he  continued 
in  the  ensuing  year,  180ft,  to  urge  his  accusation,  cer- 
tainly with  unabated  constancy  and  perseverance. 
Unluckily  fof  him,  amongnthis  other  deficiencies,  he 
-wanted  judgment,  temper,  and  discretion  ;  and  though 
the  want  oT  these  qualifications  is  often  useful  to  a 
man  whose  object  is  merely  to  gain  the  applause  of  a 
mob,  yet  it  will  ultimately  tend  to  his  defeat  in  Uie 
opinions  of  the  thinking  and  judiciou3. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  being  now  in  the  senate,  took 
freqaent  opportunities  of  vindicating  the  character  of 
his  brother  from  the  wild  and  unfounded  aspersions 
thrown  upon  it  ;  and  his  eloquence  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject  were  irresistible  on  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  not  warped  by  party  or  by 
prejudice. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  question  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1806  5  early  in  which  year,  after  a  life-of 
such  activity,  he  now  sought  for  the  calm  delights  of 
domei^tic,  happiness^  and  was  married  to  the  Honour- 
able Miss  Elizabeth  Pakenham,  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Longford,  to  whom  he  was  united  on  the  10th 
of  April  1806  ;t  but  his  talents  were  not  permitted 
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*'The  priDC>pal  of  these  charges  were  for  having  applied  one  and  a 
half  million  for  purposes  not  sanctioned- by  the  Company  ;  and  for  hav- 
ing expended  S25jOQOL  per  annum  illegally,  to  purposes  of  ostentation 
and  splendid  profusion,  in  bis  olBctal  establishment,  which  ought  to 
have  come  out  of  his  own  salary.    ' 

f  This  very  aacient  xioble  family  is  originally  of  Saxon  descent  i 
and  \ve  find  tb^t  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Sir  Lawrence  Pakenham , 
Knt.  married  Eli^beth,  second  sister  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas  £n« 
-gaine.  Baron  of  Blatherwick,  in  Northamptonshire.  From  him  de- 
scended Sir  John  -  and  Sir  Hugh  Pakenham,  brothers^  in  the  reign  of  • 
Henry  VIIL  and  the  consequence  of  the  family  may  be  drawn  fronji 
the  fact  that  Sir  John,  the  eldest,  was  possessed  of  the  manor  of  Lord- 
.ington  in  Sussex  ;  and  his  only  daughter  and  heiress,  Constance,  was 
mari'ied  ta  Sir  GeoiTry  de.la  Pole,  Knt.  second  son  of  Sir  J^ichard  de 
la  Pole  and  Margaret  PLantagenet,  only  daughter  of  George  •  Duke  of 

Clarence^  brother  of  King  Edward  IV, 

Sir 


154  WFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


Pakenham  genealogy. 


to  sink  into  oblivion,  as  we  Bnd  him  a  very  few  days 
after  in  bis  place  in  tbe  House,  attending  to  the' 
charges  ^al ready  brought  forward  against  the  Mar- 
quis, Sir  Arthur  interfered  but  slightly  until  the  22d 
of  April,  and  then  though  he  did  not  rise  to  object  to 
the  printing  of  the  first  charge,  thougfi  brought^  for- 
ward in  a  most  unparliantientary  way   by  Mr.  Paull, 

,  .  '     nor 

Sir  Johti,  the  youngest,  was  lord  of  the  inanor  of  Norihwitham  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  left  issue  a  son  John,  and  a  daughter  Anne^  who  was 
married,  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  W^illiaiT)  Sidney,  (first  tii- 
tor,  and  then  Chamberlain  and  Steward  of  the  Housekold,  to  Kio^  Ed- 
ward VI.)  by  whom  she  was  mother  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  afterwards 
Lord  Deputy  of  IreJand.  These  marriages  are  sufficient  proof  of  the 
early  importance  of  the  family.  John  J^akenham,  already  spoken  of,* 
had  issue  only  one  son  "Robert ;  and  he  must  have  died  about  the  close 
of  Edv\ard'8  reign,  for  we  find  that  in  the  first  year  of  Queen  Mary 
that  princess  granted  the,  wardship  and  marriage  of  hia  son  to  Sir 
Henry  Sidney: 

Kobert  left  an  only  son,  Hugh,  who  having  no  less  than  eighteen., 
children,  all  males,  three  of  them   wentover  to  Ireland,  as  officers  of 
the  army  in  1^42,  serving  in  the  troops  sent  to  suppress  the  unhappy 
•rebeilioi  which  then  t'aged  in  that  country. 

The  eldest  of  these  three  was  Heijry,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  fa- 
mily, who  had  for  his  services  a  grant  of  the  lands  of  Tullinally,  now 
better  known  by  the  name  of  Pakenham  Hall,  in  the  country  of  West- 
meath ;  which  are  still  in  possession  of  Che  faipily.  He  seems  to  have 
been  considerable  consequence  ix)  that  part  of  the  country,  and  was  . 
elected  Member  of  Parliament  Tor  Cavan,  in  the  couAtry  of  Meath^  af- 
ter the  Kestoration.  '  , 

His  son.  Sit  Thomas  Pakenham,  Knt.  was  Prime  Serjeant  to  his  Mar 
jesty  in  Ireland.      He  died  In  1709,  and  wa^  succeede<^  by  his  son  Ed- 
ward, who  satin  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Westn^aath,  during  great 
part  of  the  reign  of  George  I.      His  eldest  son  Thomas  also  sat  in 
Parliament  for  the  town  of  Longibrd,  and  in  1756  was  called  up  to  the 
ft&useof  Peers  as  Raron  Longford.     He  married  £lizabt>th>  heiress  of 
Michdvl  CvifTee,  Esq.  of  Ballinrobe,  in  the  County  of  Mayo,  and  bad 
a  son,   Edward  Michael,  the  second   Lord.     Lady  Longford    being 
grAnd  niece  of   the    last  Earl  of  Longford,    she  was   on   the  5th  of 
July    1775,  created  Countess  of  Longford,   with  remainder  Id  b^r  son 
Edward  ;  but  he,  though  Baroii   Longford,  never  inherited  the  JEarl- 
domfd}ing  before  bis  mother.     He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Hercules  Langford  Ro^^ey,  Esq.  by  the  late  Viscountess  Langford,  and 
had  a  numerous- family,  ronsisring  of  the  pr^seht  Earl  ;   Edward  Ml*    - 
cbael,  now  a  Major-General,  and  serving  with  bis  illqstrioui   brother- 
in-law  ;  Wtiliamf  a  Captain  in  the  navy^  unhappily  wrecked  in  ihj^ 
Saidanha  frigate ;  apd,  amoo|;st  other  daughters,  Elizabeth^  :(Hic 
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nor  to  the  appointing  a  day  for  considering  it,  he 
could  not  help 'saying*  a  few  words  uprtn  the  manner 
in  which  the  noble  Marquis,  who,  was  the  object  of 
that  charge  had  been  frequently  held  up  as  a  public 
delinquent.  The  House  would  recollect  how  often 
that  noble  Marquis  had  been  thanked  by  the  House, 
and  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  those  very  niea* 
sures  many  of  which  were  now  bf ought  forward  as 
matters  of  charge.  He  argoed  that  the.  accuser  had 
not  laid  any  ground  for  his  charge,  much  less  had  he 
produced  any  evidence  in  support  of  it.  The  service 
in  which  he  ha^.  himself  been  employed  enabled 
him  to  speak  to  some  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
charge  :  and  he  could  say. there  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  some  of  them.  With  respect  to  others, 
they  were  either  totally  misrepresented  or  mistated, 
and  as  devoid  of  truth  and  justice.  It  vv<^s  true  that 
an  Indian  Director  had  said  that  he  had  in  bis  pockeit 
a  paper  which  would  prove  niany  of  them.  If  so, 
why  did  he  not  move  for  the  production  of  that  pa- 
per ?  If  the  honourable  gentlemen  had  reailly  any 
auch  paper  in  his  pocket,  and  could  produce  it,  he 
was  ready  to  meet  it.  The  honourable  Director  had 
stated,  that  the  letter  which  ^ had  been  previously, 
moved  for  contained  proofs  of  many  of  the  accusa- 
tory statements ;  but  tnis  he  begged  to  dispute.  The 
letter  contained  no  such  proofs.  It  might,  indeed^ 
contain  references  to  documents  relating  to  the  alle^^ 
gations  in  tt)e  charge,  but  that  he  would  not  amount  to 
a  prbof.  He  confessed  that  he  could  easily  conceive 
the  delicacy  of  situation  into  which  th^  House  had 
been  brought  by  the  course  that  had  been  adopited. 
He  could  conceive  that  it  might  be  a  question  with 
the  Hpuse^  whether  in  justice  it  copld  receive  a 
charg^e,  without  any  proof  being  offered  in  support 
of  it.  He  felt  it  also  due  to  justice  that  some  inquiry 
should  be  made.  On  this  ground  it  was  that  he  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secre-r 
tary  (Mr.  Fox)  to  adjourn  the  consideration  of  the 
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subject ;  he  did  not  wish  to  express  the  House  to  any 
precipate  judgment,  but  he  hoped  they  would  con- 
sider the  feelings  of  his  noble  relative  and  come  to 
such  decision  as  would  lead  to  speedy  and  full  dis«- 
cussion  of  the  whole  case. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  when  the  adjourned  debate 
was  resumed,  and  Mr.  Paul),  complaining  of  want 
of  papers,  wished  to  induce  the  House  .to  adopt  the 
charges  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  whatever.  Sir, 
Arthur  Wellesley  said,  that  he  belived  the  practice 
of  Parliament  in  such  cases  had  been-,  already  shewn 
to  be,  that  the  evidence  should  generally,  if  not  al- 
ways, precede  the  charges,  and  that  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  deviating  from  that  rule  on  the .  present 
occasion ;  though  he  admitted  at  the  sam^  time  that 
every  case  ought  to  stand  on  its  own  individual  me- 
rits. The  charge,  he  said,  as  brought  against  his  . 
noble  relative,  was  for  squandering  the  money  of  the 
India  XI!ompany  in  |[unnecessary  purposes  of  personal 
splendor  ;  but  the  papers  hitherto  produced  applied  to 
charge  $  of  which  no  notice  had  as  yet  been  given. 

He  then  adverted  to  a  paltry  attempt  which  had 
been  made  to  prejudice  the  House  and  the  public  at 
large  against  himself,  by  stating  that  he  was  impli- 
cated in  some  of  the'  proceedings  ;  but  to  this  hh 
short  reply  was,  that  what  he  did  in  India  was  in  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  he  had  received  :  and  for  the 
manner  of  that  obedience  and  its  immediate  result, 
he  was  ready  to  answer  either  to  that  House,  or  to 
an^  other  tribunal  in  the  realm, 

On  a  subsequent  occassion,  on  the  8th  of  May,  he 
again  came  forward,  and  declared,  that  the  mbre 
speedily  the  charges  against  the  Marquis  could  be 
put  at  issue,  and  the  more  expeditious  the  mode  by^ 
which  the  matter  could  be  brought  to  its  final  deci- 
sion,, the  more  satisfactory  it  would  be  tp  the  Mar- 
quis and  to  all  his  friends  ;  and  this  he  did  in  I'^ply  to 
some  .charges  of  a  wish  to  procrastinate  the  enquiry, 
when,  in  fact,  Mr.  Paul!  and  his  party  were  actually . 
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calling  upon  the  HoCise  for  a  decision,  before  even  the 
papers  which  they  themselves  had  moved  for  had 
been  brought  up.  It  is  impossible  to  foUov^  the  long, 
frequent,  and  very  interesting,  debates  on  this  sub- 
ject; but  we  cannot  pass  over  the  spirited  vindica* 
tion  of  his  brother/from  a  charge  of  murder  brbught 
forward  by  Mr.  Paullf  .without  any  shadow  of  proof 
whatever;  and  which,  indeed,  he  only  noticed  in 
order  that  a  charge  of  so  foul  and  atrocious  a  nature 
should  not  go  forth  unexplained,  or  remain  as  a  stain 
upon  the  character  of  the  Marquis,  without  having 
the  circumstances,  on  which  it  was  fabricated,  in 
a  proper  point  of  view. .  He  explained,  that  the  Ze* 
mifidars  of  the  country  ceded. to  the  Company,  in* 
stead  of  paying  their  tribute,  or  rents,  in  a  regular 
manner,  bad  combined  to  resist  the  usual  law  and 
custom  of  the  country>  bad  in  fact  taken  up  arms 
and  retired  to  their  forts ;  and  that  it  was  therefore 
necessary,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  and  as  an  example 
also  that  they  should  be  reduced  to  obedience  by 
force.  In  fact,  so  obstinate,,  and  so  powerful,  were 
they,  that  it  required. the  whole  of  the  Bengal,  army, 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  their  heac^  to  effect 
this  service.  They  were,  therefore,  attacked  in  their 
forts ;  and  in  the  coarse  of  their  obstinate  resistance 
some  persons  fell,  and  some, blood  was  spilt;,  but  this 
was  what  the  accuser  had  designated  as  a  murder,  al<» 
though  it  was  completely  an  act  of  public  power,  done 
JQ  support  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  like  what 
would  have  been  done  against  any  class  of  Brit:alt 
subjects  in  resistance  to  laws  passed  by  that  House  ; 
anil  the  House  itself  would  therefore  judge  how  far  it 
was  just  fo  designate  such  a  measure  by  the  epithet  of 
murder. 

On  the  10th  of  July  1806,  in  defence  of  his>  bro-^ 
iher  he  made  a  most  eloquent  and  highly  impressive 
speech,  ^q  the  financial  affairs  of  India,  in  which  he 
prov^tlmtthe  revenuesof  that  country  Bad  increas-t 
ed  beklMtn  siJK  and  seveo  millions  per  annum  during  < 

his 
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his  brother's  administration :  and  that,  during  that  pe« 
.  iriody  in  con^tequence  of  his  arrangements,  the  com- 
merce of  India  had  become  capable  itself  of  supplying 
Che  demand  for  boillion  in  the  China  market,  so  as  to 
have  placed  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  and  of  the 
public  at  large,  upon  a  footing  hitherto  unknown. 

In  the  early  part  of  1807,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
was  appointed  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  under  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  and  on  the  8th  of 
April  1807,  vvas  sworn  in  a  member  of  the  BritisK 
Priry  Council  in  consequence  of  that  political  office. 

During  the  subsequent  months  he  was  sometimes 
resident  in  Ireland,  attending  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  4ind  at  others  fulfilling  bis  duty  in  the  United 
Parliament. 

In  the  pursuance  of  these  official  duties^  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  on  the  9th  of  July  brought  in  a  BM  to  pre- 
vent more  effectually  insurrections  and  disturbances  in 
Ireland ;  another  object-of  the  Bill  wfts  also  to  prevent 
improper  persons  having  arms ;  and  the  whole  Was  to 
be  enforced  by  obliging  all  persons  to  register  their 
arms,  and  by  establishing  some  very  strong  measures 
against  the  manufacturing  of  pikes. 

On  this  question  a  great  deal  of  accusation  and  re« 
crimination  took  place,  and  much  was  said  of  the  re- 
vival of  religious  animosities;  however,  themeasiire 
was  at  length  carried  through  its  various  forms. 

At  this  period  the  attempts  of  Buonaparte^  to  shot- 
the  Baltic  against  English  commerce  were  nearly  ' 
siltcessful,  and  his  plans  of  seizing  the  Danish  navy  for 
the  purpose  of  the  invasion  of  these  countries  was  well 
known  to  government;  a  fact  which,  though  denied 
by  many  at  the  time,  has  since  been  fully  proved  by 
his  own  state  papers.  Little,  indeed,  was  now  want- 
ing to  the  completion  of  his  plan  but  the  consent  of 
Denmark ;  she  opposed,  however,  but  a  feeble  ob- 
stacle to  his  ambition,  and  he  proceeded  by  threats 
and  negociatidns  to  prepare  her  for  his  views^  whilst 
his  army  on  the   borders  of  Hol^tein   was  ready  to 

take 


M^'RQUIS  OF  WELUNGTOK.  iflg 


Expedition  to  Copenhagen. 


take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that  might   offer 
for  a  sudden  irruption  into  that  country. 

The  British  government  having  kept  an  attentive 
eye  upon  these  transactions,  deterniihed  to  friistrate 
them  by  sending  to  sea  a  powerful  military  and  naval 
armament,  consisting  of'  about  twenty-seven  sail  of 
he  lin<?,  with  2Q,000  men  |  and  such  had  been  the  se« 
crecy  attending  the  whole  preparation  of  this  expedi- 
tion, that  it  was  at  sea  before  either  its  destination  or 
its  force  was  known  to  the-public. 

The  command  of  the*  troops  was  given  to  Lprd 
Cathcart,  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  ^iccompanied  him 
pn  the  service ;  and  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition 
was  under  the  command  of  Admiral  (now  Lord)  Gam« . 
bier,  assisted  by  other  gallant  oflicers. 

On  proceeding  to  sea  one  division  of  the  fleet,  un- 
der the  immediate  superintendence  of  Commodore* 
(now  Sir  Richard)  Keats,  was  detached  to  the  Great 
Belt,  with  instructions  to  allow  no  military  force  of 
any  description  to  etitet  the  island  of  Zealand;  and 
this  enterprising^  yet  prudent  officer  having  conduct-, 
ed  his  squadron  through  an  intricate  and  difficult  na- 
vigation, stationed  his  vessels  in  such  a  manner  as  com- 
pletely to  fulfil  the  orders  entrusted  to  him.  The  Bri- 
tish army  was  conducted  by,  the  main  body  of  tlie  fleet 
to  the  Sound,  when  the  operations  commenced  with 
the  greatest  vigour. 

A  proclamation  was  immediately  issued  by  the 
Conimander-ifi'Chief,  declaring  the  circumstancei^ 
undex  which  they  were  obliged  to  proceed  to  this  de- 
barkation ;  that  the  deposit  of  the  Danish  ships  of  the 
line  was  the  sole  object  of  their  enterprise,  which 
was  undertaken  in  self-defence,  merely  to  prevent 
those  V.  ho  had  so  long  disturbed  Europe,  from  direct^ 
ing  against  Grea$  Britain  the  resources  of  Denmark 
that  the  most  solemn  pledge  had  been  given,  and  was 
now  renewed,  that  if  the  demand  should  be  aceeded 
to,  every  ship  should  be  restored  in  the  same  condition 
M  when    delivered  up;  that  Zealand  sbpuld  be  treatr 
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ed  by  th^  British  forces,  while  on  shore,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  a  province  of  the  most  friendly  power  of 
Great  Britain  ;  the  strictest  discipline  being  observed, 
and  persons  and  property  held  most  scrnpuloasly  sa- 
cred ;  that  the  innocent  blood  which  must  be  shed, 
and  the  horrors  of  a  besieged  and  bombarded  capi- 
ta), mhst  fall  on  those  only  who  advised  resistance  to 
a  measure  thus  dictated  by  imperious  circumstances, 
and  that  the  Commanders«in -Chief  were  still  anxions 
to  proceed  with  reason  and  moderation,  if  the  Danish 
gbyernment  were  inclined  to  come  to  an  amicabb 
arrangement. 

)  On  the  18th  of  August  1807,  the  reserve  of  the 
army  landed  at  five  in  the  niorning  with  the  ord- 
nance of  a  light  brigade,  and  occupied  tiie  heights  of 
Hellerup,  before  Copenhagen ;  and  in  the  course, of 
the  day  additional  troops  were  landed.  A  flag  of 
truce  was  then  received  from  Major- General  Pey- 
man,  Commander-in-Chief  in  Copenhagen,  request- 
ing passports  lor  the  two  Princesses  of  Denmark, 
neices  of  his  Danish  Majesty,  to  leave  Copenhagen, 
which  were  granted  ;  and  in  the  *  evening  the  army 
marched  by  their  left  in  three  columns  and  lay  upon 
their  arms  ih  advance.  At  day-break  the  whple  ar- 
my marched  in  three  columns  to  invest  the  town  and 
ev^ry  arrangement  was  made  for  that  purpose  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  About  noon  ko^tilities  actually 
commenced  by  the  picquels.  towards  the  left  being  at- 
tacked, whilst  the  Danish  gun- boats  rowing  out  ot 
the  harbour  capnonaded  the  left  of  the  line  with  grape 
and  round  shot. 

The  picquets  soon  drove  in  and  pursued  the  ene- 
my, and  resumed  tl^ir  posts,  being  supported  by  ths 
advance  of  part  of  the  line;  and  the  British  gun- 
brigs  and  bombs,  having  been  towed  as  near  the  har- 
bour as  they  could  be,  opened  a  fire,  though  at  a  con- 
siderable distance,  uponthe  Danish  gun-boats  forcings 
them,  after  a  long  ^d  heavy  cannoDade,  to  retire  into 
thg  harbour. 

Oa 
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On  the  succeeding  day  (the  18tb)  the  attack  of 
the  gun-boats  were  renewed  upon  the  light  British 
vessels  in  advance ;  but  a  brigade  of  artillery  on 
shore  being  brought <  to  infilade  them,  they  were 
forced  to  retire, ^as  well  as  part  of  the  garrison  which 
had  come  out  in  advance  upon  the  road«  In  the 
course  of  the  day  the  engineering  and  entrenching 
tools  were  landed,  and  every  thing  was  prepared  for 
commencing  the  siege  in  form.  -        ^ 

At  three  in  the  mprning  of  the  24th,  the  army  was 
under  arms ;  the  centre  advanced  its  position  to  the 
height  near  the  road  which  runs  in  a  direction  parallel 
to  the  "defences  of  Copenhagen,  on  to  Fredericsburg, 
occupying  that  road,  and  some  parts  beyond  it.  TlTe 
guards  at  the  same  time  occupied  the  suburbs  on  that 
side,  flanked  by  a  detachment  of  the  79th;  and  there 
they  dislodged  a  picquet  of  the  enemy  who  in  their 
retreat  concealed  thirteen  three  pounders  which  were 
afterwards  found. 

Alllhe  picquets  of  the  garrison  now  fell  back  to  , 
^he  lake  or  inundations  in  front  of  the  place,  the  Bri- 
tish picquets  occupying  their  ground  i  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  garrison  having  shewed  itself  on  all  the 
avenues  leading  from  the  town,  as  if  with  a  design 
either  to  discover  ground  or  to  burn  the  suburbs,  the 
different  corps  in  advance  drove  them  in  on  all  sides, 
and  at  the  same  time  seized  all  the  suburbs,  on  the 
north  bank  of  .the  lakes,  some  of  which '  were  only 
400  yard;*  distanl;  from  the  ramparts. 

In  this  affair  Sir  Arthur  was  engaged  with  this  di- 
vision,, and  General  Sir  David  Baird^s  division 
turned,  and  carried  a  redoubt  which  the  enemy  had 
been  some  days  constructing,  and  which  was  that 
night  converted  into  a  work  against  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  Danes  set  fire 
to  the  end  of  the  suburb  nearest  to*  Copenhagen, 
the  upper  part  of  which  was  occupied  by  the  guards, 
4niLwas  now  defended  by  them  ;  and  this  was  of  lit- 
tle avaiU  for.  in  consiequence  of  ihe  general  success 
7.  X  along 
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aloi>^  the  whole  line,  the  works  which  had  been  in« 
tendedy  and  indeed  begun,  by  the  British  army,  were, 
abandoned^and  a  new  lineef  aitack  wastakeo,  t¥ith^ 
in  about  800  yards  of  the  main  body  of  the  place, 
and  even  nearer  to  it  on  the  flanks. 

On  the  25th,  ttie  cannonade  was  briskly  kept  up 
on  both  sides ;  and  on  the  26th  it  being  understood 
that  the  Danish  General^  Castenschiold,  bad  formed 
on  arn>y  in  the  interior  of  the  island  consistiiig  of 
Uiree  or  four  battalions  of  disciplined  troops,  be- 
sides 'a  nuBiber  of  armed  peasantry,  it  was  judg^ed 
necessary  to  disperse  this  force  ;  and  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  was  dii»patcbed  for  that  purpose,  having 
with  him  Itbe  reserveof  the  army,  eight  squadrons  of 
cavalry  ^and  horse  artillery,  under  Major«>Greneni]r 
Linsingen,  the  6th  battalion  of  the  line,  Kitlg's  Get* 
Baan  legion,  and  a  light  brigade  of  artillery.  Hii 
marched  to  Roskild  Kroe,*  and  on  tho'  27th  aid* 
vanced  in  twe  divisions  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front 
and  rear  at  Koenerup ;  buC  findin]g^  that  Castenschiold 
had  moved  up  towards  Kioge,  he  took  a  position  to 
cover  the  besi^ing  array.  On  the  eve^intg  of  the 
37th|  he  placed  Colonel  Redan  with  a  force  at  VaU 
lens-break,  and  on  the  28th  General  Linsingeti  march** 
ed  towards  Koskil4,  thereby  forming  on  the  fight  of 
Sir  Arthur's  main  body^ 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesky  having -had  reason  to  believf 
that  General  Castienscbiold  still  remained  at  Riog^ 
he  determined  to  attack  him  on  the  2^th  of  Augnst^ 
and  arranged  with  General  Linsingen,  thiat  he  ahonld 

croSi 

( 

*  Roskild  isihe  most  ancient  town  in  Zealand^  and  is  situate  on 
a  branch  of  the  )ise£ord  in  a  valley,  whilst  the  banks  of  the  river- ]Forip 
a  very  striking  contrast  With  H!i  low  situation.     It  has  beeti  Ibng  in  « 

*(jecitning  state;  but  the  scenery  around  It  is  beautiJIiJ  in  thte e^itrenie, 
with  vast  foreists  of  oak,  through  which  at  iniervals  variom  spires  and 
(Iteeples  steal  upon  the  view^  whiJst  in  its  immediAte  vicinity  are  in* 

fiQAierable  corn-fietds,  interspersed  with  cheerful  hamlet^  and  detach* 

eiiS  farm  steads.     In  the  town-is  the  ancient  Cathedral  and  buryinl^ 

pia«e  of  the  Royal  family. 
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ero^  the  Ki(^e  rivulet  at  liltk  Bellyas,  and  tora 
ibe  DatHfih  l^ft  ilank»  wbiist-ba  himself  sfamikl  move 
^pg  the  fiea-road  towards  KiOge,  and  tttitaok  ia 
froot. 

36th  divisions  accordingly  broke  up  in  the  aiamp*' 
tag  of  that  day,  and  marched  according  to  the  con- 
certed plan.  When  Sir  Arthur  approached  ^o 
J^ioge,  he  fouf\d  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  north 
$ide  of  the  town  or  rivolet,  from  whence  they  im- 
mediately commenced  a  cannonade  uppn  the  patrolea 
of  hussars  iu  front  of  the  British  troops.  At  this  time* 
thaiir  force  consisted  of  three  or  four  battalions  of  tlie 
lin^,  with  cavalry  on  both  flanks^  and  appareiUly  a 
large  body  beyond  the  town  and  rivulet,  At  the 
tij9lo  agreed  npon  with  Gecieiral  Linsingep,  Sir  Ar-  ^ 
tlrar  formed  his  infantry  io  mie  line,  with  the  left  to 
1^  sea»  having  the  two  sqJli^idlroo»  of  hussars  upon  the 
right ;  and  as  there  had  been'^Mms  appearance  of  a 
w^i^m^ni  by  the  enemy  to  their  left,  aaS  he  bad  not . 
bad  wy  communication  with  General  Linsingen, 
and  of  course  was  not  certain  ol  his  having  passed 
the  rivulel,  l^r  Avtbvir,  with  his  accustomed  promp- 
|itude«  immediately  ordered  tlie  attack  to  commence 
in  echellon  of  .battalions  from  the  left»  the  whole  be- 
ing covered  by  the  first  battalion  of  the  95^  regunent^ 
iinid  by  a  well  directed  fire  from  the  artillery. 

it  feU  to  the  lot  of  the  93d  regiment  to  lead  this 
attack;  and  they  performed  their  part  m  the  most 
exemplary  manner,  being  eqnally  well  supported  by 
the  6^d  and.  ^d. 

So  warmly  were  they  handled*  by  the  British,  that 
the  enemy  were  soon  obliged  to  retire  to  an  intrench- 
mcnt  which  they  bad  formed  in  the  front  of  a  camp  on 
ibe  north  js^ide  of  Kioge,  and, they  also  iqade  a  dis- 
position of  their  cavalry  upon  the  sands,  to  change 
the  99d  in  ftank,  as  a:dvancipg  to  attack  this  intrench- 
Kieot. 

By  this  dispomtion  of  the  Danish  force;  Sir  Ar- 
thur was  obiij^ed  to  move  Colonel  Redan's  hussars 

X  2  from 
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from  the  right  to  the  left  flank,  and  to  throw  the  43d 
into  a  seeond  line  ;  after  which  the  03d  carried  the 
intrenchment,  and  forced. the  enemy  to  retreat  into 
the  town  in  great  disorder.  They  were  followed  im- 
mediately,  in  the  most  gallant  style,  Jby  Colonel 
Redan  and  his  hussars,  and  by  the  first,  battalion  of 
the  9dth  regiment,  and  afterwards  by  the  whole  line 
of  infantry.  Upon  crossing  the  rivulet,  it  was  found 
4hat  General  Linsingen^s  corps  had  advanced  upon 
the  right  flank,  ai^i  the  whole  joined  in  the  pursuit. 

At  this  moment,  Major^General  Oshoken,  the  se- 
cond in  command  of  the  Danish  force,  who  had  join- 
ed the 'enemy  on  the  preceding  evening  with  fpur 
battalions,  attempted  to  make  a  stand  in  the  village 
of  Herfolge :  but  he  was  attacked  so  briskly  by  the 
hussars,  and  a  small  detachment  of  the  1st  and  05tb, 
that  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  along  with  Count 
Wedel  Jarisburg  and  i|everal  other  ofiicerB,  and  about 
400  men.  On  this  occasion  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
was  very  great ;  many  fell  during  the  action,  and 
there  were  sixty  oflicers  and  eleven  hundred  meh 
taken  prisoners.  In  the  flight  the  Danes  threw 
awiiy  their  arms  and  clothing,  and  many  stands  of 
the  former  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pursuers,  besides 
several  pieces  of  cannon.^ 

After 

»  •  / 

'^  Some  interesting. anecdotes  of  this  action  have  been  detailed  by 
an  oflicer  who  was  present^  and  says^Ori  our  arrival  before  Herfolge^ 
we  found  the  churcb-yardof  the  village  occupied  by  a  party  of  the 
Danish  militia,  who  had  retreated  from  Kioge  apparently  resolved  to 
defend  themselves  there.  Colonel  Alten  immediately  sent  some'  hus- 
sars round  the  village  in  order  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  if 
they  should  attempt  it.  In  the  m6an  time,  a  corporal  of  the  hussars 
left  his  horse ;  and,  creeping  along  under  the  banks,  arrived  unseen 
within  a  fayf  paces  of  the  church  yard,  whidh  he  reported  to  be  full 
of  infantry,  who  lay  behind  the  walls  prepared  to  give  them  fire 
upon  any  one'^^ho  should  approach.  The  Colonel  upon  this,  brought 
^own  two  light  Held  pieces  of  the  Gernlan  artillery,  and  several  rounds 
were  6red  at  the  steeple ;  the  heigh^  of  the  banks  on  each  side  of  the 
road  being  too  great  to  allow  a  direct  fire  at  the  church-yard.  The 
stones  and  rubbish  following  with  much  noise  amongst  the  Danes,  mos^ 
probably  alarmed  them^  as  they  almost  immediately  hung  out  a  flag  of 

'    truce, 
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After  the  actioiy,  it  was  tinderstood  that  the  r6a- 
6oa  of  General  Linsingeo's  force  not  being  up  soon- 
er to  eo-operate  in  the  attack  arose  from  the  Daoe« 
having  destroyed  the  bridges  in  his  route,  and  there- 
by impeded  bis  advance.  On  the  30th  the  batteries 
were  nearly  finished,  and  two  thirds  of  the.  ordnance 
mounted ;'  and  on  the  31st  the  enemy  attempted  a 
sortie  on  the  right,  before  sunrise,  but  were  iitopped 
for  some  time  by  a  picqtiet  of  the  '50th  regiment  un- 
der the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Light.  They  still  per- 
severed, however,  until  they  were  repulsed  by  all  the 
picqu^s  with  some  loss;  and  in  this  affair  General 
Sir  David  Baird  Was  twice  wounded,  but  did  not  quit 
the  field.  ' 

Op  the  1st  of  September  1807,  the  mortar  batte- 
ries being  nearly  r^adj  for  service,  the  place  wan 
aummoned ;  but  the  answer  arrived  late  accompanied 

-  by 


truce.     Upon  this'Colonel  Alten,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  a  party 
coosisting  only  of  fifteen,  led  them  forwards  towards  the  church  gate^    - 
but,  upon  turning  the  corner  of  a  hoi>se  and  coming  nearer,  they  re- 
ceived several  musquet  shots,  by  which  a  corporal  and  two  horses  wef« 
wounded. 

This,  'however,  afterwards  appeared  to  have  arisen  from  some  mis- 
take; for  at  the  same  moment  the  gates  ;were'  opened,  and  General 
Oxholme  <or  Oshdkeu)  and  his  party  surrender  ;  but  whilst  the  offi-. 
cers  were  delivering  up  their  swords,  some  of  the  hussars  exaspefated 
at  what  they  supposed  the  treachery  of  the  Danes,  particularly  as  two 
or  three  additional  shots  was  again  fired-,  galloped  into  the  church  yard, 
and  were  proceeding  to  take  their  revenge,  when  the  interference  of  Ge- 
nial Oxholme  and  Colonel  Alten  put  an  end  to  all  farther  hostititiei.  ' 
'fhe  Danes  were  then  ordered  to  bring  all  their  arms  without  the  church- 
yard, and  to  lay  the/n  down  there. 

The  whole  business  was  finished,  -when  some  of  the  95th  regiment 
came  up :  and,  in  searching  the  steeple  of  the  church,  found  the 'co« 
■lours  of  the  corps  that  was  taken.  '    , 

A  surgeon  of  the  95th  now  took  care  of  the  woundexl  in  the  church 
yard;  and  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  coming  up.  Colonel  Alten  delivered 
to  ^im  the  swords  of  the  Danish  officers,  and  the  prisoners.  .  * 

Though  the  officers  with^  great  prudence  had  yielded  without  opposi- 
tiao,  when  resistance  was  in  view,  yet  tKeir  people  teemed  of  a  dif- 
ferent disppsition ;  for  even,  after  the  95th  came  up,  several  shots  were 
fired  from  a  house  near  to  the  church  yard^  to  which  a  few  of  the  partj 
Jbad  retired. 


1^  UFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLK 


Cou4«qiieac«  of   the  Siege. 


the  post  wa»  consented  to,  and  every  disposition  was 
made  on  the  part  of  the  British  to  execute  the  cuh 
pleasant  business  on  their  hands,  with  ev^ery  regard 
to  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate  people. 

V  The  Danish  navy,  delivered  bp  .in  consequence 
of  this  treaty,  consisted  of  sixteen  ships  of  the  line, 
fifteen  frigates,  six  brigs,  and  twenty  five. gunboats, 
besides  vessels  on  the  stocks ;  in  the  ai'senals  were 
found  stores  sufficient  to  (it  this  fleet  for  sea  ;  and 
though  all  the  men  of  war,  both  English  ^and  those 
ca^ptured,  were  laden  with  those  stores,  there  still 
remained  enough  to  fill  92  sail  of  transports,  ftmount- 
iog  to  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  tons. 

The  los^  sustained  by  the  British,  in  both  services, 
was  comparativey  trifling  ;  but  that  of  'the  Danes  is 
computed  to  amount  to  about  2000  persons,  with  the 
destruction  of  nearly  400  houses,  besides  the  barning 
of  property,  &c. 

The  daniage  done  by  the  boo^bardment  was  con- 
siderable.  The  number  of  houses  totally  dostrbyed 
amounted  to  305,  and  about  600  damagedi  Amc^ 
the  former  was  the  Great  Cathedral,  the  steeple  of 
whicte  fell  in  with  a  dreadful  crash.  All  the  buildings 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cathedral  wdre  a  heap  of 
ruins,  it  being  chiefly  against  that  quarter  that  the 
bombardment  was  directed,  probably  as  it  was  said, 
from  a  wish  to  do  the  least  possible  injury,  that  being 
the  woi'st  built  part  of  the  town.  A  great  part  of  the 
buildings  of  the  university  were  also  destroyed.  The 
Bum'ber  of  individuals  who  perished  was  reckon^  at 
QOOi  and  nearly  as  many  severely  wounded. 

In  short  the  distress  and  confusion^  in  the  city  was 
truly  horrible  ;  but,  after  thtf  capitulation,  the  magis* 
trates  and  principal  inhabitants  gave  every  relief  to 
the  unhappy  suflerers,  who  were  chiefly  of  the  lowest 
classes.  For  this  purpose  several  churches,  which- 
bikd  hot  suffered  from  the  bombardment,  were  flited 
up  for  their  reception  ;  and  it  is  much  toi  the  credit  of 
tlie  British  Comm?Qder-in -Chiefs  that  they  offered  to 
-  '  .         send 
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Thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

send  in  provisions  and  other  necessaries^  hot  their 
proffered  assistance  ^as  refused. 

After  the  posts  were  thus  taken  possession  of^  the 
sqnadroh  proceedidd  to  ri^  and  fit  out  the  ships  that 
filled  the  spacious  basins  ^ here  they  were  laid  dp  in 
ordinary,  and  at  the  expiration  pf  the  term  Kmited 
in  t^e  eapitutalfion)  they  were  all j  tog'ether  with  the 
iatores,  timber,  and  every  other  article  of  e'qaipment 
found  in  the  arsenal  and  storehouses,  prepared  for 
conveyance  ta  England,  where,  with  the  exception  of 
one  line  of  battle  ship,  that  grounded  on  the  Isle  of 
Hueh,  and  was  destroyed,  they  all  arrived  safely  in 
the  month  ot  October. 

On  the  return  of  Sir  Arth^ir  from  Copenhagen, 
being  in  his  pla<ie  in  the  House  on  the  1st  of  February 
IdCN?,  when  the  thanks  were  delivered  by  the  Speaker^ 
to  the  various  officers,  he  modestly  ireplied : 

^*  Mr.  Speaker:  I  consider  myself  fortunate  that 
l.was  employed^  by  His  Majesty  in  a  service  which 
this  House  has  considered  of  such  importance,  as  to 
have  marked  with  its  approbation  tne  conduct  of 
those  officers  and  troops  who  have  performed  it.  The 
-honour  which  this  House  as  conferred  upon  my  ho- 
nourable friends  and  myself  is  justly  considered  by 
the  6fficers  of  the  navy  and  army,  as  the  highest  whicYi 
this  Country  can  confer ;  it  is  the  object  of  the  am- 
bition of  all  who  are  employed  in  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice ;  and  to  obtain  it  has  been  the  motive  of  many  of 
those  acts  of  valour  and  good  conduct,  which  have^ 
tended  so  eminently  to  the  glot-y,  and  have  advanced 
the  prosperity  and  advantage,  of  this  country.  I  can 
assure  the  House,  that  I  am  most  sensible  of  the  gr^at 
honour  which  they  have  done  me,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
return  you  thanks,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

In  his  official  situation  as  Chief-Secretary  for  Ire- 
laud,  Sir  Arthur  had  ah  arduous  duty  to  perform  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  particularly  in  every  debate 
"which  respected  thsd;  country.  As  some  misrepresent 
tations  have  gone  abroad  respecting  his  sentiment.^,' 

6,  Y  particularly 
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particularly  on  the  Catholic  question^  we  feel  our-^ 
selves  called  upon  to  notice  them  here  more  particu- 
larly. On  the  13th  of  April  1808,  an  active  and  libe- 
ral member  from  the  sinter  country,  rose  %o  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  circumstance  respect- 
ing some  Protestiint  institutions  there^  which  he  had 
before  alluded  to.  He  observed  that  a  sort  of  cate-. 
chism  had  been  composed  for  thes^  schoolst  called 
*'  The  Protestant^s  Catechism/*  which  did  not  dwell, 
as  the  catechisms  we  were  best  acquainted  witbf  upon, 
prayers,  creed,  or  commandmc^nts,  but  went  almost, 
entirely  to  abuse  the  tenets  of  tbi  Catholic  church, 
which  were  completely  misrepresented  in  it.  Almost 
all  the  assertions  whicn  were  in  this  book, .  respecting 
the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  religion,  were  completely, 
as  he  said,  unfoiinded ;  he  asserted  that  they  were 
in  contradiction  to  the  doctrines  which  the  Catholic 
children  learned  in  their  prayer-book,  and  which  the 
Catholic  body  professed  and  avowed.  He.then  read 
several  extracts  from  this  '*  Protestant  Catechism,'*  as 
it  was  called,  and  compared  them  with  the  Catholic 
prayer  book';  and  with  the  declaration  solemnly  sub*. 
scribed  by  the  Catholics.  The  effect,  hci  complfiinedir 
im premising  such  gross  misrepresentations  on  the 
mind^  of  young  children,  could  be  only  to  iqcrease 
those  religious  animosities  which  every  good  man 
wished  to  allay  as  soon  as  possible.  He  compli^ined 
that  among  the  doctrines  which  2000  children  were 
now  tau<;ht  at  those  Protestant  charter  schools  were 
tliese,  **  That  the  body  of  the  Catholics  con(reived  that 
no  allegiance  was  due  to  the  king,  and  that  faith  was 
not  to  be  kept  with  heretics.''  It  was  evident,  he  ob- 
served, that  they  must  hate  those  whom  they  conceiv- 
ed capable  of  entertaining  such  sentiments.  At  a 
time  when  the  lil>erality  of.  Parliament  was  appealed 
to  in  support  of  those  institutions,  he  conceived  ilt 
would  be  a  proper  time  to  reform  this  abuse,  and  to 
prevent  such  a  catecbism  being  taught  at  thesa 
schools. 
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In  reply  to  this,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  expressed 
his  sorraw  that  this  subject  had  been  draiwn  into  dis- 
cussion in  that  House,  lie  said  it  bad  already  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Education^  who 
,  would  probably  give  directions  concerning  it.  Poi^ 
his  part  be  certainly  never  had  seen  the  *^  Protestant 
Catechism/'  nor  was  be  acquainted  with  those  docu- 
ments, which  the  honourable  Gentleman  quoted,  to 
refute  it ;  but  he  thought  that  when  he  had  stated 
what  was  taught  in  some  schools,  he  ought  also  to 
have  stated  what  was  taught  in  others.  He  had  been 
informed  that  at  several  Catholic  schools  children  had 
been  taught  to  read,  not  in  the  Bible,  bat  ip  Paine's 
I  Rights  of  Man,  and  in  boo^s  which  gave  an  account 
I  of  what  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  suffered 
from  the  Protestants ;  an  edpcatioh  which,  in  like  man- 
ner, would  breed  them  up  in  a  fixed  and  rooted' 
hatred  of  the  Protestant  cause. 

On  the  29tb  of  the  same  month,  when  the  question 
of  a  grant  &s  usual  to  the  Catholic  college  at  May- 
nooth,    wa9    before   the    House,    he  was  decidedly 
I       against  any  measure  which  should  increase  the  num- 
ber of  Catholic  priests  in  that  seminary,  on  a  convic- 
'       tion  that  the  number  provided  for  at  that  place.  With 
I       those  who  were  educated  in  the  same  profession,    in 
i       other  parts  of  Ireland,  would  be  fully  adequate  to 
I       the  necessary  supply  for  all  religious  '  purposes.     In 
I       opposition  also  to  any  increased  grant,  he  contended 
I       that  when  the  college  at  Maynooth  was  (irvst  instituted, 
it  was  not  intended  that  it  should  be  wholly  suppiort- 
ed  out  of /the  public  purse;  even  the  memorial,  pre- 
I       sented  previously  to  the  foundation  of  that  establish- 
ment, merely  prayed  for  a  charter,    in  order  that  the 
fundd might  be  better  secured:   and  that  of  the  nu- 
Qierous  Catholic  students  who  were  educated  oh  the 
Continent  before  the  French  revolution,  the  fact  was 
that  most  of  them  had  received  priest^s  orders  before 
they  went  abroad,  a  great  projportion  of  them  actually 

Y  2  supporting 
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iapportiog  themfeelveH  by  the  exerciise  of  their  func'^ 
tions  as  priests. 

From  these  observations.  Sir  Arthar  Wellesley  had 
his  full  share  of  the  charge  of  intolerance  3  hut  how 
little  he  deserved  it  is  evident  from  his  opinion  de» 
livered  on  a  subsequent  debate,  respecting  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  Dr.  Duigenan  to  a  sea^  in  the  Prtv| 
Council  of  Ireland,  on  Uie  4th  of  May,  when  he  ex** 
|Nressly  declared  that  his  own  opinion  was  that,  with« 
ont  ^istinetion  of  religion,  every  man  ought  to  be  jcalU 
ed  on  to  do  service  to  the  state,  wh«re  he  was  par-* 
ticolarly  qualified  to  do  that  service ;  and  on  that  ge- 
Beral  groiind.be  approved  of  the  appointment  without 
reference  to  religious  squabbles,  or  to.  the  indiscreet 
language  which  excessive  zeal  had  produced  on  both 
sides  a  the  HooaOf  every  example  of  which  ought 
to  be  as  a  warning  to  both  «ides  to  preserve  coolneift 
dnd  liberality  as  far  as  possible*  Tbiis^  during  a  long 
and  arduous  session  did  he  dedicate  himsetf  to  the 
eivil  service  of  his  coantry  with  as  much  advantage 
to  it,  and  honour  to  himself,  as  he  had  heretofore  done 
in  the  j^eld ;  and  when  we  contem{date  the  records  of 
Parliament  in  the  years  of  1806,7,and  9,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  admire  that  manly  comprefaensivefiess  of  mind» 
and  liberality  of  sentiment^  which  fitted  him  for  every 
discussion,  and  carriied  him  through,  many  warm  de- 
bates withopt  fv^  creating  him  a  single  enemy. 

Even  in  May  1308^  Sir  Arthur  continued  his  official 
services^  and  in'  that  month  bronght  in  a  bill  for  ea-^ 
forcing  the  residence  of  spiritual  persons,  upon  their 
benefices  in  Ireland^  and  for  erec^ng  churches,  and 
biiilding  glebe  houses,  in  that  kingdom^  From  these 
eivil  duties,  however,  be  was  soon  called  to  take  a 
eommand  on  the  scene  of  his  present  glory  ;  we  shall, 
therefore,  postpone  all  further  detail  to  the  aucceediag 
.  sectioo; 
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IjEPORE  we  enter  apoti  the  irapoftaht  services  per- 
formed by  the  subject  of  our  biography  in  the  Penin- 
sula^  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  slight  retrospect  of  the 
political  events  which  led  to  those  occurreticieSy  as 
such  an  investigation  will  not  only  render  the  subse- 
quent events  more  intelligible,  but  also  prove  more 
nilly  the  eitent  of  the  iadvantages  gained  by  this 
country,  and  by  the  general  cause  of  liberty  in  Eu- 
rope, n^om  his  gallantry,  prudence,  afad  perseverance, 
^o  sooner  had  Bnonaparte  concluded  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  by  which  he  had  i^ubjugated  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope, than  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  we'i^t  <)f  the 
continent ;  and  hot  content  with  having  the  resources 
pf  Spsin  Mid  Portugal,  mxi  timr  transatlantic  d<^ 
'  1  miniom^ 
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minions,  at  bis  command ,  resolved  to  complete  tbeir 
final  destruction*  by  placing  some  of  his  own  family 
and  minions  opon  tbeir  dishonoured  thrones. 

To  pursue  uis  nefarious  attempts  through  all  theijr 
various  ramifications  would  far  exceed  our  limits;  it 
is  sufficient  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  our  readersy 
that  whilst  the  Boyal  .family  and  government  of 
Spain  were  in  a  state  of  confusion,  he  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity,  to  pour  large  bodies  of  French 
troops  into  the  Spanish  territory;  nay,  so  great  was 
the  infatuation,  supposing  that.tbey  only  came  to  pre- 
serve order  and  tranquillity,  that  the  government  ac- 
tually issued  orders  to  receive  and  treat  the  Frencih 
even  on  a  more  liberal  scale  than  was  used  towards 
their  own  native  army.  '^  By  these  means,  in  a  very 
short  time,  all  the  most  important  posts  and  fortresses 
of  Spain,  nay,  the  whole  of  Portugal,  were  in  Frenck 
occupancy,  when  Napoleon  ventured  to  throw  off  the 
mask,  by  complaii^ing  to  the  king  of  Spain  that  the 
measure  of  uniting  the  Prince  of  Asturias  to  one  of 
his  own  relatives  was  not  in  sufficient  forwardness^ 
The  unhappy  monarch  had  no  course  left^  but  to  ex- 
press his  wishes  for  the  immediate  solemnization  of 
the  marriage ;  to  which  Buonaparte  only  replied  bj 
sending  his  creature,  Don  Eugenio  Isquierdo,  badk 
to  Madrid  with  confidential  communications,  tli<^ 
proceedings  on  which  were  conducted  with  such  se* 
crecy,  that  tbeir  tenor  i^an  only  be  known  from  the 
fact  that  soon  after  his  departure  from  the  Spanish 
capital,  to  return  to  Paris  with  the  issue  of  his  nego- 
tiations, the  unfortunate  Ring  and  Queen,  for  untbr- 
innate  they  must  be  reckoned,  notwithstanding  the 
folly  of  the  one,  and  the  improper  conduct  of  the 
other,  bad  begun  to  make  preparations  to  emigrate 
from  their  native  country  to  their  transatlantic  do^ 
minions  in  Mexico.* 

Debiived 

*  It  »  possible  that  this  was-  the  very  object  of  NaipdeoD^s  wishes  ; 
a^  he  had  alieady  driven  the  Royal  Fapiily  of  Portugal  to  the  same  aU 

(eroai^ve: 
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De|3rived  of  what  they  considered  the  support  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  unhappy  occupation  of  the 
Spanish  throne  dared  no  longer  attempt  to  exercise 
the  royal  power,  but  immediately  put  in  execution 
that  resolution,  which  it  has  beten  asserted  they  had 
for  sortie  time  entertained,  of  resigning  the  sovereign 
power  to  the  Prince  of  Asturias. 

The  subsequent  occorrences  took  the  arch  contriver 
rather  linexpectedly,  as  he  did  not  look  for  such -energy 
upon  the  part  of  the  Spanish  people ;  in  fact,  he  had 
imagined  that  the  people,  instead  of  being  merely  dis« 
satisfied  with  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  ad-*^^ 
ministration,  were  absolutely  estranged  from  the  per- 
sons of  their  royal  family  ;  and 'that  ai^  the  royal  fa* 
mily  miist  by  that  time  have  been  already  on  the  coast/ 
if  not  embarked,  he  would  be  received  with  open 
arms,  and  considered  as  the  guardian  angel  of  Spain^ 

and 


ternative:  but  the  facilities  for  its  execution  on  the  part  of  their  Spa- 
Mh  majesties  were  not  so  gi^eat  as  iy  the  former  case,  they  being  resi* 
<)eot  in  the.  very  heart  of  their  kingdom,  far  from  any  of  their  own 
seaports,  and  without  the  certainty  of  a  British  squadron  being  ready, 
to  convoy  them  in  their  banisiiment,  as  bad  been  the  case  in  the  former 
instance.  To  this  we  must  add  the  fears  of  the  people,  p^rliaps  their 
love,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  happened  to  shake  their  loyality  ;  for 
it  IS  well  ascertained,  that  scarcely  had  the  first  reports  goneabroad  of 
the  intentions  of  the  royal  family  to  abandon  their  capital  and  their 
palaces  in  lis  vicinity  in  order  to  proceed  to  Seville,  than  discontent 
and  fear  were  exhibited,  in  the  most  lively  colour?,  in  the  features  of  all 
the  inbabitaoti  of  Madrid,  and  in  shoit  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of  per- 
sons. 

As  the  prpbability  df  the  intended  emigration  became  more  evident, 

tKe  fears  of  the  people  increased  ;  and»  at  length,  a  popular  commotion 

took  place,  on  .the  17th  andiSth  of  March,,  like  a  sudden  explosion  ; 

I       for  there  can   be  traced  nothing  like  the  formation  df  any  concerted 

I       plan;  indeed,  as  it  has  been  aptly  said,  the  pf^ople  merely  seemed  sao 

I      tuated  by  a  sort  of  instinct  of  self  preservation.     Immediately  the  io<- 

fanioQs  Oodoy  was  thrown  into  prison,  as  it  was  supposed  that  the  plan 

had  principally  originated  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing^ 

Umselff  and^ipme  portion  of  chat  wealth  which  he  had  wrung  from  the 

people  of  Spain,  or  received  from  France  for  his  treachery;  and,  in 

f<M:t,  io  save  hinself  ffoin  the  vfeogeaace  of  an  outraged  aad  tnsuJte4 

fcople. 
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and  for  that  purpose  be  had  already  ordered  Marat 
to  advance  with  his  army  to  Madrid. 

The  French  general  judging  the  present  circum* 
stances  favourable  to  his  niMter^i  caa$i6,  immediately 
advanced  to  Madrid ;  giving  out, ,  v^ith  true  French 
fineMe,  that  Buonaparte  might  be  expected  inune* 
diately  at  the  capital,  whibt  the  nivstefipus  ob<» 
scurity  of  Buonaparte's  prqyectci,  and  tne  proximity 
of  iris  troops,  all  openUed  on  the  Prince  of  AMu«. 
rias  to  make  htm  anxious,  at  least  for  the  present,  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  tl^  invader.  In  fact,  so 
very  anxious  was  he  to  avert  or  to  avoid  any  cause 
of  displeasure,  that  after  having  communicated  his 
accession  to  the  throne  in  the  most  friendjy,  affection* 
ate,  and  even  submissive,  teroM,  he  actually  sent  a  de-^ 
potation  of  three  of  the  6rst  grandees  to  Bayonne, 
to  compliment  his  Imperial  Mi^'esty  in  his  name.* 

Murat  now  played  his  masterstroke  of  policy ;  for, 
having  po9jsessed  himself  of  tbe  Spaoish  capital,  he 
avowra  that  his  political  interference  was  now  neces- 
sary ;  and  that  until  the  £i9ifieror  acknowledged  Fer-^ 
dinand  VIJ.  it  was  impossible  for  htm  to  take  any 
step  that  should  appear  like  an  acknowledgment  of  hts 
rignt  to  the  crown ;  and  that,  in  fact,  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  treating  only  with  the  former  mo- 
narch.  Those  who  had  supported  the  son,  certainly 
in  opposition  to  the  father,  now  saw  tbe  tables  com-* 
pletely  turned,  and  too  soon  knew  what  they  had  to 
depend  upon ;  whilst,  to  give  some  colour  to  it,  Mu« 
rat  listened   to   the  solicitatioiis  of  the  King  and 

Uaeen 


*  To  pmerTe  the  impression!  produced  on  the  minds  of  all  bj  tbe 
^peded  arrival  of  fiuonapartc,  Murat  gatre  ail  the  necessary  orders 
fmt  preparing  apartments  in  the  rojal  palace  for  so  augwft  a  gyest ;  and 
the  unfortunate  Ferdinand  was  so  alarmed  at  the  expected  risit;,  and  at 
his  own  actual  state  of  insecurity,  that  he  furoie  again  to  Napoleon^  to 
say  how  agreeable  it  would  be  for  him  to  be  personaUy  acquainted  with 
ku  Majesty,  and  to  assuce  him  fmr^  his  awn  lips  of  his  ardent  desire 
to  strengthen  more  and  xnoce  the  ailuuic|  which  subsisted  bet\»een  l,he. 
two  oatioo^- 
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{Queen  to  release  tbeir  favourite  Godoy  from  impri- 
sonment. ' ' 
In  this  state  of  thing's,  as  Cevallos  informs  as  iti 
Ills  very  lacid  exposition  of  thos^  events,  the  young 
monarch  made  his  public  entry  into  Madrid,  unat* 
iended  by  parade,  but  accompanied  by  a  most  nU'« 
merous  concourse  of  the  inhabitants  of  1/he  capital 
and  its  vicinity,  who  expressed  the  strongest  feelings 
of  love  and  loyalty,  rending  the  air  with  acclamations 
of  joy  and  enthusiasm. 

This  public  expression' of  feeling  was  too  much  in 
opposition  to  the  French  plans  not  to  make  it  neces^ 
sary  fofthera  to  remove  Ferdinand  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  as  it  was  judged  impossible  toeiiect  it  by 
force,  a  deep  laid  scheme  was  commenced,  for  the  ac* 
cotnplishment  of  which  Murat  and  his  agents  reite- 
rated the  reports  of  the  immediate  arrival  of  Napo* 
leon.  iBy  these  means  he  induced  the  King's  bro« 
ther,  Don  Carlos,  to  set  off  with  great  haste  to  meet 
him  :  and  whilst  he  cajoled  Ferdinand  iiimself  with 
promises  of  Napoleon's  support,  his  agents  were 
busy  in  persuading  the  late  King  and 'Queen  to  enter 
a  protest  against  their  own  act  of  abdication. 

With  promises  of  friendship  and  favour  Murat 
contiDued  to  urge  the  youthful  monarch  to  proceed 
towards  the  nolrth  in  order  to  compliment  his  Imperial 
Jl%e$(y  on  his  arrival  in  Spain:  istnd,  to  combat  the 
objections  which  he  still  had  to  this  measure,  .General 
Savary  was  made  to  act  the  part  of  ah  extraordinary 
envoy  just  returned  with  certain  intelligence  of  Napo- 
leon's immediate  arrivaL* 

8.  z  jifter 


•  Savary  also,  as  instructed  by  the  Usurper  himself,  assured  the  un- 
fortunate Ferdinand,  that  h€  was  sent  to  Paris  merely  to  compliment 
his  Majesty,  and  to  know  whether  his  sentiments,  with  respect  to 
Fiance,  i^clre  conformable  to  those  of  the  abdicated  monarch  ;  in  which 
case  the  gracious  Napoleon  would  forego  all  considerations  of  what 
had  already  taken  place,  would  in  no  degree  interfere  in  the  intero^l 
affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  immediately  recognize  him  as  law- 
ful king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
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After  the  most  insiduous  representations,  and    the 
most  barefaced  falsehoods,  the  misled  monarch  yielded 
to  the  solicitations  of  Savary,  who,  when  the  day  of  his 
departure  was  fixed,  affected  the  most  zealous  and 
friendly  attention  to  his  Majesty ;  and  with  great  humi- 
lity solicited  the  honour  of  accompanying  him  on  his 
journey,  which  he  assured  htm  could  not  possibly  ex- 
tend further  than  to  Burgos,  near  to  which  place  he  as- 
sured him  Buonaparte  had  actually  arrived.  In6uenc- 
ed,  and  perhaps  intimidated,  by  these  representations, 
Ferdinand  left  his  capital,  professedly  only  for  a  few 
days,  appointing  a  supreme  junta  to  manage  the  go- 
Temment  during  his  short'  absence  ;  but  not  having 
met    the  august  Buonaparte  at   Burgos,  he  was  in 
duced  by  the  earnest   and  pressins^  entreaties  of  Sa- 
vary to  proceed  on  to  Vittoria,     1  here,  however,  he 
resolved  to  stop  ;  and  so  well  convinced  was  Savary  of 
his  resolution,  that  he  continued  hi«  own    journey  to 
Bayonne,  in  order  to  inform  Napoleon  of  the  ill-suc- 
cess of  his  machinations,    and  to  procure  fresh  in- 
structions. 

Happy  might  it  have  been  for  Ferdinand  and  bis' 
people,  bad  he  returned  from  Yittoria  to  Madrid  ;  but 
there  he  actually  received  information  of  Napoleon's 
arrival  at  Bourdeaux,  in  his  way  to  ^pain,  and  soon 
after  of  his  being  at  Bayonne  on  the  Idth  of  April,* 

Still  the  deluded  monarch  trusted  to  the  honour  of 
France,  though ,  the  French  troops  already  in  that 
neighbourhood  were  making  some  very  suspicious 
niovemehts,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off 
his  retreat.  At  this  unhappily  indecisive  period 
Savary  returned  with  a  letter  from  Napoleon  inviting 

him 


*  This  cHy,  thus  cootaminated  by  Corsican  villainy  and  French  op- 
i))ression,  was  once  in  possession  of  England,  and  was  for  a  consi- 
'derable  time  the  residence  of  our  favourite  hero,  Edward  the  Black 
Prince.  It  is  further  remarkable,  that  he  there  received  the  visit  of 
r>on  Pedro,  the  exile  king  of  Castile,  who  requested  his  assistance  in 
the  recovery  of  that  kingdom  and  from  that  place  the  English  force 
xnarcheil  which  weot  to  restore  him. 
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him  to  meet  him  at  Bayonne  ;  to  which  Savary 
himself  added  the  most  vehement  protestations  of 
the  interest  which  his  Emperor  took  in  the  affairs 
of  Spain ;  and  repeatedly  asserted,  **  I  will  suffer  my 
head  to  be  cut  oily  if,  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  af- 
ter your  Majesty's  arrival  at  Bayonne,  the  Emperor 
shall  not  have  recognized  yon  as  King  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies.     To  support  his  own  consistency  he  will 

Erobably  begin  by  giving  you  the  title  of  Highness ; 
at  in  five  minutes  he  will  give  you  that  of  Majesty, 
and  in  three  days  every  thing  will  be  settled,  and 
your  Majesty  may  return  to  Spain  immediately." 
Such  was  the  vulgur  ruffianly  ^address  of  this  disci- 
ple of  liberty  ;  and,  notwithstanding  its  grossness  and 
absurdity,  for  it  certainly  was  not  much  above  the 
level  of  a  discarded  footman  and  his  master,  the 
ill-judging  monarch,  after  a  little  hesitation  deter- 
mined to  proceed  to  Bayonne,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  Cevallos  and  his  other  attendants,  and 
indeed  to  the  solicitations  of  the  people  of  Yittoria.. 

The  succeeding  events  form  a  melancholy  picture 
of  degraded  majesty  ;  for  scarcely  had  Ferdinand 
crossed  the  limits  of  Spain  when  he  began  to  express 
his  surprise  that  no  person  had  yet  come  1o  receive 
him  ;  nor  was  it  until  bis  arrival  at  St.  Jean  de  Loz 
that  any  notice  wa^  taken  of  him,  at  which  place  the 
mayor  and  municipality  attended  to  pay  their  re- 
spects. 

To  retreat  would  now  have  been  impossible  ;  but 
it  seems  that  Napoleon  still  thought  it  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  farce  a  little  longer  ;  and  accordingly,  as 
soon  as  the  royal  carriage  stopped,  the  well  instruct- 
ed mayor  addressed  his  Majesty  with  the  most  lively 
expressions  of  joy  at  having  the  honour  of  being  the  first 
to  receive  a  king  who  was  the  friend  and  ally  of  France. 
The  three  grandees  also,  already  spoken  of,  made  their 
appearance,  assuring  the  deluded  Prince  of  the  in- 
tentions of  Napoleon  in  the  most  Battering  style.  He, 
t^refore,  proceeded  on  his  journey  ;  and,  on  his  ap- 
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proach  to  Bayonne,  was  met  by  the  Prince  of  Neuf- 
chately  and  Duroc,  the  Marshal  of  the  Palace,  ac- 
companied by  a  detachment  of  the  guard  of  honour 
which  the  citizens  of*  Bayonne  had  formed  to  attend 
upon  Napoleon.     These  gentry  invited  Ferdinand  to 
proceed  for  Bayonne,  where  a  place  had  been  pre- 
pared for  his  residence  ;  and  there  he  arrived  on  the 
20th  of  April  ;    but  his  suspicions  were  now  a  little 
more  alarmed  by  the  circumstance  of  this  abode  be- 
ing but  little  suitable  to  the  rank  of  its  royal  guest. 
He  seems  also  to  have  been  much  struck  by  this  re- 
markable and  expressive  neglect,  forming  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  studied  magnificence  with  which  he 
had  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  apstart  Empe- 
ror at  Madrid,     In  fact,  the  whole  scene  made  a 
great  impression  on  him  ;  but  whilst  he  was  engaged 
in  considering  his  feelings  and   his  doubts  concern^ 
ing  the  meaning  of    a  reception  which  he  bad  so 
little  right  to^ expect,  it  was  announced  to  him  that 
Napoleon  was  on  the  way  to  pay  him  a  visit.     In  a 
short  time  he  arrived,  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
his  generals ;  and  the  youthful   monarch  having  gone 
down  to  th^  street  door,  to  receive  him,  the  two  q)o- 
narchs  embraced  each  other  with  every  appearance 
of  friendship  and  affection*     The  emperor   of    the 
French,  as  it  is  related  by  an  eye-witness,  staid  but  a 
short  time  with  his  Majesty,  and  they  embraced  each 
other  again  at  parting;  when,   soon  after,  Marshal 
Duroc  came  to  invite  the  King  to  dine  with  NapOf 
leon,  whose  carriages  were  coming  to  convey  him  to 
the  castle  of  Morsac,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Bayonne,  then  the  residence  of  the  French  court. 
On  his  arrival  there  Buonaparte  came  as  far  as  the 
steps' of  the  coach  to  receive  him  ;  and  having  again 
embraced  him,  led  h'ltn  by  the  hand  to  the  apartment 
provided  for  him. 

During  these  occurrences  the  Queen  of  Spain  ha4 
interested  herself  very  much  with  Murat  for  the  re- 
lease of  Godoy  j;  ^nd  in  consequence  Buonaparte  him? 
7        -   ■   '  self 
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self  bad  written  to  Ferdinand  VII.  previous  to  hi«- 
having  him  in  his  power,  to  which  the  young-  mo- 
narch had  naerely  answered  that  (Grodoy's  life  should 
be  spared.  But  Buonaparte  immediately  wrote  to 
Marat  to  demand  him  from  the  Junta^  asserting  that 
he  had  been  placed  at  his  disposal,  in  consequence  of 
which  falsehood,  accompanied  by  many  verbal 
threats,  be  was  released,  and  immediately  conveyed 
to  Bayonne  escorted  by  a  guard  ;  and  there  he  ar- 
rived on  the  26th  of  April,  had  a  castle  appointed  for 
his  residence,  and  was  treated  in  all  respects  as  a 
person  of  the  first  consequence  :  and  on  the  last  day  of 
the  same  month  the  abdicated  monarch  with  his  con<r 
sort  arrived  there  also,  thus  putting  the  whole  of  the 
Spanish  royal  family  into  the  power /)f  Napoleon, 

To  follow  op  the  occurrences  which  ensued  after 
this,  previous  to  ,the  final  imprisonment  of  the  dif« 
ferent  branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  trace 
the  deep  policy  and  crafty  villainy  of  Buonaparte 
through  the  whole  transaQtion,  would  be  to  encroach 
too  much   OH  our  own  subject.      We  shall  proceed, 

therefore,' 


*  Ooe  occurrence  which  took  place  on  this  occasion  is  almost  too  in- 
credible for  history,  and  perhaps  surpasses  events  of  any  former  time. 

In  the  evening  of  the  Sth  of  May,  Napoleon  went  to  visit  the  king 
and  queen  ;  and  there  were  present  at  this  interview  their  son  Don 
Carlos,  Godoy,  and  several  of  the  Spanish  grandees.  After  some  time 
the  young  Ferdinand  was  sent  for  to  hear,  as  one  present  had  observed, 
"in  the  presence  of  the  Emperor  expressions  so  disgusting  and  Jiumi- 
liating,  that  I  dare  not  record  them."  The  real  scene,  however,  is 
known  to  have  been  thus  : — the  Queen,  in  a  transport  of  passion,  ad.- 
dressing Ferdinand,  cried  out  "Traitor  !  you  have  for  years  meditated 
ilie  death  of  the  King  your  father  :  but  thanks  to  the  vigilance,  tbp 
zeal,  and  the  loyalty,  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  you  have  not  been  ablq 
to  effect  your  purpose ;  neither  you,  nor  any  of  the  infamous  traitors 
who  have  co-operated  with  you  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  de- 
signs. I  tell  you  to  your  face  that  you  are  my  son,  but  not  the  son  of  the 
King  \  and  yet,  without  having  any  other  right  to  the  crown  than  those 
of  your  mother,  you  have  sought  to  tear  it  from  us  by  force.  But  J 
agree  and  demand  that  the  £mperor  Napoleon  shall  be  umpire  between 
us  ;  Napoleon,  to  whom  we  cede  and  transfer  our  rights,  to  the  excJu- 
•ion  of  our  own  family.     I  fcali  on  him  to  punish  you  and  your  asso* 

elates 
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therefore,  to  the  public  causae  of  Spain,  whose  in- 
habitants paid  very  little  attention  to  the  Tarious  acts 
of  abdication  and  renunciation  in  favour  of  Napoleon, 
but  seemed  determined  to  act  for  themseves. 

The  policy  of  Bnonaparte  induced  him  to  send  also 
for  the  Queen  of  Etruria  and  her  son,  (daughter  and 
grandson  of  the  Spanish  king,)  then  at  Madrid  ;  but 
this  the  popniace  opposed  ;  though,  at  last,  they  per- 
mitted the  unhappy  prisoners  to  set  off.  The  sorrow 
and  alarm,  however,  of  the  queen  and  her  son,  bad 
such  an  effect  that  the  popular  resentment  and  indig« 
nation  were  raised  to  the  highest  pitch,  when  an  Aid- 
du-Camp  of  Murat's  arrived  with  a  detachment  of 
French  troops,  and  a  scene  of  the  bloodiest  carnage 
commenced.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  debate  who 
were  the  first  aggressors  ;  but  that  is  of  trifling  con- 
sequence ;  it  is  enough  that  the  French  began  with 
volliesof  musquetry,  by  which  numbers  were  killed, 
many  of  whom  had  not  joined  in  the  affray.*  The 
news  immediately  spread  like  wild  fire  and  every 
person,  who  could  procure  arms,  rushed  to  the  scene 
of  action.f     The  issue  of  this  business  unhappily  only 

tended 


ciate^  as  so  many  traitors,  and  abandon  to  him  the  whole  Spanish  na- 
tion/* 

If  one  had  leisure  for  any  other  sensation  than  that  of  horror  ^t  such 
a  scene,  it  would  be  a  sensation  of  detestation  for  the  arph  usurper  who 
by  his  emissaries  and  arts  had  produced  it  ;  and  of  contempt  fprbim 
also,  in  venturing,  on  an  abdication  oisuch  a  nature,  to  found  his  claims  v 
to  the  subjugation  of  a  brave,  but  depressed,  and  indeed  in  some  mea- 
sure degenerated  people. 

*  Amongst  the  rest  a  beautiful  infant,  only  eight  years  old,  was 
killed  at  a  window  by  the  Arst  volley,  which  took  place  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

f  The  whole  of  this  scene  is  so  much  connected  with  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  Spanish  revolution,  or  rather  with  Spanish  resistance 
to  revolution^  that  we  cannot  avoid  giving  a  few  details,  as  a  just  ex- 
ample of  French  friendship.  In  the  early  part  of  the  business,  the 
populace  had  the  best  of  it  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  although  the 
Spanish  troops  had  no  share  in  the  affray  being  restrained  by  thehr 
•fficers  within  their  barracks.    A  great  many  of  the  French  were  killed 
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tended  to  rivet  more  closely  the  chains  of  the  capital 
and  indeed  in.  some   measure  to  crush,   in   its   very 

infancy, 

and  their  arms  supplied   such  of  the  Spaniards  as  had  none  of  their 
own.    But  as  soon  as  the  dispositions  directed  by  Murat  began    to  be 
carried  into  effect,  the  advantage*  as  might  be  expected,   began  to 
be  oB  the  side  of  the   French.    In  fact,  all  the  French  troops   in  the 
city  were  brought  out.     Each  column  had  flying  artillery  with  which 
they  scoured   the  streets  as  they  advanced,  and    which  were  after- 
wards placed  in  spots  from   whence  they  could  do  most  execution. 
The  FreiKrh  poured  vollies  of  musquet  shot  into  the  streets  as  they 
crossed  or  passed  by  the  ends  of  them,  aiming  particularly   at   the 
windows  and  balconies  ;  for  the  Spaniards,    when    driven  from  the 
streets,  retired  to  their  houses,  from  whence  they  fired  on  their  diflferent 
French  columns.     In  many  places  the  French  burst  open  the  houses, 
and    massacred  men,  women,  and  children.       The  spot  where  the 
Spanish  citizens  made  the  most  glorious  defence  was  at  the  storehouse 
of  artillery,  which,  besides  ammunitinn,  contained  arms  for  ten  thousand 
men.     To  this  spot  Murat  sent  a  detachment  to  take  possession  ;  but 
they  found  it  already  occupied  by  a  small  number  of  the  citizens,  with 
some  artillery  men  under  the  command  of  two  gallant  artillery  offi- 
cers, called  Doaize  and   Velayde.    A  twenty- four   pounder  charged 
with  grape  shot,    placed  at  the  gate  of  the  storehouse,  in  front  of  a 
long  and  narrow  street,   and  levelled  at  a  point  blank  range,   made 
such  havoc  amongst  the  French  column  as  it  advanced,  tiiat  its  com- 
mander, was  obliged  to'  send  to  Murat  for  a  reinforcement.     Two 
other  columns  were  dispatched  with   all  speed   to   his  succour;  and 
these  columns   attacked  the  small  garrison,  on  both  flanks,  from  the 
windows  and  shops  of  the  adjoining  houses,    repeatedly  summoning  it 
to  surrender.     The  gallant  few,   however,  refused  to  listen  to   these 
propositions,   and  the  constancy  of   their  officers  remained  unshaken 
until  the  very  last  moment  of   their  existence  :  but  Velayde  was  soon 
killed  by  a  musket  shot,    and    Doaize,  who    although  his   thigh  was 
broken  by  a  cannon  shot  still  continued  to  give  his  orders  as  he  sup« 
ported  himself  leaning  with  his  elbow  on  the  ground  with  the  greatest 
composure,  at  length  received  three  other  wounds,   the  last  of  which 
put  an   end  to  bis  glorious  life.     On  this,   the  command  of  the  little 
party  devolved  on  a  Corporal  of  the  artillery,  who,    finding  that  all 
further   resistence  must  be  ineffectual,  at  length  agreed  to  surrender 
the  place. 

The  affair  was  at  length  put  an  end  to ;  not  so  much  by  the  military 
force  of  the  French^  as  by  the  personal  interposition  of  the  members 
of  the  council  of  Castile,  and  of  the  other  tribunals,  who  flew  from 
one  street  to  another  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  several  Spanish 
noblemen,  with  some  French  generals,  and  escorted  by  parties  of 
cavalry  of  both  the  nations.      Yet  this  generous  interference  weighed 

not 
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infaocy,  the  rising  s[)irit  of  the  Spanish  people,  who 
were  now  called  upon  by  a  proclamation  of  their  late 

iponarch, 


not  with  the  ferocious  invaders  ;  for  in  the  afternnon,  when  the  poor 
inhabitants  flattered  themselves  that  the  carnage  was  at  an  end, 
Murat  issued  general  orders  for  the  immediate  formation  of  a  military 
trii)unal,  of  which'the  blood  thirsty  Grouchy  was  appointed  president. 
Before  this  tribunal  all  persons  were  brought  who  had  been  made  pri- 
soners in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  or  had  been  found  in  the  streets 
with  any  kind  of  arms  about  them,  or  any  implements  whatever  that 
might  possibly  have  been  used,  or  could  be  considered  as  weapons  of 
destruction.  In  short,  all  those  who  were  found  with  musquets,  swords, 
or  even  penknives  and  scissars,  were  considered  as  equally  guilty,  or- 
dered instantly  to  be  shot,  and  the  sentence  carried  into  executioa 
without  a  moment's  delay. 
\  In  this    horrible  massacre   there  were    only  ten  thousand  French 

troops,  but  then  there  were  50,000  in  the  vicinity  ;  so  that  if  the  Spa- 
nish populace  had  put  the  whole  of  the  first  number  to  death,  still  the 
city  must  l^ve  endured  a  fresh  scene  of  massacre  and  desolation  from 
the  others. — And  all  this,  to  set  the  son  of  the  wtfe  of  a  Corsica n 
|)etty  fogger  upon  the  Throne  of  Spain  !  1 

The  horrid  scene  has  also  been  thus  described  by  an  Engtisb  Lady  ; 
•'  Words  cannot  describe  the  horror  with  which  we  hive  been  sur- 
rounded since  the  first  of  this  month  ;  the  approaching  storm  was  en- 
pecled  ;  but  on  the  I2d,  immediately  after  breakfast,  it  broke  out  in 
the  most  furious  manner.  Our  friend  T—  had  provided  a  retreat  at 
his  country  house,  about  six  miles  distant,  to  which  we  were  to  re- 
move that  evening  :  but  the  storm  overtook  us,  and  stopped  our  jour- 
ney. The  thunder  of  the  artillery  announced  the  business  ;  and,  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  the  whole  male  population  of  the  city  appeared  in 
arms  ;  wherever  a  French  soldier  was  discovered,  he  was  instantly  shot 
or  cut  down  ;  six  of  them  were  put  to  death  under  our  windoiin^s:  the 
$cene  was  dreadful  beyond  description. 

"  After  two  or  three  hours'  carnage,  particularly  in  our  great  street 
called  Alcala,  a  reinforcement  of  Frenchmen  poured  into  the  town, 
and  in  their  turn  become  the  assailants ;  our  doors  were  bust  opea  by 
the  defeated  populace,  and  seven  or  eight  of  tl?e  inhabitants  took  re- 
fuge under  the  couches,  an  d  in  different  parts  of  the  house  ;  butHie 
French  soldiers  followed  them,  and  in  my  presence  they  most  un- 
mercifully bayonneted  those  who  had  first  entered  the  room,  where  I 
and  my  children  sat  shievering  with  horror.  The  presence  of  a  young 
French  officer  protected  us;  and  he  had  the  humanity  to  continue  in 
the  house  the  entire  of  this  fatal  day,  to  w^hom  I  certainly  owe  the 
Uves  of  mjrsel  and  children.  All  night  the  inhabitants  Were  forced 
(o  illuniinate  t^heir  windows,  and  fifteen  dreadful  looking  fellows  took 
^entire  possession  of  the  lower  part  of  the  house  ;  they  soon  broke  op€fn 

the 
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monarch  dated  at  Qayonne  on  the  4th  of  May,  to 
obey  Miirat  as  the  liieutenant-General  and  viceroy  of 
the  kmgdoQ),  by  his  new  title  of  "  Grand  Duke  b( 
Berg/'  and  his  still  newer  one  qf  *^  Cousin  to  the 
King  of  Spatn«^' 

X}very  meand  that  could  be  taken  to  ensure  the 
complete,  subjugation  of  Spain,  and  to  prepare  for 
the  reception  of  the  **  Intrusive  King,"  were  now 
^tit  in  force,  not  only  by  threats  of  vengeance,  but 
all  kinds  of  internal  regulation  favourable  to  the 
'rench  cause. 

In  aid  of  his  designs,  however,  Buonaparte  found 
it  necessary  to  pay  some  attention  to  the  prejudices 
as  well  as  the  wishes  of  the  S^panish  people :  and  be 
threfore  called  an  asembly  of  the  Notables  through- 
out the  kingdom,  who  were  to  send  deputies  to 
Bayonne,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  new  constitu- 
tion ;  and,  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  he  published  a 
proclamation,  in  which  he  had  the  audacity  to  m^ 
sinuate,  nay,  almost  to  ^sert,  that  he  was  commis- 
sroned  from  -  Heaven  to  i^orm  their  government^ 
and  to  make  them  a  greats  a  glorious,  and  a  happff 
nation.  **  Your  Princes,*'  said  he,  "  have  ceded  to 
me  their  rights  to  the  crown  of  Spain.— ^Your  na^ 
tionisold^  mymmtonis  to  restore  it  to  its  youth." 
The  farce  ,pf  assembling  the  representatives  of  the 
Spanish  nation  at  Bayonne,  to  confirm  this  cesnoUf. 
was  now  got  up,  and  all  the  performers,  or  rather 
the  puppets,  went  through  their  parts  with  great  ap^ 
plause.  The  Spanish  nation,  however,  had  now 
opened  its  eyes,  and  was  not  to  be  blinded^  even  by 

8.  .2a  the 
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the  ce]lait>  which  they  plundered,  nor  could  the  presence  of  the 
friendly  officer  prevent  them,  l^e  follovflfcg  morning  was  a  ?pene  of 
Horror ;  simost  every  person  who  passed  through  the  streets  was  stain-^ 
ed  with  bloo4>  and  the  dead  bodies  lay  in  heaps  ;  it  was  reported, 
and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  Murat  intended  to  erect  some  works 
outside  the  town^  to  batter  it  to  tbe  grpund,  in  revenge  for  the  live9 
of  his  soldiers.  This,  however,  he  aband^^d.  Ne&t  day  we  wer« 
suffered  to  rcfflove  to  Ombro,  &c.^^' 
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the  inauguration  of  King  Joseph,  with  a  whole  tram 
of  unworthy  Spaniards  at  bis^  heels^  though  some 
of  them  were  of  the  first  families  in  the  country** 

Nor  were  the  patriots  of  Spain  even  misled  by  the 
proclamations  of  their  former  princes,  (who  now,  hur- 
ried as  prisoners  into  the  interior  of  France,  were 
content  to  sign  any  thing,  for  the  preservation  of 
their  lives,)  but  in  a  manner  almost  miraculous,  not 
only  in  their  provinces  at  home,  but  even  in  their  most 
distant  colonies,  started  up  simultaneously,  ^^  -as  if 
moved  by  one  indignant  soul  into  an  attitude  of  de«- 
fence  and  defiance,  and  declared  eternal  war  against' 
their  perfidious  and  insolent  oppressors;  an  event 
which  certainly  astonished  all  Europe :  and  no  one» 
perhaps^  more  th»i  the  tvrant^  who  iiad  treated  them 
with  so  mHch  contempt/^ 

The  enthusiasm  which  burst  forth  in  this  country, 
in  favour  of  the  Spanish  cause,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  government  and  of  the  people,,  is  well  remem- 
bered; and  perhaps  never  were  the  exertions  of  a 
government  so  universally  applauded  by  a  people  as 
upon  that  occasion. 

In  Sp^inr  tbe  insurrection^  as  it  was  called,  spread 
rapidly;  provincial  juntas  were  established,  which 
were  soon  resolved  into  one  supreme  central  junta ; 
a  friendly  concert  was  immediately  established  be- 
tween the  patriots  and  the  various  British  naval  and 

military 

*  The  French  seemed  determined  that  the  Buonaparte  family  should 
be  both  Heroes  and  Adonises,,  and  the  /Allowing  was  actually  toseit^d 
in  a  Spanish  newspaper  under  their  influence.  '*  The  Dlario  de  Man? 
resa  has  stated  in  one  of  its  numbers,  that  his  Majesty  Joseph  the  First 
is  crooked,  lame,  and  humpbacked.  Doubtless  neither  the  graces  of 
the  body,  nor  any  external  accoiDplishinents,  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
qualities  which  render  princes  objects  of  respect^.  We  can  assert, 
however,  that  our  monarch  is  well  proportioned,  though  of  a  middle 
stature  ^  and  that  to  il>e  fine  equalities  of  the  heart  j^d  the  head,  which 
eminently  distinguish  him,  he  joins  regularity  of  features^  and  a  Hve-i 
)y  and  agreeable  physiognomy,  For  the  rest,  this  prince  is  koowa 
throughout  all  France,  and  a  great  part  of  Europe,  and  will  soon  be 
t^ualiy  well  known  in  Spain.  In  tiie  mean  time  enough  has  beea 
i^id  in  reply  to  the  effrontery  and  falsehood  of  thi&  Diariode  M^f^^^^'^r 
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jmilitary  officers  in  the  vicinity  of  Spain ;  the  g^reat* 
'est  harmony  prevailed  amongst  the  various  provinces; 
Hod  the  French  fleet  in  Cadiz  harboar  was  taken  pos- 
session of. 

In  Portugal  too  the  sacred  flame  of  liberty  began 
to  spread,  and  was  fostered  by  the  jadicioas  Conduct 
of  the  British  admiral,  Sir  Charles  Cotton ;  an  alliance 
oflfensive  and  defenfiive  was  entered  into  by  the  two 
regenerated  nations  of  the  Peninsula ;  and  the  frfend- 
liest  relations  were  established  between  them  and 
"Qreat  Britain. 

Events  of  the  most  important  natnre,  previous  to 
our  taking  an  active  part,  now  took  place  with  the 
grei^est  rapidity.  In  Andalusia,  the  battle  of  Bay- 
len,  and  the  subsequent  surrender  of  the  French  army 
under  Dupont,  gave  great  spirits  to  the  patriotic 
cause,  and  the  French  imperial  armies  were  cepulsed 
iby  almost  unarmed  citizens  in  every  quarter^ 

From^  Valencia,  General  Moneey  was  repulsed 
with  slaughter  and  disgrace;    at  Saragossa^,^    the 

2  A  2  very 


^  Without  ^Qtei'ing  minutely  into  the  details  of  the  Spanish  exer- 
tions, we  may  notice  a  proof  of  the  general  enthusiasm  on  the  1 5th. of 
June,  during  the  battle  of  Saragossa.  This  was  of  the  most  desperate 
description.  The  first  assault  of  the  French  produced  a  sanguinary 
convict  qf  two  hours'  duration  ;  which  was  still  of  doubtful  issue^  whea 
the  brave  patriots  became  furious,  and,  with  irretistable  impetuosltyj 
fell  uj>on  their  opponents,  and  gave  no  quarter  to  any  that  fell  Into 
their  power.  The  result  was  a  complete  and  signal  defeat  of  the. 
Fcench  army»  The  ejiemy  having  been  reinforced  renewed  the 
attack  on  the  50th,  and  the  action  which  ensued  continued  until  the 
2d  of  July,  wbeo  they  were  again  defeated  with  immense  sl^ughtei:. 
Several  thousand  women  followed  the  brave  patriots  to  battle,  con- 
tinually cheering  their  husbands,  sons^  aind  brothers^  and  uttering 
sentiments  of  the  utmost  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  infamous 
oppressors  of  their  country.  They  carried  with  them  Uaggons  of  wine, 
with  which  jthey  occasionally  refreshed  the  fatiguing  patriots.  Fear« 
less  of  death,  many  of  them  shared  the  perils  of  the  conflict  with 
their  heroic  countrymen ;  and^  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  enemy  be 
it  related,  five  of  these  virtuous  heroines,  to  whom  the  generosity  of  the 
ancients  would  have  paid  the  most  devout  respect,  were  most  cruelly 
put  to  death  by  the  savage  ruffians  into  whose  power  they  unfortuoately 
Jiad  fallen. 
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very  women  acquired  miljUry  reoown ;  at  €i«- 
xo»a,  also,  even  the  monks  became  a  church  mili- 
.tant ;  aiid  although  the  French  General  Dubesme 
marked  his  progress  round  Barcelona,  and  indeed 
jtbrougnout  the  north  and  east  of  Spaing  with  the  ut- 
most rapacity  and  cruelty,  yet  the  i»»sue  of  the  b^ 
ties  of  Cabezon  and  of  Medina  del  Rio  Seco  made  it 
necessary  for  the  '^  Intrusive  King,'!  with  hiH  army, 
]to  leave  Madrid.^  The  liberation  of  the  Spanish 
troops  in  the  north  of  Germany,  so  insiduoqsly  drawn 

away 
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*  On  this  occasion,  according  to  his  u^ual  custom,  Joseph. plundered 
all  he  could  lay  his  hands  on^  taking  away  the  jewels  and  plate  of  tbe 
palaces,  &c.  on  which  it  became  a  common  jest  among  the  Spanfirds« 
<'  that  he  not  being  able  to  keep  the  crown  upon  hi»  head,  be  ba4  pvt 
it  in  his  pocket." 

The  French  having,  prepared  every  thing  for  their  march  from 
Madrid  on  the  1st  of  August,  (Joseph  having  already  set  off  on  the  3l8t 
of  July,)  on  the  preceding  evening  they  forced  open  the  gfttesiof  Ih^ 
}>ubUc  treasury  and  bank,  putting  the  inhabitants  in  sueb  terror  that 
they  passed  a  most  anxious  night,  thinking  that  a  .general  pillage  was 
about  to  take  place.  At  two  in  the  morning  a  cannonade  was  heard, 
iwhich,  though  at  first  considered  as  a  fatal  signal,  was  in  fact  but  the 
precursor  of  the  brightest  and  happiest  day  that  ever  rose  over  Ma- 
drid. On  this  signal  all  the  guards  were  withdrawn,  and  all  the 
French  filed  off  towards  the  parade  whence  they  marched  off.  Scarcfjiy 
did  they  appear  when  all  the  people  xia  through  the  streets,  and  the 
posts  of  the  guards,  but  nothing  was  to  be  found.  They  passed  to 
the  Retiro,  (a  palace  in  the  environs)  and  there  they  found  only  a 
few  dying  wretches,  and  here  and  there  a  dead  body.  They  beheld, 
"with  amazement,  the  ditches,  pallisadoes,  and  terrible  batteries  di* 
rected  against  the  city.  The  gun  carriages  were  in  flames ;  above 
70  cannen  were  spiked  ;  and  about  2000  barrels  of  powder  thrown  into 
a  large  pond.  The  inhabitants  of  Madrid,  on  seeing  themselves  de- 
livered from  the  destructive  apparatus,  gave  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  and  immediately  began  to  assume  for  their  badge  the  portrait 
of  Ferdinand  the  7th. 

With  respect  to  Joseph's  conduct  at  Madrid  it  was  well  ob- 
served that  pride  and  insult  accompanied  his  arrival ;  whilst  fear 
and  felony  attended  his  departure.  On  Monday,  he  exposed  his 
august  person  to  the  eager  view  of  the  populace,  and  on  the  Saturday 
was  glad  to  ta(ke  away  his  august  person  with  all  possible  secrecy  and 
di'^patch.  He  entered  Madrid  at  a  powerful  monarch  ;  he  quitted  it 
like  a  thief.  Such  are  the  Buonapartes  :  if  they  cannot  govern  they 
can  steal ;  and  if  they  cannot  be  permitted  to  play  the  part  of  kings^ 
they  will  content  themselves  with  performing  that  of  the  thieves  an<l 
robbers. 
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tiway  by  Buonapartei  and  their  return  to  their  iia* 
tiva  country,  gave  fresh  spirits  to  the  patriots;  whilst 
the  progress  of  the  insurrection  in  Portugal  induced 
the  British  government  to  adopt  a.  system  of  active 
co*operation ;  and  the  French  being  now  driven  from 
the  northern  provinces  of  Spain,  an  army  under  the 
comnmnd  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley^  though  destined 
for  Portugal,  where  indeed  it  ultimately  landed,  was 
now  sent  out,  and  its  first  assistance  offered  to  the 
^Spaniards* 

This  expedition,  which  at  first  consisted  of  about 
10,000  men,  was  assembled  in  Ireland,  and  sailed 
from  Cork  on  the  J  2th  of  July,^  arriving  at  Corunna 
CNt^the  20th  of  that  month.  A  few  days  before  hi.r 
arriyal  at  this  port,  the  battle  of  Rio  Seco  had  taken 
place  ;  and  the  Spaniards,  unable  to  retain  their  post* 
tiotis,  were  then  retreat ing*fast  in  different  directions* 
C^uefitei  was  then  proceeding  with  one  division  to 
Salmanca;  and  Blake,  with  another,  was  pushing 
on  for  the  mountains  of  Asturias; 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  immediately,  according  te 
tlie  spirit  of  his  instructions,  and  influenced  by  the 
intelligence  he  received,  offered  the  assistance  of  the 
^ce  imder  his  command  ,to  the  junta  of  Gallicia; 
but  they  replied  that  they  did  not  want  men,  and 
that  they  required  nothing  from  the  British  govern* 
ment,  but  money,  arms,  and  ammunition.  At  the 
ttme'tiaie,  they  expressed  their  confident  expecta- 
tioo  that  the  British  army  might  be  of  great  service 
to  the  general  cause,    if  it  could  be  employed  in 

driving 


•  Srr  Arthur  Wellcshjy  still  retained  his  situation  as  chief  secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  and  some  altercation  having  taken  place  on 
that  subject  in  the  British  Parliament,  it  turned  out,  much  to  his.cre* 
dit  and  self  denial^  that  he  did  not  receive  any  salary,  and  therefore 
"Waf  honourably  cl«ar  of  all  charges  of  participating  in  a  job.  Indeed 
his  disinterestedness  has  appeared  on  many  other  occasions,  4nd  is 
even  now  most  fully  examplified  in  his  constantly  refusing  to  acce))t 
Chose  pecuniary  offers  which  the  generous  gratitude  of  both  Spain  and 
Portugal  have  repeatedly  offered  to  him. 
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driving^  the  French  out  of  Ijitd>on.  It  was  also  stated 
that  the  French  were  still  in  force  in  the  north  of 
Portugal,  not  very  distant  from  Gailicia ;  and  there- 
fore against  them,  in  the  first  place,  Sir  Arthur  might 
commence  an  attack  with  every  probability  of  sue*' 
cess,  and  with  the  certainty  of  relieving  the  province 
of  Gailicia,  if  the  insurrection  at  Oporto  still  existed^ 
or  could  be  revived  when  he  reached  that  city. 

His  services  thus  declining  at  Corunoa,  Sir  Arthur 
trailed  to  Oporto,    where   he  was  informed    by  t|ie 
bishop,  who  then  acted  as  governor,  that  the  Portu- 
guese force  in  the  north  was  fully  sufficient  to   repel 
any  probable  attack  of  the  French.     lo  order  now 
to  ascertain  where  his  forces  might  be  of  assistance^ 
Sir  Arthur  left  his  little  army  at  Oporto,  and  *pro« 
ceeded  off  Lisbon,  for  the  |)urpose  of  having  a  con- 
ference with  the  English-admiral,  Sir  Charles  Cot« 
ton  ;  and  with  him  he  consulted  on  the  practicability 
of  forcing  the  entrance  of  the  river  Tagus,  and  mak« 
ing  an  attack  upon  Lisbon.     The  business   was  de^ 
eided,  however,  immediately,  by  his  receiving  a  letter 
from  General  Spencer,  who  was  then  off  Cadiz  with 
about  6000  men«     It  had  been  intended  that  this 
force  should  co-operate  with  the  Spanish  army  under 
Castanos,  in  their  operations  against  Dupont  in  An* 
dalusia,  or  else  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Arthur  Wel« 
lesley's  army ;  and  as  the  Seville  junta  thought  the 
aid  of  the  British  totally  unnecessary  for  the  fdrmer 
tsrvice,  and  Sir  Arthur  was  very  judiciously  of  opi-  .. 
nion,  that  little   could  be  .expected  from  eUber.W. 
own  force,  or  the  smaller  one  of  General  Spencer, 
singly  considered,  he  immediately  sent  orders  to  the 
latter  officer  to  join  him  in  order  to  proceed  upon  a 
plan  of  operation  in   Portugal,    preconcerted    with 
the  naval  commander:    He,  therefore,  joined  his  own 
division ;  and,   having  prpcured  all  tlie  information 
possible  respecting  the  actual  numerical  strength  and 
disposition  of  the  French  army,  determined  to  make 
u  liiiding  in  Mondego  bay,  to  the  northward  of  Lis^ 
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bon,  where,  although  an  open  bay,  yet  he  trusted  he 
would  be  able  to  effect  a  landing,  and  to  form  his 
army  in  order  of  service  without  any  immediate 
opposition  from  the  enemy;  and  pethaps  even  be 
assisted  and  supported  by  •  the  Portuguese  troops^ 
which  had  already  assembled  and  advanced  towards 
Coimbra. 

Whilst  preparing  for  these  measures,  Sir  Arthur 
received  dispatches  from  the  British  government  in* 
forming  him  that  5000  men,  under  General  Anstru- 
tber,  were  proceeding  to  join  him,  and  that  12,000 
more  under  Sir  John  Moore  would  speedily  be  sent 
for  the  same  purpose.  Along  \^ith  this  he  received 
information  from  the  shore  that  Dupont  had  surren- 
dered, and  that  the  army  of  Junot"*^  was  considera* 

bly 


^  General  Junot,  calling  himself  Duke  of  Abrantes,  which  be  has 
assumed  as  one  of  the  most  ancient  extinct  titles  of  Portugal^  is  the 
son  of  a  petty  corn-chandler,  at  Orleans,  and  was  engaged  in  the  ser* 
Vile  drudgery  of  his  father's  business  so  late  as  the  year  1789;  but  his 
dissolute  habits  having  induced  him  to  make  rather  free  with  his  fa- 
therms  cash,  the  old  man  not  approving  of  this  species  of  equality^  turn- 
ed him  out  of  his  house;' the  pupil  of  liberty  immediately  proceeded 
to  Paris,  where  his  active  philosophy  soon  introduced  him  to  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Jacob  Club,  who,  judging  him  fit  for  their  pur- 
poses, supported  him  a  short  time  in  the  capital.  The  operations  ui^ 
the  southern  frontier  requiring  an  augmetitation  of  the  national  army. 
Citizen  Junot,  in  his  zeal  to  regenerate  the  country  of  Nice,  which  at 
that  time  was  rather  unenlightened,  took  up  his^  musquet  and  marched 
for  Provence;  and  after  the  ravaging  of  the  territory  of  Nice,  in 
which  this  active  citizen  displayed  his  eivism  and^hilanthrophy,  he  was 
with  the  array  in  Provence  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Toulon 
by  the  British  and  Sp'anish  forces.  During  the  short  siege,  serving  with 
the  artillery,  he  attracted  the  notice  of  Buonaparte,  who  was  then 
Chefde  Brigade;  it  has  been  stated,  that  Napoleon,  during  an  heavy 
Cannonade,  enquiring  if  any  one  near  him  could  write,  Junot  imme- 
diately offered  his  services  ;  ^nd,  whilst  employed  on  a  drum  head,  a 
shot  striking  the  ground  close  to  his  side  covered  him  with  dust.  Un<< 
dismayed  at  th<^  event  he  coolly  observed,  that  he  wanted  sand  for  his 
letter.  "  You  are  a  gallant  soldier,^'  exclaimed  Napoleon,  '<  how  can 
I  serve  you  ?**  Give  me  promotion,*'  said  he,  •*  I  shall  not  disgrace 
it."  He  was  immediately  made  a  serjeant,  and  chosen  by  Buonaparte 
as  his  orderly  ;  and  displayed  such  a'biiities  and  coolness,  that  he  soon 
obtaiocd  the  rank  o(  an  officer. 
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My  weakeaedy  by  the  absolute  necessity  of  detachtaf^ 
6,000  troopi^  under  the  command  of  Oenend  Lotson^ 

io 


On  the  surrender  of  Toulon  he  made  hi ratelf  particularly  noticed  tsf 
.hit  share  in  the  atrocities  which  were  inflicted  on  all  thoae  who  bad 
favoured  the  British^  when  all  those  who  bad  even  lodged  an  Eoglkl]^ 
man  in  their  houses,  or  who  were  suspected  of  being  favourable  to  the 
old  regime^  were  assembled  in  the  Champ  d#  Mars,  and  butchered  ia 
cold  blood,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  women,  and  chit* 
dreo,  an  explmt  boasted  of  byAu  friend^  when  he  wrote  to  the  Con- 
▼enlion  **  upon  the  field  of  glory,  my  feet  inundated  with  the  blood 
of  traitors,  L announce  to  you,  with  a  heart  beating  with  joy,  that 
yeur  orders  are  executed,  and  France  avenged  !  In  the  following 
autumn,  when  Napoleon  was  arrested  as  a  terrorist,  after  the  death  of 
Robespierre,  Junol  shared  his  fate;  but,  being  liberated  by  a  geaerU 
amnesty,  be  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  patron,  and  waa  appointed  hif 
Aid-de-Camp  when  elevated  to  the  rank  of  Commander-in-Chief  in 
1790.  This  promotion  is  supposed  to  have  been  greatly  owing  to  bis 
intermediate  services  in  Paris,  particularly  on  the  4th  of  October  MQS, 
when,  on  the  contest  between  the  National  Convention  and  the  Sec- 
tions of  Paris,  respecting  the  new  constitution,  Buonaparte,  with  his 
artillery,  swept  the  streets  In  all  directions,  killing  or  wounding  with- 
out mercy  or  distinction,  till  upwards  of  eight  thousand  of  both  sexes^ 
and  of  all  ages,  were  left  weltering  in  their  blood. 

Throughout  the  campaigns  in  Italy  be  acquitted- himself  so  as  to 
preserve  the  confidence  of  bis  general,  partictilarly  at  Mondovi,  i^: 
Milau,  and  at  Pavia,  where  by  bis  cruel  atrocities  and  skill  in  plun-. 
dering,  he  proved  his  capability  of  commanding,  and  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  CoUnel.  When  the  expedition  sailed  for  Egypt  he  em- 
barked as  aid.de^amp>  and  took  an  active  part  in  that  country,  and 
in  Syria,  where  be  shared  Buonaparte's  most  secret  confidence,  with  the 
infamous  Duroc,  now  Grand  Master  of  tlie  Ceremonies  at  Paris ;  butt 
owing  to  some  unaccountable  accident,  he  was  not  one  of  those  so  slyly 
brought  off  by  Napoleon,  when  he  escaped  by  stealth,  not  only  from 
the  British,  who  were  looking  after  him,  but  also  from  bis  own  army, 
IJe  was  therefore  left  until  1802,  when  he  returned  to  France  ''cover, 
ed  witj)  glory  ;"  but  on  his  arrival  was  immediately  appointed  General 
of  Division,  and  soon  after  Governor  of  Paris ;  here  his  despotic  and 
cruel  disposition  made  him  an  able  supporter  of  Fouche,  whom  he 
rivalled  in  crueltyand  extortion ;  and  he  was  strongly  suspected  of  beinga 
as  well  as  Fouche,  the  private  encourager  of  a  daring  gang  of  house- 
breakers and  footpads,  who  were  the  terror  of  the  capital  in  the  winter 
of  1803,  and  of  whom  the  few  that  were  delected,  and  brought  to^'uf- 
ike,  were  invariably  screened  by  so^iie  invisible  power,  and  permitted 
to  elude  all  punishment.  He  resigned  tjhis  command  in  1805,  to 
our  Imperial  Brotlitr,  Prince  Murat;  and  we  believe  that  M  was 
shortly  after  this  he  chose  an  Albanian  Princess  for  his  spouse/  who  is 
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toqoeli  all   innttrrection  that  had  broken  otft  iti  ihe^ 

south  of  J^irtugaK  .^ 
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(be  present  Duchess  of  Abrantes.  When  Lasnes  had  ccStni^Leted  htl 
fortune  in  PorfugaU  or  v^hen  he  was  wanted  for  sdmi^dlhei^  tMirpose* 
lonot  snpefceded  htm  At  Lisbon,  wh^fe,  i^hh  eimduet  fit  ^m  ,wk%  not 
tobnital  as,thatof  h is  predecessor,  il  iirasj^  as  ^diifi^ioned  and  opi 
pressiTe,  though  clothed  in  deep  dtsVltinulatioh.  0&  the  retreat  df 
tite Portuguese  Court,  Junot  took  the  eomtiiand  of  the  French  trdofM 
destined  to  occopy  Pol>tUgal,  when  h«  shewed  his  character  lif  its  tro^ 
coloors,  bf  oocra^ng  the  fdrtti^^f  ifelisflon/  by  genei^l  conscrt piioiti  of 
*M  property,  and  by  6rery  rerMiHlonary  meanness  ftnd  atrocity,  wh\tti 
hate  soMong  disgraced  the  arms  Of  France, .  X)f  his  trinity,  dMsiitnt.* 
lition,  and  mere  reeetit  ro^eHe<^,  it  is  unnecessary  to  gtve  a  detail ' 
they  are  fresh  In  the  memories  nfatl/aa  wett  as  his  lN»adfing  aboift  tbJ 
reception  he  would  give  the  l^ilish  Atti0\9ti  who  have  air«a(^  gtVCri 
htm  a  lesson :  the  WeaUh  he  had  a(kj[ai^ed  iil  Pdltngat  was  V^ry:gr^t, 
batnf  that  he  was  Completely  sfHpped  by  sub||Ki»enl  eretits  at  Lis^ 
bon:  but  he  has  still  a  large  property  left,  which,  iAcIudrn^  the 
lands  gfftdtedtohifld.tn  Poland,  rssupiWMed  i6  amount  .to  f  7,0001.  per 
annum,  lie  h  horn  m  vig^our  of  life,  l^t  niost  uncmith'and  vulgar 
HI  his  appearance ;  his  face  bis  seamed  with  sears,  and  his  manners  are 
ntde,  boorish,  and  dbtrttsive;  he  is  iterant  of  all  kinds  of  leariiiiig, 
yet  is  reclconed  remarkable  for  his  deci^n  and  capabliky ;  and,  cer*  ' 
tainly,  his  conduct  an  a  general,  sinne  the  landing  <^oor  troops  in  P6r« 
tagftl,  did  not  bf^liethe<grneral  opinion  formed  of  httn.  Of  bis  honou^ 
the  following  anecdote  his  told,  which  we  believe  to  be  correct,  Ihbn^h 
we  do^  not  vouch  for  its  authenticity.  While  governor  of  Pfiiris,  he  vtai 
in  the  hafarlt  of  frequenting  the  gam Ulidg- houses;  and  onn  evening  al  ' 
FrescatI,  in  plain  cfothes,  accompanied  by  a  young  man  itI  the  s^m^  " 
eustome,  be  atood  near  one  of  tlie  tables  where  this  yonng  man  staked 
afQikEaux,  appnr^nflv  of  fifty  Ibnh  dWs,  at  rouge  et  notr.  Whenthd 
yoang  man  lost  he  afways  took  up  his  stake,  and  taitl  ilown  another  iii 
Its  stead  I  bntwhenat  last  he  won,  be  elCultingly  told  the  banker  td 
Count  the  c<4^e«/F  hUr^fcau,  when  it  was  found  m  contain  bank-note^ 
to  theamoebt  of  one  hmndre^  tbohsaifd  livre8>.about  4,5001.  A  demand 
so«K(raordhiaw*y  induced  the  bankers  to  refer  it  to  the  campaay,  whei^' 
Jonot  immediafeTy  interposed,  said  the  yonng  man  was  his  Aitl-de- 
Camp,.aad  swore  that  if  they  did  not  pay  hkn  instantly,  that  he  would 
omfgscate  the  bank,  and  arrest  every  Individ tial  of  the  company  ;  {,u( 
aoC  imtmidated  by  this  thi«at»  tbey  refused  payment,  when  this  just 
xepubiican  seised  the  cash  on  the  table ;  but  a  tumult  lakfng  place' 
the  guard  was  called  in,  and  ordered  to  take  sixteen  of  them  tn  pTtsoh' 
where  they  renMiined  until  they  could  settle  the  business,  whilst  Junoi 
and  his  Aid-de»Camp  quietly  pocketed  all  ihe  cash  they  couki  find 
and  returned  to  th«|jr  usuaf  aetfl^^Mfvtw !  I ! 
*  General  LQisoQ«  who  on  his  arrival  fram  Spaia  became  second  in 
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Aneedom  of  Loiaoo. 


>    Th^  e^pe^ition  arriyed  ia  Mon^egp  B^iy  on   tbe. 
29th  of  July.*  On  the  30th»  Sir  Aitt^ur  W^ie&ley  re». 

joined 


(wnmftod,  was  tome  liine  ago  third  in  command  of  the  army  of  £ng« 
land,  and  do  doubt  felt  himself  peculiarly  happy  in  oieetiog  the 
^kopktiptrt  fm  Fortugmase  gnxuid.  Uke  hi»  oooimanding  officer,  ht 
roie  from  the  ranks,  having  i»eea  in  the  life'gi^ards^  where  he  "wasoDe 
of  the  first  that  was  warped  from  loyalty  and  allegiance.to  his  sovereign 
by  the  Jaoobio  emitsaries.  Vain  and  Presumptuous^  he  aspired  to  oom-. 
mand^  and  obtruded  himself  lire<|iientty  on  La  Fayette  aa  deserving  of 
prorootHw  lo  the  Nntional  Guards ;  but.nol  hj^ving  received  any  iedu- 
^tioQ  (indeed  he  waa  totally  unable  to  read  or  wcite)  this  request  was  not 
complied  wttb«  wbloh  inspired  him  with  such  a  spirit  of  revenge,  that 
this  enltghteiied  citiaea  became  one  of  the6rst  accusers  in  the  Jacobin 
Club,  denoitocinf  Fnyette's  neglect  of  patriotic  merit,  of  which  he 
modestly  Induced  hioiself  aa.a  proof,  as  indicative  of  concealed  aris< 
tocracy^  and  of  treason  against  the  rights  of  man.  When  the  atrocioas 
attack  was  made  on  the  Thuitleries  on  the  memorable  10th  of  August, 
ha  was  contpicOous  as  a  leader  of  the  active  citiaens,  and  joined 
ioudiy  in  the  ytlls  of  **  no  qoarter«*kiU  the  Aristrocrats*  ^c.'*  and 
having  at  the  hiiad  of  a  strong  parly  of  the  rabble,  made  a  cowardly 
attack  on  four  of  the  Swiss,  he  was  so  warmly  received  that  many  of 
his  party  were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  latter.he  was  num- 
bered himself;  for  a  dangerous  bayonet- wbuud  sent  him  to  an  hospital 
(or  some  monthSt  where  it  isaaid  he  obtained  some  little  instruction  to 
lit  bim  for  the  part  he.  had  since  to  perform  in  the  Revolution.  His 
conduct  on  the  10th  recommended  him  ti>  Murat,  Robespierre,  and 
the  other  blood*thirsty  demagogues ;  and  on  his  recovery  he  was  ap- 
pointed commanding  officer  of  a  national  battalion,  destined  for  ser- 
vice with  the  army  of  Ardennes;  here  he  had  indeed  no  qpportuoity 
of  distinguishing  himself  as  a  warrior ;  but  his  civic  virtue  in  t^e  Mili- 
tary Jacobin  Clvbs  soon  raised  him  tp  the  station  of  Chef  de  Brigade. 
When  BarraSi  at  .the  l^ead  of  his  party  in  the  Convention,  brought 
forward  tbemoticto  for  tlie  re-election  of  the  twotiijrds,  it  was  at  £rst 
difficult  to  ^d  any  military  character  to  command  the  troops  attached 
their  cau>e.  AUast  Buonapartff  and  Loison  were  selected,  and  proved 
themselves  «0or4^  of  the  tfMst  reposed  in  them  by  the  Indiscriminate 
massacre  of  9»00p.  «0ii2v  —-we  beg  tbeir  pardon-* 8,000  ^odie^,  for  at 
that  time  there  were  no  ioiUt  at  Paris.  Loison  was  now  appointed 
i^resident  of  the  Military  Tribunal  of  St.  Hoche,,  where  be  gave 
full  swing  to  his  tyrannical  disposition  ;  but  aa  he  seepied  inclined 
to  push  for  the  fair  hand  of  ^he  immaculate  iotephine,  then  under  the 
protection  of  Barras,  bi|  friend.  Suoiiaparte,  by  lus  interest  with  Carnot, 
procured  him  a  command  in  HolJabd,  where  he  consoled  himself  like 
a  true  saru  culoUe  for  the  loss  of  the  future  Empress,  by  puiiing  oH 
iht  Dutchman's  breeches.    He  is  supposed^  by  \n%  infamous  extortions, 
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Joined  it,  and  t be  signal  Wa^  immediately  made  to 
|>refiare  toland.  On  the  31st,  however,  this  was  found 
..impracticable  from  the  snrf  on  the  beach^  Which  even 
in  caifnest  weather  runs  very  hig'h.  The  Alfred 
loat  nearly  twenty  of  her  people  in  sending  boats  or 
shore;  and  some  men  belonging  to  the  transports 
were  drowned.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  August 
the  first  <£vision  of  the  trbop^  was  landed,  and  marched 
towards  Lavos,  where  they  encamped  until  the  wbola 
were  disembarked.  General  Craufurd's  division  wan 
the  last  io  Uiid  :  bat  a  proportion  of  artillery  Were  sent 
on  shore  every  day.  '  . 

.*  The»joy  whh  which  the  troops  were  received  by  the 
■  Portuguese  inhabitants  was  excessive.  As  the  boats 
advanced  to  the  shore,  the  air  was  rent  by  the  ac^ki* 
matiens  of  the  people  on  the  beacii;  and  nothing  was 
•heard  but  blessings  ^n  tbe  name  of  Great  Britain,  the 
deliverer  of  the  oppressed.  Notwithstanding  the  ap<» 
parent  difficulties  attached  to  the  landing  of  the  expe- 
dition at  this  place^  it  must  be  recollected  that  this 
.was  the.  only  spot  where  he  couAf  land  so  ais  to  be 
within  a  few  days'  march  of  Lisbon,  and' at  the  same 
time  to  .possess  tacilities  for  the  necessary  refreshment 
of  8o  large  a  body  of  troops  sifter  their*  voyage,  and 
ibr.  their  requisite  eqntpment  for  a  march  to  the 
ctpAtah     Indeed  we  are  assured,  that  during  the  stay 
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to  have  realiccd  50^000).  in  Holland  ;  but  on  his  return  to  Paris,  by  the 
assistance  of  a  mistress  and  a  gam  bliog- bouse,  he  contrived  to  briof 
himself  to  his  original  state  of  equality.  He  was  an  active  assistant  to 
Kapoleooin  his  attack  on  the  Directory  previous  to  the  formation  uf 
the  Consulate,  and  was  afterwards  present  at  the  battle  of  MarengQ ; 
but  It  is  said  that  be  declined  a  coinmand  in  th?  St.  Domingo  army 
under  Le  Clerc»  not  being  inclined  to  give  up  the  pleasures  pf  Paris  (it 
the  West- Indian  luxury.  He  is  represented  as  Ignorantly  talkative  ai^d 
eager  to  push  his  opinions  on  every  subject;  and  has>  been  a.ccuse4« 
even  by  his  friends,  of  beiog  prodigal  of  the  lives  of  his  troops;  and 
bis  conduct  in  hit  route  from  Spain«  until  his  junction  with  Jhnot/  hM 
sufficiently  shewn  thai  rapine^  extortion,  and  murder^  are  stIU  cooti« 
dered  by  him  Ma  true  imperial  Republican  virtue.  .    . 

*  Sir  Arthur  Wcllesley  duriftf  this  month  atuioed  the  rank  'of  Lieu- 
tcBiAt-GeiieraL 
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of  the  army  at  thU  pUca,  tbe  whole  of  thi0  troops 
were  put  in  such  a  state  of-  comfort,  from  th«tr  rap^ 
plies  of  every  kind,  that  they  W^r^  in  condition  to  un- 
dergo any  fatiij^ue  or  privation,  withonta  morinQry  or 
any  real  detriment  tb  tha  ^ervic^.  Btsidea,  lie  wfts 
also  enabled  to. receive  assiatunco  from  Oporto,  where 
all  the  Diule»  and  carriages  of  the  country  had  been 
provided  by  the  Bishop  of  that  place  for  his  assist- 
ance. 

The  events  connected  with  the  choice  of  Mondego 
bay,  as  a  landing;  place^  are  tqo  important  to  be  slight- 
ly passed  over.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  to  observe,  that 
by  this  choice  be  had  the  fairest  prospect  of  concen- 
trating' all  his  force  with  that  under  Generals  Spen- 
cer and  Anstruther  bpth  of  which  detachments  were 
important  to  him,  before  hf  coukd  well  ventiive  tia  ap- 
proach the  Freojrh' force  whi^b  woukl  otherwise  have 
been  toQ  numerous   £(Kr  him,  to  vapture  to  attaek^    It 
'was  also  a  matter  of  serious  consideration,  that  Mar- 
shal Bessieres  had  bee|i  suc^ssful-  against  the  patriotic 
'armyjn  Leon,  and  might  therefore  hav.e  easily  ad« 
[vanced  towards  Portugal  to  reliere  Jiuiot :  whilst^  by 
chusing  this,  Dosition,  Sjr. Arthur  *WeUesley  would 
have  had  it  iabis  ppv^eyi*  to  intereept  him,  and  to  have 
'  given  him  battle  before  he  could  poisihiy  fomi  a  junc- 
tion with  thatt  General.*     It  bappei^ed  l>rtnnaMy» 

however, 

^   .  

*  The  4i<TicuIti?8  .$ir  Artjiur  had  to  sgtruggle  with  were  very  great, 

paKTcularly  froi))  want  of  co-operalion  on  the  part  of  the  Pbctoguese. 

^Unfortunately  q  coolness  sirose  from  a  demand  made  bj  the  laUer  for 

;  a  supply  of  provisions,  frop  tbe.EiiglUh  stores,  which  it  was  hnpoastble 

^  to  conipiy   with,  without  c;xpofing  our  own  troops  to  insoffieienfc  6t 

precarious  sus^en^ce*     In,  90Qft9i|i}f  qcf  ol  ihJft  reiasaJ,  the  Portuguese 

corps  separated  fronoi  the  lirltisb  iQXWl  and  though  Sir  Arthur  used  all 

]'his  endeavours*  and  made  every  reasoaabJe  proposition  to-reunitetbc 

*  two  armies,  he  Qould  not  acconH>U«b'  hb  purpose.    He  was'eyen  re- 
^  /fused  the  reiqfbrcenient  of   i(M)0  ij»f4Ptry^  400  light  troops^  and  2Q0 

'  c$vi^!ry, .  w,l,u>m  be  profnised  .to.s^pj^rt  ffoiii  the  British  stoaes.    In  con- 
'  sequence  of  this  want  of  co-opei^aU^^^  he  va&  fbrced  to  abandon  hts 

*  first  intention  of  attacitii)g  thej  .postal  o£.th4¥e»einy' which  were  csta- 
blis^d  «lon^  the  fo^t^.  an^to  afLMa^^e  upoo/  Hoieia^ 
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k^w^veti,  for  the  jcenefai  caase^  that  in  consequence 
«if .  the  successes  t>f  the  Spanish  army  in  the  south  of 
^paint  M^rsfaai  Bessieres  fonnd  himself  check  from 
any  advances  of  .that  kind ;  and,  iVom  some  circiim- 
Ataaces  of  tlisaster,  was  soon  after  compelled  to  retro- 
IHTtde  from  BeMyente  to  Burgfos. 
'   The.  certainty  of  Bessieres  having^  retreated  upon 
the  latter  place^  and  the  junction  of  Spencer's  divi- 
sion, now  enabled  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  to  under- 
take, consiNtantly   with  the  utmost  prudence,  active 
operations  against  Jutiot,  and  that  with  every  appear*- 
ance  of  success.     He  therefore  having  completed  atl 
his  arrangements,  with  respect  to  the  future  comfort 
of  the  troops,  and  to  their  complete  equipment  for 
thqir  march,  moved  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th 
of  August  to  tW  southward,' carrying  with  him  se- 
venteen days*  provision  for  the  whole  army,  in  case 
that  should  the  fleet  be  blown  off  the  coast,  mea 
might  y et  act  iodependeatly  of  it.     £ach  soldier  car- 
ried tliree  days*  food  in  bis^knapsaek  j  there  were  five 
days*  laden  on  mules  ;  and  nine  in  the  commissariat. 
Each  soldier  was  also,  furnished  with  J  20  rounds  of 
ball  cartridge.  ,  v     * 

The  British  amy.  reached  the  city  of  Leyria^  on 

the 


*  At  Lcyrta  Informal io|i  was  received  that  Junot  had  taken  posses- 
Woa  of  ibc  ^rqng  pat^cs  in  the  mountains  on  the  high  road  to  Lisbon, 
with  the  advance  of  the  army,  under  Generals  Laborde  and  Brenter  : 
and  that  he  proposed  moving  the  division  of  his  troops  under  Ix>ison  to 
the  asmlanceof  theforiliep,  aqd  would  most  probably  bring  up,  him- 
self, the  maki  strength  o#  the  French  army  on  the  same  position.  It 
w^t  also  iKMt  ascertaioed,  that  the  enemy's  advanced  pv>sts  were  at 
Abnhnca,  about  a  days^  march  in  front  pf  the  British  army.  Under 
these  cfircmnstances  it  became  essential  to  their  future  success^  < bat  the 
Drititk  siuNild  poisets  theni§elveft  of  tliese  passed,  before  Labord  shoujd 
be  reinforced  by  Ia»sod,  and  perHapiby  Jonot  hrmseff  with  the  whole. 
of  the  French  army,  in  a  position  which,  thus  strengthened,  might  op- 
pose the  Aost  tsrioot  ohstactes  in  the  future  success  of  the  campaign. 

It  hat  beva  laid  that  Sir  Arthur  Wetl^estey  was  to  anxious  for  glory, 
that  he  advanced  wiih  uaneccmary  rapidity,  for  the  purpose  of  gather- 
ing Uiisels»  befiircodit«tvhoul#'eome:to  supercede  him  in  the  com- 
mand. 
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the  12tb,  which  had  lutely  been  occttpied  by  the 
Frencji,  but  who  had  retreated  to  AbobiM^a  on  their 
iipproAcht  haviog  fir^  plundered  the  tewn,  and  com- 
juiited  the  greatest  atrocities.^ 
.  Sir  Arthur  Wellealey  nmrcbed  with  the  Britinh 
force  from  Leyria,t  on  the  ISth  of  Aagustt  and  arri?« 
ed  at  Ahobacatbe  next  day,  which  place  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  on  the  preceding  night.    On  the  Idta 

.'be 


mand.  vlt  is  evident,  however,  that  if  Sir  Arfhar  had  not  act  A  as  he 
tfkl  9t  Itoleia«  and  then  poshed  on  for  Vlmtera» '  even  ike  C&nrention 
ii*t(f  could  not  have  taken,  place,  as  the  FremHi  would  have  been  so 
strongly  posted,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  whoje  concentrated  force  of 
the  three  expeditions  from  Cork,  Portsmouth,  and  Harwich.  To  ac« 
.conplish  the  object  in  view,  every  species  of  baggage  or  camp  pqurp« 
,age,  which  eouW  at  all  impede  t  he  ra|iid  menementsof  tlnfarmy,  even 
to  the  soldier's  tents,  were  Jeft  at  Leyrta  ;  and  for  the  te9iaiii4er  of  * 
their  march  the  British  troops  slept  in  the  open  air  :  which,  indeed,  as 
the  weaither  was  very  fine,  was  not  attended  with  any  inconvenience. 

*  Otse  infamous  story  of  thetn  is  recorded^  that  but  a  few  days  be-^ 
Ibre  they  had  used  the  bishop  of  tbe^diocese  with  the  gceatett  indignity ; 
they  stripped  him  o^ked,  and  tied  him  down  in  the  chaif^  while  tlney 
brought  liis  niece  into  the  room,  and  treated  her  with  such  compli- 
cated violence  and  barbarrty,  that  she  died  on  the  spot,  before  tlie 
eyes  of  her  venerable  relation. 

TKis  cruelty  was  connnitted  in  order  to  extcfrt  ifae-^hurcfa-plate  and 
ether  property  which  Ihey  supposed  the  bishop  to  be  the  defKMitory  of. 

f  Until  their  arrival  at  Ley ri a,  the  army  regularly  encamped  every 
Bight,  principally  in  the  woods  and  vineyards.^  Sir  Arthur  purposely 
avoided  the  towns  and  villages  which  lay  in  his  route,  in  oitier  to 
escape,  as  much  as  possible,  putting  the  inhabitants  to  inc^venieoetf. 
It  may  also  here  be  remarked,  that  the  troops  on  taking  up  the  ground 
for  the  night,  were  also  encamped  in  columns,  in  their  order  of  . 
march,  instead  of  the  usual  mode  of  encampment  in  line— by  which 
much  delay  was  avoided,  both  in  encamping,  and  breaking  up  for 
their  march,  and  was  on  the  whole  much  more  adapted  to  tiie  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  soldiery  than  the  usual  method.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  marcii  from  Mood«^go-b%y,  up  to  the  gallant 
business  of  Yimiera,  there  was  n^  a  ^single  puoishment  inflicted  for 
straggling  or  plunder,  evep  of  the  minutest  article. 

Every  day  during  the  march  each  soldier  had  a  pound  of  fieSh  meat, 
and  a  sufficiency  of  bread  and  wine,  for  his  comfortable  sebsistenccL; 
'^nd  on  coming  into  action,  there  was  scarcely  a  sick  man  in  the  hos* 
pitals  of  the  camp,  the  whole  army  being  ia  such  a  state  of  vigour  and 
health  that  they  are  capable  of  any  eatei!pria&  they  might  be  put 
upon. 
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be  arrived  at  Caidas,^  \\)mn  he  found  that  the  ene^* 
my»  nboat  4000  in  numbert  were  posted  about  ten 
miles^  distant  at  Borica  uecai>;in|j^  Brilo^,  about  three 
miles  from.  Galdas>  with  tliqir^«d?ance^  postm*  As* 
the  ppsstession  ^  this  latter  village  wag  importaat  to 
his  fur-ther  operat4Qas,  he  immediately  determined  to 
occupy  it ;  and. as  soon  as  the  British  infantry  arrived 
upon  the  ground,  directed  th^t  l;he  place  should  be 
occupied  by  a  detachment,  coni^isting  of  four  com- 
panies of  rifiemeiii  of  the  60lh  and  the  95th  regiments. 
The  eiieniy,  consisting  of  a  small  picquet  of  infantry* 
and  a. few  ci^vaJry,  made  a  trifling  resistance  and  re« 

tir  d  ^ 

*  The  pre-eminent  happiness  of  England,  it  being  remote  from  the 
scene  of  war,  can  never  be  too  much  appreciated.  Here  we  enjoy  all 
our  comforts;  unmolested  by  the  din  of  arms;  bur  firesides,  our  amuse- 
aietits,  and- our  waterlog  place,  are  all  io  the  tmnqutllity.  Not  so  with 
Vnhappy  Portugal  ;  for  even  on  this^  very  spot  was  one  of  her  most 
agreeable  resorts^  the  watering-places  of  Caldas,  only  three  miles  from 
Obidos. 

.  A  slight  notice  of  Its  agremens  will  serve  more  fully  to  illustrate  this' 
observation.  The, town  of  but  small  size,  built  io  an  irregular  forin» 
hot  had  been  improving  before  this  unprincrpled  invasion.  The  houses 
are  small,  and  upon  an  humble  scale,  consisting  merely  of  a  ground 
floor,  and  with  v^ry  few  windows,  with  bad  flooring,  and  no  other  fur« 
niturethan  common  tables  and  chairs^  so  that  the  company  whocame- 
to  d.rinkthe  waters^ or  to  aipuse  themselves,  were  obliged  to  bring  i^mt. 
own  furniture.  The  inn  itself  was  intolerable,  so  that  the  company 
always  recided  in  private  houses  ;  and  such  was  the  place  frequented 
by  the  nobility  and  principal  merchanfs  of  Lisbon.  Public  amu«e«' 
meats  was  unknown,  and  the  time  was  rationally  spent  in  domestic 
partre9  or  in  Jittle  excursions. 

The  fashionable  system  of  the  Portuguese  was  to  pass  the  hot  season 
at  Cintra,  and  then  retire  to  Caldas  ;  on  which  account  the  coftipany 
was  certainly  more  brilliant  in  the  autumn  than  during  the  spring. 

In  the  middle  of  the  village  there  was  a  spacious  and  handsome 
batbing-bouse  erected  over  the  warm  spring,  foo«ded  by  the  late 
monarch  ;  -and  close  to  it  w^s  a  nost  benevpient establishment,  aa. 
hospital  for  the  poor  parents.  The  general  customs  were  not  very  plea* 
sant ;  for  the  company  could  only,  undress  behind  a  curtain,  put  oa 
their  bathing  clothes,  and  sit  upon  Hie  ground  in  the  bathes,  so  that 
the  water  reached^' up  to  their  necks.  The  sexes  indeed  were  sepa** 
rated  ;  but  then  there  ^ere  frequently  a  dosen  persons  in  the  bath  at  a 

time. 

Upon,  the  Mfbble,  the  situation  and  climate  is  ddifbtful  \  but  hap^ 
piaess  has  met  top  severe  a  shock  in  Portugal  \  -•  \ 
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tired ;  bot  they  were  followed  by  the  detaehinefit  of  the 
English  rifleman  to  the  distance  of  three  miles  from 
Bribs,  The  riflemen  were  then  attacked  by  a  nope* 
ri6r  body  of  the  enemy,  wlio  attempted  to  eut  them 
off  from  the  main  body  of  the  detachairei^,  but  whh^h 
had  now  advanced  to  their  sopport ;  larger  bodies  €4 
the  enemy  then  appeared  on  both  the  flanks  of  the 
detachment ;  and  4t  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
Major-Oeneral  Spencer,  (who  had  gone  out  when  her 
heard  of  the  advance  of  the  riflemen,)  wasenal>fed  to 
effect  their  retreat  to  the  village  of  Obidos,  of  which 
however,  they  were  left  in  qotet  possctssion^  the  enemy 
removing  from  that  vicinity 

This  was  the  fir^t  operation  of  oar  troops  ;  anrf,^ 
thoagh  they  were  overno'wered  by  numbers,  it  shewed 
that  general  -  spirit  wnich  has  since  so  much  distiu- 
guisbed  them  throaghotH  the  Portngnese  campaigns. 

Whilst  Sir  Arthai^  was  at  Caldas,  the  French  Ge* 
tieral  Laborde  remained  in  his  position  at  Roleia  ;  he 
therefore  determined  to  attack  him  on  the  morniug  of 
the  17  th.* 

From  the  information  which  Sir  Arthur  received| 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy*s  force  con« 
sisted  of  at  least  six  thousand  men,  of  which  about 
five  hundred  were  cavalry,  with  five  pieces  of  can* 
lion ;  and  he  also  understeod  that  Getieral  TiOi^n, 
wbo  was  at  Rio  Major  would  join  General  Laborde 
by  his  right  in  the  uiglU  of  the  16th.     Sir  Arthur  ao* 

cordingly 


'f  It  may  be  neettnry  to  jfremhe,  that  Boi«ia  is  sHoatcd  on  ao  emi* 
lieoce,  having  a  plain  in  its  front,  at  the  Hid  of  a  Talley  which  com- 
mences at  Caldasi  and  ia  ckoted  to  the  southward  by  moiHitaifis,  vhicb 
join  tbe4iills>  forming  the  valley  on  the  left,  looknig  from  Calda^.  In 
the  centre  of  tlie  valley,  and. about  S  miles  from  Roleia  if  theto'wn  and 
ancient  Moorish  fp^rt  of  Obtdo^  fmnv  whence  the  enemy's  picqoet  bad 
been  driven  on  the  Idthi  from  which  tin\e  they  had  ^ibsis  on  tlie  bills 
on  both  sides  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  in  the  plain  in  front  of  their  arfny 
which  wias  posted  tm  the  hicigbls  in  fn>nt  of  fioleia,  iU  ri^ht  resting 
upon  the  bills,  its  left  upon  an  eminence,  on  which  was  a  windmill 
and  thttwhole  covering  lowt  or  five  passes  tulQt  the  m^nntainEl  oq  tlvti^- 
rear 
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cot'dingly  formed  his  plan,  on  this  inforriiatioh,  and 
the  army,  breakinif  np  (Vonfi  CaUlasin  the  mornings  at' 
the  17th,  was  formed  into  three  columns;  the  right 
coDsistiiig'  of  twelve  hundred  Portng'nese  infantrvt 
and  fifty  Portuguese  cnvalry,  beinj^  destined  to  turn 
the  enemy's  left,  and  penetrate  into  the  lYioiditains  in 
his  rear;  the  left  consisting  of  Major-General  Fer- 
guson's and  Brigadier-General  BouWs  Ivri^ades  of 
infantry,  three  companies  of  riflemen,  a  brigade  of 
light  artillery,  and  twenty  British  and  twenty  Portu- 
gnese  cavalry,  was  destined,  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Ferguson,  to  ascend  the 'hills  at  Obi- 
do8,  to  turn  all  the  "enemy's  posts  on  the  left  of  the 
valley,  as  well  as  the  right  of  his  post  at  Roleia ;  this 
corps  was  also  ordered  to  watch  the  motionf;  of  Gene- 
ral Loison  onf  the  enemy's  right ;  the  centre  column 
consisting  of  four  brigades  under  Generals  Hill, 
Nightingale,  Craufurd,  and  Fane,  with  four  hundred 
Portuguese  light infant»*y,  the  British  and  l^irtuguese 
cavalry,  a  brigade  of  nine  pounders,  and  anc?ther  of 
six,  were  destined  to  attack  Li^borde's  position  ia 
fi'ont.*  •  . 

9.  '2  c  Such 
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I  • 

'^  From  tlipold  Moorish  fort  pf  Oi)ic|os,  the  road  run^  to  the  south- 
ward  over  an  i inclined  sandy  plaKV  toward*  Roleia,  a  large  cOiufortable 
village  of  about  ISO  houses,  ^y^txy  one  of  which  pQs&esses  either  an  in-, 
closed  garden  or  an  orchard,  Tlijs  assemblage  of  dwellings  and  incio* 
sures  occupies  a  small  level  plain,  bounded  on  every  side  by  heights, 
except  to  ti)c  west,  where  a  few  gentle  sweils  only  appear. 

The  country  bordering  the  road,  tJiough  commanded  by  the  rising 
ground,  is'  op^n,  and  favourable  for  an  advancing  arnvy,  until  ic 
reaches  the  skirts  of  the  gardens  about  Uoleia.  .The  face  of  it  then  , 
change*  w  the  left,  entering  from  Obidos  ;.  built  on  au  elevation  is  a 
stpali  church,  o/fering  a  good  post  fur  temporary  defence,  and  to  . 
reduce  which,  if  defended  v^ith  spirit,  artillery  wquld  be  requisite. 
Orchards  succeed,  with  olive  plantations,  vineyards,  and  gardens;  the 
whole  encompassed  by  hedges  and  ditches,  overlooked  by  ahe  woody 
heights,  and  which  must  be  scoured. Jby  light  troops  before  an  army  can 
safely  pass.  The  French  of  course  fahed  not  to  m^ike  the  molt  of  these 
advantages ;  and  their  rillemen,  placed  in  every  copvifnieotlfiot*  greatly 
annoyed  our  troops  in  the . approach ;  aod/niany  a  »happ  coate^t^took 
pljlcp  on  the  face  of  these  wooded  heights. 

Just 
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Such  was  the  force  of  our  little  aruiy. 

Tbe  columns  being  formed*  the  troops  mov^.d  froqi 
ObidoA  about  seven  in  the  morning',  the  ri^emei^ 
being  detached  into  the  bills  on  the  left  of  the  valley; 
to  keep  up  the  cotnmunicatioi^  between  the  centre  and 
left  CQiumnSt  and  to  protect  the  march  of  the  fprA^^r 
along  the  valley.  The  enenpiy's  posts  \vere  wcces- 
9ively  driven  in,  whilst  the  artillery  moved  ^\ong  tb^ 
high  road,  until  the  whole;  arpiy  formed  in  front  of  the 
French  position,  who,  finding  the  British  ^dvancing^ 
rapidly,  immediately  retired  by  the  passes  into  th^ 
mountains  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and  witl^  $ucb 
celerity  of  movements,  that,  notwithstanding  the.  vnj^i^ 
advance  of  the  British  iniantry,  th^y  f  scaped  withb^li 
little  loss,  owing,  indeed^  to  our  want  of  cavalry  la 
join  10  the  {lursqit.^ 

■     .  .  The 


Juit  ^itboiit  the  viilage  of  MiMricordJii*  and  to  Xke  right  of  (be 
bigh  road,  is  a  rishig  ground,  on  which  stand  /bur  wi^dnVills  of  strong 
qiasonry ;  here,  bidden  by  the  buildings,  the  British  artillery  wsl.s  placed; 
an  olive  and  cork  grove  skirts  the  base  of  this  mount,  and  is  extended 
parallel  tq  (he  front  of  Monte  San(a  ^nna,  a  distance  of  1000  p^ces  to 
the  left,  ^hading  tbe  road,  and  occiipyiiag  nearly  the  whole  breadth  of 
ibe  plain. 

Though  not  altogether  close,  it  gave  good  cover,  and  was  oot  easily 
seen  into  by  ttie  enemy.  The  principal  colun^n  of  the.  British  ^^3$, 
therefore,  enabled  to  approach  tb&  French  position  so  closely,  that  it 
deployed  for  the  different  aUadcs,  without  I'xperiencing^  dny  great  loss 
not  withstanding  the  constant  6re  (roin  the  enemy's  artillery  planted  on 
tbe  sumi^ut  of  the  hill. 

Tlie  situation  in  which  tbe  British  artHlery  was  pkc^d  was  so  veil 
chosen,  that  much  prais«  is  due  to  the  pQScer  commanding  that  partof 
the  force.  The  French  artilkry  op  the  contrary  was  placed  so  high 
that  it  cooid  fK)t  be  brought  to  bear  upon  either  our  line  or  our  cannpi),' 
after  our  troops  had  left  the  grove  ;  }  et  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  it  was 
advantageoiisly  seated  to  protect  tbetiftreat  of  their  advanced  parties, 
as  well  as  togaUour  co}iimnsuo  their  march  toivards  the  position  w4iich 
the  «Deniy  had  oecupied; 

^  A  fetter  from  an  officer  informs  that  in  the  action  of  the  \1th 
bflAugust,  ihe-20(h  rf\giment  coipmenced  the  auack,  and  was  bravely 
led- on  by  Colonel  Lak^.  The  f^emy  occupied  th^  village  of  Colum- 
b«fa,  situated  On  th^  priiteipal  road  to  Ibisbon,  and  of  course  necessary 
fjorour  fuf tiier  c^eratiom.    All«r  aomeskirmisbifig^  find  under  a  heavy 

in 
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The  po^itiondT^hich  tKeeriemy  now  took  a p  waiit  d 
formidable  one;  bdt  Sir  Arthur  immediately  mside 
dispositions  for  attacking  it;  and  the  riflemen  bejn^ 

2  b  2    '  already 
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ore  ffx>tn  the  surrounding  heights,  we  drove  the  French  from  thil 
point;  but  their' prindpal  position  Wa^  on  th^  heiglits  of  6oleia»  v^hich 
overlook  and  overtop  the  village.  Thetfe  were  our  4iext  object ;  add, 
on  con)pari«oti,  Salisbury  Craigt,  (bear  Edinburgh,}  will  give  you  the 
nearest  idea  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  passages  leading 
from  the  top.  Our  enterprising  antagonists,  you  nnay  be  sure,  bad  not 
negtected  these  r  and,  while  ciihibiilg  up  t^hrough  briars  ^nd  brush* 
wood;  plied  as  successively  with  grape  and  musquetry.  I  commanded 
the  riglit  centre  company,  the  fifth  from  the  right ;  c'ach  scrambled  up 
the  best  way  he  could  ;  and,  on  gaining  the  summit,  I  found  several 
oftcers,  and  about  60  privates  of  the  i9th,  who  were  in  front  of  me  t 
only  one*  of  my  own  coimpany  reached  the  top  with  me,  the  rest 
following  fast.  Her^  we  lost  that  distinguished  ornament  of  his  pro- 
fession, my  good  friend  Colonel  Lake,  and  many  other  gallant  offi- 
tiers,  fongt  my  companions  in  th&  regiment.  My -poor  private,  the  m6i> 
uienthe  stepped  up,  was  also  knocked  down  by  my  side;  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  he  asked  leave  to  shake  bands  With  me  ;  he  was  a  gopd 
soldier,  and  fe^  knew  their  duty  better.  Upon  advancing,  we  were 
immediately  attacked  by  a  French 'platoon  of.  ninety  men,  whom  we 
repeatedly  repijlsed ;  these  were,  however,  joined  by  another  of  the 
stfme  number  who  chafj^ed  us  with  the  bayonet,  with  whom  we  sus- 
tained tKe  unequal  conflict ;  but  our  litife  band  being  now  considera- 
bly advanced  in  fronf,  and  feduCed  to  25,  Major  Wray,  Captain  Ford, 
aYid  myself,  and  our  brave  companions,  w^re  under  the  painful  nt^es- 
sity  of  surrendering.  Even  this,  hoWever,  did  not  satisfy  the  sangui- 
nary enemy,  who  seemed  bent  on  bayoneting  us  SII.  After  many 
narrow  escapes  General  Bernier  at  last  came  up,  aqd  with  difficulty 
put  an  end  to  the  carnage,  and  to  the  distressing  scene  around  of  the 
dead  and  dying.  I  have  been  oftener  tUau  once  engaged  with 
French  troops,  and  my  former  opinion  still  remains  unchanged;  upon 
any  thing  like  equal  terms  they  have  nO  chance  with  the  British  bay- 
onet ;  so  it  would  have  been  the  case  now.  General  Bernier,  I  under- 
stand, (he  was  afterwards  taken  at  Vimiera,)  is  now  a  pri$;oner  in  Eng- 
land, where  Our  countrymen  ought  to  treat  him  with  every  possible  at- 
tention ;  hfe  not  only  saved  us,  but  the  liveft  of  many  other  partfes. 
AVe  were  hurried  away  towards  Lisbon,  and  put  on  ..board  the  Vasco 
de  Gama  in  the'Tagus",  from  which,  by  (J'eneral  Kellerman's  Conven- 
tion, we  were  soon  exchanged.  Soldiers  may  mention  their  hardships, 
but  never  complain.  I  ahi  npw  quite  recovered,  thank  God.  In 
place  of  wounded  they  were  very  nearly  i^turning  us  all  killed,  consi- 
dering it  inevitable.  During  the  time  we  were  prisoners,  and  before 
the  Convention  was  concluded,  We  dined  with  .the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  French  army.  General  iunot.  1  he  dinner  service  was  at! 
*  *  '      silver 
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fvlrendy  in  the  mountains  on  bis  r\jg\itf  no  time  was 
lost  iu  assailing:  the  different  pass^,  not  only  fortb^ 
tiupport  of  the  rifle  ogrps  but  with  the  hopes  of  a 
complete  defeat  of  the  iM-epdi  division.  The  British 
arniy  resolutely  advanced  to  the  different  passes, 
which  were  all  difficult  of  access,  and  some  of  them 
most  obstinately  defended  by  the  enemy  ;-  but  nothing 
conld  withstand  the  impetuosity  of  the  Briiisb^  parti- 
cularly of  the  JHh  and  SBtli  reg-iments  in  tbt?  centre, 
who  reached  the  point  of  attack  souicti'me  before  those 
on  the  flanks  could;  arrive  up.*  The  enemy  were 
:       V         '  .  now 


silver  plate,  &cn,  and  the  desert  was  served  cojii^l»:telv  in  gold.  In  short, 
it  was  the  most  splendid  tiiinif  of  the  kind  1  ev.fr  sat  down  to*  There 
Veie  a|>Oiil  tweniy  Frencli  olTicers,  lii^Ji  In  rapk,  of  the  paity,  who 
were  fill  verv  altentive';  General  Junot  liin)8?lf  was  rtpially  s<i.  I  never 
did  enjoy  more  pleasure  than  m  h'cn  General  Beresford  ordered  me  to 
inarch  J^Hck  al  Ihe  head  of  90  British  prisoners  to  the  camp,  wh^re  we 
were  joyfully  receivedi  Indeed^  niy  own.  brave  company  drew  up,  ami 
gave  us  thre*  liiiies  ll)ree  cJieers,  The  aruiy  is  slill  encamped,  and 
has  sulfered  considerably  from  jicki'Pss,  &c.  . 

*  It  vas  at  ihis  crisis  that  the  gallant  Colonel.  Lake  who. had  dis* 
tJiiguished  himself  so  much  witJi  his  falh\T  in  India,  fell  in  the  vrry 
jnbinent  of  victory.  We  have  had  occasion  to  notice  t^iis  yotithfol 
Jicro,  in  Ihe  section  respeciini;  hidia  ;  but  here  we  muNt  further  men- 
tion that  Gfeorge  Augustus  Frederic  Lake  was  second  son  of  that  gal- 
Jant,  able,  and  distingui^>hed  veteran,  the  late  Ij^ynl  Viscount  Lnke, 
whose  name  must  always  be  remembered  »vith  reverence  and  graiirude 
for  his  signal  services  to  British  India.  This  galtanl  youth  was  horn, 
in  17^0, and  entered  the'army  atsixteen,  at  which  ec'rjy  age  he  served 
as  Aid-du-Camp  to  his  father,  when  Commander' in  Chief  in  Ireland, 
and  was  present  at  the  various  action^  pf  Ca>>tlcbar,  Vinegar  Hill,  and 
Ballynamuck,  at  alj  of  which  he  displayed  that  resuluLe  fortitude  which 
Was  one  of  the  marked  features  of  his  father's  character  on  evervocca* 
sion  of  diflicully  or  danger.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  obtained  the 
command  of  a  company,  and  proceeded  to  Holland  ;  and  in  I  SOI  ac- 
toinjianicd  his  father  to  India,  where,  he  lilled  the  arduous  sUnatiohs  of 
iuMiiig  Adjutant-General  of  the  King's  Forces,  and  Military  Secretary 
lo  llif  Coinmander-in-Chief,  discharging  their* duties  with  the  utmost . 
assiduity  atid  abili(v;xind  at  the  same  tioie  with  great  advantage  to 
the  put)lic  service.  During  t|iis  ptrioci,  also',  he  iTeld  the  ofiiccof  De- 
p\\Xy  Quarter-Master-Geneiol,  in  >vbich  he  gave  universal  satisfaction 
to  both  otficefs  and  men.     ^  -  ,       '       , 

-     Colonel  Lake  returned  from  India  with  his  father  in  1307,  and  wa» 
1      '  .  sootf 
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now, driven  .from  all  the  passes  which  led  up  the 
mountalins,  and  the  British  troopjf  were  advanped  in 
the  plains  oq  their  summits,  the  i)tb  and  2Pth*  bein^ 
most  in  (ront,:  which  two  reginients  sustained  threa 
most  daring  and  gallant  attacks  made. by  the  French 
troops  in.oi'dcjr  to  cover  the  retreat  of  tlieir  main 
body ;  but  though  the  assailants  were,  in  return,  as; 
gallantly  repulsed,,  yet  tl)ey  succeeded  in  effecting 
their  retreat,  principally  from  ti>e  \j'ant  of  cavalry  on  ' 
the  part  of  ,t(ie  .  British,  a^d  from  the  difficulty  of 
brinj^ing  up  tlirougl;^  the  passes  a  sufficient  nuniber  of 
troops  and  artillery  to  support  those  who  had.  first  as- 
cended. .  "  .  •. 
In  thiij  affair  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  gfive  every  cre- 
'         '  '  dit 


80©n  AA^nvards  appolrrtcd  to  commnnd  the  29th  regiment  6f  foot.  He 
tmbarkeid  with  General  Spencer's  expedition,  and  proceeded  for  Gib- 
raltar and  Cadiz,  and  afterwards  to  Portugal,  where  he  thus  lost  his 
life,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of  his  regiment,  gallantiv  repelling 
the  fonjiidabie  change  which  bad  been- made  on  it  by  the  Frencli 
troops  undel"  General  Bbrurer.  He  was  shot  through  the  breast,  and 
never  sfK)ke  aRerwards.  Major 'Campbell,  aid-du-camp  to  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley, •*' as  near  him  wh^ii  hfe  fell,' and  immediately  went  to  hnn, 
e\'pressirtt»  his  hope  that  he  was  uot  seriously  wounded.-  Colonel  Lake, 
lifted  up  his  remaining  stfengtti,  awd  soon  after  expired.  His  body' 
was  then  covt'red  with  a  cloak,  and  after  the  action  was  removed  for  in- 
terment. When  Major  Campbell  was  passing,  many  of  the  wounded 
men  of  the  29th  regiment  called  out  to  him,  **  Nevfr  mind  us.  Sir  ! 
ftr  God*s  sake  take  care  of  the  poor  Colonel  !  In  thje  whole  course  of 
this  action,  he  displayed  ihat  ardent  valour  whicli' so  eminently  dis-' 
tinguished  his  father,  and  manifested  a  degree  of  professional  activity 
which  ha^  ensured  for  hiin  the  la"*ting  admiration  of  the  army,'and,^ 
will  transmit  his  name  to  posterity,  as  one  who,  on  every  service  of 
emergency,  had  uniformly  served  his  "  King  and  Country ,'\wifh  He-' 

REDITARY   HONOUR. 

*The  gallant  S?9ilv  regiment,  on  whom  the  brunt  of  this  day's  busi- 
ness fell,  has  often  distinguishes}  itself  in  Aoierica,  and  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  globe.  This  band  of  heroes  lost  nearly  500  men  on  this  day  ;*\ 
and  they  W4»re  pari  qf  the  force  of  4000  who  wrre  to  attack  the  narrow 
pass,  which,- fi\)m  its  situation,  if  well  defended,  must  have  been  im- 
pasfiable.  Notiung,  however,  could  withstancf  British  valour,  which 
after  a  long  and  tnost  bloody  contest  prevailed,  but  not  untU  the  French 
had  a  whole  corps  of  grenadiers  actually  cut  io  pieces. 
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dit'  to  his  enemy  for  the  ability  and  ^darity  '^itb 
ivtiicb  he  defended  bis  formidable  position ;  but  it 
must  be  reHiembered,  that  although  the  British  army 
was  superior  in  nnmbers,  yet  it  was  only  a  very  small 
part  of  it  that  came  into  action.^  .  Immediately  after 
the  battle  of  Roleiai  Brigadier-General  Anstrutbeif 
arrived  from  England  with  reinforcements,  and  tb^ 
French  begtm  a  general  movement,  as  General  Lot- 
son  joined  Laborde  at  Torres  Vedras,  when  they  both 
began  their  march  towards  Lisbon,  after  which  G^« 
neral  Junot  arrived  at  Torres  Vedras  with  a  small 
corps  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  general 
junction  of  the  whole  French  army  between  that  palace 
and  the  capital. 

On 


*  Tbe  whole  British  returns  were  one  Lieutenant -ColooeU  two  Cap- 
tains-r-in  all  70  killed  ;  one  Deutenant-Colonel,  three  'Majon,  six 
Captains — in  all  335  wounded.  In  order  to  appreciate  the  vast  conie- 
quence  of  this  victory/ we  must  recollect,  that  had  not  Laborde's 
strong  position  been  forced  critically  on  this  \'ery  day,  he  would,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  accounts^  have  been  strengthened  that  evening  by 
Loison's  division,  which  was  within  a  days  march  of  him;  and  it  was 
known  that  Junot  had  left  Lisbon  with  the  same  intention^  with  the 
whole  of  his  remaining  force.  As  it  was,  it  required  all  the  ability 
displayed  by  the  general  himself,  and  all  tlie  prowe^.  of  the  British 
troops,  to  drive  him  thence.  How  it  might  have  turned  out,  had  the 
whole  French  arn^y  occupied ^such  a  position,  it  is  not  easy  to  deter* 
mine.  Indeed,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  both  Englivb  and  French 
^fought  on  this  occasion  as  if  every  individual  engaged  was  fully  sensi« 
ble  of  the  absolute  necessity,  the  one  of  retaining,  the  other  of  forcing, 
the  important  pass. 

The  9th  and  2dth  foot  w^^re,  on  this  day,  for  some  time  exposed  to 
the  shock  of  the  whole  French  force^'they  havkig  been  the  first  regi- 
ments who  reached  the  heights.  Three  times  were  these  gallant  corps 
attacked  in  the  most  furious  manner  by  an  immensely  superior  forceof 
the  enemy,  and  as  often  did  they  repulse  them ;  till  at  length  other 
,  corps  iiaviug  surmounted  the  heights,  came  to  their  relief,  which  ena* 
bled  them  to  compel  their  adversaries  to  retreat. 

I'he  positions'  taken  op  by  the  Commander*in*Chief,  his.  mode  of 
attacking  the  enenty,  and  the  whole  of  his  subsequent  ma»toeuvres^  were 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  army  ;  whilst  his  personal  exertions  and 
activity  appeared  almost  incredible.  Wherever  was  the  hardest Jgbt* 
ing,  there  was  the  general  to  be  seen  ;  and  to  his  personal  .gallantry  no 
small  proportion  of  the  glarious' victory  may  faidy  be  ascribed. 
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On  the  IQth  Sir.ArthHr  Wi^lle^ley  heard  thefavour'^ 
able  intelligence  of  tb^  division  of  the  British  force, 
(dispatched  from  liarwich)  under  Brigtidier-General 
Anstruthcr,  being  off  the  coast  of  Peniche.  He  ac-% 
cordingly  iparched  to  Ijourii^ho,  about  ei^ht  miieii 
distant  from  Villa  Yiarde,  inclining  towards  the  sea^ 
ia  order  to  cover  the  If^nding  of  the  newly  arrived 
force,  and  to  effect  a  junction ;  both  which  measures 
Mng  coQipJetely  effected  in  the  evening*  of  the  ]dib^ 
on  the  90th  S(ir  Arthur  advanced  with  a  strength:  of 
nearly  i8.,000  effective  (neo»in  purauitof  the  enemy^ 
and  took  up  hi^  ground  that  evening  at  the  village  of 
Yifldierat*  which  be  occupied. 

}n  the  evening  of  that  very  day,  Liieuteoant  Gene- 
ral Sir  Harry  Blirrardf  arrived  from  England  to 
t^ke  the  command  of  tUe  troops  in  Portugal,  until  Sir 
li^w  Dalrymple  should  join  from  Gibraltar.  General 
Burrard  bad  left  that  part  of  the  expedition  which  he 

commanded 


*  The  village  of  Vimiera  is  situated  on  a  valley,  with  the  river  Ma-^ 
mra  nioning  througi]  it :  at  ttx  back,  and  to  tlie  westward  and  oorth- 
wardof  this  village,  ih(?re  is  4  mountaio,  the  ,weslern.f>oint  of  whicf^ 
touches  the  sea,  whilst  the  eastern  is  separated  by  a  deep  ravine  from 
the  heights^  over  which  passes  the  road  leading  from  Lourinho  and  the 
Qorthisardy  to  Vimiera.  Oo  this  mountain  the  greater  part  of  the 
,  British  army  was  posted  ;  and  oo  the  southern  and  eastern  sides  of  the 
town  the  rlflemea  weix  -posted,  near  a  hill,  which  uas  entirely  coin«, 
niaoded  from  the  main  position  of  the  army,  and  which  at  the  same 
time  coriimaiided  all  the  vicinity  to  the  south-east.  The  road  to  Lou- 
rinho passed  on  its  left ;  but  it  had  not  been  occupied,  as  the  camp  was 
only  taken  up  for  one  night,  and  there  was  no.  water,  in  its  vicinity., 
The jca,valry i  anid  the  reserve  of  a,rtillfry,  were  in  the  valley  between 
the  {fills  on  which  the  British  infantry  were  posted^  so  as  both  to  flank 
and  support  the  advanced  guard. 

t  liHitenarEit«*G«aeral  8ir  Harry  Burrard,  at  his  first  entering  the 
3ffny«  i9  177^,.  beici  a.  comipi^^ao.  in  tlie  0Ot^  Royal  Arnqricanf,  iot 
^bich  reigiiDeni  he  Sjerv^  sevjen  years ;  he  was  thence  promoted  to  the 
majority  of  the  14th  foot.  In  these  regiments  he  saw  much  active  ser- 
vice, both  in  America  and  the  West  Indies.  In  1789,  he  exchanged 
into  thfi  first BCgiintDt  of.  ibot»guards>  of  which  be  soon  after  became^ 
Ueu^eq^t-OoJoni^.  ,^iiic^  Uia)tpfriqd|  he  served  under  the  Duke  of 
York  in  Flanders^  and  atOs^end,  (wher^  h^  was^tafcen  prisoner,)  was, 
,  second  1n  cotnmand  under  Major-General  Coote,  he  had  a  brigade  in 
f      ^ollilft^,  and  also  served  la  itie  expeditiQi)  against  Copenhagen. 
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eommaniled  some  days  before,  in  the  care  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  and  came  himself  in  a  fast  sailing  vessel  to  the 
eoast.  Having"  had  communication  with  Sir  Harry 
eft  board.  Sir  Arthur,  in  the  belief  that  he  would  be 
attacked  the  next  day  by  the  enemy,  ordered  the 
troops  to  be  under  armd  at  sunrise  on  the  21st. 

After  the  affair  of  the  17tb,  General  Laborde  had 
fallen  back  upon  Torres  Vedras,  a  tolerably  large 
town,  21  miles  north  of  Lisbon,  on  the  day  of  his  de- 
feat, having  retreated  in  the  whole  about  17  miles, 
and  was  joined  in  the  evening^  by  General  Loison. 
General  J unot  arrived  there  on  the  followin^r  d»y; 
and  thus  the  whole  French  force  being  concentrated, 
tliey  determined,  as  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  fore- 
seen, on  attacking^  the  British  at  Vimiera. 

The  English  troops  were  under  arms  agreeably  to 
their  orders,  by  break  of  day  of  the  21st;  but  the 
French  not  appearing,  they  were  allowed-  to  take 
some  refreshment.  About  seven  o'clocjk,  certain  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  the  French  having 
reached  the  Coirimandcr-in-Chief,  the  generale  was 
beat,  and  the  whole  army  assembled  in  a  moment 
with  a  regularit}^  and  quickness  most-admirable,  and 
with  an  ardo\]^*  t'o  be  led  against  the  enemy  which  no 
danger  could  damp,  actuated  as  they  were  by  truly 
British  feel  in  nfs,  and  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  skill 
of  their  leader*.  There  being  still  time.  Sir  Arthur 
altered  his  |>osition,  and  took  that  in  which  be  deter* 
mined  to  await  the  attack  of  the  enemy  ^  about  a  mile 
in  front  of  the  village; 

The  French  first  appeared  at  eight  o*clock  in  the 
morning,  in  large  bodies  of  cavalry  on  the  left,  upon 
the  heights,  and  on  the  Lourinho  road;  and  the  ey« 
of  the  British  general  soon  decided  that  their  object 
was  to  make  an  attack  on  the  advanced  guards'  and 
upon  the  left  of  the  position ;  he,  therefore,  ordered 
General  Ferguson's  brigade  to  move  across  the  ra« 
vine  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  to  the  heights  on  the 
Xiourinho  road,  where  ^he  was  followed  t>y  pth^r  bri- 
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gades,  vhich  all  formed  with  their  right  upon  the 
▼alley  which  leads  into  Yimiera,  and  their  left  upon 
the  other  ravine  whjch  separates  those  heights  from 
the  range  towards  the  sea/  and  on  which  the  Portu- 
guese troops  were  posted,  supported  by  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd's  brigade.  Sir  Arthur  considering 
that  the  advanced  guard,  on  the  heights  to  the  South 
East,  was  ^sufficient  for  their  defence,  Major-General 
Hill  wad  ordered  with  his  brigade  as  a  support  to  the 
main  boiiy  of  infantry  in  the  centre,  and  to  serve  as  a 
reserve  for  the  whole  line ;  and  in  aid  of  this  the  car- 
Tlilry  were  drawn  up  in  their  rear.  The  ertemy's  at- 
tack now  began  in  several  columns  upon  the  whole  of 
the  troops  on  the  height  in  the  centre  ;  and  on  the  left' 
they  advanced,  notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the  rifle- 
nen,  close  to  the  dOth  regiment,  and  were  only  check- 
ed and  driven  back  by  the  bayonets  of' that  corps. 
The  second  battalion  of  the  43d  regiment  was  also 
closely  engaged  with  them  in  the  road  which  leads 
intoVimiera;  a  part  of  that  corps 'having  been  or- 
dered into  the  church  yard  to  prevent  them  from 
entering  the  town.  On  the  right  of  the  position  they  . 
were  repulsed  also  by  the  bayonets  of  the  d7th  regi- 
ment, which'corps  was  successfully  supported  by  the 
second  battalion  of  the  d2d  regiment,  which,  by  an 
advance  in  column,  took  the  enemy  in  flank. 

Hitherto  the  British  operations  were  corhpletely 
defensive ;  but  now  Brigadier-Creneral  Ackland's 
brigade,  in  its  advance  to  its  position  on  the  heights 
on  the  left,  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank,  whilst  a  can- 
nonade was  kept  up  in  the  flank  of  their  columns  by 
the  artillery  oh  those  heights.  At  length,  after  a 
most  obstinate  contest,  the  whole  body  of  the  French, 
in  this  quarter,  was  driven  back  in  confusion  from  the 
attack,  with  the  loss  of  seven  pieces  o^  cannon,  many  " 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  officers  and  soldiers 
killed  and  wounded.  They  were  pursued  by  tb^ 
small  detachment  of  the  28th  Light  Dragooqs ;  but 
the  enemy's  favalry  were  sp  much  superior  in  num* 

9.    '  2d  bers 
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bers  that  this  detachment  suffered  much*  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Taj  lor  being  killed  whilst  leading  it  on.^ 

Nearly  at  the  same  period  of  time  the  enemy 
attacked  the  heights  in  the  road  to  Lourinho,  support- 
ed by  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  and  conducting  them- 
selves ^'\i\\  all  the  impetuo^ly  so  congenial  to  their 
mode  of  warfere.  This  attack,  however,  was  receiv- 
ed with  great  steadiness  by  Major  (general  Fergu- 
son's Brigade,  consisting  of  the  36th,  40.th,  and  7Jst, 
regioients;  and  without  waiting  for  the  enemy  to 
close,  the  British  charged  them  with  such  gallantry 
that  tl>ey  instantly  gave  way,  whilst  tbe^  wbi^le  line 
continued  to*  advance,  supported  by  Brigadier  6ene> 
ral  Nightingale's  brigade,  which,  as  the  ground  ex- 
tended, advanced  and  formed  part  of  the  first  Itne.* 
This  support  was  further.strengtbened  by  tbe.29th  re- 
giment, and  by  Brigadiei*  Generals  Bower  and  Ack- 
*land  with  their  brigades,  whilst  Brigadier  General 
Crawford  and  his  division,  with  the  Portuguese  troops 
in  two  lines,  advanced  upon  the  height  on  the  left.f 

The  advance  of  General  Ferguson^s  brigade  was 
decisive ;  for  he^took  six  pieces  of  cannon,,  made  many 

prisoners, 

-  ■•  -     •  •       ■  I  11 1  »  1 1  ■  I    -- -* * ■ 

*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Taylor,  wbo4o6t  hi3  life  in  this  glorious  actionf. 
was  son  of  Dr.  Taylor  in  Berkshire.  This  gallant  officer,  at  the  head 
of  a  small  body  of  cavalry.,  defeated  and  pursued  a  numerous  force  of* 
the  enemy,  and  drove  thenijnto  a  wood,  where  they  were  reinforced, 
and  rallied  for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  shot  ttirough  the  heart.  As  » 
.  man  his  breast  was  fuil  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness ;  as  a  gentlema-H„ 
-his  manners  were  elegant;  as  a  Christian  he  was^ steadfast  in  faith^ 
and  joyful  through  hope  ;  whilst  charily,  the  very  bond  af  peace,  and 
of  all  virtues,  was  his  eminent  qualifications.  He  left  ah  amiable  wi- 
dow, and  three  children,  to  jameit  their  irre{>arable  loss,  and  dwell 
with  fond  and  lasting  reniemb^rance  on  his  virtues. 

f  During  this  paction,  jour  men  who  belonged  to  the  picquets,  and 
who  had  fallen  diwn  wcfurid^d,  were  passed  over  by  the  French,  in 
their  advance;  but  were  inhunianly  stabbed  by  them  in  the  lin>b^  or 
the  body  afterwards/  Hpw  did  the  British  behave  themselves  towards 
them  under*^  the^  sanvs  circumstances  ?  Their  first  act,  on  coming  up 
with  a  wounded  Frenchman,  was  to  unslipg  the  canteen  from  their 
shoulders,  and  pour  a  portion  of  its  contents  into  his-  quivering  lips« 
This  happened  in  ipnuiaerable  instances. 
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prisoners,  and  killed  ^nd  wounded  a  great  num* 
ber.*' 

A  slight  attempt  was  afterwards  made  by  the 
French  to  recover  part  of  their  artillery,  by  an  attack 
upon  the  7 1st  and  82d  regiments,  i^hicb  were  baited  in 
a  valley  in  which  it  had  been  taken:  but  these  regi- 
ments immediately  retired  from  the  low  grounds  in 
the  valley,  a  little  diststnce  up  the  heights,  where 
they  halted,  faced  about,  fired,  and  again  advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  'Who  by  this  time  had  advanced  to 
their  former  position  in  the  low  ground,  and  from 
whence  they  were  driven  soon  vvith  a  very  great  loss. 

The  field  of  battle  was  now  completely  in  possession 
of  the  British  army,  although  the  French  had  con- 
centrated the- whole  of  their  force  in  Portugal  in 
one  spot,  with  a  great  superiority  both  of  cavalry  and 
artillery.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  not  more 
than  one.  half  of  the  British  troops  were  actually 
engaged  in  this  signal  defeat,  in  which  the  boasting 
^nemy,  instead  of  driving  them  into  the  sea,  lost 
thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty-three  ammunition 
waggons,  with  powder,  shells,  stores  of  all  descrip- 

2  JO  2  tions. 


*  Major  General  Ferguson  is  the  same  officer,  of  whom  Sir  David 
.Baird  spoke  in  such  high  terms  of  praise  for  his  conduct  and  bravery 
at  the  Cape  6f  Good  Hope.  He  at  that  time  had  the. rank  of  Brigadier 
General,  and  had  the  command  of  the  Brigade  which  was  first  landed. 
He  represented  at  thrs  period  the  Fifeshire  district  of  boroughs,  and 
is  the  second  son  of  Willram  Ferguson,  Esq.  of  Kaith.  Though  his 
services  may  entitle  him  to  the  name  of  veteran,  yet  at  this  period  he 
was  only  35  years  of  age.  In  the  action  of  the  21st,  he  put  himself  at 
.the  head  of  the  38th  and  the  Grenadiers  of  the  Tlsl,  ordered  the  bag- 
pipes to  play,  waved  his  hat,  and  huzzaed  the  troops  up  to  the  very 
JDoutb  ai  the  enemy's  guns,  and*there  poured  in  a  most  destructive 
fire,  which  he  had  reserved  until  theif  near  approach.  The  enemy 
were  then  driven  back,  and  left  five  guns  in  the  possession  of  these 
gallant  fellows*  .  The  36th,  which  contributed  so  gloriously  to  their 
success,  upon  General  Ferguson's  returning  to  them  after  their  cliarge 
received  them  with  three  cheers.  The  French  70lh  regiment^  consist- 
ing of  2,000  men,  fought  with  the  utmost  desperate  courage,  Uut  wf^re 
aiu>qst  entirely  destroyed  by  this  brigade. 

5  Sir 
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tions,  and  twenty  thousand  roiiods  of  nmsqiiet  amina* 
nition,  with  one  general  officer  (Bernier)  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner^  and  a  great  many  officeni  and 
tioldiers  killed,  wounded,  and  taken.* 

Never  were  the  valour  and  discipline  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  troops  more  conspicuous  than  upon  this  occa- 
sion,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  gave  them  a41  due 
praise  for  their  gallant  conddct ;  but  though  ail  the 
merit  of  the  conduct  of  this  action  is  certainly  due  to 
Major  General  Wellesley,  it  is  necessary  to  mention 
that  he  was  Superseded  in  the  command  in  the  very 
middle  of  it  by  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Harry  Bor^r 
rardy  who  landed  soon  after  the  enemy's  attack  had 
commenced.  He  did  not  claim  any  of  the  well  earned 
praise,  however,  due  to  the  Major  General ;  but  very 
candidly  stated  in  his  dispatches  that  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  reach  the  field  of  action  in  time  to  witness 
and  approve  of  every  disposition  that  had  been,  and 
was  afterwards,  made  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  his 
comprehensive  mind  itirnishing  a  ready  resource  in 
every  emergency,  and  rendering  it  quite  qnnecessary 
to  direct  any  alterationlf 

The  loss  of  the  British  arnayy  in  such  an  extended 

line. 


Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  himself  declared  that  the  adi^ance  of  this  bri- 
gade was  the  finest  thing  he  bad  ever  seen  in  his  life. 

*  Among- many  other  gallant  circumstances' recorded  of  this  battle, 
one  is  particularly  mentioned  as  the  theme  of  admiration  of  the  whole 
British  army. 

'  Major  General  Ferguson,  whilst  in  advance  with  the  Highland  and 
another  brigade,  received  orders  to  retreat  slowly  fram  the  position 
which  he  occupied — this  he  did  slowly,  and  not  v'^  readibf;  the, 
French  ai-rny,  however,  pursued ;  General  Ferguson,  retreated  down  a 
steep  Jiill,  and  over  an  extensive  plain,  his  force  preserving  admirai>}e 
order.  /At  length  the  French  force  approached  his  reir  very  closely, 
and  pursued  him:  the  general  could  no  longer  repress  his  own,  and 
the  inclination  of  the  gallant  little  force  which  he  commanded-^ be 
faced  them  about,  advanced,  and  charged  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet, 
which  the  Frenchmen  not  being  able  to  withstand,  they  retreated  Id 
every  direction,  and  the  slaughter  was  prodigious. 

f  The  great  superiority  qi  the  British  in  that  most  essential  quality  of 

a  soldieri 


\ 
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line^.was  certainly  very  greats  but  not  so  heavy  as 
might  have  been  expected,  amounting  to  135  killed, 
of  whom  four  were  officers,  534  wounded,  including 
37  'officers^  and  the  total  of  killed,  wounded, '  and 
missing,  amounting  to  740.  This  glorious  battle  was 
fought  on  Sunday  the  21st  of  August,  and  we  have 
Seen  that  Sir  Harry  Burrard  arrived  even  during  its 
progress ;  but  it  is  a  curious  fact,  that  a  svperior  offi« 
cer,  in  the  person  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Hew 
Dalrymple,  arrived  the  very  next  day  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  British  army.^ 

A  few 


a  soldier,  cool, 'steady,  and  persevering  cqu rage,  was  decisively  and 
gloriously  displayed  throughout  the  whole  of  this  celebrated  btattle. 
The  enemy  were  certainly  rou^h  better  provided  with  cavalry  than  the 
British  ;  their  artillery,  though  not  served  with  siK:h  skill  and  effect, 
yet  was  more  numerous;  and  the  force  actually  engaged  was  also 
greater,  as  from  the  nature  oT  the  ground  occupied  by  our  troops,  and 
of  the  att'ack  made  by  the- French,,  not  more  than  one  half  of  them 
were  opposed  to  the  whole  army  of  the  enemy.  Yet  there  victory  was 
decisive jind  splendid  :  the  celebrated  manoeuvre,  to  which  Buonaparte 
is  indebted  for  almost  ail  hi8.vtctories,-^that  of  attacking  by  column, 
and  endeavouring  to  break  the  line  of  his  opponents,  was  attempted 
to  be  put  in  practice  ;  but  the  attempt,  thougii  made  with  all  the  cba* 
racteristic  impetuosity  of  the  French,  completely  failed.  The  British 
line  remained  firm  and  unbroken ;  and  when  they  ia  their  turn 
charged  with  the  bayonet,  they  proved  themselves  as  much  superior 
to  the  French,  in  attack,  as  they  were  in  defence.  The  enemy  fled 
from  the  charge;  and  this,  as  well  as  every  battle  in  which  the  British 
have  had  recourse  to  the  bayonet,  proves  that  with  it  they  are  irre* 
sistibie. 

*  Of  the  many  anecdotes  relative  to  this  battle,  that  prove  and 
illustrate  the  Jionourable  disposition,  as  well  as  the  personal  courage, 
of  the  British  soldiery,  two  are  especially  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

When  the  French  General  Beruier  was  wounded,  he  was  |n  danger 
of  liaving  l>een  put  to  death  by  those  into  whose  hands  he  fell.  A 
corporal  of  the  7  tst  regiment,  of  the  name  of  Mackay,  fortunately 
came  up  and  rescued  hini.  The  general  wishing  to  shew  his  gratitude 
to  his  deliverer,  and  to  reward  him«  made  ati  otfer  of  his  watch  and 
purse.  These  Mackay  refused  positively  to  accept,  to  the  surprise 
and  astonishment  of  Bernier:  who  probably  thought  ih^  the  corporal, 
in  rescuing  him  from  death,  had  a  view  solely  or  principally  to  his 
own  interest,  and  who,  from  what  he  knew  of  his  countrymen,  the 
French,  would  certainly  not  be  led  to  anticipate  the  refusal  of  what, 

according 
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A  few  hours  after  his  arrival,  General  Kellerman* 
came  in  from  the  French  lines  with  a  ftag  of  truce 
from  Junot  (the  soi  disant  Due  d'Abrantes)  in  order 
to  propose  an  agreement  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  convention  for  the 
'  evacuatiofi  of  Portugal  by  the  French  troops. 

On  this  occasion.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  communicate 
with  General  Kellerman,  and  some  articles  were  pro- 

Eosed  and  partly  accieded  to ;  but,  as  it  was  necessary  to 
ave  the  concurrence  of  the  British  naval  Commander 
in  Chief  then  laying  in  the  Tagus,  he  very  jvoperly 
objected  to  the  7th  article,  which  stipulated  for  the 
neutrality  of  the  port  of  Lisbon  as  far  as  regarded  a 
Russian  squadron,  then  lying  there,  ai^d  for  its  being 
permitted  to  sail  without  interruption. 

On 


according  to  bis  ideas  of  the  rules  of  vrst,  migbt  be  regarded  as  iawful 
booty. 

The  other  hero  was  a  Highlander,  of  the  name  of  Steward^  the  piper 
of  the  grehadier  company  of  the  same  regiment  in  Mbich  Mackay  was 
a  corporal.  Early  in  the  balt^  Steward  wa«  dai>gerously  wounded 
in  the  thigh,  and  of  course  rendered  unable  to  accompany  his  reg^ 
ment.  He  refused,  however,  to  be  carried  off  the  5etd  of  battle^  but 
having  been  placed,  according  to  his  desire^  in  a  situation  where  he 
might  bejsecure  and  uninterrupted,  and  at  the  same  time  be  near  hi» 
regiment,  he  continued,  during  the  remainder  of  his  jengagement,  to 
animate  the  men  by  his  martial  mu;$ic.  ..       ^ 

Mackay  was  very  deservedly  rewarded  with  a  commission;  and  the 
Highland  society  voted'a  gold  medal  with  a  suitable  device  and  inscrip- 
tion to  Mr.  Mackay  as  a  mark  of  Iheir  approbation,  whilst  to  Steward 
they  gave  a  handsome  stand  of  Highland  pipe^  for  hb  highly  spirited 
and  very  laudable  conduct  during  the  battle. 

.*  General  Kellerman.— The  French  were  always  rrtfia^'kable  for 
a  species  of  brusguerie,  but  more'partirularly  so,  since  the  Kevo]»itioi>; 
the  impertinent  ease  with  which  Kellerman  made  his  observation  on 
the  hard  biscuit  at  General  Wellesley's  table  has  a  parallel  in  his  con- 
duct at  PariS|  during  the  stay  of  the  Pope  at  that  capital.  Al  one  oif 
the  holy  drawing-rooms,  where  the  pious  Buonaparte  had  ph  ced  hiin- 
sflf  between  the  two  Cardinals,  Bellois  and  Bernier  (perhaps  in  jmita- 
tioQ  of  our  Richard  the  Third,  as.  Shapespeare  so  inimitably  describes 
him  appearing  to  (he  good  Citizens  of  Ix)ndun  between  two  holy  u)en) 
as  if  to  seclude  himself  from  the  conversation  of  the  prpfa^ne  s/mnetfs 

,     ,  aroun^ 
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On  this  occurrence  it  was  reg-nlated  that  Lieute- 
tmnt-Colonel  Murray,  Quarter*Master«GeneraI  to  the 
army,  should  proceed,  along  with  General  Keller- 
raan,  to  the  discussion  of  the  other  articles,  and  to 
ooDclude.a  definitive  arrangement  founded  on  them. 
Much  di,scus$ion  now  took  place,  and  the  Comman- 
der in-chief  found  it  necessary  to  avail  himself  of 
the  limited  period  pi*escribed  for  the  suspension  of 
hostilities,  to  move  the  army  forwards,  and  tc  place 
the  several  columns  upon  thie  routes  by  which  they 
were  to  advance;  and  at  length  the, ratifications*  of 
the  definitive  convention  were  exchanged  on  tbeSOtk 
of  August  1808.*  > 

After 


srotNid  iiini  ;  the  whole  tribe  of  grand  vicars,  grand  bishops,  and 
courtly  grand  alraoners/charmed  with  thedevotiooal  debut  of  the  Em- 
peror, surrounded  him  like  rays  of  celestial  glory,  when  the  etourdi 
General  observed  rather  loudly,  "  Had  Buonap^e  always  been  eu- 
"  compassed  by  troops  of  this  class,  he  anight  indeed  have  sun^  psalms 
"  witli  the  Saints  above,  hot  he  w,ould  never  have  reigned  as  an  Empe- 
**  ror  below."  This  unlucky  sally  was  overheard  by  Louis  Buonaparte; 
and  Monsieur  kellerman  received  orders  to  proceed  next  morning  for 
Hanover,  and  place  himself  on  the  staff  of  a  general  younger  thaa 
himself?  nor  would  he  even  have, escaped  sO;  well,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  interest  of  the  elder  KeHerman,  whose* influence  with  Duroc  saved 
hira  front  any  Other  p^ininhmcnt, 

*  The  purport  of  this  Convention  was,  ihat  Portugal  should  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  troops,  and  ihai  the  French  army  should  eva- 
cuate with  arms  and  baggage,  but  not  as  prisoners  of  war.  That  tfoe 
latter  should  be  transported  to  France  in  British  vessels,  in  which  the 
'  French  army  should  also  carry  aH  its  artillery,  tumbrils;  horses,  and 
%\x\y  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  gun,  together  with  all  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  armyy  private  property,  military  chest,  cavalry  horses, 
&c.  &c.  # 

The  reasons  given  for  this  extraordinary  capitulation,  so  favojurable 
lo  a  beaten  enemy,  were  stated  hy  the  British  general  in  his  public 
dispatches.  Me  said,  that  having  landed  in  Portugal  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  actual  state  of  the  French  army;  and  many  circum* 
stances  o(  a  local  and  incidental  nature,  whieh  doubtless  had  great 
weight  in  deciding  the  question  :  his  own  opinion  in  favour  of  the  ex^ 
.peiiiency  of  expelling  the  French  army  from  Portugal  by  means  of 
the  Convention  (which  the  late  defeat  had  induced  the  French  com- 
mander to  solicit,)  instead  of  doing  so  by  a  continuation  of  hostilities, 
was  principally  founjed  on  the  great  importance  of  time,  which  the 

season 
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Return*  of  Sir  Arthur. 

After  the  Convention ,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  Lord 
Paget,  General  Ferguson,  and  a  nouiber  of  officers 
of  inferior  rank,  came  home  on  leave  of  absence.^ 

It 


season  of  the  year  rendered  peculiarly  valuable,  ab'd  which  (he  enemy 
could  easily  have  consumed  in  the  protracted  defence  of  the  strong 
places  they  occupied,  had  terms  of  Convention  been*  refused  them. 
Besides  this,  be  considered  it  of  importance  that  at  the  tinie  when  the 
suspension  of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Moore  bad  not  arrived,  and  doubts  were  even  entertained 
whether  so  large  a  body  of  men  could  be  landed  on  an  open  anicf  dan- 
gerous tieach ;  and  even  that  being  effected,  whether  the  supply  of  so. 
large  an  army  with  provisions  from  the  ships  could  be  provided  for, 
under  all  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  shipping  were  exposed.  He 
acknowledged,  however,  that  during  the  negociation  the  former  diffi- 
culty was  overcome  by  the  activity,  zeal,  and  intelligence  of  Captain 
Malcolm  of  the  Donegal,  and  the  officers  and. men  under  bis  orders; 
but  the  possibility  of  the  latter  seemed  to  have  been  at  an  end,  nearly 
at  the  moment  when  it  was  no  longer  necessary.  That  there  were  some 
difficuhies  with  respect  to  the  coast  is  no  doubt  correct;  accordingly, 
that  DO  time  might  be  lost  in  .obtaining  anchorage  for  the  transports 
and  other  shipping,  which  bad  for  some  days  been  exposed  to  great 
danger  on  this  iron  bound  and  difficult  coast,  and  also  to  ensure  the 
communication  between  the  army  and  the  victuallers,  which  had  been 

.  for  some  days  cut  off  «by  the  badness  of  the  weather  and  the  heavy 
surf  on  the  beach,  directions  were  given  to  tbc^  Boifs  and  42d  regi- 
ments (which  w«re  on  board  of  transports  with  Sir  Charles  Cottoo^s 
fleet,)  to  land  and  lake  possession  of  the  forts  on  theTagus  whenever 

^  the  Admiral  thought  proper  to  do  so.  This  part  of  the  service  was 
therefore  carried  into  execution  on  the  moriitng  of  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, when  the  forts  of  Cascais,  St.  Juliati's,  and  the  Bugio,  Were  eva- 

j  cuated  by  the  French,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  troops. 
The  British  admiral,  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  under  tbose  circumstances 
feh  himself  justified  in  entering  into  a  cmiventioa  with  the  Russian 
admiral  Siniavin,  by  which  the  fleet  of  that -nation,  consisting  of  nine 
line  of  battle  ships  and  one  frigate,  were  surrendered,  to  be  held  by 
England  as  a  deposit  until  six  montbsi after  the  conclusion  of  peace 
between  Russia  and  England  ;  and  measures  were  immediately  taken 
for  their  being  sent  to  Spithead/ 

Most  certainly  th^  Portuguese,  who  had  been  pillaged  in  a  most 
shameful  and  outrageous  manner  by  the  French,  did  not  feel  pleased 
with  this  convention :  for  as  it  expressly  .declared  that  all  the  property 
belonging  to  the  individuals  of  the  French  army  was  to  be  considered 
as  sacred;  and  that  they  might  either  dispose  of  it  in  Portugal,  o^ 
carry  it  away  under  the  name  of  baggage,  the  most  shameful  abd  ra« 
^  pacious  pillage  of  the  Portuguese  took  place  very  soon  after  its  rati- 
fication, 
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It  roust  be  confessed  that  the  general  re^et  and 

iDdignalion   of  the  whole  nation  was  raised  by  this 

10  2  E  Convention 


fication.  It  ivas  aho  discovered  that  the  French  officers,  so  far  from 
discountenancing  and  repressing  those  shameful  proceedings  of  Iheir 
men,  rather  encouraged  them  in  it.  Ju  order  therefore  at  once  tc^ 
p-otectthe  Portuguiese,  and  to  keep  the  execution  t)f  lli<?  articles  of 
the  Convention  to  their  proper  and  just  meaning,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  appoint  commissioiiers,  v^ho  might  determine  wh»t  was^  and 
wiuit  was  not  private  property. 

One  of  the  mobt  pleasing  circumstances  which  resulted  from  the  vie- 
tpry  of  Viroicra,  and  the  consequent  liberation  of  Lisbon  from  the 
yoke  of  the  French,  was  the  freeing  from  bondage,  and  restoring  to 
their  country,  the  Spanish  troops  which  Junot  had  ordered  to  be  dis- 
armed, and  to  be  confined  in  the  vessels  in  the  Tagus.  The  day  on 
which  their  arms  were  delivered  to  them  presented  an  interesting  and 
grand  sight.  In  order  that  this  act  might  be  performed  with  the 
magnificence  which  was  justly  due  to  it,  all  the  British  and  Portu- 
guese troops  were  assembled  on  the  occasion.  The  sword  of  the  Spa- 
nish general  was  delivered  to  him  by  General  Beresford,  with  an  ap- 
propriate addiess,  in  which  he  congratulated  himself  on  the  honour 
which  had  been  allotted  him  of  delivering  to  a  Spaniard,  and  there- 
fore a  man  of  honour,  that  sword  of  which  he  had  been  deprived  by 
4iie  artifice  and  violence  of  the  foes  of  his  country  ?  and  which,  now 
that  he  had  regained  it,  would  undoubtedly  be  employed  in  its  de- 
fence.. As  soon  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  were  put  Jn  possession  of 
their  arms,  they  pronounced  a  solemn  and  unanimous  oath  never  to 
repose  till  they  had  seen  their  beloved  Ferdinand  re-established  on  the 
throne;  and  for  him,  their  religion,  and  their  country,  to  conquer  op 
die. 

It  may  truly  be  said,  that  a  battle  more  important  in  its  consequences 
was  never  gained  by  England  :— whether  we  consider  the  beneficial 
effects  which  must  result  from  it,  being  not  less  than  the  recovery  of  an 
entire  kingdojn  from  the  grasp  of  the  common  enemy; — ils  raising  the 
national  character  to  the  height  it  must  do  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 
a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  value  in  the  then,  as  well  as  in  the  present, 
state  of  the  world,  and  more  to  be  appreciated  than  conquest  itself ;.-—" 
and  the  consequent  debasement  of  the  military  character  of  the  enemy.. 
Again,  if  this  battle  were  solely  to  be  estimated  by  the  military  talents 
of  the  commander,  the  zeal  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  serving 
under  him,  and  the  individual  bravery,  pf  every  soldier  who  fought,  it 
will  stand  second  to  none  which  th)i  aii,nals  of  England  commemorate* 

Id  the  determined  fierceness  of  attack,  impetuosity,  and  obstinate 
resistance  of  the  enemy,  British  troops  have  rarely  been  so  opposed. 
'^  On  the  whole  it  was  a  great  and  glorious  day  for  Old  England,  and 
))jnds  upon  the  brow  of  the  general,  who  led 'her  heroes  to  the  held,  • 
yrreatb  of  laurel  as  fresh  as  it  is  unfading. 

In 
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Convention  te  a  great  height.  In  fact  the  throne  was 
Vesieged  as  it  were  with  petitions  from  all  [mrts  of 

the 


In  this  action,  indeed,  as  in  thatof  Roleia,  Ibe  want  of  oaralry  wai 
much  to  Ue  deplored ;  as  this  deficiency  atone  prerented  (be  victory 
£ro IB  being  as  decisive  as  it  was  brilliant.  In  spite,  howefter^  of  this 
deficiency ^  the  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  computed  at  les  than  4,000 
mep,  and  nearly  all  hjs  artillery.  The  French  had  in  the  ^e\d  ab<wt 
15,200  men,  of  whom  1200  were  cavalry  ;  but  this  latter  forc^  by  no 
means  distinguished  itself,  not  having  once  come  to  a  charge  in  the 
course  of  the  day;  but  its  position  and  numbers  were  formidable,  and 
it  continued  to  k<ep  in  check  a  considerable  body  olthe  firitish  troops 
occupied  in  watching  its  movements. 

The  boasted  French  artillery  on  this  day  was  served  in  every  respect 
far  inferior  to  that  of  the  British.  Indeed,  it  is  impoasible  to  convey 
an  idea  of  the  precision  with  which  the  latter  was  directed,  and  the 
execution  that  it  made  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The8hra{»nell  shells 
(.whose  name  is  adopted  from  their  being  the  invention  of  Coiooel  Shrap- 
neli,  of  the  ariillery,}  in  particular  made  dreadful  ha  vie  anaongthe 
ranks  of  the  French.* 

^he  honour  of  the  French  military  character  was,  howerer^  fbr  soma 
time  nobly  supported  by  its  infantry.  Their  mode  of  attack  was  in 
column ;  a  mode  of  warfare  which  Ihey  have  hitherto  succerafoily  prac* 
tised  against  the  Austrian  and  other  troops  of  the  continent.  On  this  oc- 
casion, however,  it  entirely  fsuled.  So  fhr  from  obtaining  tlie  object  of 
this  manoeuvre*  that  of  penetrating  the  English  line>  and  taking  it  then 
in  flank  to  ,the  right  and  left,  they  never  approached  near  enough  for 
the  British  bayonet  to  act,  without  having  their  heads  of  columns  inva* 
riably.  broken,  and  the  whole  thrown  into  confusion. 

What  also  contributed  materially  to  their  defeat  was  the  scientific 
manner  in  which  the  English  General  met  this  species  of  attack.  The- 
French  army  advanced  in  three  large  columns,  in  such  a^manner,  as 
t^  bring  them  all  to  bear  upon  the  Bntish  left  and  centre.  Intariably  as 
each  advanced,  and  independently  of  the  resistance  it  met  in  the  front 
it  was  t^ken  on  the  flanks  by  the  fire  of  corps  advanced  for  that  pur«. 
pose*  by  a  small  change  in  their  position ;  by  which  means  they  lost  a 
surprising  number  of  men  before  they  could  put  it  to  the  bayonet.    la 

»  ,  fact^ 

*  These  shells  are  made  so  as  to  contain  about  100  musquct  balls  ; 
and  are  calculated  to  explode  at  given  distances,  on  which  they  in« 
stabtfy  spread  death  and  devastation  around.  Indeed  so  much  were  the 
French  dismayed  at  the  effects  of  this  novel  instrument  of  war,  that 
miany  of  the  grenadiers  who  were  mad6  prisoners  declared  that  they. 
«ould  not  stand  it,  and  were  literally  taken  lying  on  the  grouAd,  or 
under  corer  of  bushes  and  the  hi  j^h  banks  of  some  ditches  ia  the  field 
•f  battle. 

8 


MARftUIS  OF  TTBLLINOTON.  31f> 


Further  aaecdotes. 


the  kingdom^  calling  strenuously  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  niotii^ea  which  could  have  led  to  the  tranl^action. 

2e2  Much 

fact,  in  no  case  did  the  French  come  to  the  resort  of  this  latter -weapon, 
that  they  were  not  instantly  broken,  not  standing  its  push  an  instant. 

The  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  attack  was  impetuous,  and  even 
furious.  As  they  approached,  thay  saluted  the  English  with  every 
opprobrious  epithet  which  their  language  is  so  eminently  fertile  in. 
While  on  the  contrary  the  latter  in  derision,  ebeered  them  asthey^  ap- 
prpached,* 

Before  the  aclion,  General  Junot  harangued  his  army  in  the  fbllow* 
ing  laconic  terms — **  Frenchmen  !  there  is  the  sea.  You  must  drive 
those  English  into  it !"  In  fact  they  did  their  utmost  for  three  hours 
and  a  half  to  obey  his  orders,  but  never  during  that  time  made  the 
smallest  impression  on  the  English  line,  although  they  repeatedly  ral- 
lied, and  tried  every  thing  which  could  be  effected  by  rapidity  of 
movement,  and  particularly  of  attack.  At  length  wearied  out  and 
beaten,  they  were  forced  to  give  way  in  every  direction,  and  were 
pursued  off  the  field  of  battle  by  the  British  infantry  for  a  distance  of 
three  miles. 

Numerically  speaking  it  must  be  confested  that  the  superiority  df 
troops  was  on  the  British  side  ;  but  then,  as  otherwise  observed,  not 
more  than  JOOO  of  these  were  ever  brought  into  action,  whilst  every 
Frenchman  was  engaged :  for  when  the  French  retreated,  General 
Hill's  brigade  which  formed  the  second  line  of  the  British,  and  were 
destined  to  receive  the  enemy  in  case  they  had  penetrated  the  first,  had 
not  fired  a  single  musquet,  were  quite  fresh,  and  might  have  been  led 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  immediately,  if  such  a  mancenvre  had  beeii 
judged  proper,  according  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesle^'i  suggestion, 

In  short  we  m*y  now  say,  agreeably  to  the  very  interesting  slric; 
tpres  which  appeared  on  the  occasion,  in  niore  than  one  periodical 
publication,  ^nd  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  thisanimadver. 
sion,  that  the  battle  of  Vimiera  was  decided  by  superior  generalship 
in  the  leader^  and  superior  bravery  of  the  soldiers— >e very  manceuvre 
was  practised  in  it  which  could  arise  out  of  the  combined  and  various 
'  movements  of  attack  and  defence ;  repeated  change  of  position  oc- 
curred on  both  sides,  and  the  palm  of  victory  was  at  length  the  prize 

.   Pf 

*  Their  dress  was  singiar.  It  was  blue,  with  white  facings;  over 
the  whole  of  which  was  worn  a  white  wooiien  surtout  somewhat  like  a 
waggoner's  smock  frock :  their  caps  were  square  like  those  of  the  Hu- 
]ans,  and  Ihey  had  goatskin  knapsacks.  Their  musquetry  was  through- 
,  out  formidable,  particularly  that  of  two  Swiss  regiments  in  their  ser- 
vice, who  behaved  most  gallantly.  The  voltigeurs  were  upon  the 
whole  good^  l^ut  far  ii^ferior  In  activity  and  rpal  servipeto  the  {i^nglhlt 
riflemeo. 
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Mgch  clamour  was  also    attempted  to  be  excited 
against  Sir.  Arthur  Wellesley,  although  he  wag  no 

longer 


.of  iiini  who  i)e9t  deserved  to  wear  it,  after  a  long  and  arduous  confltct 
of  nearly  four  hours. 

On  this  glorious  and  ever  memorable  day,  the  most  conspicuous  ci^ . 
cumstance  connected  with  it  is,  doubtless  the  con  duct  of  the  British. 
^Commander-in-Chief,  as  well  from  his  rank  as  his  responsibility— qn 
Jiim  every  thing  turned — to  his  conduct  every  one  looked — the  good 
or  the  evil  which  might  result  from  tbe  expedition  w^s  referred  to  hi;n 
alone. 

It  is  proper  further  to  remark,  that,  during  the  whole  of  this  period. 

Sir  Arthur  never  went  under  cover  at  night,  but  always  slept  on  the 

ground  in  the  open  air ;  he  was  the  tint  up,  and  the  Ust  down,  of  tiie 

.whole  camp  ;  sleeping  constantly  in  his  clothes,  and  his  horse  picquet- 

ted  near  him,  ready  saddled,  to  be  mounted  at  a  moment's  warning. 

During  the  whole  of  this  anxious  period,  he  was  cheerful,  affable, 
and  easy  of  access—- enduring  every  privation  himself,  he  was  attentive 
to  the  wants'of  all,  and  ever  active  to  obviate  them. 

Of  his  dispositions  in  the  field  notice  has  already  been  taken.  It^ 
personal  bravery  he  has  rarely  been  equalled,  never  excelled.  Con^ 
spicuous  by  the  star  of  the  order  he  adorns,  he  was  constantly  in  the 
hottest  part  of  the  action  :  whenever  a  corps  was  to  be  led  on,  from 
the  death  of  its  officer,  or  any  other  unexpected  cause,  Sif  Arthur  was 
on  the  spot  at  the  head  of  it. 

**  Is  it  wonderful  then,"  is  asked  in  the  very  perspicuous  eulogium 
/rom  which  we  have  selected  so  much—"  Is  it  wonderful  that  such  a 
man  should 'be  the  idol  of  his  soldiers,  and  the  admiration  of  his  bro- 
ther  officers  ?"  These  sentiments  were  universally  shewn,  when  he  was 
cheered  by  the  whole  line  after  the  action  of  the  2 1st,  exclaiming  *'This 
glorious  day  is  our  o/rf  Generars— and  whencongrtulated  by  the  general 
officers  on  the  victory,  they  all  eagerly  ascribed  it  to  him,  as  "  Exclu- 
sively his  own  ! 

*  Previous  to  the  departure  tff  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  he  received, 
from  the  general  officers  a  present  of  a  piece  of   plate  of  the  value 

of  one  thousand  guineas,  and  a  similar  one  from  the  field  officiers  serv 

...I'.  .« 

lag 

* 

9 

*  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  from  the  day  on  which  he  took  the 
pommanci  of  the  army,  until  the  day  on  which  he  resigned  it,  but  three 
desertions  took  place; — those  were  all  from  the  50th  battalion  of  the 
j50th,  a  rifle  corps ;  and  the  parties  were  foreigners.  Those  men  were 
caught  and  delivered  up  by  the  Portuguese  to  the  English  Provbst  Mar- 
shal ;  but  were  released  without  punishment,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
cjeportment  of  the  corp;  to  which  they  belonged.  In- presence  of  the 
whole  army.  Sir  Arthur  thanked  them  for  their  uniforift  gallant  con- 
duct, and  restored,  them  these  men,  without  punishment,  as  the  bes{ 
Toward  he  could  bestow  on  them. 
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longer  Commander-in  Chief  when  it  took  place ;  but, 
^aid  those  who  thought  proper  to  lay  the  blame  on  hini, 
•♦*he  was  the  officer  who  signed  th^  preliminary  arti- 
cles." To  this  his  advocates  answered.  That  he  llad^ 
merely  signed  those  articles  by  order  of  his  superior 
officers ;  '^  but  then,"  replied  his  calumniators,  ♦*  why 
did  not  he  object  to  the  business  fjntirely  ?" 

Before  we  enter  more  into  the  historical  detail  ot 
the  consequences  of  the  Convention,*  we  shall,  how- 
ever, make  one  or  two  observations,  which  will  per- 
haps set  this  part  of  the  question  at  rest.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  well  known,  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  on 
many  occasions,  expressed  to  his  friends  in  private 
his  disapprobation  of  the  Convention;  we  cannot, 
therefore,  suppose  that  he  was  active  in  its  formation  ; 
and  to  the  charge,  that  he  did  not  hint  any  disapprp- 
bation  when  in  consultation  with  the  other  Generals^ 
that  is  certainly  nothing  more  than  a  bare  siirmise^ 
and  must  fail  to  the  ground  when  the  facts  of  the  case 
are  considered. 

When  the  proposals  were  first  made  by  Junot, 
through  the  medium  of  General  Kellerman,  it  is  evi- 
dent thut  the  preliniinary  articles  were  sent  ready 
written  in  Frenchj  and  that  they  were  not  drawn  up 

conjointly 


iftg  under  him,  "  as  testimonies  of  the  high  jesteem  ia  which  they  held 
him  as  a  man^  and  of  the  unbounded  confidence  they  placed  in  him  as 
an  officer. 

*  It  is  also  a  curious  fact  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  England, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  operations  in  Portugal,  did  not 
extend  further  than  to  a  capitulation  on  the  part  of  Junot;  nay  there 
was  even  a  government  bullt'tin  posted  at  Lloyd's,  on  the  16th  of  Au^ 
gust,  staling  that  **  Generals  Wellesley  and  Spencer  had  formed  a 
junction,  and  landed  all  their  troops.  A  summons  had  been  sent  to' 
Junot,  who  proposed  to  capitulate  on  certain  conditions:  to  which  how*  . 
«ver,  his  brbther  officer.  General  Laborde,  would  not  consent" — and, 
5|ia  popular  military  publication  of  the  day,  it  was  added,  (the  Star) 
^*It  would  appiear  to  be  his  most  judicious  proceeding  to  capitulate,  as 
it  would  be  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  policy  to  accept  it,  and  to  grant  him 
^sy  terms.  His  position  is  so  strong  that  he  might  hold  out  a  long 
iime,  afid  it  is  for  the  interest  of  our  allies,  that  our  army  should  ht 
speedily  released  from  this  service  that  it  way  proceed  on  another,'" 
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conjointly  by  tbe  two  oegocintors.  Generals  Welka- 
ley  'ami  Keilerinan,  All»  tbercfforet  that  $ir  Arthisr 
Welleiiley  had  to  d(^»  was  to  recive  tbe  French  pro- 
posals, to  lay  them  before  the  British  C<^nimander-iD- 
Chiefs  and  to  obey  his  erder  to  nign  ihem  as  n  hesis 
forjuriher  discussion^  for  the  formation  of  a  d^ni- 
tive  Convention.^  This  was  an  order  which  be  ceuU 
piot  dittobey,  an  order  which  involved  him  in  M  re- 
sponsibility. But  when  thesq  prelioiinary  artides 
wei:e  to  be  aqt^  upon,  what  was  |he  case  ?•>— wby»  that 
Sir  Aithur  no  loRg^p  continued  a^  tbe  negociator^  hot 
was  superadded  by  Ci^Ionel  Murray,  when  the  find 
^r^U^les  yvev^  drawaup  in  Cngli^b,  still  evide&tly  upcm 
•tb#  skeleton  of  a  Fi^ench  p^^et^  s^  appears  from  tbfe 
attached  obji^eryntians  pf  the  JSngli^h  Coinniander-inf* 
Chief. 

Now  nobody  ever  thought  of  chargitig  Coloael 
Morray  with  having  done  wrong  in  aigning  and  ar- 
ranging  thie  final  article^,  a.  bustness  too  which  Sir 
Arthur  Wellessley  had  declined  \  if  so,  still  less  can  any 

blame 

*  Thosgb  we  have  b»x£irded  the  ffpffculatlons,  and  cerUiiQly  not  an 
pwcoper  one,  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesle^  in  signing  the  preliaYiBariM 
acted  only  as  an  agent,  we  feel  it  but  justice  to  all  parties,  to  state  more 
ftiHj,  that  when  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  stated  to  the  court  that  he  had 
W«a  grossly  aspersed  ib  the  {mbHe  prtftts,  to  serve,  as  it  would  seenii 
tbe  cause  d  a  ipore  favoured  officer^  ^c  and  that  be  now  pjedged  hii»- 
ffClf  that  Sir  Hairy  Burrard,  Sir  Arthur  Welksky,  and  bims^f*  wer^ 
present  with  General  Kellerm^n  when  the  preliminaries  were  discussed 
and  settled,  aod  that  Sir  Arthur  Welleslej  bore  that  prominent  part  in 
tbe  discussion  to  which  the  important  situatiAB  h«  held  in  the  coUDtry, 
tbe  glorious  victory  he  had  lately  obtainedj  aivd  the  inforniaiion,  mart 
particularly  of  a  local  nature,  which  he  posi«ased>  so  well  entitled  him 
to  assume-— Sir  Arthur  with  great  comdour  replied,  Ihat  he  regretted 
exceedingly  thai  any  thing  should  have  a|>peared  in  the  public  priats 
whii^b  could  be  supposed  to  have  the  effect  of  serving  hi)n  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  conduct  or  character  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrympif^;  and  he  dis* 
claimed,  in  bia  own  name,  and  that  of  bis  seiatives  aad  frieiidsy  aay 
approbation  or  knowledge  of  such  sentiments.  He  then  added,  **  that 
he  had  agreed  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  the  prtnca/)^  of  those 
articles,  thcpugji  be  bad  differed  from  him  in  some  of  the  detail;  i* 
Ilundaigned  the  preliminaries  at  the  desire  qf  Sir  Hevf  Dairffimpfej^  but 
not  ip  pQase4uen9e  of  any  comtnfi^n4  or  compi^lmoUt^  ^ 
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hl^mQ  possibly  attached  to  th^ latter  for  iHer^ly.gO^mg 
through  the  oi£cial  forms  of  the  acceptance  of  ^  j^i^* 
jet  in  orcjer  that  it  might  be  diBCUSsed^  It)  faof^  ^^ 
bad  no  right  to  refuse  its  acceptance  in  th^  first  p]^e^> 
^i)d  when  desired  to  jiign  it  accor^ngto  oiS^cial  Corm^ 
h^g  must  have  been  guilty  of  disobedienca  of  or^er^^ 
had  he^  refused,,  having  alrea4y.  voluntprily  accepted 
the  office  of  negociator*  ,1.. 

It  i«  evident  that  noblame^  th^reibre^  C0u)d  uttaoH.. 
to  him  individually  in  this  business  as  an  active  ag^ent; 
bat  had  he,  even  approved  of  its  principle,  ev&»  ^y&^^ 
it  is  a  question  of  opinion  whether  thf^  transaction  wasE> 
tilameablQ  ^r  not.  Indeed^  the  membens  of  the  .Board 
of  £nquiry  soon  after  instituted,  who  vt^ere  de^taiqly  the . 
best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  business  from,  having  the 
\irhole  evidence  before  them,  and  from  their  military 
habits  of  life,  even  they  were  divided  iu  opinion,  ,witll 
regard  to  its  expediency.* 

Their 
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*  Dnciiig  tbe  progress  of  the  inquiry,  on  the  29d  of' NcK'eniber,* 
Si^  Arthttf  Wellesley  founcl  it  ncccs«ary  to  enter  more  fully  iuto  hi8k)ivti 
vindication,  particularly  after  the  delivery  of  a  written  paper  by  Si^r 
Hew  Dalrymple;  and  he  then  stated  that  the  force  he  commanded 
consisted  of  13,000,  and  he  was  taught  to  expect  the  aid  of  O0tW> 
Portuguese;  the  Frencli  army  comprised  20,500  n>en,  and  was  in  pos*- 
stssion  of  the  fortress  of  Klvas,  which  in  strength  was  inferior  to  none 
o?  the  Second  class  in  Europe;  yet  he  felt  confident  that  the  British 
force  was  competent  to  advance  against  the  enemy,  an<,!  bring  th<! 
contest  to  a  successful  issue — that  the  line  of  march  he  had  proposed 
to  pursue  was  in  his  opinion  every  way  preferable  to  tliat  chosen  by 
Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  as  it  enabled  him  to  keep  his  force  concentrated 
and  to  draw  supplies  from  the  fleet— that  with  resjlectto  the  armistice 
concluded  with  General  Kellerman,  lie  positively  denied  that  he  was 
the  negociator;  and  although  he  certainly  had  signed  it,  yet  he  dis- 
clatcned  all  responsibility  for  its  honour;  that  though  he  thought  it  ex- 
pedient that  the  French  should  be  allowed  to  evacuate  Portugal,  with 
all  their  baggage  and  arms,  3^et  to  some  of  the  minor  terms  lie  could 
not  agree,  but  most  of  the  objections  he  made  were  over-ruled  by  Ge  • 
neral  Sir  flew  Dalrymple  j— that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  "Rqssiai^ 
flfeet  should  nt)t  be  included  in  a  treaty  with  the  French  ;  but  that  any' 
tiring  done  with  respect  to  thiem.  should  be  the  subject  of  a  dislinct 
treaty,  arid  with  themselves,  as  they  had  acted  a  neutral  part,  w/iilst 
m  the  T^gas,  &rc.  He  also  further  e)cpressly  stated  that  he  was  called 
by  Sir  Hew,  out  of  another  room,  io  $ign  the  treaty  which  he  read 

throughout. 
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Their  statements^  however,  seems  evidently  ta 
clear  up  any  doubts  which  may  still  remain  respect* 
iBg  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  conduct  and  opinions 
dnritig  the  whole  transaction  ;  for  they  stated,  that 
soon  after  noon  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Yimiera 
the  firing  had  ceased,  and  the  enemy *s  cavalry  were 
seen  from  the  left  of  the  British  army,  in  bodies  of 
about  200,  by  General  Ferguson  ;  and  about  the 
same  time  General  Spencer  saw  a  line  formed,  about 
three  miles  in  front  of  the  British  centre.  About  half 
past  twelve  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  proposed  to  Sir 
Harry  Burrard,  to  advance  from  his  right  with  three 
brigades  upon  Torres  Vedras,  and  with  the  other 
live  brigades  to  follow  the  enemy,  who  had  been  de- 
feated on  our  left.*  But  it  further  appears  that  the 
situation  of  the  army  at  this  moment  was — on  the 
right,  Major-General  Hill's  brigade,  which  had 
not  been  engaged,  was  on  the  height  behind  Yi- 
miera, and  at  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  from 
those  of  Generals  Ferguson  and  Anstruther  on  the 
left.  In  front  of  Yimiera,  and  in  the  centre^  were 
the  brigades  of  Anstruther  and  Fane,  which  bad  been 
warmly  engaged.  Brigadier-General  Bowes'  s^nd 
Ackland^s  brigades  were  advanced  on  the  heights  to* 
wards   the  left,    in  support  of   Generals  Ferguson 

and 


throughout,  and  after  making  the  observation,  that  it  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary one,  he  signed  it,  but  without  at  all  feeling  himself  respon- 
sible for  itscontentSj  and  particularly  condemning  the  want  of  stipula- 
'  tions  for  the  5000  Spaniards  confined  in  the  hulks  on  thcTagus. 

*  It  is  here  worthy  of  remark,  that  Colonel  Torrens  ()^clared  on  his 
examination,  that  immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the  French  right 
column,  and  during  its  precipitate  retreat.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  rode 
up  to  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  and  said>  *•  Sir  Harry,  now  is  your  time  ta 
advance  upon  the  enemy ;  they  are  completely  broken,  ^nd  we  may  be 
inr  Lisbon  in  three  days ;  a  large  body  of  our  troops  have  not  been  in 
the  action  ;  let  us  move  them  from  the  right  on  the  road  to  Torres  Ve- 
dras, and  I  will  follow  the  enemy  with  the  left."  To  this  Sir  Harry  rc-» 
plied,  that  he  thought  a  great  deal  had  been  done,  very  mucii  to  the 
credit  of  the  troops,  and  that  it  did  not  think  il  adviseabie  to  do  more^ 
or  to  quit  the  ground  in  pursuit. 
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and  Nightingale.  Brig^adier-Geheral  Craufdfd^s  bri- 
gade 'wd$  ^detached  'feather  to  the  rear  of  the  left, 
about  half  a  mile  froni  Major-iSfeneral  Ferguson,  to 
s«uppoft  th^  *  Porttigaese  troops  aiaking  front  in  that 
direction. 

Whilst  our  army,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  of  the  service^  was  in  this  scattered  direction,  it 
appears  further,  according  to  report^'that  although  the 
enemy  was  completely  repulsed,  still  the  degree*  of 
expedition  with  which  a  pursuit  could  have  been  com« 
menced,  considering  the  extended  position  of  the  Bri<> 
tish  army  at  that  time,  and  the  precaution  to  be  taken 
against  the  superior  <ravalry  of  the  enemy,  must  have 
depended  on  various  local  circumstances  only  to  h6 
calculated  by  those  on  the  spot. 

This  very  circumstance  of  a  superior  cavalry  re- 
tarding our  advance,  it  was  observed,  would  have  al-* 
lowed  the  enemy's  infantry,  without  any  degree  of  • 
risk,  to  continue  their  retreat  in  the  most  rapid  man* 
ner  till  they  shotrld  arrive*  at  any  given  and  advan^ 
tage'oos  point  of  rallying  and  formation  ;  and  it  was 
added  that  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  in  the  affair  of  Ro- 
leia,  when  the  enei!ny  had  not  half  the  cavalry  as  on  the 
day  of  Vimiera,  did  not  pursue  a  more  inconsiderable 
and  beaten  army  with  any  marked  advantage.  It  was 
a|so  considered  that,  as  the  attack  on  the  British 
centre  had  been  repulsed  long  before  that  on  the  left 
had,  the  attacking  corps  which  was  not  pursued  ex- 
cept  by  about  150  of  the  20th  dragoons,  had  time, 
above  an  hour,  to  re-ass^mble,  and  to  occupy  such 
ground  as  might  afterwards "  facilitate  the  retVeat  of 
their  right,  and  also  that  the  enemy  were  actually  and 
visibly  formed  in  one  or  more  lines,  at  abc||^t  three  miles 
ID  front  of  our  centre. 

'^  From  these  and  other  fair  military  grounds,  as 
allowed  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley ;  from  those  that 
occurred  in  Sir  Harry  Burrard's  first  interview  with 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley :  from  the  utmost  certainty  of 
the  immediate  anival  of  Sir  Jobn  Mopre's  eorps^ 
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which,  if  they  had  not  stopped  at  Mondego  bay,  woald 
have  been  at  Macera  on  the  dlst,  (the  day  of  the 
battle,)  Sir  Harry  Burrard  declined  making  any  far- 
ther pursuit  that  day,  or  ordeftng  the  army  to  march 
next  morning  early." 

It  was  further  stated  in  the  report,  that  Brighter* 
General  Clinton  and  Colonel  Murray  concurred  ia 
thin  opinion ;  but  it  is  evident  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  did 
not  agree  with  it,  otherwise  such  concurrence  would 
have  been  recorded. 

.  Thus  far  speaks  the  report  with  respect  to  the  in- 
activity of  the  British  army,  for  some  time  at  least, 
after  the  victory  of  Yimiera ;  then,  as,  to  the  more  im- 
portant point  ii  the  Convention,  it  goes  on  to  state 
that  when  the  proposed  treaty,  (ratified  by  General 
Juoot,)  of  the  28lh  of  August,  was  brought  by  Cap- 
tain Dairy niple  on  the  29th  to  head*quarters,  at  Ba* 
malhal,  all  the  Lieutenant  Generals,  (Burrard,  Mopre, 
Hope,  Frazer,  Wellesley,)  were  present,  liord  Paget 
excepted,  because  not  long  previously  summoned. 
*\  The  proposed  treaty  was,  however,  formerly  dis- 
cussed. Minutes  of  proposed  alterations  were  taken 
by  Sir  Arthur  Wellegsley,  as  laid  before  the  board, 
wd  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  has  no 
reason  to  believe  that  Sir  John  Moore,  or  any  of  the 
Lieutenaut-Generats  that  came  with  him,  expressed 
any  disapprobation  of  the  state  and  terms  of  the  nego- 
ciation.' 

This  silence,  however,  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  on 
that  day,  or  his  even  taking  minutes  of  proposed  al- 
terations, in  order  to  mend  the  measures,  certainly 
ojught  not  to  be  brought  forward  as  proofs  of  his  hav- 
ing approved  of  it.  That  he  might  have  considered 
it  useless  then  to  oppose  it  is  not,  indeed,  unlikely : 
for,  as  matters  then  stood,  it  was  no  doubt  the  wisest 
measure  to  get  rid  of  the  French  army  as  quick  aa 
possible,  as  long  as  that  could  be  done  without  dis- 
grace to  the  British  arms ;  for  the  battle,  the  defeat,. 
^  the  proposed  porsait  on  the  part  of  Sir  Arthur,. 
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had  all  taken 'place  on  ibe  21st>  whilst  this  neg'ocia*- 
tioa  was  only  m  train  oo  the  ^Qth,  tbas  having  allow- 
ed the  French  a  whole  week  to  strengthen  themselvets 
in  their  positions,  and  perhaps  to  havepnt  it  totally 
out  of  the  power  of  the  British  army  to  dislodge 
them,  except  by  a  Convention,  in  a  space  of  time 
short  of  three  months,  and  that  jKerhaps  accom-* 
panied  >with  the  total  destruction  of  the  city  of 
Lisbon* 

That  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  did  then  make  no  ob^ 
jections  is  not  at  all  extraordinary ;  and  we  have, 
therefore,  only  to  add  that  *^  the  treaty  with  the  al-* 
terations  proposed  were  transmitted  to  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Murray.  It  appears  when  the  treaty  con^ 
eluded  by  Lieutenant->Colonel  Murray  on  the  30th 
was  brought  by  him  to  Torres  Yedras  on  the  dlst  for 
ratification,  the  Lieutenant-General:)  present  were 
convened,  and  Sir  Arthur  WeUesUy  was  sent  ftm* 
Lord  Paget,  who  was  at  a  distance,  did  not  conie^ 
nor  did  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 9  his  corps  having  march* 
ed  that  raornin&f. 

The  Board  of  Inquiry,  after  what  may  be  called  > 
very  full  statement  of  the  business  in  question,  closed 
with  paying  high  compliments  to  the  various  officers 
for  their  2eal,  firmness,  ardour,  gallantry,  &c.  but 
it  is  something  remarkable  that  the  most  important 
purposes  for  which  they,  were  assembled  were-not^ 
fulfilled,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander^in* 
*Chief ;  for  his  Royal  Higness  in  a  letter  to  the  Pre*, 
sident.  Sir  David  Dundas,  observed  that  their  opi^ 
nians  respecting  the  conditions  of  the  armistice  and 
convention  had  been  altogether  omitted ;  and  that 
he  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  their  attention 
to  these  two  principal  points  in  this  important  case^ 
and  to  desire  that  they  would  take  the  same  again 
into  their  most  serious  consideration,  and  subjoin  it  to 
the  opinion  they ^ had  already  given  on  the  othet* 
points,  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  that  ap*^ 
pmred  ill  evidence  before  them*  r^pecting  the  rela^ 
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ti  ve  situation  of  the  twa  armies,  on  the  2%A  if  August, 
it  was  their  opinion  that  an  armistice  was  advisable ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the'  terms  were  such  as  ought  tt 
have  been  ag^reed  upom?  The  Commander-io-Chiel 
fdso,  rt^quired  tbem  to  consider  whether  it  was  pro- 
per 4o  enter  upon  a  Gonveiifion,  subsequent  tc 
the  armistice^  «nd  after  all  the  British  forces  were 
landed. 

In  consequence  of  this  the  Board  met  again!  Thi 
questions  were  pot  to  each  of  the  members  ;  some  o1 
whom  approved  the  measures,  whilst  others  disap 
proved  of  them^  each  party  giving  their  reasons  foi 
their  opinions ;  and  this  difference  was  at  length  flnal 
ly  settled  by  a  formal  declaration  of  disapprobatior 
on  the  part  of  the  King,  of  both  the  Armistice  an( 
Convention,  which,  with  reasons  for  it^  was  formulli 
eonvey^  to  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple.*  ' 


,  ♦  During  the  public  clsimour  on  those  events,  the  general  indigna. 
tipo  was  much  directed  against  the  ministry,  by  the  extraordinary  cir 
eumstanc^  of  no  less  than  three  Commanders-in-Chief  having  beet 
vith  the  British  army  during  the  space  of  three  d^ys,  a  circumstatio 
Stilted  to  have  arisen  from  indecision  on.'the  part  of  government.  Bu 
f  he  state  of  the  fact  it  extremely  simpler  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  th< 
Governor  isf  Gibraltar^  was,  from  the  first,  intended  for  the  chief  con 
^and;  but  as  tl)e  troops  could  only  be  sent  out  from  different  porti 
and  at  different  times,  each  commanding  officer  of  each  detachmen 
^ould*naturally  take  the  command  according  to  his  seniority.  It  wa 
upt,  therefore,  intended  that  any  officer  should  finally  command  1 
chief,  except  Sir  Hew ;  but  it  vas  koth  an  unlucky,  and  a  remarkabl 
jcoincidence  of  circumstances  that  the  arrival  of  those  officers  in  a  su( 
(Cession  of  seniority  should  have  taken  place  at  a  moment  sp  ^riiiipal  fr 
jBfilish  hopoiir,  and  for  |*prtpj^aese  security. 
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filTHte  of  Spain  at  (he  close  of  1808,  and  commencement  of  IBOp^Sv*  . 

.  prcmc  Central  Junta  formed — Anecdotes  of  General  Palafox-*  Dupli- 
city of  Buonaparte— Anecdotes  of  King  Joseph-^  Ais6  of  the  Buona<* 
parte  family — Anecdotes  of  Marshal  Ne^— Ditto  of  Don  Julian— Ml- 
jitary  operations  of  the  French  army— Surrender  of  1^  ad  rid  to  the 
French— Sir  John  Moore  takes  the  cemmsHid  of  the  British  army- 
Biographical  notices  of  the  Jast  ofBcer — Commencement  of  the  Bri- 
tish operations— Anecdotes  of  Sir  John  liope— Of  Sir  David  Baird— 
March  into  Spain— Pol iti^iaK and  military  operations — Various  military 
anecdotes— Advance  into  Spain— \yant  of  Spanish  co-operation—^  Re^ 
treat  determined  on— Anecdotes  of  Lord  Paget-^  Manoeuvres  of  Buoy 
naparte— Frustrated  by  Sir  John.  Moore — Anecdotes  of  the  retreat—^ 
Distresses  of  the  army — Battle  of  Corunna—  Fall,  ^aml  anecdotes  of  Sii" 
John  Moore — Sir  Arthur  Wellesley — Conduct  in  Parliament— Treaty 
with  Spam— Sir  Arthur  supersedes  Sir  John  Craddock  in  the  coinman4 
in  tlie  Peninsula— Maijch  towards  the  Douro— Passage  of  the  Dourp, 
and  recapture  of  Oporto— Pursuit  of  the  French— Its  consequence^^ 
-  Junct'roa  of  the  allied  armies — Anecdotes  of  Souit— March  tuvrardf 
Talavera— Anecdotes  of  Victor,  Jour^an,  and  Sebastlani— Battle  of 
Talav^ra— *Its  consequences— Military  and  Biographical' Anecdotes- 
Subsequent  retreat—  Anecdotes  of  Sir  Kobert  Wilson^General  view  of 
occurrences  in  Spain  —Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  elevated  to  the  Peerage  as 
Vjscojjnt  WfiLLivcTON -^Anecdotes  of  the  siege  of  Gerona^^vlosft 
ofthc  year  1809. 


W  HIIiE  the  army  of  France  lay  inactive  on  the 
Ebro  and  the  passes  into  the  mountamons  province, 
of  BiBcay,  and  whilst  Napoleon  was  engaged  in  hit 
Kussii^p  and  German  campaigns,  the  Provincial  Jun- 
tas in  Spain  bad  leisure  to  resolve  themselves  dur- 
ing part  of  1808  into  one  grand,  supreme,  Central 
Junta. 

To  understand  all  the  bearings  of  the  Spanish 
cause  as  connected  ivith  the  operations  of  the  British 
army,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  sli&rht  review  of  the 
prooeedings  of  this  period,  as^it  is  by  a  Consideration 
of  this  kind  alone  that  we  can  fully  appreciate  the 
f  pry)ces  pf  tbp  npblp  $iibjec^  of  our  biography. 

In 
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Id  fact  the  situation  of  the  Spaniards,  when  their 
conn  try  was  assailed  by  the  intrigues,  the  treachery, 
and  the  arms  of  France,  was  unexampled  in  their 
history,  unprpvided  for  by  their  laws,  and  even  in 
direct  opposition  to  their  long  habits  of  submission 
and  indolence.  In  such  circumstances  something  was 
necessary  to  give  direction  to  the  public  force,  for  the 
ivishes,  and  even  th^  ability  of  the  people,  were  in- 
$u|iicient;  perhaps,  therefore,  the  best  plan  which 
could  have  been  adopted,  was  that  of  electing  pro- 
vincial Juntas,  who,  each  in  its  own  sphere,  might 
give  efficacy  and  order  to  their  exertions  of  their  re- 
spective districts,  As  soon,  however,  as  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom  was  freed  from  the  invading  force, 
and  that  some  kind  of  communication  could  be  safely 
established  between  the  difie^rent  provinces,  it  was 
doubtless  the  most  rational  policy  to  unite  the  powers 
of  all  under  one  eii^ecutive  head,  ihm  giving  unity  and 
decision  to  the  counsels  and  ipeasures  necessary  for  the 
general  weliiire. 

In  consequence,  a  S^ipreme  and  Central  Junta  was 
established  at  Aranjuez,  on  the  25th  of  September 
1808,  consisting  of  deputies  from  all  the  provincial 
authorities :  and  at  the  head  of  this  was  placed  the 
venerable  Count  Florica  Blanca. 

To  form  a  jnst  estimate  of  their  political  creed,  it 
|spnly  necessary   to  recapitulate  the  oatho/ adtpls- 

**  You  swear  by  Glod;  and  all  the  Holy  EvangQ* 
^sts,  and  by  «|cstis  Christ  crucified,  whose  sacrefd 
im«ge  is  before  yDU,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  Sii? 
preme  and  Sovcrreiglri  Central  Junta,  you  will  defend 
and  promote  the  cbnt^ryation  and  advancement  of 
our  Holy  Catholic,  Apoi^tolical,  and  Roman  B^eligipn; 
that  you  witl  be  faithiiil  to  our  August  Sovereign  Fer- 
dinand the  Seventh^  and  that- you  wiH  maintain  his 
^ightjis,  and  bia  s|iTereignty.  ^hat  you  will  concur  in 
the  mppoirfc  of  piir  rights  ii^d  privileges,  opr  laws  and 
c^om$,^a4ii  ab<)i?e  i^tt  tii<9|ge^  eoncernipg^  the  succes? 
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MOli  of  the.  reigning  family y  9ccdr<iiiig  to  the  t>rder 
eirtablished  by  the  laws  atbfsaicL  In  short,  tbat>  yoiK 
will  give  yx>ur  vote  for  every  mc^asiire  calcolatcsd  foU 
the  general  good»  the  (M-oesperity  of  the  kiogdom,  and 
the  melioration  of  its  customs.  That  you  will  observe 
secrecy  in  all  cases  where  secrecy  as  proper.  That 
you  will  protect  the  laws  against  all  aotalevolence^  and: 
prosieeiite  their  enemies,  even  at  the'  Expense  of  y6ur 
fife,  your  personal,  safety  I  and  your  .fortune.*' 

So  great  and  so  striking  was  the  general  scenes 
that  an  immense  crowd  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages^ 
gave  way  to  the  most  ardent  enthusii^m,  and  rent' 
tbe  air  with  shouts  of  '^  Long  live  Ferdinand  the  Se- 
venth ;''  nay,  it  is  s^iid,  that  tb^  very  ceremony  of 
opening  the  gates  of  the  palace,  which  had  been  so 
long  shut,  joined  to  the  sad  solitude  of  this  maguifU 
cent  mansion  of  their  king's,  and  the  recollection  of 
the  epoch  at  which,  and  of  the  reasons  for  which  these 
gates  had  been  shut,  drew  forth  a  burst  of  sorrow 
irom  every  eye,  and  produced  a  cry  of  vengeance 
against  the  authors  of  such  calamities  and  public 
sorrows. 

The  further  intentions  of  this  Central  Junta  seem 
to  have  been  founded  on  rational  and  liberal  princi- 
ples, though  circumstances  certainly  operated  much 
against  their  completion.  These,  as  expressed  in  a 
subsequent  proclamation,  were  to  ratify  the  laws  of 
religion,  to  restore  or  to  aveiige  the  monarchy,  to  re- 
estabHsh  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom  upon 
a  basis  consonant  with  civil  liberty,  to  draw  more 
closely  the  ties  connecting  them  with  their  colonies  by 
a  liberal  policy;  and,  in  short,  to  stimulate  and  reward 
activity,  industry,  talents,  and  virtue,  in  all  ranks  of 
life. 

Being  now  acknowledged  by  all  the  regularly  con- 
stituted authorities,  they  proceeded  to  form  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  administration,  to  establish  a  system 
of  finance,  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  traitors,  and  to 
collect  the  old  established  taxes,  but  without  laying 
7  any 
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any  additional  barthens  upon  the  people:  and  tiie 
army  of  Dopont  baying  aboat  thi»  time  «arrenderej|, 
they  arranged  every  thing  respecting  it,  and  endea- 
voured, as  much  as  was  in  their  power,  to  furnish 
means  for  the  British  army  to  proceed  into  Spain  after 
the  Convention  of  Cintra-,  and  the  freeing  of  Portugal 
from  a  foreign  force« 

'.  At  this  period  the  whole  Spanish  force,  including 
the  liberated  army  €ff  Romans,  and  those  who  had 
been  set  free  in  the  Tagus,  was  divided  into  three 
separate  commands^  but  about  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober, disposed  so  as  to  form  one  grand  army.  The 
eastern  wing,  amounting  to  about  2(>,000,  was  nnder 
the  command  of  General  Joseph  Palafox  ;^  the  north 

western 


•Don  Joseph  Palafox/tbe  youngest  of' the  male  descendants  of 
one  of  tke  aiost  iliu9tpiou»  families  in  Arragon^  was  born  in  L775,  asd 
long  held  a  commission  in  the  SpanisU  guards.  At  the  commence- 
Aient  of  the  revoluiioo,  (as  it  called,  though  improperly,  when  ap* 
plfed  to  the  exertions'of  the  Spanish  people,)  he  was  selected  from  the 
odicer&of  the  household  troops  to  be  second  In  command  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Castellar,  to  whose  custody  the  Prince  of  Peace  was  coofided 
after  his  arrest  at  Aranjuez ;  ami  he  afterwards  accompanied  F^rdi* 
nand  the  Seventh  to  Bayonne,  from  whence  he  had  the  good  fortuntto 
escape  iif  the  disguise  of  a  peasant,  but  subject  to  great  difiicutties. 
He  arrived  at  his  country  seat  near  Saragossa,  when  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city  and  the  peasantry  of  the  vicinity  indignantly  rose  to  oppose 
French  cruelty  and  treachery  ;  and  Guilliemar,  the  Captain -General 
of  Arragon,  having  shewn  some  intention  of  disarming  the  people,  be 
was  conveyed  to  prison,  and  the  command  of  thef  forces  given  to  Gene'' 
»  ral  Palafox.  At  this  cricical  moment,  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  si- 
tuated in  the  very  centre  of  difficulty  and  danger^  be  did  not  hesitate 
to  take  the  command;  and  yet  his  regular  troops  only  aojounted  to 
S20  men,  and  the  whole  public  treasure  of  the  province  amounted 
only  to  2000  reals,  or  about  twenty-one  pounds  English  money  *  Plac« 
ing^  however,  a  just  confidence  in  the  people,  be  immediately  declared 
war  against  the  French  by  a  spirited  proclamation.  A  lafge  force 
was  soon  after  detached  against  hiiv),  and  in  two  actions  the  unfortunate 
Arragonese  were  defeated ;  yet  their  spirit  was  not  destroyed,  and  the 
detachmicnt  of  French  cavalry,  which  afterwards  penetrated  to  Sara- 
gpssa,  paid  dearly  for  their  rashness  through  the  vengeance  of  an  ea-' 
raged  populace.  But  even  here  his  people  gained  experience,  an4  ac- 
tually defeated  their  oppressors  in  a  subsequent  action,  and  obliged  the 
French  general  tO' retreat.    The  particulars  of  his  gallant  defence  of 
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Westjern  under  the  command  of  General  Blake, 
amoimted  to  55,000 ;  and  die  centre  under  General 
astanos,  consisted  of  ()5,000  men.  Besides  tuese« 
ther^  was  a  small  ai*mj^  m  Catalpuia^  and  another  in 
Kstremadura ;,  and  the  whole  was  under  the  supreme . 
command  of  Castanos ;  to  which  must  be  added  the' 
W  2  G  .         force 
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SaragosftlBi 'Would  r^ire  a  volume  to  t)aaK  tbem;  but,  alas!  treachery 
5if as  109  mn«h  for  patt^iotic  valour,     Saragos^a  was  spon  after. sold -^anf^ 
Palafoy,  if  .alt ve,.  languishes  in  a. dungeon !.  . 

During  the'nio'st  iiuportant  part  of  the  first  seige  the  attacks  of  (he' 
enemy  seemed  to  be  directed  principally  against  the  gate  culled  Por*^ 
tdlbra^adthecastte  uear.it. without;  the  walls,  abd  wiii<ih  is  nothiug' 
nwre  tl^afp  ft^uare-  building  made^iseof  as  a  prison,  and  surrounded 
^^  a  de^p  ditch.  l>e  sandrbag  bfljlery  before  the  gate  of  Portello  wa% 
gallaiTtiy  deifende<)  by  the  Arr^igoaese.  It  was  several  times  destroyed^ 
and  as  often  reconstructed,  iinder  the  fire  of  the  enemy*.  The  carna^ 
in  tilts  battery  tbr9ugho9t'the  day,  (SQth  of  June,}  was  trnely  terrible. 
It  was  here  that  an  act  of  heroism  was  performed  by  a  female,  to  whic4i 
history  scarcely  affords  a  parrallel.  Augustina  Zarago«a,  about  22  years 
of  age,  a  handsome  woman  of  the  lower  class  of 'people;  wfailst  pcr^' 
forming  her  duty  of  carrying  reiresbments  to  the  gales,  arrived  iX  the 
luittery  of  Portello,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  French  had  abso* 
iuleiy  destroyed  every  person  in  it.  Thecltiawni  and  soldiers,  for  the 
jnoment,  hesitated  Ig^reman  the  guns;  Augustina  rushed  forward 
over  the  wounded  and  slain,  snatched  a  match  from  the  hand  o^  a 
dead  anilleryman,  and  fined  off  a  21^  pouodor;  then  jtimping  tipon  the 
gun,  made  saiemn  vow  i^ever  to  quit  it  alive  during  the  siege ;  and 
paving  stiiiMilated  ber  feUow«citicens  by  this  during  intr«pidity  to  fresh 
exertions  they  instantly  rushed  to  the  battery,  and  again  opened  a  tfe* 
mendous  fire  upon  the  enemy^ 

For  this  she  received.a  small  shield  •f  honour  embroidered  upon  the 
aleeveof  her  gown, -with  *'  Saragosa'*  inscribed  upon  it,  and  also  had 
a  pensioa  fron  the^vernmeiit  with  the  daily  pay  of  an  artillery* 
man. 

When  00  the  4th  of  August  the  French  bad  opened  a  tremendous 
lire  upon  another  quarter  of  the  city,  and  bad  almost  in  an  instant 
levelled  its  mud  walls  to  the  ground,  they  were  enabled  to  make  a 
lodgement  almost  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city,  s^nd  the  French  general 
immediately  demanded  the  surrender  in  the  following  note : 

«  Qjuarter-General-l-Santa  £ngracia.'' 
^'  Tbe  Capitulation;'* 
t«  which  Palafox  returned-v 

'^  ••  Quarter-General— ^ragossa. 

War  even  lo  the  knife !" 

Yet,  in  ^  subsequent  siege,  unhappy  Sai^gosss  became  the  pcey  of 
4lioie  fclentleit  villains,  and  saSered  worse  than  de^ib  I 


234  IjT^  of  TfiE  MOST  N6tfLE 


Anectiotes  of  Joseph. 


'i^-' 


force  under  Sir  John  Mobre,  now  realdy  A>  tnAifcW' 
fromXtsl^on,  and  the  troops  es^pected  undeV^ii*  "Okn^ 
Baird,  &c. 

With  regpect  t6  the  French  armv  in  SfcA'fnv  tfieir 
positions  Jiad  been  but  little  altered  from  imi^  iff  thef 
summer.  Theit' ri^t  was  totbe  ocean,  tb^  left  oai' 
Arrag^on,  and  the  front  tdwards  the  Ebro,  streng^th- 
ened  lately  by  reinforcements  from  Fraince,  and  par-? 
ticularly  by  lOOfiOO  coascripts,  hastily  collected  by 
Bnonaparte ;  wfao,  having  made  tivi  arrafl^enieiits  at 
homeV  .quitted  Paris  for  Spain,  leaving'  the  British' 
ambassador  to  dispute  about  a  basis  for  peace,,  whilst, 
be  himself  wa^  hotly  pursuing  his  new  war  He  pro* 
deeded  rslpidly  for  Bayonne:  aad  ort  the  8d  of  i^o^ 
iehiber,  with  a  reinforcement  of  l2,0OO  iben,  jbiaed 
hU  brother  Joseph  at  Yittona** 

The  plan  of  the  Spaniards  at  this  precise  momta^ 


*  This  now  flying  omtfrpfer  is  th«  elder  brather  of  the  Corstc^n ;  aind 
#as,  before  the  rtvoititioo,  a  clerk  to  a  pettgf  attoraeyV  ^^  sam^pm** 
fessioA  which  hts  father  foUoweil  after  being  promoted  by  Mbnsieur 
ie  Marbobuf  to  the  rank  oif  aeocat,  or  king's  attortiey:  Chough  he  htid 
formerly  beei)  a  private  aol^ier. 

Thztihe  apostle  of  liberty  and  equaGty,  Mis^  Helen  WTlUams;  at« 
lempts  to  prove  that  Buonaparte,  both  by  father  and  mother,  is  of.tio^ 
ble  origin ;  but  the  fdct  is,  ^asdeclared  a's  in  a  work  published  41  G^oi, 
in  \1U,J  that  when  on  the  3d  of  Mdy*  1730,  P(»rfoVecclfk>rtnCoMc^ 
was  attacked  during  the  struggle  for  Corsfcan  liberty,  a  bu tthlfrr  from 
Ajaccio,  called  Joseph  Buona,  bniuglit  d  se«s6nsbl«  ajtsistince  with  a 
band  of  vagabonds  and  robbers/  who,  during  the  civil  Warn,  hudcho* 
sen  him  for  their  leader;  and  for  whidh  he  was  ^ned  by  K^nfg  Theb- 
dore  to  the  rank  of  a  nobleman :  or,  more  properly  speaking,  a  g«ltti^^ 
man,  being  entitled  to  bear  arms;  foi'dt  that  time",  ind' indeed  even 
BOW  in  many  parts^of  Europe,  mankiiid  wer^ dossed  solfefty  atnobiii. 
and  ignoble,  every  roan  who  had  a  right  to  a  cpai  of  arms  ft^ing 
reckoned  noble,  and  the  intermediate  Eniiliish  terhi  of^entkhi4m  being 
unknown. 

On  this  promotion,  Buana  added  parte  to  his  nab'^ ;  and  his  son, 
Carlo,  was  father  of  the  present  race  of.  BoonapaHes  by  Letitia  Ranio- 
iinl  his  wife,  but  the  mistress  of  General  Marbttuf. 

The  grandfather,  Carto,  from  whom  the  young  Carlo  took  ^is  name, 
kept  a  wine  bouse';  but  being  accused  and  convicted -of  murder,  died 
a  galley  siave  at  Genoa  in  1724$  and  his  kd^  died  ther^  )lx  yek^s 
aAerwards  in  the  houie  of  correction  I 
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^.^*  W^  «^^Pi?i8'^  aadleft  ^wiri^s  of  tlieTr  gfan4 
afrmj,  ,to  mif  the  ,%iil({(  of  t|ip  Fr^r^ch  ^force, .  whilsi 
C^^t^no^  3ba«lcf)in;a^,e  a.vjg^^or^qs  attack uppn^ anii 
break. throi^h  their,  ctjptre.  :'Thi^  .feefpinglj  W 
designs  .wj^s  acqord/flgly  ?teted  upon;  ,ao,d  .C^stanos. 
with  ihe  ceniM  array,  crossed  the  £]bra  at  three  dif- 

.!_   t:^        1       1  ^.pjgji^jijgg^jsd'ew.of resist- 

^      ^   .....,.,..,    .^m^^^^w  of  u^n.^y^^^^ 

t/apporpso,  apd  9t*i^^rs  ot  t^eir  o\yn  pqsts,  on  the  lefit 
haak,  or  i^c^rtb  ^ifie'pfjhe  Ebro.  JBUs  was  ^ven  jaf- 
fey?^!^  '^  .W^?ce  tpPaon^lun?,  whjlsj;,the  Frena^i 
oflly  inpD^pyred  so^as  to  hide  their  own  inteiitiaiis. 
Xn  feet,  in  piifsu^nx^^of.thisdeep^^aid^d^^^ 
shal  Moncey  Jiad  orders  ta  ad^Wce  wjth  the  f^C' 
^Mjf  of  the  French  arqiy  ^ong  the  banks  of  tJiat 
Tivyer,  not  to  oppose  the  passage,  but  by  presenting  a^ 
weak  front  to^ecoy  C^stanos  to  cross  it ;  nor  did  the 
^^^^g^P"  fail  of  success,  (tliough  it  is  possibleCgis- 
tanq«  would  have  crossed  without  it^)  for  it, threw 
C^astanos  off  his  guard,  when  Marshal  Ney,*  with 

2g2  hh 
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*  Marshal  Ney  is  amongst  the  most  respectable  of  the  French  mar- 
shals, having  originally  sterve<)  in  ihe  4th  regiment  of  hussarsj^  where 
iie  rose,  through  the  diflerent  gradations,  to  the  Command  of  a  com- 
•pany  in  1794,  at  which  time  hie  attracted,  the  notice  Of  GeneraKKlel>^r 
•0  much,  thatlie  appointed  him  AdjudantrGeherat  to  his  army :  jret, 
evcQihen,  he  was  conscious  of  his  own  military  defidencitfs;  so  that, 
'ivheo  appointed  to  a  command  at  MontreuU, '  he'  applied  himself  tp 
rempve^bis  own  diefibiencies  with '  so  much  ardour,  as  to  mameuvrehls 
troops  ft>r  whple  days  together,  until  his  oriScers  openly  satd  in  derl- 
4100,  ''  We  are  going'^i>give  the  Marshal  (this  war  in  1800)  a  Rehear- 
sal of  the  lesspo  his  'fec«ivQd  in  plicate  ^ith  h\s:too64cn  mert.  He 
doubtless  takes  us  for  men  oMrdrt  '/^  and  Buonaparte  having  also'  re- 
mark^ that  lie  bad' had  twice  as  m^ny  sii^k  as  any  ^tbef  corps,  recbm* 
^ineaikd  himlta.copfiplete  •  himself  nigtlt  and  ^<lay  in  the  tloiet,  and 
•*  rearfonabiy  well  with  bi^  troJps.'^    V  *  ^ 

lie  aecmt,  however,  net  to  have  taken  so  much  pai|if  wtHh  his  own 
manners,  but  is  siill  rude  and.  un  polished  ;  andof  ^hi&  private  cbaratxr 
ttr  it  is  enough  to  say^  that  when  itv  1800  he  GomRiaiided  the  army 
of  the  Hhine,  he  wasaecOmpahied  by  a  young  ladj^  wtio  wa^  coh* 
tidered  as  his  wife.    She  enjoyed  that  title  for  three  jean;  and,  lo« 

deed. 
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his  division,  passing  the  iineof  thi^  Bt^ro,  and  d4shin|^ 
Ibrward  with  great  celerity,  inf  separate  columnsF,  toot 
the  Spanifth  posts  of  Legrono  and  Calahorra,  thre\^ 
the  whole  country  into  alarm  and  confussion,  and  cqt 
off  the  commamcation  between  the  two  armies  of 
'Blake  and  Castanos.* 

The  first  operations  of  the  French  were  now  di- 
rected against  Blake^s  army,  which  Was  successively 
driven  from  post  to  post  during  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  beginmg  of  November  as  far  a»  Espi- 
nosa»  where,  ^  having  taking  up  a  strong  position,  this 
the  Gallician  army,^  was  forcea  to  make  a  stand  in  or- 
der to  save  its  magazines  and  artiUerjf,  but  in  vain; 
for,  after  a  brave  resistance  of  twa  days,  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat  with  precipitation* 

During  this  conflict  at   Espinosa,  a  detaehnient 

■  ■    wste 


deed,  her  birth,  her  fortune,  ami  echrcation,  were  far  superior  Co  that 
of  her  protector,  who  had  the  tillainj  to  tarn  her  off,  and  accept  of  a 
helpmate  frorii  the  aeragtio  of  Buonaparte,  as  a  step  for  bis  ladder  of 
ambition.  He  was  now  Duke  of  Elchingen,  and  at  well  skilled  in  plun^ 
der  as  any  of  his  associates* 

*  Npthmg  can  be  more  rlhtstratlre  of  the  genetat  sp.iril  of  Spats 
than  thevfollowiog  anecdotes: 

Julifto^a  native  of  San  Felices  dos  Gallegos;  was  nothrng  but  asin>- 
pie  herdsman :  but  under  the  direction  of  the  general  of  the  district,. 
he»  with  fix  other  yoaths>  on  hocseback,  and  with  no  other  arms  hot 
.  pikes,  fiMrmed  a  little  party  to  molest  the  patroles  of  the  enemy »  which 
in  dtfiferent  parti  ^f  Castile  were  plundering  the  inhabitants.  He  was 
<ao*lar  SuccessfuL  that  in  a  short  time  he  made  100  cavalry  prisoners^ 
which  wiere  conducted  under  escort  to  Ciudad  Bodrigo.  Subsequent 
to  this  extraordillary  success,  Julian  wafima<le  an  ensign,  and  herch 
eeiiM  orders  toi%oment  his  party  to  the  nuiuher  of  fifty  men.  Their 
plan  Hn»  to  ftTts^pirteys  to  noiie^  <^tpt  to  such  as  gaye  Informatioft 
bj  wbick  tbe>«»Eay  iMMrid  be  annoy^. 

On  one  particular  eve1lk»g  w^nm  he  htd  joined  .the  SpatiisH  fiifcr 
Jn  front  of  Marshal  Ney,  Julian  proceeded  to  the  vaogvacdi  wHbi# 
lifty  pikemeii,  and  rushed  upon  70  French  dragoons,  who  hiMl  se- 
parated'themselves  ffom  the  main  arqiy  three  leagues  upon  a  foc^ging 
^party.     Of  these  he  kilUd  COr  tPOk  4,prisoni^rs,  and  only  6  escaped^ 

•These  and'  many  other  acts  of  personal  valour  he  j^rformed^  until 
he- attained  the  rank  of  ctptain^  aud  that  \titboQ  loss  of  a8in|le 

.ine^f^  of*  his  corps.  .  .  t 
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was  sent  agtiinst  the. last  retreat  of  the  GalKciati 
army,  Reynosa^  ^vhere^a  considerable  force  was  esta-^ 
blished:  At  break  of  day  on  the  lltli  of  Noveqabeif'; 
tbey^  were  suddenly  attacked  on  both  their  right, 
left,  and  centre*  They  were  forced  tp  consult  their 
safety  by  flight ;  throwing  away  their  arms  and  co« 
lours,  and  abandoning  their  artillery.  After  this  un* 
fortunate.  fousinesS)  General  Blake,  with  the  remains 
of  his  broken  army,  took  refuge  in  Asturias,  whilst 
what  remained  of  the  corps  of  Romana,  which  had 
formed  a  part  of  the:  Gallician  army,  fled  into  thd 
northern  parts  of  that  province.  The  Spaniards, 
however,  were  so  closely  pursued  by  Marshal  Soult> 
iJiat  the  van  of  his  army  entered  St/Andero  on  the 
17th  of  November,  forcing  the  bishop  of  that  place 
to  take  refuge  on  board  an  English  trigate.  Before 
the  2l3d  of  November  the  French  had  routed  and  dis^ 
persed  the  armies  of  the  north  of  Spain,  and  also 
that  of  Kstremadura,  under  the  command  of  the 
young  Count  of  Belvidere,  who  having  been  insi^ 
diousTy  permitted  to  proceed  as  far  as  Burgos,  and  to 
occupy  it  with  his.  army,  was  then  attacked  by  supe- 
rior numbers,  his  army  routed  after  a  gaillant  resist- 
ance of  twelve  ho9rsy'  and  almost  annihilated ;  he  him<*> 
self,  with  the  small  remains,  flying  to  Lernia,  and 
from  thence  to  Aranda. 

The  invaders,  thus  at  liberty,  directed  their  whole 
force  against  Cast anos  ;  and,  on  the  23d  of  Novem*- 
her,  bringing  him  to  action  at  Tudelil,  gave  him  a 
signal  defeat,  tliereby  opening  the  road  to  Madrid  ; 
on  which  route,  on  the  29th  of  November,  a  forcts 
under  the  command  of  General .  Yictor  ioc4c  possetf- 
fion  of  a  most  difiioolt  pats  in  the  Sierra  Morena, 
called  the  Puerto^  though  remarkably  well  fortified, 
and  defended  by  lSi,OUO  Spaniards. 

On  the  1st  of  December  advanced  parties  of  the 

French  appeared  before:  Madrid,^  at  which  period 

the  inhabitant  were^  bumiy  emjployed  in  raiskig  pal- 

Ijsades,  and  constructing  redoubts,  expressing  a  de- 
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lermioed  spirit  of  r^irtance. .  The :  li^irenfih  we^ 
hwl^fl  back  MVQral  itimBs ;  but,  QD'the4liiid»AUeiiipU 
%^^  «iicceedied  in  geltio^  possesaion  of  tbub  ^te  of 
VUcala,  and  also  of  Ihe  Rfitiro,  ;the  reducfcio«  c?  wbiid) 
plMe,  how^vor,  coat  tbem  vary  dear,  their  losaamooot- 
ifig  to.upwaixlii  of  1000  jkUled  aod  :WO|ioded.  TIm 
Supreme  Junta  then  hoisted  a  jrhite  Bb^  as  a  token 
of  submission ;  btit  the  people  pulled  it-dowii,  and  perr 
fisted  in  their  ititeotiop  of.  defending  the  city  :  onfor- 
tunately,  howevior,  for  .want  of  leaders,  their  spirit  «f 
onthusi.asai  began  to  evaporate  ;  aod  when  tbey  found 
Ihat  tbe  French  were  fortifying  themselves  iu  the  fie« 
(iro,  .wbich.completely  commands  Madrid,  .th^y  began 
to  retire  ito.  tbeir  retipeotive  houses. 

To  pursue  >the  events  which  led  »to  the. complete 
atibjugatipn  of  Madiid  is  unnecessary ;  but  Jt  .has  tbeen 
assented,  .and  appianently  upon  sufficient  evidence, 
that  rthe  superior  .authority,  either  .bribed  or'  awedi 
by  cuiwprtny  dfear,  had  a  correspondence  with  ^  the 
eineiny,  ai^d  .actually  gave  up  Madrid  through 
Iraaehery.  Bton  Ttomas  Morla  (has  been  generally 
^inspected  in. this i business :  lAdeed,  be  certainly  was 
the  first  to  propose  a  capitulation;-  though  two :  davs 
^rfter  the  discussion,  having  heen  entrusted  with  the 
.4eCeuce.  of  ithe  ciipital  by  the  Supreme  Junta,  and 
thereby  having  acquired  a  kind  of  official  authority,  he 
*MctuaUy  sent  a  dispatch  to  Sir  John  Moore,  describ- 
>iag  the  Spanish  fo^ce  at  JMad rid  as  very  fonnidable, 
iaod.  pressing  him  to  advance  iMiikk  all  possible  ^xpedi- 
;tian  to  the  capital.  rQor  ambassador  also  at  Madrid, 
J^  daoguine  with,  respect  to  the  means  of  fthe<Spa- 
4iiard6,  Mid  deceived .  i^  the  pretended  patriotism. of 
,aoiKie' among  them,  iceitainly  aided  theae  invitations 
^by.veryipressiqgirsffDonstranres.  .  There  is.reasQKii.to 
fear,  however,  that  if  ;Sir  John  Moore  had  advanced, 
(he  m0st,ieilher>lia(Vie/fidlen  into>%deepilaid>8nace^  or 
have  at:  Jesst  suffered  extcei)Dely.firom.thatWantof  .the 
^fiqssary  isupplief;  hat  thb/weabalLnotke  .moreat 
lajrge  pnesei^y^  j 
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itfme  threats  of  an  assaaU,  an4  other  tnanceavres  to  ' 
cloak  the  apostaay-of  these  traitors  and  cabers  of  their 
friefids  in  the  Jonta^the  city  was  gi^en  »pv  the  Jqnta 
placefd  rn  variom  situations,  and  Moria  secured  both 
tn  his  foWUrife  attfd  mili^  rank. 
..  Sucn  wa3  ihe  state  of  affairs  in  Spfijn  previous  id 
the  events  connected  wttit  Sir  J ohti  Mode's  artoy^ 
irisieh  v^e  sh^ll  h^^  btiefty  trace.* 

*  Sir  JoTih  Mofar*  Was  a  nstiH^  of  ScOtTand,  dnd  vt^'i  sioh  of  Dr.lc^ii 
](fdore  io  well  knoi^ti  ih  th^  repdbli^  of^lettcrs  by  Ids  Irkieh  over  gr^l 
*|>>rt  of  £drbp^  whilst  fulor  to  the' Duke  Of  Hamilton,  and  for  several 
▼ef  J  itit^restihg  novels^  Zisliico,  KlOrdaunt,  Edward,  kc,  biit  siho  v^ni 
feifled  kt  Gtaf^ow  a^M.  D.  wheii  Sir  John  wis  born.  Frotiif  thisamw 
ible  p'a^^ni  he  received  the  rtidiments  of  aneducatiob  tf^at  wsis  maiur^d 
Mtid  p^ffedfed  by  Itim  aiiK]lits<^bsequent  jieriod,  hie  having  at  an  early 
^Ige  instilled  into  him  those  generous  aAd  hboic  principles,  as  well  as 
that  ardent  love  of  freedom,  which  warmed  his  own  bosom^  and  was 
tiever  extthi^jtiished,  or  eveh  de^'ased,  by  his  constant  k^esldence  atmongst 
&n  hiibtta!  correst>6ndertCe  with  ihe  great. 

DuHtig  th%  toor  alloded  to,  yonng  Moore  was  cbmpanion  of  his 
Mber,  and  ^Hld  ifas  much  r^{)ected  by  his  f^ther'ii  iiopil,  with  whom 
be  li^ed  fdt  many  years,  aihid^t  all  those  early  and  endejiring  scenes 
whfdb  Vftit  the  heairts  6f  yduhg  men  to  each  other. 

On  thei^  retah)  iri  1778,  yoong  ^^tiore  comiiienced  His  thilitary  ca- 
f^,  isEmtftn  inthb  15th  regf nieiit  of  foot,  in*  whicK  he  soon  after 
acquired  a  Lieutehahby  ;  ^hd;  after  passing  tfil^iti^h  all  the  gr&dationl 
1h  dilk  order,  became  lieutehiiit-Cblond  of  the  46tb  ;  after  which  he 
bbtain^  the  rdiikbf  Colonel  lo  the  ^ritiy,  and  rdie  tb  th^t  df  Majors 
benerlil  Id  I7fild.  ' 

The  first  opportunity  he  had  of  distinguishing  hlmsef  f  wa*  at  Toulon , 
b^ng  thbhLi^UIHiahlk-Coidnel;  and  beln^  then  selected  by  Lord  Hood 
io  iccoirip'an^  Majbk*  Koebl^r  oh  a  secret  aqd  conl1denti;iI  mission  to 
Corsica,  in  brder  tb  fdi-m  a  bnion  between  tlut  IsUhd  and  Great 
BhWn. 

la  th%  ^dblequedt  iitaick  upon  the  French  posts  in  Cbr&ica,  In  Itoi, 
Colonel  Mbor((  was  d^ched  to  sieze  on  Fornelli,  which  he  icconi- 
plfkbed,  biit  with  cotlsiderible  difficulty,  for  notwithstanding  that  his 
'altibk  was  sudden,  ind  that  his  troops  had  dragged  a  ho^'itzer  and  a 
lix-pobnder  over  irioVmtait^s  extremely  difficalt  of  acctsss,  yet  the  tbwer 
itself  was  too  strongly  sitbatfed  tb  be  takeh  by  a  coup  d'e  main,  being 
a  Mftjr  cirCul^i:  #ork^  with  the  6nly  entrance  at  least  forty  feel  from 
the  ground^  tod  standioij^*up6n  i  detached  eniinbnce  6a  th^  borders  of 
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.   To  illustrate  the  liberial  and  patriotic  spirit  of  tM 
gallant  geperalj  it  13  fnifficiapt  to  say  that  00  bis  arrival 

in 
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San  Fiorenzo  baj,  and  not  far  from  that  city.  Undauntcfd  by  diffi- 
culties be  9tin  persisted  in  his  attack,  and  the  leamen  of  the  ftectsoon 
got  up  four  13  pounders^  a  large  howitzer,  and  a  ten  inch, mortar,  over 
precipices  and  ragged  rocics  to  the  height  of  790  feet,  when  the  place 
iras  certainly  no  longer  tenable,  yet  the  officer  commanding  chose  to 
«tand  an  assault^  which  Colonel  Moore  made  on  the  evening  of  the 
nth  of  February,  himself  advancing  at  the  head  of  bis  colttmn^  aii4 
cutting  down  a  French  grenedier  vrith  his  own  hand. 
"  His  subsequent  conduct  at  Calvl  was  no  less  gallant ;  for  then  he 
marahed  to  the  attack  of  one  of  the  strongest  works  with  a  body  of 
troops  with  unloaded  mosquets,  stormed  and  took  possestton  of  the 
ramparts,  under  a  severe  discharge  of  musquetry  and  grape-shot,' 
equally  regardless  of  the  fire  of  small  arms,  the  roaring  of  cannon^  and 
the  bursting  of  shells.  Although  severely  wdumicd  in  the  head,  jet 
be  entered  the  enemy's  works,  in  company  with  theliravegrenadiers, 
ivhom  he  led,  and  was  embraced  at  the  cloiseof  his  victorious  assault 
by  Qeneral  Stuart,  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,,  who  Was  an  adequate 
judge  of  that  gallantry,  for  which  he  himself  was  so  much  d|stin< 
guished. 

.  After  the  surrender  of  Corsica,  and  the  subsequent  arrangements 
had  taken  place,  be  was  appointed  Adjutant*General  ;  but  be  seems 
tck  have  been  on  rather  indifferent  terms  with  the  Viceroy,  and  was 
soon  after  recalled  for  more  honourable  and  active  service,  being  pro* 
iDoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  array*  and  ordered  to  the  West« 
Indies  under  the  gallant  Sir  Balph  Abercrombie,  where  bo  served  ai 
Brigadier-General  during  the  long  and  arduous  canipaiga  of  i7dil»-« 
Here  he  distinguished  himself  much  at  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  colO' 
nies  in  South  America,  and  also  at  the  reduction  of  Saint  X^ci^*. 

On  his  return  to  Europe  he  accompanied  his  old  general  to  the 
Helder,  and  afterwards  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  British  army 
whilst  the  enemy  advanced  against  them  in  their  cantonments  ;  and 
there  be  was  a  second  time  wounded. 

After  this  service  he  went  to  Egypt  with  the  same  general,  and 
commanded  the  reserve  of  the  army  on  tbe  memoreble  landing  ia 
Abuukir  bay  on.the  7th  of  March  1801.  The  position  of  the  Frenck 
who  were  posted  on  a  commandiHg  eminence,  was  admirable  ;  but  oa 
fooner  bad  his  boat  approached  the  land,  than  the  Major-General 
leaped  on  shore ;  and,  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  brigade, 
xUmbed  the  fortified  eminence,  and  charged  in  his  usual  manner  with 
^be  bayonet.  Such  intrepidity  proved  irresistible ;  for  the  French  re* 
jkired  towards  Alexandria,  and  General  Moore  next  day  received  th^ 
thanks  of  the  pom|nander*in-.Chief  for  his  gallantry. 

In  tbe  subsequent  action  of  the  2 1st  of  March,  when  Abercombie 
/f\l,  he  distinguished  himself  once  more  whilst  leading  on  tbe  reservf 
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in  Fortag^l  which  took  place  after  the  battle  Yi- 

meira,  he  was  warn^  in  his  praises  of  Sir  Arthur 

II.  .        Sh  Wellesley, 


against  which  the  principal  attack  of  the  enemy  wa^ directed ;  and  th« 
gallant  Hutchinson  in  hit  official  letter  oibserved,  tbat  the  troops  con-» 
ducted  by  him  behaved  with  uoe^fcampled  spirit,  and  resisted  the  Im* 
petuosity  of  the  French  cavalry,  and  then  added  that  *'  Major-General. 
Moore  was  wounded  at  their  head,  though  not  dangerously.  I  regret, 
however,  the  temporary  absence  from  the  army  of  this  highly  valuable 
and  meritorious  officer,  whose  oounsel  and  co-operation  would  be  so 
highly  necessary  to  me  at  this  moment.'^ 

H^  recovered  in  time,  however,  to  assist  at  the  siege  of  Cairo,  at 
well  as  of  the  castle  of  Marabout ;  and  after  Alexandria  had  been  re- 
duced, and  all  the  FVench  in  Egypt  had  submitted,  was  appointed  to 
escort  the  capitulating  army  to  the  place  of  embaiication.  On  his  re* 
turn  to  England  he  had  a  command  on  the  staff  in  the  Kentish  district, 
and  in  1805  was  sent  to  the  command  in  Sicily,  frwn  whence  being  re* 
called  he  went  to  Sweden,  where  bis  services  are  well  known,  and  front 
thence  was  ordered  to  P6rtugal  and  Spain,  where  faelsll  1 ! 

His  character  cannot  be  better  drawn  than  in  the  geneffl  orders  of. 
the  Commander-in-Chief  at  home,  on  the  1st  of  February  1S09. 

**  Sir  John  Mopre  from  bis  youth  embraced  the  profession  with  the 
feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  soldier;  he  felt  that  a  perfiscC  knowledge 
and  exact  performance  of  the  hamble,  but  important)  duties  of  a 
subaltern  officer,  are  the  best  foundations  for  subsequent  military  fame  ; 
and  hrs  ardent  mind,  while  it  looked  forward  to  those  brilliant  achieve* 
nents  for  which  it  was  formed,  applied  itself  with  energy  and  exem- 
plary assiduity  to  the  duties  of  that  station. 

«  In  the  school  of  regimental  duty,  he  obtained  that  correct  know* 
ledge  of  his  profession  so  essential  to  the  proper  direction  of  the  gallant 
spirit  of  the  soldier ;  and  he  was  enabled  to  establish  a  characteristic 
order  and  regularity  of  conduct,  because  the  troops  foudd  in  their 
leader  a  striking  example  of  that  discipline  which  he  enforced  in 

others. 

"  In  a  military  character,  obtained  amidst  the  dangers  of  climate, 
the  privations  Incident  to  service,  and  the  sufferings  of  repeated 
wounds,  it  is  difficult  to  select  any  one  point  as  a  preferable  subject 
for  praise  ;  it  exhibits,  however,  one  feature  so  particularly  charac- 
leristic  of  the  man,  ^nd  so  important  to  the  best  interests  of  the  service^ 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  please4  to  mark  it  with  bis  peculiar 
approbation*  -  ,   * 

«  The  life  of  Sir  John  Moore  was  ^nt  among  the  troops. 

"  During  the  season  pf  repose,  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  care  and 
instruction  of  the  officer  and  the  soldier  ;  in  war,  he  courted  service  in 
every  quarter  of.the  globe.  Begardlessof  personal  considerations,  he 
ateemed  that  to  w(2i<;h  h^  <;ountry  called  him4he  post  of  honour,  and. 
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Wellesley,  and  absdutely  declared  to  6ir  Hew  Dal* 
rjroiple,  that  he  wiahed  to  nraTe  ail  pretengfopn  de* 
Xived  from'  his  seniority ;  and  that,  as  Sir  Arthur  liad 
done  so  inucb»  it  was  fair  he  should  take  the  lead  ia 
the  operations  against  Lisbon ;  ^iind^  if  the  good  of 
the  service  required,  he  would  eotecute  any  part  that 
was  allotted  to  him,  without  interfering  to  Sir  Arthur's 
orders. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  baying  applied  for  leave  of 
absence  to  return  to  England,  after  the  convention, 
and  Sir  Hew  Dalryinple  being  recalled,  the  command 
devolved  to  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  who  very  soon  re- 
quest^ to  resign ;  wb^n  the  ministry  at  home  judged 
it  best  to  invest  Sir  John  with  the  command ;  and  oa 
the  6th  of  October  1808,  he  received  dispatches  from 
]^ndon  with  this  appointment.  Previpus  to  tl)ii$.  it 
had  been  intended  to  send  a  British  force  into  Gal- 
lieia;  but  the  transports  being  employerl  in  carrying 
Jqpot*s  army  to  France,  means  had  been  Wftntitig. 
]^ow,  however,  the  plan  was  resumed :  Sir  John 
Moore  had  oraers  to  s^nd  the  cavalry  by  land,  and  a 
discretionary  power  to  send  the  infantry  and  artillery 
by  such  mode  ef  conveyance  as  was  most  rapid  and 
practicable.  . 

•  At  tha  same  time  he  was  informed  that  15,000  men 
under  General  Sir  David  Baird  were  to  join  him  from 
^orunna. 

.  !E^iodir»g  jW  inqpiry  that  the  march  of  the  expected 
force  under  Sir  David  Baird  would  fully  occupy  all 
military  meisms  at  Corunna,  Sir  John  gave  up  all 

thoughts 

by  bis  undaunted  spirit,  and  unconquerable  perseverence,  he  pointed 
the  way-to  victory. 

"  His  country,  the  object  of  his  latest  solicitude,  will  rear  a  monii- 
ipent  to  his  lamented  memory,  and  the  CommaDder*in-Chief  feels  he 
is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  bis  fame,  by  thus  holding  him  forth  as  an 
example  to  the  army.**  * 

All  hi&  brothers  have  risen  to  eminence  in  their  professions.  One  is 
the  present  gallant  Of^am  Moore,  whose  namt  will  always  live  in 
the  British  paval  annalsv 
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tiK>oghts  of  seodsng  atiy  part  of  hf&fore^  by  sea;;  ami 
the  Spanish  govfixpjment.  hayiitg  d^iit^d  Goionisl  Lo^ 
pez»  an  officer  in  their  service,  ^nd  dna  well  acquteiint^ 
ed  with  the  coantry,  with  its  roads  and  resources,  to. 
asmst  the  British  army  on  ita  march,  to  establish  mar* 
gazines,  and  to  make  all  the  teoessary  arrangements 
with  Sir  John  Mpore«  he  not  only  coBfrr mod  the  in- 
telligence, respecting  Croriiifina,  bat  ako  pressed  ^if 
Joho^  in  the  naipe  of  the  JuMa,  to  marrch  by  laftd* 
assuring  him  that  if  he  went  by  sea,*  one  half  of  the 
army  would  never  be  able  tq  proceed  from  Cordnna, 
through  want  of  necessaries,^ 

The  difficulties  Sir  John  met  with,  even  ip  the  out<« 
set>  were  great  in  the'  exirene*  He  found  the  ^j^ortu-* 
guese  entirely  ignot^ntof  the  skaile  of  tile  roadb,  everi 
in  their  own  cquntry,  tlHMigJ»  tb^  all  agreed  that  il 
ijiras  impossible  to  transport  artiUery  over  the  mbdi^ 
tains,  w^h  form  tbe.northern  boundary  of  PorVugalj 
intelligenee  ^ opfirmed-  the  British  pffic^g^  who  had 
been  sent  on  a  tour  of  inspection  ;  so  that  as  equips 
ments  could  not  be  ptocQred  at  Coininna,  nor  food  on 
the  road  by^  EJivas,  nor. artillery  odnveyed  by  Atmeida,' 
he  was  absolutely  obliged  tor  divide  his  army,  part  of 
the  artillery  going  with  the  cavalry  through  ^ain; 
the  remainder , of  the  three  divisions  prooMded!  by 
different  routes  through  Portiig^aK  The  dlfllefeM  re^ 
gimen^s  of  each  division  followed  each  oth^r  in  suc^ 
cession,  to  facilitate  the  march ;  Sir  John  intending 
that  the  whole  of  the  troops  coming  from  Portugal 
should  unite  at  Salamancai  and  that  Sir  Datid  Baird 
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*  When  the  question  took  pUce  Vrbether  they  shouM  proceed  id  a 
northerly  ((irection^.  through  Pi^rtogai  to  Almeida,  or  should  take  the 
mat  ea«tero  road  to£Wai»  and  thence  march  through  Estremadura, 
It  was  found  that  the  whole  could  not  be  substst^sd  on  the  road  by  £lvaS| 
no  magazines  having  previously  been  formed  for  su^h  a  body  of  troops.^ 
Kay,  when  the  Spanish  Commissary-General  was  consulted  on  this 
subject,  and  when  |;be  qusintity  of  meat  required  by  the  British  army 
was  explained  to  him,  he  computed  that  were  tbey  to  be  supplied  with 
the  rations  specified,  in  three  months  all  the  oxen  would  be  consumed^ 
and  very  few  hogs  would  be  left  in  the  country. 
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and  General  Hope*  sboald  either  join  there  or  at 
Yalladoltd :  and  the  several  divisions  being  moved  off, 
Sir  John  Moore  left  Lisbon  on  the  27th  of  October, 
just  as  the  gprand  Spanish  armies,  as  already  observed, 
ivere  commencing  their  plan  of  operations  against  the 
French  army  north  of  the  Ebro. 

The  expectations  from  this  army,  at  home,  found- 
ed on  the  known  gallantry  and  skill  of  its  commander, 
were  certainly  very  high ;  and  Sir  John's  brother  in 
his  vindicatory  narrative  cannot  be  accused  of  exag- 

geration,  when  he  says^  that  during  this  period  the 
Danish  and  English  newspapers  were  busily  employ- 
ea  in  reportinc^  the  enthusiastic  patriotism  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  in  asserting  that  all  ranks,  youn^ 
and  old,  had  taken  np  anns^  were  eager  to  rush  upon 
their  enemies,  and  determine  to  die  rather  than  sob** 
mit  to  a  treacherous,  orqel,  and  impious  invader ;  for 
such  was  the  spirit  of  the  proclamations  of  the  various 
Juntas,  all  vying  with  each  other  in  magnanimous 
expressions. 

He  then  adds,  that  the  British  government,  not 
trusting  implicitly  to  such  authorities,  sent  officers 
and  agents  into  the  various  parts  of  Spain,  who  ri- 
valled each  other  in  reporting  the  universal  ardour 
of  the  country,  to  which  full  credit  was  then  given, 
and  the  British  army  dispatched  into  Leon,  to  parti- 
cipate 

■  ■  I  — — ^1^— ^^^— — M^— I    ■  I  Mill II  I  IX 

*  The  andent  Scottish  family  of  Rope  hat  been  distinguished  io 
every  period  of  natiooal  history,  so  that  we  may  consider  the  gallantry 
of  General  Sir  John  Hope  as  hereditary.  His  early  military  habits 
were  formed  during  the  active  service  in  America ;  and»  what  Is  more  to 
his  credit,  hej,  with  Moore  and  Stuart,  was  almost  the  only  officers  that 
escaped  the  deadly  contagion  at  gaming,  then  so  prevalent  in  our 
Transatlantic  army.  In  1706  he  accompanied  the  lamented  Aber- 
crombie  to  the  West  Indies,  and  behaved  most  gallantly  at  Grenada* 
and  afterwards,  at  St  Lucia  in  1796,  where  he  served  as  Brigadie^• 
General.  During  the  remainder  of  the  war  he  was  upon  every  active 
expedition ;  and*  et  the  commencement  of  our  operations  in  Fortugal, 
was  sent  out  on  that  service^  proving  bimsolf  a  worthy  disciple  of  the 
school  of  Abeccromble. 
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cipate  in  the  glory  of  expelling  the  French  from  the 
Peninsala. 

Without  entering  deeply  into  the  controversy  on 
this  subject  we  may  just  observe  that  there  was  cer« 
tainly  an  evidently  good  basis  for  these  sanguine  hopes ; 
and  thati  although  circumstances  unfortunately  tended 
to  defeat  the  plan  of  co-operation,  the  Spanish  armies 
being  almost  annihilated  before  Sir  John  Moore's 
advance  into  the  countiy,  still  has  the  perseverance 
of  Spain,  and  our  late  brilliant  successes,  sufficiently 
shewn  that  the  physical  and  moral  powers  of  that 
country  were  fully  adequate  to  the  expectations  form- 
ed, if  they  had  been  properly  directed. 

In  passing  through  the  Portuguese  territory,  the 
troops  behaved  with  such  order  and  regularity,  as  to 
form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  cruelty  and  rapine  of 
the  French  armies.  The  people,  in  consequence, 
were  civil;  but  still  there  were  considerable  difficulties 
in  finding  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions  for  such  an 
army.  There  were  also  a  great  want  of  money,  pro*- 
dacing  many  inconveniences ;  for  it  had  been  errone- 
ously supposed  that  government  bills  would  have  been 
accepted ;  and  at  Guarda  even  the  chief  magistrates 
refused  to  procure  provisions  without  regular  pay<* 
ments,  whilst  the  peasantry,  as  indeed  might  naturally 
be  expected,  refused  any  dealings  with  paper  money : 
and  it  is  stated  that  although  Sir  John  Moore  was 
usually  entertained  with  politeness  at  the  houses  of  a 
the  nobility,  and  saw  little  appearance  of  a  French 
p^rty,  yet  he  was  surprised  to  observe' the  slight  in- 
terest which  the  Portuguese  took  in  public  affairs; 
they  were  indeed  in  general  well  inclined,  but  very 
lukewarm. 

.  It  IS  no  doubt  then  that  the  Spaniards  at  this  mo- 
ment had  perhaps  too  great  a  confidence  in  their  own 
strength,  and  judged  too  hastily  of  the  possible  pow* 
ers  and  exertions  of  their  enemies ;  but  it  is  stated 
that  the  correspondence  which  Sir  John  Moore  held 
with  men  of  candour  and  discernment,  and  ^ho  re- 
sided 
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sided  upon  the  scene  of  action^  tended  to  cenfirm  him 
more  and  more  in  Ms  conviction,  that  little  or  nothing 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  exertion  of  th^  Spaniards 
themselves.  He  appears  indeed  to  have  achranced  in 
direct  opposition  to  hia  own  jtiflgnient  j  but  it  may 
still  be  a  question,  whether  his  final  want  of  soceess 
in  bis  advance  maj  not  inr  some  degree  have  proceed*^ 
cd  from  his  own  desponclency,  Wnicli  19  so  strong;!)^ 
marked  in  many  of  his  letters,  and  whveh^  fmrtieUlarly 
in  bis  snbsequeAt  retreat^  may  have  p^oduo^d  tho^c! 
^ects  which  hi^  known  gallantry  and  nndaonted 
spirit  would  otherwise  have  prevented. 

The  difficulties  of  the  march  stitt  increased ;  and; 
Mtwithstanding  the  situation  of  aflaii^,  it  appeared 
impossible  to  correct  the  dilaliorin^s^  df  the  SpauisH 
administration  j  so  that  when  Sir  David  B^ird^  arriV'>» 
ed  at  Coronna.on  the  ISth  of  October^-  the  Gall icf art 
Junta  actoally  refused  permission  for  the  landing  of 

the 


*>Str  DilTidBstMisanotlierof  those  berocs  whom  Scotland  has 
produced  for.  the  defence  of  the  Britith  Empire,  bein^  descended  from 
a  Terj  ancient  family  in  tiie  Lotbians,  wi^b  atf  festater  of  S.OeOft.  per 
annum,  in  the  possessicMk  of  bis  eldest  brother ;  who,  though  ep)titJed  la 
fbe  rank  of  a  baronet,  has  not  thought  proper  to  assuoK;  it.  To  write 
•f  Gir  David  himself,  a  vtolome  would  scarce  aufffce ;  and  it  has  been 
well  said  of  bin,  that  be  is  a  getieral  who^  more  than  any  officef  of 
the  age,  (perhaps  with  the  esoceptinn  of  the  Mar^k  6f  Wellington,) 
lias  seen  war  in  all  its  possible  varieties ;  a  general  to  wh«m  .exjjerience 
lias  taught  caution,  most  happily  tempered  in  heroic  gallantry  by  a 
judgment  that  seldaita  errs. 

Like  all  or  most  of  our  modern  hevo^.  Sir  David  beguii  service  dur» 
ing  the  American  war,  having  gone  in  1779,  td  India,  as  Captaiil  in>  the 
%3d  regiment  of  which  he  and  one  serjeant  only  now  sui-vive.  Whilst 
in  that  country  be  saw  much  hot  service  particularly  in  one  action  with 
a  considerable,  and  indeed  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  u'h'en 
the  Greitadiefs  of  bis  company  ibugbt  with  such  determined  heroism, 
that  many  of  them  were  still  seen  k>ading  their  laat  cartridge  after  bofh 
their  legs  had  been  shot  away.  The  few  who  remained,  bowever, 
after  the  slaughter,  were  made. prisoners,  and  Captain  &ird  carried  to 
tbat.fortress  whkb  he  afterwards  so  gallintly  stormed. 

His  subsequent  services  are' two  well  known  in  ^gyp^t  at  tb^  Cape; 
&c.  kc,  t9  require  notice :  indeed  tbe  very  enumeratipa  of  theoi  onl^ 
"would  fill  a  page. 
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the  troops.  The  astonishment  of  Si  r  David  at  (bi$  ex« 
traordinary  eircamstajnce  may  easily  be  conoehred;  fae 
had,  however^  no  filternative,  but  to  send  off  expresses 
to  Madrid  and  Lisb<>n;  though  he  at  last  obtaiae4 
leare '  to  disetnbarkV  but  with  saoh  a  cold  reception 
and  soch  a  total  absence  of  all  exertion  in  pre^aring^ 
his  equipments,  that  he  actually  wrote  to  Sir  John 
Moore  to  inquire  whether  the  Supreme  Junta  had  yet 
given  permission  for  the  British  troops  to  be  admitted 
into  Spain. 

In  the  early*  part  6f  November,  Sir  John  Moore 
by  rapid  marches  had  reached  Atalaia ;  in  fact  he 
found  greater  facilities  than  he  had  expected ;  fbr« 
though  the  roads  were  certainly  very  had,  still 
were  they  practicable  for  artillery ;  though  such  waai 
the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  Portuguese,  that  instead 
of  procuring  any  of  them  for  guides,  British  officers 
were  obliged  from  station  to  station,  to  reconnoitfe, 
and  actually  to  trace  o^t  the  route.  The  previous 
misinformation  was  also  the  more  to,  be  regretted ;  as 
otherwise  General  Hope's  division  might  very  well 
have  been  brought  by  thi^  route  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  army. 

The  troops  now  reached  Almeida  by  the  8th  of  No« 
vember;  and;  though  it  rained  incessantly  they  nsarch^ 
ed  on  cheerfully  in  spite  of  the  weather,  and  behaved 
extremely  weUf  notwithsjtandiog  the  inhospitality  of 
the  country  they  were  marching  through.  The  ap-i 
pearance  of  the  counti^y,  however,  and  the  manners  of 
the  people,  improved  greatly  on  first  crossing  the  boun- 
dary line  between  Portugal  and  Spain :  for  the  ad  van- 
ta^  was  greatly  in  favour  of  the  latter ;  particularly 
at  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  where  the  army  was  received  with 
shouts  otf  "  Viva  los  Ingleses !" 

Ofi  the  1^  of  November,  Sir  John  Moore  arrivedL 
with  the  advanced  guard  of  bis  army  at  Salamanca; 
and  th^re  he  halted,  intending  to  assemble  all  thei 
troops  coming  from  Portugal,  before  he  should  push, 
further  into  Spain ;  a  plan  more  particularly  oeces- 

5  sary. 
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sary,  as  he  had  jast  then  got  intelligence  of  the  fate  of 
the  army  of  Estremadura  already  mentioned.^ 

Sir  John  had  only  been  two  days  at-  Salamanca, 
when  he  was  informed  by  an  express  from  the  gover« 
nor  of  the  province,  General  Pignatelliy  that  the 
French  army  had  advanced  and  taken  possession  of 
Yailadolid,  which  is  only  twenty  leagues  from  Sala- 
manca. At  this  period  Sir  John  was  only  with  his 
advanced  corps  in  an  open  town,  three  marches  from 
the  French  army,  without  even  a  Spanish  i>icquet  to 
cover  his  front,  although  be  had  been  promised  that 
his  march  into  Spain  should  be  covered  by  a  force  of 
sixty  or  seventy  thousand  men :  and  his  own  force  con« 

sisted 


*  *  The  opinion  of  Sir  John  Moore  respecting  the  cause  in  which  he 
was  then  engaged  nay  be  drawn  from  a  few  extracts  from  a  letter  t» 
lioad  William  BeDtinck,  dated  the  13th  of  November, 

''  I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  Sir  David  Baird  I  hear  nothing  but  com* 
plaints  of  the  Junta  of  Corunna,  who  afford  him  no  assistance.  They 
promise  every  thing,  but  give  nothing— -we  find  pa  difiicuity  with  the 
fleople,  they  receive  us  every  where  well.  But  the  authorities  are  back- 
ward,  and  not  like  a  eountry  that  want  our  assistance.  The  officer  you 
mention  to  have  been  sent  to  Sir  David  Baird  travelled  by  slow  joarnies 
as  if  in  profound  peace;  and  consequently  arrived  too  late,  and  when 
Ilttie  wanted.  The  head  of  6aird*s  column  is  this  day  at  Astorga ;  bat 
had  they  waited  for  the  said  officer,  it  would  bare  been  still  at  Co* 
jvnna.  The  Spaniards  seem  to  think  that  every  body  should  fly  but 
ti^emselves.  I  differ  only  with  you  in  one  point  in  which  you  say  the 
chief  and  great  obstacle  and  resistence  to  the  French  will  be  afforded 
ty  the  English-  army.  If  that  be  so,  Spain  is  lost.  The  English  army 
I  hope,  will  do  all  which  can  be  expected  from  their  numbers;  but  the 
safety  of  Spain  depends  upon  the  union  of  its  inhabitants,  their  enthu- 
siasm in  their  cause,  and  in  their  firm  and  devoted  determination  to  die, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  French.  Nothing  short  of  this  will  enable 
them  to  resist  the  formidable^  attack  about  to  be  made  upon  them.  If 
they  will  adhere,  our  aid  can  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  them  ;  but,  if 
aot|  we  shall  soon  be  outnumbered,  were  our  force  quadrupled.  I  am, 
therefore,  much  more  anxious  to  see  ^exertion  and  energy  in  th^  go* 
Ternment,  and  enthusiasm  in  their  armies,  than  to  have  my  force  aug-* 
mented.  The  moment  is  a  critical  one««'my  own  situation  particularly 
90^*I  have  never  seen  it  otherwise  ;-^but  I  have  pushed  into  Spain  at 
all  hazards ; — this  was  the  order  of  my  government-i-and  the  will  of 
the  people  of  England.  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  my  best,  hoping  that 
all  the  bad  that  may  happen  will  not  happen ;  but  that,  with  a  shar* 
of^bai,  we  shall  also  bave  a  portion  of  good  fortune," 
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si»ted  only  of  three  brigades  of  infantry,  without  4 
single  gun,  as  the  remainder  was  moving  up  in  sue* 
cession,  but  could  not  he  expected  under  less  than  ten 
days. 

Decisive  measures  were  instantly  necessary;  for 
if  the  French  advanced  in  force  he  had  no  option 
but  to  fall  back  on  Ciudad  Rodrigo  ;  the  country  in 
which  vicinity,  being  very  poor,  could  not  long  afford 
subsistence  for  the  troops ;  and  if  he  should  even  re*- 
treat  into  Portugal,  the  situation  would  scarcely  be  im<» 
proved. 

He,  therefore,  assembled  the  Junta  of  Salamanca, 
and  explained  to  them  the  situation  of  aifairs,  calling 
on  them  to  make  such  sacrifices  as  the  occasion  re- 
quired, and  stating  the  necessity  of  his  having  carts 
and  mules,  should  it  be  necessary  to  retire.  All  this 
was. listened  to  with  calm  acquiescence,  and  the  whole 
party  seemed  to  hear  of  the  generous  intentions  of  the 
British,  and  of  the  destructive  ravages  of  the  French^ 
with  equal  indifference.  He  therefore  found  himself 
forced  to  depend  on  his  own  resources,  and  sent  orders 
to  Generals  Baird  and  Hope  to  concentrate  their  di<- 
visions,  to  advance  with  all  speed  to  Salamanca ;  but 
to  be  on  their  guard  upon  their  march. 

At  this  crisis  Mr.  Frere  bad  arrived  as  Minister* 
Plenipotentiary  from  Great  Britain,  ami  Mr.  Moor^ 
laments  that  he  unfortunately  had  acquired  all  his  no-- 
tions   of  Spanish  patriotism  and  politics  in  London^ 
and  that  his  prepossessions  were  much  too  strong  to 
be  effaced  by  the  observations  of  his  predecessors,  or 
even  to  be  altered  by  the  most  opposing  facts.     It  must 
however,  be  observed,  that  if  Mr.  Frere  was  too  saa- 
guine  in  his  hopes,  there  were  many  others  who  were 
too  despondent  in  an  observation  fully  justified  by  sub- 
sequent events,  and  which   may  be  considered  as  in 
some  measure  illustrated  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Frere's  of 
the  ISth  of  November,  to  Sir  John  Moore,  in  which 
he  says,  **  the  fixed  spirit  of  resistance ;  which,  with- 
out calculation  of  danger  or  of  means,  seems  to  have 
11.  2 1  root«4 
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rooted  itself  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  appears  supe- 
rior to  any  reverse  ;"  thus  fully  exemplifying  what  in 
some  measure  may  be  applied  to  their  subsequent  con- 
duct.* 

Sir  David  Baird  did  not  reach  Astorga  until  the 
19th  of  November,  and  then  only  with  part  of  his  in- 
fantry, having  had  to  encounter  a  thousand  deficien- 
cies, and  to  struggle  with  difficulties  entirely  new  to 
him,  meeting  with  a  variety  of  obstacles  in  his  pro- 
gress, and  receiving  but  little  aid  from  the  Spaniards 
in  overcoming  them.  Froin  Astorga,  Sir  David 
thought  it  imprudent  to  advance  ;  and,  in  an  official 
letter,  he  said,  "  We  have  no  kind  of  support  to  ex- 
pect from  the  Spaniards,  who  are  completely  dispers- 
ed and  driven  from  the  field  ;  and,  if  I  were  to  move 
forward  the  infantry  T  have  at  present  here,  I  should 
necessarily  expose  myself  to  be  beaten  in  detail,  with- 
out a  chance  of  being  able  to  oppose  any  effectual  re- 
sistance/' 

Lieutenant-General  Hope,  who  had  proceeded  by 
the  Elvas  road,  had  already  done  wonder/) ;  for,  not- 
withstanding his  toilsome  march,  he,  by  indefatip^able 
exertions,  and  good  arrangements,  had  provided  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  corps  under  his  command  ;  and 
had  brought  them  into  the  vicinity  of  Madrid.  Yet, 
ppon  the  whole,  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Spain  was 
becoming  evidently  more  arid  more  critical ;  and  every 
account  sent  to.  Sir  John  Moore,  by  those  whom  he 
iconsidered  as  men  of  sound  judgment,  was  filled  with 
statements  of  the  Spanish  government  having  most 

unwisely 

*  A  curious  circumstance  mentioned  in  Sir  John  Moore's  own  journal 
anU  higiily  illustrative  of  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  Spanish  cfaa^ 
facter,  deserves  notice  here. 

"  Lord  Proby  was  at  Tordesillas  reconnoitring,  when  a  patrole  of 
French  cavalry  came  into  the  town.  They  stayed  some  time.  Every 
man  in  tiietown  knew  that  Proby  was  there,  for  he  had  been  two  days 
among  them  ;  yet  not  a  man  betrayed  him  ;  and  when  the  cavalry  left 
th^  place,  and  his  Lordship  came  into  the  street,  they  all  testified  their 
satisfaction,  and  declared  that,  though  they  hadt^no  arms,  they  woulA 
'  kave  died  rat^a:  than  allowed  bim  to  be  takeo/* 


>  • 
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unwisely  concealed  their  desperate  situation  froni 
their  ally. 

Under  such  circumstances^it  is  perhaps  not  surpris- 
ing that  Sir  John  Moore,  as  well  as  some  other  of  his 
officers,  should  have  viewed  the  Spanish  cause,  with 
despair  ;  yet  subsequent  events  have  shewn,  that  the 
hopes  of  the  more  sanguine  have  been  far  from  being 
disappointed  :  and  that,  though  Spain  may  have  been 
tardy  in  her  exertions,  she  was  not  more  so  than  what 
naturally  resulted  from  the  general  state  of  society  in 
that  country,  and  from  her  habits  and  prejudices  ;  for 
though  a  people  may  be  simultaneously  roused  to  ac- 
tion, it  still  will  require  time  to  produce  a  unity  of 
action  in  all  cases  where  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  does 
not  immediately  operate,* 

The  defeat  of  Castanos's  army  we  have  already 
mentioned ;  the  intelligence  of  which  arrived  at  Sa- 
lamanca on  the  28th  of  November,  and  totally  dark- 
ened the  aspect  of  affj^irs.  Whilst  this  drmy  remain- 
ed, there  still  appeared  to  Sir  John  Moore  a  hope  of 

2 1  2  resist- 


*  In  making  these  observations  we  profess,  at  the  same  time,  the 
highest  admiration  of  his  military  talents,  and  give  him  every  credit 
for  the  indefatigability  of  hisi  exertions  at  this  crisis.  His  occupations 
were  indeed  too  importapt  and  pressing  to  admit  of  a  moment's  relaxa- 
tion ;  and  the  quantity  of  business  he  transacted  may  be  conceived  from' 
the  manner  in  which  his  time  was  daily  employed.  He  always  rose 
between  three  and  four  in  the  morning,  lighted  his  fire  and  candle  by 
a  lamp  which  was  placed  in  the  room,  and  employed  himself  in  writing 
till  eight  o'clock,  when  the  officers  of  the  family  were  assembled  for 
breakfast.  After  this  meal  he  received  the  general  officers,  and  all 
pefsons  with  whom  he  had  business;  and  the  necessary  orders  were 
issued.  His  pen  was  frequently  in  his  hand  in  the  forenoon  also;  for 
he  wrote  all  his  letters  himself.  He  always  rode  before  dinner  for  an 
hour  or  two,  either  to  view  the  troops,^  or  to  reconnoitre  the  country. 
His  table  was  plentiful ;  and  the  company  varied  from  fourteen  to 
twenty  officers.  H^  was  a  very  plain  and  moderate  eater^  and  seldom 
drank  more  than  three  or  four  glasses  of  wine,  conversing  Mith  his  offi- 
cers with  great  frankness  and  cheerfulness.  His  portfolio  was  usually 
open  again  before  he  went  to  bed  ;  but^  unless  kept  up  by  business 
he  never  sat  up  later  than  ten  o'clock. 

By  this  regularity  and  assiduity,  all  his  affairs  were  tran5aGted  wkh 
order,  and  without  procrastinatioD. 


252  MFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


Proposed  retreat. 


resistance  in  the  north  of  Spain  ;  but  now  he  gave  up 
all  expectations  of  it ;  considering  it  evident- that  if 
Buonaparte  chose,  as  alight  he  expected,  to  push  for- 
ward his  advanced  corps  upon  him,  his  janetioa  with 
General  Hope  would  be  very  doubtful,  and  that  with 
Sir  David  Baird  impossible. 

For  these  reasons  he  at  once  took  the  resolution  of 
withdrawing  the  army  from  Gallicia  and  Leon,  and 
of  assembling  it  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  :  the 
proposed  advantages  of  which  measures  were,  that 
the  whole  British  force  would  be  collected,  and  united 
with  upwards  of  10,000  men  more,  who  were  left  in 
Portugal.* 

In  the  mean  time  he  thought  it  possible  that  all  the 
scattered  corps  of  the  Spanish  army  might  fall  back 
and  concentrate,  and  there  receive  such  new  levies  as 
might  be  raised  in  the  southern  provinces  ;  whichj 
when  assembled,  might  still  form  an  army  capable  of 
making  a  stand,  and  to  whose  aid  the  British,  might 
then  move  forward  in  a  formidable  body.  He  consi- 
dered, that  if  the  Spaniards  had  constancy  to  hold  out, 
and  fortitude  to  continue  the  contest^  an  opportunity 
would  still  be  afforded  them  ;  for  in  the  south  all  their 
energies  might  be  put  forth,  and  effectual  resistance 
afforded  them  by  the  British  army  ;  or  should  their 
armies  even  be  repelled  in  these  efforts,  still  secure 
retreats  were  afforded  them  in  the  protection  of  Cadiz 
and  Gibraltar.  Indeed  it  appears  rom  ail  hia  cor* 
respondence,  that  it  had  always  been  a  favourite  plan 
of  Sir  John  Moore  to  commence  and  carry  on  the 
military  operations  from  the  south  of  Spain. 

Sir 

^. .   .      _  _■_  _  ■• 

,  ^  It  is  but  fair  to  acknowledge  that  the  magnitude  of  the  force  uo^ 
der  Sir  John  Moore  increased  hi&  difficulties  of.  transport  and  of  sub« 
sistence.  It  has  been  asked,  however,  "  how  comes  it  then  that  much 
larger  French,  armies  were  supported  ?*'  The  answer  is  obvious'-^he^ 
French  were  in  an  enemy^  couqtry,  and  helped  themsehes  to  wh»t 
ever  could  be  had  ;  when,  we  being  in  the  country  of  an  ally,  were 
dbiig^d  to  pursue  a  different  line  of  ^conduct* 
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Sir  John  now  took  tba  resolution  of  retreating  with- 
out waiting  for  any  further  communications  from  the 
British  ambassador :  and  the  fate  of  Castanos  con- 
vinced him  that  the  situation  of  his  army  admitted  of 
no  delay.  ^ 

He  then  assembled  the  general  officers,  and  shewed 
them  the  intelligence  he  had  received,  and  the  plan 
be  had  adopted.  He  told  them  *^  that  he  had  not 
called  them  together  to  request  their  counsel,  or  to 
induce  them  to  commit  themselves  by  giving  any 
opinion  upon  the  subject.  He  took  the  responsibility 
entirely  upon  himself;  and  he  only  required  that 
they  would  immediately  prepare  for  carrying  it  into 
effect." 

^  His  brother,  indeed,  in  his  narrative,  allows  that  the 
idea  of  retreating  was  very  generally  disapproved  of 
by  the  army  in  general.  The  murmurs  against  it  from 
officers  of  rartk  were  heard  in  every  quarter.  Even 
the  staff  officers  of  Sir  John  Moore's  family  lamented 
it :  and  for  the  first  time  doubted  the  wisdom  of  his 
decision. 

That  it  was  equally  unpalatable  with  the  privates 
inay  also  be  believed,  if  we  are  to  credit  a  report  that 
during  the  subsequent  retreat,  whenever  their  backs 
were  towards  the  enemy,  insubordination  ensued  ;•  but 
that  whenever  any  halt  was  made,  with  any  hopes  oC 
engaging,  then  the  real  character  of  the  British  soldier 
displayed  itself;  land  order,  regularity,  obedience,  and 
even  enthusiasm,  prevailed. 

We  vouch  not  for  the  truth  of  this  anecdote  ;  b&tf 
having  heard  it  from  several  respectable  quarters,  oar 
beKef  in  it  is  fnrther  confirmed  by  a  perusal  of  all  the 
general  orders  issued  by  Sir  John  during  this  unfortu-^ 
nate  retreat. 

Some  disagreement  now  arose  between  Sir  John 
Moore  and  the  British  ambassador,  probably  on  both 
sides,  from  some  unfortunate  misunderstanding,  and 
probably  from  the  extreme  dtflference  of  their  opi nidus 
^oth  on  political  sobjects^  andf  on  the  military  mea- 
sure 
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Aiires  of  the  Cotnaiander-in^Chief :  but  it  is  beyond 
our  plan  to  enter  upon  a  controversy  not  immediately 
connected  with  the  point  in  review,  which  is  merely 
a. detail  of  the  present  operations,  to  illustrate  ana 
exemplify  more  fully  the  operations  under  the  Mar- 
quis of  Wellington,  without  endeavouring  to  raise 
the  fame  of  one  general  upon  the  misfortunes  of  ano* 
ther.  ^ 

Still,  however,  in  furtherance  of  our  prime  object^ 
some  of  the  reasons  urged  by  Mr.  Frere,  to  prevent 
a  retreat,  or  to  point  out  the  road  to  Gallicia,  as  more 
favourable,  for  political  reasons,  than  that  upon  Por- 
tugal, deserve  a  slight  notice. 

He  observed  that  the  provinces  which  Sir  John 
Moore  had  hitherto  seen  in  Spain  were  the  least  of 
all  distinguished  either  for  a  military,  fpatriotic,  or 
provincial  spirit.  No  man,  he  observed,  ever  called 
himself  a  Leonese ;  and  their  very  Junta  yielded  up 
their  powers  t6  that  of  the  Asturias ;  whilst,  with  the 
exception  of  La  Mancba,  and  the  city  of  Madrid,  the 
same  observation  would  apply  nearly  to  the  whole  of 
.  Old  and  New  Castile. 

In  the  course  of  the  late  events  he  acknowledged 
that  they  had  been  entirely  passive  ;  and  bad  quietly 
seen  their  country,  in  succession,  occupied  by  the 
strongest  party  ;  but  then  this  was  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  accounted  for  from  the  fact  of  their  living  in 
open  villages  ^n  vast  plains,  without  arms,  and  with- 
out horses,  having  thus  neither  the  means  of  defence 
nor  escape.  Yet  even  thus  unhappily  situated,  it  had 
beoQ  seen  that  the  towns  were  always  abandoned  at 
the  approach  of  the  French  ;  that  not  a  single  magis- 
trate; had  been  brought  over  to  take  an  oath  of  aile- 
{^iance  to  the  Pretender  ;  and  that  the  French 
mroughout  the  whole  district  had  not  been  able  to  en- 
fist  a  single  soldier.  It  was  at  this  period  that  the  in- 
sidious conduct  of  Morla,  in  attempting  to  persuade 
^ir  John  Moore  to  advance  to  Madrid,  whilst  tie  him* 
self  was  in  treaty  v^ith  the  enemy,  took  pkce  ;  and 
5  such 


MARQUIS  OF  WELLINGTOK.  555 


Proposed  advance. 


such  was  the  heart  of  the  traitor  that  he  evidently 
was  successful  irt  some  measure,  even  on  imposin^g^ 
on  Mr.  Frere,  our  ambassador,  though  on  the 
spot,  or  nearly  so,  being  then  at  Talavera,  after* 
wards  rendered  so  famous  by  the  British  ^rms.  So 
much  so,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Frere  sent  a  very  press* 
ing  letter  by  Colonel  Charmilly,  an  emigrant  officer 
in  our  service,  who  had  just  left  Madrid,  and  whose 
verbal  representations  to  Sir  John  Moore  were  so 
highly  descriptive  of  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  capital,  that,  on  the  5th  of  December,  he  ac» 
tually  was  convinced  that  a  great  and  unexpected  im- 

Erovement  in  the  public  affairs  had  taken  place;  and 
e,  therefore,  judged  that  he  ought  not  to  pursue  his 
plan  of  retreat,  and  immediately  abandoned  his  inten« 
tion,  resolving  to  support  Madrid  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power.  He,  therefore,  wrote  to  Sir  David  Baird  to 
return  bag  and  baggage  to  A storga,  behaving  alrea- 
dy coinmenced  his  preconcerted  retreat  ;  and  at  this 
imoment  General  Hope,  by  means  of  rapid  marches, 
had  brought  his  division  close  to  Salamanca.  The  po- 
sition of  the  British  army  had,  by  this  means,  become 
much  mote  secure  ;  for  Sir  John  had  now  a  complete 
though  small  corps,  with  cavalry  and  artillery ;  whilst 
by  a  movement  to  the  left,  his  junction  with  Sir  Da- 
vid Baird  was  certain. 

Being  desirous  of  obtaining  the  co-operaltion  of  the 
only  Spanish  corps  within  reach,  he  wrote  immediate- 
ly to  the  Marquis  of  Romana,  who  was  at  Leon,  ex^ 
.pressii^g  a  wish  to  unite  with  him,  ^nd  to  take  such 
operations  as  they  might  judge  best  for  the  support  of 
Madrid,  and  the  defeat  of  the  enemy. 

But  the  knowledge  of  the  absolute  submission  of 
the  capital  now  completely  deranged  the  proposed 
plan  of  operations,'  and  retreat  ffom  Salamanca  was 
again  determined  on,  particularly  as  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  the  effective  French  force  then  in  Spain 
actually  amounted  to  177,000  men,  whilst  the  whole 
British  force   as  now   more  than  18,416  who  had 

marched 


8d0 


LIFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


■il    »      I    »■  " ''^* 


Military  politics* 


marched  from  Portugal,  and  9550  who  had  followed 
Sir  David  Baird  from  Gorunna,  making  in  the  whole 
25,631  infantry  and  2450  cavalry  :  their  artillery,  in- 
deed, was  numerous,  but  of  a  very  small  calibre  :  for, 
including  a  brigade  of  three  pounders^  it  amounted  to 

fifty  guns. 

Sir  John  Moore,  now  joined  by  General  Hope's 
division,  was  anxious  to  unite  with  Sir  David  Baird, 
and  to  endesbvour  to  prosecute  the  war  in  the  north  of 
Spain,  instead  of  retiring  upon  the  Tagus. 

In  this  crisis  his  brother  says,  and  we  are  disposed 
to  give  him  full  credit,  that  Sir  John  knew  that  the 
passes  of  Somosierra  and  Guadarama  were  possessed 
by  the  French,  and  that  an  attempt  to  force  them 
would  be  destructive ;  yet  if  he  continued  where  he 
was,  or  only  guarded  the  frontiers  of  Gallicia,  every 
thing  valuable  in  Spain  would  be  quickly  subdued. 
The  first  of  these,  therefore,  he  rejects  ^s  trash,  and 
the  other  as  futile :  but  he  formed  and  executed  a 
plan  for  stopping  the  progress  of  the  French,  and  re- 
lieving Spain,  which  has  been  highly  admired  by 
masters  in  the  art  of  war.  '^  This  will  be  gradually 
developed."  But  as  he  found  that  the  Spanish  gene- 
rals who  had  been  deputed  to  him  were  quite  incapa- 
ble of  discussing  the  plan  or  giving  him  any  advice 
he  thought  it  imprudent  to  confide  his  intentions  to 
them.  He  considered  it  most  advisable  to  trust  no 
one  with  his  designs,  except  the  government,  and 
the  generals  commanding  armies,  who  were  to  co- 
operate with  him. 

Yet  one  of  these  *^  incapable'*  generals  wrote  to 
him  on  the  7th  of  December  to  say,  <^For  if,  instead 
of  uniting  the  two  divisions  of  your  army  with  the 
army  of  the  Marquis  of  Romana  at  Zamora,  or  some 
other  point  that  may  impose  upon  the  enemy,  you 
persist  in  putting  your  design  into  execution,  you 
will  immediately  occasion  the  destruction  of  Spain,  - 
and  perhaps yourexcellency  will  be  under  the  neces* 
$ity  of  embarking  for  England. 

That 
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That  Sir  John  Moore,  however,  did  intend  to  con- 
nect himself  with  the  Marquis  of  Romana,  is  evident 
froni  his  letter  to  that  officer,  as  well  as  from  his  sub- 
sequent instructions  to  Sir  David  Baird.  In  the 
morning'  of  the  8th  Sir  John  Moore  received  intelli- 
gence from  the  gallant  Colonel  (now  Sir  Thomas) 
Graham,  that  the  enemy  had  got  possession  of  the 
capital,  but  that  the  Junta  concealed  the  fact  as  much 
a^  possible,  completely  softening  down  the  principal  ' 
fact,  and  making  it  appear  that  Madrid  had,  instead 
of  surrendering,  only  entered  into  a  kind  of  armistice 
ivith  the  enemy.  That  Sir  John  neither  absolutely 
believed,  nor  did  he  totally  discredit  it,  but  again 
considered  himself  compelled  to  make  every  effort  in 
his  power  for  the  relief  of  the  capital;  and  according- 
ly advanced  from  Salamanca.  The  movement  was 
made  from  the  left  flank  by  the  brigades,  towards  the. 
Douro.  The  reserve  and  General  Beresford\s  bri- 
gades were  marched  to  Toro,  there  to  unite  with  the 
cavalry  under  Lord  Paget,  while  Sir  John  Moore 
moved  with  the  remaining  divisions  tovi^ards  Torde- 
sillas.  Sir  David  Baird  was  directed  to  push  on  his 
brigades  to  Benevente  ;  and,  the  whole  being  united, 
it  was  proposed  to  proceed  to  Valladolid,  with  the 
view  of  threatening  the  communication  between  Ma- 
drid and  the  French  territory. 

Even   on   the  12th   of  December,    Sir  John  was 
still  ignorant  of  the  absolute   submission  of  Madrid, 
and  had  hopes  that  his  movements  might  be  of  use  '. 
towards  the  saving  of  that  city  :  and  on  the  very  ^ame 
day  Brigadier-General  Stewart,  whilst  moving  Trom  " 
Arevolo  with  the  J  8th  and  German  dragoons,  having 
got  information  that  a  party  of  French  cavalry  and 
infantry  had  got  possession  of  a  village  called  Rheda, 
he  attacked  it  in  the  night  by  surprise,  with  a  party 
of  the   18th  light  dragoons,  and  killed  or  took  pri- 
sone^s  almost  the  whole  of  the  detachment.     This 
•was  the  first  encounter  of  the  French  and  British  in   . 
gpain  J  andthe^march  of  the  British  bad  been  so  well 
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concealed,  that  the  French  were  astonished  to  find 
that  there  were  any  English  troops  there ;  the  pri- 
soners declaring  that  it  was  universally  believed  th^y 
had  retreated. 

The  intelligence  soon  after  received,  though  unfa- 
vourable  as  to  Madrid,  still  afforded  some  consolation 
to  Sir  John,  in  finding  that  Buonaparte  believed  he 
was  retreating ;  but  as  it  was  evident  that.  Soult*s 
corps  was  much  stronger  than  had  been  represented, 
he  considered  it  no  lonorer  advisable  to  march  to  Yalla- 
dolid,  lest  Sir  David  Baird  should  be  attacked  in 
forming  his  junction,  but  thought  it  preferable  to 
move  to  Toro,  thus  commencing  that  retreat  which 
afterwards  ended  so  unfortunately  for  the  general 
cause,  though  certainly  without  diminishing  the  lus- 
tre of  the  British  arms. 

Sir  John  Moore,  however,  still  had  hopes  of  being 
able  to  meet  with  Soult  in  his  march  towards  Sir  Da- 
vid Baird,  and  that,  if  possible,  before  he  could  re- 
ceive any  reinforcements,  and  before  nny  French 
corps  should  be  pushed  forward  on  his  right  flank  tQ 
endanger  his  retreat. 

To  pursue  Sir  John  through  the  whole  detail  of  his 
manoeuvres  is  not  exactly  part  of  our  plan  ;  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that,  in  his  further  advance,  he  was 
checked  by  the  retreat  of  Romana,  and  by  the  little 
chance  of  any  further  Spanish  .co-operation,  although 
his  own  force  amounted  to  23,009  infantry,  and  up- 
wards of  2000  cavalry.* 
^  Homana's 


*  On  the  20th  of  December  Lord  Paget,  by  a  well  concerted  move- 
ment, attacked  and  defeated  the  advanced  guard'  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry at  Sahagun>  to  the  number  about  700.  At  this  period  the 
head  quarters  of  the  French  were  at  Majorga,  but  the  cavalry  and 
horse  artillery  were  advanced  to  Monastero  Melgar  Abaxo^  within 
three  leagues  of  Sahaguo. 

The  weather  was  extremely  cold,  and  the  ground  covered  with  deep 
snow  ;  yet  Lord  Paget  resolved  to  cut  off  the  above-mentioned  detach- 
ment, and  accordingly  marched  at  two  o*cIock  in  the  morning,  and 
^eut  General  SUde  with  the  10th  hussars  alonf  the  Coa  to  enter  the 
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Romana^s  force  was,  however,  at  length  brought  so 
forward,  as  to  induce  Sir  John  to  direct  a  movement 
on  their  part  on  the  latter  end  of  December,  whilst 
he  should  make  a  proposed  attack  on  the  enemy  ; 
Soult  having  his  force  of  18,000  men  concentrated 
behind  the  river  Carrion,  and  the  head  columns  of 
Junot^s  corps  bejng  between  Yittoria  and  Burgos^ 
But  an  influx  of  intelligence  soon  convinced  Sir 
John,  that  the  French  reinforcements  was  advanc- 
ing rapidly,  and  that  Buonaparte  was  fully  prepared  : 
accordingly  the  forward  march  of  the  troops  was  in- 
stantly countermanded.^     Sir  John,  tkerefore,  pre- 

2  K  2  paring 


towOf  whilst  he  proceeded  towards  it  ia  another  direction  with  the  15th 
dragpODs  and  horse  artillery. 

His  Lordship  approached  to  the  place  at  dawn,  and  surprised  a 
picquet,  but  two  or  three  men  escaped,  and  gave  the  alarm.  He 
pushed  forward,  and  discovered  the  enemy  formed  up,  not  far  from 
the  town.  The  two  corps  manceuvred/or  some  time,  each  endeavour- 
ing to  gain  the  flank  of  its  opponent.  At  first  the  ground  was  unfa* 
vourable  to  the  British,  particularly  from  the  situation  of  a  hollow ;  but, 
by  superior  skill,  his  Ijordship  surmounted  this  difficulty,  passed  the 
hollow,  completely  out-manouvered  the  enemy,  and  charged  them  at  a 
favourable  niomeut,  when  the  French,  having  wheeled  into  line,  very 
injudiciously  awaited  the  shock.  Being  unequal  to  this  they  were  over 
thrown  ii>  au  instant,  and  dispersed  in  every  direction^  many  killed, 
with  two  Lieutenant 'Colonels,  and  157  prisoners  ;  the  whole  Britisb 
Hussars  not  being  more  than  400  ! 

The   gallant  Lord    Paget  (now  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge)  was  des- 
tined  in  very  early   life  for  the  army,  after  receiving  his  education 
at  Westminster  school,  and   spending  a   short  time  at  Oxford.    To 
trace  him  through  his  various  services  on  the  continent  would  be  to 
detail  almost  every  action  that  happened  there  ;  it  is  enough  to  say 
that  he  is  now  esteemed  one  of  the  best  cavalry  officers  we  have,  a  fact 
fully  proved  by  his  conduct  during  Sir  John  Moor*s  retreat,  when  in 
this  long  interval,  and  against  a  vast  superiority  of  force,  the  French 
army  being  70,000  strong,  of  which  the  British  tiell  short  by  30,900,  yet 
still  the  latter  had  the  advantage  in  every  rencounter.     In  fact  the  rear 
guard,  and  covering  cavalry  commanded  by  Lord  Paget,  were  never 
broken ;  and  the   main  army  was  thus  enabled,  unmolested  by  the 
enemy,  to  continue  their  arduous  march ;  so  that  as  long  as  the  name 

of  Moor^  shall  be  remembered,  so  shall  the  skill  and  gallantry  of 

Paget ! 
•  The  plan  of  Buonaparte  was  certainly  that  of  a  grfeat  general :  its 

particulars 
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paring-  for  the  danger,  calculated  the  time  ;  but  to 
frustrate  the  plan  was  forced  to  continue  his  retreat, 
which  he  was  sitently,  but  busily,  occupied  in  pre- 
paring"  on  the  24th  of  December,  when  the  whole 
disposal  force  of  the  French  army,  forming  an  irre- 
giil^r  crescent,  'was  marching  with  rapid  steps  to  eh- 
Tiron  his  arrtiy.  To  accomplish  his  favourite  object, 
say$  Sir  John^s  brother,  Buonaparte  stops  his  victori- 
t)us  career  in  the  south,  where  there  was  nothing  ca- 
pable of  resisting  him.  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  would  have 
yielxled  as  easily  as  Madrid,  and  those  must  be  san* 
guine  indeed,  who  can  believe  that  any  further  resist- 
ance would  have  been  made  in  Spain.  He  then 
proceeds  to  observe,  that  the  bold  measures  adopted 
by  Sir  John  Moore  arrested  the  immediate  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country  ;  for  though  he  had  intelligence 
sufficient  to  induce  him  to  retire,  still  he  had  not 
learned  the  whole  amount  of  the  force  that  was 
marching  against  him,  and  was  resolved  not  to  be 
ularmed  into  a  false  step,  nor  retreat  one  step  further 
than  was  absolutely  necessary,  as  he  wished  to  defend 
tlije'Gallicias  if  possible.* 

Several 

particulars  were  evidently  disclosed  by  bis  moveiqents;  but  exact  in- 
formation has  also  been  obtained  through  Major  Napier  of  the  SOth 
regiment^  Yiho  having  been  afterwards  stabbed  io  tLe  body  by  a 
bayonet  at  the  battle  of  Corunna,  and  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  sabre 
yet  gallantly  defended  his  Fife,  until  quarters  was  promised  to  him. 
When  a  prisoner  he  was  treated  most  handsomely  by  Soult,  and  dined 
with  Marshal  Ney  frequently,  who>  as  well  as  General  Laborde,  and 
other  officers  of  rank,  frankly  told  htm  the  design  and  sentiments  of 
Napoleon. 

When  Buonaparte  first  received  intelligence  that  the  British  were 
moving  to  the  Douro,  he  exclaimed,  '*  Moore  is  the  only  general 
now  fit  to  contend  with  me  ;  I  fball  advance  against  him  in  person  t'' 
Accordingly,  orders  wert  given  to  Soult  to  give  way  if  attacked,  to  dc- 
<:oy  the  British  army  to  Burgos,  and  to  push  on  a  corps  to  Leon,  on 
their  left  flank,  whilst  Buonaparte  himself  moved  rapidly  with  all  the 
disposable  force  from  Benevente,  thus  efxpecting  to  surround  the 
British'  with  60  or  70,000  men,  before  they  could  possibly  reach  Gal- 
licia. 

*r  Whilst  .on  the  heights  of  Lugo,  on  the  17th  January,  the  French 

attacked 
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Several  skir^misbes  took  place  during  the  early  part 
of'  the  retreat,*  and  on  the  27th  the  rear-^u^ 
crossed  the  E^s^r^  ^nd  b]ew  qp  the  bridge. 

The .  retrea£  ^sf^pied  now  a  deterniined  measure : 
but  we  .sliall  wave  all  observations  on  it,  only  ob- 
serving, that  whenever  the^  British  archy  stopped,  or 
whenever  there  wa^  la  slight  affair  of  deitachmente, 
their  conduct  was  always  highly  meritorious,  though 
it  appears  frooi  $jr  John  JVioore's  general  orders,  th^t 

...  there 


"••T" 


atfickecl  a  division  of  the  left  wing;  ahd  a  body  of  them,  having  penr- 
Jttated  up.  a  line,  drove  a  few  of  our  light  troops  before  them,  and 
turned  the  flank  of  the  picquet  of  the  92d  regiment.  On  this  Sir 
John  Moore,  who  was  near  the  spot,  rallied  a  few  and  led  them  l|ack, 
when  Brigade  Major  Robert,  passing*  Sir  John,  huzzaed  the  men  for- 
ward, and  charged  the  French,  himself  shooting  one  man.  JFJe  then 
rode  into  the  field  on  their  flahk  ;  and  having  gained  their  front,  or- 
dered theoffiterto  lay  down  his  arms:  but  he  refused,  and  directed 
bis  men  to  fire,  which  they  did,  but  missed  the  major;  who  imme- 
diately ftred  and  shot  the  officer.  He  was  then  fired  at  again,  and  two 
buTleti  passed  through  his  right  hand,  whilst  returning  a  pistol  he  had 
discharged  to  its  holster-case.  Two  more  passed  through  his  cloaV, 
and  another  cut  irrtwo  his  horse's  bridle  ;  yet  he  succeeded  in  repel- 
ling the  party,  after  which  he  was  obliged  to  have  his  hand  amputated 
on  the  field.  In  this  business  the  Frencli  had  eighty- three  killed  and 
wounded,  and  125  made  prisoners;  whilst  the  whole  British  loss  wa,s 
the  major  wounded,  and  two  privates  killed. 

*  On  the  2Cth  Lord  Paget  fell  in  with  a  detachment  of  the  advanced 
guards  of  Buonaparte's  o«vn  army  at  Majorca.  His  lordship  imrnedi* 
ately  ordered  Colonel  Leigh,  with  two  squadrons  of  the  10th  hussars, 
to  attack  this  corps,  which  had  halted  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  hilj. 
One  of  Colonel  Leith'^s  squadrons  was  kept  in  reserve  ;  the  other  rode 
briskly  up  the  hill ;  on  approaching  the  top,  where  the  ground  w^s 
rugged,  the  Colonel  judiciously  reined  in  to  refresh  the  horses,  thou^Ji 
exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy.  When  1^  f\2id  nearly  gained 
the  summit,  and  the  horses  had  recovered  their  breath,  he  charged 
boldly,  and  overthrew  the  enemy  ;  many  of  whom  were  killed  ao^ 
wounded,  and  above  100  surrendered  prisoners. 

Nothing  indeed  could  excel  the  coolness  *and  gallantry  displayed  by 
the  British  cavalry  on  this  occasion.  The  18th  dragoons  had  signs^- 
It2;ed  themselves  in  several  former  skirmishes:  Captain  Jones,  when  af 
Valencia,  had  ventured  to  charge  SOO  French  dragoons,  with  only 
thirty  British,  when  fourteen  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  six  inkcg. 
prisoners. 
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there  were  some  individual  cases  that  required  no- 
tice.* 

When  Buonaparte  had  assembled  his  whole  army 
at  Astorga,  to  the  amount  of  70,000  men,  and  per- 
cerved,  by  the  masterly  arrangements  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  intercept 
him,  he  desisted  from  his  personal  pursuit,  and  con- 
tented himself  with  detaching  three  marshals,  with 
as  many  divisions,  to  follow  the  British  closely,  and 
to  destroy  them  either  before,  or  during  their  em- 
barkation at  Corunna,  to  which  place  Sir  John  Moore 
judged  it  most  prudent  to  proceed.f  It  is  an  un- 
pleasant 

*         

■ '  ■  ■     ■  — 

*  During  this  retreat  a  gallant  achievement  of  a  small  party  of  ca* 
Talry  deserves  particular  notice.  It  appears  that  the  British  in  their 
retreat  over  a  river  bad  blown  up  the  bridge  :  but  the  French  cavalry 
discovered  a  ford  above  it,  where  they  crossed.  They  then  formed, 
and  were  nearly  double  the  number  that  could  be  brought  against 
them.  Our  brave  countrymen  rejoiced  at  the  sight,  and  forgot  the 
disparity  of  numbers.  They  advanced  smartly  upon  the  enemy»  who 
stood  to  receive  them  ;  and  at  a  short  distance  fired  upon  the  British. 
General  Stewart,  who  commanded,  then  advanced  beyond  his 
line,  and  gave  the  word,  **  Draw  ! — Charge!''  The  British  rushed 
on  :  the  French  received  them  firmly  ;  and  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
tlie  clash  of  sabres  rung  like  a  peal  of  bells.  General  Stewart  was  op- 
posed to  General  Lk  Febvre,  whom  he  made  prisoner*  Several 
other  French  officers  also  were  taken,  and  a  great  many  men  fell  on 
both  sides.  But  here,  as  on  the  plains  of  Maida,  British  courage 
proved  more  firm  and  determined  than  that  of  the  French.  The  proud 
Imperial  guard,  the  officers  of  which  declared  th^y  had  never  before 
been  beaten,  gave  way  before  an  inferior  number  of  British  dragoons, 
and  retreated  across  the  ford.  At  this^ moment  three  cannon  were 
'brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  the  broad  river  was  discoloured  with 
blood. 

f  Although  the  enemy  were  indeed  frustrated  in  their  attacks  up  to 
this  period,  yet  a  muUitude  of  severe  distresses  were  now  ^cumulating 
vpon  the  British,  whicli  the  prudence  of  their  leader  could  not  avert. 
Deluges  of  cold  rain  fell,  chilling  and  drenching  the  soldiers^  who 
were  wading  in  bad  roads,  deep  with  mud.  It  was  often  difficult  to 
j)rocure  shelter  when  they  halted:  or  fuel  to  dry  their  clothes,  or  to 
dress  their  food.  The  provisions  were  often  scanty,  and  irregu],^rly 
procured ;  for  the  baggage,  magazines,  and  stores,  were  transported  on 
carts,  drawn  chiefly  by  Spanish  mules  and  bullocks^  but  the  driversi, 
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pleasant  task  to  enter  -much  further  into  this  unfor- 
tunate series  of  halting  and  retreating,  particularly 
as  it  lite  been  so  accurately  detail^sd  in  Mr.  Moore's 
narrative  of  the  campaign,*  In  fact,  in  the  early 
part  of  January  ]  809,  thfi  enemy  pressed  on  so  hard ' 
that  the  rear-guard  was  almost  always  engaged,  and 
in  such  circumstances  it  was  impossible  to  suffer  any 
thing  to  retard  the  march  of  the  column  ;  of  course 
whatever  copld  not  keep  up  was'destroyed.f    We 

are 


terrified  by  the  approach  and  attacks  of  the  French  cavalry,  often  ran 
away  in  the  night  time,  leaving  their  waggons|;  persuaded  that  if  they 
fel)  into  the  hands  of  the  French  they  would  be  massacred.  The  bul- 
locks and  mules  unfortunately  could  not  be  made  to  move,  except  by 
the  native  drivers;  so  that  provisions  and  stpres  were  often  obliged  to 
be  destroyed  ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  sick  and  wounded  were 
necessarily  left  behind  I 

*  To  the  valuable  lives  lost  in  this  retreat,  though  not  by  the  sword 
of  the  enemy,  we  may  add  that  of  General  Anstruther,  eldest  son  of 
Sir  Robert,  whose  services  were  always  of  the  most  brilliant  kind. 
He  could  write  too  as  well  as  he  fought ;  and  the  dispatches  which  he 
wrote  in  the  autumn  of  1796,  i»hen  with  the  Austrian  army,  giving  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  the  Archduke  Charle«,  arc  perfect  models 
of  military  cpmposition.  In  Holland  and  in  Egypt  his  conduct  was 
highly  meritorious ;  and  at  the  men^orable  battle  of  Vimiera,  when  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesley  sent  one  of  his  aids«du-camp  to  say  that  a  corps,  not 
then  warmly  engaged,  should  be  sent  to  his  assistance;  he  coolly  re- 
plied, ^'  Sir,  I  want  no  assistance.  I  am  beating  the  French,  and  am 
able  to  beat  them  whenever  I  meet  them." 

With  Sir  John  Moore  he  commanded  the  reserve ;  and  the  fatigue 
and  anxiety  to  which  he  m^  exposed  were  so  incessant,  and  so  great 
in  the  extreme,  sleeping  cdnstantly  in  the  open  air,>  and  undergoing 
every  fatigue  and  privation  of  the  lowest  soldier,  that  his  constitution 
sunk  under  it,  and  he  expired  through  an  unconquerable  zeal  for  the 
service.  He  was  buried  in  one  of  the  bastions  of  the  citadel  gate  of 
Corunna,  which  overlooks  the  sea,  where  some  future  military  pilgrim 
in  days  of  peace  may  sigh  over  his  grave, 

f  There  verc  even  two  carts  with  dollars,  to  theamount  of  five  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  which  fell  behind.  This  money  had  been 
brought  forward  from  Corunna,  with  Sir  David  Baird's  corps,  and  was 
under  the  charge  of  the  Paymaster-Generars  department.  The  meantf 
provided  for  its  conveyance  were  insufficient ;  for  the  carts  were  drawn 
by  tardy  bullocks,  who  were  quite  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  a)uld 
not  be  got  on.    After  every  effort  was  in  vain,  the  casks  were  at  leneth 
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are  soiTy  to  say  that  Sir  John  Moore's  general  order» 
bespeak  a  system  of  insobordination  which  we  scarcely 
thought  possible  in  a  Btttish  artny  under  any  cifcnm^ 
i$tances ;  but  we  forbear  all  conntfient  :  not  will'  We 
drsturb  the  ashes  of  the  gallant  dead!^ 

From  day  to  day  the  gallant  safF(6ringfif  arid  the  sam'ib 
circumstances  occurred,  until  the  arrival  of  the  'aiftny' 
before  Corunna,  after  traversing  250  miles  bf  country, 
through  mountains,  defiles,' and  rivers,  and  constantly 
in  contact  with  a  superior  pursuing  enemy :  but  though 
often  engaged,  even  their  rear-guard  was  never  beat- 
en, nor  thrown  into  confusion,  but  was  victorious  in 
every  encounter. 

Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  embarkation 
from  Coruuna,t  in  preference  to  Vigo  ;  but  it  was 

soon 


rolierl  down-  a  precipice  on  the  side  of  the  road^  and  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  French -passed  the  place  in  five  minutes  afterwards. ,  It 
-was  afterwards  learnt,  that  this  money  was  found  hy  €Qinp  Spanish 
peasants. 

*  During  the  whole  of  this  unhappy  business,  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards  was  generally  Inhospitable  ;  and,  on;  finding  the  advance  was 
given  up,  they  became  hostile.  Much  allowance,  however,  must  be 
made.  It  was  unfortunate  that  from  the  offensive  conduct  of  some 
few  of  the  British  troops  the  whole  army  suffered ;  but  yet  the  unani*  - 
jnous  sentiment  of  antipathy,  and  the  general  disgust  that  was  felt  and 
expressed  by  the  army,  must  undoubtedly  have  become  so  generaJ 
from  the  selfish,  and  in  many  instances,  inhuman  conduct  of  the  Sp^ 
niards  themselves.  On  many  occasions,  fearful  of.  bein^  obliged  to  re* 
ceive  the  wet,  hungry,  and  wearied  soldiers  after  a  toilsome  uiarci^ 
they  shut  up  their  windows,  and  barred  their  doors  ;  nor  would  th^y 
rej>Jy  to  the  intreaties  of  the  poor  fellows  for  shelter,  until  they  were 
forced,  wit^  their  musquets  to  break  th&doprs  open* 

•f  the  town  of  Corunna  is  strengthened  by  .batteries^  and  guos 
mounted  at  all  points ;  the  citadel  is  strongly  fortified,  as,  indeed,  ii 
the'town ;  but  both  are  commanded  by  a  hill  within.a  ^on  distance,  so 
that  for  Sir  John  Moore  to  have  stood  a  charge.  wQu\d  have  been  impos- 
sible. The  citadel  forms  a  small  town,  and  contains  the  houses  of  the 
people  of  distinction,  and  one  or  two  convents.  It  is  composed  of  very 
narrow  sLreetSj,  paved  with  rough  flag  stones ;  .the  houses  ure  very  large,  I 
but  the  grpund  fl  jors  are  used  entirely  for  officers;  4bere  is  little  ap- 
pearaocs  of  com/brt  within  the  houses,  npt  even  the  sociable  sight  of 

a  blazing 
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SOW;  ^miw^xed  that  tito  French  acniy  ii^onU  not  pei- 
mit  i|  W  take  flnw  wUhi^at  an  atlack>  in  bo^pea  of  fbl- 
fUUagf.  Uieir  bciast  ef  diriving  th«  Kn^lisht  iato  tke 
sea*        ■  •    . 

About  one  in.  the  afteirnoaa  oS  the,  }6th  of  Jasaary 
Uie  oneppiy^  who  bad  on  tlio  moriiing  ree^ved  reio- 
liarcMientSt  and  who  bad  placed  sooaie  guns  in  froot 
of  the  right,  ami  left  of  his  line^  was  ohaeeved  to  be 
moving- troAp$  towards  kw  left  flank,,  aiui  fpnaini^ 
.*v»afi€tt8.colaaiaa  of  attack  aA  thai  extremity  of  the 
Atpong  aad  comHMttiding  postt^ion,  ^bich,  oti  the  morn^ 
iag  of  the'  lQith»  he  had  takea  ia  the  immediate  front 
of  the  British  army^ 

This  kidication  of  hia  intentioB  was  iniunediately 
succeeded  by  a  rapid  and  determined  attack  opQH 
Sir  David  Baird's  division,  wbiefa  occupied  the  right 
of  the  British.  This  first  effort  of  the  enemy  was  met 
by  Sir  John  Moore,  and  by  Siiii  David  Bailed,  at  the 
bead  of  the  42d  regiment,  aad  the  brigade  under  Mat- 
jor-<Genera}  Lord  William  Beotinek, . 
\  .The  viUage  on  the  right  now  beo»me  an  ohjeet  of 
most  obstinate  contest ;  Sir  David  Baird  k&p^  ra- 
oeived  a  severe  wound  which  deprived  the  army  of  his 
Mrvfoes ;  and  sooa  after  Lieatenaqt-Oeoeral  Sir  John 
M^ore,  who  bad  jnst  direeted  the  most  able  disposi^ 
tion,  fell  by  a  cannon  shot. 

.  The  tvoopa,  though  nofe  nnaeqnaiated  with  the  ir*' 
repanlhle  loss  they  had  just  sostained,  were  not  d|i* 
may^:  but  by  the  most  determined  brav^y;  no^ 
only  repelled  every  attempt  pf  the  aiemy  to  gaiai 
ground,  but  actually  forced  him  toretke,  although 
be  had  brong^  up  frejah  troops  in  iin^nort  of  those  ac- 
tually engaged. 

.    The  enemy  finding  himself  foiled  in  every  attempt 
;  1«.  2  1-  to 


r 

a  Wkzkig  fire;  and  aHhough  the  veatber,  whilst  tbft  British  troop» 
^were  in  llii»  part  of  thexoiuitry,  vould  have  adnoittcd  af  lOQie  acDiAeiMi 
keat;  ^j^^,  ^Cwr  aJUi  tb9V  $vifffri9f9i  thin  wag  a  (i9^Qi^  wti^  tb^ 
jfoald  not  enjoy. 
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to  force  the  right  of  the  British  position ,  endeavoured 
by  superior  numbers  to  turn  it;  but  a  judicious  and 
Mrell*timed  movement,  which  v^as  made  by  Major** 
General  Paget,  with  the  reserve,  which  corps  had 
moved  out  of  Hs  cantoiiments  to  support  the  right  of 
the  army,  accompanied  by  a  vigorous  attack,  defeat- 
ed this  intention.  The  Major-Greneral  having  pushed 
forward  a  rifle  corps,  the  05th  and  the  first  battalion 
of  the  52d  regiment  drove  the  enemy  before  him ;  and-, 
in  his  rapid  and  judicious  advance,  threatened  the  left 
of  his  position ;  which  circumstance,  with  the  position 
of  Lieotenant-General  Fraser's  division,  (calculated 
to  g:ive  still  farther  security  to  the  right  of  the  line,) 
inJuced  the  enemy  to  relax  their  efforts  in  that 
quarter. 

These  efibrts,  however,  were  but  the  more  forcibly 
directed  towards,  the  centre :  were  they  were  ag^in 
successfully  resisted  by  the  brigade  uncler  Major-Ge- 
neral Manningham,  forming  the  left  of  Sir  David 
Baird's  division,  and  a  part  of  that  under  Major*6e- 
neral  Leith,  forming  the  right  of  the  division  under 
Lieutenant-General  Hope. 

Upon  the  left,  the  enemy  at  first  contented  himself 
with  an  attack  upon  the  British  picquets,  which, 
however,  in  general  maintained  their  ground.  Find- 
ing his  efforts  thus  unavailing  upon  their  right  and 
centre,  he  now  seemed  determined  to  make  the  attack 
upk>n  the  left  more  serious,,  and  had  succeeded  in 
gaining  possession  of  a  village  through  which  the 
great  road  to  Madrid  passes,  and  which  was  situated 
in  front  of  this  part  of  the  lin^. 

From  this  post,  however,  he  was  soon  expelled, 
with  considerable  loss,  by  a  gallant  attack  of  some 
companies  of  the  -2d  battalion  of  the  14tb,  und^ 
Lieutenant'Colonel  Nichols ;  so  that,  before  five^  in 
Jthe  evening,  the  British  had  not  only  successfully  re- 
pejled  every  attack  made  upon  that  position,  hut  had 
gained  ground  in  almost  all  points,  and  had  occupied 
a  more  forward  line  than  at  the  commencement  of 

the 
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Anecdotes  of  the  battle. 


theactioD»  whilst  the  enemy  confined' his. qperatipifs 
to  acanQonade^  and  the  fireof  hi$  light  troops,  with 
a  view  to  draw  off  his  other  corps.  At  six,  the  firing 
entirely  eeased.  The  different  brfgades  were  re-as- 
seooibled  on  the  ground  they  occupied  in  the  morning, 
and  the  picquets  and  advanced  posts  resumed  their 
original  stations. 

Notwithstanding  the  decided  and  marked  superio* 
rity  which  at  this  moment  the  gallantry  of  the  troops 
had  given  them  jover  the  enemy,  who  from  his*  num- 
bers and  the  commanfltng  advantages  of  his  position 
no  doabt  expected  aa  easy  victory,  General  H^pe,  ou 
reviewing  all  circumstances,  did  not  conceive  that  he 
should  be  warranted,  in  departing  from  what  he  knew 
was  the  fixed  and  previous  determination  of  th^  late 
gallant  Commander-in-Chief,  to  withdraw  the  army 
in  the  evening  of  the  lt5th  for  embarkation,  the  pre- 
▼ions  arrangements  for  which  had  already  been  made 
by  bis  orders,  and  even  in  fact  far  advanced  at  the 
pommencement  of  the  action.^ 

«l.2       .  Orders. 

"t  '■■■.,, 

*  Tlie  personal  exertions  of  the  gallant  Moore  himself  deserve  due 
notice.  -When  the  French  artiilery  plunged  from  the  heights,  and  the 
two  hostile  lines  of  infantry  mutually  advanced^  beneath  a  shower  of- 
balls;  yet  for  some  time  they  were  still  separated  from  each  other  by 
stone  walls  and  hedges/  which  intersected  the  ground.  As  they  closed^ 
it  was  perceive  that  the  French  line  extended  beyond  the  right  flank 
of  the  British  ;  and  a  body   of  the  enemy  were  observed  moving  up 
the  valley  to  turn  it.     An  order  was  instantly  given,  and  the  half  of 
the  4th  regiment,  whiph  formed  this  flank,  fell  back,  refusing  their, 
right,  and  making  anr obtuse  angle  with  the  other  half.     In  this  posi-. 
tjon  they   comn^enced  a  heavy   flanking  fire ;  and   Sir  John  Moore, 
watching  the  manucevre,  called  out  to  them,  that  was  exactly  wi)$it  he 
wanted  to  be  done. 

He  then  rode  up  to  the  50th  regiment,  commanded  by  Majors  Na-> 
piers  and  Stanhope ;  who  got  ovep  an  inclosure  in  their  front,  and  charge 
ed  most  gallantly,  The  general,  ever  an  admirer  of  valour,  exclaimed^ 
"  Well  done  the  fiftieth!  well  done  my  Majors!"— using  this  expres-* 
sion  In  allusion  Xq  his  having  recommended  them  both  to  the  rank  they 
held,  entertaining  in  particular  a  sincere  friendship  for  the  honourable 
Major  Stanhope,  second  son  of  Earl  Stanhope,  and  nephew  to  the  late 
Jiffr.  Pitt.    This  gallant  regimept,  so  bravely  led,  soon  drove  the  ene- 
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Orders  were,  thercrfbrc,  giv^n  for  the  ttoopi^  to  quit 
their  position  about  ten  at  bight,  whrdi  was  'dotie 

with 


■ly  oot  of  the  Ttllage  of  Elniw^  with  •great  olatiglrttr ;  iiut  in  Idle  -coot 
f  let.  Major  Napier,  advancing  too  far,  was  wounded  and  tafken  prisoner, 
and  Major  Stanhope  unfortunately  received  a  mortal  wound.* 

Sir  John  now  proceeded  to  the  4^d,  addressing  them  in  these  wbrds: 
**  Highlanders,  remember  Egypt  (^  ^hey  rushed  on,  driving  ikk 
French  before  them,  tiH  they  were  ito|iped  by  a  wall.  Sir  John  ac* 
companied  them  in  the  charge,  and  told  the  soldiers  that  he  was  well 
pleased  with  their  conduct,  He  then  sent  Captain  iJar^inge  to  order 
Bp  a  battalion  of  guards  to  the  lett  flank  Of  the  tit^hlancters  ;  Optoh 
which  the  officer  com maiMIIng  tbe  light  company  >cotoee1tl^  thai,  as 
their  emmamtion  was  nearly  expended,  thty  were  to  be  veliered  by  the 
guards,  »nd  began  to  fall  back;  but  Sir  John,  discovenng  the  mis- 
take,  said  to  them,  *^  My  brave  4$d,  join  your  comracles,  ammunition 
is  coming,  and  you  ha^c  your  bayonets."  They  Instantly  obeyed,  tnd 
aU  moved  forward. 

Captain  Bardibge  oOw  returned  t^  report  ikaft  i4be  ipiarde  wereed- 
vancing.  While  he  was  speaking,  and  pointing  out  the  situation  of 
fhe  ba(fation,  a  hot  fire  was  kept  up,  and  the  enemy^i  arlillery  playeil 
incessantly  on  the  spot.  Sir  John  Moore  was  too  ton^piouoos.  A  can* 
Bon  baM  struck  his  ted  shoolder,  and -beat  him  to  the  ground. 

He  raised  himself,  and  sat  up  with  an  unaltered  countenance,  look- 
ing intently  at  the  Highlanders,  who  were  warmly  engaged.  Captain 
H>a^dinge'ti)rew  himself  from  his  horse,  and  took  him  by  the  band  ; 
t4ien,  Observing  bh  afn^ciety,  he  (old  him  th^  4S^  were  «dvaoeitag ; 
tipon  wMch  his  iMunteimnce  inlmedmfely  brrghti^ned.  His  friend 
Cotonel  Crfaham  now  dismotfnteid  (b  assist  him  ;  and,  ft'om  n  com* 
pOsure  of  his  ^featak^,  entertained  hopes  that  he  was  not  eren  ^K)(ind«* 
ed;  but,  ob^rvinglhe  horrid  la^eraltion,  and  effusion  of  btood,  hetode 
off 'foY  %Urgieobi^« 

The  Greneralwas  now  carried  from  the  field  of  battte,  in  a  blarlk^t, 
by  a  Serjeant  of  the  42d  and  some  soldiers.  On  bis  way,  knowing  oiT 
3ir  David  Bhird  being  wounded,  he  ordered  Captaita  Hardingeto  re«' 
port  hb  own  wound  to  General  Hope,  who  then  ussumed  the  con?- 
manfd. 

The 

*  After  (he  baitle,  Major  Stanhope  was  buried  by  his  brotber  at  the 
entrance  of  that  post,  where  he  had  bivouacked  the  night  preceding 
the  action  ;  and  as  the  surviving  add  disconsolate  brother  was  leaning 
forward  from  his  horse,  taking  a  last  sad  and  silent  lOok  at  his  beloved 
remains,  the  grave  being  then  just  filling  up,  a  ride  shot  from  th6 
French  advanced  posts  penetrated  his  cloak,  which  was  strapped  be- 
fore him,  and  strnck  him  on  the  side.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  cireum* 
stance  of  the  cloak  breaking  the  force  of  the  ball,  be  would  have  fallen 
into  his  brother's  grave*  ^ 
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trith  a  degree  of  order  tncrch  to  iKeir  eredSt.    Tlife 
Whole  of  the  artillery  that  retnamed  imenibarked 

haTh»j[* 

"  — • — * — ' 

The  tidings  of  this  unfortmifite  disaster  were  carried  to  Sir  DaviQ 
Baird,  when  the.  surgeons  were  dressing  his  shattered  arm.  H^  m* 
stantly  commaiided  them  to  desist,  and  to  run  «o  attend  >Sitr  John 
Moore;  but,  when  they  arrived  and  offered  their  assistance,  heicool^ 
sand,  "  You  can  be  of  no  service  to  mfi,  go  to  the  soldiers  to  whom  you 
may  be  useful.'* 

As  the  soldiers  were  carrying  him  slowly -along,  -he  made  them  turn 
him  tound  frequently,  to  ^view  the  field  of  battle,  and  to  listen  to  iht 
£fii}g,  ai»d  was  well  .pteaseil  when  the  sound  :gr&w  fainter.  At  this  pe^ 
riod  a  sj»rii)g  waggon,  tearing  Cotooel  Wynch  wounded  from  the  bat- 
tie,  bame  up.  TheCoioiiel  asked,  *' Who  was  in  the  biaobet?"  and 
beiog  told  it  was  Sir  John  Moore,  be  wished  him  to  be  placed  in  the 
<waggon ;  liot  the  general  asking  one  of  the  Highlanders  whether  he 
thought  the.  waggon  or  the  blanket  l)est,  the  honest  ^fellow  answered 
that  the  blanket  would  not  shake  him  so  much,  as  be  ^nd  the  otbec 
soidiei^  coold  'keep  the  step  and  carry  him  eMy*  Sir  John  said,  *"  I 
Hunk'Scrtoo ;  and  thus  they  proceeded  with  him  to  his  lodgings,  <lhi; 
soldiers  shedding 'tea«9  »  they  went.  In  •oarryinghim  thropgh  the 
passage  «f  the  house,  he  saw  his  faithful  servaint  Francois,  who  was 
stuiimd  at  the  spectacle ;  but  Sir  John  said  |o  him»  smilir^,  ''  ^J 
friend,  this  is  nothing." 

Ther^mtfiningineidentsof'hisgaHant  life  Mre  may  draw  from  a  sketch 
wtrk^etiifrom  his  mo^t  vntimate  friend  Colonel  Anderson,  whodjrew  a|» 
ai)  ^a^cbutlt  on  the  following  iiforning,  sfealin^^- 

^(I  lii^t'tbe  General  iiitheevtning^ofthe  l<6lill,fbri!i|gilig<in  ai/lniikcit 
and  sashed.  ^He  !koew  me  immediatety^  though  it  was  almost  da rk;^ 
squeezed  me  by  the  hand^  and  said,  Anderson  don't  leave  mCi  >Hesok^ 
to  l^e  surgeoYi^on  their  exam hifB:g  Ins  woond ;  but  was  Ux  i^uch-pain, 
he  could  Say  but  little. 

*•'  After  some  tiihn/e  htp^eitm^d  very  afn^imts  to  apeak  to  me,  .^n<J  -at  Jnr 
fens^  get  but  as  foUoWs.  Antknsdit,  ym  knom  llHalkfwealvmy^^Bkad 
te'4k  this  tud^  /  tie  Alien  attkitd,  Ar-e  ihe-Ftench  beaten^  which  he.r^ 
peoted  to  'etefy  one  he  kn^rw,  ais-  tbey  cameim  /  hope  ike  p^opfe^qf 
£nglmd  wiH  bt  ^tttHfied  /*— /=  hope  *my  courOty  mUl  do  iw  imtioe.  i-^ 
JSlnderson^ij&uxviUseema/'JH^nds  as'soonms  pau  can^tell  tkem-}every 
ihhg^say  to  my  Mother^hef^  his  vowje  q«ite  failtedj  and  he  was  evi^ 
denlly  agitated— /fopc — Hope— -I  have  much  io  §i»y  ^him^hut^eanm 
mt  gtt  it  oUt-^-are  C^Umtl  Gtahmm-^^nd  4dt  msy  jOds^du-Camp  xvtll  f 
(hei'e  a  pm^te^ign  wa^^'ade  by  <lolonel  Anderson  not  to  inform  bUn 
<^f  Captain  Bdtrard.'sbn  Of  Sit^Hany,  oneJofhis  Aids*da-Camp>  wh^ 
tiras  Wttunded  in  theatitfeh,  and  died  two  days  afterwarcte)— /  have 
m^  ihy'xcill,  nnd  ^w  'i'ei/n)iimbettd^niy>smnnts»^ColhpTnt  >h»  fx^  ludH 
and  all  my  p^tra^       . 

•'  M^j<Jr'Colborn  then  came  into  the  room.    He  asked  the  Major,  if 

the 
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Desth  of  tht  galiaut  Moore. 

having  been  withdrawn,  the  troops  followed   in  the 
order  prescribed,  and  oiarched   to  their  respective 

Eoints  of  embarkation,  iq  the  town  and  neighbour- 
ood  of  Coronna.*  The  piccjuets  remained  at  their 
posts,  until  five  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  when 
they  were  also  withdrawn  with  similar  orders ;  and 
without  the  enemy  having  discovered  the  move* 
in^nt. 

By 


'^■ 


the  French  were  beaten— 7/f  a  ^nttrf  saiitfactitmfor  me  to  know  we  have 
beaten  the  French-^ Is  Paget  in  the  room — On  being  informed  that  ii« 
vas  not— added— //tfe/  myse{f  so  strongs  I  fear  J  sftall  be  lon^  dying 
—On  bdng  told  that  Captains  Percy  and  Stanhope,  tbird  son  of  the 
Earl,  were  in  the  room,  be  spoke  to  both -—after  some  interval,  said, 
«•  Stanhope,  remember  nie  to  your  sister  !**— he  then  pressed  Colonel 
Anderson's  hand  close  to  his  body,  and  in  a  fipw  moments  expired  with* 
out  a  struggle  !  f  t 

''  From  a  sentiment  of  veneration^"  adds  bis  brother,  *'  that  has  been 
felt  in  every  age,  the  corpse  of  a  man  vrho  has  excited  admiration  can* 
not  be  neglected  as  common  clay.  This  impression  leads  mankind 
sometimes  to  treat  an  inanimate  body  with  peculiar  respect ;  and  eveq 
to  bestow  upon  it  unfdt  honours.  This  was  now  the  subject  of  delibe- 
ration among  the  military  friends  of  Sir  John  Moore,  who  had  survived 
the  engagement,  when  Colonel  Anderson  informed  them  that  be  had 
often  heard  the  general  repeatedly  declare,  that  if  he  was  killed  in 
battle,  he  wished  to  be  buried  where  he  had  fallen.  General  Hope 
and  Colonel  Graham  immediately  acceded  to  his  suggestion  ;  and  it 
was  determined,  that  the  body  should  be  interred  in  the  rampart  of  the 
citadel  of  ^orunna. 

**  At  twelve  at  night,  his  remains  were  accordingly  carried  to  the  spot, 
by  Colonel  Graham,  Major  Colborne,  and  his  aids-du  camp,  and  de^ 
posited,  until  a  grave  was  dug  by  apaity  of  the  9th  regiment.  Ko 
cofBn  could  be  procured,  and  the  body^  which  was  not  undressed,  waa 
wrapt  up  by  bis  sorrowful  friends,  in  a  military  ^loak  and  blankets* 
Towards  eight  in  the  morning  some  firing  wa$  heard,  when.  Jest  ^  aeri<; 
ous  attack  should  be  made,  and  prevent  the  last  duties  b^ing  performed, 
the  officers  of  his  family  bore  the  body  to  the  graye,  the  funeral  service, 
was  read  by  the  chaplain,  and  the  gallant  remains  laid  in  its  cold,  and 
silent,  yet  honourable  bed  V 

*  Of  the  oiSSceis  who  lost  their  lives  in  consequence  of  this  iinfortu- 
nate  campaign,  we  mustnot-omitliieMtepant-CoIpnel  Michael  Sym^,, 
of  the  711th  foot,  who  died  on  board  the  ^tary  tran^port^  iqi  his  pasr 
sag6  from  Corunna,  not  so  muob  frono,  bis  wounds,  as  in  consequence 
ot  extraordinary  fatigue  and  exertion.  .  He  w^s  pne  whose  civil  an(f 
inijltary  virtues  and  accomplishments  were  equally  the  objects  of 
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By  tbe  unremitted  exertions  of  the  navy,  and  in 
consequence  pf  the  judicious  arraqgements  made  by 
tbe  officers  directing  the  transport  service,  the  whole 
were  embarked  with  a  degree  of  expedition  which 
has  seldom  been  equalled;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  the  brigades  under  MajoNGenerals  Hill  and  Beres- 
ford,  which  were  de/stined  to  remain  on  shore,  until 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  become  manifest, 
the  whole  was  afloat  before  day^igtit.  The  brigade 
of  Major- General  Beresford,  which  was  alternately 
to  form  the  rearguard,  occupied  the  land  front  of 
tbe  town  of  Corunna :  that  under  Major*G«neral  Hill 
was  stationed  in  reserve,  in  the  promontory  in  rtfar 
of  the  town;  The  French  pushed  their  light  troops 
towards  the  town  soon  after  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  17th;  and  shortly  after  occupied  the 
heights  of  St.  Xiucia,  which  command  ^he  harbour; 
but  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  and  the  mani« 
fold  defects  of  the  plaice,  there  being  no  apprehens^oa 
that  the  rear-guard  would  be  forced,  and  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  Spaniards  appearing  to  be  good,  the  em-* 
barkatiqn  of  M  ajor-General  Hms  brigade  was  com- 
menced, and  completed  by  three  o'clock  in  the  after« 
noon. 

Major-General  Beresford,  with  that  zeal  and  acti- 
vity so  well  known  to  be  his,  having  fully  explained, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Spanish  Governor,  the  na- 
ture 


admiration.    He  possessed  the  highest  capacity  fof  scieDce,  with  the 
niQst  shiniog  talents  for  action ;  and  was  not  less  endowed  with  the 
amiable  qualities  which  embellish  priva(;e  life.    He  was  twice  ambas-.^ 
sador  to  the  court  of  Ava,  in  India;  and  published  an  interesting  ac* 
.count  of  his  first  embassy,  which  gained  him  distinguished  reputation 
as  a  diplomatic  and   literary  character.     As  a  military  man,  he  was 
Dot  less  eminent;  and,  as  a  husband,  a  parent,  and  a  friend,  he  ^:as' 
affectionately  beloved,  and  deeply  lamented.    The  general  impression 
for  his  loss  was  such,  that  when  his  body  was  brought  home> for  inter* 
nent,  on  it  way  from  Portsmouth  to  Rochester,  the  funeral  procession 
was  joined  by  along  train  of  relatives  and  friends!  and  the  church- 
and  church-yard  crowded  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Chathain. 
Garrison. 
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ture  of  our  Movdineot ;  and,  having  made  ev^ry  pre- 
vious srvtKgeinent,  withdraw  \m.  oorpt  fnow  the  land 
ibonfr  of  the  town  somi  alitor  dark,  and  was»  with  all 
the  woaadisd  thai  had  not  been  previeiwly  mor^d,  em- 
barked befeve  ane  in*  the  mornings. 

General  Hope  in  his  poUic  dispatebei^  very  justly 
ebMTV'edy  that  eircoiiKStances  forbade  the  iodvrigaoee 
of  the  hope  that  the  victory  (for  suoh  it  ondoubtedty 
wm)  witn  which  it  had  pleased  Frovideace  to  crown 
the  efiartsof  the  army,  could  be  attended  with  any 
very  brilliant  consequences  to  Grreait  Britain,  incked, 
iadepenifottt  of  its  being  followed  so  speedily,  and  alsQ 
necessarily,  by  an  embarkatioo,  it  was  clondedf  by  the 
loss  of  one  of  her  Ijest  sotdiers.  It  had  been  achieved 
at  the  termination  of  a  long  and  harassmg  service.  The 
superior  numbers,  and  advaii4Migeou»  position,  of  the 
enemy,  not  less  than  the  actual  siftoatioa  of  the  army, 
did'  not  admit  of  any  advantage  being  reaped  from  it; 
but  still  the  gallant  Hope  cemforteid  himself  with  the 
reflection,  that  it  must  be  gratofiilip  an  admirifig 
econtry,  that  the  lustre  of  the  British  afms  had  been 
maintained  amidst  such  disadvantageous  ei ream- 
stances^  for  the  army  which  bad  entered  Spain, 
amidst  the  fairest  prospects,  had  no  sooner  completed 
its  junction,  than  owing  to  the  muHrplied  ^(asters 
that  dispersed  the  patriotic  arroietr  around,  it  was 
left  to  its.  own  resources.  Indeed  the  advance  of  the 
British  corps  from  the  Douro  afforded  the  best  hope 
that  the  south  of  Spain  might  be  relieved ;  but  tois 
generous  efiEbrt  to  save  the  unfortunate  people  also, 
afibrded  the  enemy  the  opportunity  of  directing  the 
effort  of  his  numerous  troops,  and  concentrating  all 
bis  principal  resources,  for  the  destruction  of  the  only 
regular  force  in  the  north  of  Spain.  The  diligence 
with  wbieh  this  system  had  been  pursued  had  pro- 
duced the  necessity  of  rapid  and  harassing  inarches,, 
^hich  had  diminished  tne  numbers,  exBausted  the 
strength,  and  impaired  the  equipment,  of  the  Britidi 
army ;  notwithrtandiiig  all  which  disadvantages,  and 
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those  more  immediately  attached  to  a  defensive  posi- 
tion, which  the  imperious  necessity  of  covering  the 
harbour  of  Coranna  for  a  time  had  rendered  indis- 
pensabl^  to  assume ;  yet  the  native  and  undannted 
valour  of  British  troops  was  never  more  conspicuous 
than  on  this  occasion. 

The  returns  of  the  British  killed  and  wounded  did 
not  exceed  from  seven  to  eight  hundred  ;  that  of 
the  enemy  there  is  reason  to  believe,  was  nearly 
double. 

Of  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  regretted  Sir  John 
Moore,  we  may  say,  in  the  words  of  the  gallant  nar- 
rator of  this  event,  that  this  fall  will  long  remain  a 
subject  of  regret  to  every  one  whd  loves  or  respects 
his  manly  character ;  though  it  may  be  matter  of 
some  small  alleviation,  that  after  conducting  the  army 
through  an  arduous  retreat,  with  consummate  firm- 
ness, he  thus  terminated  a  career  of  distinguished 
honour,  by  a  death  that  has  given  the  enemy  ad« 
ditional  reason  to  respect  the  name  of  a  British 
soldier.  Like  the  immortal  Wolfe,  he  was  snatched 
from  his  country,  at  an  early  period  of  life  spent  in 
her  service  ;  like  Wolfe,  his  last  moments  were  gild- 
ed by  the  prospect  of  victory,  and  cheered  by  the  ' 
j^outs  of  his  conquering  companions ;  like  Wolfe,  also 
his  memory  will  doubtless  ever  remain  sacred  in  that 
country,  which  he  sincerely  loved,  and  which  he  had 
so  faithfully  served.  jj 

We  may  here  add  that  Sir  David  Baird  lost  an  arm 
in  this  business  ;  that  the  ships  of  war  received  all 
such  of  the  wounded  as  they  could  accommodate,  apd 
that  the  remainder  were  sent  to  the  hospital,  and 
other  transports.  The  weather  being  tempestuous, 
the  difficulties  of  embarkation  were  great :  and  the 
enemy  having  brought  cannon  to  a  hill  overhanging 
the  beach,  before  the  embarkation  of  the  rear-guard 
was  completed,  a  tinajority  of  the  transports  were 
forced  to  cut  or  slip ;  in  consequence,  the  embarkation 
being  no  longer  practicable  at  the  town,  it  Vf^as  com. 

12.  2  m;  pleted 
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pleted  at  a  sandy  beach  outside,  when  the  whole  were 
brought  off  and  proceeded  for  England.^ 

We  now  proceed  to  investigate  the  occurrences 
connected  with  the  subject  of  our  biography,  after  his 
arrival  in  England ;  and  the  close  of  the  proceedings 
to  the  Cintra  Convention. 

On  the  25th  of  Janiiary,  the  House  of  Commons 
having  proceeded  to  confer  thanks  on  the  officers  who 
survived  the  battle  of  Corunna,  and  to  vote  a  nionument 
in  St.  PauFs  to  the  gallant  Moore,  Lord  Castlereagh 
then  called  on  the  House  to  confer  the  same  honour  of 
thanks  on  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  the  conquerors 
of  Vimiera.  The  noble  lord,  after  expatiating  upon 
the  services  of  this  distinguished  officer,  and  the  bra* 
very  of  his  followers^  alluded  to  the  superior  numbers 
of  the  enemy  engaged  upon  this  occasion ;  and  con- 
eluded  with  expressing  his  opinion,  that  the  thanks  of 
that  House  had  never  been  called  for  by  more  trans* 
cendent  merit.  To  this,  Mr.  \¥hitbread  moved  an 
amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  name 
of  Sir  Harry  Burrard  ;  but,  finding  the  sense  of  the 
House  decidedly  against  him,  withdrew  his  amend* 
ment ;  and  the  original  notice  was  carried,  with  only 
one  dissenting  voice ;  to  which  were  added,  thanks  to 
the  various  officers,  as  well  as  to  the  non-commission* 
I  ed  officers,  and  privates. 

On  a  subsequent  motion  in  Parliament,  respecting 
the  campaign  in  Portugal,  Sir  Arthur  explained  his 

views, 
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*  But  the  sufferings  of  the  army  were  not  completed  on  thefr  embark- 
ation ;  for  on  the  passage  home  many  valuable  lives  were  lost  on  board 
the  Dispatch  transport ;  amongst  whoni  were,  the  Honourable  Major 
Cavendish  (second  son  of  Lord  George  Cavendish,  and  nephew  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire,)  whose  hody  was  since  found  at  Fal- 
mouth ;  Captain  Duckenfield,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Nathaniel ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant the  Honourable  E.  Waldegrave,  second  brother  of  the  Earl. 
Besides  those  three  officers,  the  Dispatch  had  on  board  seventy- two 
men,  and  thirty*six  horses,  all  of  the  7th  Dragoons.  Every  soul  oa 
)ioard  perished,  excepting  seven  Dragoons.  Besides  thesp  there  were 
other  eight  non-commissioned  officersi  sixty  privatjes^  four  wpmeOj  and 
thirty-two  borses^  who  also  perished.  -         - 
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views,  and  motives  of  action,  throughout  the  ivhoie 
expedition  ;  which  were  to  engage  the  enemy  as  near 
to  Lisbon  as  possible,  and  to  have  followed  up  his 
advantage,  exactly  as  he  had  proposed  to  Sir  Harry 
Bnrrard  and  to  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  ;  and  he  again 
added,  that  if  the  enemy  had  been  vigorously  follow- 
pd,  after  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  there  would  have  been 
no  reason  for  concluding  a  convention. 

Sir  Arthur  on  his  return  had  immediately  resumed 
his  parliamentary  duties,  as  well  as  his  official  ones, 
in  the  exerci^  of  the  latter  of  which,  on  the  6th  of 
February,  he  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  two  bills ;  ouie 
to  enable  the  Bishopsof  Ireland  and  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces  in  that  country  to  frank  letters  ;  and  the 
other  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  various  laws  re* 
lating  to  the  Irish  militia. 

After  this  Mr.  Whitbread,  at  some  length,  made  a 
promised  motion  respecting  the  Chief  Secretaryship 
of  Ireland  being  held  by  Sir  Arthur  during  his  military 
abseuce ;  and  concluded  by  moving  <<  that  the  office 
of  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  an  effective  office  of 
the  highest  responsibility,  which  cannot  be  held  by  any 
person  absent  from  the  realm  ;  and  that  the  emolu*- 
ments  of  that  office  ought  not  be  enjoyed  by  any 
person  who  is  rendered  unable  by  his  situation  to  per^ 
forin  the  duties  thereof." 

To  this  Sir  Arthur  WeUesky  answered,  that  when 
first  he  was  appointed  to  the  Secretaryship,  it  was 
with  the  clear  understanding  that  his  acceptance  of 
that  ^tuation  should  nd  preclude  bim  from  assuming 
•any  subsequent  military  command.  Under  this  im*- 
presJHOQ,  he  had  gone  to  Zealand,  and  afterivards  to 
Portugal :  and  in  both  cases,  having*  found  the  office 
▼acjint  on  his  return,  he  had  resumed  the  functions  of 
44.  But,  in  both  cases,  he  had  relinquished  all  claim  to 
a  continuance  in  it  upon  his  quitting  the  country,  so 
that  he  should  have  had  no  reason  to  complain,  had 
he  foimd  it  occupied  by  another/   That  it  was  not  so» 

2a(i2  .  wan 
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wa^  attributed  to  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the 
government  of  Ireland,  who  had  very  kindly  express- 
ed his  wish  still  to  avail  himself  of  his  (Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley's)  services. 

After  some  observations,  Lord  Castlereag'h  moved 
the  previous  question,  to  which  Mr.  Whitbread  did 
not  object, — as  he  said  his  only  object  was  to  prevent 
the  present  case  from  being  established  as  a  prece* 
dent,  which  he  thought  the  discussion  had  done* 

After  this.  Sir  Arthur  Wellerfey's  Parliamentary 
duties  have  been  suspended  ;  bat  before  we  proceed 
to  further  military  details,  it  is  proper  to  notice  that 
his  abilities  in  the  Senate  were  folly  commensurate  to 
those  in  the  field  ;  and  it  has  been  well  said  of  him, 
particularly  throughout  his  defence  of  bis  brother^ 
that  if  he  could  not  silence  his  adversaries,  he  always 
convinced  his  auditors  ;  whikt  his  mode  of  speaking 
at  once  simple,  perspicuous,  and  energetic,  was  united 
with  so  much  real  modesty  and  diffidence  of  manDcr, 
as  to  secure  him  no  small  share  of  the  favour  of  the 
House,  and  a  constant  degree  of  flattering  attention. 

It  was  during  the  short  lived  administration  of  Lords 
Orey  and  Grenville  that  he  had  come  into  Farliaaient 
for  an  Irish  Borough^  but  afterwards  sat  for  Newport 
in  Hants ;  and  it  was  in  the  succeeding  administration 
that  he  was  appointed  to  the  Chief  Secretaryship  of 
the  sister  kingdom  ;  an  office  certainly  incompatible 
with  the  active  duties  of  that  profession  which  he  had 
chosen,  and  of  which  he  had  now  proved  himself  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments;  but  then  it  must 
be  remembered  that  he  accepted  it  merely  on  condi- 
tion of  its  not  prejudicing  his  military  views  and  pur- 
tsoits:  and  that  he  performed  its  duties  seduloasl}*, 
whilst  at  home,  and  with  a  degree  of  highly  honour- 
able perseverance,  at  the  same  time  declining  all  sa- 
lary during  those,  short  periods  when  absent  irom  its 
duties. 

•     A  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  and  alliance,    be* 
tween  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Catholic  Majesty 

Ferdiuand 
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Ferdinand  the  Seventh  was  now  arranged,  by  which 
Great  Britain  guaranteed  the  succession  and  posses- 
sion of  the  Spanif^h  crown  and  empire  to  Ferdinand 
himself,  or  such  lawful  successor  as  the  Spanish  na- 
tion should  acknowledge:  whilst  the  Spanish  govem<- 
ment  engaged  never  to  cede  to  France  any  part  of 
the  territories  or  possessions  of  the  Spanish  monarebj 
in  any  part  of  the  world;  making  common  cause 
against  France,  and  not  to  make  peace  with  that 
power,  except  f)y  common  consent. 

Our  troops  in  the  Peninsula  had  now  for  some  time 
f>een  commanded  by  Sir  John  Craddock;  but  the 
British  government  having  determined  on  more  active 
operation,  it  was  thought  proper  to  entrust  the  com?- 
mand  to  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  who  immediately  pre- 
pared to  supersede  Sir  John,  that  gallant  officer^s 
services  being  required  in  another  part  of  tlie  globe^ 
where  they  might  be  equally  honourable  to  himself, 
and  equally  useful  to  his  country. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Sir  Aithnr  Wellesley  landed 
at  Lisbon  from  England,  to  resume  the  command  of 
the  united  British  and  Portuguese  armies.  He  was 
received  with  extreme  Joy  by  the  inhabitants,  and  a 
splendid  illumination  took  place.  On  the  24th  be 
set  out  to  join  the  army,  which  had  already  proceeded 
on  its  march  to  Oporto. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  intended 
that  the  army  should  march  from  Coimbra,  to  dispos- 
sess the  enemy  of  Oporto.*  In  fact  the  advanced  guard 

and 


*  Next  to  Lisbon,  Oporto  is  assuredly  the  most  considerable  a«d 
wealthy  place  in  Portugal.  It  is  the  chief  place  of  a  district,  the  seat 
of  a  Corregidor,  or  Provedor;  (being  regarded  as  a  garrison  town) 
has  also  a  military  governor  ;  it  is  also  a  bishopric. 

Its  population  was  then  about  40,000  ;  and  it  had  four  suburbs,  sevea 
parishes,  and  twelve  monasteries.  The  remains  of  the  ancient  Moorish 
walls  and  gates  may  siill  be  seen  in  many  places;  yet  the  town  is  at 
present^  pro|^rly  speaking,  an  open  place,  and  without  any  other  than 
a  temporary  defence.    The  mouth  of  the  river  is  covered  by  a  small 

fort. 
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and  the  cavalry  bad  marched  on  the  Tth,  and  the 
whole  had  halted  on  the  8th,  to  afiford  time  for  Mar« 
shal  Beresford,  with  his  cerps,  to  arrive  apoo  the 
Donro.  The  infantry  of  the  army  was  formed  into 
three  divisions  for  this^  expedition ;  of  which  two,  con- 
sisting of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Hanoverian  bri« 
gade,  and  the  brigade  of  Guards,  under  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Stuart,  Lieutenant-Generals  Paget  and  Payne, 
&c.  with  a  brigade  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Sherbrooke,  moved  by  the  high  road  from 
Coimbra  to  Oporto;  whilst  one  composed  of  Major- 
General  Hill's  brigade,  and  Brigadier-General  Came- 
ron's, with  a  brigade  of  six  pounders,  proceeded  by 
the  road  from  Coimbra  to  Aveiro,^ 

On  the  10th  in  the  morning,  before  day-light,  the 
cavalry  and  advanced  guard  crossed  the  Vouga,  with 
the  intention  to  surprise  and  cut  off  four  regiments  of 
JPrench  cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, cantoned  in  .Albergeria  Nova,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  about  eight  miles  from  that  river. 
In  this  affair,  though  not  completely  successful,  as  far 

as 
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fort  called  San  Joas  de  Foz,  near  which,  on  the  coast,  there  is  a  small 
market  town.  Besides  this  work,  to  the  northward  there  was  a  basdoD 
on  the  very  beach  ;  and  on  the  south  side,  opposite,  was  a  redoubt 
called  Santa  Calharina,  flanked  in  Its  turn,  for  defence,  by  a  few 
snoaller  batteries. 

*  The  state  of  the  coontry  roay  be  drawn  from  the  foliowiog  extract 
from  an  OlTicer's  Journal : 

**  Hitherto  nothing  had  struck  me  beyond  the  ordinary  attendants 
of  war;  but  at  Albergeria  Valha,  the  violent  animosity  which  prevails 
between  the  French  and  Portuguese  appeared  hut  too  plainly  in  the 
treatnrent  which  the  former  had  given  this  unfortunate  village.  Indeed 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  and  the  state  of  the  place  which  they  had 
just  quilted,  was  really  painful  to  think  upon.  Every  house  had  been 
broke  open,  and  every  piece  of  furniture  destroyed,  every  cask  of  wine 
which  they  could  discover  had  been  staved,  and  the  liquor  wasted. 
All  the  fowls,  pigs,  and  cattle  had  been  killed,  and  several  limbs  were 
yet  lying  in  various  quarters  of  the  streets.  Such  was  the  barbarous 
and  revengeful  acts  the  French  had  been  guilty  of  before  they  re- 
treated. 1  he  Portuguese  in  return  had  wreaked  their  vindictive  hatred 
on  the  dead  Frenchmen,  and  so  completely  had  they'd isfigu red  the 
,  inanimate  bodies,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  any  onehuman 
feature. 
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as  regarded  the  complete  surprise,  yet  the  superiority 
of  the  British  cavalry  was  evident  throughout  the 
day  ;  some  prisoners  and  cannon  of  the  detachment 
were  taken,  and  the  British  advanced  guard  took  up 
the  position  of  Oliviera. 

On  the  same  day  Major-General  Hill,  who  had 
embarked  at  Aveiro  in  the  evening  of  the  9th,  arrived 
at  Ovar,  io  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right,  and  the 
head  of  Lieutenant-General  Sherbrooke's  division 
passed  the  Vouga,  on  the  same  evening. 

On  the  IJth  the  advanced  guard  and  cavalry  con- 
tinued to  move  on  the  high  road  towards  Oporto, 
with  Major-General  HilFs  division  in  a  parallel  road, 
which  leads  from  Oporto  to  Ovar.  On  the  arrival  of 
th6  advanced  guard  at  Vendas  Novas,  between  Santo 
Redondo  and  Grijon,  they  fell  in  with  the  out-posts 
of  the  enemy's  advanced  guards,  consisting  of  about 
4000  infantry,  and  some  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
strongly  posted  on  the  heights  above  Grijon,  their 
front  being  covered  by  woods  and  broken  ground ; 
but  the  enemy's  left  flank  was  in  a  moment  most  ju- 
diciously turned  by  a  movement  well  executed  by  Ma- 
jor-General Murray,  with  Brigadier- General  Lang- 
berth's  brigade  of  the  Hanoverian  Legion ;  whilst  the 
16tb  Portuguese  regiment  of  Brigadier-General  StUf- 
art's  brigade,  attacked  their  right,  cind  the  riflemen  of 
the  93d,  and  the  flank  companies  of  the  29th,  43d,  and 
52d,  of  the  same  brigade  under  Major  Way,  attacked 
the  infantry  in  the  woods  and  village  in  their  centre. 

These  attacks  soon  obliged  the  enemy  to  give  way; 
and  the  Hon.  Brigadier-General  Stuart  immediately 
led  two  squadrons  of  the  16th  and  20th  dragoons, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Blake,  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  destroyed  many,  and  took  many  ^orisoners. 
This  success,  though  on  a  small  scale,  had  such  an 
effect  upon  the  French,  that  they  crossed  the  Douro, 
and  destroyed  the  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  11th  ; 
but  Sir  Arthur  soon  after  collected  as  many  boats 
as  could  be  brought  to  the  ferry  immediately  above 
5  the 
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the  towns  of  Oporto  and  Villa  Nova,  as  it  was  im- 

Sortant,  with  a  view  to  the  operations  of  Marshal 
teresford  that  he  should  cross  the  Donro  immediately. 
In  furtherance  of  this  operation,  he  also  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th  sent  Major-Genrral  Murray,  with  a 
lattalion  of  the  Hanoverian  Legion,  a  squadron  of 
cavalry,  and  two  six-poundcrs,  to  endeavour  to  col- 
lect hoats,  and,  if  possible,.to  cross  the  river  at  Ovin- 
tra,  about  four  miles  above  Oporto. 

The  ground  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  at  the 
ferry  immediately  above  Oporto,  and  where  Sir 
Arthur  intended  to  cross,  was  capable  of  being  pro- 
tected and  commanded  by  the  fire  of  cannon,  placed 
on  the  height  of  the  Sierra  Convent,  at  Villa  Nova,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  a  good  position  for  the  British 
troops  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  until  they 
should  be  collected  in  sufficient  numbers.  The  enemy 
took  no  notice  of  the  collecting  of  the  boats,  nor 
indeed  of  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  until  after 
the  first  battalions  (the  Buffs*)  were  landed,  and 
had  taken  np  their  position  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  General  Paget  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river. 

They  then  commanded  an  attack  upon  them,  with 
ai  large  body  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Marshal  Soult,  which  that  corps 
most  gallantly  sustained,  till  supported  successively  by 
the  48th  and  66th  regiments  belonging  to  Major-Ge- 
seral  HilFs  brigade,  and  a  Portuguese  battalion^ 
and  afterwards  by  the  first  battalion  of  detachments 

•  belonging 


*  The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  Buffs  proved  how  well  formed  was 
the  confidence  Sir  Arthur  placed  in  them ;  as  they  crossed  the  Douro, 
ID  ihe  face  of  a  n\08t  dreadful  fire  of  cannoa  and  musquetry,  in  which 
64toation,  necessarily  unsupported  by  toe  rest  of  the  army  from  the 
^amt  of  boats,  yet  they  maintained  their  groAnd  against  the  united 
efforts  of  the  French  army;  and  though  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry, 
>vere  successively  brought  against  them,  still  they  remained  victorious 
and  unbroken,  until  the  Guards  and. the  British  cavalry  coming  orot 
jput  an  cod  to  this  unequal  contest* 
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belonging  to  Brigadier-General  Richard  Stuarfs  bri-. 
12.  2  N  Lieutienant- 


*  Ao  officer^  who  was  present  upoa  tbis^  occasion^  makes  the  ^llovf • 
hig  lively  observations :  '     * 

**  Every  thing  considered,  the  passage  of  the  Doutb  is  certainly  one' 
of  the  most  brilliant  a(^hie\'enients  on  record*    The  troops  had'tnade  a^ 
forced  march  of  above  8a  miles  from  Coimbra  in  threejlay^  at^d  a,ba(f«t 
and   the  whole  of  tl^  artillery  was  got  on,  though  same,  parts  of  (b^ 
road  were  so  oxcessjvely  bad,  that  it  seemed  wonderful  how  tKe  ^unsj 
ever  got  through  them.     From  the  heat  6f  the  weather,  and  the  jgreaC 
length  of  time  which  the  titop^sage  of  the  artillery  forced  us  to  be  oof 
fhe  different  marches,  the  fa^tigues  which  the  troops  underwent  werQ 
extreme*     The  current  of  the  Douro  isi  very  rapid^  the  opposite  banks 
high  and  steep,  ip  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  we  were  ignorant  of 
his  forces  and   defences. '  There  was  no  means  of  crossitig  the  rrVer; 
except  in  such  sfmall  Portuguese '^bats  as  fhe  enthusiasm  of  the.j^eopte 
bioo^bt  to  us,  .at  th^ir  o^:q  perils  from  the  French  s|d^  of  the  river: 
and  the  troops  that  fir&t  passed  had  to  wait  till  these  boots  went  back- 
wards and  forwards,  and  successively  brought  over  the  remainder* 
Notwithstanding  such  difficulties,, Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  did  not  delay* 
one  moment  in  crossing  the  river. '  The  animation  and  bravery  of  tho 
troops setconded  his  activky  and  pi^ence^of  mind:  the  eQen}y;'8. bat«r 
teries  w^re  soon  taken,  himself  defeated  at  all  points,  a  vast  number  of 
prisoners  made ;  and,  when  the  pursuit  was  ordered  to  cease,  one  sen,** 
timent  of  regret  pervaded  all.    Ihe  bridge  over  the  Douro  bdng  de< 
stroyed,  there  was  no  means  of' getting  over  the  artillery;  and  only 
9^boat  sixty  of  the  dragoons  had  already  crossed.  Unjder  these  circum-^ 
stances.  Sir  Arshur  Wellesley  durst  not  in  prudence  pursue,  though 
we  have  since  learned  from  some  English  officers!  who  were  ^ith  thd 
French  army,  and  afterwards  made  their  escape,  that  the  confusion 
was  so  great,  and  the  troops  so  entangled  with  baggage,  &c.  that  the 
greatest  part  of  them  must  have  been  taken  prisoners,  if  we  had  con- 
tinued the  pursuit. 

«'  The  country  was  so  hostile  to  the  French,  that  they,  could  AQtget 
any  inforniation  of  our  movements  :  the  advance  from  Coimbra  was 
therefore  unexpected  ;  and  it  was  so  very  rapid,  that  they  were  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise.  .,'... 

**  Seven  hundred  sick  were  hy  thi»means  left  in  the  hospital..  Afar-t 
thai  Soult'sdia«erwa3i preparing,  and  was  actually  eattn  by  SirArtbuci 
Wellesley.  Some  of  the  captured  generals  were  taken  in  the  street^  pC 
Oporto.  Many  men  were  killed  in- (he  streets  by  the  S^dth  regimea^ 
and  General  Laborde-'s  baggage  was  taken  just  beyond  the  entrance  g| 
the  city. 

«'  The  scene  was  altogether  most  beautifjuU  and  perfeetly  unique.  Th<9 
day  ^as  very  line;  and,  the  tide  being  in,  the  liver  wa«  qqiie  full.    . 

"  Immediately 
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Lieutenant-General  Paget  was  unfortunately  wound- 
ed soon  after  the  attack  commenced^  when  the  com* 
mand  of  these  gallant  ti'oops  devolved  upon  Major- 
General  Hill ;  and,  although  the  French  made  re- 
peated attacks  upon  them,  they  made  no  impression ; 
and  at  length  Maior-General  Murray,  (by  the  mas- 
terly movement  of  the  morning,^  having  appeared  on 
the  left  flank  of  the  French,  on  bis  march  from  Ovin'* 
tra,  where  he  had  crossed,  and  Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke,  (who  by  this  time  had  availed  himself  of 
the  enemy's  weakness  in  the  town  of  Oporto,  and  had 
eroKsed  the  Douro  at  the  Ferry,  between  the  towns  of 
Villa  Nova  and  Oporto,)  having  appeared  upon  thfe 
right  with  the  brigade  of  Guards,  and  the  29th  regi* 
ment,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  forces  retired  in  the 
utmost  confusion  towards  Amarantha,  leaving  behind 
fhem  five  pieces  of  cannon,  ei^ht  ammunition  turn-* 
brels,  and  many  prisoners  :  their  loss  amounted  to  a 
eonsid^rabla  Bumb«r ;  and  they  left  700  si^k  and 
wounded  behind  therm  in  tbe  hospitals  at  Oporto* 

The  exertions  of  the  army  in  this  affair  were  highly 
deserving  of  praise.  In  four  days  they  had  marched 
over  eighty  miles  of  most  diffioultcooatry,  had  gaioed 
many  itnportant  positions,  and  had  actiTaliy  engaged 
4nd  defeated  three  different  bodies  of  tbe  enemy^s 

troops» 


•'  Immediately  opposite  to  Oporto  is  the  town  of  Villa  Nora,  wber* 
#e  embarked  to  cron  the  river.  Hem  on  the  teeich  was  raised  an  Im- 
mefise  standard  of  white  cl0tb>  on  ^vhich  the  sign  of  the  cross  was  cm* 
brof^ered;  theo^pdsite  -walls  of  Oporto  were  lined  wkh  people  waviiig 
white  handkerchiefs  to  us,  expressing,  by  their  signs  and  gestures^  their 
extreme  znt\<ftiy  fbr  our  passing  the  riwt  the  Portugocsc  rowed  their 
own  boats,  and  the  animation  these  poor  fiahermeii  dis|Hayed«  and  the 
i^xeitions  to  get  ua  quicklj  over,  were  ? ery  striking.  Th€  houses,  as  w^ 
passed  through  the  streets  were  prititsipatly  shut,*  for  fear  of  being  pil- 
laged by  the  French  in  ibeir  r«treat;  \m  the  balconies  were,  full  of 
people,  chiefly  women  ;  and  from  onje  end  of  the  shore  to  the  otiier 
thiere  was  a  contiiYoed  lioe  of  white  handk^hisft  wa? cd  to  us  froin 
the  balconies."  ^ 
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troopa.*  Oporto  now  became  the  reward  of  the  cap- 
tors. 

Sir  Arthur  immediately  on  entering  Oporto,  very 
prudently  and  humanely  issued  a  proclamation,  in 
which  he  required  from  the  inhabitants  that  they 
should  comport  themselves  with  compassion  and  hu- 
liianity  towards  the  'French  prisoners,  vfbo  by  fhe 
Jaws  of  war  were  entitled  to  his  protection,  fie 
/shewed  them  that  it  would  be  in,coUtsi.stent  with  %Uk 
generosity  and  humanity  of  the  Portuguese  nation  to 
revenge  upon  those  unfortunate  individuals  the  out- 
rages and  calamities  which  it .  had  suffered  :  and  he 
iherefore,  directed  all  the  inhabitants  to  remain  traiv- 
quit  in  the  town,  and  lo  forbear  appearing  in  the 
streets  with  arms. 

TKe  eflFects  of  this  judicious  pro(?eeding  were  tp 
produce  an  immediate  tranquillity  ;  and  most  cer- 
tainly to  save  a  great  effusion  of  blood,  asother^^ise 
every  French  prisoner  would  have  been  massacred 
by  the  long  outraged  and  very  justly  incensed  inbia^ 

bitants. 

The  su^rings  of  Oporto,  previous  to  this,  had  beea 
great  in  the  extreme :  for  Soult,  on  his  first  entering  it, 
Jbad  given  ap  the  city  to  his  tropps  to  plunder  for  tUree 
days;  i^Ast  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  violatefi 
and  murdered  during  that  period  with  impunity  ;  the 
soldiers  only  being  restricted  from  murdering  cnildrqii 
under  ten  years  of  age.  However  improbable  this 
may  appear,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  firiiish  government 
became  possessed  of  numerous  facts  upon  thi^  head, 
and  that  it  was  at  one  time  in  contemplation  to  give 
an  aotbe^ticated  account  of  them  to  tbie  worlds  mix 
•striking  example  of  French  fraiemity. 

2n2  When 


*  LieuUnaoi-G^oeral  Panel's  v^ound  waa  m^ch  ref  ivitrdbjf  ijue  gal* 
Uot  CcimmaBcMif-iii-Cbief/iKit  only  si%  (bat  of  a  fmiwl>  but  aa  4»e  wiio 
:)ia4  b«Qn  i90«t  useful  u>  %hfi  service  id, the  few  4ayA  be  bad  b««o  WAtb 
the  array.  He  had,  iadeed^  reuderied  a.nxMit  im^^i^ttal  servioe  H  the 
4Afn^b%Viioeh^dM»  intftkins  uptbe  paiiii4w.vbi«b.UiCitro«f««>«tfa* 
Uily  maintained  until  finally  suQMilfoU 
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•  When  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  first  determined  unoa 
Jtl^e  expedition  to  the  north  of  Portugal,  against  Mar- 
shal Sonlt,*  he  had  sanguine  hopes  that  the  Portu- 
guese 


*  Marshal  Soult  is  mow  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age;  he  is  dfscrib- 
ed  ^o  be  strong  and  active,  but  a  libertitie  and  avaj-icious.  In  fact^ 
gto'ry  is  but  his  third  passion,  coming  in  after  money  and  women  ;  so 
thA,  when  he  first  heard  of  his  appointment  some  years  ago  to  the  tbea 
Army  of  £ngtand,  be  said,  in  the  presence  of  an  Englishman  then  in 
Krance,  **  Now  I  am  going  to  recruit  my  seraglio,  and  to  All  my  coffers 
bjr  putting  into  requisition  JCnglish  misses  and  English  guineas."  In 
short,  Citizen  Soult  was  at  that  time  a  terroist,  and  had  been  a  pri« 
vate  in  the  French  S3d  regiment,  previous  to  the  Revolution.  He  was 
fy^  piximoled  to  tbe  rank  of  Captain  in  the  National  Guards  by  Ro« 
bespierre,  in  17Q2  ;  and,  being  sent  to  serve  under  Genefal  Custineon 
tl^e  Rhine  in  the  campaign  of  1793,  was  wouqded  at  Mayence ;  but 
was' soon  af'ter  raised  by  Robespierre  to  the  rank  bf  Major  of  Bri- 
gade. 

:  Qn  the  fall  of  Robespierre  he  thougbt  himself,  lucky  In  being  only 
jidismissed  t,be  service:  but  was  soon  after  restored  to. his  rank  by  Car- 
'not  in  1796,  after  which  he  served  in  the  army  of  tiie  Rhine,  and  was 
\fTX\t  Genefal  Moreau  in  the  famous  retreat  through  tbe  Black  Forest. 
In  17d8  the  friendship  of  Hoche  procured  for  hiui  a  nomination  as  ge* 
^.eralfof  biigade  in  the  army  of  the  hnunbrd  and.Meune,.  where  he  was 
]9pliced«  more  for  tbe  absurdity  of  hi$  J ucobin  principles  than  for  his 
'military  tafents. 

;'    Whilst  serving  in  the  south,  in  1800,  he  was  appointed  by  Buona* 

patte  as  Lieutenant -Generai  in  Massdna's  army^  and  be  oevtainly  dis- 

j>Iayed  much  courage  %t  the  siege  of  Genoa  j;  i^u^  like- many  others  of 

these  revolutionary  heroes,  or  gather  ruffians,. his  laurels  were  too  often 

*^Mained' with  blood:  and  if  he  v^as  only  able  to  fill  one  pocket  with  the 

'fipolls  of  his  t^n^mies,  he  was  said  to' be -an  adept  in  ''filing  the  other 

Jfromrtbestofes  of  his  friends,  •  j  >      •:,«..; 

I    NfMtMrithatandiog  the  l^if^my  of  bi^,C|haf,acter,  his^brayery  and  his 

peculiar  species  of  intelligence  rendered  him  useful  to  the  pi'imemov- 

^ers  Of\heRevoli  tion;  but,  having  displayed  much  activity  aS  a  notorious 

^^revolutionary  intriguef,  it  is  said  that  both  Moreau-  and  Massena  have 

described  iiirii  as  piore  ik  lot^maM  motipiis  )u  a  c\^[>.,  fo  bpw.  in  nn  aa- 

..lidi^qtber  of  a  revolutionary  coiiimittee  or  of  a  republican  tyrant  than 

"to  nead  an  army.     It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  Buonaparte  had  a  better 

opfnion'bf  him,  from  his  having  appointed  him  Commander-in-Chief 

''of  ttle  Afmy  of  England  assembled  some  yea j-^  ago  at  St.  Omers)  '  He 

« was  fitrspected,  however,  df  being  aimed  at  the  Consular  chair,  and  of 

L nveny 'other  aets  of  ambition  equally  absurd  aV)d' extravagant;  but  it 

n^as  ecMisidered^Kat'lfe  took  sufficient  car^e  to  conceal  these  predilec- 

Atii6nc^fr9«).(be>crafty€(»sloaa»  wltb^wocdd^oubtless  have  nipped  tb« 

ambition  of  this  aspiring  sans  culoai^r  ^    ./■..*  ...^      .'      . 
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guese  General  Sflvierra,  would  be  abk  to  hold  his  poet 
upon  •  the  Tamaga^  till  be  should  be  reinforced  ;  by 
.means  of  whioh  position^  and  by  the  po88e$aion  of 
Chaves,  the  enemy's  retreat  wquld  have  been  'Cut  off« 
excepting  across  the  Minho  river ;  but  ev^  that  he 
had  hoped  to  slender  imprncticable,  by  pressing  hiard 
upon  bis  jnear.  .  This  weU  concerted  plan  wasi  bow^ 
ev^r,  deranged  by  the  French  havingigot  possession 
of  the  bridge  of  Amarantha^  where  Silvierra  was  post?- 
ed ;  particulariy  ix»  Sir  Arthur  had"  no  real  ground  to 
hopi^  tbftt  Mai!»hal  Beresford,  who  was  then  marching 
toward  LamegOy  .would  be.able  to  effect  more  than  to 
confine  the  enemy  on  that :side9  and. oblige  him  tore* 
tire  b^  Chaves  into  GaUicia^  lather  than  by  Villa  Real 
into  Castile.  •      ,   .  ^ 

.  Y^  the  gallant  Beresford  effected  more  than;  wa« 
^apposed  possible;  and,  after  having driten  in  theene* 
my's  posts  at  Villa  Real  and  Maisan  Frien,  with  some 
loss,  actually  forced  General  Loison's  out-posts  at  the 
bridge  of  Amarantha,  and  again  acquired  possession 
of  the  left  bank  pf  th^  Tamarga,  op  the  ver)^  day  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  had  so  gallantly  passed  the 
Douro.  In  fact,  no  sooner  bad  the  intelligence  of  this 
brilliant  coup-de-main  reached  Loison,  than  be  judged 
it  prudent  to  retire  immediately  from  Amarantna,  and 
to  join  the  anvanced.  guard  of  the  French  army,  wlien 
General  Beresford  instantly  occupied  his  evacuated 
post.  ••"■■'••  ••■<■■ 

,  On  the  mqrnjing  of  the  13th  Sir  Arthur  Welieslej 
led  bis  ai^^y  from  Oporta  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating 
enemy,  andiii  theevening  he  received  information  that 
they  bad  destroyfefd  a  great  proportion  of  their  artillery 
in  the  nei^h|>ourbood  of  Penn^(iel,t  ^nd  had  directed 
tbeir  march  towards  Braga  ;  a  measure  to  which  he, 
was  evidently' driven  in  consequence  of  Marshal  Be^ 
resford's  cp-rpperstion  pf  the  Tamarg^. 

Sir  Arthur,  on  having  these  facts  well  ascertained, 
imtnediat'ely  proceeded -on  the  morning  of  the  l4th 
with  the  artny  in  two' columns  towards  the  Minho  ri- 

t  ■        ver. 
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ver,  directiivg  the  Marshal  to  mardhupoo  Ghliire»  m 
ease  the  eiMmy  should  tarn  to  bis  ri^kt^  whilst  Major* 
Oeaeral  Murray,  with  the  Hanoverian  legion^  was  to 
commnnieate  with  the  Marshal^  if,* as  then  refMMted^ 
Loison  shoald  nemain  in  the  victMty  of  Amaratitlnu 

In  unison  with  these  geneqrul'onderstheporsiBit  wm 
continoed  until  the  16tb,  when  Sip  Arthur,  with  the 
main  body  arrived  at  Brega  ;  audi  oa  the  fcdtowiog 
day»  at  Salamonde ;  and  4>nis  with  Mob  rapidity  tbttt 
the  guards  under  LietttenaDt-*Gkneral  SberbriNike  and 
Brigadiei*-Gteneral  CamfibeH,  then  in  adva»ee  of  the 
British  army,  had  an  aiFair  with  tbe  eoemy'a  rear* 
guard,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening.  In  Uiia  bust* 
ttess  the  British  attacked  them  in  tti^ir  poaitioa,  and 
having  turned  their  flanks  by  the  heights,  the  enemy 
immediatety  retreated,  leaving  a  gun  and  Monne  pri- 
soners behind  them.^ 

On 


«  I 


*  The  sufferings  of  the  French  army  at  this  time  were  dn^dfal,  as 
appears  by  the  journal  of  an  officer  on  tbe  spot : 

'^'  The  road  as  we  went  along  were  strewrd  with  wrecks  of  their  ar* 
my,  dead  horses,  RMisquets,  ammunition,  lui3|nacks»  ^odi^  Qf  French 
M>ldiers  murdered  and  stripped  by  tbe  |>easaAts>  and  now. and  then  » 
solitary  soldier  lying  on  the  road  side,  and  dying  from  fever,  want^  and 
^atfgife; 

•  **  The  scene  at  tbe  bridge  4vef  the  Csbodo  was  most  striking  atitf 
siffecting,  Tbe  bridge  is  very  narrow,  a»d  theconfosi^  hud  been^ 
great,  that  the  cavalry,  in  passing,  had  trampled  down  the  infantiy. 
Vast  numbers  of  men  and  bosses  had  been  precipitated  over  the  ba^ 
IJemeifts.  The  bed  of  the  torrent  was  covered  with  drowned  horses, 
or  «uch  as  had  been  lamed  in  tbeir  fett;  the  battk^;:  w<^re strewed  with 
I^^S^S^  o^  ^^^T  descr>ptiQn--armB>. knapsacks,  d^d  horses,  dead 
ji)odies,  &c.  and  if  to  this  assembl^epf  sad  and  melancholy  d^soUb- 
jLkon,  you  adcl  the  effects  of  £he  stirrouhdrng  scenery,  immense  moun- 
tains, a  furious  Viti^  rapkl  torretift  forcing  its  way  among  piles  of  rocks, 
and  contSnnaUy  asigtnentffd  by  long  ancades^om  the  moMtnint,  yoo 
jnay  form  sqme  opinion  of  the  sort  of  feelings  which, aucb^  view  must 
inspire. 

•*  The  quantity  of  pi  under  Collected  in  Oporto  by  the  French,  must 
ji^tebeen  enormous;  there  is  h&rdly  a  species  of  property,  but  what 
/WQ  found  in  the  knapsncks  that  weie  thrown  away  ;  pJate-of  effeej  de- 
scription, jewelry,  (quantities  ol  money,  women's  ornaments,  ifea^fasof 
*'  •  all 
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Betreat  of  the  Frtncb. 


On  the  17t1i  and  18th  the  pursuit  continued,  and 
^n  the  latter  day  the  British  ariiiy  armed  at  Monte 
Alegte,  when  Sir  Arthur  found  tl^t  Soult  had  taken 
a  road  thrdugh  the  mountains  towards  Orenza,  by 
-which  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  imj[K>ssible,  to  over- 
take' him^  and  oh  "wilich  be  had  no  means  of  stopping^ 
bim. 

That  the  cinemy  had  a  great '  sfuperiority  over  the 
British  in  the  celerity  of  his  movements  upon  t\m 
occasion,  is  evident;  but  it  h  not  surprising*  when  we 
consider  that  he  commenced  hts  retreat  by  destroying 
so  large  a  quantity  of  his  guns  and  ammtmitioii.  In 
fact,  he  afterwards  destroyed  the  remainder,  and  a 
great  part  of  his  baggage,  and  kept  nothing  except 
what  tne  troops  or  a  few  tnules  could  carry. 

Be  also  left  behind  him  his  sick  and  wounded,  and 
the  road  from  Penafiel  to  Monte  Alegra  was  strewed 
with  the  carcases  of  horses  and  mules,  and  French 
soldiers  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  peasantry  be* 
fore' the  British  advanced  guard  could  save  them.^ 
During  this  retreat  the  British  picked  up  about  500 

f>risoneM ;  but  the  enemy,  upon  the  whole,  lost  not 
ess  than  one- fourth  of  their  whole  nnmber.  That  it 
got  away  at  last  was  considered  as  a  matter  of  regret ; 
fcut  Sir  Arthur  very  judiciously  observed,  that  if  an 
army  throws  away  all  its  cannon,  equipments,  and 
baggage,  and  every  thing  which  can  strengthen  it, 
and  can  enable  it  to  act  together  as  body,  and  aban- 
dons 


alt  sorts.     A  man  of  the  83d  regiment  got  a  bar  of  solid  gold  ;  another 
found  one  of  silver/' 

*  The  ConiiiiaaderMn«-Cbief  observed,  tn  his  dispatches,  thiat  this 
wa»  ihfi  neural  effect  of  the  species  of  warfare  which  the  enemy  had 
carried  oa  in  Portugal.  The  J^rench  soldiers,  he  added,  had  pluu* 
dered  and  murdered  the  peasantry  at  their  pleasure,  and  he  had  seen 
many  persons  hanging  on  the  trees  by  the  sides  dt  the  xx)ad,  ex«cute4 
fyi  DO  reason  that  be  could  learn,  excepting  that  they  were  not  friendly 
to  -the  Fxeach  invasion  and.  usurpation  of  the  government  of  their 
country.  He  also  said  that  the  route  of  their  oolumn  on  the  retreat 
cxHJld  be .  traced  by  the  soioke  of  the  villiigt^s  to  which  llity  set 
fire! 
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Union  oi'  the  allied  armies. 


dons  ail  those  who  are  ent;itled  to.  its  protection^  bat 
tetard  its  prepress,  it  must  then  be  able  to  inarch  bjr 
roads  tbrongh  which  it  cannot  be  followed  with  aa^r 
prospect  of  beingp  overtaken  by  an .  army  which  has 
not  made  the  same  sacrifices. 

In  this  brisk  pursuit  too  we  must  not  omit  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  care  of  the  general,  the  Bri« 
ti$h  troops  suffered  considerably  froip  jlh^  sta4;e  of  the 
weather ;.  thei  rain /having,  been  constant  for  nearly  ^ 
week,  and  tlie  roads  in  that  difficult  country  almost 
impracticable;  yet  they  persevered  with  spirit  in  the 
pursuit  to  the  very  last,  having  beien  generally  oq 
Iheir  niarch  from  d(iy-light  in  the  morning  until  dark. 
The  brigade  of  Guards  were  at  the  head  of  the  co- 
lumi)  through  the  whole  business;  and,  as  Sir  Ar- 
thur observed,  set  a  nuist  laudablfi  ffxample  to  the 
whole  army,  and  conducted  ihemselyes  remarkably 
well  in  the  afftiir  with  \lie  enemy's  rear-guard  at  ^- 
lamonde.       .  .         , 

.  Sir  Arthur  .Well^sley. {after  the  complete  ex^putsion 
of  Spult  from  Portugal)  marched  his  army  southr> 
ward  iVom  the  Minho  to  Abrantes,  where. he  collected 
stores  and  provisions  to  enable  him  to  march  into 
Spain,  to  join  General  Cuesta,  whp  had  assembled 
about  40,0(}0  ipen  rouiivd  iVIqnufl|t;. .  .  On  for^ning  a» 
junction,  it  was  proposed  to  attack  Yictpr's  and  oe- 
bastiani's  corps,  these  being  united  and  occupying  an 
intrenched  position  near  Tuuxillo^  about  70  miles 
from  the  Portuguese  frontiers.*  In  the  mean  time 
the  war  of  Spain  was  carried  on  with  various  success. 
The  army  of  General  Blake  had  resumed  offensive 
operations,  and  had  formed  a  junction  with  the  armies 
ofMnrcia  and  Valencia.'  A  division  of  his  army  had, 
liowever,  been  surprised  'near  S^aragossa  by  a  French 
corps  under  General  Suchet,  and  obliged  to  retire 
with  considerable  loss. 

:  -• '  Blake 


m^    m^J«  am       Ifc^  a*    . .  ■  *i»    ■    ■  »■  ■■■■         hi    <  i«^i*^»^4^ 


*  At  ihis  period,  (3cl  July,)  General  Craliford  had  arrived. al  Lis- 
bon with  a  reinforcement  Of  5('00  men  from  lrtrliiD4,*<t!ttlHad*proicecd*i 
ed  to  Abraotes. 
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Spanish  iDilitttry  affairs. 
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Bl^ke  theti'  adi^anced  to  Toittosa  with  the  intentioa 
of  iattitoking  Generad  St*.  Gyr's  c^rps ;  and^  at-Alcan^ 
tara,  a  most  gallant  action' was  foug^ht  between  9009 
Spam4i^d$,  commskiKied  by  CotoiielS'  MayrVe  aii<¥ 
i&ranti  Briti^b  offite^s,  and  a  body  of  Flterieh-  eon-^ 
iftisting  of  10^000  men,  in  which  the  latter  lost  bp^ 
^ard^o^  1^20()/ atldl'the  small  body  of  briate  Spa- 
niards weref  ^abl^d  to  retreat/ witb  o*ily  It'  smaU 
comparative  loss.  In  this  the  ^emy  also'  kad  1500 
eavait-y^  and'12  iield-pieces;  biit  the  S^niard  fonght 
with  soch'fifryy  and  stich  indescribable  gallantry,  tibai 
they  fi^ainCained'the  pass  until  sunset  in  spite  of  a  ndost 
dreadful!  and  gallibg  fire  from  the  whole  of  Ui^  ene4 
my'^sKne. 

Sir  Arthur  Welifesfey ,  on  \m  return  from  the  purisnit 
of  Soult,  was  obliged  to' remain  lon^  inactive  in  the 
Vicinity  of  1/isbon,  not  by  any  means  from  h«i  own. 
disposition,  whkh*  w^s  full  of  activity  and  ardour  in 
the  cause,  and  forward  and  ad\^enturous  in  quest  of 
personal  reputation.  He  was,  indeed,  anxious  to 
strike  some  dedisiv6  blow  ;  but,  before  this  <;ould 
be  attempted,  it  was  iiecessary  that  somefptain  of 
co-operation  should  be  concerted  between  htm:  and 
the  Spanish  generals,  particularly  Guesta.  He  wa^ 
also  extremely  anxious  that  Cuesta  should  not  at^ 
tempt  any  tiiovement  of  importance  without  th^ 
English  army,  and  at  length  obtained  his  promise  that 
lie  would  suspend  his  operations  until  the  British  aitny 
had  reached  the  Tagus. 

-  In  bis  subsequent  •  arrangements  tie  found  many 
obstacles  with  respect  to  the  management  of  the  Spa- 
nish Generals  and  Juntas,  and  in  urging  them  to  call 
forth  all  the  energies  and  means  of  their  country,  par- 
ticularly with  Guesta,' who  was  a  friend  to  a  kind  of 
harassing  warfare,  and  not  very  willing  to  run  the  risk 
of  any  great  or  decisive  battle.  At  length,  however, 
a  plan  of  operations  was  concerted  between  the  Bri- 
tish and  Spanish  generals,  and  both  be^an  their  march 
towards  Madrid; 

13;  Sa  One 
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One  of  the  most  important  and  splendid  victories 
in  the  Peninsula  was  now^-  approaching  ;  it  is  ne« 
cessary»  therefore,  to  examine  the  previous  mili- 
tary transactions  with  some  degree  of  precision, 
io;.:  order  to  invertigate  and  understand  its  real 
merits*. 

Early  in  July  Joseph  Bilonaparte  J€4ned  ^ebas- 
tiani  with  those  troops  which  he  brought  from  Ma- 
dridi  tod  with  a  detachment  from  Marshal  Victor's 
corps,  making  the  force  under  Sebastiani  about 
28|000  men,  and  their  intention  was  to  att^k  the 
Spanish  corps  under  General  Yane^as  ;  bat  that 
officer  retired  into  the  mountains  of  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena,  and,  though  forced  to  retreat,  was  still  able  to 
fpijtack  and  destroy  a  consideraMe  part  of  the  enemy's 
§^vauced  guard, 

..  The  French  troops  then  returned  to  the  Tagus  ; 
and  the  whole  army^  then  under  Victor,  and 
amounting  to  about  35,000,  were  concentrated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Talavera,  and  on  the  AI* 
berche. 

General  Cuestft's  Spanish  force  was  now  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Almaras,  and  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
j^ritish  army  arrived  at  Placentia  on  the  8th  of  July^ 
the  whole  of  the  troops  being  finally  collected  aboat  ^ 
the  16th. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  with  his  usual  precision,  now 
proceeded  to  Cuesta's  head-quarters,  and,  having 
stopped  with  him  two  days,  arranged  a  plan  of  openi- 
tions  upon  the  French  army,  which  were  to  com- 
mence about  the  11th,  if  they  should  remain  so  long 
in  their  position  as  to  allow  the  whole  British  force  to 
come  up^  At  this  period  the  Spanish  arniy  amounted 
to  about  38,000  men,  (exclusive  of  the  force  under 
Vanegas,)  of  which  about  7000  were  cavalry  :  14,000 
of  this  force  was  detached  to  the  bridge  of  Arzobis- 
po,  and  the  remainder  were  encamped  under  the 
jPuerte  de  Mirabete. 

According  to  these  arrangements  the  British  army 

broke 
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|>roke  up  from  Placecicifti*  on  the  i  7th,  and  reached 
Oropesa  on  the  ^pth,  where  a  junction  wa$  iorined 

2o2  '  wHh 


*  **  On  the  6lh  July  we  entered  the  city  of  Placencia,  Hie  capital  of 
E^tremadura  ;  the  inhabitants  welcomed  our  etitrancel>y  waving  their 
handkerchiefs^  loud  huzzas,  and  other  dtfrnonstrations  of  joy.  Placen- 
tia  is  a  large,  but  not  a  handsome  town,  has  pld  Moorish  walls,  and  is 
situated  on  the  river  Xerto/ over  which  it  has  two  bridges  ;  some  of  tb< 
houses  are  extremely  large,  though  I  thinlf  none  particularly  handsome. 
In  one  private  mansion  we  had  accommodation  (that  is  to 'say,  room^ 
for  the  furniture  and  inhabitants  were  gone)  for  2000  men>  besides  stab^ 
iing  for  most  of  our  horses.  In  this  neighbourhood  most  of  tiie  roooiif 
tains  are  tipped  with  sqo\v,  which  is  brought.to  the  town  in  considerable 
quantigs,  for  the  purpose  of  cooling  creams,  lemonade,  &c.  Placen- 
tia  is  also  famous  for  its  manufacture  of  chocolate  ;  and  has  besides,  a 
number  of  respectable  shops,  though  their  tenants,  were  at  first,  afraid 
of  opening  them  to  us :  iheir  recent  visitors,  the-French,  not  being  ac^ 
customed  to  trouble  theinselves  with  accounts.  A  most  seasonable 
supply  of  shoes  was  also  procured  here  for  the  soldiers,  many  of  whom 
had  been  totally  barefoot^,  and  woefully  foot-sore,  for  several  precede 
ing  days.^  Journal  of  an  Officer, 

^  *'  On  the  9th  we  left  Placentia,  and  halted  in  a  valley  about  three  miles 
off;  this  situation  was  both  beautiful  and  belieficial,  a  delightful  streani 
of  crystal  water  in  our  front,   und  in  our  rear  the  spow-clad  mountains 
I  have  spoken  .of.     On  the  evening  of  the  lOtb  we  received  an  un«3$- 
pected  route ;  and,  returning  through  Placentia,  marched  two  leagues  tp 
Malapartida,  a  village  containingabout4Q0  inhabitants,  and  nearly  the 
same  number  of  miserable  hovels;  a.  good  diurch  containing,  amongst 
other  figures,  one  of  our  Saviour  supported  in  the.  Virgin's  arms,  and 
decorated  with  a  laced  cocked  hat,  and  a  fujl  dress  velvet,  suit.     In 
the  centre  of  the  church  was  an  open* sepulchre,  with  human  bones  ex* 
posed  to  view.     Here  the  French  had  pillaged  to  excess,  and  the  con- 
sequent misery  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be 
described.     I  know  nothing  of  philosophy  ^  but  in  spite  of  my  par- 
tiality to  the  army,  and  zeal  in  the  service,  common  sense  and  unavoid'* 
able  observation  will  sometimes  obtrude  reflections  by  no  means  fa« 
vourable  to  war,  or  its  promoters ;  and  when  1  have  heard  the  people  of 
this  country  and  of  Portugal  censured,  or,  in  more  unceremonious  lan- 
guage, damned,  for  not  furnishing  all  the  supplies  we  require,  1  have 
.caughtrayself  asking  the  question,  what  is  it  to  the  cottager,  or  the  far- 
mer? what  to  the  half-starved  inhabitant,  by  whom  his  misery  is  occa- 
sioned ?  whether  by  friend  or  foe,  his  cro^  and  his  cattle  are  alike  con- 
*.  sumed^ — "  Where'er  we  move  in  anger,  dissoJation  tracks  bur  progress ; 
where'er  we  pause  in  amity,  afiSiction  mourns  our  friendship;"  The  seat 
of  war  is  unavoidably  the  seat  of  woe;  and  though  the  English,  fn  gc* 
^6rd\,  pay  honestly  for  wjiat  the^  are  obliged  to  take,  what  recompense 

It 
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AilTance  to  Tulavera. 


With  the  SpaDfsh  forde.  Pre^ioas  to  this,  Sir  Rohei(; 
1|¥]lson  had  marobed  from  his ppsitionsy  andarm^d 
dn  the  Alberche  on^  the  23d,  with  the  Lusitanian 
legion,  and  a  small  Spanish  and  Portuguese  force  ; 
whilst  Vanegas  having  broke  up  from  Madrileyos, 
was  able  to  cross  the  T^gus  by  a  ford  ni  Fuente  JDue- 
neSy  and  to  arrive^at  Argand  about. ihe  sai^e  tin»e. 

The  combined  arm'ies  moved  •from  Oropesa'on  the 
S2d,  arid  the  advanced  guards  attacked  the  etiemy-9 
.outposts  at  Talavera,  when  their  rjght  was  turned  by 
the  Ist  hussars,  and  the  23d  light  dragoons  uqder  6e- 
peral  Anson,  directed' by 'Lieutenant-Gieneral  Payne, 
and  by  the  divisionof  irifantry,  under  Major-Generaj 
Mackenzie,  and  they  were  driven  in  by  the  Spanish 
advapced.gaitrds  under  the- cammand  of  General  Sarr 
jBs,  and  tM  'Due  d*  Albuquerque. 

The  united  larmies  now  approaching  the  enemy  ra- 
pidly, the  columns  wefe  formed  for  the  attack  of  the 
Eosition  at  Talavera  de  la  Rey na  on  the  24th  of  July ; 
.  ut  the  attack  being  postponed  until  the  morning  of 
the  2^th  by  desire  of  -General  Guesta,  the  columns 
'veere  ^g^inpHt  in^  motion,  end  the  different  corps  ad^ 
ipanced,  iivheu  it  was  discovered  that  the  bird  bad 
;flown,  and  that  the  enemy  had  actually  retired  about 
pnein  the  morning  to  Santa  Olalla/ and  thence  towards 
ll'orrigos,  evVderitly  with  the' intention  of  forming  ii 
Junction  with  Seba.^tiani. 

At  this  period  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  found  his  ope- 
rations much  crippled  ,^d' his  advance  tafter  aretreat* 
ing  army  much  retarded,  on  '(account  <)f  thfe  great'de- 

ficiency 

^^— ^*    "^  ™'"       ■■     ■      —  M   ^»    <M       I  I  ^11       ,m     it>'  ■  ■■■  ■      I    ■        ■  ■      ■         ■    I  ■  ii..^  ..^  I      mw'm  ■■■i    a  M   ■■»       1,1-  ■■■■■,     ,,  ai   ,  I       ■ 

IS  this  to  a  man  \7ho  is  obliged  to  abandon  the  place  he  has  ctTHivatecl 
and  the  necessaries  of  life,  w  hicb  npt  even  money  can  procure.  In  th^ 
present  case,  however,  we  must  derive  what  comfort  we  can  from  the 
t^flection  that,  compartd  to  the  French,  we  constitute  the  lesser  evil, 
andlhat  our  cause,  under  Heaven;  is  just. 

*«  In  that  cause  I  think  we  shall  for  the  present  sut:ceed  r  but  whether 
the  Spaniards  will  retain  wlnat  we  may  aid  them  to  acquire,  whether  iii' 
fact  they  are  that  loyal,  "Brave, 'virtpous,  and  chivalrous' people,' wfaicb 
they  are  generally  accounted,  I  do*  most  sfcriously  doubl.** 

Journal  qf  m  Officfr. 
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CooeeAtration  af  the  Frewh. 


•fioiency  of  means  of  tfan^|>o.i;t  in  ^pain.  6/eperal 
£!aesta.had  indeed  urgfid  the -Central  Junta  to  adopt 
^vigorous  measures  in  order  to  relieve  the  general 
\rants.  But  these  means  were  not  taken  with  suf- 
ficient resolution,  and  Sir  Arthur  was  forced  to  come 
•to  the  determination  of  not  moving  jFrom  Talavera 
until  he  was  supplied  ;  as>  in  fact,  he  was  no  longer 
,able  to  continue  his  operations  without  this  relief. 

General  Cuesta,  however,  followed  the  enemy's  fine 
of  march  withhis  arniy  from  the  Alberche  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  as  far  as  Santa  Olalla,  and  push-- 
ed  forward  his  advanced  guard  as  far  as  Torrijos  ; 
and,<at  the  same  ;time  Sir  Arthur,  but  without  break* 
ingap  his  main  body,  detached  two  divisions  of  iu- 
fantry,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  across  the  Alberche, 
ito  Cossal^os,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Ge- 
peral  Sherbrooke,  with  a  view  to  keep  up  the  commu- 
nication between  him  and  the  Spanish  army,  and  with 
Sir  Robert  Wilson's  force  at  Escalona.  It  happened 
unfortunately  at  this  junction  that  General  Y anegas 
had  not  carried  into  execution  that  part  of  the  precon- 
certed plan  of  operations  which  related  to  his  corps,  so 
thqiit  he  was  still  at'Damiel,  in  La  Mancba,  by  which 
means  the  French,  by  the  26th,  had  been  enabled 
quietly  to  collect  their  detachments  in  that  part  of 
Spain,  between  Torrijos,  and  Toledo,  in  which  latter 
place  they  only  left  a  garrison  of  2000  men. 

The  French  united  army  now  consisted  of  the  corps 
of  Marslial  Victor,  of  that  of  General  Sebastiani,  and 
of  seven  or  eight  thousand  men  of :  Joseph  Buona-  * 
parte's  guards,  and  the  garrison  of  Madrid  ;  a  most 
splendid  |ind  apparently  over  bearing  concentration 
pf  force  ;  the  whole  commanded  by  Joseph  himself, 
aided  by  Marshal's  Jonrdan  and  Victor,  and  General 
Sebastiani.^ 

Flushed 


Wl»« 


*  Victor,  like  most  of  the  French  generals  entered  into  the  army  «s 
a  private,  and  at  the  ^e  of  fifteen^  previous  to  the  revolution^  was  In 

7    ■  .  .■    .        .   ,  '      •  ■  '       '       the 
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Anecdote  of  Victor,  &e. 


'    Flushed  ivith'their  numbers^  tbe  French  now  adopt- 
ed a  p]an  of  attack  instead  of  retreat ;    and  on  the 

26tb, 


the  artillery.  But  his  progress  was  rapid  ;  for^  devoting  his  lenure  hour* 
to  fencing,  he  became  noticed  by  his  officers,  aiKl  at  the  commence^ 
ment  oi  the  great  political  change  was  adjutant  sub-r^iEcer.  In  \1^ 
lie  was  chief  of  battalion,  and  adjutant-general  at  Toqlon,  iHihen  Jie 
jcarried  several  redoubts  remarkably  well  defended,  and  there  acquired 
the  notice  of  Buonaparte,  His  military  skill,  or  rather  enterprise,  may 
be  judged  from  the  feliowing  anecdote,  when  he  decided  the  vmtory  ift 
£&vour  of  the  French  at  the  battle  of  La  Favorite  in  Itaty,  by  a  stronj^ 
but  well  conceived  manoeuvre ;  for,  having  placed  a  demi-brigade  in  re- 
serve, he  ordered  the  first  line  of  his  infantry  to  keep  up  a  vigorous  run- 
ning fire,  and  when  he  observed  that  the  fire  of  the  Austrrans  bad  slack- 
ened, he  passed  the  lines,  and  ordered  the  reserve  to  advance,  with  loud 
cries,  branclishing  the  butt  ends  of  their  musquets,  as  if  to  knock  them 
oo  the  head  ;  on  which  the  Austrians,  terrified  at  their  apparent Intre^ 
pidity,  threw  down  their  drms  and  surrendered.  At  Rome,  Marshal 
Victor  shewed  his  great  regard  for  the  church,  by  laying  hold  of  what* 
ever  was  valuable  \  indeed  his  whole  life  has  been  a  scene  of  6gbtjag 
9nd  plunder. 

Jourdan  began  his  military  career  as  a  private*  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution  was  a  fencing  master,  while  his  wife  followed 
the  convenient  profession  of  a  miltner.  Having  received  a  commissioa 
in  the  National  Guards,  he  soon  rose  to  the  rank  qf  genjeral,  and  coo^ 
manded  the  Kepublican  army  at  the  battle  of  Maubeuge  in  ,1793,  when 
both  he  and  his  antagonist,  the  Prince  de  Cobourg,  thought  themselves 
beat,  and  both  retreated  at  the  same  time. 

Jourdan,  l^owever,  had  sense  enough  to  return,  and  to  recover  forty 
pieces  of  cannpn  which  be  had  lost  in  a  wood. 

He  has  the  character  of  having  been  defeated  oftener  tb^n  any  of 
Buonaparte's  generals. 

"  Oiie  English  officer  of  engineers,  vrhilst  employed  in  reconnoi- 
tring, was  observed  by  a  Frenchman,  who  immediately  applied  his 
hand  to  his  hat,  and  made  a  respectful  bow  ;  two  Spanish  Officers  just 
afterwards  came  in  sight,  when  the  same  hand  was  instantaneously  and 
contemptuously  applied  to  his  most  ignoble  part. 

'*  Continuing  our  route  beyond  the-village  of  Casalegos,  we  found 
the  bodies  of  two  Spanish  peasants  who  had  not  long  been  ^ead  :  one 
of  them  was  shot  through  the  heart;  th^  other  had  been  burned  to 
death,  and  lay  with  his  arms  lifted  up,  his  fists  clencl^edj^  and  hisi  face 
distorted  in  all  the  expressions  of  horror,  which  tbe  poor  wretch,  in  the 
agonies  of  such  a  death,  must  necessarily  have  exhibited. 

''  On  this  day  a  French  captain  of  cavalry,  and  three  or  four  private 
men,  were  taken  prisoners  by  our  light  dragoons  ;  and  we  afterwards 
learned  that  the  two  Sjpianiards  had  been  killed  by  the  French,  in  con« 
^«iuence  of  having  been  met  with  arms  in  thelrhands,** 
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MASamS  OF,  .WELLINGTON. 


PrepnnlicHis  for  battle. 


ttacked  upon  his  advanced 
'hich  he  was  ohiiged  to  1«If 
bank  of  the  Alberche,  Cre- 
ioued  at  Casalegus,  ajidthe 

ivinced  that  the  French  in-. 
general  action  ;  for  which 
to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Ta- 
esta  to  take  up  this  position 
),  and  immediatelj  ordered 
ire  with  his  corps  to  its  sta- 
leneral  Mackenzie,  with  a 
I  bridge, of  cavalry,  as  an 
d  on  the  right  of  Alberche, 
ik. 

up  by  the  troops  extended 
lies  ;  the  ground  was  open 
iritish  arm;  was  statiooed, 
slud  it  5ras  commanded  by  an  height  on  which  was, 
4i.echeJlon»  and  io  second  line,  a  division  of  infantry 
i^er  jthe  orders  of  Majpr-General  Hill.  Between 
tiiis  height  and  a  range  of  mountains  still  further  upon 
the  left  there  was  a  valley,  not  at  first  occupied,  as  it 
WRsgojnfBtinded  by  the  height  itself ;  and  Ine  range  of 
tnoun&Tns  appeared  too  distant  to  hare  any  influence 
upon  the  expiected  action. 

!;■  "The  Spanish  troops*  formed  the  right  of  the  whole; 

and  they  extended  immediately  in  front  of  the  town  of 

Talavera, 


'*  ''On  the  3 Igt  we  passed  the  town  of  Oropesa,  which  appear*  to 
baye.bcen  a  place  of  coDsid^rable  note,  though  now  totally  deserted, 
iatf  certainly  contains  many  spaciousaod  handsome  edifices,  both  pub-  . 
|(^aDd  private.  On  the  3*th,  we  were  treated  with  a  sight  of  the  Spa- 
fM  army,  who  marched  through,  headed  by  Cuesia,  and  a  respectable 
feobing  priest :  they  comprised  a  very  large  force,  boih  of  ca*alry  and 
^bntry,  and  were  dressed  in  every  colour  the  rainbow  itself  can  boast,  . 
ntntingen  niasse  a  most  irregular  set,  not  to  be  compared, even  in  ap- 
.  jfearance,  to  our  rawest  volunteers,  but  amounlinp,  It  was  said,  to  be- 
t^Cfl  forty  and  Sfty  thousand  men.  They  moved  on  to  take  a  station 
fit'our  front ;  it  being  their  general's  d(;sire,  that  the  Spaniards  should 
Uand  iuremost  In  the  Spanish  cause."  Journal  qf  an  OJfieer. 
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Advance  of  the  Freach. 


Talavcra,  down  to  the  Tagu^.  Thi*  part  of  tJief 
ground  was  covered  by  olive-trees,  add  much  inter-, 
sected  by  ditches.  The  Wgh  road,  leaditng^from  the 
bridge  o^er  the  Albercihe,  was  defended  by  ar  heavy 
battery  in  front  of  a  church,  which  was  occa]piedby 
Spanish  infantry.  AH  the  aVenues  to  the  tawu  were 
defended  in  a  si m^ilar  manner ;  the  town  was  oiccupied^ 
and  the  remaindter  of  the  Spanish  infantry  was  tormed 
i«  two  lines  behind  the  banks,  in  the  road  which  led 
froiti  th^  torwn,  and  the  right  to  the  left  of  thd'JBHti^ 
force.  ^ 

In  the  centre,  between  the  two  armi^,  there  was  a 
commanding  spot  of  ground,  on  wliich  the  combined 
allies  had  begun  to  construct  a  rfedbdbt,  w'itfa  80me  open 

5 round  in  its  rear  :  and  atthis'spot  Brigadier-General 
.lexnnder  Campbell  waji  posted  with  a  division  of  in- 
&ntry,  supported  by  General  Cotton's  brigade  of  dra- 
goons, and  Some  Spanish  cavalry  in  his  rear.    ' 

Such  was  the  disposition  of  the  British  and  Spanish 
armies,  as  directed  by  the  gallant  Wellesley,  with  alt 
the  military  lalpnt  of  a  Scipio  or  a  Hannibal,  and  de- 
tailed by  himself  with  all  the  elegant  precision  of  a 
Poly  bins,* 

The  operations  now  commenced,  and  about  two' 
o*clock  on  the  27th  the  eneiny  appeared  in  strength 
en  the  left  bank  of  the  Alberche,  and  manifested  an 
intention  to  attack  General  Mackenzie's  division.  It 
was  not  the  intention  of  Sir  Arthur  that  the  business 
should  commence  on  this  spot  ;  but  the  French  with 

great 


^■1*1 


*  "  V?e  afterwards  passed  tbe  river  Alberca  over  a  v^ry  fine  bridge 
of  eiglit  arches.  It  was  fordable,  and  intersected  by  an  infinity  of  small 
gands.  In  the  afternoon  tlie  scenery  assumed  a  new  cbaractier  ;  we  saw 
a  great- quantity  pf  cork  tre^s,  and  in  the  distance,  mountains  covered 
with  snow.  At  length  we  arrived  at  Talavera  de  la  Reyna,  a  towA 
Surrounded  by  a  very  rich  country,  and  beautiful  avenues  of  trees.  The 
smiling  interior  of  the  country  shews  that  it  anciently  enjoyed :a  degree 
of  affluence  which  It  still  retains.  From  Talaveia  we  turi^ed  to  tbe  lefiv 
and  rode  almost  the  whole  day  among  paths  that  meandered  among  oc^ 

ehards,  and  delightful  fiowery  meadows."         Journal  of  an.Ojjiccr* 

ft 
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Anecdotes  pf  Gencir«l  M'Kjenzie. 


great  rapidity/  had  made  it  before  the  troops  CQuId  be 
\¥ithdra.w».  However^  the  whole  of  this  detachment 
of  the  British  force,  consisting^  of  General  Macken* 
zie's  apd  Colonel  Donkin's  brigades,  and  General 
Anson's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  supported  by  Gene- 

.  ral  Payne,  with  the  other  four  regiments  of  cavalry, 
in  the  plain  between  Talavem  and  the  wood,  were 

■  all  .withdrawn,  in  gpod  order,  but  with  some  loss,  par- 
ticularly by  the  2d  battalion  of  the  87th,  and  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  3I^t  in  the  wood. 

The  cpnduct  of  General  Mackenzie  upon  this  ocf 
casion,  and  the  military  and  ofiicer-f like  style  in  which 
he  withdrew  his  advanced  guard,  was  much  praised 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief, .  whilst  the  steadiness 
and  discipline  of  the  45th  regiment,  and  of  the  6th 
battalion  of  the .60tli7 W^ie  mosjt  conspicuous.'* 
iS;  2p  As 

■~  '^         'I  '      '         ■        ■  I  -       .,    I .1  I  .1  ■      I    J       ■ 

*  Major-General  Ronald  H'Kenzie,  who  fell  so  gloriuiQty  in  tHfs 
baUl«9  was  the  representative  of-  a  very  ^ncient  Uj^bland  ,  faimly^ 
whose  palrimooial  estate-  (Suddie)  lies  in  that  part  of  Rossl^ft, 
called  the.  Black  Isle,  r*  He  began  his  military  career  in  the  marines^ 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  his  uncle,  General  M'Kensie,  of  that 
corps^  and,  for  some  time  previous  to  1794,  did  the  doty  of  Adjutant 
to  the  Chatham  division.  Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle,  J>y  wiiich  be 
succeeded  to  some  personal  fortune^  he  reUnquisbed  the  marine  ser-> 
vice,  perhaps  from  an  ambitiop  to  get  forward^in  his  profession  more 
rapidly  than  that  service  admits  of ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1794,  he  be« 
came  Major  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  78th  foot,  raised  by  the  present 
Lord  Seeporth.  In  the  iaiter  pait<of  that  year«  or  early  in  1795,  botb 
battalions  of  the  78th  were  epipsoUdated  ;  by  which  measure  this  pl- 
iant pfficeri  along  with  l^is  officers  and  men,  joined  the  first  battalion, 
at  the  Cape,  when  they  proceeded  to  India,  1200  strong,  where  the 
regiment  served  with  distinction  under  Lieutenant^General  (then  Co<« 
lonel,)  Mackenzie  Frazer.  He  returned  to  Europe  in  1801,  tincereij 
regretted  on  his  absenpe  by  bis  regin^ent,  and  ail  who  knew  him ;  anc^, 
being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England, 
be  was  placed  on  the  northern  staff  as  a  brigadier.  After  this  he  was 
^made  governor  and  commandant  of  Alderney,  and  soon  replaced  oa 
/the  northern  staff  as  .a  major-general,  which  situation  fie  held  when. 
on  his 'own  solicitation,  he  was  removed  to  the  command  of  a  brigade 
in  Portugal  in  1808.  He  was  in  Parliament  four  years,  for  the  Suther- 
laml  boroughs,  and  afterwards  for  the  county.  He  was  a  izealous, 
steady^  cool,  soldier ;  a  mild  and  most  friendly  man.  The  service 
lost  in  bim  a  most  exqeUeat  officer-— his  ^ friends^  an  esitimable  and 


i^^  .»P£  m  1fH£  most  NOBIS 


MDt^meMs  before  tbe  btttte 


As  tffe  day  advanced,  the  enemy  B,ffpe^red  ift  greats 
t^  tiattibers  on  the^ii^bt  bank  <rf  Che  Alberche,  and  the 
^Meml  saMr  clewly  ttiat  he  tvtrs  now  advancing  to  a 
g^eneml  attack,  whilst  0>eneral  Mackensie  continued 
to  f^H  bfeiek  gradually  upon  the  left  of  the  Brttish  po« 
eition,  ^here  he  to<^  -his  ^station  in  the  second  Hnfe 
in  rear t)f  the 'GUiardsy  Coiotiel  Donkin  being  placed 
in  the  sanm  isituatii>ni  fapt/her  upon  tbe  left,  in  the  tear 
i^f  thf^  German  legion.  It  nms  now  the  dvi^li,  ^f  f^ 
evening,  and  the  enetny  imMediately  commenced 
1^  Htteck  by  a  cannonade  u^n  the  British  ^^ition, 
%ind  by  an  attempt  with  bis  cavalry  to  overthrow  the 
^pantsh  infantry  on  the  ri^bt;  bat  this  general  at* 
tempt,  on  both  ends  of  the  hne,  failed  entirely.  He, 
•however,  early  in  tbe  night,  pushed  a  division  along 
the  valley,  on  the  left  of  the  height  occupied  by  Ge- 
tieral  Hill;  of  which  he  obtained  a  momentary  pos- 
session^  but  General  Hill  attacked  4t  instantly  with 
the  bayonet,  fand  carried  it.  Xkis  attack  was  re^i^ieat- 
•€d  dciring  the  night,  but  failed ;  and  again  at  day* 
light  of  the  morning  of  the  28tb,  by  two  dlvisiotiis 
of  infantry,  but  was  a  ihird  time  repulsed  by  the  gal- 
lant Hill*  In  all  these  affairs  4he  conduct  ,both  of 
-officers  and  men  was  most  meritorions,  and  many 
Tires  were  l6St,  Genefal  Hill  himself  being  slightly 
pounded. 

Tfae^eoemy  now  determined  to  carry  every  thing 
"by  a  genferal  coup-de-'main,-  and  accordingly  made  ao 
Jtttack  albng  the  whole  line  of  the  British,  with  the 
whole  of  his  force.  Previous  to  this,  however,  in 
^ODtsequence  of  tho  repeated  attempts  upon  the  bdght 
•on  the  left,  by  the  valley,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had 
.j)laced  two  brigades  of  British  cavalry  in  that  valley, 
supported  in  the  rear  by  the  Due  d' Albuquerque's 
division  of  Spanish  cavalry.     The  enemy  then  piaeed 

light 
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'amiftble'coinpanion.  The 76th  adored  bim,  and  wilUong  knneHt  hrm. 
■T>yiti%  -without  fssue,  bis  e^ateof  -Suddie  went  to  an  odI^  si^«r,  mar< 
^iM 'to*  Captain  Potts  of  tbe  42d,  mih  a  larfe  faiailjr. 
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Bat^lQ  of  Talav€u;9, 


light  iofantry  ia  the  iraoge  of  iDQuntsiios  Qa  the  left 
of  the  valley^  yvlAoh  were  oppo^q^  by  ^  division  0I 
Spanish  infantry  under  Lieutenant-General  de  Basse^ 
court. 

The  general  attack  now  coinmenced  by  themaroh 
of  several  columns  of  infantry  into  the  valley,  with  a 
view  to  attack  the  height  occupied  l>y  Oecijeral  HiUj 
but  these  columns  were  immediately  charged  by  tbs 
1st  German  light  dragoons,  and  23d  dragoons  under 
the  comniand  of  General  Aoson,  directed  by  I/ieu*- 
tenant*General  Payne,  md  supported  by  Wener^ 
Fane^s  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry  ;  and  although  the 
23d  dragoons  suflFered  considerable  loss,  the  charge 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  execution,  of  that 
part  of  the  enemy's  plan. 

Whilst  this  general  attack  was  made  upon  the  left, 
with  what  he  hoped  would  be  a  preponderant  force^ 
another  took  place  upon  Brigadier*Gener^l  Ale^^arv- 
der  Campbeirs  position  in  the  centre  of  the  combine^ 
armies,  and  on  the  right  of  the  British;  but  this  at- 
tack was  in  the  like  manner  most  successfully  repuls^4 
by  General  Campbell,  supported  by  the  king's  regi- 
ment of  BpaUish  cavalry,  and  two  battalions  of  6p|i^ 
nish  infantry ;  and  that  with  such  effect  that  the  ene- 
my left  their  Artillery  behind  them,  ^he  whole  of 
this  part  of  the  business  was  conducted  ii^  high  styl^, 
and  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Sir  Arthur  himself, 
who  appears  to  have  been  in  the  midst  of  this  ^s  Wjeli 
as  pf  the  other  attacks,* 

2v2  Whilst 


•  On'the23d»  we  this  night  occiipied«  10  advance  9fthp  9rniy>  some 
comfortable  huts,  which  had  beep  greeted  by  the  Freqch/bqt  were  pn-f 
der  arms  at  tvvo  o'clock  iQ  the  morning^  ^nd  continued  so  till  seyep, 
when  ail  appeared  quiet,  and  our  parades,  vere  dismissed  ;  scarcely-, 
however,  wejre  our  firelocks  filed,  ere  notice  yras  giyep  that  the  enemy 
approached.'  General  IVi'Kftn^ie  ordered  U9  to  gdv^nce,  and  yte 
were  on  our  march,  >yhen  an  order  for  a  retreat  arrived — we  pontipup4 
retreating  and  fighting,  till  we  caipe  upon  the  remainder  of  gur  army« 
\n  the  plains  opposite  to  the  town  of  Talayera  ;  thjs  W4s  about  nine 
|i  ftight,  by  whicl?  time  we  were  jjre^tly  fatijijjc^,  §nd  w^r^CJOJJ^sequpntly 

matched 
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1  ■        r^S 


Whilst  these  operations  were  thus  going  on,  the 
€neaiy  made  anotner  attack  upon  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral 


inarched  to  the  re&r,  were  we  formed-  a  second  line  to  our  fresher 
Iropps  ;  the  enemy  pushing  on  all  this  time  with  astonishing  celerity^ 
and  keeping  up  a  tremendous  fire  from  their  numerous  artillery.  About 
len  they  made  a  most  daring  attack  upon  the  left  of  our  line,  but  were 
nobly  repulsed  by  the  3rd  and  ?9tb  regiments.  A^ter  thi^  there  was 
not  much  done  till  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  when  the  ar- 
tillery from  each  army  opened  with  a  rapid  and  destructive  fire.  The 
French  again  made  an  attempt  upon  our  left,  and  were  again  repulsed. 
,At  length  the  action  became  general,  but  to  describe  it  U  impossible; 
.'we  charged,  and  were  repulsed,  and  charged  again  ;  suffice  it  to  say, 
.that  at  night  the  French  began  to  retreat,  and  the  victory  was  coose«< 
quently  ours — it  was  indeed — 

<«  A  battle  hardly  fought 

A  victory  for  which  the  conq'rors  mourn'd 
So  many  fell. 
The  French  are  said  to  have  had  five-and-/ortj  thousand  men  io 
this  action,  with  king  Joseph  in  person.  Victor,  however,  had  the  com- 
mand, and  seconded  by  Sebastian!.    Our  loss  is  estimated,  and  that 
pretty  accurately,  at  five  thousand  men,  killed  and  wounded  7  that 
.af  the  Frenpfa,  by  their  own  confession,  exceeds  double  the  number. 
Jn  one  division,  and  with  our  brigade,  we  lost  the  gallant  general 
ArKensie,  ^nd  very  large  proportion  of  ofllcers;  the  plains 'were 
covered  with  wounded  and  dead ;  whilst,  horrible  to  relate,  the  stub- 
ble caught  fire,  ai)d  many  disabled  wretches  were  burnt  to  death !  Of 
this  action .  the  Spaniards  were  quiet  spectators.    On  the  following 
jnorning,  the  French  army   having  totally  disappeared,  we  applied 
ourselves  to  searching  out,  and  carrying  off,  the  wounded.     But  such 
scenes  as  the  field  and  towji  presented,  on  this  and  the  two  succeeding 
days,  exceeds  human  credibility,  as  much  as  it  overpowered  the  most 
unfeeling  amongst  u?.    The  God  of  mercy  grant  **  I  ne'er  niay  look 
iipon  the  like  again.''  , 

The  enemy  plundered  such  of  our  officers  as  they  laid  hold  of,  of 
the  watches,  epaulets,  and  money ;  but,  in  other  respects,  they  observ- 
ed the  dictates  of  humanity ;  to  some  they^dministered  wine,  to  others 
water,  and  placed  others  out  of  the  battle's  heat. 

Tq  one  friend  of  mine,  they  offered  a  service,  which  I  believe  few 

of  us,  in  any  situation,    however  miserable,  would  willing  accept. 

Seeing  him  severely  vvounded,  and  covered  with  blood,  they  aske4 

him  if  they  should  terminate  his  sufferings ! 

.       'fliis  favour  he  declined,  and  Is  now  doing  well.    My  poor  friend 

"E— indeed  complained,  that  to  him  they  behaved  otherwise,  having 

kicke^  and  pushed  him  in  an  unfeeling  manner ;  yet  he  spoke  not  of 

them  ^^^^  rancour;  but,  having  lingered  for  two  days,  he  died  the 

cleath  o^  *  ^^^^  with  the  resignation  of  a  Christian. 

'    One  orderly  book  of  Victor's  Is  said  to  have  beea  founii  Tula  vera, 

;;  '•  .  ■•      '  ■      'in 
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ral  Sherbrooke'a  division,  i^hich  was  on  the'  left  aiid 
centre  of  the  first  line  of  the  British  army.  Tbi^  wa9 
perhaps  as  gallant  a  part  of  the  business  as  took  place 
on  that  day  ;  for  th^  attack  was  most  spiritedly  re- 
pulsed by  a  charge  of  bayonets  by  the  whole  divisioiiy 
in  which,  however,  our  troops  suffered  much  from 
the  impetuosity  of  their  gallantry ;  for  the  brigade  of 
Guards,  vi^hich  were  on  the  right,  having  advanced 
too  far,  they  were  exposed  on  their  left  flank  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  battery,  and  of  their  retiring  co« 
lumns ;  and  the  division  was  obliged  to  retire  towards 
the  original  position,  under  cover  of  the  2d  line  of 
General  Cotton's  brigade  of  cavalry,  which  had  been 
moved  from  the  centre,  and  of  the  1st  battalion  of 
the  48th9  which  bad  been  most  judiciously  moved  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  from  its  original  position  on 
the  heights,  as  soon  as  he  observed  the  advance  of  the 
Guards ;  and  it  was  formed  in  the  plain  and  advanced 
upon  the  enemy,  and  thus  covered  the  forming  of  Ge« 
neral  Sherbrooke's  division. 

In  this  attack,  the  whole  of  the  enemy^s  troops 
were  evidently  employed,  but  repulsed  in  all  direc- 
tions ;  and  they  immediately  commenced  their  re-^ 
treat  across  the  Alberche,  during  the  night.  This 
they  conducted  in  the  most  regular  order,  nor  would 
it  have  been  prudent  for  the  combined  aritiies  to  pur^-* 
sue  ;   they  left,  however,  in  our  possession,  twenty   , 

pieces 


in  which^  amongst  other  things,  he  strongly  reprobates  the  rapacity  of 
bis  troops ;  and  concludes  a  Phiiippid  on  the  subject  by  declaring  thut 
the  only  passions  they  bad  left  were  for  blood  and  plunder.  This  is 
pot,  perhaps,  quite  so  honest  as  Soult  is  said  to  have  been,  who,  ad- 
'  dressing  his  troops  on  the  same  subject,  declared  a  resolution  to  put 
a  stop  to  that  practice,  as  he  was  resolved  that  nobody  should  rob  in 
Portugal  but  himself ! 

Such  had  been  the  state  of  its  occupancy  by  the  French,  that  most 
of  the  inhabitants  had  shut  up  their  shops,  s6  that  few  uecevaries  and 
tio  luxuries  were  to  be  obtained  ;  thoOgh  these,  wine  in  particular^ 
were. greatly  needed/' 
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Anecdote!  of  those  tliat  fell./ 


pieces  of  c^nnon^  a  quantity  of  amQiuaition^  aod  sooui 
prisoners. 

After  so  long  aa  actioii,  ivith  more  than  double 
Dun^bers,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  loss  of  the  Brh* 
t^sh»  both  in  men  and  officers^  should  have  been  y&ty 
great.  That  of  the  enemy  was,  howe^er^  mu^b 
greater ;  as  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  the  most  posi* 
tive  inforn^ation  that  entire  brigades  of  infantry  were 
destroyed^  and  tiiat  tlie  i^attalions  which  retired  wert 
mach  reduced  in  numbers ;  their  total  loss  amounting 
at  least  to  tea  thousand  men,  that  of  the  British  beiug 
us  in  the  note  below.* 

The  French  ^  (still  numerjcaliy  superior  to  tiiB 
combined  army)  continued  to  keep  a  rear  guard  of 
^bottt  ten  thousand  men  oa  the  left  of  the  Albercbe ; 

n  r  tirhikt 


*Ori  the  side  <if  the  French,  GrcneraU  Lapfssie  and  MoHbt  w^re  kiUed 
and  Generals  Sebasiiani  and.Bouiet  vounded.  On  the  British  stdei 
Major-General  Mackenzie  and  Brigadier-General  Laogworth  «ere  kill- 
ed; whilst  Major-Qeneral  Hill  and  Brigadier-General  A.  Cdtiipbeil 
>rcre  slightly  wounded. 

.  Tlie  total  British  lesson  both  days^nfiounted  to  34  ofijcers  kiUed,  and 
IPS  wounded ;  whilst  the  se^'eants^  Ace.  4nd  rank  and  ii&e  were,  kiHed 
7€7 ;  Wounded  37 18  ;  and  9  oiiicers,  with  &U  others  misftlng;  uiakinf 
8  grand  total  of  53^7. 

Celonel  Alexander  Gordon,  of  the  ^3d  regiment,  who  fell  so  glori- 
ously en  this  hard  ibught  day,  was  woiMded  in  the  Meek  hy  a  musquet 
ball,  charging  the  efiemy  at  ibe  head  of  hisnegln^ent ;  and,  whe»  cai^ 
r}'ingo/f  the  field,  a  shdll  fell  on  him  and  killed  him  instanlly.  Colo- 
irel  Gordon  was  very  severely  wounded  in  Holland,  under  the  Mar- 
quis of  Huntly,  in  whose  regiment  he  was  at  that  time  a  captain.  He 
served  in  the  same  regiment  in  Egypt,  and  was  subsequently  appoint- 
ed aid  du-camp  to  the  Earl  of  Hardwick,  during  his  viceroyship  in 
Ireland.  He  uasson  to  the  late  Lord  Rockwelle,  a  Scottish  Lord  of 
Session,  and 'the  Countess  of  Dumfries,  and  brother  to  William  Gor- 
•<!l<»,  M.  P.  for  Worcester,  and  partner  in  the  house  of  Gordon  and 
Murphy  in  London.  Colonel  Gordon  was  iittle  more  than  33  years  of 
age. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Eoss  also,  who  gloriously  fell  at  the  head 
tif'the  grenadiercompany  of  the  2d  (orCoidstream)  regihient  of  guards, 
•was  an  officer  of  the  most  promising  talents,  and  of  an  excellent  cha- 
racter. His  death  was  universally  lamented  by  all  his  brother  ofScers^ 
and  by  numerous  friend^.  He  was  fourth  son  of  the  late  Vice-Admi- 
ral  Sir  John  Lookhsrt  Ross,  of  Balnagowan,  Bart,  so' much  famed  (of 
his  naval  exploits  whilst  captain  of  the  Tartar  frigate. 
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wbikt.  the  extreme  fatig^se  of  the  troops,  tbe  vraiit  4if 
^pro¥isioa«lt  and  the  onmber  of  woundetol  to  be  taktim 
4care  of^  obUg*ed  the  Brititdi  to  reoiain   'm  tbeir  p^^. 
•  tion  so  gallantly  defended.. 

A  reinforceiiient,  ca««istin^  ^f  Bri^ndier^rODtral 
CniMfofd'is  brtigpade,  arrived  iu  the  British  oatsp  oft 
the  29th9  in  the  morning,  and  so  great .Iva^  bi^ii  tbeir 
^nxi&ty  to  joia  im  Uie  expected  conflict,  tkntihey 
hsBfi  ActuaHy  marched  twelve  Sptvoish  feftgoeti  i«iiit()^ 
saore  than  tweitty<-fotn*  hours;  and  en  the  f^h^'^f 
July,  ah(M]i  eleven  o'clock  at  nig4»t,  lhe:enemy  wi^it* 
drew  tlieir  f^ar-^piikandy.  which  had  been  ported  oa  tl^e 
beights  oh  i-h^  Jeft  of  the  Aiberche,  th^  w^oleajraijr 
j^archiDg  towards  iSanta  Olalla,  as  :if  with  a  view  id 
iaking  up  a  position  ia  (the  vicinity  of  €ruatle(rania« 

Imi»€;diately  after  the  battle  of  Talaveras  Sir  Ajti- 
thar  Wellesley  was  declared  Generali^sirno  ^'  the 
Spanish  aniiies,  a  circumstance  which  it  was  hoped 
would  ^produce  miore  unity  of  desigo  in  -th^  Spai»^4i 
proceedings,  both  civil  .ttnd  military* 

The  ea&traordinary  fatigues  and  exertions  be  had 
^ndergoiie  bad,  however,  brought  on  an  agiiie  and  fer 
^ett  60  that  it  was  neoesaary  that  he  should  remove 
for  some  time  to  Lisbon  for  the  benefit  of  the  air. 

On  tfee  aSth  of  July^  the  very  day  oi  tine  memora- 
Me  batde,  his  brother  the  Marquis  of  Welle^y^  latid^ 
ed  atC!adiz  irom  on  board  a  British  frigate,  and  wa8  . 
reeeived  with  the  mast  enthusiastic  joy  by  all  raok^. 
A  v:a«t  multitude  flocked  down  to  the  landing  place  to 
reeeivehim,  ajid  his  carriage  wasdrawn  by.thepopa- 
lace,  a  tiling  almost  unheard  of  in  Spain. 

iEvery  public  honour  that  could  be  shewa  to  hitn* 
as  ambassador  extraordinary  from  Great  Britain, 
and'as  brother  to  the  illustrious  general,  was  j^x- 
iubited.  On  the  7th  of  August  a  grand  entertaiptnent 
was  prepared,  at  which  the  Marquis  with  his  suite, 
iiie  beads  .of  the  government,  the  army,  navy,  aa4 
other  departments/  both  native  and  British,  were  all 

a»ieflibled. 
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assembled,  together  with  the  Sicilian  ambassador, 
the  Pope's  nancio,  several  of  the  first  Spanish  gran- 
dees; and,  in  fact,  every  person  of  respectability,  con- 
nected with  the  two  nations. 

Patriotic  toasts  were  given  to  enliven  the  scene, 
and  the  most  brilliant  theatric  decorations  were  after- 
"wards  presented. 

On  the  10th  the  marquis  set  out  for  Seville,  where 
be  was  received  with  everv  mark  of  respect  by  the 
Supreme  Junta,  to  whom  he  earnestly  recommended 
that  measures  should  be  taken  ,  to  pursue  a  more  vi* 
gorous  system  for  the  effectual  co-operation  of  the 
Spanish  armies  against  their  invaders;  whilst  at  the 
same  time  he,  with  great  prudence  and  propriety,  de- 
clined giving  any  advice  as  to  their  i^ivil  forms  of  go- 
Ternment,  or  even  respecting  the  proposal  for  a  Re- 
gency ;  a  line  of  conduct  fully  adequate  to  convince 
the  people  of  Spain  that  Great  Britain  only  inter- 
fered for  her  welfare,  in  common  with  the  great  ques- 
tion of  public  liberty  in  Europe,  without  the  slightest 
wish  to  interfere  in  her  questions  of  domestic  policy 
or  internal  regulation,  and  also  proving  that  tne  in- 
troduction of  an  English  army  into  Spain  was  solely 
for  her  defence  against  foreign  invasion. 

Notwithstanding  the  successful  defence  of  Tala- 
Tera,  amounting,  in.  fact,  in  itself  to  a  signal  vic- 
tory, though  not  so  in'  its  consequences.  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  found  himself  shortly  afterwards  obliged 
to  fall  back,  and  take  a  defensive  position  on  the 
{I^gus  at  Deleytosa  and  its  vicinity.  As  much  of 
the  success  of  the  British  army,  or,  at  least  of  itiT 
power  to-  take  advantage  of  its  own  victories,  de- 
pended on  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Spaniards, 
trot  only  indeed  in  a  military,  but  in  a  civil  point  of 
view,  it  is  necessary  to  go  a  little  into  the  detail  of 
that  state  of  affairs  which  rendered  such  a  retreat  ne- 
cessary, after  so  much  blood  had  been  shed,  imd  so 
much  glory  gained. 

It  appears^  then^  that  when  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
8  .first 
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first  entered  Spain  he  had  a  communication  with 
General  Cuesta,  respectinjf  the  occupation  of  two 
points  on  the  Tagas,  the  Puerto  de  Banos,  and  the 
Puerto  de  Penalesj  on  which  it  was  arranged  that  the 
former  should  be  occupied  hy  a  Spanish  force  under 
the  Marqms  de  la  Reyna,.  whilst  the  latter  should  be 
held  by  the  Duque  du  Parque,  with  a  defechment 
frora  the  garrison  of  Cmdad  Rodrigo.  With  respect 
to  the  iulbUraent  of  the  latter  part  of  the  arrange- 
raent  the  British  general  had  some  doubt,  fearinir 
that  garrison  not  capable  of  sparing  a  sufficient  force  -  • 
and  he  therefore  wro,te  to  Marshal  Beresford,  some' 
days  before  the  battle  of  Talavera.  to  keef,  an  eve 
opon  It:  but  w,th  respect  to  Puerto  de  Banos.  a  post 
of  great  importance  be  had  no  doubt  of  its  secuf.tv 
Cuesta  having  agreed  to  preserve  it  by  largedeta«t 
ment  fronr,  his  army.  Two  days,  however,  after  the 
battle,  mtelligence   was  received   at   Talavera  that 

J^'^f*  no'r"  ^'*^  ^^'''"  ordered  at  Fuente  Dueno*. 
for  the  28th,  and  24,000  at  Los  Santos  for  the  sa^S 
days,  for  a  French  corps,  which,  it  was  believed,  wa» 
on  Its  march  to  Puerto  de  Banos. 

On  this  occasion  Cuesta  expressed  considerable 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  this  p„8t.  and  proposed  to 
Sir  Authnr  that  Sir  Robert  Wilson  should  V^sent 
there  «;|th  the  coij,«;  but  though  Sir  Robert  wastbat 
day  at  lalavera,  yet  h.s  corps  was.in  the  raountaios 
towards  Lscalona ;  and  as  he  had  already  made  him- 
self  very  useful  m  that  quarter,  and-had  even  beeo 
near  Madrid,  with  which  dty  he  bad  kept  up  seme 
communication.  Sir  Aythur  was  anxious  to  continue 
those  services,  and  therefore  proposed  that  Cuesta 
«hoi>ld  immediately  detach  a  Spanish  force  to  the 
post  that  was  threatened,  ^ut  though  Cuesta  admit- 
ted  th4- necessity  of  a  reinforcement  being  sent,  and 
confessed  himself  fully  sensible  of  the  propriety  ef 
continuing  Sir  Robert  Wilson's  exertions  in  their, 
former  quarter,  still  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
detac  n  a,  part  gt  his  own  army. 

*^'  '^^  Havio^ 
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Having  at  that  period  no  further  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  advance,  Sir  Arthur  was  in  hopes  that  they 
might  he  deterred  from  their  project  by  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  defeat  of  their  main  body ;  or  at  least 
that  the  garrison  at  the  post  would  be  capable  of  their 
own  defence.  On  the  30th,  however,  lie  'again  re- 
newed his  application  to  Cnesta,  but  without  effect : 
nor  was  it  until  t^e  2nd  of  August  that  h^  could  be 
prevailed  op  to  detach  General  Bassecourt,  and  that 
aflber  intelligence  had  arrived  of  the  enemy  having^ 
entered  Beiar,  and  when  it  was  obvious  that  no  de- 
fence would  be  made  by  the  troops  in  the  Poeito. 

On  the  2d  of  August  intelligence  was  received  of 
the  enemy  having  entered  Placentia  in  two  columns; 
and  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Reyna,  whose  two  batta- 
lions did  not  amount  to  more  thati  tfOO  men,  with  only 
about  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition  each,  had  re* 
tired  from  the  Puerto  and  Placentia,  without  firing  a 
shot,  and  bad  ^one  to  the  bHdge  of  Almaraz  which 
he  ^declared  be  intended  to  remove ;  when  the  batta- 
lions at  Bejar  dispersed  without  making  any  resist- 
ance. 

As  soon  as  this  intelligence  was  known,  Cuesta 
then  thought  proper  to  apply  to  Sijr  Arthur  Welies- 
ley,  proposing  that  half  of  the  army  should  mafch 
to  the  rear  to  oppose  the  enemy,  whilst  the  other 
half  should  maintain  the  post  atTalavera;  to  which 
the  British  general  answered,  that  if  by  **  half  the 
army'^  he  n>eant  half  of  each  army,  he  could  only 
epiy  that  he  was  ready  to  go,  or  to  stay,  with  the 
whole  British  army,  but  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
separate  it.  Cuesta  then  wished  that  Sir  Arthur 
should  choose  between  the  two,  when  he  preferred 
to  go,,  thinking  that  the  British  troops  were  most 
likely  to  do  the  business  effectually  and  without  con* 
test  I  and  from  being  of  opinion  that  to  open  the 
communication  through  t^lacentia,  although  very  im- 
port8^lt  to  the  ^Spaniards,'  was  still  of  kpore  import- 

•■    '  '  •      .       ance 
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-.ance  to  the  British  army :  with    whicii  deciisioo  Ge- 
neral Cuesta  appeared  perfectly  satisBed. 

But  the  movements  of  the  maio  body  of  the  Frenoh 
Rrmy,  ever  sin^e  the  Istof  Aiiguat»  bad  induced  ^ir 
Arthur  to  b^  of  opinion,  that,  on  despairing  of  forcer 
ipg  the  posts  at  Talavera^  they  intended  to  eff&ct  a 
passage  by  Escalona,  and  ;tbus  to  open  a  communicai- 
lion  with  the  French  corps  coming  from  Placentia. 
This  suspicion  was  coiifirni^d  on  the  night  of  the  2d^9 
.by  communications  from  Sir  Robert  Wilson ;  when 
Sir  Arthur  Weliesley,  prepared  for  every  chance, 
immediately  waited  ujion  General  O'Donoghue,  and 
pointed  put  to  him  the  passibility  that,  in  case  the 
/eaemy  came    through    Escalona*    General    Cuesta 

9  at  2  would 


*  *  The  gallant  and  judicious   Sir  Robert  Wilson,  who  has   dtstio* 

gaished  himself  so  much  both  in  the  literary  and  military  worlds^  is 

the  son  of  aa  eminest  historical  paioter,  Mr.  Renjamin  WiUon;  who, 

aiM>ut  die  middle  of  the  \z$t  ceoUiry,  resided  in  X>regt  Queen  Street 

London;  and  disputed  the  palm  with  Hudson  and  Ramsi^y,  the  ilwo 

Ynost  popular  artists  of  that  day.    Sir  Robert  was  the  youngest  son,  and 

^a«  educated  at  Winchester  and  Westminster  schools,  at  the  latter 

lOf  which  places  an  antedote  is  preserved  of  his  early  fm4itary  bias; 

ki^,  having  heard  Uiat  his  Majesty,  would  have  a  ^rand  njenew  a. 

Cesar's  camp  on  Bagshot's  Heath,  the  youthful  aspirant  after  fame  ac-o 

tually  hired  a  poney,  and,  with  the  immense  sura  of  few  shillings, 

•broke  from   his  fonn  to  enjoy  the  spleador  of  the  scene.     Fate  and 

his  father  designed  him  for  the  civil  warfare  of  ttie<x>ui^of  Law-; 

but  inclination  got  the  belter -of  prudence,  And  the  considerate  j(dnd«. 

ness  of  a  married  sister  enabled  him  to  join  the  larroy  in  Flanders, 

Xwliere  his  brother-in-law.  Colonel  Bos  well,  waskiUed,)  he  being  thejti 

«nly  siicteen  years  of  age,  and  of  course  uhable  to  draw   upon  his 

owB  fortune,  feis  €ather  •being. dead.     Here  he  began  his  career  as  cor- . 

net  in  tiie  f5th  dragooons,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  aij  the  active 

scenes  of  ihe  various  wars  arising  out  of  the  French  Revolution,  haying 

aho  been  engaged  in  several  important   military  missions.     His  per»> 

isonal  sIkiU  and  gallantry  are  snfliciently  proved  by  the  fact,  that,  in 

'4be  brilliant  affair  of  Vi Hers  en  Couche,  heviras  one  of  the  oHicers 

present  when    170  British  dra^oon^,  under  the  command   of  Major 

•  Aylet,  actually  cit  their  way  through  10,000  Frenchmen,  and  killed 
from  800'to  1 200«  besides  taking  three  pieces  of  cannon* 

.  'We  married  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Beresfbrd,  niece  of  the  late  Sir 
Adam  Will ianraon;  and,  in  1809  and  40,  .organised  the  {.usitanian 
Jiegion,  yrhich  so  often  distinguished  itself. 
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.  would  be  obligfed  to  evacuate  Talavera  before  Shr 
Arthur  should  be  able  to  return  to  him  ;  he  therefoi^ 
iirg-ed  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to  collect  all  the 
carts  he  possibly  could^  in  order  to  remove  the  British 
-sick  and  wounded,  and  he  further  put  the  purport  of 
the  communication  in  writing,  in  order  to  belaid  be- 
fore General  Cuesta. 

Havings  arranged  every  thing,  with  every  attention 
in  his  power,  to  the  security  of  the  British  bospitalst 
Sir  Arthur  commenced  bis  n^arrh  on  the  3d  to  Oro* 
pesa;  and,  hearing  that  General  Bassecoiirt^s  Spanish 
corps  was  at  Cantinello,  he  sent  orders  for  it  to  halt 
there  the  next  day,  jn  order  that  he  might  be  nearer 
to  it;  but  about  five  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  be 
received  intelligence  that  the  French  had  arrived 
from  Flacentia  at  Naval  Moral,  by  which  moveuient 
they  got  between  him  and  the  bridge  of  Almaraz; 
and,  about  an  hour  afterwards,  he  received  a  letter 
from  General  O'Donoghue,  informing  htm  of  the 
intention  of  General  Cuesta  to  evacuate  Talafera 
that  evening,  and  to  leave  there  tbe  British  bospitatl, 
excepting  such  men  as  could  be  moved  by  the  means 
he  already  possessed ;  and  this  on  the  ground  of  his 
apprehensions,  that  Sir  Arthur  was  not  strung  enough 
for  the  corps  coming  from  Placentia,  and  that  the 
enemy  was  moving  upon  bis^flank  and  had  returned 
to  Santa  Oialla,  in  his  front. 

.  Irritated  at  such  weakness  of  conduct,  and  fully 
convinced  that  snch  reasons  were'quite  ihsufficient  for 
giving  up  such  an  important  post  at  Talavera,  and 
tbus^exposing  the  combined  army  to  an  attack  in  front 
and  rear  at  the  same  time,  Sir  Arthur  wrote  imme- 
diately to  Cuesta ;  but  he  had  begun  his  march  befofp 
he  received  it,  and  he  arrived  at  Oropesa  on  the  mornr 
ing  of  the  4th,  as  if  convinced  that  safety  was  only 
practicable  under  the  wing  of  the  British  army. 

Thus  situated  Sir  Arthur  had  only  his  cjioice  of 
evils.  On  one  view  of  the  question,  the  enemy,  stated 
^o  i>e  thirty  thousand  strpug,  but  at  all  events  consistr 
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\ng^  of  the  corps  of  Soult  and  Ney,  either  united,  or 
Dot  very  distant  from  each  other,  and  supposed  by 
Marshal  Jourdan  and  Joseph  Buonaparte  to  be  sut- 
ficiently  strong  tp  attack  the  British  army,  though 
stated  at  25,000,  ruuchmore  than  its  number,  were  on 
one  ^ide,  in  possession  of  the  high  road  to  the  pass* 
age  of  the  Tagus  at  Ahuaraz,  the  bridge  at  which 
place  had  indeed  been  removed,  but  the  boats  still 
remaining  on  the  rjver.  On  the  other  view  of  the 
question  the  British  general  had  reason  to  expect  tbo 
advance  of  Victor's  corps  to  Talavera  as  soon  as  Ge- 
neral Cuesta's  retreat  should  be  known :  and  even 
atler  leaving*  twelve  thousand  men  to  watch  General^ 
Vanegas,  and  allowing  from  ten  to  eleven  thousand 
to  have  been  killed  in  tlie  late  battle,  still  would  there 
have  remained  25,000  men. 

From  this  difficult  situation  then  he  could  only  es- 
tricate  the  combined  armies  by  great  celerity  of 
movement,  (to  which  the  troops  were  unequal,  as 
they  had  notjiad  their  aljowance.of  provisions  for  se- 
veral days,)  and  by  their  success  in  two  battles:  but, 
if  unsuccessful  in  either,  all  retreat  would  then  have 
been  cut  off,  whilst  if  Soult  and  Ney  bad  avoided  an 
action,  and  retired. before  him,  waiting  the  arrival  of 
Victor,  then  they  would  have  been  exposed  to  a  ge- 
neral action  with  dp,000  men,  equally  without 
a  retreat. 

r  He  had  also  reason  to  expect  that  as  the  Marquin 
de  la  Reyna  €ould  not  remove  the  boats  from  the  river 
at  Almaraz,  they  would  be  destroyed  by  Souh  :  his 
only  mode  of  retreat,  therefore,  was  by  the  bridge  of 
Arzobispo;  and  if  he  had  moved  bu,  the  enemy,  by 
breaking  that  bridge  while  the  army  slnmld  be  eu^ 
gaged  with  Soult  and  Ney^,  would  thus  have  deprived 
them  even  of  that  resource. 

At  OjTQp^s^^^  he  could  not  take  a  position,  because 

by 

^  .4th  Avgu^t.    AVje  Jeft  Oropesa  about  nine  this  morning,  and,  in* 
stead  of  retracifif^  our  former  steps,  turned  to  the  eastj  and  arrived  on 

the 
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by  that  be  would  leave  open  the  road  to  the  bridge  of 
Arzobispo,  from  Talavera  l>y  Calera ;  and,  therefore, 
After  considering  the  whole  subject  maturely,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  advisable  to  retire  to  the  Anso- 
bispo  bridge,  and  there  to  take  up  a  defensive  posi- 
tion on  the  Tagus,  considering  that  the  sooner  the 
defensive  line  should  be  taken  up^  the  more  likely  the 
troops  would  be  able  to'defend  it;  particularly  as  the 
French  army  when  combined  would,  at  leasts  amount 
,to  sixty  two  thousand. 

On  tills  principal  he  marched  on  the  4th  of  August, 

and 


tKe  P«erto  del  Arcobispo,  where  tb«re  is  a  k>ng  straggling  village  on 
the  TaUvera  side  of  the  water:  the  bridge  itself  has  eleven  arches, 
and  two  towers.  The  Tagus  here  divides  the  provinces  of  listrema- 
dura  and  Toledo  ;  it  is  .about  sixty  yards  wide,  atid  runs  with  great 
▼ekxnty  over  a  roug^  ami  ixicky  bed.  We  hutted  for  the  mgbt  on  the 
banks  of  it^  in  a  forest  of  oaks,  where  a  considerable  qnantitv  of  com 
was  growing,  though  the  soil  is  stony  and  bad  ;  here  were  we  met  by 
m  Duniber  of  men  from  the  hospitals  at  Talavera,  all  such  as  wereena- 
,  bled  to  waUc,  pr  be  otherwise  fnoved,  (amounting,  I.foe!teve,  to  learly 
SO0t>,}  boding  been  brougbt  away  topvevent  their  filing  into  die  ene- 
jny'»  hands,  . 

5tli.  Our  march  this  day  was  unattended  by  any  thing  remarkable, 
lexcept  Its  excessive  length,  an^  the  consequent  fatigue  to  the  troops, 
Inany  of  whom  ane  falling  sick  from  fatigu^v  »nd  want  of  food.  We 
mordied  aikloag  leagues,  and  rested  for  the  night  in  the  neighboar- 
tiood  of  a  village  at  no  great  distance  from  tlve  river  GauUga.  Oo  tJie 
6th  we  proceeded  about  four  leagues;  the  roads  dreadfully  had,  and 
the  difficulty  and  fatiguef  in  forwarding  the  artillery  excessive.  I 
vttte  this  ftom  tfa^  banks  of  a  nvtilct  called  ihc  $boa,  where  we  hare 
halted  for  the  nigbt,  and  from  whence  there  is  the  rooatcboedless  pios- 
pect  of  rocky  hills  and  barren  plains  I  ever  beheld ; 

'*  Whilst  wilds,  immeasurably  spread^ 

Seem  fength'ning  as  we  go.^— 

7<h.  Of  this  day's  march,  though  but  four  mt(e^,  lean  only  fiiy> 
that  tlie  fatigues  surpassed  those  of  yesterday — 

"  As  up  the  steep  of  many  a.  mountain's  «de, 
We  wound,  with  toilsome  in-arch,  oar  ton  j  array/' 

Men  and  horses  were  exhausted;  many  of  the  former  are  con9ei|ueDt- 
Jy'very  511,  and  twenty  of  the  latter  lie  dead  upon  the  road  ;  not  a  drop' 
0f  wine  or  spirits  to  be  had  to  recruit  our  strength ;  nor  have  we  tasted. 
^^4  or  vegetables  for4»a4iy  4ays/' 
♦  ..  Joufnal  iff  ^tm-tifiter. 
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and  crossed  the  Tajjus  by  the  bijidg^e  of  Arzoblspo, 
continu'mg"  his  route  tu  0el6ytosa,  in  vvliich  hereon* 
sidered  hihaself  well  situated,  to  defend  the  passage 
of  the  Altnaraz  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  Tag^s. 

About  two  thousand  of  the  wounded  were  brought 
away  by  the  Spaniards  from  the  Talav era,  butfifteea 
hundred  still  remained  there;  and  Sir  Arthur,  though 
justly  oflfended  at  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  had 
nevertheless  the  liberal  candour  to  acknowledge  that 
he  doubted  whether  uuder  any  circumstances  it 
would  have  been  possible,  or  cousistaot  with  huma^ 
nity,  to  have  removed  them; 

He  had,  therefore,  only  this  consolation,  that  from 
the  treatment  which  some  of  the  soldiers  wounded  ori 
the  27tb  of  the  preceeding  month,  and  who  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  th^  enemy,  experienced  from  them; 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  he  himself  had  always 
treated  the  wounded  who  had  fallen  into  his  bands, 
he  had  reason  to  expect  that  these  poor  fellows  would 
be  well  treated  ;  and  also,  as  he  himself  very  justly 
and  feelingly  expressed  it,  that  cit-cum stances  over 
which  he  bad,  and  couki  have,  no  controul,  had  alone 
placed  the  arntiy  in  such  a  situation  as  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  them  behind. 

A  few  days  after  this  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  trans- 
mitted a  letter  to  the  French  Commander-in-Chief, 
in  which  he  requested  his  care  and  attention  to  the 
wounded  ofiicers  and  soldiers,  who  had  fallen  into  his 
hands,  in  return  for  the  care  and  attention  which  he 
h^d  invariably  paid  to  those  of  the  French  whpm  he 
had  got  possesision  of  at  different  times;  he  also  re^ 
quested  that  money  might  be  permitted  to  be  sent  M 
the  officers,  and  that  medical  men  might  be  received 
to  take  care  of  the  British  soldiers,  &c«  r 

To  this  request  Marshal  Mortier  sent  a  very  civil 
answer,  promising  that  every  care  should  be  tafken, 
and  every  attention  paid,  to  the  wounded,  but  declin- 
ing any  answer  to  the  other  points,  4jntit  be  should 
transmit  them  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  A  day 
•      5  or 
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or  two  afterwards  a  British  commissary  who  had  been 
taken  prisoner^  allowed  to  come  away,  reported 
that  the  British  officers  and  soldiers  were  doing  re-^ 
markably  well,  and  that  they  were  not  only  well  fed,, 
and  well  taken  care  of,  but  in  fact  preferably  to  the 
I^rench  troops !  ^ 

Situated 


*  Wh«n  Sir  Arthur  Weliesley  inarched  from  Talavera^  Sir  Robeit 
Wilson,  tbeii  ou  the  detached  service  al  Escalona,  was  )>ut  in  com- 
siuntcatlon  with  General  Cue&ta  ;  and,  having  marched  through  the 
mountains  as  far  as  Bancs,  was  there  attacked  by  the  French  corps  of 
Marshal  Ney  ;  and,  though  defeated  by  a  superior  force,  beseems  io 
li4ve  con<Ui€ted  himself  with  great  gallantry  and  coolness ;  for  whilst 
he  was  on  his  march,  in  the  morning  of  the  12tb  of  August,  on  the 
road  to  restore  his  comtnunications  with  the  allied  army,  a  peaseant  as- 
sured him  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  dust,  which  he  perceived  in 
the  road  of  Placentia,  proceeded  from  the  inarch  of  a  body  of  the 
enemy.  He  immediately  returned  and  took  post  in  front  of  Ikno^. 
with  his  picquets  in  advance  of  Aldea  Nueva,  selecting  such  points 
lor  the  defence  as  the  exigency  of  the  time  permitted.  The  cneuiy'* 
cavalry  advanced  on  the  high  road^  and  drove  back  his  small  cavalry 
posts;  but  a  picquet  of  Spanish  infantry  which  he  had  conceaieri» 
poured  in  our  heavy  cavulry  a  steady  and  well  directed  nre,  killing  and: 
wounding  many  of  them.  At  this  period  200  Spanish  infantry,  who 
Were  in  advance  before'  Aldea  Nueva,  t^ntinued,  under  the  direction 
of  Colonel  Grant  and  their  officers,  to  maintain  the  ground  most  gal- 
lantly, until  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  mounted  chasseurs,  in  considera* 
ble  bodies,  appeared  on  both  Aauks^  when  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
treat. 

These  troops  now  advanced  in  great  numbers  in  every  direction,  and 
pushed  to  cut  off  the  legion  posted  between  Aldea  Nueva  and  Baoos ; 
but,  by  the  steady  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men*  the  enemy  could 
oi^ly  advance  gradually,  and  with  a  very  severe  loss  from  the  com* 
oianding  fire  thrown  on  them.  At  this  critical,  juncture,  however,  the 
Merida  battalion  gave  way  on  the  right,  and  thus  laid  open  a  road 
which  cut  behind  the  main  position  of  Sir-  Robert's  corps,  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  order  a  retreat  on  the  heights  above  Banos,  when  he 
again  felt  fhe  necessity  of  sending  a  detachment  to  scour  the  road  of 
Xlonte  Major,  by  which  he  saw  the  enemy  directing  a  cohinin.  At 
thi<  period  Don  Carlos,  IMarquis  de  Espagne,  came  up  with  hisbat- 
lalKon  of  tight  infantry*  and  in  the  most  gallant  jnanner  took  post  along 
the  heights  commanding  the  road  of  Banos,  whiciT  enabled  Sir  Robert 
to  send  some  of  the  Merida  battalion  on  the  mountain. to  the  left  so  a« 
to  oommand  the  main  rbad  which  the  enemy  had  atten)pted  to  ascend. 

The  marquis's  battalion  of  light  infantry,  and  the  detachment  of 
the  k^iv>Q  on  its  ri^ht  continued,  notwithslanding  the  enemy's  fire  of 

aitillery 
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^toated  as  Sir  Artbor  WeUe«tey  now  waa^  distress 
tfaroagh  want  of  provisions,  and  its  oonfieqnent  eflfect*> 
obliged  him  to  move  towards  the  frontiers  of  Portu- 
gal in  order  to  refresh  his  troops,  where  he  had  every 
reason  to  expect  that  he  might  be  supplied  with  every 

thing  he  wanted.*  rru 

14.  2r  ^he 


i," 


artillery  and  masqaetry  to  maintaia  their  ground  :  but  at  •wo^d«* 
ta  the  e«eaiflg  three  ootumn*  of  the  e«eniy  moiiiited  the  hngh*  <» 
'  the  left,  gained  It,  and  pouied  ib  twjh  lie  *■  the  tiw^  bdow,  that 
longet  defence  waa  imptasticable,  and  the  whole  were  obliged  to  re- 
torn  on  the  mountaint  on  the  left,  leating  open  the  main  road,  aMig: 
which  a  connderable-body  of  cavalry  unmedlatdy  poured.  1  he  toat- 
talioa  of  Sevnie  bad  been  left  at  bqw.  with  order*  to  follow  the  pro- 
posed  march  of  Sir  Robert  WUion'i  detachnjent ;  but  when  he  was 
forced  to  return,  aiid  the  action  commeneed,  it  was  ordered  to  Banos  to 
watch  the  Monte  Major  road,  and  the  heightt  in  rear  of  the  lefU 
When  the  enemy',  cavahy  came  near  to  tbi«  battalion,  an  offi^f"^ 
•ome  dragoont  called  xiut  *»  the  eomtttanding  officer  to  iarrend<^ ;  DW 
a  T«»Uey  killed  him  and  hisparty,  when  the  battalion  P"*"***"**? 
mount  the  heighlt.  in  which  movement  it  was  att«*ed  and  sufroonde* 
by  a  column  of  cavalry,  and  a  column  of  infantry,  but  cot  it.  way 
ttowgh  and  cleared  it^lf,  kiffing  a  great  many  of  the  enemy,  espe- 

*'Afte^'fi^8Um2*of  nine  hours,  and  without  artillery.  Sir  Kabsft 
was  obliged  to  retreat :  but  this  he  did  in  go^d  otder,  though  in  the 

.  '^M  ,S;  i;^n;^ThJ?  dS  proceeded,  or  rath,  recede*.  »bout 
three  leagues,  and  butted  in  a  di.mal  valky  on  the  bank,  of  the  O. 
m^te  rifer,  distant  abouta  mile  and  a  Aalf  from  the  village  of  Je«. 
c  80  This  village,  like  most  other,  which  1  have  seen  in  Spam.  con«st. 
of^an  ov^rg,l,«n  'church,  and  a  cluster  of  Vf-'y^A^T^f-' 
dwelling.  ;  the  church  here  as  been  gutted,  and  degraded  in  a  stable , 
but  it.  roof  is  of  very  handsome  Gothic  construction.  _ 

"  TVuxiUo.  AvRust  26lA.  This  a  consiaerable  town,  capabje  olcoo- 
tainiS^n  o  tweie  tbousaml  inhabitant.;  it  is  built  upoh  an  emv 
!.!.nrP  commanded  by  a  large  Moorish  castle,  artd  >urrounded  by  a 
^«t  t«S7^ky  a/d  unpildoctive  land.  It  contains  a^  sFC>«h» 
I^ai  Lattrsufro^nded  by  piazzas.  In  this  sq-are  is  the  family 
:^Sn  of  &.  this  bdn'g  his  birth  place  ;  and  it  is  the  best  house 

"  «  ThTre'are  besides  several  handsome  monasteries  an4  chorcbe. ;  in 
one  of  the  liter  (that  dedicated  to  Santa  Maria:>  is  a  p  am  marble 
Tbt  menS^i  the  warrior,  -"ose  deed,  and  m  .deeds  a«  *eU 
known  Hne  is  also  another  tablet  to  a  nephew  of  the  no  Irt.  celt. 
tS  but  much  more  harmtess.    Cervantes.    The  M*e««r  of  ihl. 
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•Am*  -^ 


Anecdotes  df  the  march. 


The  sneceeditig* events  of  the  year  required  but  lit- 
tle further 'iUustration ;  it  ib  .sufficient,  tlierefore,  taeb'» 
serve  that  part  of  this  French  army,  under  SelxistiaDi^ 

fell 

church,  particularly  tbe  roof,  exhibits  the  most  beautifuT  specimen «f 
Gothic  architecture  I  ever  beheld;  it  appears  to  have  been  vcey  re* 
cently  and  completely  repaired ;  but  being  now,  like  many  other  re- 
ligious houses  in  tra  dWBlrf;  conv€rteittD  arbwraclr,  Tt-w;-|fcar,  In  a 
/air  way  of  dilapidation*  .       •.  j     . 

"23d  to  Madeiil^  the  approach  t^whiehh^va  v^ry  striking  appear* 
ance»  coming  suddenly  u(ioni4lieJi^QMaC  the  wide  anji  .wiiKJingpua* 
dtana.'  On  the  summit  of  a  ft)ck,  ,on  tii^pppo^ite  Uaiik,.  is  a  large 
9nd  very  handsome  Muorish  castle,,  vrhitst^jM^e  janie  .vi<;^i{: presents  oat. 
of  the  most  beautifui  bridges  I.eiHtr  s^w.  rTIt^  Gu«uliaii^  is  tbe  second 
fargesi  river  in  Spain,  and* is  wide;  but  shall<»w,  i^  1(11  s  place  ;  not 
used,  here  at  least,  for  tbe  purposiiig  jpf  ^avigatiqn.  The  Moorish 
•castle  stands  in  a  most  command ing.^il^ation^  -and  contains  within  its 
;Mralls  a  churchy  an  ample  amphithealre,  ^nd  many  monastic  c<?lh ;  ail 
at  this  tine  desolate  and  deserted.  Thf;]i)ridge  .  hits  twenty  very  finely 
turned  arches/of  different  sizes,  but  elegant,' symmetry  ;  uj^on  a  sinaU 
•caolumn.  erected  abofc  the  largest  arch,  is  a  splended  coat  of  arms  «ur- 
jounded  by  a  cocooel*  and  beneath  these  are  the  numerous  names  and 
titles  of  a  nobleman  who -caused  it  to  be  built. 
-  ''From  the  oastle  is  a  most  commanding  view,  comprising  sevea 
towns,  and  a  most  extensive  plain,  which  plain  is  formed  into  a  sort  of 
emicircle  by  a  chain^of  distant  mountains  ;  ail  this  part  of  Spain 
seems  to  be  divided  by  naiure  into  these  sorts  of  districts  or  sections. 
7^he  village  or  town  of  Madetin  is  but  a  poor  place,  though  someN^bat 
superior  to  those  we  have  lately  passed  through. 

*'  24th  August.  Fjx>m  Madelin  to  Merida  we  had'  a  very  Jong  march 
of  six  leagues. 

''  Merida  stands  upon  the  Guadiana,  and  is  the  largest  and  best  town 
I  have  seen  since  quitting  1  alavera.  This  river  here  is  broader  and 
deeper  than  at  Madelin,  and  from  the  length  of  the  bridge  must  be 
extremely  wide  ih  the  winter  8easoo.\  This  bridge  has  no  less  than 
iifty  six  arches  ;  but  one  third  of  them  are  at  present  dry  ;  in  none  of 
them  is  there  thu  least  regularity  of  architecture  or  beauty  of  symme- 
try—there is  less  appearance  of  desolation  in  this  town,  and  more  qf 
cultivation  in  its  vicinity,  than  I  have  an^  were  witnessed  throughout 
Spain.  Of  the  churches  here,  the  usual  resort  of  both  idle  and  curious 
travellers,  lean  as  y^t  say  nothing,  as  their  doors  are  this  day  stu- 
diously barred  against  us :  but  as  I  understand  we  halt  here  for  a  few- 
days,  I  may  probably  gain  access  to  them. 

*'  September  1st.  Having  halted  this  day,  I  have  had  ample  time  to 
visit  the  place;  but  the  churches  offer  nothing  worth  writing  about.— 
The  town  is  well  worth  exploring,  however,  by  travellers,  as  it  possesses 
the  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  an  aqueduct,  and  many  other  liomra 
antiquities."  Journal ttf  an  Officer. 
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Raj»ed  to  the  Peerage.  [    ' 


fell  ioy  OP  the  l)th  of  August*  with  General  Vanegas, 
and  his  Spanish  army,  at  Almonacid,  and  infiicted  • 
up^ji  ^im  a  totftlirdefeat ;  y^  ot}f  the  eastern  coast  of 
Sj>ain  the  French  v?er6  not  so  suiwpessfal,.  and  were- 
particulsirly  'Che,cke(^  by  the  desttraction  of .  convoy^V 
destined  for  Barcelona*:  by, the  ^sqfiadron^  iijkdei>iiiercl^ 
Cotiingwoodon  theSStho^  0ctab#r<  ,«,:;[    '.-■ 

.When  the  jpt^lige^iee  pf.^khe  batUe  ^of  .Tjiatera! 
reached  thi*<cpontry,/  tbe..a^lmiratiQn.  ^  tbe^eiBpire 
was  excited  by  the  .gallant  conduct  of  the  Coalman* 
der-in-^hie^  a^d  bis  brsive  tropps.  ,.  The  i^siia,!  tha^nks 
were  igivea  by  the  LegMature,  ^d  j»ri?ate  ^obscrip^. ' 
tions^  took  place  a«  usual  for  the  won nndedf  and  forttie 
benefit 'of-the  widows  and  orphans  oi  those  whoso 
gjorioiisiy  fell  pq  that.day.  , 

,JL  mtkc)^  of  royal  approbation  was  alsomore  pecu* 
liarly  ea^tanded  to.  Sir  Arthur  Weilesley,  who,  on 
the  26th  of  August  in  this  y6ar,  (1809,)  was  elevated 
to  the  digi^ity  of  the  peerage  of  the  jCfnited  lilmpirfei, 
by  die. title  of  yiscount  WeJltogton  of 'Talavera,  and 
of'WeHin^bn,  and  Baron  Douro  of  Welleste^  in  the  • 
county  of  Somerset.* 

Xiord  Wellington^  isooi^afler  the  retreat  qf  his  army, 
suffered  severely  from  the  faiignes  of  the  caiidpaign  3 
tmt  his  health  being  r^-establifi^hed  in  October  he  was 
aboifit  that  time  appointed  by  the  Regency  Captain- 
Geperal  qf  all  the  forces  serving  in  Portugal ;  and  his 
army  was  now  in  excellent  order,  having  all  provis]on.s 
and  stores  supplied  from  Lisbon  and  Abrantes. 

<>it  the  Spanish  side,  the  French  made  themselves 

m^^ier^.of  Hosuilrich  on  the  8th  of  November ;  and 

otijthe'ldth  of  the  same  month  Genera]  Arrisaga  was 

^      '  2n2  attacked 


<•. 


#>'  ft  it  worthy  or  remark,  that  the  motto  of  the  family  of  Wellesley 
is.  **  Uftica  vtrius  necessaria*'-i^or  rirtue  alone  is  necesmry  ;  but  Jjdrd 
Weii'mf^on  hftvjn^.  adopted  a  new  motto  on  his  creation,  **  Forro 
ununi  neresftariiim"*— One  ilUng  more  is  necessary,  his  J^iordship  iias 
shevt-n  Uimselfcapal>te  of  performing  not  ooly  that  one  thing  more,  but 
also  of  following  it  up  with  a  successive  train  of  noble  deeds. 


ai6  t^nm  <*  THK  Most  Ntnttfe 

Anecdotes  of  Geroiu* 


ss 


attacked  EDd  beaten  by  Marshsd  Soalt,  on  the  pbiini 
of  Ooaoa. 

On  the  1^8th  folio  wing',  the  Spaniardti  ander  the 
Dno  del  Parqae  were  ako'  defeated  UjBar  Alba  de 
Tonnes,  by  General  Kelleraian ;  *  and^  on  the  lOdb 
of  Dteeettiber,  Oerona  Mirrendered  to  the  French/ 
after  havings  gloriowly  Mpported  all  the  hafd^hips, 
and  da4|^ers  of  a  siege  for  nearly  six  months.  Sach 
was  t^e  statd  ci  a1fairB,.at  the  dose  of  1 800. 


jo- 


^  After  Gcrona  had  b^n  twice  invested,  stid  the  atkallaats  twice 
driirfBft  %ack>  the  Pmiich  again  advanced  to  beriege  It^Wilh  mBKe  fot* 
mida^le  i^eaot^  aodjn  ^more  pqgiUar  maDQer;  9mi  (l«;tto  tstbof 
August,  the  besieged  finding  thecntelvet  unable  any  InngQr  to  deffod 
tbe  castle  oi  Mbnjoy^  retired  into  the  city,  leaving  the  castle  a  heap 
of  ruins.  Yet  they  withstood  all  the  attacks  of  different  Fivncb  geae* 
rala^  during  a  siege  of  six  moot  tut,  ndr  was  it  until  the  lOth  of  ye- 
ceimber  thai  they  auicendfefed  oa' l|qtaouraUe,  bu|  b^dlgr /Asept,  coih 
dUions, 

The  gallant  defence  of  thU  town-  seems  to  rival  that  of  Sarago^sa.. 
A  lady,  who  was  in  it  during  that  period,  gave  the  following  intefWring. 
aocoi|&tto,beririeiid.«4..Itis  noltf  nine  o'bdek  «l   rilght^  Mid  weiba^' 
had  an  bourns  respite  after  a  ^pofljaf do9^  of  ll^ree  dajf j  wl^Mft  it 
moment's  ititerruption.     I  can  find  no  wotds  c^pahlt  of  giving  ypu. 
no  idea  of  the  horrors  of  the  scene.    The  enemy  has  eleven  mortan, 
all'of  which  are  discharged  at  once.    We  have '4o  balb,  thai  haVe  fsRea 
at  m^  own  threshold.    The  coHietlnt  it  ib  ff^ni  of  tta ;  and  th^y  Mb^h^ 
ing  it  is  full  of  people,  and  .^at  j^b^  ma^MBiQe  of  ^o^der  is  s^c^tfit. 
to  it,  direct  their  aims  at  that  edifice.  But  God  assists  us ;  and,  aitbouf^ 
six  balls  have  fallen  upon  the  cathedral,'  one  only  has  passed.  thrpu|b 
it,  which  indeed  has  killed  thirteen  women,  and  woumied  ibott^ii; 
but  this  is  nothing  coin^dering  tbei|oinber  of  the  pe^plie  j|i  the  sh4ieh. 
All  the  engineers  allpw  that  there  never  was  a  mor>  lAv^re  b«iabac4r 
ment.     1'be  sheJls  are  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  in  ciTc^iiiiferKMce,^^^ 
Iddy  ought  to  have  said  iiameter,)   and  they  inclose  combuikiDies 
which  ofien  occasion  conflagration  where  they  fall.     Testerdiiy'tthl 
very  large  ones  .ei^ploded  before  our  houae,   andt^e  AoyslBospM' 
has  been  on  fire  ever  since  yesterday  morning  :  biitibesjck  and  wouad- 
ed  have  been  removed.     The  houses  are  almost  aH  destroyed ;  bat, 
notwithstanding  this  general  miscfh ief  a'nd   ruin.   It  ia  astontshingft) 
see  the  people  of  the  city,  and  in  particular  the  woufcn,  ad  tht^wts 
of  their  houses,  and  passing  along  the  streets  withotti  fear  ;  and  evt^ 
the  i))ili'ary  express  their  surprise  at  the  insensibility  of  t^e  citiaeoSi 
male  and  female^  to  t^e  dancers  to  which  they  are  exposed. 


SIARQUC3  OP  WfiLUNOTON.  317 


jMinmn.         Ill      L  II  ■■nan         ^pm. -.„^ 


W.I*'   .'■ 


Vote  of  thmilMto  Lord  WeMington. 


BECTTON  VU, 

%  • 

nnrlbmentsHy  thanks  to  Lord  Wellington  in  1810*^DebMe9  on  tlistsnl^' 
.^ect^  Luminous  defence  and  Vimlicatiori  by  the  MarcjuboC  WeUit»s!ej^ 
— Affaiifs  in  Spain— Invasion  of  Andalusia— Occupancy  of  Sevilk  by 
the  Fi^ch — Sebastiai?i  defeats  Ansaga— Biograplvcatn«tee*Ofctfce  Ibi*- 
iner^SiegK?  of  Cadiz— le-alousii^  of  tile  Spaoif^  J|unta--N>^0€iations  of 
our  Ambassador  with  the  Spanish  Governmenir- Catling  of  the  Cortes 
^Atrocities  of  the  French  army  before  Cadiz— Operations  rn  Catalonia' 
^^"oDefotof  General  0*Doiiftel  at  Vichu  by  Aiiger^»tHrAB«eiote!»  of 
.the  tetter — Operationt^u^the  north— Fall  of  Astorga— Atrocious  pri>cla- 
*tion  of  Massena— Siege  of  Ci'udad  Rodrigo— rCistribution  of  the  French 
force — Anecdotes  of  Regnier— PoFicy  of  Lord  Wellingtons  Canton* 
Slants  of  the  B^tish  army**  Operations  of  the  arqiies— Ai)a  rs  at  La  Con- 
ception  under  Brigacjier-Geueral  Craufurd— Siege  and  surrender  of 
Almeida  to  the  French— The  British  army  retii'e,anll  clearthe  cowhtry 
.«^AiiecdiitC8  of  th«»e  vventt-^'tofxtgrapiitcffl  ictalinnrotioQ—  Lor4  WeK 
Iwg^jQataj^es  post  at  l^iM^coH'BaifVe^  B«;sAqci-T-A»iecdo(es  and  occur- 
^iices— Biographical  notices  of  the  officers  engaged— -roUtital  and  mill-* 
-fary  ton^uiencHt  ot  theaction — BHtish^afmy- rHlr^l  upon  thiir  Iine9<at 
♦"X^lm^  VeflffaM;*--^ufjrerio|S  of  the.  Portugtr^se-rCFalli^ut  ^zt^^e  of  Coiin- 
'  foraTby  Coloiiel  TrMt-^French  army  takes  post  in  front  of  the  Britisih 
"  litles— ^(rtreat  of  Massena— Pui-suit  of  the  fVench  army— 4udictous  ar- 
HP^gOBieQlB;  of  iion^  Wdlitaston-^Oocvrrences  of  the  French  retreat 
toward  Santar^m-*-  Bri^i^positions  at  Cattaxot*  a^d  afterwards  at  Torres 
Y^dras,.  '       ' 


%  HE  4tfltiiigmilied  senrices  of  Lord  WeUington  at 
^akitera^  JhmI  c^rtaeiiiity)  by"  a  f^reat  profiortiun  of  the 
peopie  at  home^  berm considered  eh  so  nighfy  transcend* 
eni  as  fully  to  justify  the  marks  of  the  royal  favour  be- 
9low€d  upon  bioiy  and  to  call  for  the  thanks  of  the 
Legislatare.  Tbere  were,  however,  some  few  indivi*^ 
duals,  who  still  professed  to  have  their  doubts  ;  and 
accordingly^  wihenPai^liamentjnet,  and  the  motion  for 
a  vote  ql'  thanks  was  expected,  Loi*d  Grey,  in  tbe 
Hoase  of  Lords,  on  the  day  preceding,  expressed 
bis  opioion  tbat  it  was  of  considerable  importance 
that  some  information  should  be  laid  before  the 
House^  by  which  they  might  be  enabled  to  form  some 
J  .  opinion 
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/      « 


PttrUrnneRiary  <lebate4. 


'  opinion  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the  motion. 
It  was  necessary,  he  contended,  that  they  should 
know  whether  tlie  advance  of  Lord  Wellington  into 
Spain  was  the  exercise  of  his  o^lkn  -judgment,  or  the 
result  of  the  instractinns  of  ministierg  .  ft  was  also  of 
importance  that  they  should  have  before  them  the 
natifre  for  the  information  C(minftanic«fted  by  Lord: 
Wellington  respetiijig  the  action  of  Talavera  ;  there 
beingf  as  h^.^ai^t. strong  reason  to  believe  that  minis- 
lfers>  at  th^time  they  beW  out  that  battle  as  a  victory- 
knew,,  from  what  was  stated  by:  Lord  Wellington  in 
hi»  dispatches,  that  our  army  must  retreat ;  and  tbat 
die  battle,  said  to  be  a  victory,  most  be  followed  by 
all  the  coBsequencesL of  a  defeat.  He  therefore  mov- 
ed for  the  int^trucfions  to  bia  L6rdshTp ;  for  the  dis- 
patches received  from  hini,'  onTiis  marching  to  Pla- 
centia  ;  for  the  dispntohes  whicb  he  sent  from  Tala- 
vera after  the  bs^ttle  j''  rfrutf  dl$o  for  certain  correspond- 
ence between  liord  WellingtcMi  and  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment i^espectlng  the  supplies  for  the  arniy.  Bat 
all  these  motions  <^' ere  neg'^tiVpd  as  lotally  unneces- 
sary, ai>d  also  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  prece- 
dent for  calling  for  papers  in  order*  to  enquire  into 
the  general  conduct  of  a  campaign,  where  the  only 
object  in  contemplation  was,  a  specific  vote  of  thanks 
for  a  particular  service.  .  ^^ 

On  the  suc^eednig  day  Lord  LiviMPpooI  roke^  in  tljb 
House  for  the  purpose  of  mot^ag-th^tnkk  to  L(ird' 
Wellington  and  the  officers  and  men  timikeDbts  com-^* 
mand,  for  the  skill  and  ability,  the  valour  and  bravery,. 
-  by  which  they  obtained  the  glorious  victory  at  Tala- 
vera. .      .         ^  . 

The  prudence  and  propriety  of  his  Lordship's  con- 
duct on   this  occasion   was  not  only  honourable  to- 
hin^self,  but  to  Lord  Wellington  ^  foriie  hadntramed. 
his  motion  so,  as  be  himself  said,,  with  a  view  tcr  con- 
ciliation, as  to  separate  the  conduct  of  tile  artdr  and 
»f  the  officer  commanding,  from  every  other  subjjBct: 

;         connected 


Motion  of  Thanks.    * 


'  .  - . . 

connected  with  the  general  mafiagement  of  the  cam* 
pai^n.        •  ■ 

Whatever  opinioil  hiight.  he  entertained  with  res- 
pect to  the  measares  which  led  to  the  battle  itself,  or 
to  the  consequences  which  ensued,  still  he  contended, 
there  could  be  but  one  sentiment  as  to  the  s^ill  of  the 
general,  and  the  Valour  of  his  army.  In  tracing  the 
progress  of  the  glotfdus  event,  he  bbserved  that  it  had 
been  determined  dn  the  part  df  the  French^  to  make 
a  concentrated  "dtf ack  on  the  combirred  armies ;  that 
although  the  Spanish  army  was  present,  and  pfirtially 
was*  engaged  in  the  battle,  yet  the  brnnt  of  the  attack 
was  principafly,'  4f  not  v^hoHy,  borne  by  tlw  £nglish» 
not  amounting"  to  tiiorb  thari  90,000  men,  whilst  the 
French  armj^  ftlWittle  short  of  50,006. 

Yet  the  eiietoy,  after  rep^t^dlyrenewiBg  their  at- 
tacks, weri^ 'repulsed  with  tlie^losfi  of  nearly  10,000 
men,  twenty  pieces  of  attlllery;  and*  four  standards. 

It  was  of  the  last  importance,*  b^' contended,  that 
such  victories  a^t^Hf^ofTaliiVerst  should  Le  rewarded 
by  every  tribute  of  h<)nouV  iitod  pfraike  that  House 
could  bestow  ;  for  it  has  'b^ih  the  good  fortune  of 
Great  Britain  to  nriitfr  a  nlililaiy  spirit  with  commer- 
cial pursuits,  so  every  encenragement  was  due  still 
furl  her  to  promote  that  spirit.*     ' 

Even  ndw,  he  justly  ' 'asserted,  no  achievement 
was  ever  more  eutitTed  to  praise  thnn  the  victory  of 
Talavera ;  and,  as  he  admitted,  that  if  their  Lordships 
were  called  upon  to  decide  on  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  campaign},  it  hiight  naturally  alter  the  question  ; 
he  wished,  therefore,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  solelv  to  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  and  the 
army  under  his  command,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
July  1809. 

To  this  the  Earl  of  Suffplk  answered,  that,  as  a 
professional  man,  it  was  painful  to  his  feelings  to  state 
any  objections  to  a  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord  WelHng* 
ton  :  biit  he  could  not  denominate  that  a  victory 
where  a    retreat  immediately    followed^     and    the 

wounded 
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ObjecUuns  to«ihe  nocioa. 


■"  ■  J>  *■  '■■"■MK*Mni«1PWa>— 4iaimti^BanMR9*«BM9IMPW*^ 


wbaBded  aiid  th^  prisoners  fell  immediately  into  th« 
hands  of^  the  enemy.  Even  the  capture  of  artilfery, 
be  conteidedy  w^s  not  in  all  circumstances  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  signal  of  victory,  as  lie  said  it  mi^ht  have 
been  convenient  £ih'  the  eiteniy  to  leave  them  apon  the 
'  field.  \Tith  regard  to  the  reinforcement  of  ^iO^KK) 
men  whidi  yf€ve  advancing  to  support  the  French,  be 
enquired,  $vhy  did  not  Lord  weUington  know  of 
their  f^ituttion,  and  the  probability  of  their  aj^ro^ch? 
It  was  the  dutj  of  every  general  to  have  such  ii^lwma^ 
tion* 

Considering  also  the  amount  of  the  British  force  in 
the  Penirsula ;  and  thai  only  so  small  a  portion  of  it 
was  brou^fitsnto  action  at  Tabvera,  he  ttiooght  tba( 
upon  this  head  there  was  also  much  ff  roand  for  repre- 
hension, and  this  condoet  aopeared  to  him  to  be  in 
perfect  coirformitv  to  that  of  the  same  general  in  bringr 
Jng  up  only  half  his  forces  to  act  against  the ^emy  aj; 
tbe  battle  af  Yimiera. 

The  Earl  of  Grosvenor  was  i^p|^reheii$ive,  that  if 
the  House  were  to  be  caJUed  upon  to  vote  thanks  for 
every  instaace  of  the  display  of  valour,  the  proceeds 
ing  would  .draw  lifter  it  wy  injarioos  results.  If  a 
single  detachmeot,  nay«  an  individual,  had  exhibit- 
ed proofs  of  bravery^  theif  Lordships,  he  said,  migh| 
be  called  upon  to  vote  away  their  thanks  ;  and,  as  to 
the  battle  of  T^^'Ia'vera  itself,  it  was  one  whichj^  in  all 
its  circumstances,  did  not  appear  to  him  t^  b^  entitled 
to  such  a  reward. 

After  some  other  observations,  Lord  Grey  rose  to 
shew  bow  little  jufitice  there  wfis  in  suc^  .a  y<46  of 
thanks.  He  asserted  that  the  battle  of^TalSfF^T^  had 
neither  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  general  object  of 
the  campaign,  nqr  the  immediate  object,  that  of 
dispermn^  the  enemy's  army.  As  to  th^  g^p^r^ 
object  of  the  campaign  be  considered  it  to  be  that  of 
ilriving  the  enemy's  troops  before  him,  and  obtaining 
possession  i>f  Madri^d,  the  capital:  now  the  French, 
ti'oops  in  Spain,  at^  that  time,  occupied  a  defensive 
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Iniejof  portions,  A*Qm  Toledo  to  Salamfiiloa.  Oaf 
the  adviiiice  of  Loi;d  Wellington,  into  iSpaki^  tin^y 
kft  ibe«r  politaonsy  and;  comcentrated  ifeeir'  forces  to 
oppose  him.  Lord  Wellington  theki  marched  iBlb# 
liireCtKKiii'  •  of'  -Madrid,  as  far  <a9  Tnlardra ;  wtieW  he 
w«ua(  oUiged  to  istop  for  want  df  ^provisions;  taud>  ttie 
Bueansof  thanpprt.  Tiift  ibtittfe,wMifo«gbt,  and  the 
en«ttiy  foP' fhe  dbonuBnt^jvpnked^.^  t  Bi^t  itfa|&;  giineral 
obJQCt  of  tfe  adiwaoe  iDtir. Spain  •tvds  lost;  '  Xhe 
asMmy  *  retained  possesstsn  of  the  capital^  i  and  the 
Brilish^irbcais  were  tcnUiged  to  retfeat.. .  It  WdJbeeft 
SMd'tfaat  Lord  WelHngiieRihacl  displayed  ^Hrealj  skill  ia 
thk  diispositions'hd  had  madie  for  battle.^  Lord  ^Grey 
would  ndt^gcee  an  tha4:<^Mciian.  •  TheptoittoooEkthe 
left  had  not  been  sufficiently,  aseured  oif  taken. advan- 
tage of;  and  there*  wias  ,miif^  also  to  Uame  in  the  con^ 
duct  of  Lord  WeUingtoQ,  iii^iih  respect  lo  tbe  Spa^ 
niih  troops;  certainly  th&  dispatch  of  the  Spanish 
General  guv«  a  very  dij^ei^tat  acoorvnd;  -of  the  coaduct 
<^' those  trqopSi  from  that  given  in  the  diiq^^atch  of 
Lord  Wellffn^on.  Bat  jf  Lord  "VVetlingitoa^bdieved 
the  ^anish  troops  to  be  of  sach  a  desieripticdii  that 
they  coold  not  be  trusted  to  meet  the  enemy  isa  a 
ntbation  of  sudh  imminent  perH  at  TalaV:era ;  if  Lord 
WcUington  held  such  an  opinion  of  the  Spanish  troops^ 
mh%f^  did  he  give  the  Spanitih  .gentral  (the  optica 
ef  defending  the  pltsses  a^inst  the  advance  of-  the 
FVeatfh  armv  nmler  the  Doke  of  Dalmatia,  'which 
tkreateoed  toe  flask  and  rear  of  tiie  British,  or  taking 
care  «)f  our  eiok  nnyi  wounded  at  Talavera  ?  Why 
also  bad  not  ijord  Wellin^pton  better  information  Tes»- 
peotha^  the  defence  of  these  posses  ?  Why  trust  to  the 
iQtelligenoeiie  received  from  llie^  Spaniards,  oegilecf>- 
mg  even  the  ordinary  preoatiitiion  of  sendiiig  an  officer 
of  his  4virn  te  asceiltaiii  tvhether  the  passes  w^re  pro  , 

perl  V  defend<^  ? 

^o  this  he  added,  :£kat  his  Majerty 's  ministers,  at  the 
time  they  trompetted  forth  the  battle  as*  a  &plendifd 
and  decisive  notary ^  were  .in  the  possession'  of  Lord 
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Wellington's  dispatches,  iti  ivhich  he  stated  the  unfoN 
tanate  situation  of  his  army,  the  necessity  of  retreat- 
ing and  the  difficolties  he  bad  to  encounter  in  effect* 
ing  such  a  retreat. 

We  have  thus  in  one  view  g^ven  all  the  objections 
which  could  be  raised,  either  against  his  Lordship,,  or 
against  the  ministry,  by  those  who  upon  all  occasioas 
had  disapproved  of  our  engaging  in  the  Spanish  cause, 
and  who  had  never  tK>oken  of  our  armies  in  Spain 
without  prophesying  disgrace  and  disAster;  It  is  bat 
common  justice  therefore,  without  adopting  the  politics 
of  any  party,  to  record  the  manly  and  lucid  vindicatioa 
of  the  gallant  Wellington  from  one,  who,  both  in  his 
relative  and  official  capacity,  seemed  particularly 
called  on  for  his  support. 

The  Marquis  of  wellesley,  therefore,  after  apolo* 
gizing  for  his  private  feelings  On  the  present  occasion, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  perform  a  public  duty, 
by  vindicating  the  character  and  conduct  of  so  near 
and  dear  a  relative,  as  a  brother,  began  by  proceeding 
to  observe  that  Lord  Grey  did  not  seem  very  clearly 
to  understatid  the  object  of  Lord  WelUngton's  opera- 
tions^ 

On  the  arrival  of  his  brother  in  Portdgal,  be  found 
that  the  enemy  was  not  only  in  possession  of  its  north* 
ern  provinces  but  thai  a  plan  had  been  concerted, 
by,  which  Victor  and  Soult  were  to  advance  from  dif- 
ferent points,"into  the  south.  The  first  object,  there* 
fore,  was  the  deliverance  of  Portugal.  The  operation 
then  by  which  he  expelled  Soult  was  as  able^  as  rapid, 
and  conclusive,  as  any  recorded  in  the  page  of  history. 
It  was,  therefor^  unfair,  as  some  noble  Lords  had 
done,  to  describe  such  an  operation  itierely  a^  an 
affair  with  the  rear-guard  of  Soult's  corps.  After  this, 
Lord  Wellington  imm^iately  proceeded  to  the 
south  to  oppose  Victor,  who  had  actually  advanced 
-in  that  direction,  but  who  on  the  approach  of  Lord 
Wellington  Imd  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  Wh^t 
Mas  the  situation  of  Spain,  when  Lord  .Wellington 
..    »  .  adrdinced 
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advanced  into  tbe  coantry  ?  The  Supreme  Central 
government  had  been  long^  established,  and  their  an* 
uiority  was  generally  recogni2^.  The  part  of  the 
country  through  which  his  march  lay  abounded  in 
wsources  of  every  description ;  nor  was  it  fair  to  en- 
tertain a  doubt  of  the  power  and  disposition  of  the 
S^ani^sh  government  to  render  them  available.    The 

^  joint  request  of  the  Supreme  Junta  and  General 
Coesta  to  Lord  Welliuffton,  was^  that  he  would  co- 
operate with  the  Spanish  army  in  driving  Victor  from 
the  Tajgus.  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  for  Lord 
Wellington  to  refuse  his  assistance  for  the  attainment 
of  this  desirable  object,  as  a  refusal  on  his  part  would 
have  argued  a  supposition  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment wasT  incompetent  to  perform  its  duty ;  and  that 
the  country,  though  full  01  provisions,  was  unwilling;. 
to  supply  them. 

Besides  this,  it  was  impossible  to  answer  for  the 
safety  of  Portugal,  without  striking  such  a  blow  against 
Victor  as  might  prevent  him  from  joining,  or  co-ope- 
rating, with  Soult,  or  any  French  corps  tnat  made  in* 
vade  that  kinj^dom  from  the  northward. 

He  tlien  stated,  in  opposition  to  Lord  6rey*s  sur- 
ntMs,  that  the  plan  agreed  upon  between  the  British 
and  Spanish  Generals  was,  that  the  British  army, 
supported  by  that  uiuier  Cuesta,  should  move  against, 
Victor  s  corps,  and  that  in  the  meantime  Vanegas,  by 
a  circuitous  route,  should  threaten  Madrid^  in-order,  if 

.  possible^  by  this  demonstration,  to  draw  off' the  atten-^ 
tion  of  tbe  French  corps  under  Joseph  and  Sebas- 
tiani,  a^nd  thus  prevent  them  from  making  any  move* 
mont  ill  coojoactioa  with  Victor. 

The  due  execution  of  this  plan,  in  all  its  parts,  he 
contended  w^s  sufficieat  to  justify  Lord  Wellington 
in  his  expectations  .of  success ;  and  accordingly  he 
advanced  against  Victor,  then  at  Talavera,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  and  soon  came  in  sight  pf  the  French 
^roiy,  whom  he  proposed  to  attack  on  the  following 
ipoxning^ 

Js8  At 
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At  tliis  very  mometit,  Victor's  corw  u^ts  tlMi  to«> 
tfiUy  uttsuppartad  by  ev^ry  ol:bei?«  ttnd  tcrMst^d- of  u^ 
more  than  28^000  men.  If,  tberafore,  the  aitack  opoii 
Victor  had  been  made  on  tbe  dSd,  aiLord  W^^liag^ 
ton  piroposed,  th^  result  mnit  hairehera  not  <iii)y  most 
glorious  but  most  complete.  It  happietied  unfortu^ 
iiately  howerer,  tbat  Gcnerat  Cuenta  rtfusedto  attack 
tttie  eneiiiy  on  that  day ;  but  for  what  reason  had  nerrer 
been  explained;  and  the  cousequencewaiitbat  Victor 
ycrtreated^  anti  made  his  escape  on  the  verj^^tarbt  of 
Ae  33d,  and  effected  a  junction  of  'With  jMiefm  a«id 
IKebastianii^ 

And  even  «t  tbe  very  same  timie.  General  Vatnegas 
mho  ought  to  have  been  at  Arganda  on; the  2Sdy  vras 
M  perpkxed  i;fitb  orders  a^d  counter-borders  from^the 
Junta,  that  he  did  not  arrive  tliere  until  th&29lii,  a  day 
after  the  battle  had  been  fought. 

These  things  were  certainly  most  unfortunate :  Ijut, 
as  his  Lordship  added,  against  such  strange  misma^ 
pagement  what  human  prudence  oould  provide^ 

With  ^  respect  to  the  political  questions  coimected 
with  our  assistance  afiorded  to  Spain,  the  Marqnis 
perfectly  agreed  that  there  viras  a  naceasity  for  a  ra- 
dical change  in  the  present  modes  of  the  Spanish 
government.  ^  It  wae  impossible,  however,  that  such  a 
change  could  be  the  work  of  a  day  ;  hot  w^e  were  not 
therefore,  to  abandon  the  Spaniards  to  the  mercy  of 
their  cruel  invaders,  oi^  to  desert  theoi  to  the  crisis  of 
^heir  fortunes. 

With  respect  indeed  to  the  battle  of  Talavera:  itself, 
he  wouHI  say  nothing  more  of  it  in  i^qiilitary  point  of 
view  than  that  the  Bntish  troops  had  socHseeded^  in  re^ 
pulsing  the  attack  of  a  French  army  almost  double 
their  own  numbers,  the  efforts  ofwbicfa  had  tbiefiy 
been  directed  against  their  position. 

But  with  respect  to  its  consequences,  he  would 
boldly  maititain  that  this  signal  defeat  had  essentially 
leotitribiYted  to  the  main  objeefesof  tlH^  campaign..  fV»r, 
iinless  tha|;  blow  h^d  beep  struck   agaiqst  Vict^^  it 

would 
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troiddhaye  beeo  ioipoasible  >to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  overruniiing^  the  South  of  Spain,  or  from  mak« 
iag  a  fresh  irruption  inito  Portuah  In  fa<^t,  it  had 
saved  the  south  of  Spain  from  absolute  destruction*  It 
liad  aflfod^ded  time  to  Portugal  to  organize  h/^r  army, 
and  to  strengtheo  her  military  posts.  It.  had  ;^lso  ena<> 
bled  Lord  WeUington  to  take  a  position  where  he 
might  derive  supplies  from  Spain  at  the  same  time 
that  he  drew  nearer  his  own  magazines-^and,  upon  the 
whole,  the  Marquis  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  his 
brother  was  as  jus^y  entitled  to.  every  distinction  that 
bis  Sovereign  had  conferred  upon  him,  and  to  every 
reward  and  honour  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  thafr 
Boase  to  bestow,  as.aay.  noble  Lord  who  for  his  per* 
aonal  services  had  obtained,  the  same  dkiti notions^  or 
who  sat  there  by  descent  from  his  iUostrious  ancestors* 

After  this  luminous  and  liberal  ex  position ,  no  fur* 
tfaer  oj^osition  was  made  tx)  the  motion  as  far  a^  it  re- 
garded Lord  Wellington  and  his  brave  ai*my,  though 
Lord  Grenville  contended  that  the  whole  substance 
of  the  Marquis's  speech  went  to  sappoit  Lord  Gray's 
motion  for  papers ;  and,  although  Lord  Liverpool  had 
declared  that  the  present  question  was  to  be  consider- 
ed only  in  reference  to  the  case  precisely  in  point,  yet 
hifr  Lordship  still  contended  that  the  question  itself 
stood  oa  a  broader  basis,  and  was  >  in  fact,  whether 
a  British  army  ought  to  have  been  risked  in  an  enter* 
prize  which  depended  so  much  on  Spanish  co-opem-> 
tioQ*  This  question  was  none  of  his  seeking ;  but  he 
Ikiiist  say  that  even  a  victory,  if  attended  with  calav 
initOQS  consequences,  did  not  deserve  the  thanks  of 
that  House.  He  believed  that  Lord  Wellingtoa  was 
fettered  by  the  nature. of  the  service  in  which  he  had 
been  sent,  and  by  his  instructions;  and  that  the  plan 
and  its  calamitous  consequences^  ought  to  be  attribut** 
ed  to  ministers* 

An  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  for  settling  an 
annuity  of  2J0OOL  per  anmuu,  though  not  witbotat 
uofBM  opposition  ip  both  Houses  of  the  Le^^isiature  ; 
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and  even  on  the  20th  of  F^braary^  the  day  appointed 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  so  strong  was  the 
voice  of  party,  that  a  petition  was  actuaUy  presented 
from  the  city  of  .London  against  it.  These  exertions^ 
however,  failed  in  their  effectj^  and  the  general  voice 
of  the  nation  hailed  the  annuity  as  a  jnst  reward  to 
him  who  was  risking  life,  and  spending  fortune^  in  the 
service  of  his  conntry. 

The  disasters  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  arms,  at 
the  close  of  1809,  had  induced  the  Supreme  Junta 
to  midertake  more  strenuous  measures  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  south  of  Spain,  as  the  grand  French 
army  which  was  concentrated  in  December  1809,  in 
the  territory  between  Madrid  und  Toledo^  was  about 
the  middle  of  JaQoary  drawins*  near  to  the  Sierra 
Morena.  In  consequence  of  this  the  Spaniards  se- 
lected the  host  positions  in  the  Sierra  for  defence, 
formed  entrenchments,  erected  batteries,  intersected: 
the  roads  by  deep  cuts  in  some/places,  and  constructed 
mines  for  blowing  them  up  in  others.*  This, 'how« 
ever,  was  not  sufficient,  as  artificial  defiuices  merely 
added  to  natural  ones,  and  on  so  extended  a  line,  a» 
that  presented  by  the  Sierra  Morena,  can  be  of  but 
little  avail  if  not  defended  by  determined  hearts  and 
active  bands ;  as  a  large  army  by  its  resources  will 
always  be  able  to  open  other  roads,  or,  if  not,  to  over- 
come those  difficulties  when  the  passes  are  not  de- 
fended. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  tlie  French  army 
on  the  20th  and  21st  of  January,  both  cavalry  and 
infantry,  forced  their  way  through  the  mountains,  by 
the  Qommoiif  passes,  though  they  found  it  necessary 
to  adopt  a  more  circuitous  route  for  their  heavy  artil- 
lery. In  fac(  the  Spanish  forces,  appointed  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  passes,  made  scarcely  any  resistance, 
imd  the  French  drove  them  from  their  entrenchments, 
with  the  bayonet;  whilst  the  intersections  of  the 
roads,  and  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  mines, 
did  not  present  tlfe  Slightest  stoppage  to  their  progr^». 

A  great 
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A  gveot  proportioa  of  the  Spanish  force  were  takea 

f prisoners  and  the  remainder  dii^persed^  every  w«r^ 
ike  stoveandammunitiood  falling  into  tlie  bands  of 
the  enemy,  vwiio.  immediately  directed  their  march  to. 
Cordova  and  i Seville,  iviiiob,  with  the  greatest  part  ot 
Andaksia,  'yielded  withodt  resistance. 

A  force  nuder :  Sebastiani*  was  next  sent  towards 
Gl'eoada^  wjiich^aiso  fell  >afber  sqio^  slight  resistaiRee 
from  the  Spani^  troops  under  Arisaga*.  Gi'dnada 
was  now  fortified,  and.Sebastiani  proceeded . against 

Malaga; 

~ ■     ■  -  -    -  —  _   ■    ■ 

*  This' grenadier  anvbassador,  of  thc^«?iiw/ier  emperor  of  the  Frenefi, 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte^  and  afterwards  a  general  in  Spain,  was  perhaps 
indebted  for  moch  of  hts  personal  favour  with  Buonaparte,  to  hi^  bein^ 
a  coufitrymeo/  being  born  at  Ajacio  in  Corsica*  in  177 -^^  His  father 
was  a  pq^tilliou,  and  iiis  mother  kept  a,  peU|(  wioehouse  resorted  to 
hy  Individuals  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  peopig?.  Her  maiden  name  waa 
'Buona,  and  supposed  to  be  a  distant  relative  of  the  present  imperial 
House. 

TbeCorsicantsiIeDtsof  young  Sebastiani  met  with  an  early  culture; 
for  though;  until  the  year  J  792,  he  actually  followed  bis  father's  line  of 
life,  yet  chanty*  or  some  closer  feeling  had  induced  his  tnother's  cok" 
Jessmr  to  teach  him  that  which  his  parents  considered  as  superfluous, 
tbe  arts  of  reading  and  writing,  thus  qualifying  him  for  his  subsequent 
diplomatic  ^rvices.  It  is  said  tliat,  even  then,  he  was  something  of 
the  pedant;  but  his  ambition  extended  no  i'arthertban  to  acquire  so 
much  knowledge  as  would  enable  him  to  shine  among  his  fellow  postil- 
lions in  the  stable,  little  dreaming  that  hfe  should  so  soon  drive  into  the 
cabinets  of  Princes. 

He  afterwards  found  his  way  to-France ;  and,  as  the  name  of  a  Car: 
^zcan  was  the  most  opprobrious  epithet  which  a  native  of  the  south 
of  that  kingdom  (or.  republic !)  could  apply  to  another,  fun  xiiain 
Corse, J  he  thought  proper  to  forget  his  place  of  nativity,  galled  him- 
self tin  Francois,  and  was  among  those  adventurers  and  criminals  whom 
the  Jacobins  called  to  Paris  as  their  co-adjutors  io  1792,  under  the 
name  of  Marseillois  federalists;  fellows  wvhom  they  picked  up  from 
all  the  low  gaming  houses  and  bagni^  In  Marseilles,  and  <vcn  from 
the  gallies.  In  the  bloody  scenes  of  the  revolution  he  fully  parttcr. 
pstted;  and  was  the  worthy  companion  of  Buonaparte  during  all  his 
Italian  atrocities;  afterwards  followed  him  to  Egypt;  and  was  after*- 
vardtf  dispatched  on  a  militacy  mission  into  Egypt  and  Syria^  when  his 
^Expos^,  in  opposition  to  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  so  insulting  to  £ng- 
.land,  first  made  its  appearance.  His  subsequent  gross  attack  on  Sir 
John  Sttiart  is  another  proof  of  his  being  a  fit  companion  for  his  impe* 
rialf^aster. 
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Malaga,  where  a  numbor  iif  t  priests  and  lapnks.  had 
beetf  eiUfploy^  night  and  day  in:  pveaching'  a  erosadi^ 
against  the  f^rench  iivfidelst  .  The  iohabitaDtB:  of  Ifet 
lagaand  itsi  vicinityi  a  cbuiitt7.pecnlii»ly.iiioimta]ii4> 
ovisp,  hod  tiiikea  up  tavmiB^  and  a  Capurbrn  friar  warap^ 
pointed  their  geiMrol:  Ail  the ^^fficers Itoo  wens wimnkA, 
Und  the-  effect  of  raligiotiv  added  to  patiiattimtf  Aad 
givieti'the  business' rather  an  iaknBhig|')a|ipeiaiaa0rit* 
the  fVetich)  particularly  as  $ix '  tiionsa^  men  had 
geieed  th«  great  pass  into  thfe  niQUttilatn,.  andideop 
trenches  were  cut  for  securing  the  roads  leading  to  it 
from  the  plain. 

Sebastiani  having  set  out  with  thef  adi(anced  gaar4 
of  his  army  from  Antequera  onithe  5th  of  February^ 
soon  drove  the  patriols  from  their  fortresses  in  i£e 
xnoantaihs  to  MalA^ ;  but  there  they  rallied  in  a  great 
but  disorderly  mass^  having  with  them  a  large  traixi 
of  artillery  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry.  With  the 
most  undaunted  courage  and  obstiaate  valour  they 
withstood  the  musquetry  and  artillery  of  the  whote 
French  army  for  a  consideralble  tirne ;  but  Si.t  \<mkth 
a  charge  of  cavalry  overpowered  them^..ai;kd  jtbey. fled 
leaving  fifteen  hundred  dead  on  the  field  of  battle; 
when,  the  French  entered  th^  t^ity  With  the  fugitives 
who  kept  up  the  contest  for  a  few  moments  from  the 
windows  of  houses  and  at  the  crossings  of.  streets^  bat 
at  length  were  forcied  to  de^rist. 

The  intrusive  king  had  already  made  his  etitty 
into  Seville;  and  the  possession  of  Malaga,  added  tp 
t})&  other  acquisitions  of  this  early  oampaigB,  made 
the  French  consider  themselves  as  masters  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  Ca- 
di^.  whither  the  Supreme  Junta  had  retired,  there 
was  no  place  which  could  offer  the  .least  assistance  ip 
the  centre  or  south  of  the  kingdom,  tbough  the  flame 
of  patriotism  was  still  burning  on  the  eastern-coast^ 
and  in  Catalonia.  ,,,.,. 

Even  Cadiz  and  the  Isle  of  Leon  were  incapable 
of  defence,  and  must   immediately  have  fallen  with- 
out 
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Mtthe  aid  of  an  English  army  ;  yet  some  urireaso'^'« 
aUe  jealousy  dn  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  thrfew  nibf* 
flierous  obstacles  in  tlie  way  ofoofl^fFordin^'  them 
that  assistance  wfarch  we  were  mbst  dapdble  of  dbin^. 
'Even  the.  Junta  tbemselveSi  'when  in  CJadiz  ot>Jecte^ 
to  the.  stay  of  th^  troops  und'ei^  General  Sherbrookd» 
who  were  waiting  to  disembark  at  that  placed  but 
•Kprebsed  a  wish  thai  th^v  mi^ht  be  sent  to  Catalo* 
Bia^  and  were  evisn' cibsuff  d  enoUgh  to  enquire  that  tHfe 
British  ft»rce  shodd  be  broketi  into  small  detactiafentsL 
.to  be  detached  to  the  Spai^ish  c<>rps  )n  diffefent  pafU 
of  the  Peninsula.    And  even  when  they  consented  to 
the  admission  of  two  British  regiments  into  CadiZyilt 
was  only  on  a  solemn   promise  that  they  should' not 
lemain  within  the  walls  of  the  fortress,'  and  accord- 
ingly they  were  quatered  at  Isla,  a  large  town^  or 
iubiirb  to  Cadiz,  in  the  Isle  de  Leon. 

On  tfaif  occasion  Mr.  Frere,  our  ambassador,  urged 
the  necessity  of  our  possessing  some  strong  post;  as 
a  naval  point,  where  reinforcements  could  be  seiiL 
and  fronjf  which  a  retreat  might  take  place,  if'neces- 
9ary  ;  and  he  stated  to  them,  that  if  unfortunately  the 
Spanish  government  should  persist  in  their  refusal^ 
still  they  would  not  be  complained  of,  or  reproached 
by  England,  though,  at  the  stime  time,  iie  was  forced 
to  say,  that  if  .Spain  should  still  remain  insensible  to 
what  appeared  to  besoi  greatly  conducive  to  its  jowa 
interest,  as  well  as  essential  to  the  interest  of  an  fin g-^ 
lish  army  in  Spain,  his  Britannic  Majesty  would  be 
obUged  to  withdraw  fo>r  the  present,  sind'  leave  th<^ 
contest  between  Spain  and  France' to  the  sole  mili^ 
tary  efforts  and  means  of  the  Spaniards  themselves^ 
Still  he   promised  that  his    Majesty  wouTd  remain 
faithful  to  the  engagements;  and  he  pointed  out  to 
them  that  Portugal  had  hot  hesitated,  nor  made  the 
smallest  objection  to  the  admission  of  an  English 
force,  so  that  a  considefable  army  was  at  that  very 
momenfcia  possession  of  its  principal' fortresses,  and 
of  a  convenient  port  for  all  necessary  purposes  ;  and 
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he  farther  pointed  oat  to  them,  that  as  the  British 
.army,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Portuguese  might  now 
be  able  not  only  to  protect  Portugal,  but,  in  favour* 
able  times  and  places,  to  cover  the  adjacent  provinces 
of  Spain,  so  it  woold  be  proper,  and,  indeed,  neces- 
sary, that  there  should  be  every  facility  afforded  to  the 
British  troops  wherever  they  might  be  engaged  in  the 
great  and  general  cause. 

The  temporising  conduct  of  the  Central  Junta  bad 
already  given  great  uneasiness  to  Lord  WellingtoD, 
who,  from  all  that  he  had  seen  of  their  proceedings, 
liad  great  reason  to  fear  that  in  the  distribution  of  the 
forces,  as  well  as  of  the  different  civil  and  military 
officers,  they  paid  less  regard  to  the  military  defence 
of  the  country,  and  the  important  operations  of  ihe 
campaign,  then  to  miserable  intrigues  and  political 
objects  of  very  trifling  import.         # 

The  whole  conduct  of  the  Junta  was,  indeed,  so 
childish  and  absurd,  not  to  say  treacherous;  that  it  is 
not  surprising  a  wish  should  arise  to  deprive  them  of 
all  power,  wnich,  however,  they  were  very  unwilling 
to  quit  the  possession  of  j  and  so  anxious  did  they 
seem  for  its  retention,  to  the  exclusion  of  etery  other 
consideration,  that  it  was  observed  they  proceeded 
with  the  most  studied. procrastination  in  the  measures 
preparatory  to  the  calling  a  General  Cortes  of  the 
whole  Spanish  nation.^ 

This  important  measure,  however,  this  8&ra.  in  the 
History  of  Spanish  liberty,  took  place  in  Marchi  1810, 
in  opposition  to  all  the  intrigues  of  the  interested 
members  of  the  Junta,  wheat  last  became  such  ob- 
jects, not  only  of  hatred  and  aversion,  but ,  even  of 
contempt  ami  derision,  that  they  were  actually  afraid 
to  appear  in  the  day  time  in  the  streets  of  Cadiz, 
dreading  the  indignation  of  an  insulted  people. 

The  siege  of  Cadfa;  had  before  this  been  cbmYnenc- 
ed  by  the  French ;  for,i»n  the  6th  of  February,  the  hos- 
tile army  had  commenced  tlieir  blockade  by  .occupy- 
ing all  th^  land  side^  with  the. towns  and  points  of  St. 
5  Lucar, 
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liucar^  Rota,  Port  St.  Mary's,  Medina  Sidooaf  &c; ' 
At  fitst  the  siege  >v as  conducted  by  Joseph  Buona**.; 
parte   himself,    he  haying  his  head^quarters  at  St.] 
Mary's,  ^  snifill  towo  00  th^  northern  side  of  the  ba^,  ' 
opposite  to  Cadiz»    and.  from  whence,  that  city,  for  ' 
want  of  springs  in  the.Isle  de  Leon,  had  always  i>ie«n  *  ^ 
saf^Ued'wjth. water  :  fortunately^  however,  a  ptel^ 
gQQ4ispri)|g  was  after warxl&di^coYeiled  at  Cadiz,  whicK  i 
stim>>j«4  this, deficiency..  ;,  /!        .'.'"' 

.AtJ;fa^|  periQ^.the  Ffiencb  force  amoiinted  to>  about  ^ 
50,000. tttf^y  and  the  garri^n/of  Cadiz  wasiiot  mbrd'  - 
thai^  abiout,  20,000,  of  which  4000  were  Ghglisb,  with  ^ 
1 70p. jPqrtngti^sev    The  E^ngUsh  and  Portuguese  ibov^-  • 
evf  r,  -^K^r^  qpftrt^^'^d  ia  t^e  Jsl^  dei  l^aon/^undef^tb^'^ 
coffktm^4j^  Major  General. Gi?ahaH§$iihiei*eal^o  was -^ 
th€^  Sp^tiish  af my  uade?  the  Duke>o^>d^(b\R;iierqd^^^ 
whilst  <?adi.z  itself  w*8  gJWTJ^oned,  by... volunteers  and^i 
tb4  «e.W  levies.    J^^riFbUst  thejlnglishfleetpcwii  « 
sensed  the  bay  of  p^di^s  |^ere  ^e)?ei  no  djaik&er  Mb^T 
apprishep^pd  fioi? that  pity  9^^       side  e](Qeptitbat  bfitbi^'i' 
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The  horrid  atrocities  iYiBicted  by  the  French,  m.thfir  apprqaph  tp  , 
Ca<fi«,  may  bedrawnffoma  fact  italed  by  a  inemBer  1^  tW  TsKtish 
Houfle  of >€omiiioiis,  he  being  at  Cadiz  at  %ha^  period.  • 'He  aisiited ' 
the  J^se^th^tthe  town  of  St.  Mary's  being  principally  inh^feitad  by?    ;, 
shipwrighfe  whose  .raechani<?al  assistance  the  French^jirt^e  i^^want  ofjio.^ 
Ihc'^ine^'  wjere.  all  seiit '  to  the  Trocadero  to  assist  io  the  wprjis  carrying^    , 
on,  whilst  the^  women  were  assembled  by  beat  dfdAiiiJi  ahd  actually 
maroiil  off  to  the  Fwndvcamp  U'  .\n    .}-  -     •'- 

f  Thougji  it  is  not  part  of  our. .plan  to  enter ;minvfclf:ihto  the  opcKi.'* 
rations  before  Cadiz,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  thai  the  Isle  de  Leon 
is  separated  from  the  Continent  of  Spain  by  a  very  narrow  channel, 
f'with  the  exception  of  a  small  isthmus,)  not  more  tluw*  Half  a  -mile  in-  - 
breadth.     The  island,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  is  irregular, in  shape,  and      ^ 
aboot  ten  miles  in  iength,:  but  not  broader  than  threelh  any  part.    At     '• 
iU  north-west  extremity  stands  the  city  itself,  and  great  part  of  the  isle 
nearest  to  Spaini  as  well  as  part  of  Spain  opposite  to  it,  consists  of  low 
marshy  ground,  with  a  great  number  of  saUnas,  or  salt  ponds.    The 
highroad,  or  causeway,  which  joins  it  to  the  main  land  will  scarcely  ad- 
mit  four  men  abreast ;  and  that  is  defended  by   several  very  strong 
bsitterifis.    The  roa«|  too  was^  even  then,  interfecte*  with  trenches 
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The  further  progress  of  the  siege  it  is  unDeoessftrjr 
to  detail, particularly  as  even  in  theeaWy' part  of  tbi^ *^ 
year»  the  operations  of  the  Boglisb  army  andthe  allien  * 
were  notsoieiy  confined  to  the  defence  of -Cadiz  >  and 
it  was  a  part  of  oar  general  pian^  to  act  atso  en  the  - 
oifensive»  by  Tousingr  encouraging,  and  aiding-,  the  na-» ' 
tivieSy  in  a. resistance  to  their  invaders. 

jEn  the  south,  in  particular, 'much  was  done  by  <ye- 
iiet*al  Lacey,  who,  having  disembarked  at  Atgemit^ 
with  a  small  force  of  5000  men,  hsid  it  argamented  cM" 
mtich  in  a  few  days  as  to  amount  to  12;000«  '  In  fact, 
all  the  inhabitants-  of  the*  monntatnous  dietHct;  tn 
thii^south  of  Andnluma,  rose  as  if  by  (Common  consent; 
and  all  the,  arms  found  at  Ronda,  which  had  beeh' 
ev«eatefl..by,'  the)  French,    were  distributed  amoclg' ' 
them.  .  The  biibioe»sw)w^biecame  Very  'harasMngfb* 
tb9jF:ireilch|r^!w1iGi,<»calling  thesd  rude  son^  bfilibb^ty'' 
inAnrgents,  hadmardhed  sevetHtpanieb  aguii^gt'^^^; 
a  OMi^erpusiwartare^being  dirried  ^eti  by  both  Vfd^l^^" 
Tbe)  Spanittrdb  were^>indeedi  at1ttst|  eblt^e<d4o  re'^  ' 
treHi^rbutthbiiglf  thi^se  mbam4it>^^' l^erl; ifef^atedM; 
in  several  actions,  still  they  were  not  conijMlN^.  ^^lii'^'^' 
faitf^'l&very  British  pfiicer*wli&  had  opportumties  of 
seeing  these  Spanish  inonntaineers^  agreed  i  h*  ~fh'eir  ' 
de^cn|»tioh'  bf^the  ferocious  apd  jsavagj^,  appear^cev 
an4  air  of  ,thes^  Alpujarescpr  natives  of  the  Ajftt*   ■ 
jarra  range;     JE^ery  >day    thejr   wer^  bringing^  pri^. 
sbnfers  into*  Gibraltar,  with  the  spoils  of  the  Pr^n^j^^. 
in^  thjBy  had,!, killed,  coni^isting.  of,  horses,  h^lip^K 
uniVorms,   8cc.  and,  indeed,  many  of  themseivesth4l^  • 
cafiSQ  conpletely  metamerf^bsed,  ^hi^win^  off  their 

ancient 


^tled  with  water  from  several  small  riyuietf^  aii<|  qn  tlie  borderrof  tfaif 
causeway  there  were  dykes  and  deep  fosses.  A  deep  treocli  upwaids 
of  2p0  faet  jowidtb,  in  some  measure  msulatifig  the  ista,  was  another 
defence;  anc)  the  bridge,  which  in  times  of  peace  had  formed  the  com- 
mon commuflicaiioa  was'  now  destroyed  ;  and,,  in  sliort,  there  were  so 
many  defences,  both  natural  anil  artificial  that  with  common  pmdeoql 
be  place,  (by  those  who  knew  it)  wu  consi^end  impregpable.         "^ . 
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anct'^nt  dress  of  .sheep  skihS|  and  accoutribg  theiUj*  , 
sdires  irtPrertcb' habiliments/      '  .         i   !„  " 

On  th^.Catatetiian   side  of  Spain  great  hopes  had  " 
been  entertained  that  the  patriotic  ekerti^is  of  th^ 
people  would  have  been  crowned  with  success  :  but 
unfortunately,  on   the   20th  of  February,.  Marshal 
Aogereatu,^  so  completely  defeated  General  O'Don^- 

,   •     • '  ■  nel 


•  This  republican  geaeral,  \vhd  Jia^  tii^s  defeate^l  Geiier*!  O^Don^ 
nel  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vich,  and  who  once  was  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief^  of  tb?  ariny  iA^a4^  «g«in4u  Icetanti,  is  the 
bastard  son  of  a  fruit  Mromaq^ ,  a;>d  wa&  born  ;n  Pari$  Ip  1740 ;  but'liis 
mother  a ftefyards  inarcying  a  greenrgrocer,  called  Aug0reau, .  tbit  • 
hopeful  son  of  love  .a^ .  m^sterjf  adopted;  t^e  uai^^  Of  lus  new^^^ 
father.      ,    ..  '-!!.'•>/.*'        f         .■.,■.=.•:    -t  ::  ;    .-/<  /    '" 

His  talents  «oon  dispUyjed  tbemselyes,  for  aM«l  ^4r!y  iagefiire  jrn^r  •. 
inscribed  upon  the  registers  of  the  police  ,8s  ii#^  of  libi9.i^ii^  l}tA»utia!'<  ^ 
Vl^Qflvthii}  scarcely  twenty  years  pf  age,  h^vipg  rol>bqjl.ii:  person  Mi hoiw>' : 
he  had  arrested  of  hi^  purse,,  ib«  iieufcpafit  pf  the  poMqe  oWi^jwl^tiaf. 
to  enlist  (with  a  kind  pf  prophet  iisfprcthgHgW)  in  thc^.Lcgiop  de  Corse;    - 
or  what  ia  Epgland  y^'ulcl  be  cs^^ed  tt:^  N/^ga^^.^btfHTSi  being' comipos^    : 
f  a  set  of  desperate  viU«iin^  jilt^jhiinself^l^Mfhp,  \i^tead  ofbeiogsttot^to  -: 
tbejgallies,  were  emVarkedJ^p  Cors^a,  in,;ar49rt9  repress  ti)«.c^i»g.  .  > 
spiral  of,  Ub^rty  in  th^^t  ];>eop((f^     ,  %  /    *'       i-    j  '      ' 

On  this p^iUnthroptii^^mj^sKfi,  and  ii|  thiscf^pect^bj^cocfs,  he^nci  'O 
doubtjaccHilr^d;  fnuch  Qf  .l^at  i^wjedg^  which  hasfttic^  him  fortJNK'''<! 
newCorisican  qorp^  which  haa  entered  as  deeply  intq  vik^lar^y  as  his.fofww  • 
jDe^legioB,  th^^h  Under  higher  fQ^Ddiog  titles. 

Ejrcii  t^^.  pmperSjjOf  ^e  i(^iop  dc  Corse  were  <«ithcr  adveoti!rre'rsi 
degr'a.ded  oohilfma^u  or  dishonoured  g^n^l^^man  ;  and  at  one  time  they*  ' 
had  the  Honour  of  enrolling  among  them  the  once /amoiu  Count  <le. 
Mirabeau«  that  amiable  regenierator  of  fraoi;;^     >,..* 

AVliiIst  at  Toulon,  in  1779;  Augereau  deserted,  was  Kturned,  and  this  '^ 
redoubfable  Marshal  of  France  now  bears  on  his  back,  perhaps  ^a  more 
faithful  remembrancer  thaa«  his  consciences  the  mark^  of  200  lashei 
which  be  received  on  that  occasion,  la  1778  he  again  deserted  to  the 
Prussians  in  Silesia ;  btit^  again  dieserting,  from  that  service,  he  returned 
Co  Paris, ^ and  .thcj  first  proof  he  gave  of  his  love  of  equality  was  the 
robbery  of  a  jeweller&'s  shop  ;  but  the  Police  again  laying  hold  of  him,  • 
be  was  rec^Hnmended  to  a  retirement  in  the  Bicetre  for  two  years, 
when  he  bad  an  opportunity  of  amusing  himself  with  hard  labour. 

On  coining  out  from  this  eclipse  he  went  as  a  servant  with  a  Swisft 
officer,  the  Baron  de  Sales,  to  Switzerland,  and  having  married  the 
daughter  of  a  shoemaker  at  Neufchatel  h^  there  took  up  the  profession 
of  a  fencing  master  :  bat  .even  there  his  genius  could  not  avoid  dis* 
plaj|iig  itself :  to,  a|ter>  borrowing  9  horse  and  two  watches  from  a 
\  •  >  ^  watchmaker 
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ft        Hi- 


nd  in  the  neighbourhdod  of  Vico  in  'Cl^taIoqi^^  that 
all  the  efforts  of  the  patriots/  in  that  q[.uai*ter,  wei*e.fpr 
some  tiDi€  t>aralYsed« 

It 


.V      ,    ;  •  .  I  a 


vatchmak6r  of  Ibe  name  of'Courvolsie,  ^e  ?et  off  upon  the  tour  of  Italy 

leaving  his  wife  as  a  pledger 'to  tW«*  ^lrit<{hrflafvVf.'•         '  *' 

Whilst  in  Italy  he  went  through  the  usual  scenes  he  had  been  ac" 

customed  to ;  and  beiug  now  fitted  to  shine  as  ap  active  citizen».he.  was  - 

gladly  engaged  by  the  revolutionary  emissaries  of  Fayette,  as  a  fit  tool 

to  assist  them  in  their  designs  \i^  t\M   peace  and  trancjuillity  of 
Italy.  '  '..:./     .o     '. 

Behig  at  length  btoisfhed  from  ftajy'hfeTeturnetf  to  France,  and  was 
soon  promoted  td  the  rank  of  Greil^fai  of'thli  arm'y  of  th(^  Pyrenees  in 
17ft4,  wher«  his  jOersdnal  tourage  Wa*  certain  I  y  creditable  \6  his  cha- 
racter's a  soldier  t  ^ncl;fn  two  yeah  aftefvtafdrfifi'fe  went  with  the  army 
of  Italy,  where  he  distinguished  himself  at  Millestmo  in  April,  I7d6, 
ha^  canrlfKl  th«  dlfGduIt' deffle^' of  that  '^Y^b/ 'joined  hisTpeods 
Joubeclaiid  M'elitfH^,  ahd'%^tbe  promptitude  c^hl«itiati^i<vr^^^^  cpni-  ^ 
pleteiyhemnv^  in  a  dHisioiiof  Austrians'under  Geiiernl  Proveyral  J,    '. 

At  Botognsl  his  eondUct'was  hor/IWel'  '  After  fobbing'  aill  the  convents^  . 
an4  churches,  he  irt'  the '  naifrfc  of  t^e  greit  tisltidfi,  ordered  every' 
thirig,  u^der  pain  ^f'^ath.-tcrfiie  at  his  dfsposal.'  'tfe  set  bis  soldiers 
an  example  df  indec^rtey^,  plunder,  and \l6b^i/etifcfy/  Whenever  it  was    , 

in  h»:  povwr ;  atid^heJ  §acf^n^s9^  ef  intiotenci^r  by  thejr 

TOWS  to  their  God,  and  their  renunciation  "bf:' the  ^WOrld,  wjis  Vfolated^  ' 
by  bini  ih  .tite  most  ^atidiarh)u3  fnaHner.-  fni^^a'rtiicular  he  ttk  oAe  fifght 
put-wteen  youi%  irilmr  ibte>  requiifitlbit  f6r  hifnseif*  ancf'hiir  staff ; ' the 
teaift  of  youth,  -tbe  pangs  of  conscltihc*;'*  *ntl'  the  pra;j^eft  of  virtue, 
availed  nothing;  they  were,  by-d  d!*rrnrftef]f'8olt5ery,  'carriit^d  'at/^ay  al- 
most lifeless  from  th6  retreats  and<:eHs  of 'r^ibrj  tb  the  Infamdcis  beds  * 
of  vice';  to  endure  tto  horrid' attd'-c5sgustlng  embi^stces  of  cru^l  crime 
in  psiwcr.    ..'..-' 

Four  of  these  devoted  victims  to  the  Itist  of'  Republicans  afterwairds, 
destroyed  tiiemselvet,  six  lost  their  reason,  and  six  cithers  their  heahfa. 

When  in  1796  t;he  town  of  Lugo  roseH^arnst  their  Fren<ih  tyrants, 
Augtereau  went  their-  to  re*establlsh  order. ' v  ''To  inspire  the  Italiaos 
^ith  terror  for  French  republican  juktice,**  he  gave  up  the  place  to  pil- 
lage for  throe  hours,  and  widows  were  violated  by  the  side  of  their  , 
murdered  husbands,  and  virgins  ravished  between  Xht  btitcher^d  and 
mutilated  carcases  of  their  fathers  and  brothers. 

To  hnish  this  scene  of  true  French  fraternKy,  the  principal  church 
was  ordered,  to  be  cleared,  and  at  night  all  females  above  ten  and  under 
forty  were  ordered,  under  pain  of  death,  to  present  themselves  naked  at     , 
a  civic  fete  give  by  Augereau  in  this  church. 

The  inhuman  and  sacrilegious  abominations  which  took  place  on 
that  night  were  described  in  a  work  pubHi^hi^d  in  Germany,  butthcj 
are  not  £t  for  the  eye  af  an  English  rf$ade^.    '     *    * 


MAEQUftS.  OF  WEUINOTON. 
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Proceeds  for  Portugal. 


It  is  time  now  to  Jook  at  the  operations  of  the 
French  iarmy  jln  tlie  north  of  Spaia,  anU  of  the  army 
of  Portugal,  as.  it  w.as  called.  As  these  operatioas 
led  to  the  glorious  repulse  at  Busaco,  the  principal 
feature  of  Lord  W^Uipgftoa's  campaign  in  the'  year 
1810. 

Early  in  the  year  a  corpse  uiidfr,.the  command  of 
Jnnot  laid  seigeJ;o  Astorga,  and  held  other  places  in 
subjection  by  a  judicious  distribution  of  garrisons; 
whilst  a  strong  division,  under  General  ^onnet,  took 
possession  of  Oviedo,  the  capital,  extended  itself  over 
the  whole  province  of  AsturiaiS,  and  even  threatened 
to  penetrate  into  Gallicia.  The  Guerillas,  indeed,  kept 
up  a:  constant  warfare  against  the  latter  general ;  but 
still  he  was  strong  enoqgh  to  have  advanced  into  Gal- 
licia, had  he  not  received  orders  to  w^ait  in  his  then 
positions  until  farther  successes  i^hould  justify  his  ad- 
vance. 

About  the-  beginning  of  March  the  French  corps 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Ney,  that  ui|der  Loison, 
as  well  as  the,di vision  of  Kellerman,  were  in  Old  Cas^ 
tile  and  in  positions  on  the  Torines,  with  their  ad* 
vanced  posts  on  the  Agueda;  whilst  the  advanced 
posts  of  the  British  army,  under  Brigadier-general 
Crauford,*  were  likewiije  on  the  latter  river,  and  be- 


tween Agueda  and  the  Cba. 


On 


Let >is  remember,  however,  that  whilst  Augereau  and  his  wretches 
committed  those  atrocities,  he  was  still  the  friend  of  his  commander-in- 
Chief,  the  Corsican  Emperor,  w  ho  seems  to  have  advanced  him  in  pro- 
portion to  his  cruelties  lie  practised. 

Such  is  the  picture  of  one  French  Marshal ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to 
pursue  his  career  any  further. 

*  Fkig-idier-tfepei-al  James  Catlen  Crauford,  who  died  at  Abrantes 
on  the  2itli  of  September,  though  not  killed  in  battle  may  yet  truly 
be  said  to  have  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country  ;  as  his  bri- 
gade being  attached  to  the  division  under  General  Hill  he  was  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  most  active  and  anxious  service ;  and  though 
his  health  had  buffered  repeatedly  and  greatly  from  fatigue,  and  from 
the  disorders  incident  to  the  climate,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
^a^i  the  brigade  during  the  active  part  of  the  campaign^  and  on  the 

eve 
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Affair  of  the  picquets. 


T  ■■  ■ 


*Ort  the  19th  the  French  attacked  the  post  at  Barba 
del  Ptterco,  which  was  occupied  by  four  companies 
of  the   96th    regiinent,    under    Lieutenant-Colonel 

Beck  with.  .       » 

Immediately  opposite  Barba  del  Puerco,  9P  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  stands  St.  Felices;  and  be- 
tween these  two  villages  is  the  only  bridg^  on  tbe 
Agueda  below  Ciudad  Rodrigo;  thid  was  the  ofljy 
spot  where  the  enemy  could  cross  the  river,  for  tUe 
recent  rains  had  filled  it  so  as  to  render  it  no  longe  ' 
fordable.  .        .  ^        ' 

At  the  Utter  village  the  enemy  collected  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  and  crossed  the  bridge  with  six  hundred 
men  after  dark,  keeping  the  remainder  on  the  other 
side.  These  followed  the  piccjuet  of  the  95tb  up 
from  the  bridge,  and  immediately  made  their  at- 
tack, but  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  two  officers, 
and  seven  men  killed,  and  six  prisoners,  besides 
arms. 

This  little  affair,  though  short,  was  brilliant,  an)d  ^ 
highly  creditable  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beckwith,  ' 
whose  little  party  only  lost  one  oifficer,  (Lieutenant 
Mercer)  and  three  men  killed,  and  ten  wounded. 

On  the  12th  of  April  Astorga  'fell,  when  350a 
Spaniards,  with  English  firelocks  and  wearing  En- 
glish clothes,  laid  down  their  arms  and  were  conduct^ 
ed  to  Barrize,  and  from  thence  into  France.     The 

whole 


eve  of  a  battle.    To  this  military  feeling,  to  thlsstrong  sense  of  duty*  to 
this  soldier-like  determination^  he  fell  a  sacrifice;  and  so  closed  his  short . 
hut  honourable  career,  not  yet  jijuite  iive-and-thirty. 

At  the  age  of  sixtebn  he  entered  into  the  army»  and  first  joined  his 
regiment  in  Canada,  and  from  that  time  to  the  hour  of  his  death  de* 
voting  himself  entirely  to  his  profession ;  he  was  in  constant  service  in 
America,  at  Corsica,  the  Cape^of  Good  Hope,  when  he-  was  aid-du- 
camp  to  Lord  Macartney,  afterwards  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and 
then  to  Portugal,  where  be  #ls  pressent  ii\  every  action ;  and  also  in  the 
memorable  retreat  of  Sir  John  Moore. 

His  private  jcharacter,  in  every  relation  in  life,  was  highly  aQiiable; 
and  th4t  and  little  more,  he  has  left  to  his  amiable  wid^w  and  helpless 
orphans. 


■  ) 
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Frenoh  iSmgtoi  Ciudtd  lUdrigo. 


whole  nisumber  of  paas6tf9r3 « tnken  W^  however, 
about  600&9  (bfisida  16 fiOO  killed  Amiikg  tliesie^eA 
anil  there  were  also  twenty  pieces  of  caoBoti  cap^ 

Sonae  jealousies  at  >^hls  pimo<t  seem  to  have  extst« 
ed  between  the  Fretich  generals  ^  for  it  is  said  that 
MarsM  Ney»  wba  was  then  inviting  CSiudad  Ro-^ 
drigOf  had  a  considierabIe^d«gree*^f  apprehension  that 
GeneralJuftot,  between  wl|oin  and  himself  tberfe  Waii 
some  misunderstanding,  would  not  co-oper^  with 
him  for llie  reduction  of  th0  city,  with  all  Ae  cordia- 
lity and  promptitude  which  the  circvnnstanees  demand- 
ed  i  but  Junot,  notwithstanding^  joined  him  after  the 
capture  >  of  Astorga,  and  in  the  mean  time  Marshal 
Massena^  iiet  out  from  Paris  in  order  to  take  the  com^ 
mandof  the  army  appointed  for  the  conquest  of  Por^ 
tugal,  forming  a  force  of  eighty  thousand  men. 

The  siege  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  had  long  been  re-^ 
tiu^ed  and  obstructed  by  heavy  rains,  bad  roads,  and 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  transportation  of  stores 
and  prMisioris,  considerably  increased  by  I^ord  Wei- 
litigtdn  with  the  iillied  army  being  in  its  vicinity ;  but 
at  lengthi  the  French  trenches  were  opened  on  the 
lAth^f  June,  J«t  as  Masscnahad  arrived  to  take  the 

command  of  the  army. 

Sit««ed  as  liord  Wellington  was,  he  could  not 
with  propriety  advance  for  iPts  relief;  his  ttianceuvres 
being  strictly  defensive,  ^^^  his  army  totally  unable 
to  cope  with  that  of  Massena  as  assailants^  though 
his  superipr  skill  find  the  energy  of  his  troops  soon 
after  enabled  him  to  choose  and  to  defend  his  posi- 
tion of  Busaco,  with  additional  honour  to  the  British 
arms.  . 

15.  *    2tT  lA 


*  Before  Mwiena  left.  Salamanca  he.  puWUhed  a  proclamation, 
•tyling  himself  King  of  Portugal,  and  promifing,  on  i^^'oyal  Wor^ 
lo  drive  all  the  Enjclish  into  the  sea  in  less  than  three  months  ;  and  de- 
SaS  thi^^^  hang  etery  British  officer  found  in  |he  Portuguese 


invice  * 
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fl.l)^y.<tf!^i^)]viibiutdhJNii»9ti^^       risk}  bMkcS  tUt 
JLpg»ei^r,(i9)^^^^^^^  an  tlw4dfti$ 

ivniist  a  detachmeDt  was  sent  from  the  latter  .tenpl 
htnf^d%  ^  ie^]m^  M«i^  MA  «h«ek  J^f^iotiiMA  of 

^i»  d^iT|fot^d^t)tf^MlOO.utfWV»l^''A^  lCt».'tt» 

«j^lk  i»poi9t |^4#i9«af Igititov  ikftt ; in  Mdef(to:i4pfieii  t^'^  ' 
f^i^WtfSi^.tb^  fowft^jifc?  imcewaryto  nWAcfcitwo  tfBtr 
y^ai^y  If  hitfb  w«r^in«t  0»«ii9r,^iiirfiAMpi«  Imti  «^«i»^«id 
r^flj^eii  iMB^^ri  iim^ri4iTt|»|iiit^A  ihfir:  f;(vlef^  {hmUot 
burnt,  .^ft#r ;  wii^'th^:lF^Aoh'  wW0^«  ^it^-fcir  jMNjM 

tbfa^»    ;.  -^i  ;\:'    .'•:,  ji  f.: :-• ; ;   *;.' '-^y*;?  ^,-.:, 

x}%t6'Vfmtln^  r  ^  ;tboug^.  .oii;l;be  S^tb;  tW  wOrU 

jTpiis^d  t)y)tb9  4)9oy;^  Ito  U^t^hi^  of^r$^g!b9qB 

enthusiasm,  appeared  determine  to^i^fsifit  |Q;jbi|e  last 
^extneiBit^rv  !]^t(«  brMckMifv3i^  atitmif tkiuiodo  ors  the 
9iht^  ^fti^r  "wh^Mht  tKplosmiQf  a  iviifte  unfortw* 
xiajb^y  tlforew  tbo:  iR^bole.  Munlcmoitq^  UHo  the  ditdk 
JbeloW'  th^  lM)e»4^^  (h^n  4ibMt,^i|^eej|  ;latboi|i6  i« 
.\Fkltb;  af^  fOkil^helMi  .itt  th^  tevienittg/jifbe  wl^ 
fr^charmfr  j^d^aqcM^.ldftiJbetOSfMjt^^^ 

5Fas  obli^Bd  tp  :wriiefod^.<il  iliicf/atiQQi  £v^  tb^ 
French  were  struck  withthe  appearance  of  desolation 
4ipd  ruin,  which  was  seen*f>]$all  sides  ;  indeed  scarf  ely 
a  house  was  to  be  met  with  that  was  entire,  6r  ex« 
cmptTfom  some  inarks  of  Ihe  "horrors  of  Ihe  siege* 
Upwards  of  gOOOr  Ibst  their  Kves,,  arfd  the  remamaer 
of  the  garrison^ tojtbe  number  of  ?<)pQ,  vr&te  obliged 
lo^eposit  tbeir  arms  in  the  arsefi^l  Wiiere  tlie  Fcesu^b 


3maicixm>m  smsvasvatt. 


^  ,1        '^ 


D]>k>bw)A  oitHfi^ainliTmy. 


million  of  mosquet  cartridges^  ■SSSfbtfeiWiytaas^'^li 
w-4fl*^i*|«:»lli8>''^'^'^  !^n/fflTddwi3Vo  nc  naife  r-,  // 

connoissance  were  i 

khwUat«  'otf^iMife,' 

«&aiiitig«iiiHta/ft>«p6' sti'Mtti^^Usa'!)  ^tit^  of  the'iiivnd> 
TB^wmyt  rthi()WttoH*ftceaiWrtetrfyl1ft;p6o  mep,  ac-*' 
■cowttiig^'tlw  ttift  FFdneh'tfdtttiBn!,  wfiit^,  eiven  if  trpe* 
«d(it«  uteve  to  tbe-fa»e  ofWs'terdsfrtp'  in  jiaviog  k,3pt 
«'t  Il^'««l»'R«  OTfer«heJ*rfftff'f«t<Je,  anfl  bbligiug  them 
atUfit'tioretreiril.'  ^'^   ■^'''  '■"'''  ";' 

TheilsrtfibutiotKif  his-ftrrce  Will  serve  to  elucidate 
*liB.ia*portiaBt  eyeM*  nA^  aUont  to  take  place.  Ge- 
ndrak.  Lciaoft  with- ■  IS-.OOO  inen  invested  Almeida, 
-wltitlA'th^  MWaijidfeP  of  Ney'8'corps,  about  10,000, 
were  at  Fort  de  la  CoDcef>tion.  About  three  tniles 
N,W*ftt»mCi<jda4Rodri^o,  at  St. Felix,  was  Junot 
.-mih  95^000  naes,  rt\»\st  a  force  to  the  same  amoiinjt 
.tva»  ill  CiwdftctRedrigo,  and  its  iitnmediaLe  viciDitr. 
Tiws«  three  cdrps  we«  within  two  days'  march  of  the 
>aUied  army,  and  some  part  of  them  not  more  thaa 
seven  or  eiffht  tnilea  distant,  whilst  Massena,  th^ 
Coinmaader-in-Chief,  was  at  Val<lenii]la,  a  village 
near  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  which  a  few  weeks  before  had 
4»een  occupied  by  Lord  Wellington.  Kellerman  was 
on  the  n<wth  of  Portugal,  and  threatened  Oporto  with 
12,000  men :  and  Begnier"^  fnenaced  Atentejo  in  tb^ 
2r2  south 

*  Begoier  itconsidefed  in  Franco  as  ofi«  of  th^r  belt  informed  ot^ 
ficeri,  bolti  intlislheor;  nod  practice  of  wir  {  and,  itisiaid,  Ihal.'for 
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soath  with  ^boat  ^  8,000  i  wkiHth^  remaiiyog^  moM 
divisions  occupied  sacb  posts  tn^wene  m^cemtakat 
for  procurioff  foragOy  S^« 

with  such  an  overwheTming  force  it  is  not  kurnrisi' 
jug  that  Masaona  modiua  IniMriiil  master  ^hpQld  have 
considered  the  opnqoesfc  of  Portugal  as  certam ;  yit 
even  such  a  force»  'we  shall  see,  was  heiffled  bj 
the  superior  skill  and  address^  of  the  British  general, 
whose  defensive  conduct  in  this  situation  seems  moob 
worthy  admiration  than  even  his  most  brilliant  vic- 
tories. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  without  going  very 
far  back,  that  ever  since  the  retreat  after  the  battle  of 
Talavera,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  plan  of  Lord 
Wellington  had  been  to  avoid  any  further  active  co^ 
operation  with  the  Spanish  army,  until  it  was  better 
organized  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  resolved  not  to  re- 
tire from  Spain,  unless  obliged  by  absolute  necessity. 
Should  that  ev^n  be  the  case,  still  he  detemined,  if 
possible,  to  make  a  stand  on  the  Portuguese  'frontieri 
whc^re  his  arrpy  would  be  as  serviceable  to  the  cause 
of  Spain  as  if  actually  in  that  country  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  took  post  between  Merida  and  Badajoz  for 
some  time,  until  he  found  it  necessary  to  retire  for  the 
defence  of  Portugal. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  (1810)  the 

ritish  army  was  princip^ly  about  Lisbon,  and  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Tagus  ;  when^^  .having  gained  a 
fresh  stock  of  good  health  by  good  quarters,  they  were 

able 


*      I       »'     ^ii 


^tiis  reason,  alone,  has  Buonaparte  been  induced  not  to  make  htm  a 
:MarsKal,  ^fearful  of  losing  his  useful  services  in  his  situation  as  head 
'Of  thettaft  particularly  with  respect  to  the  commissariat,  the  conduct 
:of  sieges.  Sec* 

i  He  is  by  birth  a  Swiss ;  and,  entering  the  army  as  a  soldier,  and  not 

as  a  politician,  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  was  held  in  high 

J  estimation  with  Pichegru.     With  Moreau  also  he  was  a  favourite ;  yet 

XJenewl  Sarrazin  asserts  that  he  was  deficient  in  the  field,  and  though 

'  brave,  yet  wanting  that  presence  of  mind  so  necessary  for  a  generaL 

I  Regnier  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Maida,  when  Sir  John  Stuart 

snatched  the  laurel  he  expected  to  gain. 


il^llQtJIS  OF  WELUNOTOV.  gm 
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Qamlftn  of  tii«  Briiiflh  army. 


able  in  February  to  occupy  an.  eKtemied]  line  pram 
Santareiu  on  the  Tagus  to  Oporto  .on  the<IlanrQ^i»» 
dading  Lamegp,  Yi^WfT  CoiiBohti^f  andf.Abtaotefl^ 
having  been  joined  by  the  Portuguese  troops^  somhif 
cKscipTified  by  the  ^|L)iai1t.  and  itra^fatigiable  Marshal 
Beresford  :  whilst  Generiil  Hillijradin  advance  wkk 
a  considerable  bodj  ctf.  cfiTaJrjr,  on  tthe  banks  of  the 
Gua^ianat  in  order,  to.  0heck  the  •  approach  of  the  e^^ 
mj^  who  bad  appeared  before  Badajoz.  -      >  > 

During  the  operatiQus,  (^f  the  French  army  against 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  the  British  and  allied  army  was  caa^ 
toned  Jn  five  distinct  bodies ;  one  was  at  Celorico, 
consisting  of  about  6,000 :  men  under  Geoeral  Sji^a^ 
cer;  General  Hill  h^d^tOOO  between, the  Tagus  anA 
the  Gnadiana}  General  Cole  had  abdqt  10,000  at 
Guarda,  winch  wa^tiie  principal  post ;  at  PinhelGei^ 
neral  Picton  lay  ]ivith  4>000»  and  General  GraiifaMl 
was  stationed  in  advance,  between  Guarda  and  tiia 
French  army. 

On  }he  4th  of  July  the  enemy. passed  the. Agueda 
in  force,  and  obliged  Brigadier-General  Craufnrd  to 
fall  back  with  bisradvanced  guard  to- the  neighbour- 
hood oft  tl^e.^rt  of,  La  Conception;  which  had  pret 
yiocisly  been  :p€;cupi^d  by  a  part  of  the  third  divisioa 
of  infantry.  ./.-[•/  ,      :.  > 

In  this.iiipvilrpfqql;^  hoffeyWf  the  enemy  were  not  al- 
lowed to  act  qiiiet^y  1;  but '  were.  c^tuioyedh^re)>eat^ 
slurmishjngiWitb:  considerable  effioct  by  the  1st  hns^ 

sars. 


*  Viseu,  with  its  districts,  includes  the  see  of  a  bishop,  and  tweQty* 
two  small  towosy  the  whole  population  amounting  to  about  95,000  be- 
jfore  the  country  was  laid  waste  by  the  French  amiies. 

Viseu  itself  is  situated -about  the  centre  of  the  province,  between 
the  Vouga  and  Moodego,  and  is  of  very  ancient  date  being  called 
Viconttum  by  the  Romans,  the  proconsul  Deciiis  Brutus'having  found- 
ed it  In  the  time  of  Sertorius.  Even  yet  two  toArers  of  Boniah  archi- 
tecture are  in  existence :  but  it  possesses  another  specimen  of  antiquity, 
which,  if  not  so  old,  is  perhaps  more  curious :  this  is  the  tombt  of  the 
ill-fated  Gothic,  or  Visi*>Gothic  king,  Kodrigo,  who,  having  escaped 
from  the  battle  of  Xeres,  with  the  loss  of  his  army  and  his  crown^  be*^ 
came  a  monk  at  this  place. 


SpirittddtiffiiiriMi* 


and  by  the  9il  battalion  of  PtirDdg^iMe  elMss<!tt^, 
«hQp  nud^rUte  ooaiaaMl  of  UiiiitMaiitwCMomff'l^ 
jtev  ^Kqday^  great  aUiaflmeHf  kr  fr^({QeHt  i«eiMiibbH^ 
^itfcthePr«tb.  •  -   '^'  • " '     ^. »  -  ''^  -'''-:' 

OaJlia  lllh  of  Jaljr  bis  lJ^piA\f;iet^Wii&}mi^- 
g!«iic6  nf  tSiodad  RDdrlgd  iMrWtt^  mirMfid^'(fe^  to^  tHe 
ji*feMfa  inraiy  ttifder  IMiimhat  J9ey,  Avhd>  liatiihtg  m:id^ 
-•iarf e  and  praotit^ablerbreaclif  ivi  ttie  pki^^fHiH^ftltftfi 
every  measure  fbr  a  sterto^^  V^n  VM  gwrfsbti  stlp- 
Mndared  to  hU  tomw  of  cafrtcotatipn,^  ftsr  klMatf^^* 

.  Whilst  the  memf  were  irt  sudb  ferci?;  LdW' Wrf- 
lii^^n  ooatd  t)nfy  tni(96ii  their  itaeit<efA!reiits^  iei|0  {(tat 
io  closely »  thttt  <^rei)cietit 'fiikirmfsh^  to^  ;]^faf  e  t>|p- 
tmv^oii  the  picqute-of  the  two  amie^:  pktfi^lailj' 
<m  the  1 1th  jof  Jloly,  whilst  Uli^  head^cftitfrters  vreirtf  art 
ihlMrca;  Mrhere,  In  o^littfe  affbir,  the  ehemy  to^two 
wtkcmtf  aad. tbkiyuone'  men^  and'  ^ t%^n1f^^iiine' {fbtsc;^, 
all  taken  or  killed ;  when  the  British  los»  Was*  'T/^evt* 
atoeqUCoIonei  TalI)ot  arid  oig^ht  Weii  of^  14iR^Ut 
dragoons  Ulled,  and  tweiity-'thr^ee.  bounded /^ 

.  ^hese  litMeaflhirsy  though  of  virb^idi^ortai^tb  the 
^anetsils^tenir'of  nvahfare;  wel«e>  ybt  vtsmil^  fil^^i)^ 
npihe  spirit  of  okir  troopS)  aUMl^in  pt'oving  a'salntary 
check  to  the  impertinence  of  the  enemy.  *    *  >f'    • 

The  adiiaBced  ^sts  of  «he  IMUm '  ^rttif  Sitrder 

BngttdieM^oaeMdi  Craiirah*;  jrecbaiMed  iti  ')lli6  rtf- 

lag^es  aeas  the  lort  of  .La  GbneeptiOn^  utttii'tiie  ifXst 

*  of 


'*  The  enemy  bad  taken  up  tbdr  grpitod  M«rs.Qiqd[tii  a«ltigo,  •tt 
iht  S6ih'of  April;  they  invested  it  cooppl^lety.  oti  tbe  lUh  of /uiui» 
v«nd  opened  their  fire  on  it  on  the  24th  of  tlxibt'inosth..  Adverting  to 
the  nature  and  position  of  tbe  place,  to  th?  defieiieticy  and  defects  of 
Its  works,  to  the  advantages  which  the  ea^my  bad  in  their  attack  upon 
h,  and  to  tbe  numbers  and  formidable  eq,uipm««)t  by  which 4t  was  at- 
tacked, liord  .Wellington  considered  tho  defepoe  of  Ciudad  RMhrigo 
to  have  been  most  honourable,  to  the  gQVf)tiH>r,>paQ  Aadfcs  £LcrTastt, 
and  his  garrison  ;  and  to  have  been  e^i|^Uy<iredi table  to  the  arms  of 
Spain  with  the  celebrated  defence  of  .nthfr  plafses,  by  which  thai  b»-> 
tlon  had  rendered  itsltlf  illustrious  during  tb^  pres»at  content  of  ia4o* 
pendence* 


Attack  pf  the  ndv^ncei^  pott. 


From  the  21st  nhtil  the  24th^  i^i^iMMral  Cr^vfiadl 
^^l^ntinued  to  occupy  his  main  position  (in  advance 
of  the  British  army  then  at  Alverca)  near  Almeidftt 

y»tih  hfe left  mtism  eirht  inmdreit  yanb  fjf  theliiri; 
a«^  bis  ri^t  eittmdmjlt  loi^^hh  Stnk^  BviUki 
^j^l^najr  aj^t^cfewg  ^im  c^  %  24tfe,  shpfHy  after  dfy^ 
h^bU  be,  W3th  a  very  large  body^of  lonalry'aad  mbki 
try,  WAS  oblig^ed  to  retire  across  the  bridjgpe,  over  i^ 
Ccm.    tn  this  pditit  df  r^eat  %  ti^ 

staran  the  faridgey  ffaay  were  refifilMd^iiHSiem  alL*     ^ 

•  Xh« 

.•    :  '       ■    .      •■'.».           '     »                           .      .    '  ■  '.I  "J  »  • 

*'4i.'>/i     .  >".  ^'f   r    '   "'■      .       «.  iv  II         iiiji   |i      I  ip  nil   j^^^  ifn  Wii  ■;!.    I  ^M^ 

^  €^l()ife4Cta«fuM^»«^«rirsMfiffeBtf»K!v  «ii«Uht9i^«b«4vui0e# 
10  MifUKk  «b«  light  diMiti«ii>  #itli  toefcit^dfil  tHnet  ^nd Your  cliaawncl  cft^ 
valry,  a  consicIeral>1e  number  of  gunt»  tlMt  4 t«rg^4>odf  of  ifffii»tiy^ 
On  tlM-^MC  «|ipM»affce  of  tMf  iietdi  of  eokmrnt,  ^h^firitMcMralrj 
M^Mgftde  of  artilWty  atuchtd  to  lire  di^iftron  adtaiMdod  lo  tuppoft 
ih^fUcifa^H  ; .  and  Captiiii  Koit,  -witli  lour  gustj  was  for  aoint  timv  eo*  ^ 
gi|f«d  wHIi  itaole  attadMd  to  the  tnemyV  caTirfry>  ^hicli  w^cre  of  mwA 
]mt%&  citibre.  '         . 

As  the  immeose  superiority  of  the  enemy's  force  displayed  \tse\f,  tbt 
«»fiOlea^Tati(!«  f^b^dkgradvaNy  towards  the  fsi^tiCM  of  Alnietda,^upQii 
tti€l%kt-dr  '#hrcili  «M  WfatHry  of  ^he  <dt«isiOri  was  posted »  hav4a^  lt» 
kft  la 'Ionia  endidsttres  near  Iho  windmyi,  ab^ut  ek;ht  iHiiukied  yavdf 
frbth  the  plaoe;  and  iU  rigiit  to  tbeCoa,  in  a  t^y  broken  and  ejuensiyo 
pdfti^bm^  whk^lt  will  «iiMiAely  nti^iessary foioccupy,  iti  orderto  o<ys<er 
^e  passagedf  th«  cavalry  aaKi  wmWery,  through  the  long  defile,  kadioig 
to  the  bftdge. 

After  XhH  WM  eflhot;^/tb«  fnfbMty  retired  hy  degrees,  and  in  as 
goo^  order  as  w^  possible  in  grouivd  so  extremely  intricate. 

A' )p0^ioji  close  rn  frofii  of  the  bridge  was  maintained  as  long  ar 
it  ^as  meeess^ry,  to  give  time  to  "the  troops  which  had  passed  to  tak^ 
m^  one  hehidd  the  river ;  and  the  bridge  was  afterwards  defended  with 
the  greatest  gallantry,  though  with  considerable  loss,  pajticularly  by 
the  43d,  and  part  of  the  95tK  regiments. 

TowlrHs%he  aOernoon  <he  fJi^hg  ceased  ;  and,. after  ft  was  dark,  Ge- 
nehtlCranifiird  marched  his  Whole  iiody  from  the  Coa,  ^nd  rotired  to 
Canralhal.  ' 

The  British  troops  cert-ainly  behared  with  great  J^llanftry ;  but  their 
)09S  w?s  spyere^  i>ot(i  in  killed,  wounded^   ahd  prisoners  the  latter  of 

wh^n, 


•      ^  iTall  of  Almtidlu 


:  'Tfte  rcti*at  rf^Ke  TBHtikh  advance  ^nft'bled  the  ene- 
my to  open  tfiiBir'fffi^'iirpoh  Alineidi^lateb^  Saturday 
lligbt^i^rfy  ^oirSirtdayTnbnff^  tht^26th  of  July; 
aud^  tber place  was  surrendered  in  the  course  of  the 
Bight  oMKeimhl^<-^'        '.  •*^"''  -  f     '•      ' ' 

^J    'I        '»    »»^    ifiimVi    'iiu    >> *'"    '!'l'l,'*'i    >    '•'    '      ""     ■■ '      - 

JuM  after  The  B^tosh'cjfvairy'aoajttpl-^liad  bej^un  to  retfre,* 

dwiitenant  &di6nS''E;lMtd'  EbM,  'Ciptalri'  Ev  ftaiiieitJii/  and  •  two 
lifefrtCtuAu;  w«Yc;l0lltellVj»M^  #bbl64oc>'atii<]ttntcd  to  iij^ank  ol 

f,.*^ftj(er/rpTn,Cpi(gwl^Cjj5t  exp|ai^|fory  qf  tlie.feH»of,Aameidiu  if 
Aere  deserving  of' a  *pl&'c.  "  "  .   *  *    ."    * 

•  ^^'^'4ppczhiK^hi^^reiiiiei-fo'iht  netc^^^f  capituliitmg  otf 
tbe  ^thitt  tB»(f£lmkht«^|tft;'ln€miieqUeatl:  ctffhe  un^ortuliae^eK* 
yIdsDn  of  the  great  magaxine  of  powder  in  the  castle,  and  the  small 
magazines  contiguous  to  it,  by  which  dreadful  accident  he  was  depriTcd 
cfthie  whute  uf  Mt  aUillf ly  'ami  l»U^<tuet  dmmunltron;  witlT  the  c>fce|»-* 
tloii  of  ft  lew  9k0^«  up  cart/idg^,  which  remaiiiod  in  some  of  the  ex- 
piense  m9g/niw»<m  -tht 'liinppartfty  and  tiiirty<*fiid^  bamte  of  :powdcv 
^hkkh  wer«iii.tb6j^lMratory.  , 

' .  '*  Uf  i^ardi  of  half  of  ihe4etAchuiei>t  of  aiHillej^  and  a  great  liinbber 
9f  Infaivtry  soldten^  t>esid^'|eyeval:of  the  inbabitantsi.  Wfi^,de8fanpye4 
by^^M  eUfxl  of  tbia.'t^rible  .eVpilosion.-TMaiiif  ot  the  guns  wV^e  dis* 
mfUKoted  vfion  the  n9^|iarts,^thfs  iKprJ^s  i909tii^ifriaUyJrgtfrcN3>.^od,a 
general  dismay  spread  amon^^st  the  troops  and  inhabUAilts  of  t^ 
jplac^*  •  "i;  ■    ••*•  '.r  .;'•<-•  *>^ "J. 

;  y  Ih  this  nluationji  thit  dlfficultief  oecasipDful  by  ih^*  ^pHosion  welr« 
mucH  increased  by  the  infamous  Qonduet  of  -£4^  <M0slt»  .tlie  Portuguew 
Gov.^oor9  and  of  B^rreros  commaoding  th^sir  ^rlHi^jf*;:  The  Ibrmerf 
Uideed,  had,  untiltheconimenceoscnt  of  the  enenYy.*sfice». acted  with 
much  seal  and  propriety ;  but  as:  ^pQp  as  thai  t^giio,;4slptBt  himself .  up 
io.tbe  bomb  proofs ;  and  after  the  ej^plpMiMii*  /rom  p^Bfymal  lear^and  to 
a^oid  any  furthier  firing,  took  advantage  of  the  constema^ioo  and  con* 
ftisiop,.  which  must  ever  be  attendiHit  on  supb  a^ajM^,  to  counteract  Co- 
lonel Cox's  attempt  to  bold  out  at  least  some  time  longer.  The  Majos 
of , artillery  too  had  acted  w«U  during^hefuege,  byt  aAer  ^he  exp^onon 
appears  to  have  added  treachery  to  cowsirdice ;  and^  to  gain  fayodr 
with  the  enemy,  comniunicated  to  him  the  real  state  of  tbe  garrisbo, 
and  that  it  had  no  ammunition  whatever  Icftj  whiph  induced  Massena 
to  refuse  terms  demanded  by  tlie  Colonel.  •  . 

'^In  this  distressing  situation.  Colonel  Cox  had  no  alterpative  but  to 
vkse  lus  best  endeavours  for  the  most  honourable  terms  be  could  4»ra« 
cure ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  observe*  that,  with  the  before-mentioned 
axc«ptions,  the  garrison,  both  British  and  Portuguese,  behaved  remark- 
ably well ;  but  Masseoa  infamously  broke  the  CapitolatioOj  and  actually 
detained  upwards  of  600  of  the  militia  as  Pioneers!^'  , 


BtARQfJlS  O*  WELLINGtdtr.  345 


MoYemetils  «f  the  Biitiili-arAiy. 
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'        '    "  '  '■■■-■..  I  .     !■  — .y,jn     III         .  ■  I     ■    I  .1   I    M      I         .  I  I    mi    I.  I  I         11 I.      .        Wfc 

Lord  Wf^Hfiigton  seenHi  to  hare  been  disap- 
pointed by  the  speedy  fall  of  the  place ;  for  in  his 
Eablic  dtspatebes  he  expressed  -not  only  bis  regret, 
tit  his  ityabilrty^  to  aecoaot  for  so  trifling  s.  defenrce. 
An  eicpTosion  in  the  town  had,  indeed,  been  heard  a€ 
the  advanced  posts,  during'  the  eourse  of  the  dav'  on 
the  27tb,  and  it  was  observed  tfeat  the  steeple  of  th# 
cfeufch  wafs  destroyed,  and  manr  houses  unroofed  by  - 
the  bombardtnent ;  bnt,  althotfgti  1^  telegraphic  com«^ 
mnnication  had  been  established  with  the  governor, 
yet  the  weathernot  permit4;ing  it  to  be  used  during*  the 
Sunday,  afnd  greatest  part  of  the  next  day.  Lord  Wel- 
lington, on  its  clearing  u|>,  had  the  mortification  to  see 
tkatthe  besieged  and  the  assailants  were  in  communi'* 
cation.  As  soon  as  he  was  certain  df  the  fall  of  the 
place,  he  mo^ed  the  infantry  of  the  British  army 
again  into  the  taltey  of  the  Mondego,*  keeping  a  di- 
vision upon  Guarda,  and  the  outposts*  of  the  cavalry 
at  Alverca. 

In  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  August,  the  eitemy^ 
attacked  the  British  picquets  twice,  but  feebly,  and 
were  immediately  repulsed  j  yet  in^  the  afternoon  they 
obliged  Srr  Stapleton  Cotton  to  draw  m  )m  posts  from 
beyond  Praxedas.  f 
15.  2x  Lord 

^■iwiMi    w  t  innii  II  iiwi    I  .mini  ■<    III m*    liii.iiiii     \itm,tt>utm»t*mm^ti$^mt^m**mm0m>*''^»^mmmitmi***f 

\ 

*  ''The  valley  of  MoDd^go  is  in  some  parts  abrupt  and  inaccessi- 
bife,  Witft  the  river  of  that  name  foaming  over  ^reat  masses  of  stone  of 
v^  singular  conformation;  apparently  causetl  by  the  course  of  the 
^^ter.  It  is  not  here,  however  navigable.  Our  men  calculated  the 
dAbont  to  be*  a  league,  and  the  ascent  of  the  opposite  mountain  to  be< 
at  least  two  leagues.  On  the  immediate  bank  of  the  river  stands  thei 
vlttage  of  Miserella,  I  think  the  sweetest  romantic  seclusion  I  eVer  bc- 
helif ;  a  valley  of  prodigious  extent  on  either  side,  bounded  by  moun* 
tains»  and  abounding  in  every  luxury— <lhe  oak,  chesnut,  ^nd  most  othef 
forest  trees,  which  are  known  in  Britain ;  and  the  orange,  the  pine,  the 
arbutus,  and  an  infinity  of  others,  in  full  foiiage  and  luxuriency  of  fruit. 
It  was  Really  winter  on  the  lops  of  the  rtonntaiu!?,  and  midsummer  iri 
the  valley."  Journal  qfan  officer. 

t  A  brilliant  little  affair  took  place  at  thii'period  and  deserves  no* 
tice. 

On  the  Q^S  of  Atigust»  in  the  morning,  a  ttoop  of  the  Idih  H^t 

'  dragoom^^ 
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^|i  III     *    in  li    <iiri 


Adv«ncc  towards  Coinibn, 


■^JU«l»JCB85SSSBS3S3SS  ■     ■  ■    i  i    "T^^T^SSSm 


.  Lord  Wellington  now  discovered  Massena^s  plan, 
\i;hich  wa8  graoually  unfolding  itself.  He  seemed 
deierniined  to  turn  the  left  of  the  allied  army;  but 
Ijord  Wellington  to  check  him,  retired  through  the 
valley  of  Mondego,  when  Massena  adopting  a  new 
route,  threw  himself  into  the  road  that  leads  from  Vi* 
seu  to  Coimbra,  in  hopes  of  getting  possession  of  the 
resources  presented  by  that  city  and  its  vicinity,  and 
thence  to  proceed  to  Lisbon.  Lord  Wellington  im- 
mediately determined  to  cover  Coimbra ;  not  with  the 
intention  of  maintaining  that  post,  but  in  order  to  give 
the  inhabitants  time  to  retire  with  their  effects.* 

Though  Massena  had  concentrated  the  greatest 
part  of  his  forces  at  Viseu  on  the  21st  of  September, 
yet  a  halt  of  three  days  was  absolutely  necessary  ia 
order  to  give  time  for  the  bringing  up  the  baggage 
and  the  artillery ;  and  it  was  during  these  three  days 
that  Lord  Wellington  was  enabled  to  execute  the  ju- 
dicious and  brilliant  manoeuvre  of  passing  from  the 
left  to  the  right  of  the  Mondego,  and  then  taking  up 

his 


drageons,  and  one  of  theitb  Portuguese  dragooni,  forming  a  squadroa 
under  the  command  of  Captain  White  of  the  13thy  whilst  reconnoitring 
at  Ladovera,  fell  in  with  a  patrole  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  belonging 
to  the  ^d  corpr  under  General  Regnler,  and  consisting  of  one  captain, 
two  subaltern*,  and  about  sixty  men.  Captain  White  fortunately  sue* 
ceeded  in  coming  up  with  tbem,  when  he  immediately  charged  and 
overturnsd  them,  talking  prisoners  two  lieutenants,  three  Serjeants,  six 
cprporals,  one  trumpeter,  fifty  privates,  and  about  fifty  horses ;  the 
captain  t>etiig  aHo  a  prisoner,  but  escaping  during  the  bustle  on  foot ; 
and  all  this  without  the  Joss  of  a  man  on  our  side,  and  six  only  of  ^he 
enemy  beiiig  wounded. 

*  The  humane  and  judicious  conduct  of  Lord  Wellington,  by  this 
rapid  and  well  conducted  movement,  gave  such  oflfence  to  Massena, 
that  in-  a  letter  which  the  latter  wrote  on  his  arrival  at  Viseu,  judgiQg^ 
pr^ahly  of  English  conduct  by.%iiat  the  French  themselves  iiad  done, 
he  asseried  that  he  had  passed  thoQ^h  a  country  and  '^through  ways: 
bristling  with  rocks,  and  a  inere  desert;  «ot  a  soul  to  be  seen.  Every 
thing  removed,  destroy)^,  or  abandoned.  The  English  had  the  bar- 
barity to  order  all  who  should  remain  at  their  liomes^  to  be  shot.  Old 
men,  women,  and  children,  flying  h^ore  usJ* 

From  this  curfous  specimea  of  the  epistolary^  we  may  judge  at  Ivhicb 
antionihe  {Portuguese  wercrnaost  terrified. 


MARQUIS  OP  WELLIKGTON.  347 

■   ,      ■        '  ■        "■     ■       ■  ■    '.         . ■i=a> 

-  Takes  post  tt  finsaco. 

-     ■■,.—■■-.  ■  ...   i: -■■,-•■■   I.      •.  ■    ■■  11     .. 

his  position  on  the  Sierra  He  Busaco.*  At  that  peridM 
the  head-quarter^  of  the  British  army  were  at.Celd- 
rica ;  bat  Lord  Wellington  foand  it  prudent  to  retire 
towards  Viseu,  on  which  the  French  army  under  Ma^- 
sena  continued  to  advance  from  Celorico  upon  the  laC- 
ter  position.  During;  these  operations,  the  different 
corps  of  Portuguese  tniHtia,  and  Ordenanza,  were  em- 
ployed upon  his  6ank  and  rear,  and  Colonel  Trant 
with  his  division  attacked  the  escort  of  the  miTttary 
ehesit  atid  reserve  artillery '  near  Tojal  on  the  20th. of 
Septeniber.  In  this  affair  Colonel  TraM  succeeded 
so  far  as  to  take  about  one  hundred  prisoners;  butthk 
enemy  colledted  a  force  from  'his  fr^t  and  rear,  which 
obliged  the  colonel  to  retire  towards  the  Douro.  Not- 
witbstaodiiig  this,  the  exertions  of  the  different  detach- 
ed corps  were  so  great,  that  Lord  Wellington  felt  him- 
Mlf  justified  in  saying  that  the  enemy's  communica- 
tiOD  with  Almeida,  in  his  rear,  was  not  only  cut  off, 
but  that  he  possessed  only  the  ground  on  which  his 
army^stood. 

In  this  juncture  Lord  Wellington  found  it  neces- 
Mpjr,  about  the  middle  of  September,  t«  adopt  mea- 
soresto  collect'  his  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Coimbra,  f 

2x2  and 


*  Busaco  is  a  position  in  a  mountainous  country  of  some  e^ptent ;  in* 
4ced  the  whole  province  of  Beira,  of  which  Coimtira  is  the  capital,  is 
almost  entirely  surrounded  by  a  chain  of  mountains. 

The  eastern  range,  along  which  are  the  towns  of  Quarda,,  Celorico, 
Traneoso,  and  Viseu,  is  opposed  to  the  Spanish  frontier ;  whilst  the 
oortberD  range  extends  across  the  whole  kingdom  of  Portugal,  and 
separates  Beira  from  the  northern  provinces.  The  rivei^  Mondego 
nearly  crosses  the  interior  in  a  westerly  course,  and,  therefore,  parallel 
to  the  northern  range.  From  the  right  bank  of  this  river  there  als6 
springs  a  small  northerly  chain  of  mountains.  This  chain  is  the  Sierra 
de' Busaco,  exactly  on  which  position  Lord  Wellington  awaited  the  ar- 
rival and  attack  of  the  French. 

t  Coimbra,  like  almost  all  the  great  cities  in  Portugal,  \(  b\iilt  on 
the  declivity  of  a  hill,  which,  in  this  instance,  is  of  considerable  steep- 
ness; only  a  small  part  of  the  town  being  situated  on  the  plain.  The 
Mondego,  in  its  wide  bed,  winds  along  in  front  close  to  the  hill,  and 
•ver  It  is  n  lo)ig  stone  bridge.    The  traveller  does  not  perceive  the 
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and,  if  pcwisible,  to  prevent;  tbe  eaewy  Iram  ge|tw|; 
jposs^s^oa  of  tl)9l  towp^ 

Whilst  emplojf pel  io  perll^ting  tfaiv  numo^vrQi  the 
entmy's  Advl^lCie4  gM^ril  ^w  the  3jl«jb  p0«b^4  m  to^« 
CaQ^ua4ao  at  the  jimctioa  of  th^  rivevs  Crw  and  INi»s 
^ad  Brjgadier-6ao^i;^l  Fad^  r^^  acrpw  tba  fer- 
.9^,  apy^  joipa4  ^rigf^ier^Cr^n^al  Craufiu'd  f»t  Hftas- 
iJ^gi^f  having  dc^roj^  ^  bfid9e$  pver  tk^m  two 

•rivgw.    .... 

TM  ep^m>;'9  a^  v^^u^d  guArfl  crps^^^  ih^  Gfm  htm- 

me  vimv^  tU  bri4g^  w  the  ^ad ;  ^d  tjl^iwhoh^^f 

\he  601  coTf^ .  w^^  ^Uai^f ed  ^n  1h^.  otMr  «id«  ixf  t^ 
xiver  j  jon  which  liis  I.<Qrd««hip  w'^tMf^w  tk^  oairalry 
thrjviigih  the  Sier(a4^  Bu^af^t  jirfth^^.tb^ >c«<e|p(i$Hi'm 
three  isquadmn9,  ap  the  gff^td  wf^  nt^avMiMWe .  fw 
.t^  operations  of  tjiat  species  of  forcer       .  ^  ^ 

On  the  25tl)»  the  wb^U  of  th^  ^  anid  #f  ^b^lSii 
corps  of  thp  e^epfty  qrossei^  Uie  Cri?t »  *b?.P«igW>ow> 
)ioed  of  $t  paoibadoa;  aqd  QriigAdiar-Geii^a^  Cnyi^ 
fard*s  division  and  Brigadier-General  Fapfc'a{|rigft4e 

re|irefl  to  the  i^tipn  whifsh  !bad1>9^^ifediii|K«icfor 
the  army  pn  the  top  of  the  Sierca  d^  Bu9a90«»  .I^htM 
*  IrooM  werp  fpllowjed  in  ih\^,  moyeiQept  by  tbe  ^hiAm 
pf  tne  corps  of  Ney  and  B«|^nier ;  but  the  manoeuvre 
was  conducted  by  Brij^adier- General  Craufacdjoutb 
great  regularity^  and  the  troops  took  their  poi^ion 
without  ^ustaiaing  any  IqI^s  of  importance, 

Tfce 


Ipwn  until  he  d^^ds  mto  ^h^  valley :  jl^Mt  ^a  U  fonm  •  ibe  -mui 
i^urprisiug  view,  io  th^  inid^  of  «i  c^^rHiiji^  oojuqtvy^  which  It  adonw 
»ith  ionumieubk  nppaiterif^i  ^fkd  ^k^^r<^^„,  ?t^g  the.  dcdivity  of 
fountain. 

.fiut  he  hU9  no  «QDn»  entered  Cai(Qhra»  tJti^a'^U  hik$  ei^pectatimif  a^ 
^sappointed ;  for  the  pifeetf  f re  (^j^trfn^ely  Dafirpw»  «ar<M»l^*  Ml  «f 
angles,  ili-paved»  very  dirty,  and  frequently  iSfv^tieep  that  it  i>  diAcak, 
to  clii!9M|ierti«  There  |s  a  siogM^  br^ad  ftfeftton.thib  pUtfi;  tat  even 
that  Is  ^ot  iiHithiiied  liy  the  piiQb  hecause  it  i«  deenntd  u«iheaUI^  in  4be 

jmmmer. 

The  MoDdec;o  i^^ik  ip  winter,  overiow^i^s.  fa^uks,  and  iu  aiintncr 
ieaves  marghe9^  w^hipli^  »  m  i^il  warm  aiUDliie«»  ffipodince  peitikittial 

vapqurs. 
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The  4th  4fortQguese  CagarfbndSy  M^liek  Iiad  reti<red 
on  the  right  of  tfae^her  ti^ops,  and  ftie  picqoetls-<iif 
tbe.Sd  divi^ido  of  mfftntry,  whi<th  were  posted  at  San 
AiituDio  deCantaro;  under  Major' ^tnitb  of  the  45tb, 
WBMBttgaged  w«lhthe  adv^mce  of  Reg^nier^s  corp;!^  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ;  in  whidb  OTkir  the  Ca^a« 
donen  gained  great  credit  for  their  steadiness  aini  gal- 
Jwrtry**  ..•         ' 

As  4die  eneny !s  whole  arm^  was  on  the  mige  of  the 
Moodego,  and  as  it  was  6>rident  that  he  intended  to 
force  the  British  position,  LieotenabS-Gkfnetat  Hill 
crossisd  that  river,  by  a  short  mov^ement  <m  his  left',  on 
thenomifigof  the  26th,  leaving  Colonel  Le  Cor  with 
his  brigade  in  the  Sierra  de  Mftroella,  to  cover  the 
r^^  c^  the  army  ;  a^d  Major-€pMerat  f\ifie  with  his 
division  of  Portugnese  cavalrVf  and  the  13th  Hgftt 
•dragoons  in  front  of  the  Alva,  to  observe  and  cheek 
Ahe  movements  of  the  enemy's  ^caualry  on  the  Morf- 
degoi 

;  With  this  >exceiitio)i 'the  whole -Britisfa  armywis 
eoUaeted  4jpon  the  Sierra  de  Busaoo,  nfrWb  th^  cavaliw 
obaervmg  the  plain  in  the  resrr^f  its  left,  and  alio 
the  tbad  leading  from  Martagoa  to  Oporto,. through 

*  To  understand  thoroughly  the  suS>seqment  43|C<:urences  caooecteyl 
Wl^  th^  brilUot  ^jiir  of  Bikocq,  it  is  nei^esas^t^-  to  premise  .tiiat  the , 
inef-ra  d^  Bus^co  u  4i  lofiy  ridge  of  inpMPtftins^  extending  •from  tbe 
iJkfoQdcjgQ,  ^bout  eight  mUesin  a  northerly  dic^ction*  At  the.higli^t 
point  oif  tberidge,  about  two  Diiles  from  the  tf  fminstioii,  dre  t^'C^nveit 
sad  i^axden  of  Busaco,  Th'u*  Sierrar  is  cooi^^cAed  hy  a  moui^uiaous 
Ixaot  of  country  with  'Sierra  de  C^rainvU*  which  ex^nd^  in  a 
i^orth.  ^asl,ei;iy  direction  beyond  Viseu»  and  siPfianat^  tbr  valley  pf  iJie 
.iiiufie^  fm>in  from  the  valley  of  the  D(HirO|  «b  the  left  of-tJie  Mondege. 
JSfjea^yia^  li^e  with  the  Sierra  ,de  Qu9Rco  \$  another  ridge  q(  the 
4<^VPtJ09,  which  is  palled  the  Sierra  de  Marc«Ua*  covered  by  the 
river  Alva,  and  connected  by  other  mountainous  tracts  with  Uie Sierra 
4'Bar(9lte.     . 

4U  the  roads  to  Coimbra  from  the  eastward  lead  over  oi>e  or  qther 
af  these  Sierras  ;  and  they  are  very  difficult  for  the  passage  of  an 
army ;  the  apgi^dach  the  top  of  the  pidge  on  both  sides  being  very 
jpouotainous. 
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the  mountainous  tract  which  connects  the  Sierra  de 
.  Bttsaco  with  the  Sierra  de  Caramnla. 

The  eight  corps  joined  the  enemy  in  front  on  the 
20th,  but  did  not  make  any  serious  attaok  on  that 
day }  however,  the  light  troops  on  both  sides  were  en- 
gaged  throughout  the  line. 

£;ut  on  the  37th  the  Grand  Attack  was  made : 
for  at  six  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  enemy  coui- 
xnenced  two  desperate  assaults  on  the  British  portion ; 
one  on  the  right, .  the  other  on  the  left,  of  the  higbebt 
point  of  the  Sierra. 

The  attack  on  the  right  was  made  by  two  divisions 
I  of  the  2d  corps^  on  that  part  of  the  Sierra  occupied 
by  the  3d  division  of  infantry.  One  division  of 
French  infantry  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  ridge, 
when  it  was  attacked  iu  the  most  gallant  manner  by 
the  88th  regiment  under  the  command  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Lientenant^Colonel  WaHace  ;  and  tlie4St)i 
regiment  under  the  command  of  the  Honourable 
/Lieutenant-Colonel  Meade,  and  by  the  8th'  Porto* 
f^tiese  regiment  under  the  command  of  Lieuteniant- 
( Coloue)  Douglass,  directed  by  Major*Generiil  Piclon.* 

These 

*  General  Picton,  whoso  diitiguished  himself  in  this  action,  is^ 
native  of  Wales,  and  son  of  the  late  general  sawell  kiiown  in  the  A  me- 
ricao  war,  and  who  afterwards  held,  we  believe,  an  elevated  sitilattoii 
'  in  his  Majestj's  household. 

There  never  was,  perhaps,  a  man  more  hardly  used  than  this' gallant 
oiBeer,  for  his  conduct  at  Trinidad,  whilst  governor  of  that  island ;  in* 
d«ed  so  numerous  were  the  charges  against  him,  sixty-six  in  number, 
that  government,  though  they  did  not  supercede  him,  yet  thought  pro- 
per to  put  the  government  of  the  island  in  commission,  the  commission- 
ers being  Colonel  Fnlltrtoft,  the  naval  Commodore,  Sir  Sanluel  Hood« 
and  Colonel  Picton  himself,  who  stili  mainlairted  the  rank  of  nMlttfi^ 
Commander-in-Chief  In  the  island.  Yet  when  the  privy  council  catnie 
to  examine  those  sixty  si^  charges,^// except  one  were  dialtnfssed,  afrd 
tliat  was  for  signing  the  order  for  the  question,  or  torture,  to  be  applied 
to  Louisa  Cauldron. 

It  is  enough  here  to  observe,  that  torlore  is  certainly  against  both  the 
spirit  an4  Ittter  of  English  law,  and  Engfish  hamanity  ;  but,  by  the 
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These  three  corps  advanced  with  the  bayonet,  and 
drove  the  enemy's  division  from  the  advantageous 
ground  which  they  had  obtained. 

The  other  division  of  the  2d  corps  attacked  further 
on  the  right,  by. the  road  leading  from  St.  Antonio de 
Cantarb,  also  in  front  of  Major-General  Picton's  di« 
vision •  The  division  of  the  assailants  were  repulsed 
before  it  could  reach  the  top  of  the  rid^e,  by  the  74t(i 
regiment  under  the  coiumand  of  the  Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel  French,  and  the  brigade  of  Por- 
tuguese infantry;  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Champelmbnt,  directed  by  Colonel  Mackinnon. 

Major<*General  Leith^  almost  moved  to  his  left,  to 

the 


eapitulation  of  Trinidad  ibe  governor  was  obliged  to  abide  by  the 
Spanish  law  :  had  he  refused  the  order  bis  conduct  would  have  beea 
illegal.  We  mean  not,  however^  to  justify  hi?  proceeding  in  an  English 
governor ;  but  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  accused  person  was 
su«pected  oif  having  been  false  to  the  man  with  whom  she  cob^bited^ 
and  of  having  assisted  her  paramour  in  robbing  hii^  ;  so  that  much  of 
the  clamour  excited  on  this  occasion  was  certainly  not  founded  ia  • 
truth.  , 

lii  saying  thus  much,  indeed/ we  are  merely  the  advocates  of  truth* 
without  attempting  justification;  or  saying  how  far  an  English  governor, 
might  have  ventured  to  depart  from  a  st/ict  legal  course  on  such  an  oc- 
casion.   ^ 

*  General  Leith,  who  was  distinguished  in  this  action,  it  another 
of  Ihoie  |[allant  Scots,  who  have  so  ofteii  risked  their  lives  in  defence  . 
of  liberty  and  humanity.  lie  is  a  native  ot  Aberdeen,  and  has  long 
been  considered  throughout  the  army  as  a  most  accomplished  office^;, 
His  rank  in  life  and  personal  qualities  have  united  him  with  one  of  our 
most  elevated  and  ancient  families,  he  having  married  Lady  Aiigusta 
Fttagerald,  sister  to  hs  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  General  Leith 
has  been  particularly  noticed  in  the  army  for  a  singular  circumstance. 
When  a  very  young  officer,. he  was  engaged  in  some  expeclition  in  In- 
dia, where  be  was  badly  wounded,  nay,  left  for  dead,  on-  the  troops 
being  forced  to  re*embark ;  but  was  observed  by  a  soldier,  who  returned 
through  the  surf»  and  carried  him  olf  .from  the  beach,  just  as  the  last 
boat  was  pu»hing  off.  Several  years  afterwards^  when  the  general 
commanded  io  Dublm,  he,saw  an  aged  man  in  distressed  circumstances, 
whose  face  he  thought  he  recollected,  ^nd,  on  enquiry,  found  it  to  be 
the  very  man  .who  had  saved  his  life  L 

Gratitude^  aided  by  geofrosityi  iiumediately  provided  for  the  ?ete«. 
ran. 
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the  suppmt  of  Majenr-General  Picton,  and  aided  ia 
the  defedt  of  the  enetny  on  this  post,  with  the^d  bat« 
talion  of  .the  royals,  the  1st  zna  2d  battalions  of  ttie 
88th  regiiflent.* 

Oh  the  left  the  enemy  attacked,  with  three  di?K 
sTons  of  infantry  of  the  6th  corp.%  that  part  of  the 
Sverra  eeoipred  by  thelefl  division  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  Crauford,  and  by  the  brigade  of 
Portngnese  infantry  commanded  by  Brigadier- Gene- 
ral Piack.  t  One  division  of  infantry  only  radtde  any 
progresjr  towards  the  tojj^  of  the  hill,  amd  they  Were 
immediate^  charged  wrth"the  bayonet  by  BrijgadSer- 
General  Crawford,  with  the  38th,  52dj  and  9dtn,  regi- 
ments,  and  the  Sd  Portuguese  Ca9adores,  and  driven 
down  with  immense  los9. 

Brigadier^G  eneral  dementis  brigade  of  Poptngueie 
infantry,  which  was  in  reserve,  was^  now  moved  ap  to 
support  the  -right  of  Brigadier-General  'CraufordV 
division  ;  and  a  battalion  of  the  19th  Portuguese  regi» 
ment,  under  Lieutenant*Colonel  Macbean,  made  a 
most  gallant  and  successibl  charge  upon  a  body  of 
another  division  of  the  enemy,  which  was  endeavouv- 
iBg  to  peoeUrate  in  that  quarter. 

Besides  these  general  attacks  the  iight  troops  of  the 
two  armies  were  engaged  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
J7th, 

In  the  evening  of  the  27th  the  enemy  were  beaten 
on  all  sides,  and  his  loss  of  ofBcer;^  and  men  was  enor- 
mous. The  Generals  of  division,.  Merle  and  Bfau- 
Ipere  wer^  wounded,  and  General  Simonj;  was  taken 

prisoner 
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*  In  tb^se  attacks  all  the  leading  officers  are  stated  to  hare  particit'* 
laf )y  cltstiiiguished  themselves^ :  and  Lord  Wdlington  observed  tbat  be 
never  M^itnessed  a  more  gallant  attack  than  that  made  by  the  British 
5Sth  and  54th,  and  the  8th  Portuguese  regiments  oo  the  euemy's  divi« 
sion  which  had  reached  the  ridge  of  the  Sierra. 

j*  General  Pack  is  a  countrymen  of  th^  gallant  WettiDgton,  and  has 
often  distinguished  himself  on  maify  occasieilSy  particularly  at  Bbenot 
Ayrct:  and  in  every  part  of  service  haS  always  been  exemplary. 

1  General  Simon  was  brought  prisouer  to  England^  when  he  was  sent 

to 
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prisoner  by  the  52d  regiment,  along  with  three  colo- 
nels, thirty-three  other  officers,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  The  assailants  left  2000  men  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  and  their  loss  in  wounded  was  stated> 
both  by  prioners  and  deserters,  to  be  immense. 

So  signal  was  the  defeat,/  so  severe  the  lesson 
taught,  that  the  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  renew  hi$ 
attack  on  the  succeeding  day,  except  by  some  slight 
skirmishing  with  his  light  troops  ;  but  he  was  seen  to 
move  a  large  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  from  the 
left  of  his  centre  to  the  rear,  from  whence  his  cavalry 
was  observed  to  march  in  the  road  which  leads  from 
Martagoa  over  the  mountains  towards  Oporto* 

Lord  Wellington  having  thought  it  probable  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  turn  the  left  of  the  British  by 
that  road,  had  directed  Colonel  Trant,  with  his  divi- 
sion of  militia,  to  march  to  Sardao,  with  the  intention 
that  he  should  occupy  those  mountains ;  but  unfertile 
nately  he  was  sent  round  to  Oporto  by  the .  general 
officer  commanding  in  the  nortih,  in  consequence  of  si 
small  detachment  of  the  enemy  being  in  possession  of 
St,  Pedro  de  Sul  ;  atid,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
which  he  made  to  arrive  in  time,  he  did  not  reach 
Sardao  till  the  28th  at  night,  after  the  enemy  was  in 
possession  of  the  ground. 

As  bis  Lordship  judged  it  probable  that  in  the 
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to  Odiham  in  Hampshire  upon  his  parole  of  honour;  but  this  he 
thought  proper  to  break,  and  soon  after  endeavoured  to  secrete  himself 
in  the  metropolis,  in  hopes  of  making  his  escape  to  France.  But  his 
intentions  were  even  more  extended;  for  it  was  soon  after  discovered 
by  the  Transport  Board  that  a  correspondence  had  been  established  be* 
tween  General  Simon,  together  with  a  French  surgeon,  and  the  French 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  French  prisoners  on  their 
patole.  Strict  search  was  therefore  made  after  the  fugitives ;  and  they 
were  found,  in  January  1812,  in  the  back  kitchen^  of  a  house  in  Pratt 
Street,  Camden  Town,  theii  kept  by  a  French  woman.  A  nymber  of 
othci'  fugitive  prisoners  were  also  discovered  in  consequence  of  the 
search,  some  of  whom  were  sent  to  Bridewell,  others  to  a  hulk  at  Chat- 
ham, whilst  Simon  and  the  doctor  were  committed  to  the  «astle  of  DuU* 
liarloD  in  Scotland.  .  « 
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course  of  the  night  of  the  28tby  the  enemy  would  throw 
his  whole  army  upon  that  road,  by  which  be  could  avoid 
the  Sierra  de  Busaco^  and  reach  Coimbra  by  the  high 
road  to  Oporto ;  and  thus  the  British  army  would  have 
been  exposed  to  be  cut  off  from  that  town,  or  to  a  ge- 
neral action  on  less  favourable  ground  ;  and,  as  he 
also  considered  that  he  had  i^einforcements  in  his  rear, 
he  was  induced  to  withdraw  from  the^  Sierra  de  Bu?- 
saco  towards  Coimbra. 

As  Lord  Wellington  expected,  Massena  did  break 
up  in  the  ipountains  at  eleven  at  night  of  the  28ih5 
and  he  made  the  march  to  the  left .  of  the  range  of 
mountaina*  certainly  in  spite  of  any  opposition  that 
could  be  thrown  in  his  way,  owing  principally  to  the 
unfortunate  circumstance  of  the  cleUy-of  Colonel 
Trant^s  arrival  at  Sardio. 

In  consequence  of  this,  although  Lord  Wellington 
did  not  absolutely  succeed  in  effecting  those  objects 
which  he  had  in  view  in  passing  the  Mondego,  and 
in  occupying  the  Sierra  de  Busaco^  yet-  he  did  not 
regret  his  having  done  so.  In  fact  lie  considered 
this  movement  as  affording  him  a  favourable  opportu- 
'  tunity  of  shewing  the  enemy  the  description  of  troops 
of  which  his  army  was  composed ;  he  also  was  pleased 
with  the  opportunity  of  thus  bringing  the  Portuguese 
levies  into  action  with  the  en^oiy  for  the  first  time,  in 
an  advantageous  situation;  and  indeed  he  confessed 
that  they  had  proved  that  the  trouble  which  had  been 
taken  with  them  had  not  been  thrown  away,  and  that 
they  were  even  then  worthy  of  contending  in  the  same 
ranks  with  British  troops,  in  that  interesting'  cause 
which  he  considered  them  as  diibr^ing  the  best  hof^ 
of  saving. 

To  shew  that  his  Lordships  expectations  were  cor*- 
rect»  and  that  h&  warm  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Portuguese  troops  were  well  founded,  k  is  only  neces* 
«ary  to  examine  the  state  of  the  losses  of  the  allied 
army  during  the  gallant  affair  of  Busaco^  when  com* 
pared  with  those  of  the  enemy. 

The 
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The  sum  total  was  of  the  British,  a  major,  4  other 
officers,  and  102  Serjeants  and  rank  and  file  killed ; 
8  Lieutenant-Colonels,  6  majors,  27  other  oflScers, 
and  458  serjeants  and,  rank  and  ^1^  wounded ;  with 
onecaptain^  one  Serjeant,  and  29  rank  and  file  miss- 

Of  the  Portuguese,  the  loss  amounted  to  four  cap- 
tains, two  subdterns,  and  84  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
one  colonel,  one  major,  five  captains,  18  subalterns,  9 
Serjeants,  and  478  rank  and  file  wounded ;  and  20 
missing. 

A  loss  equal  to  that  of  the  British,  and  proving  that 
they  had  been  warmly  engaged. 

Lord  Wellington  proudly  boasted,  in  his  public 
dispatches,  that  throughout  the  contest  upon  the  Si- 
erra, and  in  all  the  previous  marches,  his  army  had 
conducted  itself  in  the  most  regular  manner.  Ac- 
cordingly all  the  operations  were  perfoitned  with 
ease,  the  soldieri^  suffered  no  privations,  underwent 
DO  unnecessaryfatigue,  there  was  no  loss  of  stores, 
and  the  whole  body  of  troops  were  in  the  highest 
spirits.  Some  days  after  the  action  it  was  ascertain- 
ed that  Massena's  advanced  post  was  at  Avelans  in  the 
road  from  Oporto  to  Coimbra ;  and  on  the  29th  of 
September  the  whole  of  his  army  was  seen  in  march 
through  the  mountains;  whilst  at. the  same  date,  or 
the  day  following,  the  British  and  Portuguese  allied 
troops  were  already  in  the  low  country  between  the 
Sierra  de  Busaco  and  the  sea ;  and  the  whole  of  it, 
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*  To  mention  every  officer  M^ho  shed  his  blood  on  this  important 

day  would  exceed  our  limits ;  but  those  who  fell,  besides  the  wounded, 

ivere  Major  Smitbr  Captain  Urquhart  and  Lieutenant  Ouseley  of  the 

45tb  foot ;  Ensign  Williams  of  the  74tli ;  abd  Lieutenant  Henry  John* 

son  of  the  S8th. 

-f  In  speaking  of  tlie  Portuguese  discipline,  we  must  not  omit  to  m^n» 
tion  the  due  (iratse  given  by  Lord  Wellington  to  Marshal  Beresford. 
lo'bim  exclusively,  under  ^he  Portuguese  government,  he  considered 
solely  due  the  merit  of  having  raised,  formed,  disci jplined,  and  equipped 
the  Portuguese  arm^,  which  had  thus  shewn  itself  capable  of  engaging 
aad  amstiog  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy. 
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with  the  exceptions  of  the  advanced  guard,  were  on 
the  30th  of  that  month  \>n  the  left  of  the  Mondego. 

On  the  20th  of  October  the  whole  allied  army  were 
at  Pero  Negro ;  bat  pretious  to  that,  in  the  early  part 
oftheroonthy  the  enemy  were  principally  employed 
in  reconnoitring  the  position  of  the  British  troops,  and 
in  strengthening  their  own  posts.     In  effecting  the 
former  object  they   had  on  several   occasions  skir- 
mished with  the  outposts,  who  on  all  occasions  con* 
ducted  themselves  extremely  well.     On  the^l4th  they 
attacked,  with  infantry,  supported  by  cavalry,  a  small 
detachment  of  the  7lst  regiment,  which  formed  *tbe 
advanced  guard  of  Lieutenant-General   Sir  Brent 
Spencer^s  division,  near  Sobral  de  Montagaree,  in  or- 
der to  cover  one  of  their  reconnoitring  parties.    This 
detachment,  having  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Cadogan  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynelt  at  their 
head^  charged  the  .enemy  in  the  most  gallant  style, 
and  drove  them  into  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  8th  corps  d'armee,  however, 
and  part  of  the  6th,  having  arrived  on  the  gronnd 
near  Sobral  op  that  evening.  Lord  Wellington  there-r 
fore  thought  it  necessary  to  withdraw  Sir  Brent  Spen^ 
cer's  division  frodi  the  advanced  situation  which  it  had 
occupied,  and  these  troops  marched  to  Zibreira  about 
one  mile  in  the  rear,  on  the  morning  of  the  l^th  of 
October. 

When  Lord  Wellington  determined  to  return  to 
Torres  Vedras  where  he  occupied  the  Frfench  army 
until  they  were  forced  to  retreat,  he  determined  to 
clear  the  country  of  every  thing,  of  which  Massena 
complained  loudly,  saying,  "  The  enemy  burns  and 
destroys  every  thing  as  he  evacuates  the  country. 
He  forces  the  inhabitants  to  abandon  their  homes  un- 
der pain  of  death.  Coimbra,  a  town  of  20,000  inha- 
bitants, is  deserted.  We  find  no  provisions.  The 
army  is  subsisted  on  Indian  corn,  and  vegetables 
which  we  found  remaining  on  the  ground." 
It  is  fudeed  vei*y  true  that  every  soul  in  Coimbrs^ 
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fled,  leaving  it  literally  a  desert  :  for  the  order  of  the 
Portuguese  regency  was  positive  for  all  to  leave  tlieir 
houses,  carry  oflF  all  their  goods,  or  destroy  them,  and 
leave  nothing  for  the  enemy.  The  Lisbon  road  was 
blocked  up  with  waggons,  carts,  mules,  horses,  and 
bullocks  J  mothers,  their  eyes  streaming  with  tears, 
carrying  their  screaming  infants  ;  young  women  of 
g^enteel  condition,  also  in  tears  on  foot,  and  separated 
in  the  croud  from  their  families ;  men  with  heavy  hearts, 
Jbut  in  silent  sorrow,  and  every  thing  wearing  an  air 
of  trouble  and  confusion.  All  the  roads  from  St. 
Thomar,  and  the  other  neighbouring  towns  to  Lisbon, 
were  in  like  manner  full  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, with  what  effects  they  could  bring  along  with 
them. 

Yet,  dreadful  as  the  scene  was,  we  must  recollect 
that  their  sufferings  on  the  approach  of  the  French 
army,  if  they  had  remained,  would  have  been  infi- 
nitely worse  :  and  as  their  distress  was  partly  incur- 
red in  the  general  cause  of  the  Portuguese  nation  ;  so 
the  government^  as  well  as  private  families  in  Lisbon^ 
did  all  they  could  to  alleviate  it.  An  asylum  was 
found  for  all  :  lodgings  and  food  were  procured,  and 
every  thing  done  which  could  afford  relief :  whilst  the 
British  House  of  Commons  voted  100,0001.  for  their 
relief,  to^  which  was  added  an  equal  sum  from  pri- 
vate contribution. 

In  this  position  the  British  army,  on  the  naviga- 
ble part  of  the  Tagus,  the  communication,  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  was  now  opened  with  the  British 
fleet  laying  in  that  river  ;  and  accordingly  the  gun- 
bpats,  which  Admiral  Berkely  had  placed  under  the 
command  of  his  nephew  Lieutenant  Berkeley,  had 
supported  the  right  of  the  army  near  Alhandra;  and, 
having' been  several  times  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
reconnoitring  parties^  had  been  of  great  service. 

Though,  in  consequence  of  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  British  army  after  the  affair  of  Busaco, 
|he  enemy  had  been  enabled  to  take  possession  of 

Coimbra, 
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Coimbra^  yet  he  was  not  permitted  to  hold  it  long, 
for  Colonel  Trant  having  arrived  near  that  place 
^ith  his  detachment  on  the  7xh  of  October^  be  im- 
mediately attacked  the  outposts,  vi^hicb  he  cat  off 
from  the  town  ;  and,  then  pushing  in,  took  possession 
of  it.  The  resistance  made  by  the  enemy  did  not 
Jast  long,  and  the  colonel  took  eighty  officers  and 
five  thousand  inen  (principally  sick  and  wounded) 


prisoners. 


On 


*  The  occurrences  of  the  capture  of  Coimbra  arc  too  important,  and 
too  highly  illustrative  of  the  conduct  and  situation  of  the  French  army 
at  this  period,  to  be  slightly  passed  oT£r. 

'Colonel  Trant  having  arrived  at  Mealbada  on  the  6th  of  October, 
vitb  the  expectation  of  forming  a  junction  with  the  corps  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Miller,  and  Colonel  Wilson,  aod  of 
combining  an  attack  Coimbra,  was  in  some  measure  disappointed  ia 
learning  that  those  two  corps  were  delayed  for  want  of  supplies  in  the 
very  exhausted  districts  extending  imioediately-Dorth  of.Busaco,  and 
that  the  cavalry  attached  to  them  could  not  move  forward  ia  conse* 
quence  of  the  fatigue  it  had  experienced  in  recent  marches. 

He  had,  therefore,  no  other  alternative  in  order  to  prevent  aoy  roea* 
fures  of  defence  taking  place  at  Coimbra,  from  which  he  was  distant 
only  three  short  leagues,  but  to  proceed  on  with  his  own  division,  whilst 
Tet  a  strong  probability  existed  of  bis  arrival  at  Mealhada  not  being 
made  known. 

He,  therefore,  marched  at  mid-day,  having  a  squadron  of  cavalry  ia 
his  front,  under  the  command  of  a  gallant  young  officer,  Ueutenaat 
Dutel,  supported  by  two  hundred  light  troops,  whilst  the  column  of 
infantry  was  headed  by  the  Portuguese  Coimbra  regiment,  as  the  post 
of  hpnour.  In  the  proposed  plan  of  attack,  it  was  intended  to  enter  at 
two  points  at  one  time,  one  division  by  the  high  road  from  Oporto,  the 
other  to  branch  off  from  the  column  on  having  passed  Fornos,  and,  by 
ascending  the  heiglits  to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  enter  by  the  Arco 
Santa  Anna,  passing  through  the  quarter  called  I/>re(to  ;  but  this  ar- 
rangement was  to  take  place  only  in  the  event  of  Colonel  Trani'sfind* 
ing  the  enemy  on  his  guard. 

At  a  short  distance  from  Fornos,  towards  Mealhada,  this  interprisiog 
officer  feH  in  with  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  to  the  right  of  that  viU 
lage.  It  commenced  firing  ;  but  the  cavalry  having  been  pushed  on 
to  Fornos,,  they  succeeded  in  cutting  it  off  fi;om  all  communication  vdth 
Coimbra,  when  it  surrendered  after  losing  some  men. 

No  other  outposts  of  the  enemy  were  met  with  :  and  Colonel  Trant, 
upon  approaching  Coimbra,   directed  the  cavalry  to  gallop  through 
the  pricipal  streets,  to  cross  the  bridge  of  Mondego  ;  and,  by  pene- 
trating 
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On   the  following  day   Brigadier-General  Miller 
and  Colonel  Wilson  arrived  at  Coiinbra  with  their 

detach- 


trating  into  the  Lisbon  road,  to  intercept  any  information  wbicii 
might  be  sent  to  the  main  army.  This  manoeuvre  was  effected  with 
the  utmost  spirit  by  Lieutenant  Dutei,  with  the  loss  of  oniy  one  dragoon 
killed.— 

Colcmel  Traift  immedtately  dispatched  divisions  of  infantry  into  iht 
principal  parts  of  Ihe  to^n  :  were  an  unconnected  resistance  took 
place  for  an  hour,  in  which  on!y  two  men  of  the  asssailants  were  killed 
with  Colonel  Serpa  and  about  twenty-five  men  wounded. 

On  the  Santa  Ctara  side  of  the  Mondego,  where  a  great  proportion 
of  the  enemy's  force  was  stationed  in  the  convent,  some  irregular  firing 
was  kept  up  upon  the  cavalry  in  crossing  the  bridge  ;  but  the  French 
commanding  officer,  immediately  after  lieutenant  Dutel  had  crossed, 
proposed  capitulating.  .     ' 

Colonel  Trant  then  proceeded  to  the  convent,  but  would  allow  no 
.terms  except  those  of  discretion  ;  and  on  his  promise  of  exerting  hit 
good  offices  and  pjDtection  against  the  insults  of  the  peasantry,  the 
French  troops  laid  down  their  arms  and  marched  out. 

Of  the  prisoners  four  thousand  were  marched  off  for  Oporto,  includ- 
ing an  entire  company  of  Napoleon's  marine  guards.  Three  thousand 
^yc  hundced  firdocks  were  found;  and,  as  almost  whole  of  them 
irereloaded;ft  shewed  the  number  of  the  garrison  who  had  been  ca* 
pable  of  making  resistance ;  but  no  artillery  was  taken. 

These  arms  were  immediately  distributed  among  the  Qrdinanza  of 
the  country,  whilst  the  victors  got  possession  of  a  quantity  of  oxen  and 
sheep  which  had  been  collected  for  the  subsistence  of  the  French  army 
and  certainly  proved  a  very  seasonable  supply  to  the  captors. 

It  must  be  confessed  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  attack,  il  was  diffi- 
cult to  controul  the  soldiers,  or  to  prevent  the  armed  peasantry  from 
plundering:  these  latter  indeed  did  commit  some  acts  of  violences,  but 
not  more  than  six  or  eight  Frenchmen  were  the  victims  of  their  resent- 

ment« 

Nothmg  could  possibly  exceed  the  state  of  wretchedness  in  which 
the  city  itself  was  found  ;  for  the  enemy,  not  content  with  sacking  it 
to  the  very  otmost  extent,  and  stripping  the  few  housekeepers  who  re- 
mainedof  even  tbeir  personal  cloathing,  had  wantonly  set  fire  to  some 
houses,  and  bad  heaped  into  the  streets,  in  one  general  mass  of  disor- 
der, all  the  furniture  which  they  could  not  take  with  the  army. 

It  could  not  be  expected,  therefore,  that  soldiers,  of  whom  about  eight 
hundred  were  relatives  of  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  accompa- 
^nied  by  their  wretched  relatives,  could  patiently  witness  a  scene  of  de- 
Srastation  in  which  their  property  had  been  thus  unjustifiably  and  irre- 
trievably destroyed. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  general  feelings  of  Colonel  Trant 
induced  him  to  use  every  possible  exertion  to  give  protection  to  the 

French 
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detach  nietits  ;  and,  between  that  and  the  20tfa,  they 
took  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  being 
soldiers  who  had  straggled  from  their  regiments  on 
the  enemy  *8  march,  as  they  themselves  stated,  in  search 
of  food. 

That  the  enemy  at  this  period  must  have  been  suf- 
fering extremely  ii$  also  evident  from  another  fact, 
that  a  detachment  from  the  garrison  of  Peaiche,  sent 
out  by  Brigadier-General  Blunt,  under  Captain  Fen- 
^ick,  had  been  successful  in  a  similar  manner,  and  had 
brought  in  forty-eight  prisoners,  made  from  stragglers 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  army,  having  killed  nine; 
ivbilst  Lieutenant-Colonel  Waters,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed with  small  detachments  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry in  the  lenemy's  rear,  had  been  alike  fortunate. 
'  In  short,  as  his  lordship  observed  in  one  of  his  dis- 
patches^  the  difficulties  which  the  whole  of  Massena*s 
army  experienced  in  procuring  subsistence,  owing  to 
their  having  invaded  Portugal  without  magazines, 
and  having  adopted  no  measures  for  the  security  of 
their  rear,  or  of  their  communication  with  Spain,  had 
rendered  it  necessary  for  the  soldiers  to  straggle  in 
search  of  provisions :  and  not  a  day  passed  without 
deseri^ers  or  prisoners  being  brought  in. 

At  this  period  every  thing  remained  quiet  to  the 
north  of  Portugal  j  and  in  the  south  of  Spain,  Mar- 
shal 


French  who  had  fallen  into  his  hands;  and,  after  the  first  motnents  of 
assault^  he  succeeded  in  securing  them  from  insult. 

In  furtherance  uf  these  humane  intentions,  he  found  it  necessary* 
however,  to  leave  one  of  his  brigades  behind,  and  to  march  with  aH 
the  prisoners  that  could  be  moved,  with  the  remainder  of  bis  division 
a&  an  escort  to  Oporto  ;  for  such  was  the  animosity  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  and  so  stronly  excited  against  the.  French  by  the  horrid 
atrocites  committed  by  their  army,  that  he  considered  his  own  pre- 
sence absolutely  necessary  for  their  preservation,  psLrticularly  in  that 
intermediate  district  between  Mondego  and  Vbuga. 

*  The  situation  of  the  unhappy  Portuguese  at  (his  period  may  be  . 
drawn  from  a  proclamation  of  I/>rd  Wellington  of  the  4th  of  August, 
in  whlph  he  observes"^ 

Q  "  Th« 
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dial  Mortier  had  retired  from  Zafra  and  Lo6  Safpt09^ 
9nd  fallen  back  upon  Seville  with  his  q,paiy,  in  whi^h 
m^rch  General  Ballai^teros  had  followed  him  to  the 
vicinity  of  Castello  de  las  Guardias,  whilst  the  Porta<> 
g*uese  and  Spanish  cavalry  had  moved  on  from  the 
Guardiana  towards  the  Sierra  Morena. 

Though  the  winter  was  now  approaching^  yetLorci 
Wellington  seems  to  have  been  indefatigable  in  the 
concentration  of  all  the  disposable  forces ;  and  ac<f 
cordingly  having,  in  the  early  part  of  the  month,  also 
put  the  infantry  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana^s  corps 
in  mption  for  the  purpose  of  a  junctipd  with  his  sirmy, 
they  crossed  the  Tagus  inthe  morning  of  the  19th» 
were  well  advanced  to  unite  whenever  it  should  be 
found  necessary. 

Soon  after  this  the  enemy  detached  some  troops 
towards  Santarem,*'  and  on  the  23d  of  October -Ge* 

16  2  z  ,  nera) 
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"  The  inhabitants  of  some  villages  have  remained  in  them,  coniidin^ 
in  the  promises  of  the  enemy,  and  hoping  that  by  treating  the  enemies 
of  their  count/y  well,  they  might  conciliate  and  molify  them,  and  in* 
spire  thenn  with  humane  sentiments;  that  their  property  would  b^  re- 
spected, their  females  preserved  from  brutal  violation,  and  their  lives 
secured.  Vain  hopes  I  the  inhabitants  of  these  submissive  places  have 
suffered  all  the  evils  which  a  cruel  enemy  could  inflict;  their  properly 
has  been  plundered,  their  habitations  burnt,  thdlr  womVn  atrociously 
violated,  and  those  whose  age  or  sex  did  not  provoke  the  brutal  violence 
of  the  soldiers  have  fallen  victims  to  the  imprudent  confidence  which 
they  place  in  promises  made  only  to  be  broken." 

'*  Santarem  is  a  very  important  station,  beihg  a  most  commanding 
garrison  town,  and  so  highly  estimated  by  Lord  Wellington,  that  in  hii 
#rst  expedition  to  Portugal  in  1 808,  it  was  his  advice  that  Santar«m^ 
should  be  first  occupied.  It  is  only  forty  miles  from  Lisbon,  and  very 
stfongly  situated  in  a  military  point  of  view*  It  commands  tiie  great 
eastern  road,  and  is  one  of  the  main  defences  of  Lisbon,  provided  that 
it  is  garrisoned  by  a  sufficient  foroetto  occupy  it,  together  with  the  po- 
sitions in  the  vicinity;  and  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  most  essential  for* 
tresses  to  possess  either  in  advance  or  retreat. 

The  works  are  flanked  on  the  south  side  by  the  Tagus,  and  on  the 
north-west  by  very  strong  hills  ;  and  the  great  eastern  road,  on  which 
it  stands,  is  between  'Santarem  and  the  Tagus.  Its  original  splen- 
dour may  be  estimated  from  its  having  had  seventeen  ch lurches ;  but  as 
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neral  Loison  marched  towards  that  place  mth  the 
diyisioR  under  his  command  whilst  a  body  of  the  ene« 
iny's  infantry  and  cavalry  marched  into  Thomar  on 
the  same  day. 

*  About  this  period,  the  reports  which  Lord  Wel« 
lington  received,  froip  the  deserters  and  prisoners 
broog'ht  in,  all  concurred  in  the  accounts  of  the  disr 
tress  felt  by  the  enemy,  through  the  want  of  pro- 
Ttsions  of  all  descriptions.  These  people  stated  also 
that  the  French  army  were  busily  employed  iii  col- 
lecting and  preparing  materials  to  construct  a  bridge 
over  the  Tagus.  It  was  something  extraordinary^ 
however,  that  this  was  done  with  great  privacy  ;  for 
although  the  British  army  had  a  good  view  of  that 
river,  from  different  points  of  the  ground  which  they 
occupied,  and  had  officers  and  others  employed  on  the 
left  of  the  Tagus  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy ; 
yet,  even  up  to  the  latter  end  of  October,  it  had  been 
impossible  either  to  discover  where  this  work  was 
carrying  on,  or  where  the  bridge  was  to  be  placed  on 
the  river  when  constructed.* 

The  French  appeared,  however,  very  anxious  to 
collect  boats ;  and,  on  the  24th,  they  endeavoured  by 
the  fire  of  artillery  to  drive  a  party  of  the  Ordenanza 
from  Champusca,  in  order  to  obtain  possession  of  some 

.that 
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this  road  has  always  been  that  through  which  the  French  entered  Por- 
tugal; it  has  been  completely  ruined  by  their  devastations^  faaTiog 
liad  every  thing  valuable  pillaged  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  war,  aod 
latlerly  nothing  left  that  would  burn,  or  was  worth  carrying  away. 

'"' A^mburga  is  the  iirst  town  on  the  road  from  Santarem  tolisboo, 
^eing  about  thirteen  miles  distant  from  the  former.  In  this  part  the 
road  is  rather  difficult,  and  might  be  made  much  more  so,  |>articttlarlj 
in  one  or  two  places,  where  an  army  acting  on  the  defensive  would 
have  considerable  advantages.  ~ 

..  The  fittest  of  the^e  places  for  military  defence  is  about  four  miles  frsui 
Santarem*  where  the  road  passes  through  a  plain  which  has  a  river  in 
Jront  crossing  the  road ;  and,  though  this  would  not  suffice  fbra  perna* 
iient  defence,  it  i^&rs  gnat  ad  vantages  as  a  temporary  post  for  60Ve^ 
uig  the  retreat  of  a  retiring  army. 
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IhfM:  were  in  that  place ;  but  in  thi^  they  did  not  sue* 
t5e^4* 

In  fnct,  to  have  pushed  on  a  business  of.  thiai  kind' 
toight  b^ve  bronght  on  a  general  »etion,  for  whieh 
they  were  not  prepared,  and  fQi"  which  they  did  ndt 
feel  themaelves  competent;  at  the  .same  time,  not*- 
Mrjthstanding  thisy  it  still  seems  to  have  been  most 
l^rudentiai  conduct  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wellingtoa 
Bojt  to  court  an  action,  as  the  enemy  were  thensuft* 
fering  as  much  as  they  could  well  have  done  after  a 
^  d^fefit ;  as,  on  Uie  side  of  Obidos  and  Ramelhal,  the 
British  cavalry,  ^und  a  battalion  of  Spanish  liglit  iu- 
^ntry,  with  the  ti'oops  of  the  garrison  of  Penichee^ 
actually  confined  thfiir  detachments  i¥ithin  very  small 
linpitt),  so  that  they  really  possessi^d  no  part  of  the 
roountry  .cKcept  that  on  which  their  army  stood.* 

In  the  early  part  of  November,  Lord  Wellington 
with  his  army  Was  still  at  Pero  Negro.  The  state 
and  position  of  the  enemy  also  had  been  but  little 
Taried ;  they  still  had  a  considerable  body  of  troops, 
principally  cayalry,  on  the  Tagas,  between  Punhete 
and  Santareni),  and  they  had  also  pashed  some  corps 
across  the  Zezere,  above  Punhete,  principally  cavalry, 
apparently  with  the  design  of  reconnoitring  the  roads 
in  that  direction,  and  the  fort  at  Abrantres.  They 
were  now  found  to  be  at  work  preparing  a  bridge  . 
at  Santarem  and  Barquinha,  for  the  destruction  of 
iwbich  Majpr-General  Fane  was  detached  from  the 
British  army  with  a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  to 
the  left  of  the  Tagus,  in  case  he  should  find  it  prac* 
fticable.  . 

So  great  was  tlie  distress  of  the  enemy  by  the 

2  2  2  middle  . 


*  At  this  period  the  different  parties  of  Guerillas  had  been  mo^e 
daring  thanusual ;  and  they  had  united  in  the  neig^ibourhood  of  VaU 
ladolid»  early  in  the  month  of  October,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, ia  order  to  carry  off  a  convoy  of  money  which  had  been  raised 
ia  contributions  in  the  country ;  but  in  this  they  unfortunately  failed. 
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middle  of  -Noyember,^  and  so  well  planned  and 
faithfully  executed  were  the  dispositions  of  Lord 
Wellington  in  confining  them  for  upwards  of  a  month 
in  their  old  position,  with  their  right  at  Sobral,  and 
their  left  resting  upon  the  Tagus,  that  they  found  it 
necessary  to  retirex>n  the  night  of  the  14th  of  Novem^ 
ber,  going  off  by  the  road  of  Alenquer,  towards  Al- 
coentre  with  their  right,  and  Villa  Nova  with  their 
left,  and  continuing  their  route  to  Santarem  on  the 
succeeding  days^ 

'  liord  Wellington's  information  wits  so  correct,  in- 
deed he  himself  watched  them  so  closely,  that  this 
movement  was  instantly  known;  and  on  the  verf. 
next  morning  (the  ISth)  the  allied  army  broke  up 
from  their  position,  and  followed  the  march  of  the 
enemy.  So  rapid  was  this  harassing  pursuit,  though 
still  with  great  prudence  avoiding  a  battle,  that  the 
British  advanced  guard  was  at  Alenquer  on  the  same 
day,  and  the  cavalry  and  advanced  guard  at  Azambu* 
ga*^  and  Alcoentre  on  the  16tb,  and  at  Cartaxo  on 
the  17th. 

Tn  these  movements  about  four  hundred  prisoners 
were  made  by  pressing  hard  upon  the  enemy's  rear ; 
the  advanpe  being.followed  closely  up  by  Sir  Brent 
Spencer's  division,  and  the  5tb  division  of  infantry  un<* 
der  Major-General  Leith. 

Lord  Wellington,  on  the  17th  of  November,  re- 
ceived accounts  tVom  Major-General  Fane  (who  had 
be^n  detached  to  the  left  of  the  Tagus,  to  look  after 
the  enemy's  bridges,)  that  the  bridge  over  the  Zezere, 
which  he  had  been  sent  to  destroy,  hc^d  been  carried 

away 

^  His  Lordship,  in  bis  dispatches  of  the  3d  of  Novemberj  had  said, 
"  It  is  reported  by  all  the  deserters  that  the  enemy's  troops  conUdueto 
suffer  great  distress  from  the  want  of  provisions. 

"  It  iiimpossible  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  provisioos 
vfaich  they  found  in  the  villages  on  the  ground  which  they  occupy; 
but  it  is  certain  that  they  can  draw  none  from  any  t>ther  past  of  liie 
countrvi  the  whole  being  in  pcssfsssion  of  Qur.  troops. 
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away  by  tfae  floods^  bot  that  another  had  been  con-) 
stracted  across  the  Zezere,  and  that  they  had  on  that 
day  inarched  a  large  body  of  troops  from  Santarem. 
towards  Golegan. 

In  conseqoence  of  this  dnfortnation  his  Lordship 
with  great  pronnptitade  passed  Lieutenant-General 
UtU*s  corpfet  across  the'  Tagus  at  Y alada  in  the  boats 
which  Adjkiiral  Berkeley  had  sent  up  the  river  in  or^ 
der  to  assist  and  facilitate  the  varioas  operations  of 
the  army  on  that  riven 

The  skill  and  patiencie  displayed  by  Lord  Welling^ 
ton  during  the  whol6  of  these  manoeuvres  were  such 
as  completely  to  defeat  all  the  plans  of  the  enemy  ; 
for,  being  himself  obliged  to  act  on  the  defensive^  in 
order  to  bring  them  to  a  stand,  he  had  so  completely 
strengthened  the  works  of  his  position,  as  to  render 
an  attack  upon  the  line  occupied  by  the  allied  army 
very  doubtful^  if  not  altogether  hopeless ;  fvhilst  at  the 
lame  time,  his  dispositions  wei;e  so  judiciously  made^ 
as  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  on  all  sides  but  that 
on  which  they  finally  retreated ;  and  even  there,  it 
was  impoi^ible  for  them  to  keep  up  any  communica- 
tion  wwitever  -with  the  country,  sufficient  to  ensure 
them  the  necessary  supplies.  Could  they  haVe  cross- 
ed the  Tagus,  a  fertile  country  would  have  been  with-^ 
in  their  reach ;  but  this  they  could  not  do  without 
bridges  or  boats,  to  procure  either  of  which  they 
were  unable  whilst  the  river  was  in  British  posses- 
sion. 

There  is  no  situation  in  which  an  army  more  par* 
ticularly  requires  the  constant  superintendence  of  its 
Commander-in-Chief,  than  when  it  is  comparatively 
in  a  state  of  quiescence ;  but,  even  in  this  state,  the 
dispositiops  of  Lord  Welliu^ton  were  so  judicious, 
that,  during  the  month  he  lay  behind  his  lines,  the 
effective  strength  of  his  army  in  proportion  to  its 
total  numbers  had  wonderfully  increased*;  in  fact, 
there  was  no  sickness  of  any  importance,  and  above 

one 
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one  half  of  those  stated  as  sick  in  the  rail kitry  fetums 
irere  convalescents,  who  were  very  coesidkradely  de* 
tained  at  Beloai,  and  the  odieF  iiospitals,.  ootil  they 
Iiad  campletely  gained  their  strength,  so  as  i4>  heal 
the  fatigue  of  marching,  and  the  other  dotiee  of  the 
field. 

.  Daring  (be  whole  of  these  operations,  too,  a  con* 
stderaUe  additional  force  had  been  (H^ovided  from  t^ 
fleet,  and  Rear* Admiral  ^ir  Thomas  WilUama  had 
bimself  come  up  the  Tagus,  to  faoUitate  the  passage 
of  Lietitenant^General  Hill's  corps  across  the  rilrer, 
find  to  assist  in  other  serv:ic€Hl^;  on  all  which  occa# 
sions  the  grecUest  i^rdiorty',  and  the  most  cordial 
friendship,  had  subsisted  betweeA  the  two  services,  at 
*  indeed  haft  always  been  the  case  ^daring  the  •  preasnt 
and  the  preceding  wars. 

Much  praise  was  also  due  to  his  Lordship  for  Us 
arrangements  respecting  his  allies  ;  for,  in  aiUition  te 
the  Fortdgnese  force,  the  Marquis  de  la  Ronoiana  had 
also  joined  tb^  Allied  army  in  their  positions  in  front 
of  Lisbon,  wilh  a  ciHisiderable  detachment  of  the 
Spanish  army  under  his  command ;  yet  through*^ 
out  the  whole  period  during  which  these  positionil 
were  occupied,  every  thing  went  on  with  the  utnM>$t 
regularity,  and  the  most  satisfactory  precision,  not-* 
withstanding  that  the  force  was  thus  composed  of 
troops  of  various  descriptions,  and  of  different  na« 
tions. 

For  all  this,  however,  the  gallant  Wellin^^n  claim-' 
ed  no  merit  to  himself,  but  attributed  it  entirely  to 
th^  general  zeal  for  the  general  cause,  and  to  the 
conciliating  dispositions  of  the  chiefs  and  general  oSi^ 
cers  of  the  armies  of  the  different  nations. 

Up  to  the  early  part  of  December,  the  enemy  con* 
tinned  their  retreat,  closely  followed,  as  prudence  and 
enterprise  dictated^  by  the  British  army ;  and  about 
this  period  a  detachment,  commanded  by  General 
Gardani^,  and  which  had  returned  to  Sobreira  For** 
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mosa,  as  if  unwilling  to  quit  Portugal,  though  proper 
to  resume  thdr  march  to  the  frontier,  and  to  enter 
Spain. 

So  closely  were  they  watched,  however,  that  they 
had  no  opportunity  of  forming  any  communication 
with  the  enemy's  troops  on  the  left  of  the  Zezere^ 
though  at  one  time  only  three  leagues  distastt  from 
them. 

General  Gardanne  indeed  seems  to  have  had  some 
particular  object  in  view,  though  it  was  frustrated  by 
the  different  positions  of  the  British  army  ;  for  having 
lost  some  prisoners  taken  by  a  patrole,  and  a  party  of 
the  Ordinanza,  which  accompanied  the  Honourable 
Lieiitenant-C<^onel  Ponsonby  on  areconnoisance  from 
Abrantesto  the  river  Codes,  it  was  understood- that 
like  enemy  hiad  made  very  particular  enquiries  respect- 
ing the  position  of  Lieutenant-Geheral  Hill's  corps^ 
and  the  means  which  the  allies  possessed  crossing  the 
Ta^usat  Abrantes;  after  which  having  commenced 
the  inarch  ft'om  Cardigos  towards  Codes  in  the  morn* 
ing,  they  retired  a  few  hours  after  with  great  precipita* 
tion,  and  continued  their  retreat  in  the  same  manner 
until  they  r^Ached  the  frontier. 

Id  this  retreat  they  were  followed  by  the  Ordinanza, 
who  not  only  did  them  much  mischief,  but  succeeded 
in  capturing  a  great  part' of  their  baggage^  and  so 
inbch  were  they  narassed,  even  by  this  irregular  force 
that  they  destroyed  many  horses  and  mules  which 
could  not  keep  up  with  them ;  ahd  their  whole  march, 
as  L(H*d  Wellington  observed,  if  it  was  ordered  by  the 
supreme  authority,  and  was  connected  with  any  other 
arrangement,  had  every  appearance,  and  was  attend- 
ed by  all  the  consequences,  of  a  precipitate  and  forced 
retreat. 

With  respect  to  the  main  body  of  the  enemy's 
army,  however,  which  was  still  in  front  of  the  British 
position  at  Cartaxo,  no  particular  alteration  took 
iplace  up  to  the  15th  of  December,  except  the  detach- 
ing a  body  of  cavalry,  consisting  of  four  regiments, 
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{towards  Coimbra ;  but  findings  that  towa  occupied  by 
General  Bacellar,  they  soon  returned  to  their  station 
in  rear  of  the  right  of  their  army,  which,  from  all  the 
accoonts.  brought  in  by  prisoners,  and  deserters,  con- 
tinued to  suffer  severely,  whilst  the  British  army^ 
though  acting  on  the  defensive^  were  in  possession  of 
as  many  comforts  as  were  compatible  with  such  a  state 
of  warfare. 

Santaram  was  at  this  period  the  head  quarters  of 
the  French  army,  (as  Cartaxo  was  for  the  British,.) 
and  they  had  about  the  22d  of  December  been  able 
to  collect  sotpe  boats  on  the  Zezere,  over  which  river 
they  had  also  thrown  two  or  three  bridges ;  and,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  month,  those  detachments 
which  had  retired  from  Lower  Beira,  in  the  early 
part  of  December  crossed  the  Coa,  and  moved  into 
the  Upper  Beira,  by  the  roads  of  Pinhel  and  Tran- 
cosa,  and  of  Alverca,  and  Celorico.  This  seems  to 
have  been  something  of  a  forward  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  but  the  whole  force  did  not  consist 
of  more  than  sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  men, 
being  partly  Gardanne's  division,  with  some  other 
troops :  their  progress,  however,  was  by  no  means 
rapid,  and  their  advanced  posts,  even  on  the  22d,  had 
not  got  further  than  Maceira,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mondego. 

Though  Lord  Wellington  still  deemed  any  active 
operations  on  his  part  imprudent,  yet  he  had  made 
every  disposition  for  active  warfare,  whenever  it  was 
practicable.  Accordingly  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
though  General  Silviera  had  retired  with  his  division 
of  troops  to  Mor  Monto  de  Beira,  yet  he,  and  General 
Milter,  and  Colonel  Wilson,  were  prepared  to  act 
across  the  Mondego,  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
enemy,  when  occasion  should  require  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  year.  Lord  Wellington  still  pur- 
sued the  same  defensive  warfare  which  had  hitherto 
been  so  successful;  and  although  there  were  some  ap- 
pearances of  a  turn  of  fortune  in  favor  of  the  French,yet 
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he  was  firm  in  adhering  to  his  p!an,  and  never  for  a 
itionaent  doubted  of  its  sDccess;  We  cannot  give  a 
more  faithful  picture  of  events' at  this  period,  thaa 
from  a  recent  statement,  which  tells^ns  theit'  the  ar- 
dour and  activity  of  Lord  WelHngt6ii  was  suitable 
to  the  importance  of  the  grisis.  He  was  very  sparing 
in  his  diet,  and  slept  in  his  clothes.  He  was  up  every 
mornings  at  four  o'clock,  and  at  five  he  rode  put  and 
visited  his  advanced  posts.*  The  noble  eiithusiasm 
Avith  which  he  was  actuated  was  infused  into  his  ar- 
my by  sympathy.  The  whole  country  indeed  was 
under  anus.  Every  thing, at  Lisbon  wa?  military. 
The  city  ^as  garrisoned  by  marines  from  the  English 
fleet;  and  the  garrison  of  Lisbon  was  sent  to  reinforce 
the  army,  which  was  also  augmented  by  the  arrival  of 
ten  thousand  Spaniards,  under  the  Marquis  of  Ro- 
mann.  The  greater  part  of  tlje  British  troops  had 
arrived  from  Cadiz;  and  the  seamen  and  marines  were 
also  landed  from  the .  Heet,  to  assist  in  working  the 
guns,  in  the  batteries.  The  banks  of  the  Tagus,  oa 
the  right  of  the  British  lines,  were  flanked  by  the  , 
armed  launches,  and  even  sloops  of  ^ar  were  sent 
up  the  river  ;  whilst  extensive  works  were  raised  oa 
the  south  side  of  the  Tagus,  to  cover  the  river  and 
protect  the  shipping.  On  the  same  side  of  the  rivet 
too  the  Peiririsuisl,  formed  by  a  creek  or  small  bay 
16.      ,  3  a  at 

* 

*  If  the  French  suffered  from  privation  the  British  were  not  alsd  with- 
out their  incoaveniences ;  but  the  following  extract  from  a  military  let- 
ter will  shew  something  of  a  soldier's  life. 

**  Cartaxo,  29th  November.  The  French  take  all  the  vegetable 
and  eatables  they  can  carry  away.  We  are  but  poorly  off  here,-  intl 
3  good  deal  haji^sied.  Scarce  a  house  k  left  in  the  country  with  a 
door  or  windoyv  shutter*— ^Yi^dows  are  out  of  the  question.  .  A  board 
or  two  serves  for  a  lab|e>  and  he  is  a  lucky  fellow  who  can  find  a  chair 
or  stool  to' sit  on' J  beds  we  do  not  presume  to  think  of.  Since  we  have 
ieft  Dsbon^  l  have  riever  taken  off  more  than  coat^  stocky  or  shoes, 
and  put  on  my  boat  cloak,  and  hairy  cap,  and  am  glad  if  I  can  gHA 
place  to  lie  down  dry^  which  has  not  always  been  tbecase.  We  caa 
get  nothing  but  our  rations,  except  what'cohies  from  iLisbon-^We  live 
cheap."— 
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at  Moitai  near  Aldea  Gallega  on  the  Tagus,  and  the 
bay  of  St.  Ubeg,  W8^  cat  off  from  the  French  hy 
a  double  line  of  fortifications,  mounted  with  very 
heavy  artillery,  and  manned,  partly  by  a  body  of 
3000  seamen  ;  on  account  of  which  the  French  were 
prevented  from  advancing  to  Almada  opposite  to 
JLisbon,  even  if  they  should  be  able  to  cross  the  river, 
which  at  one  time  was  supposed  to  be  their  intention  ; 
and/ on  that  side  of  the  Tagus  were  posted  the  corp 
of  Generals  Hill  and  Beresford. 

Torres  Vedras,  however,  formed  the  main  defence. 
This  was  the  grand  line,  and  Lord  Wellington  him. 
self  lay  at  Cartaxo  with  the  main  body  of  the  British 
army. 

Between  these  two  great  military  forces  was  the 
British  Beet  in  the  'J^agus,  ready  to  assist  on  which 
ever  side  the  attack  might  be  made,  and  to  transport 
troops  when  necesssary  ;  so  that,  upon  an  emergency, 
a  most  considerable  part  of  the  whole  force  might 
be  brought  into  action,  even  on  the  shortest  no- 
tice. 

The  wholB^f  this  scene  is  most  imposing :  for  though 
perhaps  the  alli^^s  were  nunierically  superior  to  the 
French,  yet  it  must  be  recollected,  that  a  great  part 
of  their  force  was  as  yet  very  inefiicient :  but  the 
whole  of  the  two  contending  armies  acnounted  at  least 
tp  180,000  men. 

The  grand  position  of  the  allied  army  at  Torres  Ve- 
dras was  a  line  of  strongly  fortified  heights,  extend- 
ing from  Alhandra  on  the  Tagus,  to  Torres  Vedras, 
about  thirty  miles  from  Lisbon,  and  from  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Sissandro.  Behind  these  there  were 
two  other  lines  of  trenches  and  redoubts,  extending^ 
from  Mafra,  on  the  sea  coast,  to  the  Tagus.  One  of 
these,  which  was  nearest  to  the'  fortified  lihe  of  Torres 
Vedras  in  front,  was  capable  of  defence  by  20,000 
men  ;  whilst  half  that  number  was^fiufiScieut  for  the 
other. 

Ot)  all  of  these  tberd  M'as  plaoted  ati  immense  num- 
'  "  -  6  .        ber 


MARQUIS  OF  WELLINGTON.  37 1 


i4^-« 


=c 


Lines  of  Torres  Vedras. 


ber  of  artillery;  whilst  redoubts  were  raised  at  Peni- 
che,  Obidasy  and  many  other  places.  Even  the  bills 
wer^  fortified  ;  and,  on  the  left  of  the  position,  the 
whole  of  the  coast,  from  Vimierato  the  very  mouth  of 
the  Tagus,  was  studded  with  redoubts  moupted  with 
heavy  artillery.  The  ridge  on  the  Taffus  was  Banked 
by  the  armed  boats  of  the  squadron.  Mines  were  ready 
for  springing  in  many  places  :  and  the  whole  country 
was  one  vast  fortification,  with  iabout  80,000  men  well 
armed  and  well  fed. 

Torres  Vedras  is  of  itself  an  old  and  insignificant 
town,  on  the  Oporto  road  from  Lisbon,  and  is  about 
two  and.  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  capital.  It 
stands  in  a  valley,  but  has  some  important  heights 
in  its  vicinity  :  and  particularly  one  conical  hill, 
an  old  tower  upon  it,,  from  thence  gives  a  name  to  the 
place. 

It  must,  indeed,  be  a  place  of  considerable  antiquity ; 
for  even  as  early  ^s  the  Roman  times,  when  it  was  a 
colonial  Praesidium  of  the  people,  it  had  the  name  of 
"  Turres  Veteres,*'  or  the  Old  Towers. 

Of  the  lines  themselves,  we  may  add  that  the  first 
line  comprehended  thirty-two  works,  with  about  100 
pieces  of  catinon,  and  10,000  infantry.  The  second 
line  was  defended  by  sixty-five  works,  15,000  infantry, 
and  about  200  pieces  of  artillery  ;  whilst  the  re- 
mainder  of  the  army  was  employed  in  keeping  up  the 
communication  between  the  lines  and  the  reserve. 
The  grand  total,  on  the  1st  of  November  1810,  be- 
ing 107  distinct  fortified  works,  28,400  infantry,  and 
444  cannon  of  ^JJ  sijzes  J 1 ! — works  to  which  the  la- 
bours of  Hercules  were  buj;  igus  mole  hilli^  to  movuT 
lains ! 
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Spanish  affairs— Fall  of  Tortosa— Death  and  character  of  the  Marquis 
cle  la  Romana— Anecdotes  of  ditto— Defeat  of  General  Mendizabcl— 
Anecdotes  of  military  enterprise — Affairs  of  Cadiz— Expedition  de- 
taclied — ^Anecdotes  of  Sir  Thomas  Graham— fettlfe  of  Barrosa— Mili- 
tary anecdotes  of  djtlo— Extraordhiarv  conduct  of  die  Spanish  general 
— Observations  on  Lord  Wellingtons  policV— Distress  and  retreat  of 
the  French  army— Pursued  by  the  British— Horrible  atrocity — Gaflant 
affaire  with  the  rear  of  the  Frehch — Defeat  of  Massena's  rear-guard  at 
Pgmbal — Affair  of  Arronches— Further  interesting.deliiwations*- Mar- 
shal Beresforfl  blockades  Badajoz,  and  defeats,  the  French  at  Campo 
Mayor— Anecdotes  of  Marshal  Mortier*-A«ccdotes  of  the  battle— Mas- 
sena's  rear-guard  defeated  at  Sabiigal — Blodiade  of  Almedia — Attack 
and  repulse  of  Masseriaat  Fuente  d*  Honor-^Gurious  anecdotes  of  Don 
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neida-^ Battle  of  AlbUera,  ^nd  defeat  oi  Soult — Tnfteif^stmg  military 
anecdotes— Biography  of  the  officers  who  fell— Gallantry  of  the  Spa: 
iiish  soldferv— Gallant  affair  of  the  British  and  French  cavalry  at  Usagre 
■f-7-Siege  of  6adajaz— Two  assaults  fail-^Lord  Wellington  raises  the  siege 
—Junction  of  the  French  armies— Lord  Wellington  blockades  Ciudad 
Rodrigo— Kaises  the  blockade— British  re^ir-guard  repulses  MafhioDt— 
Attacks  of  the  French  on  Fonte  Guinaldo— French  army  repulsed  at 
,A4dea  de  Pontc— Retreat  of  the  French— Distinguished,  hooo^jrs  to' 
.Lord  Wellington— Gallant. enterprize  of  Don  Julian  Sanchez — Gover- 
nor of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  taken — Anecd©tt?s  of  General  Hill^Spirited 
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M'armont,  &c.  &c.  &c.    '  -  - 
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Jl  he  year  1811  has  perhaps^  produced  more  impor* 
tant  events  than  any  other  of  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence in  the  Peninsula. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  year  General  Suchet* 

took 


*  Suchet  perhaps  is  one  of.  the  best  officers  formed  in  the  school  of 
the  revolution.  He  was  a  son  of  a  wealthy  manufacturer  of  silks  and 
damasks  at  Lyons,  and  received,  not  merely  %,  liberal  and  gentlemanly, 
but  a  most  finished  and  superior,  education.  He  was  not  originally  ia 
teiyi^.f«r  Ihtt  armyi  but  entered  intO'  it  at  the  commencement  of  the 

revolution, 
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took  possession  of  Tortosa,  after  a  short  siege  i^nd 
very  ineffectual  defence- ,  Xt  is  believed  indeed  thafc 
it  might  have  held  out  a  much  longer  tinie,  particii*- 
larly  as  its  situation  near  the'mouth  of  the  Ebro  ren- 
dered it  easy  to  afford  it  succours  from  the  sea  ;  but  its 
surrender  is  one  of  those  extraordinary  evfents  during^ 
the  Spanish  contes^t,  which  it  is  easier  to  lament  than 
to  account  for. 

On  the  23d  of  January  Soult.took  possession  of 
Ol'rvenza  ;  and  the  same  day  pi-oduced  an  event;  even 
more  lamentable  for  tlie  Spanisli  cause,  in  the  death 
of  the  gallant  Marquis  de  la  Romana.* 

After 

revolution,  durmg  all  the  wars  of  which  he  served  with  great  military 
distinctiou,  £4ionaparte,  one  of  whose  main  talents  certainly  is  to  dis" 
cover^  and  to  understand  characters^  adopted  him  almost  as  soon  as  he 
knew  him  ;  and  whenlh^  war  in  Spain  became  arduous,  and  even  ha* 
zardous,  sent  him  there  itnmedialcly,  along  with  some  others  of  hi^ 
best  xkificers.  *  •        - 

'  *  Lord  Wellington  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the  death  of  the  Marquis" 
de  la  Eonoaiia,  wlio  expired  at  Cartaxo,  within  the  British  lines,  on  the 
2Sd  of  January,  after  a  sh«rt  illness.  He  observed  that  his  talents,  his 
viittues,  and  his  patriotism,  were  well  knoWn;  that  in  him  the  Spanish' 
anny  had  lostits  brightest  ornament ;  his  country  its  most  upright  pa- 
triot;  and  the  world  the*  most  strenuous  and  zealous  defender  of  the 
cause  of  liberty  ;  ^nd  his  Lordship  added,  that  he  should  always  ac- 
knowledge with  gratitude  the  assistance  which  he  had  received  from 
bifn*  as  well  by  his  operations  as  his  counsel^  from  the  time  of  his  join- 
ing .the  allied  army. 

R^mana  was  a  native  of  the  island  of  Majorca,  and  was  born  at  pal- 
main  1762,  his  names  Don  P^ro  Caroy  Sureda,  a  grandee  of  Spain 
b^<  descent,  and  by  subsequent  service?*,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Koyal  Spa- 
nish ordier  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  Captain-General  of  the  Spanish 
armies* 

After  an  education  suitable  to  his  birth,  during  which  he  made  a 
rapid  progress  in  the  learned  languages,  with  the  classics  of  which  he 
was  familiarly  acquainted,  emulous  of  his  father  who  died  gloriously  in 
the  field  of  honour,  in  the  expedition  to  Algiers  in  1775,  he  began  his 
niiUtary  career  in  the  Marine  guards  of  the  Royal  Spanish  navy,  where 
he  continued  until  the  war  of  the  French  revolution,  being  then  captain 
of  a  fri^te.  At  this  tiHie  lie  exchanged  his  services,  and  became  a  co- 
lonel in  the  army  bf  Navarre,  commanded  by  his  uncle  Don  Ventura 
Cara,  thena  lieutenant-General. 

Hit  services  were  so  important,  and  his  abilities  so  transcendent, 
thai  in  1804  he  was  appointed  Captain-General  of  Catalonia,  and' pre- 
sident of  the  Royal  Audiencia  of  tbat  province ;  in  which  capacity  he 

found 
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Whilst  the  main  bodies  of  the  hostile  troops  were 
laying  in  their  respefttire  positions^  S6rne  events  took 
place  inthe  south  which  deserve  particularnotice  :*  and 


an 


dragoons  and  some  hussars  to  place  htmself  in  ambuscade,  in  the  vi* 
cinity  of  Ferra^oas^  in  order  to  cut  off  this  patrole  if  it  should  appear, 
and  likewise  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  who  wero  reported  to 
be  on  the  eve  of  making  some  considerable  movl^ments. 

The  enemy  not  appearing  during  the  nights  .of  the  19th  and  20tb,  as 
vras  expected,  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day  Cornet  Strenuwitz  (not 
leaving  forage  to  enable  him  to  remain  any  longer)  sent  a  small  party 
iip  to  the  enemy's  picquet  at  AiCanhede  to  invite  them  out,  which  had 
the  desired  effect,  the  enemy  followed,  this  patrole  with  an  officer  «fid 
twenty  infantry,  and  an  officer  wich  the  same  miniber  of  dragoons  who 
were  led  by  the  patrole  within  reach  of  the  ambuscade,  where  the 
cornet  and  his  papty  fell  upon  them.  Immediately  the  officer  with  the 
whole  of  the  infantry  were  taken  or  cut  down  ;•  thre^  dragoons  were 
likewise  taken  and  Several  cut  down  ;  whilst  the  remainder^  by  dispers- 
ing, escaped  being  made  prisoners;  Seventeen  prisoners  ^ere  takeo, 
^nd  the  British  had  only  one  horse  wounded.  The  wounded  officer 
taken  was  Aid-du-Camp  to  General  Clauzel,  who  has  since  commanded 
the  army  of  Portugal  on  Marmont's  being  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Sa- 
Jamanca.  He  had  himself  been  placed  in  ambuscade  like  Cornet  Streou- 
wrtz,  but  seems  to  have  caught  i,  Tartar. 

*  Aa  expedition  having  been  determined  on  by  the  Spanish  Govcriv- 
inenty  to  which  Lieutenant* General  Grahanx,*^^  then  at  Cadi^*  had  con- 
sented 

9 

.  **  General  Sir  Thomas  Graham  was  born  in  the  year  1750,  at  Bal- 
gewan  in  Scotland,  long  the  seafe'of  his  ancient  family ;  and  his  mother 
was  lady  Christian  Hope,  sister  to  the  late  Earl  of  Hopetown. 
•  Being  an  only  surviving  son,  the  whole  care  of  his  highly  respect-^ 
able  .father  was  tc  give  him  an  education  suitable  to  hia^birth  and  (br- 
tiia«  ;  and  he  having  decided  on  a  private  edacation,  it  was  attended 
ivith  the  greatest  advantage ;  for  it  is  said  that  there  is  not  a  better  io- 
£draied  man  in  the  army  than  the  gallant  general:  be  vkrrites  his  owa 
Jaogfuage  with  force  and  simplicity ;  and,  being  anxioas  to  employ  all 
his  leisure  in  adding  to  his  already  large  stock  of  knowledge,  be  con- 
trives-to  join  the  charatter  of  an  indefatigable  reader  to  thai  of  the  ac« 
tive  soldier,  and  the  man  of  business^  Even  now  many  of  the  humane 
improyemetits,  -tuo^  Mrhich  he  is  carrying  on  at  Baigowan^  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  country,  were  contemplated  amidst  the  fatigues  of  active 
aeryice,  ^ndlhe  ditections  for  their,  advancement  written  on  the  ground, 
the  soldier's  pillow^' 

In>early  life  General  Grali^m.' traversed  the  whole  continent  of  Eo- 
to^e;  and  thooglLhe  did  not  thdaen^er  tiie  atmy,  yet  lie  acquired  a 

large 
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lapproacbiDg',   wbidi  seemct  to  have  been  fotseeft  and 
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fented  to  ^Ive  bis  perooal  aatfesUnoe  togeibn*  tuiith  that9€  a 
derable  poction  of  the  troops  ;iuider  iiis  coa»ai«nd,  Retf  Admiri)  Sk 
iRiichMMl  Ktifts  prooeeded  K>  a(}prd  tlj  the  assifit3.Bce  4o  hi*  politer^ 
when  a  body  of  npwHrds  of  :KK)0  tnoop$«  isduding  carslry,  viitk  TBriims 
•mlHafy  5Ai9nef  and  ^rovhions,  were  embarked  oo  beaixl  olBritishr  Had 
Sipanisrii  i]ie»  of  war«  iand  as  miDy  transports  as  ooiild  be  cttUeoted  tie* 
IcMlgtDg  to  tbe.t wo  natioDSk  Wit h  tfaose there  were  7000  Spanish  .tnoopi 
«mbarked>  tod  Ihe  wholt  were  ittAembled  in  the  hay  of  tdadia  tnt'tbe 
Mik  of  Pebmarj,  waiting  ftraciavourabieopportui\kgr  toporeceediite 
the  straights  of  Gibrall;ar«  %ith  a  view  to  force  a  landing  between.Gape 
Trafa^ar^  a«id  €ape  de  Fiata  at  Tariffa,  of  atft  Aigeairas  in  iatiim«€ 
the  two  former  places.  .^ 

General  i«a  Penas  was  tiie oommaodef^'itHchlef  .of  ihe  'eKpedition  ; 
Mkd  hi^  object  was  to  anltelhe  Spanish  foices  atStm  Rtjqoe,  with  ins 
own  army^  in  order  to  maiee  a  combined  attack  on  €beaear  ^ifaeencoD^ 
y nes  at  Cad  tz.  It  was  also  i  ntended  that  the  Brritish  fleet  should  asviit 
inaoine  dambnstrsaion^  and  in  an  attcinpt  toopentconmunicatienfiodi 
CadiB  <otfaii  advanciag  amy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20tb,  it  being  conceived^  fnomtheappeiraMi^ 
gtttie  weather;  tihat-the^pasnsh  part  of  the  #Droe  would  be  j  Ma  to  get 
Out  on  tJbe  afivrBOoa  and  night  of  tbc-SIstj  the  Biqttsik  det^dutoeat  aad 
ff^nadTon^  qnder  the  pemmand  of  Captain  Brace  of  >tbe  naryt  {Mt  to 
«ca  accondUnigiy.;  and^  with  the  eoooeptiott  tff  ocre  trantpooti  got  into  the 
•irailB«.ttut».Mt^ng  iroprtoticableioBEuake  a  landing  either. in  the  vicip 
aitf  of  -Cape  Trafalgar.or  Tarnifa^  Captain  Braoe  prpceetled  to  Al^a^ 
siras,  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay  of  Gibralter^  where  GeBctalGfahaoa 
aod  th^  tnoopB  were  ianded. 

The  Utile  army  imntadiateiy  jnarched  for  Tariffa  ;  hot  as  the  roadt 


« 

largestock  of  military  luiowledge-— knowledge,  however,,  which  perliapf 
lie  would  never  have  put  In  practice,  had  it  not  been  for  the  loss>of  aa 
amiable  wife,  sbter  to  the  present  Lord  Catheart,  and  with  whon^  be 
lived  the  life  of^n  ardent  and  passionate  lover  for  eighteen  years! 

She  yielded  up  her  meek  spirit  at  Hieres  in  the  south  of  Fra^nce,  whea 
the  disconsolate  husband  bi^came  a/soiitary  wanderer ;  And,  arriving  id 
(Tibraltar,  attached  himself  to  the  array,  and  accompanied  Lord  Hood 
in  the  British  fleet  to  Toulon,  where  he  shewed  himself  very  active  In 
Xkn  oegQciatioBs  which  put  that  place  into  our  hands. 

After  this  he  wbbed  to  acquire  rank  in  the.army,  his  military  ardour 

baFing  recommended  him  to  Lord  Mulgrave  and  ev^ery  oifiicer  .with 

nrhom  he  served  ;  but  it  was  not  without 'great  difficulty  that  tbeform/l 

-  flf  oflice  were  at  length  Isrokeo  thcQugb«  which  has  at  last  taJfifiAbxm  tp 

the  tank  he  so  well  deserves. 


)378  UfH  OP  TliJ^  MOST  NOBLlI 
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OpeiatioHS  in  Andalii'iia. 


I^rovided  for  by  Lord  Wellington,  io  his  ndipihiUff 
.a^fensive  inaii(suvre9i  as  he  clearly  and  jadicionsly 


Were  impracticabte  for  earn aget»  llie  arfillery,  provisions,  stores,  &c. 
«vm  convejred  thither  in  boats,  iiotwitbstanding  the  uafav^urableoess 
•f  the  weather,  by  the  incfefatigable  exeriioiM  of  the  navy, 
.  It  was,  however,  sotne  days  before  the  Spanisbptirtof  ttee^x^edi^da 
cvutd  ^et  out ;  nor  did  they  get  to  Tariflfa  until  tbe  27lh. 

On  the  2Sth  the  cotnbined  army  moved  from  Taritifa  tirirards  Bar- 
4>ate,  attended  by  sach  naval  means  as  winds  and  weather  would  pe^* 
«|it;  aad  preparations  were  m^ie  by  the' Fleet  and  garrison  at  CacHr, 
mad  immediately  acted  upon,  to  menace  the  Trocadero  and  other  points 
of  the  French  line,  in  ord^r,  as  the  army  advanced,  to  favour  Itsopera' 
lipns,  arrangements  being  made  for  a  landing  aad  real  or  feigned  attacks 
ns  jcircumstanoes  might  determine^  for  which  purpose  the  regiment  of 
Toledo  was  embarked  on  board  the  British  squadron. 
,  On  tbe  I  st  of  march  General  Zayas  pushed  across  the  river  Sli^n  Petri, 
near  the  coa^t :  a  strong  body  of  Spaniah.  troops  threw  a  bridge  across 
the  river,  and  formed  a  tete  du  pont.  It  wat,  hoaever^  a  pott  of  too 
much  importance  for  the  eiiemy  to  leave  it  u  a  molested ;  and  accordingly 
it  was  attacked  with  vigour  on  the  nights  of  the  3d  .and  4th,  when, 
though  the  assailants  were  ultimately  repulsed,  the  Idssof  theS^aniards^ 
«ns  verj  jconsiderable. 

The  winds  and  weather  were  now  so  tempestuous  and  unfarourable^ 
that  landing  on  any  part  of  the  neighbouring  coasts  was  extremeiy  dif- 
ficult, and  a  speedy  re*embarkatioo,  if  necessary^  almost  impracticable^ 
in  fact,  even  common  Gonirounicatton  with  the  advancing  allied  army 
was  considerably  impeded  by  the  heavysurfajioirg  the  shore;  and  the 
services  df  the  Spanish  regiment  emb)irked  being, totally  useless,  they 
were  sent  on  shore. 

Information  was  now  received  that  the  army  was  advancing ;  bat  the 
weather  on  the  5th  in  tbe  afternoon  was  too  unsettled  to  admit  of  any 
co-operation. 

The  allied  troops,  after  a  nights  march  of  sixteen  hours  from  the 
canip  near  Vegar,  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  March  on  the 
low  bridg;e  of  Barresa,  about  four  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  river  of 
San  Petri.* 

'  A  well  conducted  and  succes&ful  attack  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
lines  near  San  Petri  by  the  vanguard  of  the  Spanish  army,  under  Bri- 
gadier-General Ladrizab^f,  having  opened  the  communications  of  the 
^rmy  with  the  Islade  Leon,  General  Graham  received  directions  from 

"the 

*  The  heists  of  Barrosa  extend  tn  land  about  a  mile  and  a  half; 
continuing  on  the  north  the  extensive  healthy  plain  6f  Chiclana.  A 
great  pine  forest  skirts  the  plain,  and  circles  round  the  height  at  some 
diitance,  Cerrainating  dawn  towards  San  Petri :  the  intermediate  space 
between  the  north  side  of  the  height  and  the  forest  being  uneven  anif 
breken. 


MARiQinS  OF  VELtlNGTON.  ^9 


■f^ 


lURile  of  Barroia. 
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saw  tJiat.tbe  nature  of  the  Spanissb  territory,  the  natare 
of  the  warfare  carried  on  In  the  Peninsula,  and  the 

3  B  2  protracted 

the  Spanish  General  La  Penas,  to  move  down  from  the  position .oT 
Barrosa  to  that  of  the  Torre  de  Berinesa,  about  ha1f-\^ay  to  th«  San 
Petri  river,  in  order  to  seen  re  a  commilnScatioD  across  the  river,  over 
which  a  bridge  had  been  lately  .established.  This  latter  position  place  J 
the  British  troops  on  a  narrow  woody  ridge;  ttie  ri|?hton  the  sea  cl^fT, 
the  left  falling  down  to  the  Almanza  creek  on  the  ed^e  of  the  marsh  ^  ' 
a  hard  sandy  beach  giving  an  easy  communication  between  the  western 
poinis  of  these  two  positions. 

General  Graham  having  baited  his  division  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the 
Barrosa  height,  he  marched,  about  noun,  through  the  woods  towards  thf 
Btrmesa^  (cavalry  patroies  having  previously  been  sent  towards  Chi- 
clana  without  meeting  wiUi  the  enemy,)  bot  on  the  march  he  received 
.  intclligenge  that  a  large  French  force  bad  appeared  en  the  plain,  and 
was  (hen  advancing  towards  the. heights  of  Barrosa. 

The  General,  considering  that  position  as  the  key  of  San  Petri,  iip- 
mediately  countermarched  in  order  to  support  the  troops  left  for  its  de- 
fence ;  and  the  order  was  obeyed  by  his  gallant  few  with  such  alacrity 
that'he  could  not  help  regarding  it  as  a  favourable  omen.  In  such  dif- 
ficult and  intricate  ground  it  was  impossible  to  preserve  order  in  his  co* 
lumns  of  inarch  ;  and  indeed  he  afterwards  confessed  in  his  dispatches 
that  there  never  was  time  for  restoring  it  entirely  ;  for,,  before  be  could 
get  his  detachment  quite  disentangled  from  the  wood,  the  troops  on  the 
Barrosa  hill  were  seen  returning  from  it,  whilst  the  left  wing  of  the  ene- 
my was  rapidly  ascending ;  and  at  the  same  time  his  right  wing  stoQd 
00  the  plain,  on  the  edge  of  the  wood,  within  cannon  shot. 

With  the  utnipst  coolness  and  precision  General  Graham  reflected 
that  a  retreat  in  the  face  of  such  an  enemy,  already  within  reach 
of  the  easy  communication  by  the  sea  beach,  must  have  involved  the 
whole  allied  army  in  all  the  dangar  of  being  attacked  during  the  una-  . 
voidable  ppnfusion  of  the  different  corps  arriving  on  the  narrow  ridge 
of  3^rmesa 'nearly  at  the  same  time  ;  therefore,  trusting  to  the  known 
heroism  of  the  British  troops,  regardless  of  the  numbers  and  position  of 
the  enemy,  he  determined,  with  rapid  judgment,  on  an  iipmediate 
attack. 

Major  Duncan  of  the  artillery  soon  opened  a  powerful  battery  of  ten 
guns  in  the  centre.  Brigadier-General  Dilket,  with  t^e  brigade  of 
Guards;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Browne's  (of  the  28lh)  flank  battalion  ;' 
Lieutf^nant- Colonel  Norcott's  two  companies  of  the  rifle  corps,  and 
Major  Ache«on,  with  a  part  of  the  07th  foot  (separated  from  the  regi* 
ment  in  t)ie  wood)  formed  oo  the  right. 

Colopel  Wheatley's  brigade  with  three  comptnies  of  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  iindibr  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacksod,  (separated  likewise  from  hit 
battalion  in  the  wood,}  and  LieulfBaol-Colonei  Bami^rd^t  i)|iil^  bj^tt^i 
'  lijpp  fori^«4  op  Ike  Uf^ 


LIFE  OF  THE  MOST  THOBLB 
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Great.clMrgt  of  tke*c««alry. 
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jproii'^cted  stifle  of  warfare,  frould  id  tkne  produce 
ci^^siderabie  advantage  to  the  aDied  cause. 

The 


^'       MWii^^*— ^^»— 


A«  soQn  «s  jtbe  infantry  was  thus  ktstily  gut  toffetbcr,  the  guns  ad- 
▼aiiced  io  .a  more  favourable  poskifoa^  and  kept  op  a  most  destructive 
fire. 

Therigbt  wiog  proceeded  to  ^he  attack  of  General  Rofin's  division 
on  tbe  hiil,  while  Lieutenant*Colonel  Barnard's  battalion^  and  Lieute- 
nantoColuael  Basbt**!  detachment  of  the  20th  Portuguese^  were  warmly 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  tirailleurs  on  the  left. 

General  Laval's  division  of  tbe  French  army,  notwitstanding  the 
]i?T0C  made  by  the  British  artillery,  continued  to  advance  in  very  im« 
posing  mJasfees/  opening  hU  fire  of  roosqoetry  ;  and  was  not  checked 
until  the  British  left  wing  advanced,  firing,  wben  a  most  determined 
charge  by  tbe  three  companies  of  tbe  guards,'  and  the  87th  regiment, 
supported  by  ail  the  remainder  of  the  wing,  decided  the  defeat  of 
General  L^val,  andhts  division  of  the  French  army.*  • 

The  eagle  of  the  8tb  regiment  of  French  light  infantry,  which  npon 
this  occasion  suffered  severely,  and  a  bowitoer,  were  tbe  reward  of  this 
gallant  charge,  being  taken  posaession  of  by  Major  Gough  qf  the  S7th 
>vhiht  the  attack  was  sealously  supported  by  Cdlonel  Belson,  with  the 
28th  regiment,  and  Lieutenant^Cohmel  Frevost,  with  a  part  of  the 
67th. 
Notbing  could  atop  the  inspetuositj  of  these  gallant  feUbws,  who, 

roshing 

^  Thlt  gallant  ahaige  was  thus  described^  by  an  officer  on  the  spot 
^'  Tbe  scene  of  this  cbarge  will  ever  be  distressiog  to  my  feelings;. 
tbe  French  waited  till  we  came  withia  about  twenty  paces  of  them  be- 
fore they  broke;  and,  as  they  were  in  column,  when  they  did  tbey 
could  not  get  away ,  it  was,  tfoereftire,  a  scene  of  most  dreadful  carnage. 
Tbeyappe^ed  so  frightened  and  confounded  that  they  made,  whilst 
we  were  among  tbem«  (aboat  a  quarjler  of  an  boor,)  little  or  noopposl- 
tion.     .       !  ■'   ■' 

'*  We  should  have  taken  or  destroyed  the  whole  8th  regiment ;  but  a^ 
this  moment  the  47t^  French  regiment  advanced ;  and  Genera]  Grabam, 
'wbo  was  during  tbe  whole  action  in  ihe  middle  of  it,  pointed  them  out 
and  be<?§ecl  Major  Gongb  nould  call  off  bis  men;-^!  wiH  not  say  alj^ 
as  we  were  in  tbe  midst  of  the  8th  French. 

*«  With  tb«  gfcalest  difiScnity,  by  almost  cutting  them  c)t>wn,  the  right 
wkg  collected^  wiib  wkich  we  charged  tbe  47tb  ;  but,  aftet*  firing  until 
wre  came  till  we  were  witaib  about  fifty  paces  of  them  tbey,  for  usuoibr- 
tunatelj,  broke  and  fled  ;  for,  bad  they  done  their  duty,  fatigued  an4 
laded  as  mt  i^en  weire  al  tbe  moment,  tbey  raust  bare  cut  us  to  plecesl 
•We  were,  tbereforti  after  they  brehe,  unable  to  foHow  t^ein«  bnttooK 
tbe  howitzer  attached  to  them— Thus  ended  the  gloribus  action  aftci 
two  hours  and  a  halfs  roar  of  cannon  and  masqnetry/' 


»» 
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G  loriotts  deAtet  of  th^  enemy. 
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The  state  of  the  hostile  armies  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1811  has  been  admirably  drawn  by 

a  contemporary 
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rushing  on,  soon  obliged  a  reserve  formed  beyond  the  narrow*  valley, 
across  which  the  enemy  was  closely  pursued,  to  share  the  same  fate, 
they  being  routed  by  a  second  charge. 

Nor  was  the  right  wing  of  the  British  less  successful.  On  that  sid^ 
tbc  enemy,  confident  of  success,  met  General  Dilkes  on  the  ascent  of 
the  hill,  and  the  contest  was  sanguinary  :  but  the  undaunted  perseve- 
rance of  the  brigade  of  Guards,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown's  batta- 
lion, and  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  NorcoU's,  and  Major  Acheson's, 
detachment,  overcame  every  obstacle,  and  General  Rutin's  division 
was  driven  from  the  heights  in  confusion,  leaving  two  pieces  of  can- 
non.* 

Thus,  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a  half  from  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat.  The  retiring  divisions,  in-. 
deed,  met,  halted,  and  seemed  inclined  to  form  ;  but  a  new  and  more 
advanced  position  of  the  British  artillery  soon  dispersed  them. 

At  this  crisis  the  exhausted  state  of  the  troops  made  pursuit  impossi- 
ble. In  the  mean  time  a  position  was  taken  on  the  eastern  side  of  th« 
|iil1  ;  and  the  small  British  force  was  soon  after  strengthened  on  its 
right  by  the  return  of  the  Spanish  battalions  that  had  been  attached 
before  to  the  division,  but  which  had  been  left  on  the  hill,  and  been  or* 
dered  to  retire.  These  two  battalions  (Walloon  guards  and  Cigdiid 
Real)  had  made  every  efTort  to  come  back  in  time,  as  soon  a»  they 
knew  of  the  action  having  taken  place. 

During 

*  In  this  brilliant  action  the  fire  was  hotter  than  ever  remembeffttcl 
by  the  oldest  eoidier  ;  scarcely  an  officer  escaping  without  some  mark 
of  shot.  General  Graham  was  himself  pierced  in  the  coat  in  two 
places ;  many  of^be  Colonels  having  their  horses  wounded,  and  LieiMe- 
Bant  Colonel  Colquitt  of  the  Guards  was  shot  through  the  sleeve  of  hia 
coat  by  a  niusquet  ball,  and  a  cannon  shot  literally  touched  bis  saddle 
while  he  was  in  the  act  of  diraounting"  to  pass  a  ravine. 

A  private  letter  stntcd  : — 

"  Our  felk)w$  had  marched  22  miles  that  day,  and  were  just  iaktn;^ 
refreshment,  when  a  peasant  came  to  General  Graham^  and  uAd  hira  \l)e 
Fremh  were  coming  round  a  wood  to  surprise  him,  on  ^hich  General 
.Graham  formed  his  little  army  with  admirable  pregisioo.  Wheniht 
enemy  appeared  in  sight.  General  Graham  rode  up  in  front  of  tbe 
Guards,  87lh  regiment,  Geruia^  legion,  and  Portuguese  cavalry ;  andi 
waving  his  hat,  exclaimed,  *<  Now  my  lads,  there  they  are-^spare  your 
powder,  bnt  give  them  steel  enough  !"  on  which  the  coUiivn  ga\« 
three  cheers,  and,  as  the  French  neared  them,  gave  ;tkeir  volley,  and 
made  so  animated  a  charge,  tliat  in  an  hour  the  enemy  were  put  horM 
flu  coitibatr  and  with  the  prompt  assistance  of  the  tiflle  corps,  and 
other  Biitish  regiments,  dispersed  in  ^11  directions* 


S««  LI l*t!  OF  tllSr  WOSt  NOfttfe' 
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Anecdotes  of  ikit  BMrch. 


a  contemporary  hisloridin  ^ho  observed  that  the  re- 
tr^atof  Massena  from  hb  advance  upon  the  British 

lines 


•*a.  > 


During  this  dashing  business  tl^  enemy's  line  was  extended  much 
further  than  General  Graham  could  distinguish  :  and  a^  Urge  corps> 
both  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  had  attempted  to  turn  the  Barrosa 
height  l>y  the  sea,  but  these  were  completely  kept  in  check  by  General 
Whilting^ham,  with  only  three  squadrons  of  cavalry  ;  at  the  same 
time  one  i»quadron  of  the  2d  hussars,  and  King's  Cennan  legioo,  un- 
der Captain  Busclie,  and  directed  by  Lieutenajit-ColoDel  Ponsonby^ 
joined  insuHicient  time  to  make  a  most  brilliant  aud  successful  charge 
against  a  squadron  of  French  dragoons^  ^hich  was  entirely  routed. 

General  Graham,  in  his  public  dispatches,  most  emphatically  said 
that  no  expression  of  his  could  do  adequate  justice  to  the  tcoops 
throughout  the  whole  affair.  Jn  fact,  nothing  less  than  the  almost  un* 
paralleled  exertions  of  every  officer,  the  invincible  bravery  of  every 
sotdrer,  and  the  most  determined  devotion  to  the  honour  of  Ilis  Ma- 
jHty's  arms  in  all,  could  have  achieved  thiii  brilliant  success  against* 
such  a  £i>rmidab?r   enemy  so  strongly  posted.  "* 

At  the  close  of  the  action  it  was  ascertained  that  ah  eagle,  six  pieces 
of  cannon  ;  the  general  of  division,  Hu6ij,  and  the  general  of  brigade, 
!Rosseau,  .were  wounded  and  taken  ;  the  chief  of  the  statf.  General 
Bellegrade,  an  aid-du-camp  of  Marshal  Victor,  and  the  Colonel  of  the 
Sth  regiment,  with  rtiany  other  officers,  killed,  and  several  wounded  and 
taken  prisoners;  and,  as  General  Graham  observed,  the  field,  covered 
vitt)  the  dead  bodies  and  the  arms  of  the  enemy,  was  the  best  attesta- 
tion that  his  confidence  in  his  gallant  little  division  was  nobly  repaid. 
Marshal  Victor  himself  had  the  command  in  the  fiefd  oh  this  impor- 
tant day,  and  learned  such  a  lesson  as  he  had  formerly  been  taught  at 
Talarera. 

The  whole  British  los^  amounted  to  I  wo  captains,  five  subalterns,  and 
105  rank  and  file  killed  ;  but  the  number  of  wounded  were  very  great, 
comprising  five  lieutenant-colonels,  one  major,  fourteen  captains, 
twenty-six  lieutenants,  eight  ensigns,  one  staff,  and  985  serjeauts,  rank 
and  file,  &c. 

Havj^ng  remained  some  Jioiu%  qd  the  Barrosa  heights  after  the  action, 
withdlit  being  able  to  procure  any  supply  for  the  exhausted  troops,  the 
commissariat  mules  having  been  dispersed  oh  the  enemy ^s  first  dttack 
upon  the  hill,  General  Graham  was  at  length  obliged  to  withdraw  the 
greatest  part  of  his  division  into  the  Isle  de  Leon  ;  but  leaving  Major 
Soss  witb^  detachment  of  tlie  2d  battalion  cf  the  95th  to  preserve  the 
post,  conspletely  doing  away  every  surmise  of  hit  retrograde  movement 
being  a  retreat,  but  being  in  effect  rather  an  advance,  baving  now 
the  communication  with  Cadiz  entirely  t)pen. 

It  has  been  well  observed,  that  in  this  battle  the  Pprtugpese,  who 
weVe  attached  to  the  British  troops,  behaved  remarkable  well ;  and 
that  the  portion  also  of  the  Spanish  forces,  whicb  cane  out  of  the  Isle 
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Unes  at  Torres  Yedras  back  to  Saiiiarem,  lat  Ibeclbs^ 
of  Ihe  preceding  *ye^^^   haid  proiiaced  excessive  joy 


de  Leon,  and  estaWished  the  commtinication  across  the  river  San  Pe- 
W\f  al$o  pruve(l.then))u;lves  worthy  of  jSighting  in  the  same  raJiks  with 
BrUisi)  soUiiers.  But  we  are  sorry  to  con fe:^  that  t be  conduct  of  the 
oiain  body  of  the  Spanish  army  under  the  command  of  Geaeral  La, 
Feua,  the  comiD^nder-in-chief,  was  of  a  very  different  com pJe;clon« 

In  fact,  knowing,,  as  he  oxight  to  have  doue^  the  immediate pre3^n<:e' 
of  a  large  French  force,  it  is  UiiHcu!t  to  account  for  |iis  ordering  Genet 
ra!  Graham  to  quit  the  heights  of  Barrosa,  without  posting^  there  a  siif- 
ficient  .$9finii>b  fpft^e.tQ  occupy  thensi  afXerwardSi  and  .tiius  io  cover  (jpe- 
oerat  Qrahafi)'s  ina/ch  to  BA^rmesa* 

S^^i^cwiTit^r^^  ^j^iic^  at  Jwtne  have,^  indeed,  censured  General  Gxa-. 
b^mp  for  de^c^pding  t9  the  sea-shore  on  his  route  frpni  Bo^rrosa  to  Bern 
nie9a9  jiid^ing  .^f  tl;tc  country  from  its  appearance  on  a  map*  and  ig-^ 
norant  .^^9^i  thcTQ.'.  w^^s.-no  otherroute.^by, which  i^e  could  conduct  ao, 
arn»y. , ,  lihjc.  error,  therefore.  Sreems  solely  to,  have  jested  with  the  S|*a-» 
nhh  general  who  thus  left  so  commanding  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the 
Pfitisl^  ^dva^ipg,arjny,^  wijtjiout  providing  (oj:  its  security  agaiust  the 
^ncutf^         .  ,.,  .^^.,  ,    .;,..  .'."•..:. 

JjL  few  Sps^iardiMr^f,  ,wdeed»  left  on  the  heigl^ts,;  but  La  Pena^ 
ewen  when  hem^st  ItaveJcni^wnof  the  advance  of  the  etiemy^  seems  ta 
have  adopted,  no jLoeaus.  yvhatever.for  their  support^  or  for  the  presexKaT^ 
iion  9f.  tiie  ppst. .  Nay »  be  even  permitted  his  J^rge  body  of  troops  to 
stand  q4ii6t  »nd  distant  spectators  of  Barrosa's  gallant  day ,  even  t^iougli. 
tbe.fvs^iUnts  weri;  the  cg^qtiipi^  enomy.  it  is  even  paoce  extraordinary^'. 
i];at  aft<r  the  FfcacU  too  were  routed,  and  when.thdc  defeat  ^nd  con-*. 
sequent  slaughter  might  ,have  been  rendered  much  more  com  plete^  by. 
immediate  and  close  pursuit,  still  the  Spanish  coiuniander  never  o&red 
t9put  F^is.|fioop«  in  luotjpn  for  tJi^t  purpose* 

This  d4la^ory  and  iivattentive  conduct,  to  call,  it  by  no  worse  name^, 
Baturallyexfited  strong  indignation,  and  ggive  ri3c  to  great  complaint 
OD  the  part  of  the  British. 

Qn  which  the  Spanish  general  not  only  endeavoured  to  exculpate 
bio^se^f:  but  even  dared  to  throw  blame  on  General  Graham  for  not 
iiaviug^pl^ed  his  orders  ^ 

p^iMifal  Graham  did  not  4ricth}  obey  his  orders ;  for  had  he  done 
so,  ami  prac€fded  an  ftis  route  io  Benneia,  when  he  heard  of  the  ap% 
pr<)acb.i>jr,the  Frtnch^  he  mjust  have  had  his  gallant  little  army  cut  to 
pieces.  .,.,.'.  ._.,'./..-•. 

Ta  tM;  complaints  of  the  British,  some  attention  seemed  at  first  ta 
be  pai^iby  the  Portes,  who  even.^ipfessed  a  readiness  to  punish,  the. 
General  L:i  Pe^^i^  \f  guiltyi  and  therefore  ordered   him  umler  arrest  ; 
li{{ii  this  was  a^ji^ece  farce,  though  he  was  brought  to  trial  and  acquitted, 
and  actually  employed  a  few  months  afterwards. 

*   It  b^^  ^f'V  ^.^^^  obsciyedt   tbat  in  all  the  oountries  which  have 

already 
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and  congratulation  at  home,  as  bis  immediate  and 
further  retreat  was  tbea  .  looked  for  with  eer«i 
taiaty. 

It 


already  been  overrun  and  con<f3ered  by  Na{K>leon,  or  his  predecesson 
in 'the  revolution,  their  armies  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  support*' 
ed  by  contributions  and  exactions  on  the  inhabitants  ;  and  as  each 
conquest  was  generally  achieved  in  the  short  space  of  one  campaifnof 
but  a  few  months'  duration^  so  there  occurred  no  difficoHy  in  obtain- 
ing money  and  provisions  amply  sufficient  for  all  demandsi  f«om  the 
occu  pied  terri  tory . 

But  it  was  widely  drfl^rent  with  respeM  to  th^  invasion  of  th«  P^ 
ninsula,  as  there  was  but  little  for  them  to  sieze  on  in  any  partieultr 
place,  whilst  the  protracted  state  of  the  warfare  itself  was  wflictcnt  to 
produce  very  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  paying  and  Hipportiflg 
the  French  armies  $  and  as  that  warfare  was  not  only' thus  protracted, 
but  the  invaders  often  cohipelled  to  remain  long  in  one  (^e,  their 
means  of  support,  from  the  country  itself,  were  thtis  tn^  spcedily 
consumed.  .    .      ,"- 

It  must  also  be  recollected  that  in  oil  t{)6  oCiier  cdUntrie^r  4v«t^rmi 
by  these  savages  the  inhabitants  themselves  were  either  friendly  to 
their  cause,  or  at  least  neutral,  .until  Frenth  atrocity  batf  cured  them 
of  thefr  love  ftr  French  fraternity,  whilirt  in  9pain  and  Portugal, 
every  house  contained  an  enemy,  efery  tree  cOnceitled  i  fbc. 

So  far,  indeed,  were  the  inh2d>itan1s'from  furhhhing  them  with  sup* 
pVres  of  forage,  that  the  French  amie^  in  many  instande%  weris  com- 
pelled to  trujt  for  ttieir  soppttes  td  Franide  h^rsdf ;  fio  that-  Napolean 
found  hrs  troops  placed  in  circumstances,  tmder  whose  operdtioa  the 
adc  now  led  ged  and  often  ttied  excellence  xif  his  plundering  commtSBa- 
riat  was  of  but  little  arail. 

Thus  his  armies,,  during  great  patrt  of  the  Contest,  haYe^been  in  ibt 
mid^t  of  a  cootdry  stripped  of  all  wpplres,  or  itt  least  nbtin  poawsnon 
of  those  stipplies  to  snch  dn  extent  as  was  su'fiiclent  for  the  support  of 
their  great  expenditure  ;  whilst  even  these  partial  supplies  were  »• 
widely  and  thinly  scattered,  thaft  tliey  could  not  be  procured  and  col- 
lected, without  exposing  the  troops  to  circumstances  of  the  -greatest 
hazard,  not  only  from  the  Guerillas,  but  even  from  the  mass  «f  the 
Spanish  peasantry  ;  and  even,  when  collected,  they  were  alill  exposed 
to  considerable  danger  during  their  transport  to'tbe  tnain  body« 

Though  some  small  tupplret  were  doubtless  vent  Troni  France^  yet 
to  do  so  on  a  large  scale  was  out  of  the  question ';  for  even  if  tbey  bt4 
possessed  a  friendly  country  to  send  them  through^  wHb  Ilie%e0t  roads, 
still  the  difficulties  would  have  tMcn  great ;  much  ^ore  so  throagb 
districts  where  all  were  inimical,  where  the  roads  irere  -bad,  and 
where  the  distance  was  so  much  increased  by  th«  advance  of  the 
armies. 

'  tJnder  these  ctrcutnstances^  rt  seemi  evident  that  the  wisest  and 
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It  soon  appeared^  however,  that  he  had  established- 
hitnself  in  his  new  position,  thereby  sheisving  hi»  re» 
treat  to  Santareni  to  be  perhaps  little  n)ore  than  ,9. 
feint,  or  at  least  merely  rendered  necessary  by  the* 
devastation  of  that  district  which  his  namerous  araiy 
lijfl  so  long  occupied. 

Indeed,  early  in  1811,  Lord  Wellington  received 
intelligence  that  considerable  reinforcements  to  the 
amoqnt  of  15,000,  were  coming  to  him,  bringing  with 
them  extensive  supplies  ;  apd  that  although  the  Por<^ 
tugoese  general  Silviera  had  attempted  to  interrupj; 
their  march,  still  he  had  only  been  able  to  harass 
them  in  a  small  degr^ee,  and  vvas  even  himself  com* 
pelled  to  abandon  his  object  after  a.,  smart  action  in 
which  he  was  beaten. 

It  has  been  ndticed,  that  for  some  time  after  Mas- 

sena  received  this  reinforcement  the  desertions  from 

.  his  army  were  much  less  frequent,  nor  did  the  accounjts 

even  of  those  who  came  away  present  such  horrid 

pictures  of  distress  and  famine. 

From  all  this  it  was  easy  to  conjecture  that  th$ 
French  army  mast  have  received  a  considerable  sup- 
ply .of  provisions  ;  but  still  Lord  Wellington  knew 
that  the  additional  force  which. accompanied  them 
mast  in  the  end  increase  the  consumption,  a.nd  hasteti 
the  retreat  of  the  whole,  from  sheer  famine,  pro- 
dded he  coald  avoid  a  general  actibn.  With  thi;9 
oUject  in  view,  then,  did  he  quietly  occupy  his 
lines  at  Torres  Vedras,  silently  ^  expecting  that  pe- 
riod which  should  again  pot  the  French  army  in 
oaotion. 

The  French  army  being  no  longer  able  to  rem^ia 

17.  Sc  Jo 


most  jidtcious  plan,  was  to  follow  that  which  I^rd  WeUingltpo  had 
iiUhcho  undeyiatlogly  pursued— mfactiog  solely,  or  allno3tentl^:ly,.oo 
|h!pidefeasive— of  never  attackiag  except  where  there  was  a  certain 
robject  to  gain— of  Occupying  thf  French  armies  in  plages  were  daily 
jMipply  was  precarious— aiiU  of  always  foUowiQg  hin  ^nemy  closely 
wheoeyer  he  wiis  obliged  td  retreat. 

TJie  e^^eli^ot  effects  tf  this  systemjir^  pow  abput  to  ^^velojie  them^ 
.selves. 
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in  the  positions  which  they  had  so  lotig^  occupied  at 
Santaretn  and  its  vicinity,  they  began  to  retire  on  the 
mgrht  Qf  the  'iih  of  March,  when  Lord  Wellinsfton 
on  the  following*  duy,  at  an  early  hour,  put  the  whole 
British  army  in  motion  to  follow  them.* 

Their 


*  A  private  letter  describes  the  retreat  in  the  following  terms : 
"  t  have -been  same  weeks  in  view  of  Suiuarem,  and  saw  at  last, 
with  pleasure,  s6tT)e  syinpt6ras  of  the  French  abandofiing  it.  The 
drit  was  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  pdiicipal  convent^^fn  the  upper  town, 
and  part  of  the  lower  town*  Ti>Q  volume  of'  srnMke  wis  imniens^  for 
three  days.  On  the  fourth  rooming  some;  infoniiatioii  to  depefid  o» 
reached  us,  and  the  bugle  of  attack  roused  us  from  our  piltoWs.  The 
bafen  of.the  morning  clearing  up,  we  could  easily  perceive  the  out  sen* 
tinels  were  men  of  straw,  and  proved  quite  piwive.  In  faict,  a  beti«r 
niaoai^ed  reUeal  was  never  executed.  Not  a  vestige  of  a  dt3lter*s 
worth  remained.  Beini^  at  the  outposts  with  the  14lh  dragoous  and 
ls( 'royals,  I  entered  with  them;  and  three  miserable  deserters  who 
bad  hid  themselves  were^  with  one  too  ill  to  moVe,  the  only  ^uemy  i« 
be  found. 

*'  Such  a  sceoe  of  horrbt,  misery »  and  desolation,  scafce  erer  salut- 
ed the  eye  of  maq.  Smoking^  ruins,  the  accumulated  fi|thof  months, 
horses  and  human  bodies  putrefied  to  suffocation,  nearly  cad^ddtoiu^n.jjt 
a  vomiting  !  Th«  booses  uaburnt,  i  irii  s^io-c^y  a  v^ige  of  %M^ 
doors,  windows,  ceilingii,  roofs,  burht^ai^dV'hen  tlwrsiok  bad  eHpired, 
there  left  to  decay  !  The  nuinber.  left,  was  gn^a^  £very  charchx  de^ 
rooli^hed,  the  tombs  opened  for  searching  klTter  hidden  plate,  every 
alUrptece  universally  destroyed;  and  Iheemiikvi^'sa  blfensive  is  to  defy 
deseribing.  In  some  gardens,  the  iffnerabte  hci^s,  uudtoeay<id,  statdt 
up  like  sqifiqerows  ;  in  sonu^  wells  a  body-  4^iug^ 

*'  Down  a. precipice  to  which  ^*^  ^'^^^  invlCed  by  prospect  tp.  look, 
4be  hiimao  and  the  animal  carcases,  mingled  ii^' dung,  repulsed  our 
senses,  and  shiidderingly  vibrated  the  sotil  at  the  s&vaij^,'  horriblej  dia- 
bolical, acti»  of  a:  £f er^b  army.  Qrcater  spiring  biK ter  cli jcii>lhie^  tnd 
more  order,  never  attended  an  arniy  than  this.  But  to  see  Uiq  cOud)4<; 
is  to  weep  for  tlie  borrors  of  war.  Such. horrid, excels  I  never  uw  he- 
fore:  Every  tOwrt,^  village,  or  cottage,  de^rbyed.  The  growibg'.nur- 
sery,  and  the  wild  grove,  each  hav^ked  for  destruction's  sake;  -  The 
pot  that  refined  the  oil  broken  ;  the  winepress  burnt,  for  buroing^ 
aake :  the  grape  wlti^  diisiitiyed  Us  noxious  irc^di  ;  the  ftiroiUrt  ufl* 
burut,*lhrown  from  the  wifnl^ws,  aii4v«|th  tfarriiges,  4cg«  made  a  ban* 
fire  of;  the  lar^e  ]ibrarie§st««w«d^(^p^^t)ie'fon4wromnaDt»of  pi^ 
the  noble  convent  in  ashes^  and  thi^  |)Odr<^  un^ttj^y,  >gedr  inhabitaiMi 
vaable  to  tleoi  bu^ig  around 'as  0riiiiili*iitu»gtb»i»alh,  t«n«r  twelve  ^a 
a  place. 

<«  To  b^artbe  semblance  of  a  ft^tiKd^i  wa»to  betottured  ;  to  be  an 
ii\fant,  to  be  a  sacrifice. 
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Their  first  nioveinents  indicated  an  ^tentioii  %o 
collect  R  force  nt  Thomar  :  he,  therefore,  m^^i'i^l^^ 
upon  that  town,  on  the  8th»  a  cotmd^mble  bpdjr*  of 
troops,  fonne4  of  a  part  of  mar^h^l  Sir  WiUii$Q[)  j^dr 
reiiford's  corps,  under  Major^General  tjie  honooral^lf 
Wiiliaui  Stewart,  which  had  crossed  the  Tagu^  ai 
Abr«^|i^^sf,  and  afterwards  the  Ze:^ere,  and  oi  t^^  4t!l 
and  6th,  and  part  of  tiie  i^rst  divisions,  of  i(\^ti^y>  and 
two  bri^a(|es  of  ][Jritish  cavalry.  The  anei^y,  h^w-t 
ever^  continued  tl^if  niarcb  ^ward:S  the  ^^t|d%^t 
having;  one  corps  on  the  road  to  ^spinal  ;  -G^i^raj 
Loisqfk'n  divij^ion  on  the  road  of^Aucii^o  '^  ^i^ri  t^UQ  re- 
Qiaioder  of  t^leir  army  towards*  P^inbaK  Tl^esf^  l^st 
wer?  fpllowfivlf  ^J^.  ^i^ver  lost  ^iyht  of  hv  tb^  ligh^ 
divi^ioii^  ,aii>fi  the  £(oyal  Dragouns,  ami  Isi,  Uvissar4» 
wUq  aoiioyect  them  s*w  clqjf^jy  as  to  tak«  ^bo«U  two 
)mndre4  priiJoners.  • 

On  the^tb  of  Matich,.tlie  ei^^niiy  colU»ct*?d 'm  'ivot]%  - 
of  Fombal  a  CQ{isideraU\^  ^W^^  ^mocinting  to  tbra« 
divisions  of  their  army  f  hut  e^en  this  they  were  np| 
permitted  to  do  t^nmolested  j  for  the  hnssars,  Mfhicii 
wi|h  thfi  j^oyal  jpragpiqi)»9  and  Hgiit  divi>iaQ9  ^er« 
iiiH^efmif^ly' ix)  tbirirfrrint,  distingjii^hed  ^heniti)elveH 
H^qcfi  \^  f^  charge  which  they  fqnnd  a  favtipr^l^ile  opr 

&  c  2  ppr|itn)t)f 
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4«  On*'  <:irf  H9tij^^fj,  ^rnQst  bey^nfi  crHibrlify  t«l  bf;  comnmtfdbjT 
buiiian  b«>ings  in  the  hr^ari  pf  Kurop^,  and  th^  nif)«tc^nlU  c<rn(ury  ;  9 
convent  of  eiuven  nuns,  uitli  two  pri^s^^t^  were  c^capins;  in  a  ^>at  ;  un« 
happily  they  were .  tcto  larie  ;  and  ov^rtake'n  n^itr  Vitla  Fraincra,  the 
pri<^t  «^'(<r«  tflip.  4hiit  4nf(t  one  drti^n'ed.  Onfe  mtly  oif  the  iiUlit  wet^ 
jffiini  ;  sb«  ^a«  i|v<*awly  I'ifVaticci  49  ^fW  ^ythr  rfi|( ;  and  Ihf  aid  i|gf 
0/  65  was  no  drf>?»si«e  auainft  th^s^^va^es.  Th<,»se.  v^ny  niimi  werf 
thuii  tr«*atf«l  succesHivfly  by  numbers,  and  con^n^d  until  disease  made 
rhein  hithstMneio  the  heffhobndsihemseftpfi. 

**  Whtfi  atlagof  inice  iiitcoiliifed  tiheralb  im'  fl^e  sigM  wa'«  mdit 
thnckinii.  {ivf ry  qne  tfi^  to  coii^fQft  thciHi,  ^rxl  they  werf  imm«c|l- 
ttely  taken  care  of  and  conducted  by  walerto  Lisbon,  with  every  com* 
fort  and  consolation  their  unhappy  case  would  admit  t>f." 

Wtven  the  British  army  entered  Santarem  they  obi^^rvfrf  a  French 
l«n(eiipe  written  on  lh«  waiU,  implying,  thai  **  9  gn<><i  ^4>ldier  otigKt  to 
have  the  heart  of  a  lion,  the  |trengvb<^^  ^  har^fy  tb^  ^^*l»iK#l  Ik  iiioMfc^ 
and  ibe  humanity'  of  a  brute  1" 
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portunify  of  making',  nnder'the  fcomittand  of  Colchiel 
A^ensehildtv  .    '    ' 

So  rftpid/ indeed,  bad  been  the  movements  in  ad- 
tanccbf  the  pursning  army;  that  a  detachment  of  the 
16th  Mgfht  dr^g'oons.  nndev  Lientenant  Weyfend^ 
irhich  bad"  been  in  observation  of  the  enemy  aeaf 
lieyria,  mado  prisoners  a  detnchmeiVt  consisting  of 
thirty  dragoons  on  that  morning' ;  arid  had  follbwed 
th^  enemy  from  Leyria,  artd  arrived  on  the  ground 
ju»t  in  time  to  assist  their  friends  the  hussars  ii)  thetf 
eharge,  '  » 

Though  a  part  of  the  Britiisib  army  yas  so  far  in 
i^dvande,  yet  Lord  Wellington'  could  nbt  collect  a 
Sufficient  body  of  troops  to  commence  any  seriou^at* 
fack  upon  the  enemy  before  the  lUh:*/iJvfteu  a  cod< 
iiderable  force*  was  brought  up,  including  the  light 
divisions  of  infantry,  and  a,ll  the  British' i?avairy  :  all 
6f  which  joined  upon  the  ground  immediately  iti  front 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  commenced  their  retreat  from 
iheirposition  during  the  night.      ' 

The  enemy  now  made  an  aittempt  to  hold  the  an- 
ient castle  of  Pombal,  but  were  driven  from  it  by  the 
advance  under  the  command  of  ^Major^^Gettcrals*  Sir 
William  Erskine  and  Blade  ;  but  a  strong  ii^orps  of 
the  enemy  under  General  Montbrun  was  enabled  to 
bold  the  ground  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  town,  as  our 
fi^oops  had  not  arrived  in  time  to  complete  the  dis]^ 
sitions  for  the  attack  before  it  was  dark« 

In  the  nigl)t  of  the  11th  the  enemy  retired  ;  and 
^n  the  12th  the  sixth  corps  of  their  army,  with  Gene* 
ral  Montbrun's  cavalry,  took  up  a  strong  position  at 
f he  en<d  of  a  defile  between  Redinha  and  Pombal, 
with  their  right  in  a  wood  upon  the  XiOura  river^  an4 
their  left  extending  towards  i;he  high  ground  above 
the  river  of  Bedinha.     This  town  was  in  the  rear. 

Lord 


III*  «i 
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*  Oft  this  very  day,  the  Ilth  of  March,  Barfajoz  surrendered  to 
lllarshal  ^v»!t,  after  a  vefy  honourable  resistance. 
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Attack  oti  the  rearguard. 


Lord  'Wellington  iiVi mediately  led   to  the  nttnek,- 
"   .with  the  division  of  light   infantry,  General  Puck'si 
Bri^de,  and  the  cavalry  :  the  other  troops  being  in' 
rei^erve.  ... 

The  post  in  thd  wood  upon  their  right  was  first 
forced  by  Sir  William  Erj^kine  with  the  light  divisiun, 
wfa^nhis  Lordship  was  enabled  to  form  the  British 
troops  in  the  pUiri  beyond  the  defile  ;  and  the  divisioa, 
under  General  Picton  was  formed  in  two  linesin  the 
skirts  of  the  wood  npon  the  right.  By  the  other  dis- 
positions for  the  main  attack.  General  Cole's  division- 
was  in  two  lines  in  the  centre,  having  General  PackV 
brigade  supporting  therr  right,  arid  the'light  division' 
Was  in  twa  lines  on  their  left.  These  agfain  were 
supported  in  therfear  by  the  British  catalry,  arid  thre^' 
other  divisions  of  infantry  in  reserve.  *    '! 

The  whble'of  thfe  troops  were  thus  formet?'  with* 
great  accuracy  and  alacrity,  and  Lieuteiiant-Gerierat 
Sir  Brent  Spe»cer  led  the  line  ao^^ainst  the  enemy  V 
position  on  the  hfeight,  from  which  they  were  inune* 
diately  driven,  with  the  loss  of  many  men  killed  and 
w6nnded  and  somcJ  prisoners.  THe  conduct  of  the 
52d  regiment  and  of  the  Portuguese  Ca^adores  on  this 
occasion  was  <jvery  brilliant;  and  Lord  Wellington 
himself  said,  jji  hi^s  pablic  dispatches,  that  he  had  u^- 
v«^^  Been  the  Fi^encbJufantry  driven  from  a  wood  in  ii 
fneii'e  gallant  styte^ 

Thus  far  their'defcait  was  cohiplete  ;  but  ^as  there 
was  only  on^q  li'arrow  bridge,  and  a  ford  close  to  it, 
over  the  Redinha  river^  over  which  the  British  light' 
troop»,  actaaliy  passed  with  the  enemy,  and  ibe  pas- 
sag'es  at  the  same  time   were  commanded   by    the 
French  artillery,  some  time  elaps>ed  before  a  sufficient' 
inimber>i)f  troops  could  be  passed  oVer  to  make  a  fresh, 
disposition  to  attack  4 he  heights  in  which   they  had 
again  taken  post.     A  division,  however,  passed  over  : 
and,   by  manc^nvring  upon  tbeir  flanks,  obliged  them 
to  retire  upon  their  main  body  at  Condeixa. 
^  iS^ren  there  they  weie  pursued  ;  and,  cm  the  13th, 

Ijovd 
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Lord  Weliington  observed  theiu  seodsngf  oif^  tbeir 
baggage  ;  and,  judgii^g  from  their  moveytijeiits  that 
they  felt  themselvei^  h^rd  presded*  ha  iirKnediatety 
marched  a  division  under  Major- General  Pipton» 
through  the  mountain!}  upoi;  t^hcir  ieft,  to^vards  the 
only  road  ojian  for  their  retreq^t,  vfbigh  bad  ^|x^  >"* 
stant  effect  of  dis^lodgipg  th^m  frona  thteif  ;sU*oii^ 
position  at  CondeUa:  after  which  acomn^UDicatioii 
Was,  opened  with  Coimhrav  and  9^  dcitacUm^nt  of  ca- 
valry taken  pri^oner^.  A  consid^v^^ble  part  of  the 
enemy's  force  was  found  in  a  vevf  ^roi^t;  po^itioff  .at 
Casal  Nova,  the  next  oiorniug  ;  bi|tjU)«  \xfk^  iotantry 
drove  in  their  out  posits  }  and  as  iKMrd  Wellington  o\>^ 
served  that  he  could  oiily  dislpdg^  tbeni  by  uiove- 
ments  upon  thair  flaok^^  a  .series  uf  movera^^uts  to 
that  effect  were  immediately  put  in  force,  lykiph  ob« 
liged  them  tp  abandon  ail  thp  po^iti^nn  which  they 
SMceessively  attempted  to  taVo  in  the  mpuntaiivs ;  the 
whole  of  tbeir  rear  guards  consisting  of  two  corps 
d'aMiee,  bejtng  thus  driven  back  upon  the  pnain  body 
at  Miranda  de  Corvo,  upon  the  riyer  ^m^  with  a 
considerable  loss  of  killed^  woondedi  9^^^  prisoners.* 

*  A  leUer  written  6n  the  spot  stys,  "iV  Wllnfttf^^^bte  to  describe 
t6e<«ceneBof  horror  of  vhieh  1  have  beea  'an  e>'e-HRrUness>  and  whieh 
Drill  for  ever  brand  the  name  of  Mat^ena  with  t kecrati9n«  it  isliarfl 
for  anytHi^  to  believe  that  huni^n  natt^refput^  l^e  |;uiUy  of  such  epor- 
niousand  wanton  wickeilness. 

*•  The  eity  of  Leyria  had  been  on  fire  eleven  dirys  when  I  wjis  there, 
and  was  burning  still.  EvifFv  thin^  fhal-coul'41  be  tslken  away  was  re- 
moved, and  the  re«t,dfftroyec),  Ihe  im^gesi  » thf  cblirches  vert?  cvt 
in  pieces;  the  grs^ven  Mfei:e^ctu^ly  openrd  f^  the  s^ke  of  pluncj^r. 
The  nuns  and  friars  of  all  the  towns  to  which  we  came  had  fied  tu  the 
mountains  ;  their  convents  were  destroyed,  and  ve  found  none  but  a 
few  Portuguese,  perishhig  with  ho^iger  end  \k\  treatnwiit.  At  every 
place  where  he  Mltrd,  If  wjb  saw.  ^ny  tjiinff  'il^e  ?  hou^  wk^  a  door 
standing,  we  made  it  our. bead  qear^ers,  ?nd  tork  possession  o/?ny  tar 
ble  or  chair  that  might  have  escaped  the  general  devasfion,  as  the 
jhansion^  had  no  tenants  to  dirpute  oiir  rights.  All  was  dreadful  sih-nce 
and  desolations  The  fksori  of  almost  every  house  had  b«  f  n  putted  up 
wherever  wf  p«^<l|  ps^iculaf)y  ^\  Leyria,  where  thcrv  viirre  about  \^ 
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Beneficial  consequences  of  the  retreat. 
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The  result  of  these  well-titneil  and  spirited  opersi?- 
tions  was  the  saving^  of  Coirrifira  and  tlpp6r  Beira 
ffOiD  their  hostile  ravages,  whilst  a  Cbmfnaaicatioti 
^as  open  with,  the  liorthefn  provin6es,  aivd  the 
enediy  themsdves  were  ohji^^dto  retreat  liy  the  road 
to  Poullp  de  Murcella;  111  which  route  LoM  Welling* 
ton  expected  that  the  niiUtia  woiild  be  able  to.  annoy 
theqi.  in  (T^nl^f  whilst  the  allied  army  should  pve^^  upoti 
their  rear.  The  whole  country  indeed  affoi'ded  many 
advantageous  positions  to  a  retreating  armyy  of  which^ 
as  his  Lordship  candidly  ol)served9  they  shewed  that 
tbey  knew  how  to  avail  themselves  :  but  th«y  were 
obliged  to  retreat  in  one  solid  mass,  covering  their 
tear  in  every  march  by  the  operations  of  a  strong 
rear-guiard  in  the  various  strong  positions  they  niight 
fall  iq.  withj  and  so  great  were  the  inconveniences 
ntfd  dii^culties  cQunected  with  this  mode  of  retreat^ 
chat  befqre-  they  quitted  their  position  they  were  ob« 
liged  to  destroy  a  part  of  their  cannon  and  U^ithuni- 
tion,  and  afterwards  to  blow  up  aiucb  ^t'hich  theii* 
horses  CQoId  not  carry  a  way  • 

On 
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in)f<i'iUil«  wrctcbes  i^lo  bad<>een  uft>ble  to  move  from  woaAtls  jmd.  fa* 
minf,  sumeof  whom  expirH  before  Us.  The  cjly,'  foiir  years  ago^ 
contained  $0,GfO(]f  inha;bi(sChts.  Libhities  ^ere  burned,  and  scattek-ed  ; 
and  it  Memed  to-be'tiM  itifenKi^  of  tbeeoeiny  (o  leave  a  dttsalMil  met- 
AoA'al  of  their  fury,  that  never  should  etiaced  from  the  recollection 
of  the  country.'* 

*  Lord  Wellington  observed  that  they  had  no  provtslons  except 
what -they  had  plundered  on  the  spot;  or,  havrn^  plundered,  wiiiatth^ 
soldiers  carriHon  tbeir  backs  ;  and  sotne  live  caule.  He  added,  that 
their  condiict .throughout  the  retreat  was  marked  by  a' barbarity  s^ldoM 
equalled,  add  ne?er  surpassed.  Even  in  the  towns  of  lorres  Novas, 
Tliom3P«  ^fc  in  which  the  head-quarters  of  sofueuf  the  corps  had  been 
for  four  months,  and  in  ^hicb  the  inhabitants  had  been  induced  b^ 
j>rofi)ises  of  good  treatment  to  remain,  tliese  pour  people  were  yet  plun- 
dered, and  many  of  their  houses  destroyed  on  the  first  flight  of  th^ 
^o^my  Urjthdrawing  from  their  |)ositiuo  ;  after  v^hich  they  burned  every 
towi)  thjH>ugh  which  they  passed.  Even  the  eonvtmt  of  Alcobac!k  was 
burnt  by  orders  from  heud-qiiariers  ^  the  bi3hO|/s  palace  and  the  whol^ 
town  of'l^yria,  in  which  Genrral  Drouet  had  had  his  bead-quarters, 
^^td  the  samefatt «  and  there  was  iiot  ait  inhabitant  of  the  country, 
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Meditated  attack  on  tbe  Ceira.' 


On  the,  14th,  the  divisions  of  iJpnenils  CdIc  and 
Nightingale  joined  at  Espiahal  3  apd  this  movement 
aflfording  Lord  Wellington  the  meaos  of  turning  the 
enennys  strong  position  at  Mirantta  de  Corvb',  they 
abandoned  it  that  very  night,  destroying  a  very  great 
number  of  carriages,  burying  and  othef>Vise  destroy- 
ing pr  concealing  the  ammunitio^h  wliich  tBey  had 
carried,  and  also  much  of  iheii^  ^^gg^g^  >  whflst 
their  road  of  march  M^ere  strewed,  with  the  carcases 
of  men  and  aniirials,  and  the  wireck  of  their  equip- 
rnents. 

On  the  15th  his  Lordship  found  the  enemy's  whole 
army  in  a  very  strong  position  on  the  river  Cilira  hav- 
ing one  copf>s,  as  an  advanced  guard,  in  frbfit  of  Foy 
d'Arouce  on  the  hither  side  of  the  river.  He'imme- 
diately  made  arrangements  to  drive  in  hi3  post,  pre- 
paratory to  the  movements  which  it  iiiight  be  e^pe« 
*dient  to  make  to  cross  the  Ceira  the  next  morning. 
When  the  different  detachments  performed  a  nUmber 
of  masterly  evolutions  in  a  diQicult  country,  succes- 
sively driving  in  their  posts  :.  but  ias  a  heavy  fog  had 
'prevented  the  army  from  moving  Until  ^a  late  hour  in 
the  morning,  it  was  dark  by  the  time  they  had  gained 
possession  of  the  last  position  of  the  advanced  guard. 
In  the  night,  however,  the  whole  French  army  re- 
treated, having  destroyed  the  bridge  on  the  Ceira 
and  left  only  a  small  rear^guard  on  tbat  river. 

-  The 


of  any  <;Iass  or  description,  who  had  any  dealings  or  commuDication 
with  the  French  arniy.,  without  liaving  leasou  to  complain  of  tlieir 
treatment. 

**  Tills  is  the  mode,**  adds  his  Lordship,  '*.in  wMch  the  promises  have 
bee»  performed,  and  the  assurances  hav^been  fulfilled,  which  \jiBreiield 
out  in  the  prod  agnation  of  the  French  commander-in-chief;  in  which 
he  told  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal  that  he  was  not  come  to  make  war 
upon  them,   but  wilh  a  powerful  army  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou-  ^ 
sand  men  to  drive  the  English  jnto  the  sea.    It  is  t6  be  hoped,**  Jre 
continues,  '•  that  the  example  of  what  has  occurred  in  this  country  will 
teach  the  people  of  Portugal,  and  other  natjoiis,  what  value  they  O0gbt 
to  place  on  such  promises  and  assurances,  and*  that  there  Is  no  security 
for  life,  pr  forany  thing  which  renders  life  valuabfe,  excepting  decided 
i-esjstance  to  the  eneray,^ 
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:.  Tbellosses  of  the  British  arrmy  im*  these  several  ^at- ■ 
taohsw^petrtflitrg'  in  the  extreme  }'^ and  tha  eneftiy 
oilDtiiified  their  vetrtot  daritag  the  remainder  of  the 
month  4owaiYla;tlie  froiitier/  MBSsenfit^feeling'  hfin^i^if 
obliged  to  faciliitate.  hfii  ^afio&s  movements  by  the 
abdndeBmeqt  of  his  wounded,'  the  ^destruction  of  bag- 
gage^ And  whatever  wonkl  be  consklered  as  ai>  ncum- 
brance.*       .  '         \  k^    » 

The. British  artny  still  eoiltinued  ih  advaiicfe^  and 
harassing  thein  upon  every  ocdasion;  but  not'  suffi-; 

17^    .  ,  :3d  :    ^-    .       '     cieutly' 
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^Th^'foHbwing  extract  /rom'th«  jowrhal  of  tin  officer  on  the  spot  will' 
serve  to  illustrate  tke  horrors  of  French  bdrteirity,  even  soiiie  months 
afterwards!.  .  .   »  •  ,. 

*'  Marched  in  the  evening  from  Nalada  to  Santarem,  twelve  miles,  keep- 
ing rhe'TTagUs  in  view  the  gt^aiet  part  of  the  way,  Santarem,  or  Santaree, 
^  the  Por-tugueftecaH'  it;  i^on'the  sUn)mitV)f  a  hill>  and  at  a  distanceap  • 
^ais  .a  pUtqe  of '  great  o(ni8e<|uciice.  It  imf  considerable  extent :  ^  bat 
^in  roany  -placiBis  little  b9lt;er.  tlia/i  a  heap  of  tuin^,  sin<f  it  was'|>lund^e4 
by  the  French.  There  are  still  many  vestiges  of  its  former  greatqess, 
particularly  the  churches  and  convents..  As  usual,  there  was  neither 
bed  nor  billet  to  be  had ;  and,  mdeed,  in  this  part  of  tl)e  world  th^reare 
suchiiu^bers  of  t^e  ;siiialler  ;kiv4  of  verojta,  that  it  isi  better  to  sleep  id 
the  ajr,  if  it  were  not  fpr,tbe,dew«    Slept  911. th^  steps  of  a  convent.    . 

."  Kear  Santarem,  amid  the  ruins  of  a  small  village  da  the  banks  of 
tbe'Tagusi  immediately  opposite  the  house  in  'which  Massena  lived; 
when  Santarem  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  French^  •  there  are  the  re* 
vmn^  of  .a  -church  in  which  I  saw  one  of;  the  niost  horrid  spectacles 
I  ev^r  bcheid  ;  a  number  of  poor  children  dying  and  dead  f^r  absolute 
/amine.'  :  •  . 

**"I%e  pai^tits(  of  these  children  had  been  *mtchered  by  theFrcnch  in 
their  ia^  retreat ;; and,  from  tha  general  and  extensive  distress  of  the 
coontry^  unable  to  pick  up  a  wretched  subsi^anoe,  even  to  support  ex- 
istence, had  fled  for  refuge  to  the  house  of  their  God»  and  there  pa- 
tiently iifiplored  the  hand  of  death  to  relieve  them  from  their  misery. 
They  were  lying  onstr^w  and  rubbish.  Thosa  who  were  dead  were 
^m^cia^ed^  completely  folded  up^  and  ready  made  skeletons.  There 
were  three^or  four,  so  far  gone  as. to  be  unable  to  eatgpr  drink;  but,  for 
the  credit  and  honour  of  British  soldiers,  let  me  gratify  my  feelings  by 
meirtioiiidg,  that  frQm  the  moment  of  their  arrival,  the  poor  innocents 
bad  been  fed  by  them,  and  there  were  larger  pieces  of  bread  lying  before 
those  who  were  incapabU  of  eatii\g«  and  e\'en  before  some  who  had 
breathed  their  last.  .  . 

**  Surely  Ged,  in  bis  infinite  justice,  will  eventually  punish  those 
scourges  of.  the  human  race,  wht>  liave  desolsited  the  fairest  parts  of 
.'Europe^  and  who  make  every  paradise  a  desert !" 
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ciently  strong^  to  attempt  any  general  attack •     Indeed 
in  a  country   thus  plundered  by  a  retreating  army, 
the  pursuers  must  inevitably  meet  with  cousiderabte 
difficulties,  andalthough  when  Lord  Wellington  found 
that  the  enemy  retreated  witb  great   celerity   from 
Mbita,  and  continued  the  pursuit  with  the  calralry 
and  the  light  infantry^  yet  he  was  induced  to  halt  the 
remainder  of  the  army  till  the  supplies,  which  had 
been  sent  round  from  the  Tagus  to  tJie  Momlego, 
could  arrive,    iti  fact  this  halt  was  the  more  desira* 
blq,.as  nothing  could  be  found  in  the  country,,  and 
every  day*s  march  increased  the .  distance  from  the 
magazines  ip  the  Tagus,  thereby  rendering  the  sup- 
ply of  tlie  troops  more  difficult  and  precarious. 

Thus  the  cavalry  and  light  troops  contini:^ed  to 
annoy  the  enemy's  rear,  and  a  number  of  prisQners: 
were  taken  ;  whilst  the  detached  corps  of  the  army 
and  of  the  main  Spanish  force  were  enabled  to  attack 
with  success  the  various  detachments  of  the  Freqch 
army. 

^  In  this  forced  retreat,  M assena  was  obliged  to  re-^ 
treat  by  a  road  very  confined ;  and  his  plan  of  devas* 
tation  di^  not  extend  more  th^in  a  league  in  diameter  ; 
.  such  was  the  vivacity  and  promptitqd^  with  which  he 
was  pursued. 

Indeed  to  set  on  fire  thus,  and  destroy  the  places 
through  which  he  passed,  was  neither  a  proof  of 
tranquillity  of  spirit,  or  the  effect  of  a  good  retreat ': 
and  was  nothing  but  the  resrult  of  the  desperation  of 
his  heart ;  the  effect  of  that  degree  of  cruelty  and  de- 
gradation to  which  the  French  hosts  have  arrived. 
A  few  companies  in  his  rear  were  sufficient  to  set  alt 
the  places  on  tire  through  which  they  passed ;  but^ 
in  many  plac^es  the  pursuing  troops  extinguished  the 
fires  a  few  minutes  after  these  barbarians  had  kindled 
them. 

Sir  William  Beresford  was  also  particularly  active ; 
and,  having  united  his  whole  force  at  Portalegre 
early  it)  April,  succeeded  in  an  attack  of  the  enemy 

at 
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Anecdotoftof  Mortter. 


at  C«mpo  Mayor  Under  the  iamous  Mortkr^^  oblig- 
ing them, to  retire  across  the  Ouadiana  with  a  very 

coQsifJerabl^  lo^it 

.  .  ■  ^7^2      '   . '•  •   Late 


^1,    .^  .,    »l  , '•{«*■      L.t'lf        ,       ■■ 1  im 


*  Mortier,  ^Ho  is  no^  a  AiaHual  of  the  French  6m(>ire,  is  also  known, 
by  the  titteof  Dufce  jjf'Trevfeo;.^  He  is  de^rib^d  ^s  being  about  six 
feet  high,  forly  tw.o  years  qj  ag^,;b^  figure t-egwUr,  his  pMiSiognomy 
anfiouiicm^  good  oayife,  an<)  h1^  .appearance.  |good>  but  his  manners 
ini|jerfect ;  proud  df  appeaHngi'n'his  grand  costume  of  marshal^  but> 
Mill  of  affable  atrdress. 

H!8fat|ter>asa  weaUhy  farmer^  and  gave  him  a  good  education  ; 
andy  being  an  active  citizen  at  the  period  of  liie'reyolution,  obtained/ 
for  his  son,  in,l791»  a  commission  in  a  regiment  of  cavalry^  two  years 
after  which  hi«  own  good  cbnducl  obtained  fqr  him  the  rank  of  Ac^Ur^ 
tabt- General. 

in  the  war  of  Flanders  and  Holland  he  s&w  nauch  service^  command- 
.  ing  the  advanced  posts;  butGenerdl3arrazIn  observes  that  he  wds  not 
ibnd  of  fighting  except  when  his  comrade  SouU  was  by  hit  side.    . 

At  the  place  of  CampoFormio  he  quitted  the  staff,  and  became  in 
the  line  a  coionel  of  cavalry,  and  in  1790  rose  to  the  rank  of  general  of 
brigade. 

Speaking,  of  his  military  talents,  General  Sartazin  says  that  he  at- 
tacks, with  courage,  but  with  slowness^  and  wants  a  correct  military 
eye ;  but  he  made  himself  a  favourite  of  Buonaparte  by  his  conduct, 
as  commandant  of  Paris,  and  by  the  pomp  with  which  be  took  care^o 
publish  his  proclamation  as  consi^l  for  life.  Yet  it  is  remarkable  that 
Sarrazip  asserts  Mortier  is  not  the  friend  of  the  present  despot,  but  knows 
that  France  can  never  be  happy  except  by  the  return  of  the  Bourboqs.  . 
'*  As  soon  as  Mortier  shall  see  the  good  cause  sufficiently  strongto  make 
success,  probable,  he  will  immediately  join  it,  and  promote  it  with  all 
his  m^ans." 

When  Mortier  was  at  Coblentz  in  179,0,  he  married  one.ofthie 
daughters  of  the  mistress  of  theSavage  Inn.  She  is  now  Duchesa  of 
Treviso,  and  is  said  by  her  virtues  to  merit  the  love  of  her  husbamt  ai^dl 
esteem  of  her  friends* 

-^  A  letter  from  an  officer  after  the  action  says : 
*'  Yesterday  a  French  captain  of  dfagoons  brought  over  a  trumpet^ 
demanding  permission. to  search  among  the  dead  for  bis  colonel — hi^  , 
regiment  was  a  fine  one,  with  bright  brass  helmets,  and  black  horsehair, 
exactly  like  what  the  old  Eomans  ^re  depicted  with — many  of  us  went 
out  with  him — it  was  truly  a  bloody  scene,  being,  alndost  all  sabre 
nvounds  ;  the  slain  were  all  naked,  the  peaseants  having  stripped  tbem 
in  the  night.    It  was  long  before  we  could  And  the  VVettch  colonel ; 
he  was  lying  on  his  face,  his  naked  body  weltering  In  bbud ;  and,  as 
,  soon  as  he  was  turned  up,  the  officer  knew  him,  be  gave  a  sort  of  screani, 
and  sprung  off  his  horse,  dashed    his   helmet  on  the  groiuul,  knelt  by 
the  body,  took  the  bloody  hand  and  kissed  it  many  times  in  an  agony 
of  grief ;  it  was  an  affecting  and  awful  scene. 

**  I  suppose 
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Further,  luoycnientsot  the  ttrmies. 


Late  iii  M«r<^h  the  aHiedl'ariby  unctei'-Ldhl^^^el- 
lioo^^i)  w^r^  f:pU0$^t6d,  in  the  vicinity ^tfiditifVo^l of 
Celorico,  with  a  view  to  dislodge  tb<e  enfemy.froiiithe 
position  which  they  had  taken  ypon  Guarda ;  and  on 
the  29th  a  large  proportion  of  the  British  force  having 
advanced  in  fiv^  colunipf^,:.8upported  by  the  reserve 
aiid.the  Portuguese  militia^  the  French  army  abandon-. 
e4  their  position  wtthont  fifrn|^-a  i^hot,  sind  retired  Upon 
Sabugal*  6ti  the  banks  of  the  Cba^  fallowed  by  thci. 
davalry  Wh6  took  many  prisoners :  sevaisd  successive 
nv^d .  successful  ^attacktB  taking  placiB  upon  thei^'  ^  reit^t 
by  the  cavalry,  and  horse  artillery.       ^ 

Early  in  April,  the  French  jariny  i>ccupied  a.pbsi-, 
tion  on  the  Upper  Coa,  having  their  right  at  Rovioa, 
and  guarding  tne  ford  of  RepcAlia  de  Coa  with  a  de- 
tachment at  the  bridge  of  Ferr^rias  :  and  there  left  at 
Sabugal,  with  a  corps  at  Alfayates. 

The  right  of  the  British  army  was  opposite  to  Sa- 
bugal, and  the  left  at  the  bridge  of  Ferrerias,  nearly 
ii»  contact  with  the  ehelny*s  right. 
'  In  this  position  Lord  Wellington  deternnneid  upon 
ah  attack  upon ^  ^he  rear-guard;  and,  as  a  prepare* 
tgry  step,  ordered  the  Portug^iiese  militia  tinder  Genei- 

•  '  ral 
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*<l  suppose  ther^  were  about  600  naked  dead  bodies  lying^on  the 
ground  at  on^.yieyr ;  the  Freiich  •coiooel  was  killed,  by. a  corpdratof 
the  13th  ;  this  corporal  bad  killed  one  of  his.  roen»  and  he  was  so  efi- 
raged  thai  he  sallied  out  himself,  and  attacked  the  corporal^  who  was 
well  mounted  and  a  good  swordsman^  as  was  the  colonel  himself;  both 
'defended  tor  some  ti(ne«  the  corporal  cut  him  twice  ia  the  fact,  h\» 
helmet  came  off  at  the  second,  ^hen  th^  corporal  skw  him  by  a  cqt 
which  nenfly  cleft  his  scull  assunder^  qulting  in  as  deep  as  the  nose 
through  the  brain. 

'*  Went  to  see  Sabugal,  which  is  completely  sacked  and  pillaged, 
and,  like  many  other  towns  nortb  of  theTagu^,  in  a  great  measure  un- 
inhabited. Here  are  seen  vejfy  fine  chesnut  trees,  many  of  prodigious 
thickness ;  not  le^hi  ,tljan  twelve  oi;  fourteen  yacds  in  circumference, 

*  *'  Sabugal  i^$itdated  on  the  Coa,  which  ai  this  lime  of  the  yearis 
beautifully  clear  anid  placid,  but  is  a  mere  stream.  There  is  here  an 
old  castle  totally  defenceless*  The  convert  is  gutted,  and  the  houseSj 
as  usual,  are  Without  doors  orwiDdpws." 

J»ttrnalqfanQficc7^,  JulylZlU 
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rai  Tnol  aWidi Colpnfll  Wilbih  to/ erbssith^tCoa/ lie- 
low  AlBMrid«9  io^tiaelpmpoHBioithrGiaixdti^ 
mimicatum  of^  that pla^eii with  /€}iudad^ito^ng'0<ftMl» 
the  wetiiff^'Arivmj.^^^  l.'??-  ,/V  ?  •».  •-  ^^-^^  ""«'•  = »  '!^*';* 
,  In  tjM»':attack;  tlieridiiwer6:sott)6*<]ifitoaltie^  tivnut-i 
moQpii  Iw  the  ra!v^{0»akiltffical4Jdf  ajcdc^tJkt^oij^hK) 
(HiUtslwlM)ib  CQiitfaie/:  ^rrdithe^  po:Utiaii' wMcb'tha  e0<^^ 
myubsid  lak^n  .mos  ketiyMwmg  i  ^od  i(^Dlcbioti4y»iie 
apprJMchecliOiiith0;lQfti^'»¥M  trodpis  wcn'e,  ther«ibrey- 
put  tri'  oiotioti  ott  th0>ikiorn]o^oFf;  thei '  3d  of  lAprilt'  >tcf* 
tarn  the  enemy/s  Jidft\ab4ve^.bagft1,i,arid  towtceth^i 
passive  cf.  tbe'A>^idaQ»if)tbat(tawf)  ^'  Witfa-tKe  e»o^^. 
tioD  ofn  :saiall^  foimt  mbibb  wis  left  ^b  obs^ai'tm' 
Freficbposfcattbcibridgiiiof/Ferreriasj      ^      '  '  •>  >   * 

The  ^neaiy laxear-^uard^  wek*^iil  o^ stroti^  position 
with  their  rig;ht)Uponia«beight  immpdiateiy  dbd^^the^ 
bridge  andtoMUi.^f  i£abugaly  and  their  left  extending 
alon^  the  road  to  Alfayates^  to  a  height  wbick'com* 
manded  alt  the  approaches  to    Sabugal,    fi^JDin  'the- 
fords'of  the  Coa,  ^ab^ove  the  towtiv    It  was  ititewded 
to  /tttCiT  the  l^ft  '4^  9  tliis  cordis : ;  aad^  acoordingfy  the ' 
light  division  and  the*. cavalry  tinder  MQJor--Oen€rral$> 
Sir  William  Brskitid  and  Slade^were  to  <;ross  the  Coa' 
at  two  focdfi  on  th^r.  nBTht,  a  division  under  General  • 
Picton  at  a  fQfd<'€ili  the  left^*  and  the  artillery  at  the* 
bridge  of  Sabugal. 

A  brigade.  6£  the  light  division  iwei*e  the  ifirst  tKat 
crossed  the  €oa^  with  two.  iq^adrons  of  cavalry  ;- 
wbeo  part  of  the  95th^  with 'some  Pojhtcrguiese  and 
supported  by  the. 43d  regiment,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
picquet's  ;  but  at  this  moment  a  storm  of  rain  came  on 
which,  rendered  it  impossible  to  see  any  thing,  when 
these  gallant  troops,  having  plashed  on  in  pursuit,  came 
upon  the  left  of  the  main  body,  which  it  bad  been  in- 
tended  they  should  turn*  -  :    - 

In  i^onsequence  of  this  the  light  troops  were  driven 
back  upon  the  43d  regiment  ;  and  as  «oon  as  the  at- 
mosphere became  clear,  the  enemy  having  perceived 
that  the  body  which  had  advanced  were  not  strong, 
attacked  them  in  a  solid  columo,  supported  by  ca«- 
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iralry^  dnd  artillery;  These  troops,  -  however,  re« 
pufoed' this  attack,  and  advaneefl  in  pursuit:  upon  the 
ctaeoiy's  jKiftitton,  where  they  were  attacked  by  a 
fresh  column  on  their  left,  and  were  charged  by  the 
French  hiissars  upon  their  rights.  Upon  tfai»tiey  re* 
tired  and  took  post  behind  the  will,  from  wii^ik^b'post 
tbey  )agmn  repulsed  the.  enentiy  ;  and  advanced  <i  s<9* 
ootid  titu^  in  ^rsuit  of  them,  vand  to(^  from  them  a, 
howitzer.  They  were^  however,  !affain  attacked  ^  t>y 
a  Jresb  column  with  cavalry,  and agtfiir  retired  to^their 
posts^  where  they  ^ere  joined  by.  the  other  light  bri» 
gade.'  <  With  this  accumulation  of  force  they  again: 
advanced  to  the  attack,  wheire  they  were  again  at- 
tacked by  a  fresh  column  with  cavalry,  which  char^* 
ed  tlieir  right,  and  obliged  them  lagairi  to  take  post 
in  an  enclosure  upon  the  to^  of  we  height,  from 
whence  they  could  protect  the  ho witeer  which  the 
40tlr  had  taken,  and  from  this  they  again  drove  back 
the  enemy. 

The  French  were  now  making  arrangements  for  a 
fresh  attack  upon  ^is  post,  which  CSolonel  Beckwitb 
and  his  party  had  so  gallantly  defended,  and  had  ac- 
tually moved  a  column  upon  the  left,  when  the  light 
infantry  of  General  Picton's  brigade,  supported  by  the 
Honourable  General  Colville  with  his  brigade,  open- 
ed their  fire  upon  them. 

At  the  same  moment  the  head  of  Majdr-Generat 
Dunlop*s  column  crossed  the  bridge  of  the  Goa,  and 
ascended  the  heights  on  the  right  flank  of  i\^  enemy  } 
and  the  cavalry  at  the  same  time  appearingT  on  the 
high  ground  in  rear  of  their  left,  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  force  immediately  retired  across  the  hills  to^ 
wards  Rondo,  leaving  the  howitzer  in  the  possession 
of  those  who  bad  so  gallantlv  gained  and  preserved 
it,  and  ahoiit  two  hundred  killed  on  the  ground,  with 
six  ofiicers,  and  three  hundred  prisoners  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  allied  army.^ 


Finding 
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♦  In  noticing  the  occurrences  of  this  day.  Lord  WHington  ob- 
^rved^  that  although  the  operations  were,  through  unavoidable  acci* 

dents. 
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Blockmle  of  Aliaeida. 
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Finding  themselves  thqs  closely  harassed  the  eaet 
my  continued  their  retreat  during  all  the  racceeding 
night  and  the  next  morning;  and  entered  on  the 
frontiers  of  Spain  on  the  4th,  thus  leaving  Portugal 
free.  They  continued  their  retreat,  and  crossed  the 
Agueda  a  few  days  after  ;  whilst  the  allied  army 
took  up  their  position  upon  the  Duas  Casas,  a  poit 
which  General  Crauford  had  occupied  with  hi$: ad- 
vanced guard  during  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding~^ 
siege  of  Ciudad  <  Rodfigo  ;  and  the  advanced  posts 
were  soon  pushed  as  £ar  forward  as  the  banks  of  the 
Agueda.     '    ' 

>  Lord  Wellington,  about  the  latter  end  of  April, 
having  made  arrangements  for  the  blockade  of  Alrnei^ 
da,  and  having  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy's 
army  would  not  be  in  a  sitqation  for  some.tin^e  to  at-« 
tempt  tlie  relief  of  that  fortress,  even  if  they  should 
be  so  inclined,  took  the  advantage  of  this  momentary 
discontinuance  of  active  operations  with,  respect  to 
his  own  army,  to  proceed'  for  Estremadura,  to  the 
corps'  under  Sir  William  Beresford.  In  short  hb  ac- 
tive mind  was  every  where,  and  he  shrank  from  £i> 
fatigue  or  privation,  to  have  his  person  every  where 
also.  .       .  ' 

..With  Sir  William's  army,  he  found  every  iH^mg  ' 
in  an  active  state,  and  a.  system  of  desultory  warv 

fa» 
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dents,,  not  performed  in  the  manner  Intended,  yet  that  he  considered 
the  action  fought  by  the  light  divitioa,  by  Colonel  Beckwith*s  brigade 
principally,  with  the(  -whole  of  the  2d  division  of  the  French  army,  to 
be  one  of  the  most  glorious  that  British  troops  were  ever  engaged  in. 

It  was  impossible,  he  added,  for  any  officer  to  conduct  himself  with 
more  ability  and  gallantry  than  Colonel  Beck  with.  The  action  was 
-commenced  by  an  unavoidable  accident,  to  which  all  operations  ai% 
liable  ;  but  having  been  commenced,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  withdraw  from  the  ground,  without  risking  the  loss  of  the  object  of' 
the  general  movemeats ;  and  it  was  desireable  to  obtain  possession,  if 
pbsslbie,  of  the  top  of  the  hlU,  from  which  the  enemy  had  made  so 
many  attacks  with  advantage,  on  the  first  position  taken  «p  by  the  ^3d 
regiment. 
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fftn>cdbsfau»(lyii0lrrying-K)R^iiito  tho/grebt  ^nHo^face 

•  Mrh^o^itomtiDnrfiof  thjs ^eart^  > pttrt  of  f^exoLmpAign 
ko^ytthtfs^litremikidfl^^dfte  (kUsii^  o  •  and  the  4>pillfamt 
^ti^deiMsiof  ibbe  aJtiiod^ar{ii.7idt^re:cete4>ratediVy  ereiv^ 
XtetWDnistrUtiDaidf  j^yiMriiichieotild'  rnbrk  the  grbtitaci^ 
k6'pht  Portd^iiese^ibr'tthe  ;eKertk>iis/  pf  the^iiBriti^ll 
-ikwpd  i]i'lihei^iBehalfi'ahd!the^€i»et*itl  satdbfactifaiitifti. 
:spi^^d  by:  tbfarsathrdtiop  0f  tfa^  ^ .  i>  ^^ 

•j'^^e' DevBl^wagiidng:  m  »}}» >tbe/ciitarbfae& ;  the  ;titf 
^ft  Jbisfa^:^»6!ipkdibdiy>dliHitfn«tMi}'aod;  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  popular  expression,  the  R^^enc/y 
dttxjfhhe^  mot^  cmttpfimdntm^  'itd^ei^ses  to  Ifiord . Wei- 
4b»gt^  and /3ir  > WiUiiaai  :Beresf<»rd»  ^  Ode  .great  "oh- 
^eidt  tif  •Loi*d  Wellif^tbn.,  in  his  visit  to  thb  irmy.  in 
"JEIstrfenraduraUf  waA!  to  mtperinteiid  Ihs^  arrang^mrevits 
Ifbr  the  fiie^  of  Badnjpft  by  Marahai  fi^iresibrdV  ^my  - 
^dtbisbeiBg<fiic)BOinpltske4^  hetsitoffi  )ag8im:ioR  hfs 
'  Tfettirnfoihifc^owa  troop»]9n  tbia  banlks  of  tl^  lAgoeda 
'  %ii^  Coai;4aiiQiit  ^icfa  time  the  40wn  of  Okvensa, 
tifter  fibtne^bpMted  attacks;  rh«diiiliJt£ndi^red  to  Major- 
<9enera)  OoJe;* 

'^  i^he  galknt  affair  of  Fusl^Tfi  iD'^HoNfiR  was  now 
approaching :  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  enter  a  little 
"fiw^  intor  ddlailt'  on  the  atttofior  tttovenoiietkts'  of/ the 
iwi^arofti^a;  i'tbe^  affair  betn^iiD  itsielf  so  dritioal,  as 
Ht  one  time  to  have  given  considerable  advantages  to 
the  Freneby  bad  they  known  4m>w  t<»-pfefit  of  them  ; 
but  all  of  which  were  immediately  rjBtrived.  by  the 
'^kiH  of  the  British  general,  and  the  gallantry  of  hi^ 
army.  *      . 

On  the  2U  of  May  thfe  '^ttemjr*s  whole  forcfe,  con- 
sistjng  of  three  corps  d'aiih^e,  and  ^W  4he   cavalry 
:*^.hichthey.  could  possibly  collect  in  Castile  and  Leon^ 
inciudin^^  ^bont  nine  hundred  of  the  Imperial  guards 
'   'Crossed  ttie  A^iieda  at  Ciudad  ilbdrigo.  ^ 

.    .As  Lpfd  XVellington's  object  in  tbaintaining  a  posi- 
tion between  itha  Coa  and  the  Agueda,  atlter  the  eoe- 
my  had  retired  from  the  former^  was  to  blockade  AU 
*  $  meida^ 
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metcia,  which  place,  he  had  learnt  l>y  intercepted  let^-* 
ters>  and  oth^  information,  was  ill  supplied'  with  pro-^ 
virions  for  its.g-arrisons  ;  and,  as  the  enemy  were  in 
iimtely.  superior  to  the  Briti»h  army  incavalry^  hedid- 
not  g^ive  any  oppof^ition  to  their  march,  and  they  pass-** 
ed  the  Azava  on  the  evening  mentioned  in  the  neigh-- 
boui^hood  of  6alle&f08« 

On*  the  3d  in  tbe^  morning,  they  continued  their' 
niaroh  in  three  columns,  towards  Duas  Casas ;  two  of' 
ivhidii  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Almeida  and  Fort 
Conception^  and  the  third,  consisting  of  the  whole  of 
the  oavalry^  and  tv^  other  corps  of  infantry,  proceed* 
ing- straight  for wiifd. 

The  allied  army  had  been  cantoned  along  the  river  • 
I>4)aj^  Gasas,  and  on  the  sources  of  the  Azava;  the 
Jftg'htt'diirision  being  at  Gallegos  and  Espeja.  This 
JaHt  fell  back  upon  Fuentes  d'Honor,  a  village  on  the 
Ehjiiis  Casas,  with  the  British  cavalry^  in  proportion 
as  the  enemy  advanced,  and  the  Ist,  3d,  and  7th  di- 
visions were  collected  at  that  place  :  and  the  6th  di- 
vision, undrr  Major-Geriernl  Campbell,  observed  the 
bridge  at  Almeida  :  whilst  Major- Genera  I  Sir  WiU 
llaav  Erskine,  with  the  5th  division,  was  at  the  pas- 
sages of  Doas  Casas,  at  Fort  Conception,  and  Aldea 
D'Obispo.  .  Brigadier'  General  Pack's  brigade, 
with  the  Queen's  regiment,  kept  the  t>lockade  of 
Almeida  ;  and  Lord  Wellington  prevailed  on  the 
gallant  partizan,  Don  Julian  Sauchez,  to  occupy 
Nave  d'Avar,  with  his  corps  of  Spanish  cavalry  and 
infantry. 

The  light  division  were  moved  in  the  evening  to 
join  General  Campbell,  upon  finding  that  the  enemy 
were  in  strength  in  that  quarter,  and  they  were 
brought  back  again  to  Fuente  d'Honor,  on  the  morn- 
ing* of  the  6th,  when  it  was  found  that  a  corps  of  the 
enemy  had  proceeded  to  strengthen  their  left. 

Shortly  after  the  enemy  had  formed  on  the  ground 
on  the  right  of  the  Duas  Casas,  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  3d,  they  attacked  the  village  of  Fuentes  with  a 
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very  large  force ,;  but  it  was  defended  in  the .  most 
gallant  maimer  by  a  much  inferior  numljer,^  who 
ipaintained  tbeiir  position  with  great  perseverance,' 
when  Lord  Wellingtob,  whose  eye  was  every  where, 
having  observed  the  repeated  efforts  which  the  ene- 
my were  making  to  obtain  possession  of  the  village 
and  being  fully  aware  of  the  advantage  which  they 
would  derive  from  that  possession  in  their  subsequent 
operations,  immediately  reinforced  itinsuccesKion  with 
the  70th,  79th,  and  24th  regimebts,  when  the  Hon* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cad(^aib  at  the  head  of  the  7 1st, 
charged  the  assailants,  and  drove  them  from  the  part 
of  the  village  of  which  they  had  obt&ined  momentary 
possession.  . 

Nearly  at  this  time,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams, 
who  commanded  in  advance,  was  wounded,  and  the 
commanded  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Csune- 
ron  of  the  79th.  The  contest  continued  until  night, 
when  the  British  troops  remained  in  possession  of  the 
entire  village. 

Lord  Wellington,  judging  that  the  71st  and  79th 
regiments,  with  the  2d  battalion  of  the  24th  to  sup- 
port them,  were  sufficient  for  the  defenceof  the  village, 
then  withdrew  the  light  infantry  battalions  and  the 
83d,  for  service  in  another  part  of  his  line. 

The  enemy  attempted  nothing  further  on  the  4th 
than  to  reconnoitre  the  positions  which  the  British 
army  had  occupied  on  tbeDuas  Casas  river ;  and,  dur<* 
ing  that  night,  they  moved  General  Junot's  corps 
from  Almeida  to  the  left  of  the  position  occupied  by 
their  6th  corps,  opposite  to  Fuentes.  Prom  the 
course  of  the  recpnnoisance  of  that  day.  Lord  Wel- 
rington  had  iihagined,    that  the  enemy  would  make 

another 


*  The  detachment  was  commanded  hy  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams, 
of  the  ,60th  regiment,  in  commapd  of  the  light  infantry  battalions  of 
General  Picton's  division,  supported  by  the  fight  infantry  of  General 
Nightingale's  brigade,  the  light  infantry  of  General  Howards  brigade, 
an<l  that  of  the  German  Legion,  together  with  the  second  battalion  f 
he  83d  regiment. 
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another  attempt  to  g-ain  possession  of  Fuente  d'Hq* 
nor^  and  of  the  ground  occapied  by  the  troops  be* 
hind  that  village,  by  crossing  the  Duas  Casas  at  Poya 
Velho  :  he,  therefore,  in  the  evening  moved.  Major* 
6eQei*al  Houston's  division'  to  the  right,  in  ord^r,  if 
possible,  to  protect  that  passage. 

Oa  the  morning  of  the  dth,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  appeared  in  two  colamnni  with  all  the  cavalry, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Duas  Casas 
to  Poya  Velho ;  and  as  two  other  corps  of  the  French 
aLsk)  made  a  movement  to  the  left,  the  light  division, 
which  had  been  brought  back  fv^m  the  vicinity  of 
Almeida^  yi^as  sent,  with  Uie  cavalry  under  Sir  Staple* 
too  Cotton,  to  support  General  Houston'si  division  ; 
whilst  the  1st  and  3d  divisions  of  the  Brijtish  made  a 
i|iove|tn0nt  along  the  riidge  between  the  Turon  and 
Duas  Casas  rivers,  corresponding  to  that  of  the  two 
€orp9:  of  the  enemy. 

,    .  With^an.  enemy^  so  superior  in  numbers,  the  diffi«- 
cnlty  of  defending  so  extended  a  line  as  the.  British 
wera  obliging  to  occupy  must  have  been  very  gr^al ; 
for  bad  they  failed  in  any  one  part  of  it,  or  attempt- 
ed to  concentrate,  they  must  have  been  turned  ;  and» 
.'perhfips  defeated;  it  is  not,  therefore, . too  mueh  to 
'^y»  that  the  prudence  and  prescience  of  Lord  Wel« 
rli^gton,  with  respect  to  every  hoiStile  movement,  and 
the  activity  and  alertness  of  the  troops  in  executing 
bis  counteracting  manoeuvres,  were  more  worthy  of 
admiration  on  this  occasion  thati  even  the  pecsonal 
gallantry  displayed  by  all. 

The  general  action  now  commenced  by  the  8th 
corps  of  the  French  attacking  General  Houstoi^'s 
advanced  guard,  consisting  of  the  85th  regiment  un-* 
der  Major  Mcintosh,  and  of  the  2d  Portugue^  Caga- 
dores  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Nixon.  These  corps 
weri^  shortly  after  obliged  to  retire  ;  but  they  did  it 
in  good  onler,  although  with  some  loss ;  and  the  ene- 
my's corps  being  thus  established  at  Poya  Velho,  they 
availed  thejiis#lves  of    this  advantage^    by  sending 

3  B  2  forward 


404  t^H'E  0**  ^H2  MOST  NOBLB 


Judicious  Britt*>b  niakisuvre. 


forwurd  their  cavalry  to  turn  the  right  of  the  7th  Bri- 
tish division,  between  Poya  Velho,  and  Nave  d' Avar, 
from  which  place  Don  Julian  Sanchez  had  been  ob* 
liged  to  retire. 

This  was  a  most  critical  moment  for  the  British 
army ;  but,  without  hazarding*  fin  observation,  we 
shall  simply  state  the  judicious  movements  which 
checked  its  consequences,  and  turned  the  fortune  of 
the  day. 

The  cavalry  who  had  turned  the  post,  occupied  by 
General  Houston,  immediately  charged  ;  b«rl  their 
advanced  guard  was  ttiet  by  two  or  three  squadrons 

*  of  the  different  regiments  of  the  British  dragoons,  and 
instantlv  driven  back,  leaving  Colonel  I^  Motte  of 
the  18tn  Chasseurs,  and  \^ome  other  prisoners*  At 
the  same  moment  their  main  body  was  cheeked^  and 
obliged  to  retire,  by  the  well  dii'ected  fire  of  Major* 
General  Houston's  division.  During  the  whoJe  ef 
this  business  Lord  Wellington  was  on  the  spot,  and 
afterwards  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Chasseiilrs  Britanniques,  and  of  a  detaebment  of 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick's  light  infantry.      He  saw 

•the  charge  repulsed  ;   he  immediately  con^mitrated 

'  part  of  the  British  force  tovmrds  the  left,  and  moved 

the  ilh   and  light  divisions,  and  the  cavalry,  from 

*  Poya  Velho  towards  l^'uentesd'Honor,  and  the  other 
['iW6  divisions.  To  tlie  prudence  of  Lord  Welling- 
*to6 'in  thus  concentrating  his  line,  we  may  sa^p  that 
^  the  safety  of  the  British  army  Vras  in  a  grefiat*  measure 

pwin^^;  whilst  the  steadiness  of  the  troo|Ss  ptiesented 
•such  a  front    16"  the  enemy,  as  effectually  -  cWcked 

them  from  taking  advanttUge  of  the  moment  tp  vnake 
-an  attack  m  force.  Indeed, •  they /ivl?r«  s^fftctetitly 
-occupied  in  another  pan  of  the-fine;  ^^nd  ihe-«ve«t 
^fSuUy  jntittfied  the  Comtr^ander  in-Chief;   ibi^^hehad 

extended'  His  liiie  tb  the  bccnp^tion  of  Pciytt  Velho 

and  its  vicinity,  in  hopes  that  he  should' b^ -ubte  to 
^inaitttaiif  the  communication  acrjsw  the  Ooa:bv  Sabu- 
^{jfal,  as  Well  as  provide  for'  the  blodjade,  U'tiichob- 

""  ••  •'-*  '-^    '  '^  '     jccts 


MARQUIS  OF  WELLfNarON.  .  405 


Criticiil  eirctrinstances  bf  ttue  British. 


ie<>ts  he^tiow  saw  ^eve  itkcempatihle  with  each  other; 
^ttrf  be^  ttierefore^  abaadpnted  tlrat  which  ivMas  the  teaiit 
imjf^ortafit,  pUicinif*  the  Hg^t  clivisioaiti  reserve,  iti 
the  ^ear^.of  the  kti  of  the  1st  diri3ion  on»  some  bom- 
niatlditi^  ground  beyond  the  Turonv  which  protected 
the  rig'ht  flank  and  rear  of  that  division,  covered  the 
comniunicatior>  with  theCoa,  and-  jprerented  that  of 
the  eneoiy  with.  Almeida^  by  the  roadu  between  the 
Tul^n  and  that  river. 

His  Lordships  himself  Vet^  ca^idly  allowed  in  his 
dispatebe!),  that  the-  cireonnstances  were  very  critical : 
but  Ifee  nioveiBeiits  of  the  Iroops.  were  most  ad  mi* 
rably  conducted  by  Generals  Udtsston,  Craufard, 
and  Cotton;  as  the  7th  division  was  dovered  on  ils 
passage  of  the'  Turon,  by  the  light  divi^on'  under 
General  Craufurd,  whilst  it,  in  its  turn;  vi^as "cq^^red 
by  the  British  cavalry,  in  its  march  to  join  the '  1st 
division  of  the  army. 

The  British  army  now  took  «ip  entirely  a  new  posi« 
tion,  extending  along  the  high  ground  frotti  ^  the 
Turon  to  the  Dufts  Casas^  j  This  disposition  was  most 
admirable;  every  part  Af- the  line  forming  a  mutual 
defence  td^  the  neit,  and  vice  versa.  For  the  7th  di- 
vifiioh,  on  the  left  ofthjB  Tliron,  covered  the  rear  of 
the  right ;  the  1st  division,  in  two  linfe^/vvfere  on  thfe 
right;  Golond  Ash w'orth'p  brigade;  in  t\<^o  lifiies,  in 
th^^entw,  and  theSddivifeion,  iri  two  'lihes,  on  the 
left.  T-he  light  division  tind  Britisli  e^vah^y  were  in 
rcBerve;  and  the  village  of- Fueirtesd'Hotior  on  the 
Ifeft'of  all. 

"  Stich  eonfidenee-dtd  iiOrd  Wellington  now  place 
•ntbiH  new  arrangm^ent,  that  when  Dorii  Julian  San. 
che2*s  infantry  joiried  th6'7th*  division   in  Pfeneda, 

•  .    .      •.  ■       .  ue 


'  '*The  ejtertido^of  th>'  Gn^i^Has  tsrere**tiU  active  and  unceasing: 
^nioiv^t)th>rs  was  Doii  Julian,  c(r*UaFian,'  as  "the"  Spaniards  caU  liini, 
«^ho  iM-Captain-Generj^f'of  6h^  dfstr^ct. '  'tit  has  long  been  the  terror 
^ftlie  Prendi>  irnd  thfe^tni'pe  of  his  owri  countrymen. 
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he  immediately  sent  him  with  his  cavalry  to  eodea- 
Tour  to  interrupt  the  enemy's  communication  with 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  The  enemy  too  were  fully  senmble 
of  the  military  importance  of  tliese  movements ;  for, 
from  this  moment,  all  their  efforts  on  the  right  were 
confined  to  a  canhdnade,  and  to  some  trifling  charges 
of  their  cavalry,  upon  the  advanced  posts. 

In  one  of  these  affairs  a  ver^  serious  repuke  was 
given  to  the  enemy  by  the  ptcquets  of  the  1st  di- 
vision, under  LieutenajDit-Colonel  Hill  of  the  3d  re- 
giment of  guards  ;  but,  as  they  were  afterwards  fall- 
ing back,  they  did  not  see  the  direction  of  another 
in  sufficient  time  to  form  and  oppose  it,  and  Lieute- 
ant-Colonel  Hill  was  taken  prisoner,  and  many  men 
were  wounded,  atid  some  taken,  before,  a  detachment 
of  the  British  cavalry  could  move  up  to  their  support. 

Immediately  after,  the  2d  battalion  of  the  42d  un- 
der Lord  Blayntre  also  repulsed,  a  heavy  charge  of 
the  cavalry  directed  against  them. 

The  enemy  also  made  an  attempt  to  push  a  body  of 
light  infantry  down  the  tuvine  of  the  Turon,  to  the 
right  of  the  1st  division ;  but  this  was  repulsed  by  the 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  under  Lieut^ant-Colonel 
Guise,  assisted  by  five  companies  of  the  9dth  under 
Captain  O'Hara, 

Thus  were  they  completely  checked  upon  the 
right ;  but  their  principal  effort  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  day  ws^  directed  against  Fuentes  d' Honor. 
Here,  however,  although  the  whole  of  their  six  corps 

were 


•  He  had  his  father,  mother,  aid  sister^  murdered  by  the  French ;  aad 
haSf  like  Hanpibal,  sworn  eternal  hatred  to  them,  whether  in  peace  or 
vrar.  After  being  expelled  from  the  patrimony  of  his  ancestors,  it  was 
not  long  before  he  had  an  opportutiity  of  revenging  the  death  of  his  re* 
latives.  Returning  with  his  band  of  Guerillas  from  the  mountains, 
he  found  a  French  colonel,  who  hs^d  been  a  great  aggressor  in  that 
part  of  the  country ;  and,  upbraiding  him  for  hr^  ni^mberle^  crqelties, 
told  him  that  he  was  Don  Julian,  who  bad  now  the  satisfaction  of  put* 
ting  a  stop  to  his  villanies,  and  sending  him  to  another  tribunal  to  ac- 
count for  them.  This  was  in  the  same  bouse  in  whic^i^^  father  was 
murdered. 
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were  at  different  periods  of  the  day  employed  to  attack 
it,  they  could  pever  gain  more  than  a  temporary  pos- 
session of  it*  It  was  defended  by  the  24th,  Tlst,  and 
79th  r^ments,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cameron,  supported  by  some  light  infantry 
battalions,  the  piequets  of  the  3d  division,  and  the 
Portogues^corps.  Here  again,  as  in  the  preceding 
attack  on  a  former  day,  the  commanding  officer  wais 
wounded,  when  the  defence  devolved  upon  the  Hon. 
Lieutenant- Colon  el  Cadogan,  who. had  distinguished 
himself  so  nobly  by  charging  ajt  th^  bead  of  uie  71st 
regiment,  pn  the  preceding  day. 

The  troops  defending  Fuenies  were  besides  sup- 
ported, when  pressed  by  the  enemy,  by  the  74th  and 
88th  ;  and  on  one  of  these  occasions^  jkhe  8Sth,  with 
ttie  7 1st  and  79th,  under  tjbe  con^Qiand  pf  Colonel 
Mackinnon,  charged  the  enemy,  and.d]?oye  them., 
thrpogh  the  village^  :      * 

In  this  quarter  the  epntest  lasted  Jtill  pight, .  when  - 
the  British  troops  were  in  full  possession  of  the  vil- 
lage J  after  which  the  eneipny,  comjxletely  repulsed  on 
all  sides,  attempted  no  farther  attacks  upon  the  Bri- 
tish position.  So  signal  was  their  defea]t„  for  defeat 
it  certainly  was,  that  in  the  course  of  the  night  of  the 
9th  they  commenced  a  retrograde  movement  from  - 
their  position  at  Duas  Casas ;  and,  at  day^light  in  the 
morjiing  of  the  Sth^  the  whole  French  army  was  in 
motion. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs,  however,  that  Lord  < 
Wellington  could  not  immediately  decide  whether 
this  movement  was  preparatory  to  some  fresh  attempt 
to  raise  the  blockade  of  Almeida,  which  the  British 
force  still  kept  up,  or  one  of  decided  retreat ;  but  such 
was  his  confidence  in  bis  gallant  few,  that  he  had 
evBXf  reason  to  hope  that  he  would  not  succeed  in  the 
finrt,  and  would  therefore  be  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  last.  It  was  indeed  impossible  for  hinl  to 
adopt  any  absolutely  offensive  measures  against  them 
in  this  movement :  for  their  superiority  in  cavalry  was 
5  very 
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very  great,  owing  to  the  tv^iik  state  of  the  English 
hon^eB  froikvye^ent  ftitigue  fifid  (Scarcity  of  it^rage  ;  he 
jodged,  therefore,/that  the  vesjolt'of  a  genera)  actioft 
brought  on  by  on  attack  of  itii  enetn^f  by  the  Brilli.4h 
army  might,  under  th.^e  d^urfl^iMices^  flare  been 
doobtfol;  and  if  the  enemy  4n)^  chosen  to  ^avoi^  it, 
or  if  they  bad  mdt*  it^  tbey  wonh),  in  eilbei*  ease,-  hare 
taken  stdvantag^of  the  concentration  of 'the  Brttisb- 
army  for  the  fKfspfose  of  ftghtiog  the  action;  to  throw 
relief  UuoAlmdi<lii.  •     :    . 

Iti  the  whole  of  this  bOi^tless  atPnentes  the  actions 
were  partial ;  yet,  from  i\\0  g^eat  nnmerical  supe^ 
Tiortty  of  the  enemy,  tiie  British  \ohh  was  Very 
great.*  •  •   ■'■  '  .  •  -;•  ;'•     •      ' 

No  o0tcersf'of  rianfk  were  eitHer  killed  or  wounded," 
h^^ever;  exc^(H  thos^' m'^ntibn^d  in  the  coOrseof  the. 
narrative  ;= and  the  whole  numerical  loss  of  the  Britrsfa 
and  Portuguese  during  the  several  nttacks,  amounted 
to  19ft  kiUedy  1030  woilmded,  and  291  missing. 

The  evident  sOperiority  of  the  British  now  ini  the. 
I^ninSuVa,  though  oi'it  numbered,  may  be  drawn  froai 
th^ fact' that,  at  thisvery  period,  SlrWiiliam  Beresford 
wa^  ehaUed  to  invest  Badajoss  on  the  left  side  of  the 
C^diana,  and  to  began  to  coHect  stores  for  the  at- 
tack of  that  place  j  and  furtiier  by  the  ciredmstances 
of  the  eriemy,  under  Massena,  having  retired  on  the' 
Sih  to  the  woods,  between  Espega,  Gal  legos,  and 
Fnentes  d'Honor,  in  which  position  their  whole  army 
was  concentrated  on  the  following  day,  when,  on  the 
evehiug  of  the  9th,   the  whole. broke  up  and  retired 

across 


•  The  city  of  Xonclon  ofi  tlie  9ll>  of  May  nol  only  voted  thanks  to 
l^rd  Weiltirgton^  and  the  gallant  army  under  his  command  !  butaisa 
agreed  to  preseni  Ktm  vitb  an  etegant  sword  vaJue  200  guineas.  Some 
ot>jections  were  indeed  made  to  Ihis  measure,  liut  it  was  at  length 
finally  carried  in  spite  of  all  invkluous  opposition. 

Thanks  also  were  voted  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and 
every  denwnstration  of  pvblic  joy  and  put)lic  honors  manifestedi  at 
sfttntreU'ard  for  soch  a  long  serious  of  heraic  gallaQtrj'. 
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across  tbe  Aza?a,  covering  their  retreat  by  their  nu- 
merous cavalry,  and  cros3ing  the  Agueda  on  the  20th^ 
thereby  leaving  Almeida  to  iU  fate. 

As  a  proof  of  the  consequences  of  his  victory^  I^ord 
Wellington  iiimaediately  establishdd  his  advanced  pest 
upon  tbe  Azava  and  on  tbe  Lower  Agoeda»  Whilst  th# 
main  body  of  his  army  were  put  into  cantonments  oa 
the  Duas  Casas.* 

18.  3  F  Oft 

*  '      ■  ■    -  •     ■'  -    -  -  ■  ^ — — -  -     -  —  -    -  '    ?    I       ' '    I 

\ 

"*  Almeida  5vas  now  left  to  the  attacks  of  the  allied  anny  $  it  was  in* 

deed  not  tenable  against  a  regular  siege,  but  a  very  well  conducted 

manceuvre  on  the  part  of  its  small  garrison  deserves  notice ;  for  on  tbe 

10th  in  the  evening,  the  6th  division  having  resumed   the  blockade, 

Major-General  Sir  William  Erskine  was  ordered  to  send  a  battalion  to 

Barba  del  Puerco  to  guard  the  bridge  there,  wfatch  had  lifeen  previously 

ordered  on  that  service ;  but  about  one  in  the  looming  of  the  1  Ith,  the 

garrison  blew  up  some  mines  which  they  had  constructed  in  the  works, 

and  immediately  attacked  the  ptcquets  by  which  they  were  observed, 

atid  fbrced  their  way  through  them.     They   fired  but  little,  and  they 

appeared  to  hare  marched  between  the  bodies  of  troops  posted  to  sup- 

po|t  the  picquets;  and  in  particular  could  not  have  passed  far  from  the 

rigfaiof  the  Queen's  regiment.  * 

Upon  the  first  alarm,  Brigadfer^.General  Pack,  who  was  at  Malapar* 
tida,  joined  the  picquets,  and  continued  to  follow  and  fire  upon  the 
retiring  garrison,  as  a  guide  for  the  bodies  of  troops  posted  to  support 
the  picquets  in  the  blockade  ;  whilst  Mapr^General  CampbeU  march*. 
ed  irom  Malapartida  with  a  part  of  the  isl  battalion  of  tbe  36th.  But 
the  garrison  continued  their  march  in  a  so|id  compact  body  without 
firing,  and  were  well  guided  between  the  positions  occupied  by  the 
Britiyh  troops. 

It  happened  unfortunately,  too,  ^hat  the  4th  regiment,  which  was  op» 
dered  to  occupy  Barba  del  Puerco,  missed  the  road,  and  did  not  ar* 
rive  there  until  the  fugitives  had  reached  the  place  and,-  commenced 
the  passage  of  the  bridge.  At  this  moment,  however,  fresh  troop 
came  up,  who  had  followed  the  firing ;  and  the  enemy  suffered  a  con? 
alderable  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners ;  but  the  plan  had  beea 
90  well  concerted,  that  pUrt  of  the  $d  corps  of  the  enemy,  which  were 
in  St.  Felices^  formed  upon  the  river,  to  protect  their  passage  as  soon  as 
they  heard  the  firing,,  and  some  of  our  troops  who  had  crossed  the  rivejr 
were  obliged  to  retire  with  loss. 

It  appears  that  this  plan  had  been  some  time  in  agitat|on  ;  as,  for  se* 
Teral  nights  before,  the  garrison  had  repeatedly  fired  can honiq  the 
nrg:bt,  and  had  made  several  feigned  sorties  to  produce  a  fire  of  mus^ 
qyetry,  so  that  when  this  retreat  actually  took  place,  great  part  of  th;^ 
British  troops  considered  it  as  nothing  more  than  a  series  of  tlie  same 
pmccftdio^^f. 


^itb  ;  ^^^^  OF  the'  most  noble 


Siege  of  B4dajoH  raised. 


On  the  m^t  of  Hhe  V5th  of  May  Lord  Wdling- 
ton  peceiired  dispatcher  from  Sir  William  Beresfordv 
informing  him  that  Marshal  SooUhad  broken  up 
titoiii  SeivilUi  add  had  advanced  towards  Estrema-  - 
d^a,  notMrithstanding  the  reports  which  had  been 
fednstrioQ^y  spread  that  he  was  busily  occupied  iti 
strengthening  Seville,  and  that  all  his  measures  indi^ 
cated  an  intention  to  remain  on  the  defensive  in  An- 
dalusia. 

Without  a  moment's  delay,  bis  Lordship  set  out.  on 
the  following  morning  for  Villa  Fermosa,  and  arrived 
at  Elvason  the  19th,  vHien  he  found  that  Sir  William 
Beresford,  in  consequence  of  Soulfs  advance,  had 
iraised  the  siege  of  Badajoz,  but  without  the  loss  of 
ordnance,  or  stores  of  any  description,  and  had  formed 
a  junction  with  the  Spanish  Generals  Castanos  and 
Blake  at  Albuera  on  the  15th.^ 

Towardis 


*  After  tl»e  battle  of  Almeida  Lord  Wellington  rode  to  EItsm,  bot 
arrived  the  morning  after  the  affaiF^atBadajoz.  His  wish  was  so  great 
\<b  be  present,  that  he  killed  three  hordes  in  the  journey,  which  be  per- 
formed m  three  days.  On  bis  arrival  at  a  river,  he  found  a  bridge, 
which  lie  had  ordered  to  be  constructed,  not  ready;<^nd  l>e  swam  his 
liorse  across  ;  the  stream  was  very  rapid,  and  the  two  dragoons  who  fol- 
lowed him  were  drowned*  His  Lordship  was  saved  by  the  superior 
Mrength  of  his  horse.  -^ 

On  the  16th  of  May,  three  days  previous  to  his  Lordship*^  arrival  at 
£lvas,  every  measure  was  taken  to  receive  the  enemy  under  Soult,  who 
had  appeared  in  front  on  the  preceeding  evening;  and  the  whole  allied 
Ibrce  was  formed  in  two  lines,  nearly  parallel  to  the  river  Albuera,  on 
tke  ridge  of  the  gradual  ascent  rising  from  that  river,<and  coveribg  the 
loads  to  Badajoz  and  Valverde,** 

The  enemy,  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  did  not  long  delay  his  at* 
fack;.  at  eight  o'cloek  he  was  obserted  to  be  in  movement^  and  his 

cavalrjf 

**  General  Blake's  corps  was  on  the  rightln  two  Hnes  ;  its  I^eft  on  the 
Talverde  road  joined  the  right  of  Major«General  the  Hon.  William 
Stewart's  division,  the  left  of  which  reached  the  Badajoz  road ;  where 
•ommenced  the  right  of  Major-General  Hamilton's  division,  which 
closed  the  left  of  the  line.  General  Cole's  division,  with  one  brigade 
of  Geheral  Hamilton's  j  formed  the  second  Jlue:  of  the  arrangement  (rf 
the  British  and  Portuguoie  artnj.  *  '  ^      • 
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Towards  the  latter  end  pf  May,  the  Pritisli  army 
having^  assembled  at  Campo  Mayor,  Lord  WelKng^-^ 

3^2  toti' 


cavalry  was  seen  passing  tb$  rivqlet  of  Albuera  CorKid^rably  ai^ovel^^ 
right  of  the  allies,  and  shortly. after  h«. marched  out  oif  the  opposite. 
wood'a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  and  two  heavy  columns  of.  in  faa  Cry, 
point  them  to  the  front  of  th^  line,  as  if  to.  at  tack  the  yiliage  a94« 
bridge  of  Albuera  ;  daring  thistime,  under  cover  of  his"  vastly  superipr 
cavalry,  he  was  filing  the  principal  body  of  his  infantry  over  the  river ' 
beyond  the  right,  and  it  was  not  long  before  his  intention  appeared  Ukt 
be  ta  turn  the  allies  by  that  flank,  and  cut  them  off  from  Valverde,  i 
Major-General  Cole's  division  was  therefore  ordered  to  form  an  obliotfa^j 
line  to  the  rear  of  the  right,  with  his  o^n  right  thrown  back^  andjlif  t 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  on  the  right  becoming  now  evident,  i 
Marsha]  Bercsford  requested  General  Blake  to  form  part  of  his  first  liq^  , 
ajnd  all  bis  secoad  to  that  fronts  which  was  done. 
-  Sottlt  commenced  the  attack  at  nine  o'clock^  not  ceasing  at  the  saipj^-^ 
tinie  to  menace  the  left }  and«  after  a  strong  and  gallant  resistance  o^ 
the  Spanish  troops,  he  gained  the  heights  upon  which  they  had  be^n 
formed.    At  this  critical  moment,  the  divisions  of  Generals  Stewart  and  ' 
Hamilton  were  brought  up  to  the  left  of  the  Spanish  line,  and.  formed  in  7 
contiguous  close  columns  of  battalions^  so  as  to  be  moveable  in  a.ny  di*> 
rection,  whilst  the  Portuguese  cavalry  under  General  Otway  remalnet^. 
at  some  distance  on  the  left,  to  check  any  attempt  of  the  efiemy  below  • 
the  village.  . 

As  the  heights  the  enemy  had  gained  raked aad  entirely  command- 
ed the  whole  allied  position  it  became  necessary  to  make  erery  e^brt 
to  retake  and  maintain  them  ;  and  a  noble  one  v^as  made  by  the  divi- 
sion of  General  Stewart,  beaded  by  that  gallant  qfficer.  ^ 

Nearly  at  the  beginingof  the  enemy's  attack,  a  heavy  slorm  ol 
rain  came  on^  whiQh,  with  the  ^inoke  of  the  firing^  rendered  it  impose 
sible  to  discern  any  thing  distinctly.  This,  with  the  nature  of  th^ 
ground,  had  been  e^ttremely  favourable  to  the  ei^uemy,  in  fgrming  \V\% 
columns,  and  in  his  subsequent  attack.  These,  circumstances,  too^ . 
operated  very  iinforiunately  at  this  moment,  when  the  right  brigade 
of  General  Stewirt's  division,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cofbourne, 
first  came  into  action,  and  behaved  in  the  most  gallapt  manner,  and 
finding  that  the  eneroy^s  column  couTd  not  be  shaken  by  their  fire 
proceeded  to  attack  it  with  the  bayonet;  but,  while  in  the  act  of 
charging  a  body  of  Polish  lancers,  (cavalry,),  which  the  obscurity  of 
the  atmosphere,  an«l  the  nature  of  the  ground,  had  concealed  (and 
which  was,  besides,  mistaken  by  those  of  the  brigade  when  disco, 
vered  for  Spanish  cavalry,  and  therefore  not  fired  upon,)  turned  the 
brigade,  which,  being  thus  attacked  unexpectedly  in  the  rear,  was  uii* 
fortunately  broken,  and  suffered  immensely.  The  3 1st  regiment,  being 
ti?e  le<t  ofie  of  tj^e  brigade,  alone  escaped  this  cliarge :  and  imder  the 

Command  ■• 
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Anecdotes  of  the  battle. 


ton  wued  ordep  for  the  close  investment  of  Badajo?; 
qn  |he  right  bank  of  the  ipuadiana,  in  addition  to  the 

former 


fTommand  of  Major  UEstrangf,  kept  its  ground  until  the  arrival  of  the 
3d  brigade  under  Major-General  Houghton.  The  conduct  of  this  brir 
gade  was  most  conspicuously  gallant,  the  brave  Major-Generai  failings 
pierced  by  wounds,  whilst  cheering  his  men  to  the  charge. <^ 

Though  the  enemy's  principal  attack  was  on  the  point  of  the  rights 
ht  also  made  a  continual  attempt  upon  that  part  of  the  original  front 
towards  the  village  and  bridge,  which  were  defended  in  the  most  gal- 
lant manner  by  Major-General  Baron  Alten,  and  the  light  infantry 
bHgade  of  the  German  Legion,  whose  conduct  was  remarkably  steady 
throughout.  This  pdnt  now  formed  the  left  of  the  allied  army>  and 
General  Hamilton's  division  had  been  brought  up  there,  he  bein^  left 
to  direct  its  defence* 

When  the  infantry  attempted  to  force  the  allied  li^ne,  the  enemy's 
^valry  also  endeavoured  to  turn  it ;  but  his  endeavours  were  com- 
JHeteljr  out  mancBuvred  by  the  allied  cavalry,  though  much  inferior  in 
number,  directed  by  the  Hon.  Major-General  Lumley. 

At  this  moment,  the  fortune  of  the  day,  if  not  turned,  was  at  least 
wonderfully  aided  by  a  most  judicious  movement  of  Major-General 
Cole,  who  brought  up  his  left,  marching  in  line  to  attack  the  left  of  the 
enemy,  and  arrived  most  opportunely  to  contribute,  with  the  cbar^gog 
of  the  brigades  of  General^  Stewart's  division  to  force  the  enemy  to 
abandon  his  situation  on  the  heights,  and  retire  precipitately,  and  t«t 
take  refuge  under  his  reserve. 

The 

*  P"*"!"?  *^c  hottest  of  the  action,  an  officer,  Ensign  Thomson,  wa« 
calle'd  on  to  surreiider  the  colours  he  held';  but  he  declared  b€  would 
give  them  iip  only  with  his  life,  and  he  fell  a  victim  to  bis  bravery. 
Another  officer,  Ehsign  Welch,  had  the  colour-staflf  he  held  broken  by 
a  cannon-ball,  and  was  also  severely  wounded,  having  fallen  pn  the 
field  ;  he  tore  the  colours  from  the  staflT,  and  thrust  them  into  his  bosoni 
where  they  were  found  after  his  death. 

Sir  William  Bere^ford  was  also  attacked  by  one  of  the  Polish  cavalry^ 
whoii)  he  dismounted,  with  the  intention  of  preserving  his  life ;  but 
the  man,  persisting  in  his  first  design,  ^as  at  length  killed  by  a 
dragoon. 

When  these  Polish  lancers  make  a  charge,  a  red  flag  is  suspended  at 
the  end  of  every  lance,  and  that  flag  is  so  carried  by  the  rider  as  to  pre* 
vent  the  horse  from  seeing  any  other  object.  These  red  flags,  during 
the  action,  terrified  the  British  horses,  arid  rendered  every  effort  impt^or 
ticable  to  make  tben^  meet  the  cliarge. 

The  Polish  lancers  committed  great  cruelties  upon  our  wounded, 
pitting  several  of  them  to  death ;  but  they  were  themselves  overtake^ 
during  the  retreat  by  the  3d  and  14th  dragoons^  who  killed  and  cot 
down  a  considerable  number  of  them.  «' 
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former  investment  by  Sir  William  Biere&ford  on  the 
left  bank,  iand  determined  to  re- commence  the  opera-* 

tipns 


The  retreating  corps  of  the  assailants  were  pursued  by  the  allies  tQ 
a  considerable  distance  ;  and,  indeed,  as  far  as  Sir  WiUiam  Beresford, 
thought  it  prudent,  coDsideriog  the  vast  superiority  of  cavalry  which 
tbeeneray  possessed  ;  he  therefore,  contended  himself  with  seeing  them 
driven  across  the  Albuera.  Though  beaten  in  his  main  attack,  Soult 
still  cpnlJnued  that  near  the  village  ;  on  that  side,  however,  he  was 
never  able  to  niake  the  slightest  impression,  nor  even  to  cross  the  rivu- 
let, although  a  great  proportion  of  the  troops  had  been  drawn  away  tp 
support  the  point  of  the  main  attack  ;  but,  when  defeated  in  this  latter 
quarter,  his  attempts  on  the  left  ceased  also. 

Of  this  brilliant  business,  General  Beresford  observed,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  enumerate  every  instance  of  discipline  and  valour  shewn 
on  this  Sjeverely  contested  day  ;  but  never  were  troops  that  more  vali* 
antly  or  more  gloriously  maintained  the  honour  of  their  respective 
countries.  Of  the  Spanish  trdops,  the  behaviour  was  most  gallant  and 
honourable  :  and,  though  from  the  superior  number  and  weight  of  the 
enemy's  force,  that  part  of  them  that  wer9  in  the  position  attacked  were 
obliged  to  cede  the  ground^  yet  it  was  after  a  gallant  resistance,  and 
they  continued  in  good  order  to  support  their  allies. 

The  action  itself  coirimenced,  as  has  been  stated,  at  nine  o'clock,  and 
continued  jvithout  interruption  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy  betog driven  over  the  Albuera,  there  was  nothing  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  but  skirmishing  and  cannonading.  The  French., 
i^ft  on  the  field  of  battle  about  two  thousand  djead,  and  lost  about  one 
ithousand  prisoners;  besides  6ve  generals  killed  and  wounded  ;  thej 
having  Commenced  the  action  with  about  twenty-two  thousand  infantry- 
four  thousand  cavalry,  and  a  nqmerons  and  -heavy  artillery. 

The  general  total  of  the  Bxitish  on  this  day  aipoqnted  to  870  killed,^ 
S7S3  wounded,  and  554  missing,  great  part  of  whom  afterwards  return- 
ed ;  whilst  that  of  the  Portuguese  was  104  killed,  202  wounded,  and 
about  30  missing. 

The  only  officers  of  high  rank  of  the  British  killed  were  M^jor-Gene* 
talHoughton,  and  Lieutenapi- Colonels  l^ir  yfiWhm  Myers,^  pf  the 

7th  regiment, 

*;  Sir  William  Myers,  the  gallant  young  hero  we  have  thus  to  la- 
ment, was  the  only  son  of  the  late  lieutetiant-General  of  that  niame* 
Though  presenting  the  highest  classical  promise  at  Winchester  College; 
to  prominent,  indeed,  as  to  induce  the  learned  and  amiable  Dr.  God* 
dard  to  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  detach  him  from  military  pur- 
fuits ;  yet  his  youthful  ardour  was  not  to  be  repressed,  (he  already 
held  a  commission  in  the  half-pay,)  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  fSOO, 
Vtt  solicitations  were  attended  to,  and  he  exchanged  from  half-pay  into 

8  the 
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t^s  of  the  siege.      It  was  accordingly  invested  on 
the  2dth  pf  May,  and  ground  broken  on  the  night  of 

the 


irth  regiment,  and  Duckworth,*  (Ibe  former  dying  of  his  woimds,)  but 
the  number  of  wounded  were  rery  great,  amongst  whom  were  the  two 
Generals  Cole  and  Stewart ;  besides  Lieutenant-Colonels  Biakeney^ 
"Wbite,  Inglis,  and  many  other  gallant  officers. 

After  the  battle  the  enemy  retired  to  the  ground  he  had  been  for* 
merly  on  ;  but  so  much  afraid  of  an  attack  as  to  occupy  it  in  position  ; 
and  during  the  night  he  thought  proper  to  retreat  by  the  road  he,  came! 
towards  Seville,  leaving  Badajoz  to  its  fate,  and  a  number  of  wounded 
to  the  humanity  of  the  conquerors,  who  administered  to  them  every 
tissistance  in  their  power. 

On 


the  Coldstream  goards,  embarking  with  them  for  the  memorable  plans^ 
of  Egypt. 

Here,  even  on  the  first  landing,  he  fell  wounded  by  a  musqoet  sbot 
in  the  knee  !  On  a  friend's  inquiring  anxiously;  if  he  was  hurt?^tbe 
gallant  boy  smiled,  said  it  was  nothing-»fainted-— and  was  carried  o£f 
the  field. 

In  1.802  he  was  Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  then  completed  his  military 
education  at  Wycombe  ;  and  being  appointed  in  1^4  to  the  command 
of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  7th,  or  royal  fuzili^rs^  then  oaly  a  regiment 
of  recruits,  from  that  moment  all  the  energies  of  bis  mind  were  •ccih 
pied  in  fitting  them  for  service;  and  to  his  unceasing' exertion  and 
exemplary  military  zeal  may  in  a  great  measure  be  attributed  the  high 
character  for  conduct  and  dicipline,  which  this  corps  has  since  ob« 
taine'd. 

High  in  spirit,  with  all  the  enterprising  hope  of  youth,  with  all  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  character  directed  towards  miflitary  fame,  he  wen 
urith  his  gallant  regiment  to  Portugal,  and  there  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
became  the  model  of  his  imitation  ;  and, young  as  he  was,  he  was  soon 
entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  brigade.  At  Talavera  his  conduct 
¥ras  highly  exemplary.  The  brigadt^  which  he  commanded  wa^  plac-? 
ed  on  the  right  of  the  line,  and  against  him  Sebastian!  directed  his  at- 
tack, when  the  fuzileers,  assailed  in  front  and  flank  by  three  times 
their  force,  boldly  charged  in  front,  drove  the  French  before  them, 
and  500  men  took  ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

Peace  to  his  gallant  shade  ! 

*  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duckworth,  who  fell  so  gallantly  in  the  action 
-was  of  the  first  battalion  of  48th  foot>  and  soon  to  the  gallant  Admi- 
ral Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth. 

He  was  only  25  years  of  age,  and  married  at  a  very  early  age  Miss 
Fan«hawe,  daughter  of  Commissioner  Fanshawe,  of  Plymouth  DockT 
yard.  On  the  day  the  afflicting  news  of  his  fall  readied  Pivmo^t]^4 
their  only  son,  of  four  years  old,  lay  dead  I 
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the  29lfa,  the  ordnance  and  stores  for  the  siege  having 
then  been  brought  up. 

Ift 


On  the  part  of  the  allies,  though  their  loss  was  severe,*  yet  it  was 
una  void  able,  and  they  coinpletdy  reaped  the  advantage  which  they 
expected  by  their  op  posittcui  to  the  attempt  of  the  enemy,  who,  whlist 
forced  to  .abandon  the  object  for  which  he  had  almost  stripped  Anda* 
lusiaof  troops,  iustead  of  having  accomplished  the  haughty  boats 
vith  which  he  harangued  his  troops  on  leaving  Seville,  had  nothing 
left  but  to  return  to  that  city  with  a  ditiainished  army,  and  with  a  de» 
creasing  reputation* 

Qy  subsequent  accounts,  intercepted  letters  from  General  Gazai^ 
who  was  left  to  conduct  the  retreat  of  such  of  the  wounded  as  could 

march, 

*  The  British  in  the  battle  scarcely  amounted  to  eight  tbousand— > 

the  Portuguese  to  seven  thousand — the  Spaniards  from  ten  to  eleven 

thousand— making  in  the  whole  about  twenty-six  thousand  men,  whilst 

he  French  were  not  only  superior  in  cavalry  and  artillery,  but  had 

:}0,000  men  in  the  field. 

-  When  the  French  drove  (he  Spaniards,,  at  the  commencement  of  tfa« 
action,  from  the  heijght  on  the  right,  there  was  a  shout  of  triumph, 
which  was  heard  from  one  end  of  tlie  line  to  the  other.  The 
Spaniards,  although  driven  from  the  height,  rallied  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  hill,  turned  upon  the  enemy,  and  most  gallantly  checked 
their  career.  No  action  in  which  the  Spaniards  have  been  engag-> 
ed  proves  more  clearly  than  that  of  Albuera  ftow  greatly  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  they  are  not  taught  to  manoeuvre  by  oHScers  of  more  ex-* 
perience  in.tbeartof  war  than  their  own,  ^  To  a  man,  they  evincecf 
Che  most  signal  courage  ;  but  owing  to  th^ir  want  of  improvements  in 
discipline,  is  is  difficult  and  hazardous,  lest  they  should  be. thrown  into 
confusion,  to  move  them  from  the  position  which  they  havt  first  oc« 
<H)pied. 

**  The  immense  loss  sustained  by  the  French  chiefly  took  place 
when  the  allies  regained  the  height  from  which  the  Spaniards  had  pre** 
viously  been  driven.  In  forcing  the  enemy  in(o  the  low  grounds  to- 
wards the  rivulet,  the  carnage  caused  by  our  niusquetry  and  the  Sbrap* 
nell  shells  was  immense-* whole  ranks  of  the  enemy  were  mowed 
down ;  and,  had  we  possessed  any  thing  like  an  equality  of  cavalry,  the 
greater  part  of  the  French  army  must  have  been  taken  or  destroyed. 
It  is  due  to  the  enemy  to  stale  that  in  the  attack,  during  the  whole 
battle,  and  in  the  retreat,  they  manifested  great  skill  and  signal 
cojjrage. 

'*  When  they  were  at  last  aware  that  the  battle  was  irretrievably  lost, 
they  protectecl  their  infantry  by  their  cavalry  and  artillery  ;  and  hav- 
ing recovered  from  the  confusion  into  which  they  were  thrown  whea 
flying  from  the  height,  they  retreated  in  good  order,  and  formed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  rivulet."  Journal  of  an  OJlcer. 
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Siege  of  Bodajoi* 


In  the  early  part  of  June,  the  operations  were  car- 
ried on  with  vig'our,  so  that  by  the  6th  of  that  month 
two  breaches  had  been  made,  but  neither  of  tbem 
practicable  for  an  assault. 

On  the  6th,  the  fire  from  the  outwork  of  St.  Chris.** 
toval  being  considered  as  likely  to  impede  the  pro*^ 
gress  of  the  sieg^.  Lord  Wellingrton  directed  that  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  carry  it  by  storm  that 
night.  Major-General  Houstoun,  wlio  conducted 
the  operation  on  the  right  of  the  Gnadiana,  accord- 
ingly ordered  a  detachment  under  Major  Macintosh 
of  the  85th  regiment,  to  proceed  on  that  service.  The 
troops  advanced  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musquetry 
and  hand  grenades  from  the  outwork,  and  of  shot  and 

shells 


march  amcraniiDg  to  four  thousand,  it  appeared  that  the  sum  total  of 
the  enem^r's  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was  not  less  than 
sine  thousand  men. 

*  On  the  2Sth  of  May  a  most  brilliant  affair  took  place  between  the 
advance  cavalry  of  the  British  and  the  French  rear-guard,  Major- 
General  Jjamley  who  commanded  in  advance,  having  driven  the 
eneniy'a  rear-guard  from  Usagre,  occupied  that  post  on  the  night  of 
the  !24tb,  placing  some  Spanish  troops  in  front  of  the  town,  and  the 
British  and  Portuguese  cavalry  in  its  rear  with  four  si%-pounders. 

On  the  rooming  of  the  25ih,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ad- 
'  vanced  with  five  or  six  heavy  guns  ;  and,  upon  the  opening  of  their  first 
gun,  the  advanced  line  was  ordered  to  retire,  which  they  did  slowly^ 
in  excellent  order,  arid  without  loss ;  the  Spanish  troop^  filing  on  thq 
main  road,  through  the  town  which  had  been  left  open  for  them. 
Whilst  a  mutual  cannonade  was  kept  up  on  the  heights  opposite  to 
each  other,  ihe  enemy  committed  a  most  daring  attempt,  or  rather  an 
error,  for  which  they  were  severely  punished.  In  spite  of  two  of  the 
British  guns,  which  bore  directly  for  a  few  paces  on  the  road,  three  of 
their  chosen  regiments  of  cavalry  dashed  rapidly  through  the  town, 
and  formed  on  the  flank  of  the  3d  dragoon  guards,  which  corps,  being 
concealed  by  a  small  hill,  they  did  not  see,  and  in  front  of  the  4th 
dragoons,  themselves  presented  two  fronts.  A  pharge  of  the  3r^ 
dragoon  guards  was  at  this  moment  ordered  on  the  right,  and  a  simul* 
taneous  movement  of  the  4th  dragoons,  at  the  same  mon)ent  on  the  left 
decided  the  point.  The  enemy  wavered,  before  the  British  cavalrj 
reacht;d  them,  and  almost  at  the  same  instant  they  were  overturned 
and  apparently  annihilated  ;  the  cpntest  being  almost  bloodless  on  the 
part  of  the  British. 
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,  shells  from  the  to>k/^nd,  Withthe  o«d[^t1t)t«*epidi|tyv  aftd 
tl^  fees*  brdfer  tt)'^h€fbdttotti'of  the^  breach,:  the  tfd- 
Tartced  guard  beitf^  lied  by  EilsJgn  Dyas,  of  the  fi  1st 
^egittient,  wbo'TolUnteered  t6  peHbnjQ  that  duty  5  but 
they  found  that  the  ebeUiy  had  de^red  the  rubbish 
froni  the  bottom  of  the  escarpe ;  and,  notwithstanding' 
that  they  were  provided  with  ladders,  it  was  impossi- 
ble tb  mount  it, '  and  they  retired  with  loss.  After 
three  days'  continual  cannonade,  the  breach  in  the  wall 
of  St.  Christoval  again  appearing  practicable,  his 
Lordship  directed  that  a  second  attempt  should  be 
made  on  the  night  of  thedth,  and  another  detachment 
was  ordered  for  the  service  under  the  command  of 
Major  M*6eachy,  of  the  17th  Portuguese  regiment 
when  Ensign  Dyas  again  volunteered  to  lead  the  ad*- 
Vance  ;  but,  on  advancing  at  nine  «t  night,  they  met 
with  the  same  opposition  as  before,  and  on  their  arrival 
at  the  foot  of  the  breach,  found  th^t  the  rubbish  had 
been  at  second  titne  <3ompletely  cleared  away>  Major 
M*€rreachy  wa^  killed,  and  se^reral  of  the  other  officer^ 
felt  ;  yet  the- ¥rt)Op<»  iAtill  maintaitied  their  position^ 
although  to  iteoilitit  Was  imprncticable,  until  Ma- 
JbfwOeneriil  "Hbustott  serit  orders  'for  them  'to  re* 
tire. 

Lord  Wellington  must  have  been  doubtless  ^ha- 
gained  bytheile  ditrappointments,  fCA*  lie  bad  expected 
to  reduce  the  place^  bdfdre'>the  latter  end  of  June; 
and  he  was  naturally  anxious  to  accomplish  it  by  that 
time,  as  he>  then  expected  that  Marshal  Soult  would 
receive'such  reinforcements  as  would  enable  hi|;ii  to 
make  thovements  against  the  bessieging  army. 
'  His  Lordship  now  found  that  the  necessary  works 
to  ensure  the  capture  of  that  place^  Would  require  a  la- 
bour t>f  several  days  to  complete ;  and,  on  the  mining 
€if  the  lOtb,  he  received  accounts  that  Soult  was  then 
in  fu4l  forc^  having  received  ooasideraWe  reinforce- 
ments even  at^ihat  early  period.  He  also  received 
accounts  which  left  no  doubt df  the  destination  6f  the 
French  army  to  the  southward,  and  that  there  arrival 
18«  3  G  wdji 
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^^«  expected  i^.Meriili^  on  tlw  15tfc{  b^i  therefore* 
faond  it  oecesii^y  to  onJ^r  tbe^  Mego.,to,  bia.rat^,  a^ 
he:lia4  oot.a  8uiS(:i^Bt  force  to  ci^rry  on  its  operations 
and  at  the  same  time  to  watch  the  movi^oieoU  of  an 
overwheloiing  ^rmy ;  though  he  sliiU  determiaed  to 
maintain  the  hlQck^de. 

About  the  middle  of  Jonei  the. French  army  had 
advanced  towards  Badajoz ;  bat  even  then  they  began 
to  feel  the  effecta  of  bringing  together  their  whol^ 
force,  as  even  at  that  early  period  they  were  straitened 
forprdvisionsy  and  kept  much  in  check  by,  the  p9^ipni{ 
of  the  alliesi. 

As  it  was  now  deemed  of  gr^at  importance  to  draw 
off  the  pressure  and  attack  of  the  French  armies  from 
the  Spanish  troopSf  Lord  Wellington  having  returned 
about  September  to  the  nortJbiern  frontier  of  Portugal 
made  an  advance  with  his  army  for  the  purpose,  of 
thceatening  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 

By.  tbi^  manaMi.vre  he  expeotsd  optionly  to  ref^eve 
the  various  Spanish  armies. from. tbie  bverwh^hiij^g 
pressure, of  the  French^  but  also  to>co«9pel  the, French 
armies  to  coopientrateiand  again  ,adv;ai}ce, into  a  ra« 
vaged  country^  ithere  they  would  mefet  with.Ji>ut  jittle 

subsistence. 

In  fsict  this  sef^mstothayebeen  a^|»art^f  h^is  general 
plan,  which  was  always  to  keep  theenemy  onjtb^iaiert, 
and  never  permit  it  for.  any  length  of  tiuie  jto  separata 
into  distinct  corfts,  or.to ^spread  iUielC  in  detaclunentSf 
so  as  to.  facilitate  the  means^ of  support*  and  forage.  By 
this  means  he  constantly  kept  bis  own  army  also  in  an 
active  and  healthy  statist  as^htsown.supplie^.from.Lis^ 
bon  and  OpMjrto  were,  always  certsMOt  whil4  Briteia 
was  mistress  of  the  oceanr  ,  ^ 

Under  all  these  consideratioiis^  he.  was  oert^iio-  of 
either  .annoying:^  Firmch  army  to^  tbfr  whole;  pr^ 
posed vfixleiit*  or  of  gaining  possession  of  Ciudad  Bfi- 
drigo»  if  they  should  jnot  chuse  to  advanqe.;  in  either 
of  which  cases  an  object  of  importance  would  be 
attained. 

The 
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The  Freneb  ohos)9t  however,  to  adopt  the  former 
alteroiitivey  and  accordingly  advanced  in  great  force 
frfilai.  SalnmiMYca  towards  Fnente  GhiinHklo. 

It  i»  iii^necetfM^ry  to  trace  al)  the  inoyemeuts  of  the 
hostile armied  MM  il  ttie  .4lh'of  Sefttember,  when  Lord 
WelHagton-  eo^iinien^ ed  the  Uockade  of  Giudad  Ro* 
dfigo ;  biit  thH*  be  tyas  obliged  to  raise  o^n  the  25tb  of 
^eptethbteribeipg  tJien  in  ^be  presehqax^f  a  very  su|>e- 
rior  enemy,  having  preTioi^sly,  ^n  the  2lst  of  tbi^ 
tnonthv  eotlef:teijk«4he.Briti.Hb  army  ip:{)Qfit}oi}s  from 
wbjeh  be  eQ\»)d^  either  advance  or  retire  with^tit  diffir 
•eoity ;  aiid  which  wolfild  enable  bim  to  $eeall  that  was 
goiiig  on«  and  the  strength  of  the  eu^iy  V^tny , 

Witb'tbtSfinteirtip^f  a  part  of  the >B^iti$4i  army  op* 
i^a|»ed:  tjie  range,  of  heights  onr  the  left  of  the  ^gueda, 
haviftjr  ^^^  adyaiK;ed.*gDardi»  wilbi(i  three  .miles  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo;^  aM^er  division  waft  at;F.aeat0 
€kii«aMot  where  Lord  Wellington  had  'prdere^l  a  pp^- 
sftiM' to  be  strengthened  withh  some  ;^orks  ;  the  )ight 
division  vl^.M  on  ^e  right;  of  the  'Agi9eda>  having  t^eif 
ri^ht  jresting  upon  the  mauntains  which  separate  Cas*- 
tile  and  £stremadqra ;  Lieoteaant-Colonel  GFrab^m 
!W4tb-the  left  of  the  army  wa»  posted  on  the  Lower 
Azava  ;  whilst  the  sixth  division,,  with  Major-Generaji 
A^lfloa's  brigade  of  cavalry,  wa«  at  Espeja,  Carpio 
Marialvay&c.  <    . 

Mftreschal.  del  Campo  Don;  Carlos  d'JEspagne  obf 
servedthe  Lover  Agiieda  with  Don  Julian  Sancb^z^s 
cavalry  and  infaalry ;  wbikt  Lieotenant-Qeneral  Sk 
fitapleton  Cotton,  with  a  very  largeiportion- of  tbe  car 
valry^  vt^os  on  the  Upper  A.zava  in  the,  centre,  \vith 
Getiend  Pack's  brigade, at  Campillp,  and  rather  in 
advance  ;  tke'Stb  divii^ion  being  in  observation,  in  tb^ 
rear  of  tbe  right,  atthepasi^of  Perales,  in  consequence 
of  the  Fteacb  General  Fay  having  remained  and  cai- 
looted  a  body  of  troops  in  Upper  £>sti:emadura. 

The  enemy  iirst  appisar)^f|  iti.theplaiiinear  Ciudad 
ftodiago^  on  the  23d,  i^nd.  retired  lag^in  in  a  short 
time  ;  but,  on  the  24th  in  the  morning,  they  advanced 
ii .  3  G  3     ^  again 
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agftih'  in  cansidferftble  force,  and^  entered  the  plain 
by'  the  ro^di  of  'St:  Spirita^  and  Ti^obbron  :  and  be- 
fore jBvenin^  they  hid  co]le6ted'tbet*e  ttlltheit*  €^valry 
to  th^-  amoeMt  ^6t^^aboiit  sk*  thoosatid  meti^  a^id-  four 
ldiy«ioh  of  kjfHhtry,:  of  Whidi  <Aie^divfeidrt  w^irfe  of 
th^.  JEibperfal  Guftrd  ;  and  thb  rfemttinder  of  thenar- 
ittiifts  were  eWatrtpe^V)!!  thcf^Grdadai|)€ro,  initnedtateiy 
beyond  the  hilI^'%Vbierh;  durrbund'^fei  plain  of  CiiKiad 

-'  On^the  n[i(>rn!bg':'6f  thk  55tii,'  eV^ry  tbmg  s^med 
Ite  thi'eateti  ^  "^ribiw*  ftttack!, 'a*(d  lW»!Prench  befg&ti 
by' itendJtfg' a 'l^Bcfdnnorsince  ^'  ift^valry  towards*  the 
Lower iAza\'ii/fconsh5rinrg*  of  abblrt  fo^arteen  squadrons 
t)f  th'e-TmpefiaV^Gijrird^^^  and  tfiesfe  drove  in  the  British 
^dstt  c4i  thfe  rigftt  of  tfre  riy^r  j  'but,  on  their pa»$iag 
ftf  th^^Lanciferfir  deBerg  werd  ^charged  by  two  aqua* 
^h)hs^f  tbie  16th  and  on0  of  this  14th  light  dragoon^ 
'^rid'/  drfVen  back.  '  Ai^aiiied  of  beitvg  check^  bj 
i^tich  att  inferibr  force,  they  att6mpte^d  totally  and  to 
return,  but  were  fir^d  upon  briskly' by  the  light  infant- 
try  of  the  Olst,  who  had  becen  posted  in  the  wood  t>y 
ILieutenant-General  Graham,  when  General  Anson 
dnive  them  across  the  river,  and  afterwards  resumed 
his  own  posts  on  that  iside/ 

*    Sut  the  eiiemy's  attention  was  principally  directed 
during  the  day  to  the  possession  of  the  3d  division  on 
the  hiUs^    between  FUente  Guinaldp  and  Pastures. 
About  efgiit  in' the  morning  they  moved  a  cokimn 
dbhsfsting  of  between  thirty  and  .  forty  squadrons  of 
cavalry,  and  fourteen  battalions  of  infantry,    with 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  in 
such  a  direction  as  made  it  doubtful    whether  they 
would  attempt  to  ascend  the  hills  by  Encina  el  Bodon, 
or  by  the  direct  road  to  Fuente  Guinaldo,  and  Lord  * 
VVeltington  was  kept  for  a  few  moments  in  a  state  of 
indecision,  untila  forward  movement  she  wed  the  direc^ 
tion  of  their  march,  when  he  itpmediately  reinforced 
'  the  post  on  the  hill,  over  which  the  road  passes  to 
Guinaldo. 

In 
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Attack  nlFuienie  Guinaldo. 


-  Iti  tbie  iTtjea^  time,ihoweivt»r,  the  small  body  of  troops 
at  ttm^peat  *galiaiilly  shst'ained  the  whole  attack  of 
th]§Heneeay'^.':cavah'tyiand  artillery.  Qne  reg-imentof 
Fne9i0tf)drag6Qps  micceededy  indeed^  in  taking  two 
piec^(»  p£  Artillery  whfch :h^d.  been  posted  on  a  rising- 
ground  on  the  right  of  the  British  advance  ;  but  they 
vr^reimmi^iately 'charged  by  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
5tii;:f^iment,  under  the  command  of  Major  Ridge,^ 
a^  thd^gunsretabeb.  ^ 

/Vy^hibt.this  operation  washing  on  in  the  flank,  an 
attack  was  made  on  the  front  by  another  regiment, 
wbicb  W:aSi: repulsed,  in':  a  similar  manner  by  the  77th 
regiment ;  and  the  three squadronsn»f  General  Alten'^i 
cavalry  r^eatedly  charged  different  bodies  of  the 
enjemy  as  tbey  ascended  thebilh 
.  At  length  the  di visions  <  of  the  enemy  V  infantry y^ 
which  had  proceeded  frotn.  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  beinrg 
brought  up  to  the  attack  oh  the  road  of  Fuente  Gi;ui^ 
naldo,  and  Lord  Wellington^  seeing  that^fhey  would 
arrive  and  be  en  gaged,  before  the  coming  up  of  the  re* 
inforcements  he  bad  ordeired,  determed  to  withdraw 
this  advanced  post,  and  to  retire  with  the  whole  upon 
!Puente  Gpin^ido,* 

In 


■?—!• 


*  Marcfied  at  ^  A.  M.  from  Pao,  through  flavas,  and  towarde  Aldea 
de  Ponte»  ^vben^  jjist  in  the  itiidst  of  our  cookery  the  alarm  >vas  given 
that  the  French  were  approaching  in  great  force,  on  the  other  side  of 
th«  towp>  and  which  was  confirmed  by  an  instantaneous  discharge  of 
cannon  and  musquetry.  The  beaf  and  soup  were  ihrowo  in  every  di- 
rection, aad  we  stood  to  our  arms^  Two  companies  were  ordered  to  a 
stone  wall  in  front,  to  protect  the  movements  of  the  division  in  their 
formation.  In  this  position  we  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
I  should  observe  that  it  was  an  enclosed  field  with  stone  walls,  and  vsry 
well  adapted  to  the  operations  of  infantry  and  light  troops.  The 
attention  of  the  enetny  was,  hoiivever,  called  off  by  a  division  to  the  left 
of  ours,  and  General  Dunlop  thought  it  advisable  to  remove  to  a  more 
advantageous  position,  and  more  protected  from  cavalry.  We,  there- 
fore, moved  upon  a  hill  on  the  left,  and  formed  in  close  columns,  to 
support  the  division  then  engaged,  if  necessary...  General  Picton's  di- 
vision were  likewise  in  reserve  at  nearly  a  similar  distance. 

'*  We'hacl  here  an  opportunity  of  calmly  beholding  a  fie'd  of  battle 
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RepiiUc  of  th«  enem^. 


In  perforinintgif  this  critieitl  roanceaYre»  ihe2d  haU 
talion  of  the  Mb  regiment,  and  the77tht  were  formed 
into  one  solid  s(|nare9  and  the  31st  Portuguene  regi-^ 
Rient  inta  another,  supported  by  Major-General 
Alten*s  small  body  of  cavalry,  and  the  Portngpneso 
artiUery. 

The  enemv's  ca\ti!ry  immediately  niibed  forward^ 
afid  being;  so  superior  innuaibers,  oblig*exl  the  British 
cavalry  to  retire  to  the  support  o^  the  Portugaese  r«- 
jf^iment  ;  and,  at  the  sanie  monpttdnl,  the  5th  and  77th 
>fepe  charged  on  three  faces  of  the  M|iiare  by  the 
French  eavalry:< but  they  haltad  an^lireputisedtlie  attaci;; 
with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  galiatltry. 

This  nepiilse  was  decisive;  the  Avhute  of  the  tent 
guard  continued  its  retreat,  and.  joined  the  repiainder 
of*' the  third  division,  which  was  ako  funned  iii 
^aares  on  their  marehlo  Fuente  Goinaidd  -;  and  the 
vtfhtale  retired  together  id  the  utmost  order,  the  enemy 


'.  f 


never 


TT 
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a9&;>Qiclairif»,  .and'ti.iviost  unpUassint  sp/cetacte  to  my  feelings  itvras: 
^ta  niail.  bift  a/)N/ou:»iy  uit^l^ed  it  might  bi'conie  generfih  Oiirguns 
sippeured  to  be  most  advantageously  placed  oil  tiie.sk irts  of  a  wood; 
thgir  force  in  cavalry  outnumbered  ours  exceedingly.  For  some  time 
ekth  Jiianoeuvred  as  coolly  as  on  a  parade;  sometimes  advaaciug, 
covered  by  light  troops;  and  sometimes  retreating. 

**  After  skirmislnng  in  this  manner  for  nearly  two  hours,  a  very  heary 
(R^umii  of  the  enemy- were  seen  advanein^  over  -a*  bill  in  tfteir  rear, 
HI liich  seemed  likely  to  mak^  matiiers  assi^b-a  m4>re'iilerioHS  aspect. 
They  a dv^anced  boldly  against  our  guns,  aiid  received  a  shell,  which 
^^ranged  ikem  «  llule,  by  bursting  in  the'mid^it'af  tht^m.  They  still 
Jitii^eYer  advanced^;  but,  oti  u  se^ortd  sh^l  be'\tig  throWn  ^hh  e^ual 
^afect  they  went  to  the  ri-ght  »b©ut,  '#ltb6«t  again  appn>iifeiiing  oiir 
artillery.  'I'he  skirn^fshers  x^^ere  frequently  vfcry  l>otly  enga-ged  ;  the 
Koyal  Dragoons,  nnd  tlie  J  1th  light,  wereHw  only  cavalry  in*the  field 
st\i6  the  form«»"  ab^oKUefy  otWftred  b«tt4e  to  the  French  regiments  of 
^avalry,  superfor  in  numbers.  The'Royals  admirslUly  ihaintalned 
the- character  Ihey  have  so  justly  gained  in  thi<9  country;  and  the 
French  a^ppear  to  a<l (^ut  their  o<vn  inferiority,  and  to  feel  ih«  effecii 
of  th«'26th,  thoihgh  we  had'  retreated.  Our  men,  though  fAtiguedaud 
hungry,  and  witllout  even  wine  or  spirits,  were  aflxious  to  engage,  and 
were  hammering  thefr  flinld,  and  were  making  all  their  usura)  prepara- 
tions. 

**  There  were  some  [rish  lads*  whose  conversation  was  truly  laujjli' 
9/»le. '  Journal  of  an  Ojicer, 
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RiQtreiitto  Ald^ 4e i^onte. 


never  attempting;  to  m^ke  another  charge  upon  tbem# 
but  contenting  themselves  with  foUoyving  them  at  a 
respectful  distance^  though  keeping  up  a  fire  fr.oi^,  the 
artillery* 

The  M'hole  British  army  was  npw  in  position  apao 
I^Ujante  Guaiaido*  and  the  whole  of  the  force  so  posted 
as  to  be  en  echelton,  of  which  the  centre  was  in  the 
position  of  Guinalda,  the  right  upon  th^  p^ss  of  Pe- 
rales,  ai^d  the  lefj;  Nave  d'  Aver. 

Even  here,  though  in  a  defensive  po&itiont  Lord 

'  Weliingtoo  did  not  desist  from  harassing  the  enemy 

SLS  much  as  in  his.power,  haying  at  thi{$  very  period 

detached  Don  Julian  Sanchez,  with  a  large  body  of 

cayalryt  to  the  enemy's  rear. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  2^th,  the. enemy  brought 
up  more  infantry  from  Ciu^^ad  Rodrigo,  and  la  iha 
course  of  that  night  and  of  the  2(:»th'tbey  collected 
the  whole  of  their  aruay  in  fr()rit  of  the  British  posi- 
tions :  on  which  his  Lorckhip,  not  deeming  it  expe** 
dient  to  stand  ti|eir  attack  in  Uiat  place,  retired/ibout 
three  leagues  towards  Alfayates,  and  Aldei^  de  Pente^ 
the  picquets  of  the  enemy  being  jn  fnotit  of  tbe  lat« 
ter  ploce. 

It  had  been  the  enemy's  intention  to  turn  the  left  of 
the  position  of  Guioaldoy  bf  moving  a  column  into 
(he  vntiey  ef  the  Upper  Ag^Ya,  and  thence  ascending 
the  heights  in  tbe  rear  of  the  postiion  by  Catitellegos ; 
and  from  this  column  they  detached  a  division  of  in^ 
fantry,  «nd  fourteea  liquidiions  of  cavalry,  to  follow 
the  British  line  of  retreat  kay  Alhergaria,  whilst  anof 
ther  body  of  the  same  strength  followed  by  Furcalbos. 
The  former  attacked  the  picquetv  of  the  cavalry  at 
Aldea  de  Ponle^  and  drove  th^  in :  and  they  pushed 
on  nearly  as  far  as  Alfay tes  ;  but  Lord  Wellington 
immediately  ordered  General  Pukenham  to  attack 
them  with  hh  brigade,  tnipported  by  General  Cole^ 
ami  Sir.Stapleton  Cotton  with  his  cnvairy,  when  the 
assailants  were  driven  back  through  Aiden  de  Ponte^ 

1  upoti 
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AfFain  of  Aldea  de  Ponte. 

^^^■^■^^  —^       '      >-^M*^^  I  ■         — — ^W^^^^«^~    ■■■■■■  ■    ■  ■     II    1^  I  I  —    ■^«^    ■■>-■■■■*■       ■■■■        ■■  ■■■»■■■■■     ■  ■    ■  ■  1  ■ 

^■^— ^*^^^— '^  ■  ^11       ^— — ^i^^-^M^—  I   ii^M— ^w       ■■    ■  wmM^^M —— »^^>—  ■  ■  ■      — — ^^»^^— ■■  ^»^p^—     »!■  ■  ■■■■■!      »      ■■        ■■^^-— ■■P«i»    --III  ■■> 

upon  Aibergaria,  and  the^  picquets  of  the  British 
cavalry  resumed  their  stations. 

But  the  enemy  having  now  bein^  reinforced  by  the 
truopji  which  marched  from  Furcalhos^,  again  advanC'^ 
ed  about  sun»set,  and  drove  in  the  picquets;  of  the  ca- 
valry from  Aldea  de  Ponte,  and  took  posession  of 
that  village. 

Aldea  now  became  the  scene  of  contention  ;  for 
General  Cole  immediately  attacked  with  a  part  of 
General  Pakenham's  brigade,  and  drove  them  through 
the  villag^e  ;  but  night  coming  on,  and  General  Pa* 
kenham  being  uncertain  of  what  was  passing  on  his 
flanks,  or  of  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  indeed 
knowing  also  that  it  was  Lord  Wellington's  intention 
to  fall  back  with  the  m^in  body  still  further,  he  eva« 
cuated  the  villages  which  the  enemy  re-occupied  dur- 
ing the  night.  * 

Oh'the  28th  Lord  Wetlihg-ton  formed  his  armV  on 
the  h^ightli' behind  Soito,*  the  right  being  extended  to 
the  Sierra  Hdis  Mesas,  whilst^  the  left-wai^  sLt  Renda  on 
the  C^a, '  *bbi>fc  one  lesi^ue  in  the  vear  of  the  positioa 
which  'tli€»y*lKid  occupied-'  on  the  preceding  day. 
Beyond  this,  however,  he  had  no  further  occasion 
to  retire  :  fty^  the  ^nemy;'  insf<?<id  of  advctncing,  also 
began  to  l^tire;^  evafc^ajftig  Aldea' de-Pdhte  on  that 
da;y,  iltid  pkided'tlifeir  aavanc'ad  posts ^t  »Albergaria, 
on  which  liis  Lofdship  feife^gan  to  caftlion' his  troops  in 
this  position,  in  cons^utenc^e  of  the  expected-  bad 
Weather  at  ttie  6quinox/*«tt^fff  i^rfi  uh'd'erstiandiag  also 
that  theeneiiiv  were  a«tdelly  aboHl  to  ftetire.    ' 

Though  the  Avbole  ot  these  manoE^tivres  were  ab- 
solutely a  retreat,  yet  it  Was  a  retreat  highly  honour- 
able to  the/«kill  of  the  commanded,  and' the  galfentry 
of  the  troops  ;  fully  justifying  wliat  LordW^IUngton 
called  a  menaorable  exaotple  of  what  the.  stfeadiness 
and  discrpHne  of  the  soldiers,  and  their  con'fidence 
in  their  officers  cnn  effect  in  the  most  difficult  and  try- 
ing situations.  With  respect  to  the  2d  battation  of 
the  5tb,  and  the  77th  in  particular,  the  steadiness  was 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly  conspicuotts,  as  Lord  Wdtiitgton  himself 
diecUr^d  that  he  bad  nerer  seen  a  more  determined 
attack  than  that  which  was  made  by  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  with  every  advantage  of  the  assist- 
ance of  a  superior  artillery,  and  which  was  repul^ied 
90  gaU%i»tly  by  the^etwo  weak  battalions. 

The  Portuguese  iafantry  too,  though  not  actviaUy 
cfcarg^y  were  i^epeatedly  threatened :  yet  they  shew- 
ed the  utmost  steadiness  and  discipline,  both  in  the 
|3iode  in  which  they  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy, 
atid  i«i  all  the  oiovemeuts  of  a  retreat  over  six  miles 
of  ptnin,  in  front  of  theirsuperior  cavalry  and  artillery. 
In  fact  the  Portuguese  artillerymen  attached  to  t4>e 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  for  a  few  minutes  fell 
into  the  eneaiy*s  liands,  were  actually  cut  down  at 
ttieir  guns. 

The  condt»et  <^f  the  British  and  Grerman  cavalry 
was  also  highly  meritorious ;  as,  though  they  were 
fiot  more  than  three  squadrons  of  the  hussars  and 
light  dragoons  in  the  fields  yet  they  charged  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  repeatedly  notwithstanding  the  supe- 
ri^tty  of  the  latter.* 

We  have  thuss^en  that  Lord  Wellington  \va« 
forced  to  give  up  his  blockade jof  Ciudad  Rodrigo; 
imleed  he  owned  himself  that  he  could  not  pretend  to» 
maiotuiii  its  blockade,  or  make  any  efforts  to  pre- 
vent, or  evenniaterially  to  impede,  the  collection  of 
supplies,  or  the  march  of  the  French  convoy,  for  the 
relief  of  that  place. 

This  relief  indeed  was  the  great  object  of  the 
enenriy  ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  were  obliged  to 
collect  and  concentrate  all  their  troops,  thereby  re- 
lieving all  the  Spanish  corps  w^io  were  hard  pressed 

18.  3  H  iu 


*  Amidst  the  great  4»ass  of  praise  bestowed  by  bis  Lordship  In  hi  s 
<!ispatcb«s,  he  observed  that  his  Serene  Highuess  the  Ilereditafy 
Piiiice  of  Orange,  accompanied  him  during  the  various  Operations* 
and  though  it  was  the  first  time  of  bis  being  in  fire,  yet  he  coodiicted 
himself  with  a  degree  of  spirit  and  intelligence  aif(»rdiRg  a  hop«  Uurt 
be  wiU  become  aa  oraamrnt  to  ais  profesiioo. 
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Grant  of  foreign  honoars. 


in  other  quarters,  and  forming  in  the  whole  an  army 
of  sixty  thousand  men,  of  which  six   thousand  wero 
'  cavalry,  with  125  pieces  of  artillery. 

It  has  been  said  that  his  Lordship,  if  be  meant 
not  to  make  an  effectual  stand,  might  have  retired 
without  exposing  his  troops  to  slaughter ;  but  this  is 
a  mode  of  reasoning  only  fit  for  the  fireside — a  well 
contested  retreat  will  preserve  the  courage  of  an  army, 
whilst  to  retire  without  seeing  the  face  of  the  enemy 
will  always  dispirit  it.  Besides,  as  his  Lordship  said, 
"  the  reports  were  so  various  respecting  the  enemy** 
strength,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  see  their 
a,rrny,''  as  this  would  undoubtedly  have  an  influence 
upon  his  ulterior  operations.* 

That  the  resistance  offered  by  the  British  army 
was  sufficient  to  check  any  plans  which  the  enemy 
might  have  formed,  beyond  the  mere  relief  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  is  evident  from  their  having  retired  from 
that  place  on  the  30th  of  September,  the  army  of  the 
north  separating  for  Salamanca/  and  that  of  Portugal 
towards  Banos  and  Placentia. 

At  this  period,  several  divStinguished  foreign  honors 
were  bestowed  on  Lord  Wellinsfton,  and  on  the  26th 
of  October  a  royal  license  was  gazetted,  permitting 
his  Lordship  (who  for  some  time  had  been  consti- 
tuted Marshal-Gener'al  of  the  Portuguese  army)  to 
accept  the  title  of  Conde  de  Vimiera,  and  also  the 
insignia  of  a  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Royal  Por- 
tuguese military  order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  con* 
ferred  upon  him  by  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  in 
testimony  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  His  Royal 
Highness  holds  his  distinguished  atid  glorious  services 
orl  various  important  occasions. "I* 

The 
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•  The  >vhole  losa  of  tbe  allied  army  during  t{ie  three  days'  contest 
was  very  triftiiig.  The  British  had  only  forty  killed,  and  about  179 
iv9unded,  whilst  that  of  the  Portuguese  was  even  less. 

+  At  the  same  time  Sir  William  Beresfbrd  (who  had  been  ejected  a 
Xoj^t  of  tiieBalh  for  bis  gaUant  services^  atidwhok  alsoMarshalanU 

Commander^ 
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Anecdotes  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill. 
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The  French  armies  in  the  month  of  October  conti* 
nued  nearly  in  the  same  positions ;  bat  notwithstanding 
that  the  relief  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  had  been  an  object 
of  such  importance  to  them,  it  was  still  harassed^  if 
not  blockaded,  by  the  allied  army,  and  s(o  alert  were 
the  advanced  parties,  that  the  gallant  Spanish  par-- 
zan,  Don  Julian  Sanchez,  actually,  on  the  15th  of 
October,  carried  off  a  large  proportion  of  the  cattle 
grazing  near  the  place,  and  even. made  prisoner  the 
gt)vernor.  General  Reynard,  who  had  come  out  of  the 
fort  and  across  the  Agueda,  attended  by  some  staflf 
officers,  and  escorted  by  a  party  of  about  twenty 
cavalry;  he  was  there  surrounded  by  Don  Julian's* 
detachment  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  hills,  and  was 
taken,  with  two  of  his  escorts,  under  the  very  guns  of 
the  place* 

About  this  time  the  Spanish  Guerillas  were  in- 
creasing in  numbers  and  boldness  throughout  the  Pe- 
ninsula, where  the  two  well  known  partizans  Empe- 
cinado  and  Mina,  were  very  successful  against  sogae 
of  the  enemy's  posts  and  detachments,  when  their 
army  was  collected  for  the  relief  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  ; 
but  these  occurrences  would  occupy  too  much  ground 
from  our  main  subject,  to  be  entered  on  more  fully. 

Whilst  the  two  main  armies  were  thus  laying 
watching  each  other's  movements,  the  British  and 
their  allies  were  not  inactive  in  other  places ;  particu- 
larly Lieutenant  General  Hill,*  who  had  been  ordered 

3  H  ?  to 


CoiniDander-in-Chief  of  the  Portuguese  force,)  received  permission  to 
accept  the  dignity  of  Cond6  de  Trancoso,  and  the  insignia  of  the  same 
order  conferred  on  I^rd  Wellington. 

Sir  P^obert  Wilson  and  Colonel  Trant  were  also  both  honoured  with 
the  rank  of  Knight  Commanders  of  the  same  order. 

*  The  family  to  which  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Kowland  Hill  belong 
is  a  very   ancient  one  of  Shropshire  where  his  father  embellished  th« 
elegant  seat  of  Haw)testone,  near  Shrewsbury  ;  but  the  family  is  per- 
haps belter  known  by  the  indefatigable  and  venerable  Rowland  Hill, 
^aUo  tlic  reverend,)  whose  exertions  in  the  cause  of  religion  at  the  Sur* 
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Pursuit  of  General  Girrard. 
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to  march  into  Estremadnra,  with  the  troops  ooder  his 
command.  He  marehecl  by  Alclea  del  Cano  4o  Al« 
caeKca ;  in  Reart^h  of  General  Girrard;  and,  on  tbe37tii 
of  October,  having  infpmiation  that  the  enemy  were 
in  motion,  he  proceeded  throa^h  Aldea,  beio^  a 
shorter  route  than  that  taken  by  the  French,  and  af. 
foroing  a  hope  of  beini)^  able  to  intercept  htm,  and 
bring  him  to  action.  On  the  march  he  learneid  that 
Girrard  had  halted  his  main  body  at  Arroyo  de  Molt<> 
nos,  leaving-  a  rear  guard  at  Albala ;  ivhich  was  to 
General  Hill  a  satisfactory  proof  that  be  was  igno* 
rant  of  the  moirements  of  the  allied  detachment. 
General  HiU,  therefore,  determined  to  surprise  hi tn^ 
and  accordingly  made  a  forced  marched  to  Alcoesca 
that  evening,  where  the  troops  lii^ere  so  placed  ^  t^ 
be  out  of  .sight  of  the  enemy,  and  no  fires  were 
allowed  to  be  made.  On  the  arrival  at  this  ^fkce, 
which  is  not  more  than  a  league  from  Arroyo,  Ge* 
nerai  Hill   was  more  fully   convinced  that  Garrard 


■*i*ai^^*iifc«*a 


tf.y  chapel  have,  we  hope,  been  productive  of  much  goocl^  notwith- 
standing their  eccentricity. 

General  Hill  is  the  fourth  9on  of  the  prtwnt  baitmet,  and  nephew 
«nd  namesake  of  the  pious  pastor  of  Great  Surrey  Street;  he  was 
born  in  1772,  and  entered  into  the  army  at  an  early  period  of  Jife, 
passing  through  all  the  gradations  of  military  rank  \tith  that  credit  and 
esteem  which  are  the  certain  accompafiinjents  of  correct  conduct^  and 
gentlemanlike  manners;  and  we  are  authorised  in  saying  that  "  his 
piety  assisted,  rather  than  impeded,  him  in  the  performance  of  ail  tbe 
active  duties  of  life ;  and  by  a  peculiar  sweetness  of  temper  he  shewed 
the  practical  fruit  and  effect  which  are  appended  to  true  religion  as 
their  natural  stock  ;  and  abo  recommended  his  example  tp  the  imita- 
tion of  others,  by  embellishing  it  with  the  oitiamental  graces  of  the 
manners  of  the  officer  and  the  gentleman." 

In  the  expedition  to  Egypt  General-Hill  accompanied  the  lamented 
Abercroinbie,  and  afterwards  to  Talavera  highly  distinguished liioi" 
self,  having  been  severely  wounded,  yet  still  refusedto  quit  ihe  field, 
and  succeeded  in  repelling  the  French  in  several  successive  attacks 
^ith  all  that  firmness  which  contilitutes  the  principal  feature  of  bis  cha- 
racter. 

Upon  the  whole  we  may  consider  him  as  an  ornament  and  honour, 
not  only  to  the  service,  but  also  to  that  honourable  ofd«r  of  military 
chivalrous  distinction  to  which  he  beioogs. 
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Surprise  of  OirraNl« 


wa»  ignoraat  of  his  movements,  mud  also  extremely 
off  bis  ^ard,;-he  determined,,  therefore,  upon  at- 
tempting to  surprise  him,  or  at  least  bring  bim  to 
action,  before  be  sboidd  march  in  tbe  morping  ;  and 
(be  necessary  dispositions  were,  made  for  that  pur* 
pose. 

The  ground  over  which  the  troops  were  to  ma- 
ncBUvre  being  a  plain,   thinly  scattered  with  oak  and 
cork   trees,     General  H  ill's   object  was  to  place  a 
body   of  troops  so  as  to  cut  off   the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  either  to  Truxillo  or  Merida  :  he,  therefore, 
moved  tbe  army   from    their   bivouack  (or    resting 
place   without  tents)    near  Acuesca,    about  two  ih  - 
the   morning  of  tbe  28th,    in  one  column  right  in 
fronts    direct  on  Arroyo  del  Molino.      On   arriving 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  town,  when  under  cover 
of  a  low  ridge,   the  column  closed  and  divided  into 
three  columns,   tbe  infantry  being  on  the  right  and 
left,  and  the  cavalry  occupying  the  centre.     As  tbe 
day  dawned,  a  voilent  storm  of  rain  and  thick  mist 
came  on,  under  cover  of  which  tbe  columns  advanced 
according  to  tbe  concerted   plan  ;    the  left  column 
proceeding  for  the  town,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Stewart;  theTlst,  and  part  of  the 60th,  and  92d,  at 
a  greater   distance,    and  the  50th,  in  close  column, 
somewhat  in  the   rear,  with  the  guns  as  a  reserve. 
The   right  column,  under  Major-General  Howard, 
having  the  39.th  reginfent   in  rj^serve,  broke  off  to 
the  right,  so  as  to  turn  the  enemy's  left;  and  having^ 
gsiiried  about  the,  distance  of  a  cannon  shot  to  that 
flank,  it  marched  in  a  circular  direction   upon   the 
fiirther  point  of  the  ,  crescent  formed  by  the  troops, 
whilst  the  cavalry,  under  Sir  WiUiam  Erskine,  moved 
between  the  two   columns  of  infantry,  ready   to  act 
in  front,  or  move  round  either  of  them,  as  occasion 
might  require. 

The  advance  of  the  British  columns  was  unper* 
cetved  by  the  enemy  until  they  approached  very 
near,   at  which  moment  they  were  filing  out  of  the 

town 
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town  upon' the  Merida  road  ;  the  rear  of  the  colamnt 
Aome  of  the  cavalry,  and  part  of  the  bag^a^e,  beings 
still  within  it,  though  one  brigade  of  infantry  had 
inarched  from  Medellin  an  hour  before  day-light.^ 

At 


*  A  letter  from  an  officer  states:— 

**  We  arc  just  returned  to  our  cantonments  after  a  very  tough  job, 
the  result  of  which,  however,  amply  compensates  us  for  the  fatigues  we 
underwent.  After  marching  the  whole  day,  on  the  27th  arrived  at  a 
village  called  Alcuesca,  when  we  lay  under  a  hill,  without  being  al- 
lowed to  light  fires,  in  consequence  of  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy.  This 
"was  trying  work  to  our  poor  fellows— they  had  eaten  nothing  for  two 
daya ;  and,  after  marching  all  day  in  the  pouring  rain>  weire  obfiged  to 
lie  iu  a  plowed  field  up  to  their  knees  in  mud. 

'*  We  marched  about  two  o'clock,  quite  dark,  apd  raining  dreadfully 
and  by  day  break  we  had  three  brigades  formed  under  a  hill,  within 
cannon  shot  of  the  place  where  Monsieur  was  still  snoring,  unconscious 
of  his  danger.  One  out-lying  picquet  of  the  enemy  would  have  frqs* 
trated  our  plan  ;  they  had  one  about  a  mile  from  the  village  but  most 
fortunatdy  they  had  retired  (in  consequence  of  the  troops  having  an 
order  to  march  at  six  o'clock)  just  before  the  head  of  our  column  came 
to  the  spot.  The  various  regiments  forming  these  brigades  brought 
their  left  shoulders  forward,  and  marched,  or  rather  ran,  in  the  best 
possible  order  to  gain  the  Merida  jroad  before  the  enemy,  which  done 
they  would  have  no  alternative  but  to  take  to  the  mountains. 

"  Two  or  three  cannon  shot  from  the  village  informed  us  that  the  bird 
had  not  flown :  they  were,  however,  formed  outside  of  it,  and  ready  to 
march.  General  Girrard,  laughed,  and  said  that  the  English  were  toe 
fond  of  comfort  to  get  out  of  their  beds  such  mornings  as  these,  (raining 
hard)  he  thought  it  was  only  an  advanced  party  of  the  Spaniards,  ami 
.was  ordering  his  men  out  of  the  town  in  ocder  (as  he  said^  to  drub  them 
iieartily.  On  turning  round  the  first  man  he  saw  waaone  of  the  99d  ; 
and  he  rode  off  to  set  his  troops  in  motion, 

"  The  French  officers  in  the  town  behaved  remarkably  well — they 
singled  out,  and  sword  in  hand  attacked  the  British  comroandenu 
The  Honourable  Colonel  Cadogan  had  his  cap  cut  through  on  his 
head  with  a  coup  de  sabre  ;  Colonel  Stewart  of  the  50th  (who  com- 
manded the  brigade)  was  knocked  oif  his  horse  ;  and  Lieutenant* 
CoIf)nel  Cameron,  of  the  92d,  severely  wounded.  Bui  the  Frenchmen 
soon  received  the  reward  of  their  temerity,  for  the  whole  found  in  the 
village  were  either  killed  of  made  prisoners  by  the  brave  92d',  Gordon's 
Highlanders.        ^  •         . 

"  Girrard,, who  was  wounded  twice,  got  oflT  with  three  or  four  hua- 
dred  men,  and  they  say  four  eagles  ;  but  they  were  invisible,  the  of- 
ficers Jiaving  pocketed  them.  Wnen  we  saw  there  was  no  possibility 
«f'ioUowiQgthem>  we  tried  a  ruse  de  guerre  after  their  own  fashion; 
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Rout- of  the  .enemy. 


At  this  moment  the  71st  and  92d  regiments 
charged  into  the  town  with  cheers,  and  drove  the 
enemy  every  where  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
having  only  a  few  of  their  men  cut  down  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  The  enemy's  infantry  which  had 
got  out  of  the  town  had,  by  the  time  these  regiments 
arrived  at  the  extremity  of  it,  formed  into  two  squares, 
with  the  cavalry  on  their  left;  the  whole  were  posted 
between  the  Merida  and  Medellm  roads,  fronting 
Alcuesca. 

,  These  squares  were  formed  close  to  the  town,  but 
the  garden  walis  were  promptly  lined  by  the  71st  light 
infantry,  whilst  the  92d  filed  out  and  formed  a  line 
on  the  enemy's  flank,  the  whole  throwing  in  a  hot 
and  well  directed  fire.  In  the  mean  time  one  wing 
of  the  50th  regiment  occupied  the  town,  and  secured 
the  prisoners  :  and  the  other  wing,  along  with  the 
three  six  pounder>s,  skirted  the  out;  side  of  it,  the  ar- 
tillery, as  soon  as  within  range,  firing  with  great  effect 
upon  the  squares. 

Whilst  the  enemy  was  thus  occupied  upon  the 
right.  General  Howard's  column  continued  moving 
upon  their  left,  and  the  allied  cavalry  advancing; 
and  crossing  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column,  cut  off 
the  cavalry  from  the  infantry,  charging  it  repeatedly, 
and  putting  it  to  the  rout.  The  13th  light  dra- 
goons at  the  same  time  took  possession  of  the  enemy's 
artillery. 

In  this  part  of  the  business  the  Spanish  cavalry, 
under  the  Count  de  Penna  Yillemur,  behaved  re- 
markably well :  for  the  British  cavalry,  having  been 
somewhat  delayed  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and 
badness   of  the  road,    the  Spaniards  were  the  first 

to 


but  it  did  not  do— a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  tell  them  that  they  were 
aurrounded,  and  to  ask  them  to  surrender. 

'*  The  men  and  ofjQcers seemed  inclined  to  do  so,  and  an  «'flicei[  and 
a  few  men  actually  came  off;  hut  6irrard  said  he  would  never  surren*- 
der  with  life,  and  if  taken  there  was  his  resource,  pointing  to  his  pis* 
lals— be  was  in  tears  and  much  agitutcd." 


/ 


432       -  1 JFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


•m>»»' 


Result  of  the  action. 


to  forni  upon  the  plain^  and  gattaotiy  engaged  the 
enemy  otitil  the  British  eame  np. 

The  whole  body  of  the  French  were  now  in  fiitt 
retreat :  but  general  Howard*s>  cokimn  bavmg  gained 
the  pointto  which  it  was  directed,  aod  the  left  coltima 
coming  fast  upon  them,  they  had  no  resource  bnt  to 
surrender  or  to  disperse  and  ascend  the  mountain, 
which  forms  one  extremity  of  the  Sierra  Montkn- 
ches  And  is  almost  inaccessible. 

The  latter  attempt  they  preferred :  and,  scrambling 
Bp  the  euf^ern  extremity,  were  followed  closely  by  the  ^ 
28th  and  34th  regiments,  whilst  the39ifa  and  Colonel  ' 
Ashworth's  Portuguese  inflmtry  followed  round  tlie 
foot  of  the  mountain  to  take  them  in  Hank. 

As  may  be  imagined,  the  enemy *s  troops  i^ere  by 
tbis  time  in  the  utmost  panic  ;  the  cavalry  were  flying 
in  every  direction,  the  infantry  throwing  away  their 
arms,  and  the  only  effort  of  either  was  to  escape. 
The  troops  under  General  Howard^s  connnand,  as 
well  as  those  be  had  sent  round  the  point  of  the 
mountain,  pursued  them  over  the  rocks,  making  pri- 
soners at  every  step,  until  his  own  men  became  so 
.exhausted,  and  few  in  number,  that  it  was  necessary 
for  liim  to  halt  and  secure  the  prisoners. 

'The  force  which  Girrard  had  with  him  at  the  com- 
mencemen  of  the  business,  consisting  of  2,500  infan* 
try  and  600  cavalry,  were  now-  totally  dispersed,  or 
cnptured  ;  amongst  the  latter  of  whom  were  Gene* 
rnl  Brune,  the  Prince  d'Aremberg,  two  Lieutenant- 
Colonels,  an  aid-dtt-camp,  thirty  Captains  and  subaN 
terns,'  and  upwards  of  1,000  soldiers,  with  the  whole 
of  their  baggage,  artillery,  commissariat,  and  even 
the  contributions  which  they  had  recently  levied. 
The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  was  also  very  severe,  whilst 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was  viery  trifling 
on  the  side  of  the  British.  *  Girrard  escaped  himself 
with  two  or  three  hundred  men,  but  without  armif 
and  evtni  these  were  much  harassed  in  their  retreat  by 
the  Spanish  peasantry. 
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During  this  year  the  Guerillas  system  was  carried 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  had  been  supposed 

gossible ;  and  waS|  indeed,  adopted  in  every  part  of 
pain,  and  attended  with  considerable  success:  By 
this  means  the  difficulties  under  which  the  French 
had  laboured  for  want  of  provisions  and  stores 
were  considerably  increased,  whilst. on  all  hands  the 
intrepidity  and  activity  of  the  Spaniards^  themselves 
were  much  improved  by  this  active  mode  of  warfare, 
and  stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  gain.  Yet  after 
ail  it  mast  be  confessed,  that  although  much  has  been 
done,  still  this  desultory  mode  of  warfare  never  would 
in  itself,  have  any  important  effect  upon  the  question 
of  Spanish  liberation  from  the  assaults  and  insults  of 
a  mpacious  and  vindictive  enemy. 

Towards  the  month  of  November  the  French  ar- 
rangements in  Spain  seem  of  a  very  curious  nature ; 
for  it  appears  that  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the 
Tagus,  as  far  up  as  Aranjuez^  had  been  made  over,  by 
Buonaparte^  to  Marshal  Marmont,  foi^  the  splpport  of 
the  army  in  PortugaL  This  arrangement  reduced 
Joseph  to  the  greatest  distress,  as  the  produce  of 
that  country  was  alt  that  he  had  to  depend  upon,  being 
actually  obliged  fo  subsist  upon  the  money  produced 
by  the  retail  sale  of  the  grain  forcibly  levied  from  the 
people. 

The  grain  which  was  thus  levied  and  sold  by  Jo- 
seph's orders  was  again  seized  by  orders  from  Mar- 
mont, and  taken  from  the  people  who  had  purchased 
it  at  Joseph's  retail  shops ;  the  only  satisfaction  they 
had  being  that  of  the  very  amusing  information  that 
Joseph  had  no  right  to  sell  it. 


W        «■      ■■     I  ■  »       .1.    Ill     ■■  I    I  ■«      •f<     ■"- 


1».  31  SECTION 


^ 

y 


404  LIFE  OF  TH$  MOST  NOBIC 


*'  ^^ 


Opening  ot  the  present  ^ear. 


SECTION  ix: 


l^panish  affairs— Surrender  of  Blake— Kcpul^e  of  Moatbrun--?4Si€g«'Qf 
/  Ciuclad    Kodfigo— Assault  and  Surrender  of  that  fortress— Fall  and 
.  anec<iut**f  ot  General  Mackinnoa«^l>eith  and  aiiecdolc^  of  General 
Craufurd — Lord  Wellington  creaC^  an  Earl'^SieoB  of  Ba4iijcxi*^Mi* 
'  litary  details  and  interesting  anecdotes — Assaults  of  the  citadel  and  sur- 
.    render  ai  the  place— Anecdotes— G^ll?int  conduct  of  tbe  British  ca- 
valry at  VtUa  Garcia-^Marshal  SouU  kept  in  check  in  AndaloBia — £m* 
emplary  conduct  of  the  Portuguese  militia — Sir  Rowland  Hiir$  expe-. 
dhion  to  Alniaraz—>Gallaiit  assault  of  that  place^  and  its  deslructioo;;* 
.  March  to  Salamanca— Hetreat  and  mamsuvrei  of  the  French  army*^ 
Salanianca  taken  by  the  .Bntish-s-Siege  and  capture  of  thd  Ff^ivchforr 
tified  posts  in  that  city— Movements  of  Marmont's  army  —Gallant  af- 
fair of  the  British  cavalry  with  the  rear  goard  of  the  enemy**-Move*nent* 
before  th^  battle  of  Salamanca—  {(icideBts  connected  with  that  atf;Mi''<-> 
Battle  of  Salamanca— Anecdotes  of  the  action— Anecdotes  of 
Marihont-^  Defeat  and  parsuit  of  the  French  army— Fall  and  anec- 
dotes of  General  Lie  Merchant— Anec^dstea  erf  Lord  WeUtngtim-^^A^ 
fecting  anecdotes  of  an  Englishlady,  &g.  &c.  &c.  *     , 


J[  HE  year  1812  opened  with  a  severq inisfcirtune  tfn . 
the  Spanish  cause  on  the  eastern  coast,  where  YaUof*, 
eta  not  only  capitulated/ bvit  Bbke  surTeodered  with, 
his  whol(S  army,  givipg  up  imm^ase  magsMi^inQS:^: 
all  kinds  of  stores  to  the  French. 

These  invaders  were  iqd^d  leiss'saeces^ul  at  iili- 
cant,  where  Montbrun  was  repulsed  early  in  Jai)o- 
ai'y;  it  is,  however,  to  the  allied  firmies  of  Britaii^ 
and  Portugal  that  Spain  is  "principally,  if  fiot  solely, 
indebted  for  her  preseiit  prospect  of  delivepanc^  from 
'  a  ferocious  enemy  apa  an  upstart  prince." 

On  the  Sth  of  January,  Lord  Wellington  com- 
menced hisinvestojent  of  CiudadRodrigo,  which  had 
been  lately  considerably  strengthened  ;  for  since  the 
French  had  got  possesion  of  it  they  had  constructed 
a  palisadoed  redoubt  on  the  hill  of  St.  Francisco, 
and  fortified  three  convents  in  the  suburb,  the  de- 
fence of  which  were  connected  with  the  new  work; 
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Siege  of  Giadsd  Rodrigo. 


CfD  the  btti  of  St«  fVftfK^isco9  and  with  the  whole  line 
by  .^  which  the  suburb  was  surronnded.  By  these 
nelms^  they  htd  increased  the  difficulty  of  approach-* 
mg^  fbe  plftce,  and  it  was  necessary  to  6btairi  pos- 
90BiHoi>  of  the  w6rfc  ot>  the  hill  of  St.  Francisco  be-* 
fore  any  progress  could  be  made  in  the  attack. 

Accordingly  Major-General  Craufurd,  who  was 
ia  .churge  of  the  advanced  operations^  directed  a 
detachment  of  the  light  division,  under  the  com- 
maod  of  Lieatenanl-Colonel  Colbourne  of  the  52nd) 
to  attack  the  work  shortly  after  dark  ;  which  was 
execjuted  in  a  very  able  style,  the  whole  being  car- 
ried by  storm;  two  captains  and  forty-seven  men 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  rest  of  the  garrison  put 
to  the  sword  during  the  assault. .  The  loss  of  the  as- 
sailants was  but  trifling,  and  they  took  three  pieces* 
ofcannon.* 

3 12  The 


*^he  SUGC66S;  of  thb  necessary  operation  enabled  the  British  armyi 
loimedlately  to  break  ground  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  place, 
notwithstanding  that  the  enemy  still  bad   the  fortified  coiivepts;  and 
the'eneiny's  own  work  was  thus  formed  into  a  part  of  (he  &ni  parallel, 
a^d  a  good  commuaioalion  oiade  with  it. 

Up  tQ  the;  14th  the  operation  of  the  siege  were  cootinued,  and  on 
that  day  the  assatlante  opened  a  lire  fi-om  twenty-.two  pieces  of  ord- 
naoce,  in  three  batteries^  on  the  first  parallel.    This  comtnenced  m 
the  aftorooon ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  they  opened^  an  approach 
to,  and  established  tbemselvea  in,  the  second  parallel,  odly  one  him*' 
dred  and  fifty  yard^from  the  place. 

This  arduous  and  impetuous  movement  had  indeed  been  imith  facl-- 
litated  by  a  judicious  and  brilliant  little  affair  on  the  part  of  Lieute*' 
nanto>G«necal  Gvrabam,  vrho,  on  the  preceding  nighty  had  syfprised^ 
the  enemy's  detachment  in  the  consent  of  Santa  Ctus  close  to  the 
-body  of  the  place ;  by  which  operation  the  right  of  the  approach  waii 
protected  and  setured. 

Whilst  the  establishment  on  tlie  second  parallel  was  taking  piace»i 
aootJber  opjerationi  absolutely  neceesary,  was  carried  on  upon  thp  left/ 
by  Ml^of^Geoeral  the  Honourable  C^  Colville,  to  whom  the  command^ 
of  the  4th  division  of  the  army  had  recently  been  given;  He  pro-^ 
ceeded  to  the  attack  of  the  other  post  in  the  convent  of  San  Francisco  ^ 
and  having  gained  possession  of  it,  together  with  the  other  fortiiied 
poitsin  tjhe  saburb*  the  left  wing  of  the  besiegers  immediately  ma<le 
lodgeoient then^  by  which  the  waKkf;9n 'the  kftwefacofopUtelyrsef* 
ciifttd  ftom  the  fircTof  the  enemy.  On 
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The  main  body  of  the  French  arftiy  4id  not  receive* 
intelligence  of  these  operations  unmoved  j  and  Lord. 
Wellington  received  information  of  their  preparingihe 
assemblage  of  troops  at  Salamanca  to  a  certain  extent ; 
this,  however,  only  hastened  his  operatiouH,  and  made 
him  persevere  in  the  si^ge  with  redoubled  vigour. 

The 


On  the  15th»  the  besiegers  began  to  complete  their  second  paral- 
lel, and  the  communications  with  that  %vork,  and  also  to  commence 

» 

their  approach  by  sap  to  the  crest  of  the  glacis:  and  on  that  night 
they  advanced  from  the  left  of  the  first  parallel  down  the  slope  of  the 
hill  towards  the  convent  of  San  Francisco,  to  a  situation  from  which 
the  walls  of  the  fausse  braye,  and  of  the  toWn>  were  seen,  on  v^hich  a 
battery  of^  seven  guns  was  constructed,  whose  £re  was  commenced  oa 
the  l8th. 

In  the  mean  time  the  batteries  in  the  first  parallel  continued  their 
iSre ;  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  cannonade  had  not  only  coa- 
siderably  injured  the  defence  of  the  place,  byt  had  made  breaches  in 
the  fausse  braye  wall,  and  in  the  body  of  the  place,  which  were  consi- 
dered practicable ;  whilst  the  battery  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  which 
had  been  opened  on  the  preceding  day,  had  been  equally  efficient  still 
further  to  the  left,  and  opposite  to  the  suburb x>f  San  Francisco. 
,  Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  order  tostop  the  unnecessary  effii^ 
sion  of  blood,  by  a  prolongation  of  the  siege,  Lord  Wellington  Iminet 
diately  determined  to  storm  the  place,  notwithstanding  that  the  ap- 
proaches had  not  been  brought  to  the  crest  of  the  glacis,  and  evea 
though  the  counterscarp  of  the  ditch  was  stHl  entire;  but  these  obsta- 
cles were  but  trjfies  in  the  way  of  British  ardour  and  intrepidity. 

Agreeably  to  this  determination,  the  grand  assault  was  made  on  the 
evening  of  the  lOth  in  five  separate  columns,  consisting  of  the  troops  of 
the  3d  and'  light  divisions,  and  of  Brlgadter-General  Pack's  brigade* 
The  two  light  columns  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  OToole,  of 
ihe  Sd  Portuguese  Cagadores,  and  Major  Ridge  of  the  Sth  regiment, 
trere  destined  to  protect  the  advance  of  Major-General  MackinnoQ,'s 
brigade,  forming  the  third,  to  the  top  of  the  breach  in  the  fausse  braye 
wall ;  and  all  those,  being  Gom|x>sed  of  troops  of  the  3d  division,  were 
aoder  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Picttfn. 

The  fourth  column  consisting  of  the  43d  and  5M  regiments,  and 
part  of  the  95th  regiment,  being  of  the  Hght  division  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Major-General  Craufurd,  attacked  the  breaches  on  the  ltd,  in 
^ont  of  the  suburb  of  S,an  Francisco,  and  covered  the  left  of  the  at- 
tack by  the  principal  breach  by  the  troops  of  the  3d  division ;  and  Bri* 
gadier-General  Pack  was  destined  with  his  brigade,  forming  the  Sth 
colli  nib,  to  make  a  false  attack  upon  the  southern  face  of  the  fort. 
t  Besides  these  five  coJum lis,  the  95th  regiment,  belonging  to  the  3d 
iinsiaa^  descended  into  thtt  ditch,  in  two  columns,  oo  the  right  ol 

.      .    .  •  Major* 
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The  capture  of  this  place  .was  of  great  importance 
to  the  cause  of  the  allies  ;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  ob* 
serve,  that  the  people  of  Castile  contemplated  the! 
operations  with  great  interest,  and  afforded  much  as- 
sistance upon  all  occasions.  The  militiiry  efforts  of 
the  Spaniards  too  were  of  some  considerable  utility ; 
for  the  Marshal  del  Campo^  Don  Carlos  d'Espagne, 
and    Don  Julian   Sanchez^   observed  the  enemy's 

move- 


nMMi**»i 


Major-General  Mackinfion's  brigade,  with  a  view  to  protect  the  de-* 
scent  of  that  body  ioto  the  ditch^  and  its  attack  of  the  breach  in  the 
fausse  braye,  against  the  obstacles  which  his  Lordship  supposed  the 
fneoiy  would  perhaps  construct  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  brigade 
in  that  particular  quarter. 

In  every  arrangement  for  this  awful  business,  the  comprehensive 
Biincl  of  the  commander-in-chief  most  powerfully  shews  itself.  Every 
thing  was  foreseen,  every  thing  provided  for ;  nothing  was  left  for  the 
officers  and  troops  but  to  execute ;  yet  to  one  division  of  them  wa 
must  allow  the  credit  of  having  done  even  more  than  their  general 
required,  or  that  even  Wellington  himself  had  calculated  on.  Foe 
his  Lordship  himself  observed  that  all  the  attacks  had  succeeded,  but 
that  Brigadier-General  Pack  had  even  surpassed  bis  expectations,  har« 
ing  converted  his  false  attack  into  a  real  one,  his  advanced  guard  under 
the  gallant  Major  Lynch,  having  followed  the  enemy's  troops  from  the 
advanced  works  into  the  fausse  bray,  where  they  made  prisoners  ail 
who  opposed  them ! 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  and  iheawfiil  moment  of  advance  ar- 
rived, for  such  it  is  even  to  the  bravest,  the  troops  pushed  on  for  the 
principal  breach,  when  MajorRidgeof  the  Qd  battalion  of  the  5 tli  regi* 
ment  with  his  gallant  party,  escaladed  the  fausse  braye  wall,  and  storm- 
ed rapidly  through  the  breach  into  the  body  of  the  place.  He  was  ac« 
Qompanied  by  the  D4th  regiment  under*  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Campbell,  which  had  moved  along  the  ditch  at  thesametime, 
and  had  stormed  the  breach,  in  the  fausse  bray,  both  in  front  of  Ma- 
jor-General Mackipnon's  brigade.  By  these  rapid  movements  these 
two  gallant  regiments  not  only  eifectually  covered  the  advance  from 
the  trenches  of  the  brigade  under  the  Major-General,  but  also  pro- 
ceeded the  brigade  in  its  point  of  attack. 

Major-Qeneral  Craufufd,  and  Major-General  Wandeleur,  and  the 
troops  of  the  light  division  on  the  left,  were  at  this  moment  very  for- 
ward on  that  side ;  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  from  the  commenee- 
ment  of  the  assault,  the  troops  were  in  possession  of,  and  formed  on,  the 
ramparts  of  the  place,  each  body  contiguous  to  the  other  ;  when  the 
enemy  submitted,  having  sustained  a  very  serious  loss  in  the  contest. 

The  British  loss  as  migiit  naturally  be  expected,  was  also  very  se- 
vere. 
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movements  beyood  the  Tormes  daring  the  siege,  mnd 
shewed  iheiui^elye.s  worthy  t>f  tlue  assistancd  afforded^ 
tberp  hy  iW  gallant  British  army* 

Tha  ave^t^  qf  the  si^gfe  also  pnt  in  possessiaii  of 
^be  British  qp wards  €»f  o.ne  huDdted  and  ivfty-thrM 
places  of  oriinancet  laeluding  ihe  heairy  traia  belong* 

Yere,  particularly  in  officers  of  high  rank  and  estimation  among  their 
fellow-soldiers  ;  for  ihey  had  gallantly  led  in  the  very  face  of  the  £re. 
The  bra^e  Major-General  Mackinnon  was  unfortunately  blown  up 
by  the  accidental  explosion  of  one  of  the  enemy's  expense  magazines, 
close  t«  the  the  breach,  afiter  he  had  gallantly  and  success! tely  led  the 
troops  undeir  his  command  to  the  assault.*^ 

M^or« 

*  Major-General  H^eory  M aoki anon  mtL9  another  gallant  ^on  of  ^Oh 
tia>  by  descent,  tlK>u)i(b  actually  born  in  Hampshire,  in  1773. 

He  receiveilan  academical  education  at  the  military  college  of  Tour* 
Boy  in  France,  going  thereat  twelve  years  of  age;  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able circuiDslanfce  that,  during  his  vacations  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
fiM'iningao  early  acquaintance  with  the  present  ruler  of  France,  who 
vrm  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  house  of  his  family,  residing  at  that  time 
in  the  adjoining  province  of  Dauphiny. 

After  a  progress  in  classical  and  military  learning,  the  most  flattering, 
he  entered  the  army  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  served  as  a 
subaltern  for  three  years  in  the  43d  ;  and,  after  raising  an  independant 
company,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  he  exchanged  from' 
theUneto  the  Coldstream  guards.  In  Ireland  be  served  as  major 
of  brigade  to  Sir  George  Nugent,  and  was  very  active  in  several  ac- 
tions wrth  the  rebels,  particularly  at  Antrim  and  Ballinahioch,  where 
he  first  had  an  Opportunity  of  displaying  that  iprlitary  spirit  of  gal- 
lantry, which  raised  him  so  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  army. 

To  Holland  he  went  with  the  Duke  of  York,  and  was  present  at  all 
the  actions  which  took  place  during  that  expedition ;  and  in  one  instance 
in  particular,  on  the  retreat  of  the  British  army,  had  an  opportunity  of, 
displaying  some  traits  of  courage  and  skilful  conduct  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Coldstream'  guards,  in  checking  the  advance  of  a  muck 
superior  body  of  the  enemy. 

At  the  assault  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  his  post  ^vas  to  storm  the  centre 
breach ;  but  the  enemy  having  sprung  a  mine,  just  as  he  reached 
the  top  of  the  parapet,  he  was  seen  no  more  until  the  morning, 
when  his  body  was  found  wounded  and  scorched  on  the  back  of  the 
head.  * 

He  married  Miss  Catherine  Call,  daughter  of  the  late  baronet  of 
that  name,  and  left  her  pregnant  of  her  third  child'to  lament  the  loss 
•f  an  amiable  and  gallant  husband  !  ^  Major* 
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irtg  to  the  French  amiy,  togrether  with  immense 
quantities  of  anfiaiimitioD  and  stores  t  and  theri  were 
surrendered  with  theg^oyerhorj  Genernl  Barrier,  aboTe 
seventy  eight  officer^,  aad  seventeen  hundred  mes, 
prisvOiiers« 

On  the  24tb  of  January  the  grallant  Oeneral  Graa^* 
furd^  died  of  his.tfoandsi  lamented  by  thd  army,  and 

regretted 


*  i,t  •  nt  l^V  r,r ' 


Msrjor- Genera  I  Crstbfurd  al^  received  a  severe  wound  whilst  leading 
dn  %ist  right  division  to  t^Yefetorm  ;  dnd  Majof-Oeherdr  Vand^letir  alisc^ 
iH^aswoundedi  butitoti^.Uvertly,  lior  ««i»td  IM  ^liil  th«  Md  u6til  tlia 
business  was  over. ,      x        : »    •    ':  >  * 

•  To  these  we  must  ada  Lieuteinant-Colonel  Colbouroe;  as  well  a9 
Major  George  Napier,  ^ho  led  the  sloniiing  pnrty  of  the  light  divi- 
ailoti;  and  aat  wouhded  o/»  the  top  6f  the  breach.  To  detaii  the  va- 
rious acts  of  gaJlantry,  or  perseverance,  and  of  personal  skill  ahd  acti* 
vity,  displayed  in  this  whole  siege^  and  in  the  assault,  would  be 
Dot  only  to  name  every  regiment  prei^ent,  but  almost  to^ enumerate 
•very  individual  engaged.  In  thisr  a$  on  alt  oth^  oecasiOfrs,  where  his 
services  could  be  tisefnl  to  his  country.  General-  Ghiham  particularly 
distinguished  himself,  arnd«  lo  iiitti  the  com  naandeNirt- chief  acknow* 
iedged  himself  partlc^ularly  indebted — bbt  it  is  sufficient  to^ay  of  the 
whole,  in  the  words  ^f  tbe  cofifimamJer*in-chrrf,  that  nothing  could 
exceed  the  gallantry,  whith  Wbioh  the  brave  officers  and  men  advanced, 
and  accomplished  the  difficult  operations  allotted  to  them,  in  the  Assault 
in  particular,  ilotwUhltanding  that  alt  their  leaders  had  fallen. 

;  Tbe  British  loss  was  ti4«  e^fic^rs  add  64men  kilted;  eleven  offidefs 
and  13^  nrten  wounded* 

The  skill  and  eooduct  of  fh^  Engineers  and  arttllefy  wsls  Hkewis^ 
ooDspleuous ;  and  we  may  had,  that  whilst  the  remembrance  of  the 
siege  of  Ciuda<i  Rodrigo  hves  in  history,  the  m\  of  our  inimitatle 
dramatist  Foote,  in  his  Mayor  of  Garrat,  will  Ire  no  longer  applicable  to 
I^qfor  Sturgeon,  as  the  modern  gallan^officerof  that  name,  of  the  rojral 
staff  corps,  by  h^  skill  and  gallantry  has  completply  neutralized  it ! 

-  *Maj»>r  Oeneral  Robert  Craufurd  entered  the  army  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  as  eilsi^  in  the  21st  foot,  then  comaiarided  by  that 
CMceikentoffipcer,  Sir  Charles. Stewart,  who  soon  dtscox'-el-ed  in  him  great 
talcDts»  and  uncommon  energy  of  character,  which,  joined  to  an  en-' 
tbusiastic  love  of  his  profession,  and  clese  application  to  military  stu- 
dies, attracted  Sir  Charles's  particular  notice,  atid  laid  the  foundation 
of  that  friendship^  which  he  ever  afterwards  bore  him.  ^ 

Having  served  four  years  in  the  5 1st,  he  obtained  the  rstnk  of  caplafti' 
ID  the  75th,  and  went  to  Gecmsiny  to  pt^secute  his  military  studies  on 
^  more 'extensive  Scale. 
gc  iris  iioiUr  appooated  senioi'caAtahi  of  the  75th  rcglmertt,  and  went 

.  '  '  .  with 
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regretted  by  the  Commander-in-^Chief :  and  on  the 
*9th  Lord  Wellington  received  intelligence  of  Mar- 
shal Marmont  having  arrived  at  Salamanca  seven 
days  previous,  where  six  divisions  of  the  army  of 
Portugal  were  collected  on  the  two  succeeding  days. 
As  yet,  the  French  did  not  venture' to  advance; 
bot  General  Sonham*s  division,  with  about  six  hun- 
dred cavalry  and  some  artillery,  were  sent' as  far  as 
Matilla,  and  patroled  in  advauc;e  to  San  Munez  and 
Tamames ;  but  this  movement  was  merely  to  ascer- 
tain the  fact  of  the  fall  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  when  they 
thought  proper  immediately  to  return  to  the  Tormes. 
His  Lordship,  however,  for  the  present,  took  no 
notice  of  these  demonstrations,  but  contented  him<i 
self  with  repairing  the  damage  which  the  British 

fire 


^illi  it  to  India*  when  the  Colonel,  Sir  Robert  Abercrombie,  bdng 
Governor  of  Bombaj,  and  the  Major,  the  present  Sir  Samuel  Auch* 
muty,  being  hia  milttary  secretary.  Captain  Craufurd  bad  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  during  the  campaign  of.JTOO— 91,  against  Tip* 
poo  Saib,  on  the  JMalabar  coast,  where  he  gained  credit  fur  the  order 
in  which  he  had  the  corps,  though  by  some  censured  for  being  too 
stiMch  of  the  Martinet. 

Most  certainly  nothing  could  be  more  distinct  than  the  regulations 
of  the  73d  commanded  by  Colonel  Balfour,  and  the  75th,  wh<!n  in 
garrison  afterwards  at  Bombay,  when  the  former  regiment  was  exer* 
cised  in  the  morning,  but  never  permitted  to  remain  on  the  parade 
after  the  sun  became  powerful ;  and  their  evening  parade  was  always 
in  cotton  trowsers  and  jackets,  the  men  being  afterwards  encouraged 
to  amuse  themselves  by  sports  and  manly  exercises  ;  whilst  the  latter 
regiment  was  always  in  full  dress,  and  much  more  exposed  to  the  sun ; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  dilTerence  in  their  sick  lists  was  very  manifest. 

Notwithstanding  this,  which  might  have  arisen  fr6m  error  in  judg- 
ment, it  was  impossible  for  any  officer  to  be  more  attentive  to^the 
wants  of  his  men,  or  more  anxious  to  see  justice  done  to  them  on  alt 
occasions;  and  though  their  time  was  perhaps  more  taken  up  in  the 
minuts  of  military  cleanliness,  yet  this  no  doubt  tended  ynuch  to 
,  keep  them  out  of  the  arrack  houses.  In  Ireland  he  served  as  Quar- 
ter-Master Genera),  in  1798 ;  to  the  Austrian  army  he  was  sent  on  a 
military  mission  in  1799 ;  and  afterwards  he  was  Quarter-Af  aster*Gfr* 
neral  with  the  Duke  of  York  in  Holland.  At  Bueuos  Ay  res,  he  was 
obliged  to  surrender  after  a  gallant  defence  of  a  convent;  be  haa 
since  been  always  on  active  service,  commanding  the  light  division  in 
all  the  campaigns  of  the  Peninsula. 
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fke  had   done  to  the  works,  and   in  a  short  time  put 
the  whole  place  in  a  good  state  of  defence. 

The  impression  made  at  home  by  this  acquisition 
was  very  great,  ^s  it  i^hewej  that  the  conduct^  the 
prudence,  and  the  gallantry  of  Lo4*d  Wellington, 
had  so  far  operated  in  favour  of  the  general  cause  as 
to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  even'  whilst  he  was  be- 
sieging their  most  important  depots^  whilst  the  inac- 
tivity of  the  French,  and  their  inability  to  march  to 
the  defence  of  so  important  an  object,  clearly  shewed 
the  manifest  superiority  of  the  allies,  in  consequence 
of  the  judicious  n^easures  of  th^e  noble  Commander-* 
in-Chief. 

Nor  was  he  permitted  to  go  unrewarded,  as  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  immediately  cre- 
ated him  £arl  of  Wellington  in  addition  to  his  other 
titles  and  honours.  On  this  occasion  to^r  Vith  a  just 
attention  to  military  merit,  His  Royal  Highness  no- 
ticed his  brave  cfbmpanions  in  arms,  nominating  Lieu- 
tenant«*Generals  Graham  and  Hill,  as  knights  of  the 
most  honourable  Order  of  the  Bath. 
♦  Towards  the  middle  of  February  some  movements 
on  the  part  of  the  French  took  place,  two  divisions 
of  the  army  of  Portugal  together  with  .General 
Montbrnn's  cavalry  having  advanced  to  the  Tagus 
on  the  vicinity  of  Talavera  and  Toledo  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  General *Bonnet  Was  obliged  to  evacqate 
the  Asturias,  suffering  qonsiderably  in  this  operation, 
«ot  only  from  the  whether,  but  also  from  thp  attacks 
of  a  detachment  of  the  army  of  Gallicia  and  of  Gene** 
raj  Porlier's  corps. 

The  Guerilla  parties  also  continue  to  increase 
and  their  operations  became  every  day  of  more  im- 
portance ;  particularly  that  active  partizan  Saomi}* 
.who  about  this  tinie  was  powerful. qpppgh  to  intei> 
cept  the  communications  of  the  ^rmy  of  Portugal 
in  ^Upper  Castile,  near  Medina  del  Campo,  where 
)ie  took  a  ^considerable  number  of  prisoners  ; 
.mrhjlst  the  party  of  Cueista,  another  partizan,. attack- 

19.  3  k  ed 
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ed  a  largre  body  of  French  infantry  which  had  crossed 
the  Tictar,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  with  consider- 
able loss. 

A  most  important  era  in  the  Spanish  cause  was 
now  advancing,  by  the  siege  and  storming  of  Bada joz 
whicb  commenced  on  the  16th  of  March,  and  was  car- 
ried by  escdade  and  assault  on  the  6th  of  April,  dis- 
playing a  degree  of  gallantry  and  perseverance,  equal 
to  any  thing  of  ancient  or  modern  times^^ 

It 


♦  The  operations  of  the  siege  continued  from  the  20th  of  March 
until  the  2^th,  notwithstanding  the  badness  of  the  weather.  On  that 
daj»  theassailanta  opened  their  (ire  from  twenty-eightpieces  of  ordnance 
in  six  batteries,  in  the  first  parallel  ;  two  of  which  were  intended  ^o 
fire  upon  the  outwork,  called  La  Picurina,  and  the  other  four  to  enfi- 
lade or  destroy  the  defences  of  the  fort  on  the  side  attacked. 

As  the  speedl)(  surrender  of  the  place  was  of  importance  to  (he  uT* 
terior  destination  of  the  army,  Lord  Wellington  in  the  evening  of  the 
25th  directed  Majbr-General  Kempt,  who  commanded  in  the  trenches 
on  that  afternoon,  to  attack  La  Picurina  by  storm,  as  socMnasitwas 
dark ;  and  this  reserve  was  performed  m  the  most  judicious  and  gallant 
manner. 

The  assault  "was  made  by  five  hundred  men  of  the  3d  division  form* 
ed  into  three  detachments  ;  the  right  under  the  command  of  Major 
Shaw  of  the  T't-th  ;  the  centre  under  the  Hon.  Captain  Powis  of  the 
83d  ;  and  the  left  under  Major  Rudd  of  the  77th  regiments.  In  this 
Iprilliant  little  affair,  the  communication  between  the  outwork  and  the 
body  of  the  place  was  entered' on  its  right  and  feft,  by  the  right  and 
left  detachments,  each  consisting  of  two  h«ndred  men;  half  of  each 
•f  which  detachments  protected  the  assault  from  sallies  from  the  fort, 
whilst  the  others  attacked  the  work  itself  in  its  gorge. 

It  was  first  entered,  however,  by  the  centre  detachment  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Captain  Powis,  who 
cscaladed  the  work  at  the  salient  angle,  at  a  point  at  which  the  palisades 
had  been  injured  by  our  fire;  that  gallant  officer  himself  being  the  fTnt 
to  mount  the  parapet  by  the  sealing  ladders,  in  spite  of  a  wound  he 
there  received. 

It  appeared,  however,  that  the  detachments,  which  attached  the 
irork  by  the  gorge,  had  the  most  serious  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
ms  it  was  closed  by  not  less  than  three  rows  Of  strong  palisades,  defended 
by  musquetry,  and  a  place  of  arms  for  the  garrison,  niusquet  proof, 
and  loop  holed  throughout.  When  the  attack  on  the  salie&t  angle  how- 
ever succeeded,  the  whole  got  into  the  work. 

The  enemy's  garrison  in  this  outwork  consisted  o^  two  hundred  and 
ifty  men,  w\ih  seven  piecM  of  artillery  under  Golonel  Gaspard  Thferj 
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It   must  not  be   forgotten  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  arduous   business.    Lord  Wellington  had  gre^it 

3  K  2  difficulties 


of  the  Etat  Major  of  the  army  of  the  south  ;  but  very  few,  if  any 
escaped.  The  Colonel  himself,  three  other  officers,  and  eighty-six 
men,  were  t?Jcen  prisoners,  aod  the  remainder  were  either  killed  by  the 
assailants^  or  drowned  in  the  inundation  of  the  river^  Eivella«. 

During  this  business,  the  enemy  made  a  sortie  from  the  raVelin  call* 
ed  San  Roque,  either  with  a  view  to,  recover  La  Picurioa,  or  to  pro- 
tect the  retreat  of  the  garrison;  but  they  were itn mediately  driven  io 
by  the  detachments  stationed  in  the  communication  to  protect  the 
work. 

On  this  occasion  the  cool  and  persevering  gallaatry  of  ihe'troops 
employed  was  highly  praiseworthy,  but  the  strength  of  the  work  itself 
vras  the  best  proof  of  their  merits :  and  it  Is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the 
leader  of  each  detachment  was  wounded,  yet  without,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  discomposing  the  men.  The  only  ofEoer  killed  was  Brigadier- 
Major  Wilde,  who  unfortunately  fell^  by  a  connon-shot>  after  the  work 
\ras  carried. 

The  advanced  parties  of  the  assailants  were  now  established  in  La 
Picurioa ;  and,  on  the  night  of  the  25th,  the  second  parallel  was  opened 
.  nvithin  three  hundred  yards  of  the  body  of  the  place,  in  which  two  ad- 
ditional  batteries  were  immediately  commenced. 

Notwithstanding  the  un-favourable  state  of  the  whether,  the  exertions 
of  this  gallant  army  were  unremitting ;  and  that  too  under  many  disad- 
vantages, particularly  from  the  overflowing  of  the  river  Guadiana  on  the 
5^d  of  the  /iiontb,  when,  in  spite  of  all  precautions,  the  biidgeof  pon- 
toons was  carried  away,  and  th^  flying  bridges  so  much  inj^ired  as  al- 
most to  be  rendered  useless. 

During  all  this  time  the  French  army  were  completely  kepi  in  check 
by  the  British  detachments.  General  Drouet  indeed  bad  his  troops  on 
the  line  between  Madellin  on  the  Guadiana,  and  Zalamea  delaSerina. 
and  LJerena,  apparently  with  a  view  of  keeping  open  the  communi- 
cation between  the  army  of  the  south  and  the  divisions  of  the  army  of 
Portugal  stationed  onthe  Tagus;  but  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Thomas 
Graham  on  the  25th  nnade  a  movement  towards  Llerena,  uhl^n  the 
enemy's  force  consisting  of  three  battalions  of  infantry,  and  two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry,  having  gqt  intelligence  of  his  march,  thought  proper 
to  retire  to  the  uiountains  during  the  night. 

In  order  to  keep  them  further  in  check.  Sir  Rowland  Hill  likewise 
sent  a  detachment  to  LaGuareua,  and  marched  hiipself  u|)on  Medeilin 
in  order  to  co-operate  with  Sir  Thorny*  Grahan)^^ 

On 

*  About  this  period,  at  home,  an  act  was  passed  for  settling  and 
securing  a  handsome  annuity  on  Earl  Wellington  and  the  txvo  next 
persons  to  whom  the  title  of  Earl  Wellington  shall  ^es^f  nd,  i  coosi* 
^ratioB  of  bis  eminent  8|[rvices« 
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difficulties   to  contend  with  in   consequence  of   the 
total  failure  of  the  civil  authorities  of  the  province  of 

AlantejOy 


On  the  30th  of  March  the  British  fire  was  opened  from  tw^nty-siif 
pieces  of  cannon  in  the  second  parallel,  to  breach  the  face  of  the  bas« 
tion  aUthe  south-east  angle  of  the  fort  called  La  Trinidad,  and  the 
flank  of  the  bastion  by  which  that  fence  was  defended,  called  Santa 
Maria;  and  the  fire  from  thence  was  continued  for  four  days  with  great  . 
effect.  Previous  to  this,  on  the  night  of  the  29th,  the  garrison  made  a 
sortie  upon  the  troops  of  General  Hamilton's  divisioni  which  invested 
the  place  on  the  right  of  the  Guadiana  ;  but  they  were  immediately 
driven  in  with  considerable  loss.  The  operation^  too  were  considerably 
ielieved  by  the  enemy's  army  being  kept  \n  check  by  the  detachments 
under  General  Graham  and  Hilt,  who,  having  united,  obliged  the 
Trench  to  retire  by  the  different  roads  to  Cordova, -with  the  exceptioa 
of  a  smaJi.body  of  infantry  and  cavalry^  w)iich  remained  at  2raiamea 
^e  la  Serina  in  front  of  Belalcazer. 

During  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  April,  -the  fire  of  the  British  batteries 
vas  continued  against  the  face  of  the  bastion  of  La  Trinidad,  and  the 
flank  of  the  bastion  of  Santa  Maria  ;  and  on  the  fourth  another  battery 
of  SIX  guns  bad  been  open(*d  in  the  -morning,  in  the  second  parallel, 
against  the  shoulder  of  the  ravelin  St.  Roqu^  and  the  wall  in  its  gorge. 
By  this  constant,  heavy,  and  well   directed  cannonade,  practicable 
breaches  were  effected  in  the  bastions  of  Trininad  and  Santa  Maria, 
as  early  as  the  evening  ot  the  fifth  ;  but  his  lordship,  on  reconnoitring 
observed  that  the  enefpy  had  entrenched  the  bastion  of  La  Trinidad, 
and  also  that  the  most  formidable  preparations  were  making  for  the  de« 
fence  of  the  breach  in  that  bastion,  as  well  as  of  that  in  the  bastion 
of  Santa  Maria  ;  he,  therefore,  determined,  in  order  to  spare  the  lives 
of  his  people,  to  delay  the  assault  for  a  day  longer,  and  to  turn  all  the 
guns  in  the  batteries  in  the  second  parallel  on  the  curtin  of  La  Trinidad 
in  hopes  that,   by  effecting  a  third  breach,  the  troops  would  be  enabled 
to  turn  the  enemy's  works  for  the  defence  of  the  other  two,  the  attack 
of  which  would  besides  be  connected  by  the  troops  destined  to  assault 
the  breach  in  the  curtin. 

A  heavy  fire  now  took  this  new  direction,  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
sixth  this  third  breach  was  effected  ;  and  the  fire  of  the  face  of  the 
bastion  of  Santa  Maria,  and  fhe  flank  of  the  bastion  of  La  Trinada4 
b(ing  overcome.  Lord  Wellington  determined  to  attack  the  plape  that 
night. 

^During  this  period,  the  6th. division,  under Lieutenant*GeneralLeitb, 
which  had  left  Castile  only  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  but  lately 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Batlajoz,  had  been  hitherto  kept  in  reserve  ; 
but  on  this  evening  they  were  brought  up  to  service. 

Weighing  every  circmnstance  with  the  due  precision,  and  observing 
every  thing  with  a  soldier's  eye,   and  at  ilie  same  time  securing  the 
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^I^ntejo,  tu  perform  their  dutj ,  and  to  supply  the  ar-" 
my  with  means  of  transport ;  the^e  difficulties  con- 
tinued 


general  safety  of  his  troops,  by  attacking  with  a  preponderating  farc9 
his  Lordship  now  laid  down  a  most  admirable  plan,  which  was  that 
liieutenaiit- General  Picton  should  attack  tlie  castle  of  fiadajozi  by  es* 
fcalatle,  with,  the  third  dii'bion  ;  and  a  detachment  from  the  guard 
in  the  trenches,  furnished  that  evening  by  the  4th  division,  under 
Major  Wilson  of  the  48th  regiment,  should  attack  the  ravelin  of  San 
Ro^ne  upon  his  left ;  while  the  4th  division  under  the  Honourable 
Major^General  Colville,  and  the  light  division ^under  Lieutenant* 
jColonel  Barnard,  should  attack  the  breaches  in  the  bastions  of  La. 
Trinidad  and  Santa  Maria^  and  in  the  curtin  by  .which  they  are  con- 
nected. \ 

In  furtherance  of  thi«  design,  the  5th  division  were  to  occupy  th« 
ground  which  the  4th  and  light  diviuons  had  occupied  during  the  siefi^t 
and  Lieutenant  General  Leith  was  to  make  a  false  attack  upon  theout'^ 
york  called  Pardelleras,  and.  another  in  the  works  of  the  fort  towardi 
.the  Guadiana,  with  the  left  brigade  of  the  division,  under  Majoi>Ge^ 
neral  Walker,  which  he  was  to  turik  into  a  real  attack,  if  circumstdncet 
should  prove  favourable  ;*  and  Brigadier-General  Power,  who  invested 
the  place  with  his  Portuguese  brigade  in  the  right  of  the  Gkiadiana^ 
was  directed  to  make  false  attacks  on  the  tefe  du  pont,  (be  fort  of  SfUK 
€hristovaL  and  the  new  redoubt  called  Monceeur, 

Every  thing  being  arranged  for  this  awful  and  important  event,  the 
assault comtneoced  at  ten  at  night,  Lieutenant-General  Picton  preced* 
ingj  by  a  feW  minutes,  the  attack  by  the  remainder  of  the  troops.  Thit 
attack  was  led  by  Major-General  Kempt,  from  tlie  rightof  the  first  pa- 
rallel ;  h|  was  unfortunately  wounded  in  crossing  the  Rivellas  below 
the  inundation  ;  but  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  and  the  bbsti- 
nate  resistance  of  the  enemy,  the  castle  was  carried  by  escalade,  and 
the  3d  division  established  in  it  about  have  past  eleven.  ^ 

Whilst  this  attack  was  going  on,  Major  Wilson  of  the48tti  regiment 
carried  the  ravelin  of  San  Boque  by  the  gorge,  with  a  detachment  of 
two  hundred  men  of  the  guard  in  the  trenches ;  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  Major  Squire  of  the  engineers,  established  himself  in  that  work^ 

The  4th  and  light  divisions  moved  to  the  attack  from  thecamp^ 
along  the  left  of  the  river  Rivellas  and  of  the  intindation.-  They  were 
not  perceived  by  the  enemy  until.they  reached  the  covered  way,  and 
tiie  advanced  guards  of  the  two  divisions  descended  without  diificultr 

into 

.  *  It  is  an  old  observation  in  the  service  that  every  day  a  soldier  or 
jiailor  has  something  to  learn.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  on  the 
present  occasion,  where  we  see  the  gallant  and  judicious  W^IHogton 
availing  himself  of  past  experience  during  the  attack  on  Ciodad  Rodri- 
^o,  when  general  Pack's,  brigade  so  spiritedly  turned  a  feint  into  a  real 
attack,  and  thereby  facilitated  the  reduction  of  the  place^  apd  tendea 
tosayc  the  further  effusion  of  bfood. 
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tiDued  also  to  exist  even  afterwards,   with  tbeexeep* 

tipo  pf  General  Vicjtorea,  the  Governor  of  Elvas^  who, 

t      ^  together 

into  f be  ditch,  protected  by  the  fire  of  the  parties  stationed  oq  the 
^ci»  for  that  purpose  ;  and  tbey  advanced  to  the  assault  of  the 
breaches,  led  by  their  gallant  ofEcers,  ivith  the  utmost  intrepidity  ; 
but  such  was  the  nature  of  the  obstacles  prepared  by  the  enemy  at  the 
top  and  behind  the  breaches,  and  so  determined  their  assistance,  that 
Ibe  Bciti^b  troops  on  this  particular  service  were  unable  to  establish 
themselves  within  tJie  place.  Many  brave  officers  and  soldiers  were 
killed  and  wounded  by  explosions  at  the  top  of  the  breaches  ;  others 
who  succeeded  to  them  were  obliged  tOvgive  w9y,  having  found  it  iro- 
jnasible  to  penetrate  the  obstacles  which  the  enemy  had  prepared  to 
iivpede  their  progress. 

These  gallant  but  ineffectual  attempts  were,  however,  obstinately  and 
resolutely  persevered  in  until  after  midnight,  when  Lord  Wellington, 
i|b^  was  on  the  spot,  finding  that  success  in  this  quarterns  not  to  be 
sltained,  and  that  General  Picton  was  established  in  the  castle,  imme* 
diately  ordered  these,  the  4th  and  light  divisions,  to  retire  to  the  ground 
on  which  they  had  assembled  for  the  attack. 

In  the  mean  time  Major-General  Leith  had  pushed  forward  Major- 
General  Walker's  brigade  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  38th  regime&t 
VBdef  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nugent,  and  the  15th  Portuguese  regiment 
iipder  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Regoa  ;  and  he  had  made  a  false  attack 
upon  the  Pardeleras  with  the  8th  Ca^adores  under  Major  Hill.  Major 
General  Walker  forced  the  barrier  on  the  road  to  Olivenza,  and  entered 
the  covered  yay  on  the  left  of  the  bastion  of  St.  Vicente,  close  to  the 
Quadiana.  He  there  descended  into  the  ditch,  and  escaladed  the  face 
mS  that  bastion.  > 

Lieutenant-General  Leith  supported  this  attack  by  the  58th  regiment 
and  the  Uth  Portuguese  regiment  ;  and  the  troops  being  thus  esta^ 
biished  in  the  castle,  which  commands  all  the  works  ot  the  town,  and 
in  the  town,  and  the  4th  and  light  divisions  b^ing  formed  again  for  the 
attack  of  the  breaches,  all  resistance  ceased;  and  at  daylight  the 
governor.  General  Philippon,  who  bad  Tetired  to  San  Christoval,  sur- 
rendered, together  with  Genei;a]  Verlande,  and  all  the  staff  and  garrison. 

Though  Lord  M^llington  had  fbund  it  impossible  to  get  correct  ac- 
counts of  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  yet  he  was  informed  by  Gene- 
ral Philippon,  that  it  consisted  of  five  thousand  men  at  the  commence- 
ment p{  the  siege,  of  whom  twelve  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded 
d^iring  the  operations,  independent  of  those  who  fell  in  the  assault  of  the 
pla^.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  number  must  have  been  greater^ 
for  there  were  upwards  of  four  thousand  prisoners  taken ;  and  the  gar* 
rison  at  first  had  consisted  of  five  French  battalions,  besides  two  of 
the  regiment  of  Ilesse  d'Armstadt,  as  well  as  the  artillery,  engineerS| 

j&C.  &c. 

The  conduct  of  this  British  troops  during  the  hazardous  service  was 
abpve  all  praise ;  indeed  Lord  Wellington  himself  obsiMTv^d  that  be 
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together  with  the  troop;)  under  hii$  ootnmnnd;  made 
every  exertion,  and  did  all  in  their  power,  to  cota^ 
tribute  to  the  general  success. 

These 


jc- 


was  anable  to  express  tbe  sense  which  lie  eQtertained  of  the  gallantiy 
of  both  officers  and  oieD  ;  adding,  however,  that  the  list  of  killed  azMl 
wouoded  would  shew  that  the  general  officers,  thesta/f  attached  to 
them,  thecommandihg,  and  other  officers  of  regiments,  had  put  daeoi- 
selves  at  the  bead  of  the  attacks  which  they  severely  directed,  aad  set 
the  example  of  gallantry  which  was  so  well  followed  ^y  their  raea*  To 
oame  all  who  fell,  or  who  distinguished  themselves  on  this  gallant  occa- 
sion, would  far  exceed  oar  limits  ;  yet  a  trihuteof  f^raise  is  flae  fo.^ 
few  of  the  leading  officers  for  their  bravery  and  skill. 

Sir  William  Beresford  was  partxciilarly  active  in  conducting  the  de-> 
tails  of  the  siege,  throughout  tlie  whole  of  the  arduous  hu^ness.  In  > 
the  trenches,  the  duties  were  succes^vely  conducted  by  the  Oqiumuv 
able  Major*General  Colville,  Major-General  Gowes,  and  Major-Ge« 
jieral  Kempt,  under  the  superintendaace  of  Lieutenant- General  Pic- 
ton:  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  these  officers  were  wounded 
in  the  assault.  To  Lieutenant-General  Picton,  in  particular,  the 
Commander-in  Chief  gave  great  praise,  not  only  for  the  manner  in. 
which  he  arranged  the  attack  of  the  castle,  but  also  for  that  in  which 
he  supported  that  attack,  and  established  his  troops  in  that  important 
post. 

Lieutenant-General  Leitb's  arrangements  for  the  fale  attack  cpoii 
the  Pardeleres,  and  that  under  Majoir^eoeral  Walker,  were  fikewise 
most  judicipus  ;  and  he  availed  himself  with  great  precision  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  moment,  to  push  forword  and  support  the  attack 
under  Major-General  Walker,  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  him. 
The  gallantry  and  conduct  of  Major-Cencral  Walker,  who  was  also 
wounded,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  tri)ops  under  his  command,  -vete 
highly  conspicuous.  The  arrangements  made  by  Major>General  Co!- 
Tille  drew  forth  great  praise  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  as  well  as 
his  gallant  mode  of  fading  on  the  4th  division  to  the  attack.  The 
light  division,  during  the  assault,  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant-Colondl 
Barnard,  who  distinguished  himself,  not  less  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  made  the  arrangements  for  that  operation,  than  by  his  personal 
gallantry  it  its  execution.  Almost  every  commanding  officer  of  regi- 
ments was  wounded,  to  which  we  must  add  Major-Genera!  Hervey  of 
the  Portuguese  service  commanding  a  brigade  in  the 4th  division,  along 
with  whom  wasEfigadler-General  Cbamptemond  who  commanded  the 
Portuguese  brigade  in  the  3d  division. 

Among  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  who  fell,  was  Lienle- 
nant-Coloriel  M'Leod  of  the  42d,  who  was  killed  in  the  breach  ;  in 
his  fallj,  as  Lor<i  Wellington  observed^  His  Majesty  sustained  the  fosi 
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The  operatioot  were  viewed  by  the  Ftenqh^  with 
rgrcat  Qneasinei^Sy  bpt  wkhoat  any  active  attem^it  on 

their 


of  an  officer  who  was  an  ornament  to  his  profession^  ami  was  capable  of 
'renderirtg  the  most  important  services  to  his  country. 

Lieuteliant-Colonel  Hidge  also,  of  the  5th,  whose  name  has  several 
times  been  mentioned  in  the  couwe  of  this  work,  fell  in  the  assault  of 
the  castle ;  along  with  him  was  the  gallant  and  youthful  Major  SiD|;er 
of  the  7th,  and  many  others. 

During  the  whole  of  the  siege,  the  services  of  '  the  engineering  and 

artillery  departments  were  highly  praiseworthy,  fully  equal  to  the  so 

much  boasted  exertions  of  those  branches  in  the  French  service,  if 

not  superior;  and  indeed   we  may  say  the  only  object  of  all  was 

to  excel. 

The  total  British  Ips^*  during  the  siege,  amounted  to  00  officers,  45 
Serjeants  715  rank  and  file  killed  ;  251  officers,  178  Serjeants;  14  drum- 
)ners,2564  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1  Serjeant,  52  rank  and  file  missing. 
On  the  side  of  the  Portuguese,  there  were  12  officers,  6  Serjeants,  2 
drummers,  and  195  rank  and  file  killed,  with  55  officers,  38  serjeants, 
3  drujpmers,  684  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  30  rank  and  file  missing. 
Making  in  the  whole  1035  killed,  and  3787  wounded  ;  betweea  the 
18th  of  March  and  the  7th  of  April.* 

0 

*  The  particulars  of  this  gallant  affair  have  been  well  described  by 
an  officer  on  the  spot ; — 

"  At  eight  o'clock  at  oigbt,  on  Monday  the  5th  of  April,  wc  weie 
formed  without  knapsacks,  and  in  half  an  hour  marched  in  an  indirect 
line  towards  the  town  under  strict  order,  *'  that  not  a  whisper  should 
he  heard"  Part  of  the  5th  division  were  to  attack  the  town  on  the 
south  side,  while  the  third  division,  to  which  I  was  s^ttached,  with 
their  ladders  were  to  scale  the  citadel,  and  the  rest  were  to  assault  the 
grand  breach. 

"  I  procured  a  soldiers  jacket,  a  firelock,  sixty  round  of  ball  car- 
tridge, and  was  on  the  right  of  my  company. 

'  **  But  before  I  proceed,  I  will  giv^  yon  some  information  which  I 
have  since  obtained,  to  shew  you  where*  and  to  what  we  weregoi^jig! 
The  governor  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  best  engineers  a  the  Frencli 
service,  and  he  has  so  proved  himself  ;  though  our  fire*  was  conOmied 
at  the  bKach  ;  be  had  pieces  of  wood  fastened  to  the  ground,  with 
tword  blades  and  bayonets  £xed  in  them  stajoding  outwards  ;  behind 
this  a  chevaux  de  f rise  was  chained  at  both  ends  across  the  breach,; 
the  beam  of  it  is  about  a  foot  square,  with  points  on  all  sides  projectii^ 
about  a  yard  from  the  centre,  and  behind  that  was  a  trench  four  feet 
wide  and  four  deep.  Covering  ail  these,  soldiers  were  planted  eight 
deep,  the  two  £rst  zanl^  to  fire  as  fastas  they  c«aid,  and  those  behUiid 
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theit-  part  to  frustrate  them.     Marshal  Soult,  indeed, 

left  Seville  on  the  first  of  April,  with  all  the  troops 

19.  3  L  ,  which 


to  load  for  them.    Thus  prepared  he  told  the  men,  '  if  they  stuck  to 
their  posts,  all  the  troops  in  the  world  could  not  enter.' 

*'  Trenches  were  also  dug  about  fifty  yards  round  the  breach  in  case 
we  did  get  in  !  In  short,  the  oldest  officers  say,  that  no  place  has  been 
defended  with  so  much  science  and  resolution  in  our  times. 

"  On  the  march  all  was  silent,  except  that  our  cannon  kept  up  the 
fire  at  the  breaches  till  we  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mileoF  the  town 
Vfhen  there  were  two  or  three  fire  balls  thrown  from  it  in  different  di- 
rections, one  of  which  falling  close  to  us,  we  silently  whispered  to  each 
other,  '  Now  it  will  begin,' 

*'  As  the  first  division  of  our  troops  approached  the  place^  the  whole 
town  appeared  as  if  it  were  one  mine,  every  yard  throwing  out  bullets, 
cannon  balls,  &c.  grape  shot  flying  in  every  direction.  On  the  fire 
balls  striking  neaf  us,  we  moved  out  of  the  road  to  tke  green  sward, 
but  the  cannon  balls  hissed  by  us  along  the  grass,  and  the  musquet 
balls  flew  like  hail  about  our  heads;  we  immediately  began,  therefore, 
to  run  forward,  till  we  were  within  about  a^hundred  yards  of  the  bsidgo 
across  the  first  ditch,  and  then  the  balls  came  on  so  thick,  that  as  near 
as  I  can  judge,  twenty  must  have  passed  in  the  space  of  a  minute, 
within  a  yard  of  my  head. 

**  While  we  were  running  on  the  grass,  one  or  two  men  dropped 
every  minute  and  were  left  behind ;  but  now  they  fell  faster;  when  we 
came  to  the  bridge,  which  was  about  two  yards  wide,  and  twelve  yards 
lon^,  the  b^lls  came  so  thick  that  I  h^d  no  expectation  of  getting  across 
alive.  We  then  began  to  ascend  the  hill,  and  were  as  crowded  as 
people  in  a  fair.  We  had  to  creep  upon  our  hands  and  knees,  tho 
ascent  being  so  steep  and  rocky  ;  and,  while  creeping,  my  brother  ofii* 
cer  received  a  ball  in  the  brain  and  fell  dead. 

"  Having  got  up  the  rock,  we  came  to  some  palisadoes,  within 
about  twenty  yards  of  the  wall  ;  those  we  broke  down  :  but  behind 
them  was  a  ditch  three  feet  deep,  and  just  behind  that  a  flat  space 
about  sixyards  broad,  and  then  a  hill  thrown  up,  eight  feet  high. 
These  fr^d,  we  approaced  a  second  ditch,  and  then  the  wall  which 
was  tS^enty-six  feet  high,  against  which  we  planted  six  or  sevei| 
ladders. 

''  The  hill  is  much  like  that  at  Greenwich,  about  as  steep  and  39 
iiigh.  Just  as  I  passed  the  palisaded  ditch,  there  caipe  a  discharge  of 
grape  shot  from  a  twenty-four  pounder,  directly  into  that  flat  space,  and 
about  twelve  fine  fellows  sunk  upon  the  ground,  uttering  a  groan  that 
shook  the  oldest  soldier  to  the  soul.  Ten  of  them  never  rose  again,  and 
the  nearest  of  them  was  within,  a  foot  of  me,  and  the  forthest  not  four 
yards  distant.  It  swept  away  all  within  its  range.  The  next  three  or 
ibur  steps  1  took  was  upon  this  heap  of  dead  !  You  read  of  the  horrors 
of  war,  yet  little  understand  what  they  meao. 
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i??hicb  he  could  collect  in  Andalusia :  and  he  was  in 
communication  with  the  troops   which    had  retired 

from 


**  When  I  got  over  this  hill,  (or  escarpment,)  into  the  ditch,  under 
the  wall,  the  dead  and  wounded  lay  so  thick,  that  I  was  continually 
treading  upon  them.  A  momentary  pause  took  place  about  the  time  we 
reached  the  ladders,  occasioned  I  apprehend  by  the  grape  shot,  and  by 
the  numbers  killed  from  off  the  ladders  ;  but  all  were  soon  up,  and 
formed  again  in  the  road  just  over  the  wall.  We  now  cheered  four  of 
iive  times  !  When  we  had  entered  the  citadel,  which  was  directly 
after  we  had  scaled  the  wall,  no  shot  came  among  us  ;'the  batteries 
there  had  been  silenced  before  we  were  over,  and  we  formed  opposite 
ihe  two  gateways,  with  orders  to  *  let  no  force  break  through. us/  I 
nvas  in  the  front  rank  ! 

"  As  soon  as  Philippon  heard  that  we  were  in  the  citadel,  he  ordered 
two  thousand  men  to  retake  it  at  all  events;  but  when  he  was  told  that 
the  whole  of  the  third  division  had  got  in,  « Then,'  said  he,  '  give  up 
the  town.' 

'*^One  battery  fired  about  two  hours  after  we  were  in,  but  those  near 
the  breach  were  quiet  in  half  an  hour,  part  of  the  5th  division,  whrch 
got  in  on  the  south,  having  silenced  them.  The  attack  upon  the  breach 
failed  ;  it  was  renewed  a  second  time  ;  and  again  a  third  time,  with 
equally  b^d  fortune,  which  made  Lord  Wellington  say,  *  The  third 
division  has  saved  my  honour,  and  gained  the  town  \ 

"  We  continued  under  arms  all  night.  About  fifty  prisoners  were 
made  in  the  citadel.  Philippon  withdrew  into  Fort  St.  Christoval,  and 
most  of  the  cavalry  escaped  by  the  sally  port.  By  the  laws  of  war  we 
were  allowed  to  kill  all  we  found,  and  our  soldiers  declared  they  would 
do  so;  but  an  Englishman  cannot  kill  in  cool  blood  !  Our  regiment  did 
not  fire  a  gun  the  whole  time.  I  saw  one  instance  of  bravery  on  the 
^art  of  the  French,  just  befoi'e  the  grape  shot  came;  eight  or  ten 
Frenchmen  were  standing  on  the  battery.  No.  32 :  one  of  our  regiments 
fired  and  killed  one  or  two  of  them,  but  the  rest  stood  like  statues; 
they  kept  on  firing  till  there  were  but  two  left ;  when,  one  of  them 
being  shot,  the  other  jumped  down.' 

'*  The  town  is  about  the  size  of  l>^ortharapton  ;  all  the  houses  near 
the  breach  were  completely  battered  down,  and  most  of  the  others 
damaged. 

••  In  the  morning,  I  returned  tp  the  camp  by  Jay-light  retraced 
my  steps  of  the  night  before.  In  every  place  £  passed  a  great  many 
wounded  ;  I  saw  eight  or  ten  shot  through  the  face,  and  theii:  heads  a 
mass  of  clotted  blood,  many  with  limbs  shattered,  many  shot  through 
the  body,  and  groaning  most  pitiously  !  I  found  the  body  of  my  brb^ 
ther  ofiiiceron  the  hill,  his  pantaloons,  sword,  epaulet,  and  hat,  takeo 
away  ;  the  dead  lay  stretched  out  in  every  form  ;  some  had  been  dash* 
9d  to  pieces  by  bombs,   many  had  been  stripped  naked,  and  othe? 

had 
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from  Estremadura,  under  General  Drouet,  ti^o  days 
afterwards,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  advanced  as  far 
as  Llerena. . 

In  proportion  then  as  he  should  advance.  Lord 
Wellington,  with  great  prudence,  determined  to  con- 
centrate his  own  troops ;  and  he,  therefore,  gave  di- 
rections to  Lieutenant- Generals  Hill  and  Graham^ 
who  were  in  advance  towards  Llerena,  to  retire  slow- 
ly from  that  vicinity  and  the  upper  parts  of  the  Gua- 
diana. 

But  up  to  the  7th,  even  before  he  could  have  heard 
of  the  fall  of  Badajoz,  Marshal  Soult  seems  to  have 
acted  very  circumspectly,  and  without  making  any 
decided  movement,  although  he  had  patrolled  for- 
ward with  small  detachments  of  cavalry,  and  hac^ 
even  pushed  the  advanced  guard  of  his  infantry  as. 
far  as  Usagre. 

There  seems,  however,  to  have  been  a  want  of 
unity  of  design  amongst  the  French  commanders  at 
this  moment.     None  of  the  army  of  Portugal  had  at* 

had  been  rolled  in  the  dust,  with  blood  and  dirt  sticking  all  over 
them. 

**  When  I  came  to  the  spot  i;?here  the  grape  shot  first  struck  us,  the 
bodies  lay  very  thick  ;  but  even  there  they  bore  no  comparison  to  the 
heaps  in  the  breach,  where  they  lay  one  upon  another,  two  or  three 
deep  ;  and  many  in  the  ditch  were  lialf  in  and  half  out  the  water  !  I 
shall  give  you  my  feelings  through  the  whole  affair,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  when  you  read  this  you  will  feel  similarly.  1  marched  towards 
the  town  in  good  spirits  ;  and  when  the  balls  began  to  come  thick 
about  me,  I  expected  every  one  would  strike  me  ;  as  they  increased  I 
regarded  them  less  ;  at  the'  bottom  of  the  hill  I  was  quite  inured  to 
danger,  and  could  have  marched  to  the  cannon's  mouth.  When  the 
grape  shot  came,  I  suffered  more  for  those  whose  fell  than  for  myself; 
and  when  1  £rst  trod  upon  the  dead  heaps,  it  was  horrible.  In  the 
next  twenty  or  thirty  steps  I  trod  upon  many  more  dead,  but  each  im- 
pression became  less  terrible.  You  see  then  that  I  have  literally  been 
within  a  few  inches  of  death — upon  the  very  verge  of  eternity  I  With 
you,  when  two  or  three  of  your  acquaintance  die,  you  say^**  These  art 
awful  times,  death  has  been  very  busy."  Here  he  was  busy  indeed. 
Of  three  officers  with  whom  I  dined  that  day,  one^  wa^  killed,  and 
another  severely  wounded,  yet  not  a  hair  of  my  head  has  been  hurt  [" 
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tempted  any  movement  towards  the  south  in.  order  toi 
form  a  communication  with  Soult :  and  Marn^oat^ 
himself,  who  was  then  on  the  frontiers  of  Castilei^ 
Contented  himself  with  establishing  a  body  of  troQps 
between  the  Goa  and  Agueda,  and  with  reconnoitring 
Almeida  early  in  April. 

In  these  movements  too,  he  was  closely  watched, 
for  Brigadier-General  Trant's  division  of  mijitia  was 
placed  on  the  Coa ;  and  Brigadier-General  Wilsons'^ 
other  division  of  Portuguese  militia  followed  him^  to- 
gether with  the  cavalry  ;  whilst  Lieutenant-General 
the  Conde  D'Amarahte  marched  with  a  part  of  thii^ 
troops  under  his  command  towards  the  Douro. 

On  the  8th  of  April  Marshal  Soult  had  collected 
the  whole  of  liis  army  at  Villa  Franca  in  Estremadu* 
ra.;  and,  having  there  beard  of  the  fall  of  Badajoz» 
thought  proper  to  retire  before  day-light  th^.  ne^ 
morning  towardis  the  frontiers  of  Andalusia, 

As  isoon  as  be  commenced  his  retreat,  Sir  TboqiaSi 
Graham  proceeded  to  harass  him  by  detachments  ; 
and  accordingly  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  with  the  cavalry 
attacked  and  defeated  his  rear  guard  at  Yilla  Garcia 
in  a  very  handsome  style ;  and  that  with  such  success 
that  the  enemy  retired  that  very  day  from  lilerenaj^ 
and  immediately  afterwards  entirely  evacuated  the 
whole  province  of  Estreniadura.* 

About 


*  This  brilliant  aflPair  of  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton  with  the  cavalry  de« 
serves  further  notice. 

The  gallant  baronet  having  received  information  o^  the  night  of  the. 
lOtb  that  the  cavalry  of  General  Orouet^'s  corps,  aniounting  to  250O» 
were  encampejd  between  Usagre  and  Villa  Garcia^  he  orde^ped  Major- 
General  Anson's  (commanded  by  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pqnsonby)  and  Major-General  Le  Marthant's  brigades  to  move  in  th^. 
course  of  the  night  from  Villa  Franca  and  Los  Santos^  so  as  .to  arrive 
before  daybreak,,  the  ibrmer  at  Usagre^  the  latter  at  Bieiivenida,  de- 
termining himself  to  attack  the  enemy  with  General  Anson's  brigade  iu 
fronts  whilst  Major-General  Le  Marchant's,  by  a  ilank  movement  from 
Bienvenida,  shonld  cut  off  his  retreat  upon.  Llerena.  The  advanced 
guard  of  Major-General  Anson's  brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  pic? 
gUets   from   Vsajre  two  hours  sooner   than   Sir  Sta|!let(m  had  in- 

teodedjL 
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^bout  this  period  those  corps  of  the  Spanish  army^ 
ip.  coimnuoicaUpn  with  the  allies,  seem  to  haT^e  been 
]pretty  aptive  ;  particulfirly  tlie  Conde  de  PeYine  ViIIe« 
mWf  .^ho^  wither  datfichmeDt  of  the  5th  army  which 
had  been  sent  from  Estremadura,  into  the  Condadd 
de  N'i^bln,  had  approached  that  town  by  theright.of 
tfae  Qmfidf^lquiyer,  and  had  some  afikirs  with  the  ene^ 
i)iy's  garrison,  of  Seville,  and. of  the  fortified  convent 
OTi.  that  side  of  the  riv^r^  obliging  tbem  to  retire  with* 
in  their  works^ , 

Thi»  took  pla<ee  on.  the  5tb  of  April ;  but  on  tbe^ 

10th 


tended,  by  which  the  eneiny  unfortunately  were  alarmedi  and  f^( 
back  immediately  a  sufficient  distance  to  ensure  their  retreat  upon 
iJlerefia,  before  General  Le  Marchaot's  brigade  had  time  to  get  into 
tbeir  reaiu 

After  driving  in  the  picquets,  lieutei^ant-Colonel  Ponsonby  follovN 
cd  the  enemy  soon  after  day-break  through  Villa  Garcia,  andjv^ 
sEirmishing  with  him,  when  General  Le  Marchant's  brigade  arrived  oin 
the  other  side  of  the  heights  between  the  Llereua  road  and  Bienveuida, 

iM^  this  Sir  Stapleton  gave  directions  to  the  Lieuteoaiit-Colonel  only 
to  shew  three  squadrons,  and  to  endeavour  to  amuse  the  (enomy  iw 
front,  until  Major-General  Le  Marcha^<nt's  brigade  (to  conduct  whichy^ 
under  cover  of  the  heights.  Colonel  £Iley  had  been  sent,}  was  readj^ 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank. 

This  ruie  de  guerre  succeeded  adrai;ahly ;  and  the  enemy,  beings 
vigorously  attacked  at  the  same  moment  in  front  and  fla'ak,  retiicd  ia» 
the  greatest  confusion  and  disorder. 

Sir  Stapleton  immediately  pursued  him  with  Anson's  brigade,  an4 
the.dth  dragoon  guards,  supported  by  the  3rd  and  4th  dragoons,  near 
tQ'Llerena,  a  distance  of  four  miles>  during  which  the  French  loss  iq,' 
killed  was  very  considerable;  and  about  150  prisoners,  incliKjiqg  »4 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Captains,  and  one  Lieutenant,  with  about  130. 
liorses,  were  brought  off  the  field. 

The  body  of  the  enemy's  cavatlry  now  formed  on  the  right,  and  ia . 
r^r  of  seven  guns,  and  between  eight  and  ten  thousand  infantry, 
w^ich  had  taken  up  a  position  on  the  left  of,  and  close  to,  the  tova. 
The  whole  soon  afterwards  retired  upon  Bertenga  and  Asuag^,  and 
were  followed  to  the  former  place  by  th6  British  patroles. 

In. this  brilliant  affair  the  British  had  only  two  officers  wounded* 
wUh  1!2  rankaud  file  killed*  and  26:  wounded.  Thena  were  also  15' 
horses  killed,  and  1  wounded,  besides  12  missing  ;  and  it  is  a  curioua* 
fact,  that  of 'the.  latter  several  strayed  into  the  country,  and  otheis.. 
faltowed  the  defeated  enemy,  vfhtu  their  riders  fell  from  tiiem,  kilUit^ 
•r^yerely  wouaded. 
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Muvements  of  the  armies. 


lOtb  the  Conde  retreated,  according  to  a  sugg^estion 
from  Lord  Wellington  himself,  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  of  Badajoz,  and  the  certainty  which  he  felt  that 
Marshal  Soult  would  return  into  Andalusia  without 
risking  an  action. 

This  retreat  Soult  was,  indeed,  permitted  to  make, 
almost  unmolested,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Staple- 
ton  Cotton's  attack  on  his  rear-guard,  as  it  was  not  at 
that  moment,  for  many  reasons,  possible  for  Lord  Wel- 
lington to  bring  him  to  action.  In  the  north.  Mar* 
mont  was  making  some  shew  of  offensive  operations, 
keeping  Ciudad  Kod^igo  blockaded ;  but  he  had  not 
ventured  to  make  an  attack  upon,  nor  had  even  re- 
peated his  visit  to  Almeida,  having  suffered  soipe  loss' 
in  his  former  reconnoisance  of  that  place. 

On  the  7th,  the  very  day  on  which  Badajoz  fell,  the 

greatest  number  of  the  troops  of  the  army  of  Portugal 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  engage 

^ed  in  its  blockade,  broke  up  and  marched  toward  Sa- 

bugal,  where  Marmont  also  went  himself. 

This  movement  obliged  some  of  the  detachments 
of  the  allied  army,  advanced  in  that  quarter,  to  fall 
back ;  for  Major-General  Victor  Alten,  who  had  been 
kept  in  front  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  with  the  1st  hussars 
until  the  end  of  .March,  was  followed  (although  at  a 
distance)  through  Lower  Beira,  by  Marshal  Mar- 
mont's  advanced  guard ;  and  having  quitted  Castello 
Branco  on  the  8th  of  April,  they  moved  on  :  when 
the  French  advanced  guard,  conisting  of  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  of  which  were  six  squadrons 
of  cavalry,  entered  Castello  Branco  on  the  evening 
of  the  12tb,  obliging  Brigadier-General  Le  Cor,  with 
his  brigade  of  militia,  to  retire  upon  Sarnedos  when 
he  saw  the  enemy  advance. 

About  this  period  Lord  Wellington,  having  heard 
that  General  Alteh  had  retired  across  the  Tagus^  sent 
directions  for  him  to  cross  that  river  again  :  but  he 
bad  no  sooner  done  so,  than  the  French  advanced 
guard  retired  from  Castello  Branco^  which  place  wai» 
6  immediately 
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Retreat  .of  the  enemy. 
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iaimediately  taken  possession  of  a  second  time  by  the 
united  corps  of  General  Alten  and  Le  Gor.* 

As  soon  as  Lord  Wellington  was  apprised  of 
Sonlt'-s  retreat  to  Villa  Franca,  he  immediately  put 
the  army  in  motion  towards  Castile ;  and  on  the  16th 
of  April,  the  British  advanced  guard  was  at  Castello 
Branco. 

As  the  British  army  continued  its  march  t  >wards 
Alfayates,  the  enemy  kept  retiring  before  thein  :  the 
Jast  of  them  crossed  the  Agueda  on  the  23d  of  April, 
and,  on  the  following  day,  they  were  in  full  retreat  to- 
M^ards  the  Tormes. 

The  heavy  rains  which  had  fallen  before  the  13th 
^nd  19th  had  produced  such  torrents  in  the  rivers,  as 
to  carry  away  the  bridge  which  they  had  constructed 
on  the  Agueda  immediately  above  Ciudad  Rodrigo; 
but  they  were  enab  ed  to  repair  it  before  the  pursuing 
British  came  up,  and  the  leading  divisions  of  their 
army  crossed  by  the  Puente  d'  el  Villar,  and  the  fords 
of  the  Upper  Agueda;  the  rear  only  taking  advan« 
tage  of  the  bridge  near  Ciudad  Rodrigo.f 

Up 

*  In  this  expedition  the  enemy,  as  usuaj,  robbed  and  murdered  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  ;  all  the  injury  they  did,  however,  was  con- 
fined to  these  acts  of  atrocity,  as  all  the  stores  of  the  army  at  Castello 
-  Branco,  as  well  as  the  hospital  there,  had  previously  been  moved  to 
the  other  side  of  the  Tagus. 

The  firmness  and  good  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Le  dTor  wer6 
particularly  noticed  on  this  occasion  by  the  Comnaander»>in-Chief,  for 
his  remaining  in  Castello  Branco  until  he  saw  a  superior  enemy  ad- 
vancing  upon  him,  and  then  retiring,  in  good  order,  no  further  than 
was  necessary. 

f  When  Marshal  Marmont  had  marched  his  troops  upon  Sabuga1« 
General  Bapellar  ordered  the  Portuguese  militia,  under  Brigadier-Ge* 
n^rals  Trant  and  Wilson,  to  concentrate  upon  Guarda. 

Marmont  immediately  moved  upon  this  militia  with  a  considerable) 
force  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  on  the  I4th  of  April,  and  Bri« 
gadier-General  Trant,  who  commanded,  conceiving  the  enemy  to  be 
too  strong  for  him,  determined  to  retire  across  the  Mondego. 

The  militia  had  made  great  progress  in  their  retreat ;  but  a  battalion 
Vfaich  was  covering  their  rear,  having  been  ordered  to  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  cavalry^  and  the  rain  having  prevented  their  pieces  from  going 
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French  man^euTrcs  baflled* 


Up  to  the  latter  ettd  of  April  the  enemy  coMtinQed 
their  retreat ;  and,  as  soon  as  Lord  Wellington  Witf 
tertain  of  their  having  retired  beyond  the  frontier,  he 
directed  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Rowland  Hill  to 
€arry  into  execution  a  plan  of  operations  against  tbeif 
posts  and  establishments  at  the  passage  of  the  Tagus 
at  Almarez. 

Thoagh  Lord  Weltingtoivdid  not  personally  sttper- 
(ntend  this  measure ;  yet,  as  forming  a  moi^t  ^onspicu- 

oui 


aff,  they  brake,  and  threw  part  of  the  remaining  troops  intjo  disorder, 
by  which  means  the  enemy  were  enabled  to  take  about  one  bundled 
and  /ifty  prisoners. 

The  troops  ii^«re  formed  again,  however,  on  the  left  of  the  Monde^, 
and  retired  upon  Celorico;  General ' Bacellar  keeping  the  advanced 
posts  under  Brigadier-General  Wilson  at  Lagiosa,  to  which  place  en 
tlte  following  morning  (the  15th)  the  enemy  advanced  in  considerable 
force,  and  drove  in  alt  the  outposts. 

Bere^^  however,  tb^y  d^d  not  venture  long  to  remain;  but  retired 
from  Lagiosa  the  same  evening,  and  from  Guarda  the  fbllowing  day^ 
which  town  was  occupied  the  day  after  by  General  Wilson.  Sq 
anxious  was  Lord  Wellington  for  the  character  of  his  own  troo|is  and  of 
tho&e  of  the  allies,  that  even  this  little  affair  was  particularly  noticed 
by  bim,  but  touch  to  the  credit  of  all  the  parties  concerned;  iedeedi 
be  declared  in  his  dispatches  that  the  officers  of  the  militia  had  be- 
haved remarkably  well ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  Brigadiers 
Generals  Trant  and  Wilson  had  done  every  thing  they  ought  to  have 
^one.     Praise  such  as  this  was  almost  equal  to  victory  ! 

Thus  ended  the  mighty  exploits  of  Marshal  Marmont's  advance ; 
and,  as  Lord  Wellingtoa  most  happily  expressed  it,  the  partial  success 
over  the  Portuguese  militia  on  their  retreat  frojn  Guarda,  and  the  rour** 
der  and  plunder  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  few  villages  in  Lower  Beira, 
already  suffering  from  the  enemy's  former  depredationsi  were  the  only 
fruits  of  this  grand  expedition  within  the  Portuguese  frobtier,  which 
was  intended  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Qritisk  army  from  the  siege 
pf  Badajoz. 

This  diversion  of  Marshal  Marmont^s  however,  actually  formed  a 
diversion  for  the  patriots  in  the  north  of  Spain  ;  for  whilst  the  army  of 
Portugal  was  collected  for  the  service,  General  Abadia  ordered  the 
Spanish  troops  in  tHe  Astucias  to  march  into  Leon ;  where  the  Brigadier 
Moreno  had  some  partial  success  against  a  French  detachment  at 
Otero  de  las  Duenas.  ^ 

Don  Julian  Sanchez  likewise,  who  had  (Continued  with  his  cavalry  ia 
Castile,  was  very  successful  in  cutting  off  the  enemy's  comraunicatjonf  j 
^d  against  their* convoys. 
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Gallant  attack  of  Aimarac. 
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OU8  part  of  his  plan  of  operatioiis,  it  deserv:es  particular 
notice  here.* 

Owing^  to  the  necessary  preparations  for  this  expe- 
dition, Sir  Rowland  could  not  begin  his  march  before 
the  12th  of  May,  which  he  did  with  the  2d  division  of 
infantry,  and  attained  his  objects  by  taking  by  storm 
Fort  Napoleon  and  Kagusa,  and  the  tete  du  pont  and 
other  works,  by  which  the  enemy's  work  was  guard- 
ed :  by  destroying  those  forts  and  works,  as  well  as 
the  bridge  and  establishments;  and  by  the  capture  of 

20.  3  m  their 


*  The  strength  of  this  position  was  such  as  apparently  to  bid  defiance 
to  any  coup-de-matn,  for  the  bridge  was  defended  by  strong  works 
thrown  up  by  the  French  00  both  sides  of  the  river^  and  further  coven* 
ed  on  the  southern  side  by  the  castle  and  redoubts  of  Mirabete,  about 
u  league  qtf,  commanding  the  pass  of  that  name,  through,  which  ruQS 
the  road  to  Madrid,  bei^g  the  only  one  passable  for  carriages  of  any 
description  by  which  the  bridge  can  be  appr6ached. 

The  works  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  consisted  of  a  tete  du  pont, 
strongly  built  of  masonry,  and  well  entrenci|ied  ;  and  on  the  high, 
ground  above  it  there  Was  a  large  and  well  constructed  fort,  called 
Napoleon,  with  an  interior  entrenchment,  and  a  loop-holed  tower  in 
the  centre.  This  fort  contained  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  garrison 
'  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  men;  and  there  was  also  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  oh  a  height  immediately  a^bove  the  bridge,  a 
very  complete  fort  recently  constructed  which  flanked  and  added  much 
to  its  defence. 

On  llie  morning  of  the  16th  of  May,  Sir  Rowland  Hill  reached  Ja- 
raicejo,  and  the  same  evening  the  troops  marched  in  three  columns ; 
the  left  column  commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Chqwne,  (28th  and 
S-tth  regiments  under  Colonel  Wilson,  and  the  6th  Portuguese  Ca^a- 
dores,)  towards  the  castle  of  Mirabete;  the  right  column  undelr  Ma-  , 
jor-Gcneral  floward,  (50th,  71st  and  92d  regiments,)  and  accompa- 
nied by  Sir  Rowland  Hill  himself,  to  pass  in  the  mountains,  through 
which  a  most  difficult  and  circuitous  toot  path  leads  by  the  village  of 
Bomangordo  to  the  bridge ;  the  centre  coluinn  under  Major-General 
Long,  (6th  and  18th  Portuguese  infantry  under  Colonel  Ashworth,  and. 
'  13th  light  dragoons,  «rith  the  artillery,)  advanced  upon  the  high  road 
to  the  pass  of  Mirabete.      « 

The  two  flank  columns  were  prcvided  with  ladders,  and  it  was  in- 
tended that  Either  of  them  should  proceed  to  escalade  the  forts  against 
'  which  they  were  directed,  and  circumstances  proved  favourable;  the 
difficulties,  however,  which  each  had  to  encounter  on  its  march  were 
such,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  reach  their  respective  points 
before  fU) -break.     Sir  Rowland,  therefore,  judged  it  best,  as  there 
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Assault  of  Fort  Napoleoii. 
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their  magazines,  with  twd  huUdred  and  fifty  prisoners, 
and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

The 

was  oo  longer  a  possibility  of  surprise,  to  defer  the  attack  iiiitil  he 
should  be  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  position  of  the  works, 
and  accordingly  gave  orders  for  the  troops  to  bivouack*  on  the 
liCina. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  circumstances.  Sir  Rowland  determined 
to  penetrate  to  the  bridge  by  the  mountain  path  leading  throtigh  the 
village  of  Rbmangordo,  even  although  by  that  means  he  should  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  artillery ;  a  decision  fully  justilied  by  subsequent 
evenls. 

Accordingly  oo  the  evening  of  the  18th  he  moved  with  Major-Ge- 
reral  Howard's  brigade,  and  the  6th  Portuguese  regiment  for  this 
operation,  provided  with  scaling  ladders,  8rc.  Although  the  distance 
-to  be  marched  did  not  exceed  five  or  six  miles,  yet  tJie  difficulJies  of 
the  road  were  such,  that,  with  the  united  exertions  of  officers  and  men, 
the  column  could  not  be  formed  for  the  attack  before  day-light.-  Con- 
fiding, however;  and  justly,  in  the  gallantry  of  his  troop<:.  Sir  Rowland 
ordered  the  immediate  assault  of  Fort  Napoleon. 

The  1st  battalion  of  the  50tb,  and  one  wfng  of  the  71st  regiment, 
regardless  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musquetry,  immediately  esca- 
}aded  the  work  in  three  places,  nearly  at  the  same  time.  The  enemy 
seeiped  at  first  determined,  an/J  his  fire  was  destructive;  but  the  ardour 
of  the  assailants  was  irreslstable,  and  the  garrison  was  driven,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  through  (he  several  entrenchments  of  the  fort  and 
tete  du  pont  across  the  bridge,  which  having  been  cut  by  those  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  many  leaped  into  the  river,  and  thus 
perished. 

In  fact,  the  impression  made  upon  the  enemy's  troops-was  such,  that 
the  panic  soon  communicated  itself  to  those  on  the  opposite  side, -and 
Fort  Ragusa  was  abandoned  instantly,  the  garrisoo  flying  in  the  utmost 
confusion  towards  Naval  Moral.  ^ 

The  conduct  of  the  50th  and  71st  regiments,  to  whom  this  brilliant 
assault  fel',  andthe  (JoOl  and  steady  manner  in  which  they  formed  and 
advanced,  and  the  intrepidity  with  which'  they  mounted  ihe  ladders, 
and  carried  the  place,'  was  worthy  of  those  distinguished  corps,  and  of 
the  officers  who  led  them. 

If  the  attack  could  have  been  made  before  day,  a  greater  number  of 
British  troops  would  have  been  engaged  ;  for  it  was  intended  that  the 
92d  regiment  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camefon,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  7  |st  under  the  Honourable  Lieuteftant-Colonel  Cadogan,  were 
to  have  escaladed  the  tete'du  pont,  and  effected  the  destruction  of  the 

Ijricige, 

*  This  term  so  frequently  in  use  at  present,  in  consequence  of  the 
modern  system  of  the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  dimply  means  for  a  corps 
to  rest  on  its  march,  either  lor  sleep  or  refreshnijent,  without  pitch i if g 
their  tents,  or  forming  any  aiilitary  defence. 
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The  general  iinportance  of  this  measm*e,  as  con- 
nected with  Lord   Wellington's  plan  of  future  opera- 

3  M  2  tions 


bridge,  at  the  same  time  that  the  atlack  watj  made  on  Fort  Napoleon. 
•The  impossibility  of  advancing,  however,  unfortunately  deprived  them 
of  this  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselres,  though  it  rendered 
the  affair  more  brilliant  for  those  actually  engaged.  One  division  of 
the  force  in  this  expedition,  though  not  absolutely  in  action,  Had  aii 
artjuous  duty  to  perform,  and  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the* 
enterprise;  fbr  the  diveriiun  made  by  Lieutenant-General  Chowne, 
with  the  troops  under  his  command,  against  the  castle  of  Mira- 
bete,  succeeded  completely  in  making  the  enemy  believe  that  the  ene- 
Britishwotild  not  attack  the  fortrs  near  the  bridge  until  they  had 
forced  that  pass,  and  thereby  made  way  for  the  coming  up  of  the  ar- 
tillery. It  is  likely,  indeed,  that  this  corps  would  have  turned  thi4 
diversion  into  a  real  anc|  successful  attack,  had  circumstances  permit- 
ted Sir  Rowland  Hill  to  avail  himself  of  their  gallantry  and  resolu- 
tion. *  • 

The  qiseault  thronghout  was  superintended  by  the  gallant  Hill  him* 
self;  but  led  by  Mujor-General  Howaxd,  whose  gallantry  was  ably 
seconded  by  his  staff,  Brigade-Major  Wemys  of  the  oOlh,  and  Lleufc«« 
nam  Battersby  of  the  23rd  light  dragoons.  ' 

From  the  great  quantity  of  ordnance  and  stores  in  this  position,  it  is 
evident  that  Jhe  enemy  liad  considered  it  in  a  very  important  light ; 
its  destruction,  so  completely  as  it  was  performed,  was  therefore  a 
material  object,  hi  this  service  the  towers  of  masonry,  which  were  in 
the  two  forts,  were  completely  levelled  ;  the  ramparts  of  both  in  great 
measure  dismantled  ;  and  the  whole  apparatus  of  the  bridge,  togeiher 
w[th  the  workshops,  magazines,  and  every  piece  of  timber  which  could 
be  found,  entirely  destroyed* 

The  guns  were  principally  12  pounders  and  howitzers,  and  were  IS 
in  number;  there  was  also  a  considerable  proportion  of  powder  in  bar- 
rels and  cartridges  fixed  to  shot ;  but  as  the  magazines  wer^  blown  up 
immediately  after  the  capture,  ^nd.every  thing  destroyed,  it  was  im- 
possible to  asceitain  the  exact  quaniily.  1'here  were  also  120,000 
musquet  ball  cartridges,-  300  six  inch  shelh,  380  rounds  of  case  shot, 
400  musquet,  20  large  pontoons  boat^conipv)sing  the  bridge,  wiih  lim- 
bers complete,  60  carriages  for  removing  the  same,  an<l  also  for  the 
conveyancje  of  heavy  timber,  a  large  proportion  of  rope  of  various 
dimensions,  with  anchors,  timbers,  tools,  and  every  flujig'complete  on 
a  large  establishment  for  keeping  the  bridge  and  carriages  in  a  state  of 
r«patr. 

The  quaotiiy  of  profusions  too  w;is  considerable,  including  30,000 
rations  of  bisuuit,  63,000  of  rice,  28^00  of  brandy,  17,000  of  Ifve 
cattle,  aiid  18,0C0  of  salt  meat,  &c.  &c. 

As  an  ail^ition  lo  this  important  succei^s,  it  is  pleasing  to  reffect  tfiat 
the  British  loss  was  far  from  severe,  considering  the  arduous  service  la 

wbick 


4«0  LIFE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE 


3: 


French  cumiDuiiicaUon  cut  off 


lions,  may  be  drawn  from  the  consideration  that  the 
road  from  Almaraz  affords  the  otfly,  good  military 
communication  across  the  Tagus»  and  from  the  Tagus 
to  the  Guadiana,  below  Toledo.  All  the  permanent 
bridges  below  the  bridge  of  Arzobispo  had  been  de- 
stroyed during  the  war,  by  the  different  parties  of 
beHigerents,  and  the  French  had  not  been  able  tore- 
pair  them ;  this  one^  indeed,  destroyed  at  Almaraz, 
was  a  bridge  of  boats ;  but  Lord  Wellington  had  good 
reason'  to  believe  that  the  enemy  bad  not  the  means  of 
repairing  it. 

In  addition  to  this^  the  communications  from  the 
bridges  of  Arzobispo  and  Talavera  to  the  Guadiana 
being  very  difticult,  and  not  deserving  of  being  con- 
sidered as  military  communications  for  a  large  army, 
the  evident  resultof  this  well  laid  and  well  executed 
plan  was  to  cut  off  completely  the  shortest  and  best 
communications  between  the  armies  of  the  south  and 
of  Portugal ;  and,  therefore,  a  leading  incident  in 
those  manceuvres  which  enabled  his  Lordship  to  catch 
Marmont  single-handed  at  the  gallant  affair  at  Sala- 
manca.^ 

In 


ivhich  they  were  engs^ged.  Captain  Chandler  of  the  50th  was  the  only 
officer  killed  in  the  assault ;  and  he  was  the  first  to  mount  the  ladder, 
and  fell  upon  the  parapet  after  giving  a  distinguished  example  to  his 
men  ;  but  leaving  a  large  family  to  deplore  his  loss.  The  total  amount- 
ed to  33  killed,  and  144  wounded.  The  prisoners  taken  included  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  aMajoc,  and  several  other  officers :  in  the  whole 
i?59. 

In  this  c^'pedition  it  roust  bo  noticed  that  the  Spaniards  were  parti- 
cularly serviceable.  The  Marquis  de  Almeida,  a  member  of  the  Junta 
cf  Estremadura,  accompanied  Sir  Rowland  Hill;  and  from  jiim,  as 
from  the  people  of  the  vicinity,  he  received  the  most  ready  and  ef- 
fectual assistance  it  was  in  their  power  to  bestow. 

*  It  is  a  pleasing  part  of  a  biographer's  task  to  mark  in  the  present 
pjac^  the  comprehensive  mind  of  the  gallant  Commander-in-Chief  in 
tiiose  arrangements;  for  we  may  se^  that  even. whilst  preparing  for  him- 
self a  straight  path  to  his  subsequent  harvest  of  laurels,  he'at  the  same 
time  contrived  to  draw  otf  some  of  the  pressure  of  the  French  armies 
in  the  sputh  of  the  patriots  in  that  quarter^  even  whilst  confirming  tbeiH 
withia  the  iimiU  of  that  ?erj  district. 

Even 
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-  In  the  Qorlh,  and  on  the  jtide  ef  Castile,  the  Frenchf 
seemed  to  have  been  aware  aboi^t  this  time  of  tb^ir 
awl^ward  »tuation.  In  both  Old  and  New  Castile 
they  were  ^  in  motion,  two  of  their  divisions  having 
been  sent'across  the  Tagus  by  the  bridge  of  Arzobis*-' 
po,  and  thence  nioved  along  the  road  to  to  Deleytosa, 
in  order  to  cover  the  withdrawing  of  their  advanced 
post  of  Mirabete. 

The  whole  of  the  army  of  Portugal  also  made  a 
movement  to  their  left;  part  of  them  being  on  the 
Tagus,  and  Marmont*s  head-quarters  being  moved 
from  Salamanca  to  Frontieros* 

Further  north  General  Bonnet  with  \\\i  band  of 
plqnderers  had  been  able  to  do  no  better  than  lomake 
two  predatory  excursions   towards  the   frontiers  of 

Gallieia  > 


Even  this  was  an  Importance  which,  (hough  not  inimediately  ob- 
servable, wes  doubtless  of  considerable  advantage;  for  we  see  that 
nearly  about  the  time  when  the  French  troops,  as  already  mentioned, 
inarched  from  Seville  towards  the  Condado  de  Niebia,  another  consi* 
derable  detachment  under  Marshal  Soult  went  towards  the  blockade  of 
Cadiz,  and  it  was  even  expected  that  the  French  in  Andalusia  would 
'  be  strong  enough  to  make  another  attack  on  Tarilfa ;'  but  as.  soon  ^  the 
enemy  received  early  intelligence  of  Sir  Rowland  fill's  adv^nce«  they 
were  forced  lo  make  movements  on  their  lefl,  whither  Gen.  Drouet  di- 
rvcted  the  troops  under  his  command  arriving  upon  the  Ouadiana  at 
MedelKn  on  the  17tb  i:ti  May. 

Ill  this  position  was  Sir  WilKam  Erskine^s  division  of  cavalry  whic{i 
had  remained  in  Lower  £stremadura  with  a  part  of  the  3d  divisiou  of 
infantry,  and  some  other  troops  under  Lieutenant-General  Hamilton. 
On  the  l«th  of  May  a  detachment  of  Drouet's  cavalry  drove  in  their 
picjquetsas  far  as  Ribera  :  but/  though  much  superior  in  force,  he  did 
not  venture  to  attack  them. 

Indeed  the  etFects  of  Soult's  reinforcement  to  the  besieging  army  at 
Cadiz  might  have  been  of  considerable  consequence  as  far  as  regarded 
the  defence  of  that  place  ;  but  this  Marshal  found  hrmself  obliged  jo 
move  from  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  towards  Cordova  ;  and  the  troops 
which  had  marched  from  Seville  into  the  Condado  de  i^iebia  found  \% 
necessary  to  return  to.Seville  about  the  same  period. 

They  were  not  in  guflicient  time,  however  to  check  (he  gallant  Hill; 
for  he  had  attained  his  objects,  and  returned  to  Trui^illo,  beyond  all 
risk  of  being  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  long  before  the  French  troops 
were  able  to  assemble ;  they,  therefore,  had  lio  other  aJteroati«ve^  bii^ 
to  fall  back  upon  Cordova. 
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Gallicia  ;  but  had  a^ain  entered  the  Asturias,  and  re* 
mimed  the  possession  of  Oviedo  and  some  other  towns. 
Yet  even  there  the  Spaniards  were  beginning  to  exert 
themselves,  and  General  Meridizabel  was  so  far  in  their 
rear,  as  to  keep  possession  of  the  town  of  Burgos, 
though  the  enemy  still  retained  the  castle.  Indeed, 
at  this  period,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  boldness 
and  activ^ity  of  the  Guerillas  was  constantly  increasing; 
and  their  operations  against  the  common  enemy  were 
daily  becoming  more  and  more  ipfiportant. 

From  this  period  Until  the  middle  of  June,  the  two 
armies  kept  nearly  in  sight  of  each  other,  but  without 
attempting  any  thing  on  either  side,  until  the  13th  of 
June,  when  the  British  troops  crossed  the  Agueda, 
and  marched  forward  in  three  columns,  the  troops 
under  Don  Carlos  d'Espana  ^forming  a  fourth  ;  and 
the  whole  arrived  upon  the  Yalmusa,  a  rivulet  about 
six  miles  from  Salamanca,  on  the  following  day.  The 
enemy  on  the  16th  shewed  some  cavalry,  and  a  small 
body  of  infantry  in  front  of  the  town^  and  manifested 
a  design  to  hold  the  heights  on*  the  south  side  of  the 
Tonnes :  but  their  cavalry  were  immediately  driven  in 
by  the  British  advance,  and  on  that  very  evening  they 
thought  proper  to  evacuate  Salamanca,  leaving  a  gar- 
rison of  about  eight  hundred  men  in  their  fortifications 
which  they  had  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  colleges 
and  convents  which  they  had  demolished.. 

By  the  fire  from  these  they  protected  the  passage 
of  the  Tormes  by  the  bridge ;  but  this  v^^as  unavailing, 
for  the  British  troops  crossed  that  river  on  the  17th 
bv  two  fords  in  the  vicinity. 

The  forts  were  immediately  invested  by  the  6th 
division  uqder  the  command  of  Major-General  Clin- 
ton; and,  having  been  accurately  reconnoitred,  it  was 
necessary  to  break  ground  before  thern  ;  this  was 
done  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  and  every  thing  was 
immediately  put  in  a  state  of  preparation,  for  com- 
mencing^ a  fire  from  eight  pieces  of  cannon  at  thenJis" , 
tance  oi  three  hundred  yards  fi:om  the  principal  of  the 
;  enemy*s 
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€;neniy's  works,  in   hopes  that   the  possession  of  it 
would  produce  the  surrender  of  th«  rest. 

It  was  impossible  to  describe  the  tumultuous  joy  of 
the  people  of  Salamanca  upon  the  entrance  of  the  Bri- 
tish troops.  Lord  Wellington  was  looked  oh  as  their  . 
isaviourfrom  French  dominationr-indeed,  much  had 
ihey  suffered  for  mo^re  than  three  years,  durjng  which 
tinne  the  French,  among  other  acts  of  oppression,  had 
destroyed  thirteen  of  twenty -five  convents,  and  twen- 
ty-two of  twenty-five  colleges  which  once  existed  in 
this  celebrated  seat  of  learning. 

The  enemy  retired  by  the  road  to  Toro ;  and  their 
rear*guard,  so  rapid  was  their  progress,  was  fifteen 
^miles' from  SaJamanca  in  the  evening.  They  conti- 
nued their  retreat  by  the  same  route  on  the  ensuing 
morning,  with  the  intent  of  collecting  their  army  on 
the  Douro,  between  Toro  and  Zamora. 

Marshal  Marmont  having  collected  his  whole  army 
on  the  Douro,  by  the  19th  of  June,  with  ttie  exception 
of  General  Bonnet's  division,  which  was  still  left  in 
the  Asturias^  and  some  trifling  garrisons,  he  moved 
forward  to  oppose  the  British  army  on  the  28th  from 
Fuente  Sabiho. 

Lord  Wellington  immediately  formed  the  allied 
^rmy,  with  the  exception  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the 
operations  against  the  forts  in  Salamanca,  on  the 
}ieights  extending  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Yillares 
to  Moi'isco;  and  the  advanced  posts  of  the  cavahry 
and  infantry  retired  upon  the  army  in  good  order> 
and  without  material  loss.  * 

The  enemy  remained  in  front  during  that  night  up 
to  the  evening  of  the  21st,  on  which  night  they  esta- 
jblisbed  a  post  on  the  right  flank  of  the  British,  the 
posset^sion  of  whicb  by  them  deprived  the  allies  of 
fin-  advantage  which  might  eventually  be  of  impor- 
tance. 

Lord  Wellington,  therefore,  directed  Lientenant- 
General  Sir  Thomas  Graham  to  attack  them  in  that 
post    pfl    thp   22(1,    with   the   trpops  on  the   right, 

under 
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tinder  the  command  of  Major'-Geueral»  Hope  and 
De  Bernewitz. 

The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  gfround  imme- 
diately with  considerable  loss ;  the  assailants  conduct- 
ing tliemselves  particularly  well  in  this  affair,  which 
took  place  in  the  sight  of  both  armies.  It  is  evident, 
{therefore,  that  Marmont  was  anwilling  to  risk  the 
bringing  on  a  general  action ;  and,  indeed,  he  thought 
proper  to  retire  with  his  whole  force  during  the  night, 
and  on  the  following  evening  posted  himself  with  his 
right  on  the  heights  of  Cabesa  Yellosa,  and  his  left 
en  tli/e  Toruies  at  Huerta ;  his  centre  being  at  Aldea 
Rnbra. 

The  object  of  the  enemy  in  this  manoeuvre  was  to  . 
endeavour  to  communicate  with  the  garrisons  in  the 
forts  at  Salamanca,  by  the  left  of  the  Tarmes ;  but  Lord 
^Wellington  instantly  devoJoped  their  plan ;  and  to 
counteract  it,  immediately  changed  the  front  of  the 
army,  placing  his  right  at  St.  Martha,  where  there  is 
a  ford  over  the  Tormes,  and  the  advanced  posts  at 
Aldea  Lingua ;  whilst  Major-General  Bock-s  brigade  . 
of  heavy  dragoons  was  sent  across  the  Tormes,  in 
order  to  observe  the  passages  of  the  river. 

The  French  crossed  the  Tormes  at  Huerta,  about 
two  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  24tb,  in  considera- 
ble numbers  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery  ;  and 
there  was  soon  every  appearance  of  a  general  move- 
ment in  that  direction.  On  this  occasion-the  conduct 
of  Major-peneral  Bock's  dragoons  was  cous|)icuoudy  ' 
good,  as  they  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make 
known  the  ^enemj^'s  movements,  and  opposed  their 
advance  vigorously,  under  many  disadvantages,  in 
order  to  afford  time  for  the  dispositions  necessary  to 
be  made  on  the  occasion. 

A&soon  as  the  Earl  of  Wellington  wa$  certain  that 

.  the  French    had    crossed  the   Tormes,    he  directed 

.  Lientenant-General  Sir  Thomas  Graham  to  cross  that 

liver  with  the  1st  and  7th  divisions;  and  at  the  same 

5  time 
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litiiee  he  sent  oyer  Major-^General  Le  Marchant'^  brU 
gzjde  of  eavfiiiry  ^  aiid  ooticentrated  the  remainder  of 
the  army  between  Moreosco  and  Cabrerizos,  keepings 
the  advanced  post  stiU  at  Akiea  Lingua. 

'  Hy  n<M>H,  er«ry'  thing  being  prepared  for  a  general 
action,  the  enemy  had  advanced  as  far  as  Calvarissa 
de  Abaxo:  but  Marmout,  observing  the  disposition  sq 
judiciously  made  for  his  warm  reception,  thought  pro«> 
per  to  retire  again  in  the  afternoon  to  recross  the  Tor- 
mes  at  Huerta,  and  from  thence  to  the  position  he  had 

.  before  occupied.* 

20,  AN  These 


*  Up  to  this  pcfiod. ihe  army  was  so  completely  occupied  that  the  ' 
siege  of  the  Forts  did  not  advance  with  the  rapidity, the  gallant  Com- 
inander-in-  Chief  had  expected.  Indeed  from  the  pains  taken^  and 
the  expense  incurred  in  their  construction,  he  was  prepared  to  mieet 
with  some  difficulties,  and  provided  an  equipment  accordingly  ;  thes^  ^ 
difficulties  were  of  a  formidable  nature;  and  the  forts  three  in  aumber, 
each  defending  the  other^  were  very  strong,  although  not  of  a  regular 
construction.     /  . 

By  the  25th  of  June,  there  were  breaches  open  in  the  Convent  of 
St.  Vincent,  which  was  the  principal  work;  but  these  couJcfnotbe 
attacked  with  propriety  until.the.  assailants  should  get  possession  of 
.  San  Cayetano ;  accordingly  Major-General  Clinton  made  an  atteni{»t 
to  carry  that  work  by  storm  on  the  night  of  the  23d^the  gorge-having 
been  completely  damaged  by  the  fire  from  British  batteries — but  the 
attempt  unfortunately  falTed  and  Major-General  Bowes  unhappily,  bi^ 
gallantly  fell.**  \ 

£very  nerve  was.  now  strained  to.  hasten  the  reduction  of  those 
forts,  in  order  that  the  British  army  might  proceed  further  against  the 
enemy  ;  and  accordingly  on  the  26th,  in  the  afternoon,  the  ammunition 
which  was  sent  for  having  arrived,  the  fire  was  immediately  recom- 
menced upon  the  gorge  of  the  redoubt  of  San  Cayetano,  in  which  a 
^practicable  breach  was  effected  at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  and  the  assailants  had  succeeded  nearly  aboiit  the  same  time  ' 
in  setting  fire  to  the'  buildings  in  the  large  fort  of  St.  Vincent,  by  the 
-fire  from  which  the  approach  to  San  Cayetano  by  its  gorge  was  de** 
fended* 

_     -  The 

**  The  gallant  Major-General  was  so  icager  for  the  success  of  the 

'  enterprise,  that  be  had  gone^forward  with  the  storming  party,  which 

consisted  of  a  part  of  his  brigjide,  and  was  wounded  ;  and,  after  his  first 

wound  was  dreSsed,  he  returned  ag^^in  to  the  assault,  and  received  a 

second  wound  which  killed  Ito*    ^i^'he  lots  besides,  both  in  ofiicers  and 


men,  was  considerable^ 


f 
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These  events  were  not  only  of  importance  to  th» 
general  cause,'  but  they  tend  also  to  display  the  cha- 
racter 


•*m^ 


The  Earl  of  W^ellington  seized  on  the  eventful  moment,  andjnflantlj 
gave  directions  that  the  forts  of  St.  Cayetano,  and  La  Merced  should 
be  stormed  ;  and  some  little  delay  occurred,  in  consequence  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  these  forts  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards 
the  commanding  officer  of  St.  Vincent*  having  expressed  a  desire  to 
capitulate  after  the  lapse  of  a  certain  number  of  hours.  A5  it  was 
obvious,  however,  that  (hose  propositions  were  made  in  order  to  gain 
time,  till  the  fire  of  St.  Vincent  should  be  distinguished,  his  Lordship 
refused  to  listen  to  any  terms,  unless  the  forts  should  be  instantly  sur- 
rendered ;  and  having  found  (he  Conomanding  Officer  of  St  Cayetano, 
who  was  the  first  to  otTer  to  surrender,  was  entirely  dependant  upon 
the  Governor  of  St.  Vincent,  and  could  not  venture  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  capitulation  which  he  had  offered  to  make,  the  EarlimiQe- 
^diately  gave  directions  (ha(  the  storming  of  that  fort,  and  also  of  La 
Mffced,  should  instantly  (ake  place. 

This  gallant  assault  'A'as  performed  in  (he  most  undaunted  manner  by 
detachments  of  the  6th  division, .  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Davies  of  the  36th  reginient,  under  the  direction  of  Major- 
General  Clinton.  The  troops  entered  the  fort  of  St.  Cayetaoo  by  the 
gorge ;  and  escaladed  that  of  La  Merced  :  the  whole  taking  place  with 
a  very  trifling  loss  on  the  part  of  the  British. 

I'he  good  efTects  of  this  rapidity  of  decision,  and  gallantry  of  exe- 
cution, where  soon  apparent ;  for  no  sooner  did  the  British  flag  display 
its  united  crosses  through  the  retiring  smoke,  waving  protection  over 
those  walls  where  the  French  Eagle  had*screamed  the  cry  of  desolation, 
than  the  governor  of  St.  Vincent  sent  out  to  notify  the  surrender  of 
that  fortress,  on  the  termsv  which  jiad  previously  been  offered.  These 
were  that  the  garrison  should  march  out  with  the  honors  of  war :  that 
they  should  be  prisoners  of  War ;  and  the  officers  to  retain  their  personal 
military  baggage,  and  the  soldiers  their  knapsacks. 

With  hfs  accustomed  promptitude  aud  humanity,  his  Lordship 
d^m^d  it  expedient  to  accept  the  place  by  capitulation  on  those  terms 
and  put  a  stop  to  (he  attack  ;  this  was,  however,  a  generous  conces- 
sion ;  for  such  were  the  judicious  arrangements,  and  so  ardent  the  im- 
petuosity, of  the  allied  troops,  that  the  Qth  regiment  of  the  Portuguese 
Ca^adores  had  stormed  one  of  the  outworks,  and  were  actually  at  that 
moment  in  possession  of  it. 

This  was  another  lesson  to  the  French  tlfSt  neither  industry  not 
their  valour  could  withstand  the  shock  of  British  perseverance  and 
British  gallantry  ;  in  fact  in  less  than  three,  weeks,  were  thus  carried 
^orks  wliich  liad  takea  nearly  three  years  in  constructing,  and  that  with 
jncrcaaed  activity  for  the  preceding  nine  months. 

To  make  them  tenable,  a'  large  expense  had  been  incurred  ;  and 

iade'id 
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racter  of  the  noble  chieftain  intbe  most  admirable  point 
of  view;  perhaps,  indeed  the  most  remarkable  trait 
in  his  character  upoix  this  occasion,  was  the  modesty 
with  which  he  himself  acknowledged  the  disappoint-  ' 
ment  of  his  own  expectations.;  saying  that  he  was 
mistaken  in  his  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  means 
which  would  be  necessary  to  subdue  those. forts,  and 
was  therefore  obliged  to  send  to  the  rear  for  a  fresh 
supply  of  ammunition,  thus  necessarily  causing  a 
df&lay  of  six  days. 

As  soou .  as  the  enemy  heard  of  the  fall  of  those 
forts,  they  immediately  withdrew  their  garrison  from 
Albade  Tormes;  and,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
operations  were  carried  on  in  sight  of  Marmont^s  army 
which  iiad  remained  in  its  position,  with  the  right  at 
Cabeza  Vellosa,  and  the  left  at  Huerta,  till  the  night 
of  the  27th  of  June,  when  they  broke  up,  and  retired 
jn  three  columns  towards  the  river  Douro ;  one  of 
them  directing  its  march  upon  Toro,  and  the  others 
upon  Tordesillas. 

On  the  28th  Lord  Wellington  also  broke  up  the  ^ 
cantonments  of  the  allied  army,  and  on  the  30th  of 
June  they  were  encamped  on  the  Guarena. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  British  broke  up  their  en- 
campment,   and  the    enemy    having  retired    from 

3  N  2  ^  Alaejos 


indeed  those  works  being  sufficiently  garrisoned  with  about  eight  hun* 
dred  iiien>  and  armed  with  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  were  thus  of  a 
nature  to  renrlisr  it  totally  impossible  to  take  them^  -excepting  by  a  re* 
golaf  attack  ;  aihd  it  was  obvious  that  the  French  Commander-in* 
Chief  relied  upon  the  strength,  and  upon  their  being  sufficiently  gar* 
risoned,  and  armed,  as  he  had  left  in  St.  Vincent  large  depots  of 
clothing,  and  military  stores  of  every  description. 
'  *  The  total  loss  in  these  alfarrs  on  the  allied  side  was  1 15  killed,  and 
983  wounded.  The  pfiioners  amounted  to  706 ;  and  yet  Marshal  Mar* 
moot  hasjsince  had  the  modesty  to  declare  that  these  garrisons  caused 
a  greater  \o^s  to  the  allies  than  their  own  number  amounted  to.  Now 
it  must  be  remembered  that  even  this  total  of  the  aliies  killed  and' 
wounded  did  not  absolntely  take  place  at  the  attacks  only,  but  in  other 
partial  affairs  beween  the  two  armies  between  the  ;oth  and  27th  of 
June  inclusive, 
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Aluejos,  they  encamped  that  evening  on  the  Trsibaa- 
cos,  with  the  advanced  guard  upon  Nava  del  Key. 
The  Eari  of  Wellington  having  there  gdt  inforinatioa 
that  Marmont  had  destroyed  the  bridge  of  TordeaiUos 
be  immediately  gave  orders  for  the  British  advanced 
guard  to  cross  the  Zapardiel^  and  to  move  iq)Oti 
Rueda^  which  took  place  on  the  norning  of  the  dad 
supported  by  the  left,  whilst  the  right  ami  CMtre  «f 
the  army  moved  towiarda  Medina  del  CampOw 

It  appeared^  however,  soon  after  that  the  enemy  had 
not  destroyed  the  bridge  as  reported ;  but  that  their 
main  body  had  retired  upon  Tordessillas,  whilst  their 
rear-guard  was  left  at  Rueda. 

Ot\  this,  Iiientenant*General  Sir  Stapletoo  Cotton, 
immediately  attacked  their  rear-goard  with  Major- 
Generars  Anson^s  and  Alten's  brigades  of  cavalry, 
and  drove  them  in  upon  the  main  body  at  TordesiHas. 
As  the  right  and  centre  of  the  British  army  were,  how- 
ever,  at  some  distance.  Lord  Wellington  was  vm- 
able  to  bring  up  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  in  timoto 
attack  the  %nemy  duriifig  their  passage  of  the  Douro, 
and  accordingly  they  effected  that  operation  with  but 
little  toss,  taking  ^tbeit*  position  on  that  riv^r,  with 
their  rigtit  on  the  heights  opposite  PoUos,  their  centre 
at  Tordesillas^  and  their  left  at  Simancos  in  the 
Pisuerga. 

His  Lordship  on  the  next  day,  the  3d  of  June,  mov« 
ed  his  left  to  Polios,  and  obtained  possession  of  the 
ford  over  the  Douro  at  that  place,  in  front  of  the  posi- 
tions of  Marmpnt's  right  ;^  butasthe"  fore]  was  scarcely 
practicable  fer  infantry,  and  the  enemy *8  corps  w^rs 
strongly  posted,  with  a  considerabfe  quantity  of 
artillery,  on  those  heights  already  mentioned,  which 
commanded  the  plain  on  which  the  British  troops  must 
have  formed  after  crossing  the  font ;  and,  as  at  the 
same  time,  he  could  not  with  propriety  establish  the 
6rmy  on  therightof  the  Douro  until  he  Kad  adequate 
means  of  passing  that  river,  ha  dia  not  at  thait  mo* 
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nieht  think  it  prudent  to  push  the  advscnced  corps  any 
further** 

In  the  oourse  ef  the  Ifith  and  16th. of  June,  the 
enemy  moved  all  their  troops  to  the  right  of  their . 
^position  on  the  Douro,  and  their  army  was  concen- 
trated between  Tore  and  San  Roman*  A  consider- 
able body  then  passed  the  Douro  at  Toro  on  the  l6th» 
when  Lord  Wellington  immediately  moved  the  allied 
army  to  their  left  on  that  night,  with  ah  intention  to 
concentrate  on  •  the  Guarena.  As  the  Earl  of  Wel- 
lington most  candidly  afid  modestly  observed  in  his 
public  dispatches,  it  was  totally  t)uC  of  his  power  to 
prevent  Marraont  fVom  passing  the  Dduro  at,  any 

Eoint  which  he  might  think  expedient,  as  he  had  in 
is  possession  all  the%ridge$  over  that  river  tmd  many 
of  the  fords;  however,  he  recrossed  theDouro  at  Toro, 
on  the  night  of  the  16th,  moved  hitsi  whole  army  \a 
VdrdesHlasi  where  bfe  again  crossed  the  river  on  the 
morHing  of  the  17tb,  and  there  again  assembled  his 
army  at  Nava  defKey,  having  marched  not  less  tbaa 
ten  leagues  in  the  course  6f  the  17th. 

The  4th  and  light  divisions  of  British  infantry  an^^ 
Major- General  Anson's  brigades  of  cavalry,  had 
Inarched  to  Castrejon  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  with 

a  view ' 

«  General  Bonnet  %vho,  in  the  Utter  end  of  June,  had  btttfi  at  AqyU 
|«  deJ  Campo,  joined  Maripont's  army  on  the  7th  of  July.  In  fact^ 
Marmont  seehi8  to  have  felt  himself  obliged  to  make  )?very  effort  in  hit. 
power  to  keep  the  firitiBh  in  check  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the 
lAdintAt  B<>itn«t  joined  th)etn,  h^  esiteneded  his  Hoe,  pushing  his  right 
QBikr:»fipfo,  wkefehe  began  repairing  the  bridge  vrhich  he  had  be4 
fore  destroyed,  •.     .  .  • 

'  NVhiist  the  two  grand  armies  were  thus  watching  each  other^  D>ute« 
nant'General  Hill  was  dl«ng  good  service  in  the  south,  where  he  kept 
foiftU  S0  much  in  checkt  a»  to  prefect  him  from  making  any  divefsiois 
IB  favour  of  ths  arOiy  of  Portugal, 

General  Hill  broke  upfrom  Albuera  on  the  2nd  of  the  month,  and 
Inoved  upon  his  enemy,  who  retrred  before  him. to  Cordova  ;  on  th^ 
j^h  be  was  at  Llerene/ahd  it  that  tifne  part  of  Sou  It's  force  hact 
ttiafclied  epoa  Fueote  Ovcjuna  from  Bedfettf^a  ;  and  General  Drouet, 
with  ten  thousand  men,  with  a  very  -small  pmporiion  of  artillery,  had 
marched  through  Campillo  upon  Zalamea«  Such  was  the  state  of  af- 
fairs ju  the  9outh>  previous  to  the  ioiportant  eveots  now  approaching* 
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a  view  to  tbe^  assemblittg  of  the  i^rmy  on  the  Guarena 
and  were  at  Castrejon  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant* 
General  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  on  the  17th,  not  having 
been  ordered  to  proceed  further,  in  consequence  of  hk 
liordship  having  got  information  that  the  enemy  h^/i 
not  passed  the  Douro  at  Toro :  and  .there  were  suffi* 
cient  time  to  call  them  in  between  the  hour  at  which 
lie  received  the  intelligence  of  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
army  being  at  La  Nava,  and  day-light  of  the  morning 
of  the  18th. 

The  Earl  of  Wellington,  therefore^  with  a  due  re* 
J  gard  to  prudence^  immediately  took  measures  to  pro- 

vide of  their  retreat  and  junction,  by  moving  his  5th 
division  to  Tordesillas  de  la  Orden,  and  Major-Gene* 
rals  Marchant*s,  Alten's,  and  Book's  brigades  of  ca* 
valry  to  Alaejos. 

Marmont's  advance  attacked  the  troops  at  Castre* 
jon  at  the  dawn  of  day  of  the  18th  ;  but  Sir  Stapleton 
Cotton  maintained  his  post  with  great  firmness,  wither 
but  suffering  any  loiis,  till  the  cavali7  had  joined  him. 
Nearly  about  the  same  time  the  enemy  were  enabled 
to  turn  by  Alaejos  the  left  flank  of  the  British  position 
at  Castrejon. 

Tfae$e  gallant  troops  now  retired  in  admirable  order 
to  Tordesillas  de  la  Orden,  having  the  enemy's  whole 
army  on  theiv  flank,  or  in  their  rear  ;  and  thence  to 
the  Guarena,  which  river  they  passed  under  the  same 
circumstances,  and  then  effected  their  junction  igrith 
the  army. 

The  enemy  were  now  enabled  to  take  a  very  strong 
position  on  the  heights  on  the  right  of  the  Guarena, 
a  river  which  runs  into  the  Douro,  and  is  formed  b^ 
four  streams  that  unite  about  a  league  below'  CaniaieL 
(n  consequence  of  this,  the  Earl  of  Wellington  im- 
mediately placed  the  4th,  5th,  and  light  divisions,  on 
the  opposite  heights,  and  directed  the  remainder  of 
.  the  army  to  cross  the  Upper  Guarena  at  Vallasa,  in 
consequence  of  the  appearance  of  an  intention  on  the 
*art  of  the  eneniy  to  tnrn  bis  right. 
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.  Sbortly  after  this,  however,  Marmont  crossed  the 
Guarena  at  Carteillo,  below  the  junction  of  the 
streams,  thereby  manifesting^  an,  intention  to  preiss 
upon  the  left,  and  to  enter  the  valley  of  canizel.  At 
this  period,  Major-General  Alten*s  brigade  of  cavalry^ 
supported  by  the  3d  dragoons,  were  already  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  had  taken,  among 
other  prisoners,  the  French  General  Carriere  ;  and 
his  Lordship  immediately  directed  the  Hononrable 
Liieutenant-General  Cole  to  attack  with  Major-Gene* 
ral  Anson's  and  Brigadier-General  Harvey's  brigades 
of  infantry  (the  latter  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Stubbs)  the  enemy's  infantry  which  were  supporting 
their  cavalry.  He  immediately  iaittacked  and  defeat- 
ed them  with  the  27th  and  40th  regiments,  which  ad- 
vanced to  the  charge  of  bayonets,  Colonel  Stubb's 
Portuguese  brigade  supporting,  and  the  enemy  gave 
way  ;  many  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  Major- 
General  Aiten*s  brigade  of  cavalry  having  purs^ied 
the  fugitives,  two  hundred  and  forty  prisoners  were 
taken. 

The  enemy^  on  that  day,  did  not  make  iiny  further 
attempt  upon  the  left  j  but  having  re-inforeed  their 
troops  on  that  side,  and  withdrawn  those  which  had 
moved  to  their  left.  Lord  Wellington  immediately 
countermanded  that  part  of  the  army  at  Yallesa. 

On  the  19th  in  the  afternoon,  Marmont  withdrew 
all  his  troops  from  the  right,  and  marched  to  his  left 
by  Tarragona,  apparently  with  an  intention  of  turn- 
ing' the  British  right  ;  but,  with  the  most  judicious 
rapidity,  the  gallant  Earl  crossed  the  upper  Guarena 
aod  Yallesa  and  £1  Olmo  with  the  whole  of  the  allied 
army  in  tb,e  course  of  that  evening  and  night ;  and 
then  made  every  preparation  for  the  battle  which  was 
expec^ecl.totake  place  on  the  plain  of  Yallesa^  on  the 
morning  or  the  20th. 

Marmont,  however,  seems  not  to  have  relished  this 
steady  appearance  of  the  British;  for  instead  of  bring- 
ing^ them  to  action,  be  mad^,  shortly  after  daylighb 

anothe 
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another  moveiBent  in  several  columns  to  his  left* 
along^  the  heig^hts  of  the  Guarena,  which  rirer  he 
crossed  below  Ganta  la  Piedra,  and  encamped  that 
eveningfat  Babila Fuente  andYilla  Mala;  wbibt  the 
allied  army  made  a  correspondent  movement  to  its 
right  by  Contalpino,  and  encamped  the  same  evening 
at  Cabesa  Yellosay  the  6th  division;  and  Major-Gene« 
ral  Alten's  brigade^  being  upon  the  Tormes  at  Aldea 
Lingua. 

During  these  movements  there  were  occasional 
cannonades,  but  without  any  loss  on  the  side  of  the 
British. 

On  the  21st  in  the  morning,  the  Earl  of  Welling, 
ton  moved  the  left  of  the  British  army  to  the  Tormes, 
wherp  the  whole  wals  thus  concentrated ;  and,  at  the 
name  time,  Marmont  made  a  movement  towards  the 
river  Huerta. 

Through  the  whole  of  this  raonoBuvring,  the  enemy  *s 
object  was  evidently  to  cut  off  the  British  communica- 
tion with  Salamanca  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;'  but  in  this 
he  was  qut-manceuvred,  whilst  on  his  side  his  outly* 
ing  posts  found  themselves  so  awkwardly  situatedi 
that  they  abandoned  and  destroyed  the  fort  of  Mira- 
bete  on  the  Tagus,  so  far  back  as  the  14th,  the  gar- 
rison marching  to  Madrid,  and  there  forming  part  of 
the  army  of  the  centre  j  in  fact  they  were  reduced  to 
five  days*  provisons,  and  could  no.  longer  remain  in 
an  hostile  country. 

The  important  day,  on  which,  perhaps,  .the  fate  of 
Spain  depended,  was  now  fast  approaching  ;  and  on 
the  21st,  in  the  evening,  Marmont  crossed  the 'Tor- 
mes with  the  greatest  part  of  his  troops,  by  the  fords 
between  Alba  de  Tormes  and  Huerta,  moving  by 
the  left,  towards  the  roads  leading  to  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo. 

The  allied  army,  closely  watching  his  movements, 
with  the  exception  of  the  3d  division,  and  General 
D'Urban*s  cavalry  likewise  crossed  the  Tormes  in  the 
evening  by  the  bridge  of  Salamanca,  and  the  fords 

in 
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in  the  vicinity  ;  when  the  Earl  of  Wellington  placed 
those  troops  in  a  position,  of  which  the  right  was 
upon  one  of  the  two  heights  called  Dos  Arapiles, 
and  the  left  on  the  Tormes,  below  the  ford  of  Sknta 
Martha. 

The  ird  division,  and  Brigadier- General  D*Urban's 
cavalry,  were  left  at  Cabrerizos,  on  the  right  of  the 
Tormes,  as  a  precautionary  nieasure  on  the  part  ci 
his  Lordship,  as  the  enemy  had  still  a  large  corps  oii 
th^  heights  above  Babilafaente,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  river :  and  also,  as  he  considered  it  not  impro- 
bable that,  finding  the  British  army  prepared  for 
them  in  the  morning  on  the  left  of  the  Tormes,  they 
would  alter  their  plan,  and  manoeuvre  by  the  othLec" 
bank. 

The  gallant  and  watchful  Earl  received  i6telU' 
gence  in  the  course  of  that  night,  the  truth  of  which 
he  could  not  doubt,  that  General  Clauzel  h»d  arrived 
at  PoUds  on  the  20th,  with  the  cavalry  and  hori^e 
artillery  of  the  army  of  the  North,  to  join  Marshal 
Jdarmont  *,*  and,  as  he  was  quite  certain  that  these 

20.  3  O  troops 
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*  Marniont,  who  is  a  Marshal  of  the  Emptref  Is  saiid  to  o\ve  that  si* 
tuatitm  less  to  his  services  than  to  his  personal  favour  with  Suonaparte. 
'  General  Sarazin,  who  knew  him  well>^teHs  us  that' he  is  now  about 
forty' years  old,  is  welt  loolcing,  his  features  regular,  extremely  well 
formed,  and  his.  gait  very  elegant ;  but  he  is  insupportable  proud,  and 
treats  his  subordinates  with  an  air  of  contenapt  that  has  created  hrmt 
many  enemies  in  the  French  army.  He  keeps  up  a  princely  esta- 
l)lishment,  even  in  the  very  camps — he  lies  always  nuVhei^ous  equU 
pages  with  him  ;  he  either  is,  or  effects  io  be,  very  fond  6f  hunting  ; 
and  is  always  followed  by  numerous  packs  of  houqdsf  wherever  he 
goes. 

Descended  from  a  noble  family,  Marnnont  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  was  intended  for  the  artillery  ;  bat  ddring  the  first  War  of 
the  revolutioa,  whilst  serving  in  the  army  of  Italy,  Buonaparte  ap« 
pointed  him  one  of  his  aid*de*camps ;-  and  his  conrage  and  intelligence 
soon  obtained  him  the  confidence  of  his  general,  who  employed  hioi 
on  many  trying  occasions,  on  all  of  which  he  suceeedcd  :  and  though 
only  chief  of  battalion,  in  1796,  yet  he  had  the  honour  of  being  seal 
to  Paris,  to  present  to  the  directory  twenty-two  stand  of  colouts  taken 
from  the  Austrians  under  General  Wurmtef. 

On 
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troops  would  be  able  to  join  liirn  on  the  22nd  or  23rd 
at  latest,  it  becu'iie  an  important  object  to  hasten 
the  action  as  mdcli  as  possible. 

During  that  night  the  enemy  had  taken  pos- 
session o?  the  village  of  Calvaroso  de  Arabi,  and 
of  the  height  near  it,  called  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
iPena,  the  British  cavalry  still  being  in  possession  of 
Calvarosa  de  Abexo  ;  and  shortly  after  day-light  on 
the  morning  of  the  22n(l,  detachments  from  both  ar- 
mies attempted  to  gain  possession  of  the  more  dis- 
tant from  the  British  ri^ht  of  the  two  hills  called  Dos 
Aripiles. 

In  this  manoeuvre  Marmont  sncceededi  not  indeed 
by  superior  gallantry  or  skill  ;  but  the  French  de- 
tachment being  the  strongest,  and  having  been  con- 
cealed in  the  woods  nearer  to  it  than  the  British  de- 
tachment, he  was  enabled  to  take  it  by  priority  of 
occupation,  thereby  materially  ^strengthening  his  own 
position,  and  affording  himself  increased  means  of 
annoying  those  of  Lord  Wellington. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  morning  the  light  troops 
of  the  7th. division,  and  the  4th  Cagadores,  belong- 
ing to  General  Pack*s  brigade,  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy  on  the  height  called  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Pena :  on  which  height  they  maintained  themselves 
with  the  enemy  throughout  the  day. 

The 

t 

On  the  peace  of  Campo  Fofmio  he  returned  to  France,  where 
he  married  the  only  daughter  of  Peregaux,  the  rich  and  wefl  knowii 
banker  t  one  of  the  iirst  houses  in  i^aris  f^r  wealth  and  probity;  a 
match  supiKMed  to  have  been  arranged  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  Buonaparte  himself., 

He  accompanied  Budnaparteto  Eg\'pt»and  was  not  only  his  contpa- 
nton  on  his  relarn,  but  the  principal  agent  in  arranging  matters  for 
that  part  otf  the  expedition.  Afterwards,  when  Dessaix  overthrew  the 
Austrians.flt  the  battle  of  Marengo,  MurnK}nt  contributed  much  to  the 
success  of  the  attack  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  which  he  caused  to 
sdvariee  nearly  within  mosquet  shot  of  the  enemy's  Fine, 

Genferal  Sarazin  asseits,  that  if  military  merit  were  to  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  quantum  of  [uxnary,  pridej,  and  arrogant  tone  of  the  ia- 
dlvidual,  tb«n  Marmont  siiou Id  i>e  considered  as  the  worthiest  disciple 
•f  BMonaf  arte«      ^ 
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Attack  of  Arapi1e», 


The  possession  of  the  enemy,  however,  of  the  more 
distant  of  the  Arapiles,  rendered  it  neccassary  for 
Lord  WcUfftgton  to  extend  the  right  of  'the  British 
army,  en  poterice,  to  the  heights  behind  the  village 
of  Arapiles,  and  to  occupy  that  village  with  light  in- 
fantry ;  and  for  that  purpose  be  placed  there  the  4th 
division,  under  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-General 
Cole ;  and  although,  from  the  variety  of  the  enemy's 
movements,  it  was  difticalt  to  form  a  satisfactory 
judgment  of  Marmont's  intentions,  his  Lordship  con* 
sidered  that,  upon  the  whole,  his  subjects  were  upon 
the  left  of  the  Tormes, 

He  therefore  immediately  ordered  the  Honourable 
Major-General  Pakenham,  who  cotnrnanded  the  3rd 
division  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant-General  Pic* 
ton  on  account  of  ill  health,  to  move  across  the 
Tormes,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  includ- 
ing Brigadier-General  D'Urban's  cavalry,  and  to 
place  himself  behind  Aldea  Tejada  ;  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Bradford's  briofade  of  Portuguese  infantrv,  and 
pon  Carlos  D'Cispeoa's  infantry,  having  been  moved 
np  likewise  to  the  neighbom*hood  of  Las  Torres,  be- 
tween the  3rd  and  4th  divisions. 

After  a  variety  of  evolution^  and  movements  Mar- 
,niont  appeared  at  last,  to  have*,  determined  upon  his 
plan,  about  two  in  the  siftemoon  ;  and  under  cover 
of  a  very  heavy  cannonade,  which,  however,  did  the. 
British  but  little  damage,  he  extended  bis  left,  and 
moved  forward  his  troops,  apparently  with  an  inten* 
tion  to  enibrance,  by  the  position  of  his  troops,  and  by 
his  fire,  the  single  post  on  the  Arapiles  which  Lord 
Wellington  occupied,  and  from  thence  to  attack  and 
break  the  line;  or,  at  all  events,  to  render  difiBcnlt 
any  movement,  on  the  part  pf  the  allies,  to  their 
right. 

However  daring,  or  even  judicious,  wos  thi$j  plan 
of  Marmont's,  yet  it  compcised  within  itself  the  pri- 
mary elements  of  his  defeat,  when  opposed  to  such  a 
l^eneral  as  the  gallant  and  discriminating  Welling- 

3^02  toui 
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Commencement  of  tbe  attack. 


ton  ;  for,  as  his  Lordship  observes,  this  extension  of 
his  line  to  its  left,  and  its  advance  upon  the  British 
right,  notwithstanding  that  his  troops  stiil  occupied 
.very  strong  ground,  and  his  position  was  well  idefeoded 
by  cannon,  gave  to  the  allied  army  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  him,  for  which  his  Lordship  had  long  been 
anxious. 

Lord  Wellington,  with  a  happy  rapidity,  second* 
ed  by  the  ardour  of  his  gallant  companions,  imme* 
diately  reinforced  the  right  with  the  5th  divisiooi 
under  Lieutenant- General  Leith,  which  he  placed 
behind  the  village  of  Arapiles  on  the  right  of  the 
4th  division  ;  and  with  the  6th  and  7th  divisions  in 
reserve  ;  and,  as  soon  as  these  troops  had  taken  their 
stations,  he  directed  the  Honourdble  Major-General 
Pakenham  to  move  forward  with  the  3rd  division,  and 
General  D'Urban's  cavalry,  and  two  squadrons  of 
the  14th  light  dragoons,  under  Lieqtenant-Colonel 
tiervey,  in  four  columns  to  tarn  the  enemy^s  left  on 
the  heights,  (thereby  outmanoeuvring  him  in  his 
o^n  move,)  whilst  Brigadier-General  Bradford's 
brigade,  the  5th  division  under  Lieutenant-General 
licith,  the  4th  division  under  the  Honourable  Major* 
General  Cole,  and  the  cavalry  under  Sir  Stapleton 
C!ottt)iii,  should  attack  them  in  front,  supported  in  re* 
serve  by  the  6th  division,  under  Major-General  Clinton 
the  7th  division  under  Major-General  Hope,  whilst 
Don  Carlos  d'Espagna's  Spanish  division,  and  Briga^ 
dier-General  Pack's,  should  support  the  left  of  the  4tb 
division,  by  attacking  that  of  Dos  Arapilas,  which 
the  enemy  held.  The  1st  and  light  divisions  occa- 
pied  the  ground  on  the  left,  and  were  in  reserve. 

Such  were  the  judicious  movements,  which,  with 
the  eye  of  an  eagle,  the  gallant  Wellington  saw  at 
a  glance  were  tiecessary  to  counteract  the  precon* 
certed  hostile  manoeuvres  in  his  front  ;  and  such 
were  thie  nances  of  tBose,  whose  task  it  was  to  exet 
cute  a  plan  so  rapidly  conceived,  and  so  Judiciously 
combined.  :  '-'  •         *     ' 
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.  In  fact  nothtag  could  b^  more  daring  than  the  pli^n 
of  bis  Lordship,  who  thas  changed  a  defence  against 
the  outflanking  and  attack  of  Marmont,  into  the  very 
same  movements  upon  his  ^issaiUnt ! 

This  important  attack  upon  the  French  left  was 
instantly  made,  according  to  the  plan  of  th^  Com- 
mander-in-Chief; land  as  completelyt  and  almost  as  in* 
Stan tly,  succeeded.^  General Faken ham,  fully  compre- 
hending the  plan  of  his  noble  brother-in-law,  formed 
the  3rd  iiivision  across  the  enemy's  flank,  and  over- 
threw every  thing  thfit  opposed  him.  These  troop» 
were  supported  in  the  most  gallant  style  by  the  Por?* 
tuguese  clv^lry,  under  Brigadier-General  D'Urban, 
and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hervey's  squadrons  of  the 
14tb,  who  successfully  defeated  every  attempt  ixkade 
by  the  enemy  on  the  flank  of  the  3rd  division.f 

Whilst  this  was  going  on,  Brigadier-General 
Bradford's  brigade,  the  4th  and  dth  divisions,  and 
the  cavalry  under  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Stapleton 
Cotton,  attacked  the  enemy  in  front,  and  drove  his 
troops  before  them,  from  one  height  to  another, 
bringing  forward  their  right  so  as  to  gain  strength 
upon  the  enemy's  flank  in  proportion  to  their  ad* 

vance; 


f* 


*  "  After  ascending  the  hill  till  witiiin  forty  yardsof  them«  wene* 
rttf  but  for  a  moment,  once  saw  them.  At  the  above  distance  we  gav« 
three  cheers,  receiving  their  fire,  {one  of  their  rtinks  knee4ii)g>)  reiura* 
€d  it,  and  directly  charged  ;  upon  vrhich  they  immediately  faced  abou^ 
aad  setoff,  bat  rallied  again  for  a  short  time ;  when,  fipding  us  inclined 
for  nothing  but  the  bayonet,  they  set  off  before  us  altogether,  and  our 
cavalry  dashed  in  amongst  them  and  played  the  devil  !*' 

Letter /rorn  en  OJHttr. 

t  **  The  French  look  at  us,  and  looked  savagely  too,  as  if  deter« 
mined  to  withstand  our  charges ; — it  was  all  a  fudge — we  Crossed  bay* 
onets,  and  away  went  the  conquerprs  of  Austreliiz  and  £ylau»  We 
havtelost  few  men  in  this  battle  ;  the  French  lost  most  of  their  men  in 
their  disorderly  retreat.  It  was  the  second  edition  of  Maida*— we  iiad 
only  to  cut  down  as  they  flew.— Their  arms,  baggage,  drums^  musie» 
.  every  thing  was  abandoned— -the  British  and  Portuguese  cheering  and 
billing  till  the  night  fall — ^tbat  night  fall  which  alone  prevented  th« 
CAtiic  destruction  and  dispersion  of  the  whole  French  grand  army  !'* 
<      '  .    •  letter  Jr&m  ^n  Q^cet* 
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Vance ;  andSri^dier-G^neral  Pack  i^tbe  same  time 
Blade  a  very  gallant  attack  upon  the  Arapiles,  in  whicb» 
however,  he  did  not  succeed,  excepting  in  diverting 
the  attention  of  the  eAemy's  corps  placed  upon  it  from 
tbe  troops  under  tbe  command  of  General  Cole  in  his 
advance. 

Tbe  cavalry,  under  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  now  made 
a  most  gallant  and  successful  charge  agninst  a  body 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  which  they  completely  over- 
threw and  cut  to  pieces;  but  in  this  chargpe  the  gallant 
liajor-Generq]  Le  Marcfaant  waj»  killed  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade** 

After  the  crest  of  the  height  wa»  carried,  one  di* 
Tision  of  the  ebemy^s  infantry  made  a  stand  against 
Ihe  4th  division,  which,  after  a  severe  contest,  was 
obliged  to  give  way,  in  consequence  of  tb^  enemy 

having 

■■      '  ■  ■  ■  .  ■  ■  ■■"■  ■!■■■■■  ■ ■  ,     ,.     ,  ■      f  .■  I 

_  I 

'  *  The  gallant  Le  Marchant  was  a  native  of  Guernsey ;  and»  ha-v^n& 
•mbrttced  the  military  profession  at  an  early  period  of  life,  served 
principally  in  the  cavalry,  being  a^way^  considered  a^  an  ofiicer  of 
great  activHyf  and  strictly  attentive  to  all  the  duties  connected  ^ith 
his  profrssion.  In  addition  to  his  personal  gallantry,  he  is  particularly 
ttofticeable  for  the  great  improvements  he  brought  forward  in  the  arnvy 
^itb  respect  to  the  sword  exercise,  and  also  in  digesting  the  system 
published  for  the  cavalry  in  1796  from  the  War- Office,  fiut  his  pob- 
)tc  spirit  and  perseverance  were  the  most  conspicuous  from  the  share  he 
l»ad  >A  tbe  frairing  and  institution  of  the  Royal  Mib'tary  College;  a 
public  senMoary  founded  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  academy  at 
Woolwich,  but  more  extensively  applicable  to  the  education  of  every 
rank  and  description  of  army  officers. 

As  a  reward  for  his  skill  and  perseverance,  he  was  appointed  Lien* 
tenant-Governor,  and  held  that  office  for  some  years  with  credittq 
him^lf,  and  advantage  to  the  institution  ;  but  the  last  proniolion  pre^ 
viQus.to  his  joining  thfe  army  in  Portugal  having  given  him  a  rankia-^ 
compatible  with  the  situation,  he  was  once  more  engaged  in  active 
service. 

He  had  been  bot  a  short  time  in  Portugal  when  he  received  the  a^ 
flicting  intelligence  of  the  death  of  his  amiable  consort,  wh€*m  he  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  in  a  state  of  pregnancy.  His  grief  at  so  melan* 
cboly  an  i;vent  was  now  only  to  be  soothed  by  the  bustle  of  an  active 
campaign  :  and  there  he  fell — leaving  a  large  fai^nily  unprotected,  but 
yrho  have  all  been  handsomely  provided  for  by  the  benevolent  patron- 
age of  the  Prince  ]Kcgent,  and  the  generous  gratijLQide  of  an  applaodio^ 
irouAlry. 
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having  thrown^  some  troops  on  the  left  of  tUe  4tli 
after  the  failure  of  General  Pack^s  attack  upon  the^ 
Arapjles ;  and  at  this  moment  the  Honourable  Ge* 
neral  Cole  ws^s  wounded.  But  at  this  critical  mo- 
medt  Marshal  Sir  William  Beresford  being  pn  the. 
spot  he  immediately  directed  General  Spray's  bri« 
gade  of  the  ^th.  divisipjn,  which.was  in  the  2d  line,  to, 
change  its  front,  and  to  brip^.  its  fire  on  the  flank  of 
the  eneimy\s  division  ;  and  whilst  engaged  in,  this  ser- 
vice he  received  a  severe  wound,  which,  for  a  long 
timQ  afterwards,  deprived  the  service  of  his  active 
exertions. 

Nearly  about  the  sanie  time  f;oo  Lieutenant-Genei'al 
Leith  received  a  wound  which  unfortunately  obliged 
him  to  quit  the  field;  on  which  Lord  Wellington, 
whose  eye  was  every  where,  immediately  ordered  up 
the  6th  division,  under  Major-General  Clinton,  to  re« 
lieve  the  4th,  and  the  battle  was  soon  restored  to  its 
former  success* 

The  enemy^s  right,  however,  reinforced  by  the 
troops  which  had  fled  from  bis  left,  and  by  those 
which  had  now  retired  from  the  Arapiles,  still  con- 
tinued to  resist ;  on  which  Lord  Wellington  ordered 
the  1st  and  light  divisions,  and  Colonel  Stubb's  Por- 
tuguese brigade  of  the  4th  divison,  which  was  te^ 
formed,  and  General  Anson^s  brigade,  to  turn  the 
right,  whilst  the  6th  division,  supported  by  the  3d  and 
5th  attacked  the  front.* 

It 


■^         m 


*  ^NotKiag^  can  more  illustrate  the  gallantry  of  the  Commander-in-* 
X!!hief  tbaa ,  the  various  anecdotes  of  the  battle  contained  in  different 
letters  from  the  army  :  but  to  insert  even  the  tenth  part  of  them  would 
&r  exceed  our  limits. 

Clear  as  was  his  conception,  andJudlciQUSLas  was  his  plan,  nothiAg. 
coufd  be  mere  concise  than  his  orders  ;— to  General  Leith,  who  was 
ordered  io  the  attack  of  the  hill,  he  had  ohly  time  to  say,  *'  Push  on, 
and  drive  them  to  the  Devil  :*' — and  when  the  business  was  over,  and 
the  dilfeneiit  officers  came  round  his  Ijordsliip  to  congratulate  him  pre- 
vious to  bis  pursuit,  he  only  smiled,  and  said,  "  Marmont  has  forced  me 
t0  Jick  him  !"  Indeed,  it  Is  evideat  that  bis  Lordship  would  not  hav« 
7  commenced 
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It  was  dark  before  thi»  point  was  carried  by  the  6th 
division^  and  the  enemy  tied  through  the  woods  to  wairds 
the  Tonnes.  His  Lordship  immediately  pursued  them 
with  the  1st  and  light  divisions,  and  General  Anson's 
brigatle,  and  some  squadrons  of  cavalry,  under  Sir 
Stapleton  Cotton,  as  long  as  he  cobtd.  fiha  any  of  them 
together,  directing  his  pursuit  upon  Huerta,  .and  the 
fonls  of  the  Tormes,  by  which  tne  enettiy  had  passed 
in  their  advance  :  f)ut  the  dat^kness  of  the  night  was 
litghly  advantageous  to  the  eneiiiy,  many  of  whom 
•scaped  under  its  cover  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  made  prisoners.^ 

Lord  Wellington,  with  his  jgaUant  comrades,  re- 
newed the  pursuit  at  break  of  day,  and  Bock's  and 
Anson's  brigades  of  cavalry,  having  conie  up  iri  the 
night,  and  having  crossed  the  Tormes,  the  pursuers 
were  eneabled  to  come  up  with  the  enemy's  rear-guard 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  near  Le  Serna  ;  when  they 
were  immediately  attacked  by  the  two  brigades  of 
dragoons,  and  the  cavalry  fled,  leaving  the  infantry 
to  their  fate.  On  this  occasion,  his  Lordship  observ- 
ed, that  he  had  never  witnessed  a  more  gallant  charge 
than  was  now  made  on  the  eiiemy^s  infantry,  the 
whole  of  which,  three  battalions,  were  made  prisoners. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  .until  the  evening  of  the 
23d  as  far  as  Peneranza  ;  whilst  the  scattered  remains 
of  Marmont^s  army  passed  through  Flores  de  Avelin, 
and  afterwards  by  Arevalo  towards  Valladolid,  where 
they  were  joined  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the 
army  of  the  north,  but  too  late  to  retrieve  their  broken 
fortunes*  ' 

It  was  difficult  tu  ascertain  es^actly  tlie  enemy's 

loss 


commenced  the. action  even  then,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Marraoat's 
blunder  in  extending  his  line,  and  thereby  affording  his  lordship,  a;^ 
he  himself  observed,  the  opportunity  he  had  so  anxiously  wished  for« 
It  vras,  in  fact,  a  military  game  of  draughts  I 

*  Owfng  to  this  darkness  it  unfortu  nately  happened  that  Sh*  Staple- 
ton  Cotton  was  wounded  by  one  of  the  British  sentinels^  aft^r  the  army 
Dad  halted.  • 
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I4M  in  tliis>1irilii«iit  ttetSoU';  bM  the  acknowiddginent 

Wbich  li«  fttbte  iMeea  iviade  bj  ;Mnrmeiii  hiowelf^ 

^  ^Iv  3  p  renders 


*  Th«  |plai<  9tkd  mo4et^  stcoount  of  this  •decisive  tod. gaUaat  action^ 
Urom  tkeiMio  Qft\i9  Marq^s  of  iV^Uingtan,  cettainly  require  lib  qom* 
mcnt;  yet  somucJi.  justice;  tt^ougb  unwilKngtyi  ha,s  beea  dooe  to  his 
g«UaftAry  «od  sk\Ht  bjrtbe  luurratiyeaf  his  rival*  that  W9  subjoin  that 
aocMiit^  in  order  to  pr^n^rve  and  band  it  down  to  posterity*  as  tbat 
4iocunient  alone  bis  sufficient  io  forai.tke  basis  of  his  future  fame. 

B^ft  ofMttrdud  the  Dukt^  tUfgmh  AviAe  Minuter eUTmr.,' 

^TVflfeto,  JufySi. 
^  Mt>n9ie<lr,----Tlieiilferi%i)sClm-af  tbe4»mm«oiei^  with  France^, 
cfnce'  the  opening  of  the  eaAij^lgn^  havrng  prevented  roe  from  giving 
ycm  tire  siioeesaivi^  aceobotsi  df  tbe  evema  which  bare  passed,  I  «haM 
./commence  this  report  from  ttie  moment  at  vbidi'liw  £nglisli  began 
opera^ibttS ;  and  I  am  (oing  to  have  the'^booottr  ta  place-  beftoie  ymiy 
in  detit) '4  «f]'.  the'  ibO^temeolS'  «rh4cb  baite  been  eiteuted,  to  the  uur 
happy  event  that  has  juit  taken  place*  aikd  wMeh  we  vere  hr  fvaak  eiu> 

«^  in  (h<Ef  bibatb  ol' May  I  was  jnfbrmed  the  fingtlsh  arm:jr  would 
o^p^'tbe^tepotgn  with  very  powerful  means;  I  lAlonwed'tbe'IUligof 
ik,  fff  order  that  be  might  afd^pt -such  diapo^itionsasbethqMgbtpixyper; 
'  and  f  likewise  a^uafitttH '  peneval  C^arilta  with  itj  that  he  might 
take*  meiwr^  for  sendiiig  me  sueoours  wbea  the  moment  should  haw 
atriverf.    ■:  •     •        •••'.■ 

«*  the  «f«frcfnife  diffieutty  in  procuring  subsistence/  the  tmposiibih'tf 
^t^roviffbnfng  tbetroo^,  Meii  astombked*  preveaied me  fttimr  having 
j^ore  tbAn  efght  ojr  ^iilebattillions  in- SaUmaoca  $  %futall  wete  in  feadi- 
iitMtibjbiii  mein  a*fev^dayt. 

''On  the  l^hof  June,  the  enemy's  army  passed  the  Agueda;  oU  thO 
Hth*  ior  the  fnorniiit^,  I  irat  informed  of  it ;  atid  the  ord^tta  f(ir  ass^in«- 
bltf)^  wal  given  (btbe  trOops.  On  the  leilk,  the  fioglish  armt  arrived 
beibre<8alamanea.   •  .J 

'  •*  f i» the  night  betwotti  tbeltffh and  i7th I  evabual^d  tbat  town.  leavX 
ing  n^VMbeleiS  a  j^arvisoit  lA  t«i%  forts  I  had  constructed ;  and  which* 
bj^  iht  ^traiile  activity  used  in  their  t^afstrdiedon,  wcr«^  in  a  itate  of 
defence.  I  maidieKlifix  leagbesrlroffl  9alamattiea  ;  and  t^here^  haVin|^. 
collected  fite  divissOns*  I  apfiroacbed  tbat  town  \  ^dlrove  before  me  the 
B»gnfeh'a4vantM  0osts«  end  dl^iged  theenemy*^  atmy  to  shew  #hat 
attUode  ftittckdnie^^on  tiktng ;  It  appeitred  determined  to  fight  upOb 
the  Ifioe  ri^g  girodild;'  and  strong  position/  San  Christoial.  The  re» 
maittd^r  of  the  army  •  jeMetf  me;  1  mandsuvredtraond  tbat  po^iifou* 
but  I  ac^i^d  ti^s  Certainty  tbat  it  every  where  presented  Obstacles 
difficult  to  be  cotoquered,  aiid  that  it  vas  better  jto  force  the  enemy  to 
come  upon  another  Seld  of  battle,  than  enter  fnto  action  with  them 
upon  ground  which  gave  them  too  many  advantages ;  besides^  dififerent 
f^MM  made  me  desire  to  prdotig  the  operations*  for  I  l»ad  just  re^ 

ceived 
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randers  >t  Itighty  prababJki,  .UiiU>  ibe?  <QBtiin«te  of  7000' 

6000 


^,,    a        _  _ 


cdved  a  letter  frbrii  General  Catfarilfi,  wMch' announce  A  io  <iWi  Hhat. 

he  had  cbllected  h1«  troops,  and  was  gbifl^f  ttr'niai?cU\bB«»ippour  me, 

vrhiUt  my  presence  woiild  have  suspended  fWs  lieg^'df  iht  fort   of 

Salamanca.     Things  remained  irt  this  state •fOfsoWe-days,-  and'tlw 4U--u 

mies  in  presence  of  each  other;  Hf^eblhe'  Wge»of  the  fbttof  Sala^ 

jnanca  wa<  vigorously  recommenced.'  •    •'  -  ^         '  •     - 

<<  Oa  accotrar  of  the  trifliogi.cltttaiW  mlnHx^  there  wa^  bet^reeittbe 

Frejich  axmy  aad  tBe* place,  and  by  means  of  the  signals  agreed  upon« 

I  waa  every  clayiofoniird  of  IbewHialJKMI'iQf  tiijir  plaipe^.  Tl^qsi^qf  tlie 

^iiPth.  and  dltli  informad me  tlie  hti  cuuld^Ul hoiji  pu^ve  4ay«;   tbe/i 

I  decided  lo.exceuie.tlit'  paMftg^of  •ti^lgy'PiH'm^Kand.fa^l  upoo  t^^. 

left  bank.  The  fort  o#  Alba,  yvhicli  1  haciif^arefMUyTpreseFvedy^gave  uie 

a  passage over*that  nv«r,:A  ae^  HcHspf  fipejra$^ft«  and  ao  io^pfirUiit 

poiott>f  support    I  mado^iiaiiositiQaa  pr4f^wv^skg.  tUis  pa^jge  oo  the 

night  between  tkc  eath  aad  ^ib- '      -  •    .'  <.::.^ 
*'  During  the  night  of  the  37th  the  lire  redoubled .;  and  the  enemy, 

€itigued  with  a  te^istance  which  tq  thep>  appe%i9Pc|  ^x:^ggi|r^a^|.  imd 

i«d*ly>t  balls: upon  the  fort     Unfoduttaj^ly  i|s  ipagfiaives^  c^ptaiped  i^ 

large  qifanlity  of  .n^aod ;.  it  took  fire,  ai^  im  anio^ta^t  th^  (ort.  >(^  f 

irast  fire..    It  wAt  impossible  for  the  bcaitegarrisat^i .  ^bo  c^efepded  it, 

to  support  jit  i(he  same  time  th^eneiny'sMtack^y^apU  tlie.  fire  wlucb- 

destroyed  the  defences,  magazines,  and   provisions,  and  plaoed  th^ 

soldierathf»aseAvesi(^ th^mpstdreadful  situ^^oa*    It .^nt^^Vhep .obliged 

io  sucteadef  «t  .diftcfation^  after  b^iogh^  ,th«»,hpoour'pf,i?epu|fjng, 

jtwo  assaults^.  4ild  oauaiog  tbei(»«my  aldff  .P^«4Ti9)r.e,tha4i  JiOOO,  iii^o^ 

viz,  double  their  own  force.     This  eveqt 'b^p^^^4.P^^A^^.:'^^^^».^ 

f'.  Tbo  eoeaiyy  bavli^  no  fartberobje^)  jjii^  jiis  m^]^s,tfe}{HU(|  th? 

Toripes}  a«d>.0n  theojh<Jic.h«i4i.eyW  ^lMO*\i»wP*Vf?«.^bi|A'^ 
be  prudent  to  await  the  reinforcements  announced  ir^a.fpr4Q.^l4n/i^filier 
by  the:^rp)ypf  IfcisNortll,  HcK;i^eHqnfe^?jyi^pj^Jiiqgi*|i^  ,arpiy.of 
the  DourpA  secuieofpaHiag  (hat.rive^.ip  i?f^^^.^^|3Piy.abQuU,.oiarc|¥ 
towarijs  us,  apd  ther<»4P  ^ke. MP  ^gf^iym^^^M^ff^^\^^lj^9k\^^9 
as  .the.  moment  for  actiog  pn  itiis  Ptt«^IW^^sl¥!^^«l■»WWC«r.  i  v-, 

'*  On.tiie  S?8th,  th^ arpty  depafM>.iiP<J  •^?qk.*«ftlUJen.iW .ti^Q^ 
are«)a ;  on  the^g»|b,  oa  .thfl  Trahanjps,^, ^yj^e  i^»»og59ft4^.f  The  eaer 
jny.h^yjng  follc^^wed  thti  jnoyeinent^  y'U{iiJ;MjE^¥>ftf..b«-.f5fc;e^  the 
afmy^ok  a  pojwtion  OQ;-the.?4parcUeri,^944>nftt«  -i^^  it  fiasse^  U«  _ 
PoMfost Tordjesi|l^,;a'PlaG^ wh^cVV<i<»<%%|(?f thep^P^V!? W^oM^    '^ 
Ti)e  toepf.th^,  XJpi^QJ?,  excej|ej|it];  4  «)a^e.iB.^fai|ijfv'frrj,4ispo|ili9ii 
.whifih  roig^ti-ep4e^.spr^^.gQQdd<fi:^q?,^^ljh]s4v,ft»^.i,  a?i<},j[;te4),nQ  - 
xauJ^e.  to  flqul^t  my  h9ingal^e,t9  defeat  ^'^r^je^e^pwu^.^f  U>^.?n^»y, 
iu. case,  they, should  at^mpt.the.pafis^gf.,,  ^..  ,v-;.-.m?..-  ( ,.  ,"..,    .- 
.\  *>  TJie  3fd/  being  theday^^fter  Jhatoa-yyhi«:h  jfe  passed  ti^e  Pqijijo^ljf 

,    "/  ^  "  .  made. 
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•liiW^nty  pEvecf^  of  cati|ioii»  Q^fBiiijmitiffp  waggotis,  twa 

3  P  2  eagles^ 


» t  •« 


Aiade  feyeraVasseoibl^g^s-pf  hU^or^^i  anfl  4onae  light  aii^mpts  U^ 
fiffe^i  thUpi9mBag(»  at  PoUqsj,  a  pQtnt  whlcli  fpr  him  waal4  have  be^it 
very,  advjfnusmis.^.  The  troops  which. I  ha(l  dispoeed,  and  a  few  qan* 
np»«hqt,',  yri^re  9uQcieo^  to  make  him  i immediately  ^Iveup  JiH  ^ole(« 
prise%  .•;      ,     .     I  {,..-,. 

.  *.'  in  contiDUaL  expiectsitoa  ofr.  ecemag.&Mccours  from  the  aniiy  of  th« 
North,  which  bad  iieen  .pcomi«ed  in  so  solemn  and  reiterated  a  msm^ 
net,*  I  endeatoured  to  add,  by  my  own  iiKlustry,  to  the  means  of  |4hb 
^rmy.  My  cavalry  wa%,  much  inferior,  tp  that  of  tht^e^eiuy.  The 
£Qijglis^  ^€^  nearly  5000  hor^e^  English  orGecman,  without %QURtin|^ 
tbe  Spajiiards,  formed  in|a  regular  tr90|»;  I  had  n^inQrethai^  20U0. 
AV^ith,  tills, disproportion  in  what  manner  cowl cf  one  M^t(9^^^pM\fiiM9' 
my  ?  How  avail  one's  self  of  any  aa vantage  that  might  be  ol)tai;ned  } 
I  h^(^-b^t  one  mean*  of. augmenting,  my  cavalry^  ai»4:Uia^>iia»by  tak- 
ing the  useless  hoctesjor  the  service  of  .tbe'aripiyv'i>r4«iDh*^^8».b^li9«gedi 
to  individuali  who  had  no  r4^iit  to  h^.ve  theq^^qr  irom  sueh,  a^  h^d^ii 
greats  i)i^oiiier  than  the^  ar^^  aii^w^d* .  i4t4'n^;^S'iUti  fn^gkin^ 
yse  of  tiiis  9ieans,  the  i>i^mU>e,tU  int^re^of  tbj»  ^c^y^  itnd  the  success 
of  the  9perationSy,  l?oii>g'  atsj^ahe^  jLithor^for^  ordere<l..i;he>se|8Mr«ol 
such  buries  fis.  wer^  ,Mnder  tAis  ^predicament :  sind  ( like^vjset  seiaed  H 
greajt,  number  \vhij;l\  were  with  ^a  convoy  .coroingJrDn\.44»dalu$ia;  M 
upon  estimation  of  their  VJtliie,  apiM^t^ing  payment, for  them*  -  This 
jneasvre*  executed  with  ^^^furity,  g^ve,  i^ .the  .space  of  eighjt  <i^js, 
1000  more  horsemen;  and  my  cavalry^  reunited,  amounted  tp  more' 
than '3000  combatants*  Meanwhile  I  no  Jess  hop^d  to  receive. siiccours' 
from.  t,he.  army  ef  the  North,  which  •  cQptmued  its  promises,  the  per* 
form4iice.of  w.l^tqh  appeared  to  liave  commeQced«  but  of  which -we  have 
Jiothitbertoseen  f^ny.effect.  ,      .  i.  - 

"  Tbe,#gljlh  clivisiop.pf.  thejarmy  of  Poctugal  occup^d^  the  Aft- 
tur>as  f  these  troops  w«^re  completely  isolated  from  tlie  army,  by  tJM? 
evacuation  of  the. provinces  of  Leon  and  Ben^ventve;  they  were^^ithoui 
$ucf?ours»^j|nd- withoui-any  commMnication  with  thefirmy  of  the  Nppth  ; 
b^ause  oa^the.one  side  the  Trincadores,  wbp  s|ioiiId  bsive  come  front 
Bayouue^ccnild  not  be  -^nt  to-C  ijon  ;  and,  on  the  other  m4^,  the  Gene* 
raUin-Chief  of  the  army  of  the  North,, although  be, had  formally  pro« 
miaed.to  do  so,-  had  dispensed  witbthrowing  a  bridge o'tertii^  D«ba,f 
and  there  establishing  posts-  This  division  had  been-  able  to  bring 
onYy  very  little  ammunUioni  for  want  of  means  of  carriage^  arid  this 
/-    .        .  ....  wasr 

*This  succour,  which  had  beensent,  could  not  join  the  army  of  Poi^ 
t«g«MiH  a^r  the  battle,  hnd  at  the  moment  of  retreat. 
->  fjFacticttlar  drcumfstaiiees  appear  td^  have  opposed  the  eiiccutkn  if 
^hHfl[|eas0rh 
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ie&g^les^*  mx  coloort,  one  (>enenil,   tl^ree  GddMb, 
three  LieoteiMuit-Odlatieli,  180  ofiieeM  of'  m(twi&t 

^  rank 


Wat  In  part  oMiaiinied  ;  nor  dKd  they  know  how  fo  replace  it '  Its  pos?^ 
lion  roifbt  every  motticnt  become  more  ciltlcaY,  anil  tbe'enemy  se« 
riously  occvpted  htimeir  with  k ;  Intsmoch  at  rf  it  were  ttrlf  thiis.l«>- 
bted,  it  woirld  remain  entirely  nocomiectetl  with  the  importadt  erent» 
which  were  taking  place  In  tlve  plains  of  Castile. .  Gmeral  Bonnet, 
ealcolathig  on  this  stale  of  matters,  and  consi^kring,  according  to  the 
knowledge  be  bas  of  the  cowiitry,  that -it  is  ^ueb  easier  to- enter  than 
depart  ovtef  it,  according  as  the  enemy  might*  oppose  tbe  entrance  or 
departure,  be  decided  on  evactrattng  this  prorince,  and  dn  taking  a  po<* 
sition  at  H^ynosa.  There,  baring  learnt  tbel  ttie  army  of  Fdrtugal  wa» 
in  presence  oC  the  £nglish  army,  and  that  they  were  on  the  pohit  of 
o*f  «glt*g>  be  did  not  hesitate  in  potting  himself  in  motion^and  rejoin* 
Sng  it.  .  .       /    . . 

**  Strongly  impretsed  with  tbi^  importance  of  tbh  sueconr,  and  with 
the  avgmentatioA  which  my  caval^  was  aboat  toreceire ;  not  bavrng 
keamt  any  thing  positive  farther  concerning  the  army  of  tbe  north; 
nnd  being  besid^hiformed  of  the  march  oflbe  army  of  Galficia,  whicb^ 
in  the  conrse  of  a  f\ew  days,  would  necessarily  ibrceme  to  send  a  de« 
facbrocttt  torepnise  them',  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  act  without  delay. 
1  had  to  fear  that  my  situation,  which  was  become  miich  meliorated, 
might  change*  by  toting  titne;  whilst  that  ofthe  enemy  would/ t>y  the 
nature  of  things,  becnme  better  every  moment 

*'  I  therefore  resolved  on  reerotsing  the  Douro  ;  but  this  operation  is 
dlAcult  and  delicate :  it  cannot  be  ondertaken  without  much  art  and 
circumspection^  in  presence  of  ah  army  in  condition  fbr  battle.  I  em^ 
ployed  the  days  of  the  13th,  Uth,  1Mb,  and  l<Hh  of  July,  In  making 
a  numlier  of  marches  and  coontermarehesy  wBicfa  deceived  the  enemy. 
1  feigned  an  attention  to  turn  by  Toro,  and  turned  by  Tordesillas, 
making  an  extremely  rapid  march.  Thia  movement  succeeded  so  well, 
that  the  whole  army  could  pass  the  river,  more  to  a  distance  from  it, 
nnid  form  Itself,  without  meeting  with  a  single  enemy. 

^*  On  tlie  17th,  the  army  look  a  position  at  Nava  de>  Rey.  The 
enemy,  who  was  in  full  march  for  Toro,  cOuld  only  bring  two  divi- 
sions witb  celerity  to  Tordesillas  de  la  Orden  ;  the  others  wete^recalled 
irom  different  parties  to  re-unite  themselves.  ' 

**  On  the  ISth,  in  tbe  morning,  We  found  these  two  divisions  at  Tor- 
desillas de  la  Orden.  As  they  did  not  expect  to  Und  the  whole  army 
joined,  they  thought  they  might,  without  peril,  gain  some  ti^ne. 
Kevertheless,  When  they  saw  our  masses  coming  forward,  tbey  en* 
deavoured  to  effect  their  retreat  to  a  ridge  whfch  comoMmded  tbe  Til- 
lage to  w^h  we  Were  mlirelting. 

'<  We  bad  already  reached  then.  If  1  had  a  cavalry  sopemr^ 
or.e(|ttal,  to  that  of  the  enemy,  theae  two  divisions  would  have  beeoFde* 
stroycd.     We  did  not,  however,  punue  them  the  less  witb  all  j^asMiie 

vigouf 
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rank,  Wfaiht  I  the ::nliinber  qf  dead  on  the  iieJd  H^<9tf 
▼cary  large.  Martaottt  hioisdf  lo^t  bis  arm,  whkb  ^m 

.'        '        i  .  >       aiBp«tate4 

--  ■  •  -  -      -   -_    ■^■.  --  >    ■   —  ■    .  .     -     - 

▼igour :  and,  duriiig  three  hours'  march,  they  were  overpowered  by  the 
fire  of  «ur  artiM^ry,  which  I  caused  to  take  them  in  the  rear  and  flanfe^ 
and  which  they  could  withd  ifficolty  answer:  and,  protected  by  their 
BVmer6ii«  cavalry,  they  ditrded  theniseivet  to^rerascend  the  Guarena^ 
in  qrder  to  pas«  it  with  the  greatest  facility; 

*'  Arrived  up6n  the  lieights  of  the  valley  of  Ouarena,  ^e  saw  that  a 
portion  of  th^  EhgHsh  army  was  formed   tipoh  the  left  banl^of  that 
river.     Fnthairpl^ce  the  height  of  that  valley  are  very  rugged,  and' 
t&e  valley  of  a  midd-Kng  breadth.     Whether  ft  was  necessary  for  the 
troops  to  -approach  ihik  water,  on  account  of  the  excessive  heat,  or 
Wlvether  it  /  was  frbtTT  soifoe  other  cause  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  th<; 
English  Geheral  had  placed  the  greater  part  of  them  on  the  bottom  of 
llic  valley,  within  hafV  cannon-shot  of  the  heights  of  which  we  were 
'  masters :  I  therefbre,^pon  arriving,  immediately  ordered  a  battery  of 
fbrty  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  planted,  which,  in  a  moment  forced  the 
4&tiemy  to  retire,  after  having  left  a  great  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
upon  the  spot.    The  array  marched  in  two  columns;  and  I  had  given 
the  command  of  the  right  Column,  distant  from  thatof  the  l^ft  three 
quarters  of  a  league,  to -General 'CUusei.     Arrived  upon  this  ground^ 
Oeneral  Ctaiisel,  having  fevv'  troops  before  him«  thought  be  was  able 
tcrteiae  upon  the  two  rising  grotmds  upon  the  left  bs^nks  of  the  Guarena^ 
and  preserve  them;  but  th>is  attack'was made  with  few  troops,  his  troops 
had  not  baited,  and  scarcely  formed  ;  the  enemy  perceived  it,  march* 
ed  upon  the  troops,  which  he  had  thus  thrown  in  advance,  and  forced 
tbem  to  retreat.     Inthis  battle,  which  was  of  short  duration,  we  ex- 
perienced some  loss.     Ti>e  division' of  dragoons  which  supported  the 
1«fantry  vigorously  charged  all  the  English    cavalry;  but   General 
Carrie,  a  little  too  far  advanced  from'  the  13th  regin>ent,  fell  into  the 
enemy's  power.   . 

**  The  army  remained  in  its  position  all  the  night  of  the  10th  ;  it 
even  remained  in  it'all  the  day  of  the  2bth.  The  extreme  heat,  and 
the  fatigue  e^cperie^ced  on  the  fSth,  rendered  this  repose  necessary  to 
assemble  the  stragglers.' 

*' At  four  in  ibt  evening  the  army  resumed  its  arms,  and  defiled  by 
the  l^eft  to -proceed  nip  the  'Guarena,'  and  fake  a  position  in  front  of 
Olmo.  My  intention  was,  atthe  sam6'tin>e,  to  threaten  t hie  enemy*, 
and  cocitlniie  to  proceed  up  tHeGuarena,  ini  order  to  pass  it  with  faci« 
llty  ;  Of,  if  the  enemy  marched  in  force  upon  thfe  Upper  Gu arena,  to 
return  by  a  rapid  movement  upon'the  position 'they  should  have  aban- 
_doned.    The  ehiemy  followed  myjnovement. 

'  *'  On  the  SOth,  before  day,  the  array  was  in  motion  to  ascend-  the 
Guarena;  the  advanced  guard  rapiidly  passed  that  river,  at  that  part 
where  it  is  but  astream^  atitt'  occupied  ihe  comm^ncemelht  of  an-  in^ 
sneose^ieceof^aad,  which  contS'tAltd' vHtHout  any  undulation  to  ne^ir 
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iittlpikated  after  the  action,' ahd.hinM^lffniarijr  taken 
prisoner  during  the:^un&iitj>'  'Emsf'^Qi^etai  officen 
«lsb  wqre  killed^  and  several  wounded. 

Such 
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Salamanta.  TUe  enemy  endf  avoQred  to  occupy  the  same  ground, 
but  could  not  succeed;  theu  he  attempted  to-  follow  a' parallel  rising 
ground,  connected  with  the  position  they  had  just  quitted,,  a.od  which 
every  where  offered  them  a  position^  provided  I  ahould  have  marciied 
towards  them.  The  two  armies  thus  marched  paraUel  with,  all  posfihle 
celerity,  always  keeping  their  masses  couuiectcd,  in  order  V>  be  ev^ry 
moment  prepared  fur  battle.  The  enemy,  tlunkiog  to  heJbefore  hand 
wi<,ii  us  at  the  village  of  Cantalpiro/  directed  a  column  xipon'tbat  viU 
lage,  in  -the  hope  (^  being  be foce  us  u]X)n  the  ri&ing  ground  which  dgm-' 
inands  it,  and  toward<(  which.  ^&e  marched  ;  but  their  ^j>ectations 
viere  deceived.  The  light. cavalry  which  I  senA.thither,  and  the  8th 
dlvisioi^  which  was  at  the  head  of  the  coluc^p,  marchec)  so  rapidly^ 
that  the  enemy  wereobligedtaabandon.it;  besides,  the  road- from  the 
other  plain  appriiaching  too  close  to  ours,  and  that  which  we  had»  hav- 
Higthe  a,d  vantage  of  commanding  it  with  some  pieces  of  cannoo,  ju- 
diciously placed,  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy  ;  for  a  groat  part  of  the 
army  was  obliged  to  defile  under  this  cannon,  and  the  remainder  was 
obliged  to  repass  the  mountain  to  ayoid  thepi.  Atla&tl  put  the  dra- 
goons in  the  enemy's  tract.  The  enormous  number  of  stragglers  which 
were  left  behind  would  have  given  us  ao  opportunity  of  Juakiog  300O 
prisoners,  had  there  been  a  greater  proportion  between  our  cavalry  and 
their*8 ;  but  the  latter,  disposed  so  as  to  arrest  bur  pursuit,  to  press  the 
march  of  the  infantry  by  blows  from  the  flat  sides  q(  these  sabres,  and 
to  convey  those  who  could  no  longer  march^  prevented  us.  Neverthe- 
less, there  fell  into  pur  hands  between  3  and  400  mcn^  and  some  b?g« 
gage.  In  the  evening,  the  army  encamped  ugft>nthe  beightsof  Alde^ 
Eubea,  having  its  post  upon  theTormei.  The  enemy  reached  the  pp« 
sition  of  Sail  Christoval.  > 

'*  On  the^tst,  having  been  informed  that  the  enemy  did  pot  oc-^ 
C"py>\lba»de  Tormes,  1  threw  a  garrison  into  it, ,  The  same  clay  I  past« 
ed  the  river  in  two  columns,  taking  my  direction  by  the  skirts  oX  the 
•^'oods,  and  established  my  camp  between  Alba  (ie  Tormes  and  Sala« 
Qianca,  My  object  in  taking  this  direption  was  to  continue  Ui^tinove- 
went  by  my  left,  io  order  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  oeigi»bourlu)od 
of  Salamanca,  and  (ight  them  with, greater  advantage,  f  depended 
jgpon  taking  a  good  def<i;nsive  position,  in  which  the'eaemy  could  un' 
dertake  nothing  against  me;  and  in  short  come  near  enoiigh  then)  to  " 
take  advantage  of  the  first  faults  they  might  make^  .and  vigpfously  at- 
tack them,  '.         V  .        •  •    '     r. > ' 

"  On  the  2^d  ip  tfre  morning,  1  ^cnt'jJpQnjthe  h.e^ght^  of  Cajbaraca 
4e.  Azzeva  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy..  I  found  a  division  which  ^'adjust 
j^rrived  there  ^  others  were  la  march-  for  the  samf  pface.  .  Some  ilrin^ 

'  '   *  *  -    loofc 
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Result  ot^ha'vicc&TjF* 


<  )Siic9]|^ip  ndvMi^ger^ovildinot  be  gamed  without 
an  adeauate  loss  on  the  British  side,  but  it  was  liot  of 

"V    •  ?*  ^i  V  '*  >  Oif ,.  >i.i</    '  ^,.  •  ^  a  magnitude 

• 
tooTt'jiilace  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  posts  of  observation,  of 
wMlcJi  we  rgspectTyeiyTenTainedinasters; '  Every  ttiing  amioancedthat 
ir-wtis  thc?'€Dem>^'^!«i«^!ttbn  to'dccupy  tbe*  posrtidh  of  Trejarfes,  which 
yh»n  feagoe?ii%hV.peal'of 'tiiat  in  which  h^theff  was;  distant  a  leagiie* 
aild^a  half  frortr  Sat^mabta  c  they,  howeveis  assembled  considerable 
f(Mice»^i|>dn*this  ^oifit ;  andi  a$  their  movement  upon  IVejares  might  bt*  • 
^€ict^t  >f  dfl  Jthe  f'Vehch  arm^''  wasin  sight.  I  thought  it  right  to  have' 
il  re^^^y^^i  act'fts  GifA^ht^arices  rfei^ulred- 

^  •^'Therewere  bettveeh  us  and  the  English  «ome'lso!ated  potnts  called* 
thi*  Arapiles.''^  I  "ordered'  General- Boh  net  td  occupy  that  which  be--^ 
ItMigetl  ta  t-hfe  'pbsitfoh  wc  duglit  ib  take-;  his  troops  didiso  with  prontpr 
"titmie  and  dexterity.  The  enemy  ordered  their's  to  be  occupied  ;  bUtii^ 
wi'^feWiirtiaridied  f»y '6arVat  25d  t<y*ri€s* stance.  VI  had  destined  tliis 
iyS\iik\  iWfbeeVerttbflhfef^  being  a  gerieril  n^ovehient  by  the  iefti  and' 
ijakirfte''(tfklng  ()la;cc';tb'lfeth^  (>rvc|  and  point  ef  Support  of  the  right' 
toall  ^the  brtily.     The  Yrf!lt  tfivlsibrf  had  ofdei^  to  occupy  and  defend' 
.  tbeH()g6  oY  Caibarica  whijbh  i^  protected- by  a  targe  and  deep  ravine. 
Tbe  5«l'-diVfelo«v«'ks  iii  the'^i^d  Mn^,  ddstinedto  support  it,  andthfe^nd' 
4rb,''5fh,  artd  j9tb',  -were  at  the  l>^kd  of  thfe'wood  en  masse,  beliind  the 
po6i4ton  df  Arapfl«9,  aiidboaltf  itjfarch  equally  on  all  sides ;  whUst  the 
7lh  «^1Vis1on  ooetrpied  Hj^left  ti'cad  of  the  wood,  which  formed  i  point. 
ei^tefhely  t)ii^en,«aitd'df  very  'dillib^U  afccessi-  which  I  had  liried' 
wlth»'2(J>^ieeeS  bf  ^'A\¥tp    The  ligltt  cavalry  w'as'  chargtid  to  cleat- 
thei#ft/a^nrd4)late  iUeff 'lb  ;ad\'ah*eof  the  7^h  division.     The  di^a-- 
giMAsrenv^H^  iii  the  ^nd'line,  to  ttte' right  of  -the  Armyv     Such  were- 
t^'ditf^^it'RMi^'hiid^teWafcli  tliie  middle  of  tb^  day.  '  •       ^ 

t'^Ttke^fi^niy  hadttsTtroo^  pafaHef  to- nie,-  exjteitding  his  right  J>y' 
leaning  towards  the  moOntain  of  Trejares,  which  al^Vays  appeared  tci 
t|c»hi5|loitit'itif'Veti^bt.         -  1      '  *  '       .  "  ' 

•  <'*•  Tbe*e<rii'«  In  J?dnrtflrf  tffe^ridge'oc^dpied  by  tlieiartillefry' another 
v«8tfri<lj<^^'eaSy'of'^e'feoce,  atW  wliich  had  a  more itiVowdiate  effect  011' 
tli^^M«^y*ft  t#ii9fVeiiienti.     Tiie'|)6ssedion  of  this'  Hdge  gave  tile   the- 
nieaiigy^iN^a^e  f^'bobid  have  rtiiiiloBUVred-tewards  the  evening,  of  car-' 
tyitif^^tttpitW '  dn  the  enertri y's  eom li^unicfations '  on  Toit»a mes.  -  -  Th Is 
^f^;i  Vfhiie^  ^ir»^  otftcrwhse'-W'^  *occupitd,  was  biexpungdble  ;  and  In 
itself'  floAlK^efed ^fh«f  jiositibn  w hK:h  I  had^ tiWn.  -    It  was,  besides,  I n- 
€ks|iciife«iblj^%lfe<fcssaipy'ta'bccbpy  it*,  seeing  that' the  enemy  bad  re*in* 
lurllttd  t6^^<Mire,  iMi\ -wlfeflceh^  mfght  jiu^h  rori;i'ard  en  hiasse onthis 
ridge,  and  commence  his  attack  by  taking  thts  Impbrtawt  p^nt. 
(.".♦^■Jb'fconsecmence,  I  gave  orders  to  the  otb  division  to  take  positioq 
on  the  right  extremity  of  this  i-idge,  the  fire  from  which  exaclly  cross* 
ftd  (^lid^r^AidA  Arti[rt>l«V'tO'*he^rb' division-  to'jilac-e  itself  hi  A  second 
lfri*WJiu(ip«ft''tM8*,'io'Hhe  gnd^lo  b<*ld.U8feifMH  r^*?erve  to  the  lutter'f 
»0d*fti^tft«'8tJy-toy«toepy  -tbe*  Hdge  W.i^ie  head  of  the  wodd,  where  a 
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a  magaitudie  to  duitrMi;tlie  Armyi  w  tor  oripple 
operations^ 

The  only  officer  of  high  rank  who  fell  was  Major* 
General  Le  Marcbant^  to  whom  we  may  add  lioiite*' 

naat 
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Urge  miiptKr  of  pieq«s  Qf  artUUry  were  yet  r^Quiouig.  I  gave  Ulie 
orders  to  General  Bonnet,  to  ciuse  the  ISSnd  to  OQCtt(>y  e  poiot  MtiB»tc4 
betwjoeii  tbe  great  ridge  ^od  the  paint  of  Ampikt,  which  defended 
the  entraQce  of  the  village  o£  Arapilfs;  and^  finaUy«  I  gave  orders  to 
General  Boyer,  Commandant  of  the  dragoons,  M^iefve  a  regiment  lo 
clear  the  righi  pf  General  Foy,  ai^d  topnsh  ihnAtHi^  jothcr  fegittientt 
t<^  thip  (ront^f  the  wood,  on  the  fl?nJkaf  the  s|rcoi^  division,  in  sveh 
manner  as  to  be  aUfe,  tn  case  the  <nem  j  shou^l  atH^^k  the  ridge,  to 
attack  them  by  the  rigU  of  this  jridge#  while  tj^e  bgbt  cavalry  .should 
pharjgie  his  left,  v        •     *       ' 

•^Tbe  most  part  of  these  OKyvementl  w^e,  performed  with  icregti* 
l^rity.  The  fifth  division^  alter  having  taken  the  post  assigned  to  it, 
CKtended  itself  on  its  ieft,  without  any  cause  or  reason.  The  74h  di- 
vision, which  had  orders  |o  support  it.  miirched  to  its  positiop  ;  «nd»ia 
short*  the  second  division  was  stiM  in  the  rear/  I  .iett  all  the  coaser 
quences'which  might  result  from  all  these  irregularitiet,  and  1  retolTed 
in  remedying  them  myself  on  the  spot,  which  was  a  very  easy  matter, 
the  enemy  not  as  yet  having  made  any  niov^ineat  at  «U.  4t  the.  sane 
tinie,  I  r^eived  the  report  of  the  enemy  having  caused  fresh  troops, 
to  pass  from  Ids  ieft  to  right ;  i  ordered  the  3rd a^. fourth  dirisioBS  to 
li^arch  i:^y  the  R^irls  pf  the  wood,  in  prder  thM  I  might  dispoae  them 
as  I  found  needful.  It  was  half  past  four  o^ciock,  and  I  .iHfent  ,to  the 
ridg«>  which  wasto  betlie  objectof  a  seriouf  dispute;  hut  at  this  mo- 
inent  a  shell  struck  nie,  broke  my  right  arm*  ^4  made  two  large 
pounds  on  my  right  side;  I  thus  hecaoie  iacf^i^hle  of .  taking  mny 
part  in  the  command, , 

<f  The  precious  time  which  I  should  have  employed  In  fectifylng 
the  plaising  of  the  troops  on  the  left,  w»s  fruitiie^fty  |>aased  ;  (he  eh- 
aence  of.  the  comuun4er  gives  htrtli  to  f^^archy,  ai^d  from  Mlaace  pea* 
ceed?  4^sorder  :^  meanwhile  ihe  time  was  ruaniug  away  wtthoiii  tlm 
eoteiny  undjeftaking  any  tbio)g»  At  length,  9t  Ave</ck>ck  theejaemy^ 
judgii>g  thi^  the  si^uatioii  was  favoun^le,  att;|cked  this  iH  formed  left 
^ing  with  impetuosity.  The  4iv4sion  .engaged  m|>uMI  Ihe  enemy, 
and  were  theniselveis  rjspiilsed  in  their  turn  ;  .but.th^y  ac|c4. vWitbout 
po;)cert  and  without;  method.  The  divfsipii  w^i^h  |  h?d  c^M  ta 
sustain  that  point  found  themselvesln  (be  4iUi4^i^  of.  taking,  pait  ia 
the  comhaJt  witb«)t  baying  forc^ep.  it.     ..  . 

'       .  « Every 

.',••■      .      .     • 
*  General  Bonnet^  who  would  bav^  succeeded  to^^tl^  ^ommwi  m 
the  oldest  General  of  Division,  was  wounded  a  few.  momenta  eflerthe 
GeneraUin  Chief.    This  event  coetri)>uM  to  pi74<HH(  iH un^ftaiilty, 
and  the  want  of  unity  of  actioii. 
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Marmont's  detail  continued. 


nant-Golonel    Barlow  of  the  61st.      Amon^st^the 

wounded  9  however,  were  Lieutenant-Generals  Cot- 

21.  .3  a  ton; 


"  Every  General  made  extraordinary  efforts  to  supply  by  his  own 
particular  dispositions  such  as  were  dn  the  whole  r^uisite  ;  but  if  he 
could  attain  it  in  part,  yet  be  could  not  attain  it  completely.  The  ar- 
tillery covered  itself  with .  glory«  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  an4 
in  the4nidst  of  our  losses  caused  the  enemy  to  suffer. enormously.  !!• 
directed  his  attack^  against  Arapiles,  which  was  defended  by  the  brave 
I^Otb  regtment.'and  was  there  repulsed,  leaving  more  than  300  dead 
6a  the  spot.  At  length  the  army  retired,  evacuated  the  ridges^  and 
retired  tp  the  skirts  of  t^e  wood,  where  the  enemy  made  fresh  efforts. 
The  division,  Foy,  which  by  the  nature  of  the  business  was-  charged 
with  the  covering  the  retrograde  movements,  was  attacked  with  vigour* 
and  constantly  repulsed  the  enemy.  This  division  merits  (he.  greatest 
eulogy,  as  does  likewise  its  General.  From  this  nioment,  the  retreat 
was  effected  towardr  Alba  de  Tormes,  without  being  distur4>ed  by  th^ 
enemy.    Our  loss  amounted  to  about  6000  men  hors  du'combat. 

"  We  have  lost  nine  pieces  of  ca noon,  which  being^  dismounted 
could  not  be  carried  off;  all'the  rest  of  the  baggage,  all  the  , park  of 
artillery,  all  the  materials  belonging  to  the  army,  have  been  brought 
away.  •  s    -       -        , 

*'  It  is  difficult,  M.  Le  Due,  to  express  to  you  the  different  senjti* 
ments  which  agitated  me  at  the  fatal  moihent,  when  the  wound  whicK. 
I  received  caused  my  being  separated  from  the  army«  I  would  with 
delight  have  exchanged  this  wound  for  the  certainty  of  receiving  a 
mortal  stroke  at  the  close  of  tlie'day,  to  have  preserved  the  faculty  of 
command ;  so  well  did  I  know  the  importance  of  the  events  which  had 
just' taken  place,  and  how  necessary  the  presence  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  was  at  the  moment  when  the  shock  of  the  two  armies  appear- 
ed to  be  preparing,  to  give  the  whole  direction  to  the  troops,  and  loap* 
point  their  movements.  .Thus  one  unfortunate  moment  has  destroyed 
theretutt  of  six  weeks  of  wise  combinations,  of  methodical  moven^jents 
the  issue  of  which  had  hitherto  appeared  certain,  and  which  every 
thing  seemed  to  presage  to  us  that  we  should  reap  the  fruit  of. 

"  On.  the  23rd,  the  army  made  is  retreat  from  Alba  de  Tormes,  on 
I'enaranda,  taking  its  direction  towards  the  Douro  :  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  harassed  our  rear-guard,  composed  of  the  cavalry  of 
the  1st  division.  This  cavalry  fell  back,  and  left  tbe  division  too  much 
engaged  ;  but  it  formed  itself,  in  squares  to  resist  the  enemy.  One  of 
them  was  broken,  the  others  resisted,  and  especially  that  of  the  69th, 
which  killed  200  of  the  enemy's  horse  by  push  of  bayonet ;  after  this 
time  they  inaile  no  attenipt  on  us. 

"  Generul  Clause!  has  the  command  of  the  army,  and^aken  such  mea- 
l6res  as  circumstances  require.     I  am  going  to  have  myself  transported 
to  Burgt>s,   where  I  hope  my  repose,   and  care  taken  to  recover  of  th« 
severe  wounds  that  I  have  received,  and  which  afflict  me  more  from 

tie 
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ton^^eith,  Gole  ;  Major-General  Ailea  ;  Ldcutenant- 
Colonels  Etiey,  Barnes,  King'sbdry,  Bird,  Ottyier, 
'EWiHf  Miles,  Biti^ham^  Williams,  and  May. 

.The  total  British  loss,  during;  the  day«  and  through 
the  pursuit  aiTiQunted  to  500  killed,  3071  wounded, 
and  101  missing — Portuguese,  338killed,  1648  wound* 
ed,  and  207  missing— ^Spaniards,  2  killed,  and  4 
wounded  ;  making  a  grand  total  of  840  killed,  4t23 
wounded,*  and  308  missing.  / 

Up  to  the  .dOtb,  the  British  army  <;ontihued  the 
pursuit,  and  continued  to  take  many  priso^rs ;  being 
that  day  at  Olmedo,  about  which  time  a  part  of  the 

fugitives 


the  dire  inHuencc  which  they  have  had  dn  the  success  of  the  army, 
than  from  thie  sufferings  which  they  have  caused  lueto  endure. 

*'  I  cannot  dosufiieientjusltee  to  the  bravery  with  which  the  Genefalt 
and  Colonels  have  fought,  and  to  the  good  disposition  which  animated 
them  in  that  difficult  circumstance.  I  ought  particularly  to  mention 
General  Bonnet,  whose  reputation  has  been  so  long  establistiedx.  I 
should  likewise  name  General  Taupin,  who  commanded  the  dth  di- 
vision. General  Clausel,  though  wounded,  did  not  quit  the  field,  but 
to  the  end  gave  an  e^cample  of  great  personal  bravery.  The  General 
of  artillery,  Tidol,  and  Colonol  Digion,  commanding  the  reserve  o£ 
artillery,  particularly  distinguished  themselves.  On  this  day,  unfor- 
tuate  as  it  has  beeuj  there  are  multitudes  of  traits  worthy  oC  being 
noticed,  and  which  honour  the  French  name.  I  will  collect  them,  and 
solicit  from  his  Majesty  rewards  for  the  brave  men  who  have  deserved 
them,  i  ought  not  to  defer  mentioning  the  conduct  Of  the  brave  Sub- 
Deotenant  Guillemat,  of  the  1  ISth  regimeHt,  who  sprung  into  the 
toemy's  ranks  to  obtain  a  flag,  which  he  seized,  after  having  cul  off 
the  arm  of  the  person  i^ho  carried  it :  he  has  brought  this  flag  into 
our  ranks  notwithstanding  the  severe  bayonet  yvounds  he  has  received. 

'*  We  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  General  of  Division  Fercy,  dead 
of  his  wounds,  of  General  Thomiers,  killed  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
and  of  General  Desgraviers.  Generals  Boqpet  and  Clauseli  and  tbe 
General  of  Brigade  Menne,  are  wounded. 

'•  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
8ideration« 

Signed  (with  the  left  hand  ) 

"The  Marshal  Duke  op  Ragusa." 

.  *  When  Lord  Wellington^  before  sending  home  the  dispatches,  was 
anxious  to  collect  all  the  eagles  tukeu  i^om  t|ie  enemy,  it  was  found 
tl)at->larshal  Beresford's  regiment,  tlie  ^Qonnought.  Kangers,  had  got 
three  of  them,  -and  sold  them  to  a'sutier  tor  a  bottle  of  rum  ! 
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fagitives  crossed  the  Dooro,  whilst  the  rema,inder^  cpn- 
sistingf  of  tbe.lefc  wing,  proceeded  for  T^niela.^ 

It  appears  that  the  intmsiTe  Joseph  left  Madrid  cm 
the  21st,  with  tl>e  army  of ,  i^e  centre,  sapposfed  to- 
c<M)sist  of  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  infantry,  and 
from  tW4>  to  three  thousand  cavalry,  directing  his 
march  by  the  Escurial,  towards  Alba  de  Tormes.  He 
arrived  at  Blasco  Sanchez,  between  Avila  and  A.re- 
velo,  on  the  25th,  where  he  heard  of  the  defeat  of 
Marmont,  and  judged  it  most  prudent  to  retire  that 
very  evening,  through  Villa  Castin  to  Espinar  ;  after 
which  he  directed  his  march  with  all  haste  to  8ego* 
via  ;;  for  so  hard  was  he  pressed  that,  shortly  after  hi» 
departure  from  Blasco  Sancho,  two  pfficers  andtwen-^ 
ty-seren  men  of  his  own  cavalry  Were  taken  prisoniers 
by  a  patrole  of  the  British* 

^  To  describe  the  tumultous  joy  \ii^hicb  took  place  at 
home  on  this  occasion  is  totally  unnecessary  :  or  to  ex* 
patiate  on  the  three  days  of  continued  illumination, 
&c. — it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  on  the  18th  of  August 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Recent  created  the 

•      *a  2  gallant 

---------  •  — ■  ■  — ■ — * — ' — ^ — " 

*  A  melancholy  and  affecting  occurrence  took  place,  immediately 
after  the  battle^  in  a  visit  paid  by  an  English  lady  to  the  fatal  field, 
where  she  found  the  body  of  her  gallant  fallen  husband.  This  was  th^ 
amiable  wife  of  Captain  Prescott  of  the  7th  fuzileers.  She  was  thus 
left  a  widow  in  a  foreign  country,  with'  two  infant  orphans  to  protect ! 
but  the  humanity  of  Briti^sh  officers  did  every  thing  to  alleviate  her 
loss! 

"  Lord  Wellinglon  who,  whenever  there  is  an  action,  gets  into  the 
thick  of  it,  and  some  hairbreadth  and  miraculous  escapes ;  he  had  balls 
passed  through  almost  every  part  of  his  clothes  ;  nay,  it  was  said  that 
one  of  his  holsters  was  shot  away,  and  his  thigh  slightly  grazed  with  a 
ball.  ' 

"  When  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Doirro,  and  had  reached  Valla* 
dclid,  Marmont  sent  an  Aid-du-Camp  to  his  Lordship,  requesting  per- 
mission to  remain  there  without  being  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  waj ; 
but  to  such  a  proposal  his  Lordship  could  not  listen — 

"  All  the  deserters  and  prisoners  a^ree  that  Joseph  would  rather  be 
a  prisoner  in  England,  living  as  brother  Lucien  does,  than  be  King  of 
Spain  ;  but  he  dares,  not  budge  on  accoi^it  of  his  brot4ier  Nap,  who 
keeps  ail  the  family  ia  order.'^ 

LcHer  from  an  Offictr. 
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gallant  Earl  a  Marquis  of  the  united  kiD^dom  ;  he 
having,  before  that,  been  elevated  by  the  Spanish  Re* 
gency  to  the  rank  of  a  Grandee*  of  Spain,  with  the 
title  of  Duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  created  a  Knight 
t>f  the  Golden  Fleece,  to  which  it  is  said  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Pntice  Regent  has  notified  his  intention 
of  adding  the  first  vacant  garter. 

In  addition  to  his  other  honours.  His  Royal  Higher 
tiess  also  granted  an  armorial  augmentation  in  the 
dexter  quarter;  of  an  ''  Escutcheon  charged  with  the 
erosses  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew;  and  St.  Patrick, 
being  the  Union  badge  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as 
d.  lasting  memorial  oi  his  glorious  and  transcendent 
Achievements*  ' 

It  ought  to  he  noticed  also  that  the  Portuguese  Re- 
gency, in  addition  to  the  title  of  Conde  de  Vimiera, 
had  lately  created  him  a  Marquis  in  that  kingdom^ 
with  the  title  of  Torres  Vedras. 

SLi^  recent  appointment  of  Generalissimo  of  the 
Spanish  army,  is  not  only  an  honourable  mark  of  gra- 
titude, but  also  a  most  judicious  mark  of  confidence  ;  ^ 
and  one  which,  by  producing  unity  of  design  and  si* 
tnultaneity  of  execution,  may  tend  most  efiicaciously 
to  the  liberation  of  the  Peninsula. 


SECTION 
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Salamanca — ^Anecdotes  of  its  occupancy^ Great  change  in  the  Spaniards 
.in  fovour  oC  the  British -^Scandalout  conduct  of  the  French — Spanish 
constitution  proclaimed'- Retreat  of  the  Intrusive  King -Exertions  of 
the  Spanish  armies— Entrance  to  Valladolid-r- Anecdotes  of  the  same— 
Atiairs  in  the  south— Gallant  exertions  of  tlie  cavalry— Affair  of  Hino-' 
josa— Concentration  and  partial  advance  of  the  army  of  Portugal— 
Capture  of  Astorga  by  the  patriots— Operations  of  the  Guerillas  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bilboa—  Defeat  of  the  French  columns  by  Mendizable— 

-  Services  of  the  B/ittsh  squadron— British  advance  to  oegovia — Check 
of  the  Portuguese  cavalry —The  Marquis  sntsrs  Madrid.— Anec- 
dotes of  jLhe  same— Capture  of  the  Retiro— Interesting  Anecdotes  of 
the  evacuation  and  entrance  of  the  capital-^ Proclamation  of  the  Spa- 
i)isb  con^itut ion— Return  of  the  Juramentados  to  allegiance— Metropo- 
litan add]:(i;ss  to  th,e  Marquis^Siege  of  Cadiz  raised— Anecdotes  of 
the  preceding  blockade— Gallant  attack  of  the  French  at  Sevltle— Re- 
covery of  that  city— Expedition  from  Sicily — Its  operations— Pursuit 

.  of  the  French  army  in  the  nprth-^  Affair  at  Valladolid— Occupation 
of  Burgos— Siege  ot  the  castle,  and  other  interesting  occurrences^  &c* 
Uc,  &c.  Conclusion. 


X  HE  Britii^h  head-quarters  were  again  fixed  at  Sa* 
latnanca,  where  Marmont  had  been  so  certain  of  pass- 
ing the  night  that  he  had  actually  distributed  the 
orders  for  billetting,  &c.  previous  to  the  action.  The 
change  which  this  elegant  town  had  undergone  since 
it  became  a  French  depot  was  highly  illustrative  of 
thefr  fraternal  mercies  in  other  parts  of  Spain,  and 
indeed  in  every  part  of  the  world  where  tf^ey  have 
carried  horror  and  desolation,  whether  as  republicjans 
or  imperialists. 

In  making  a  fortified  town  of  this  ancieht  seat  of 
teaming,  these  modern  Vandals  seemed  studiously  to 

have 
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Ctmnge  in  Spanish  manners. 

have  destroyed  every  things  connected  with  the  noble 
convent  of  St,  Vincent,  one  of  the  the  most  splendid 
buildingsin  the  world,  which  they  almost  totally  pulled 
down  and  converted  into  a  fort.  They  even  polled 
down  colleges  to  build  walls,  and  absolutely  filled  up 
ditches  and  vacant  places  wiih  elegant  columns  and 
pillars  of  the  finest  architecture,       _ 

But  the  greatest  change  observable  in  Salamanca, 
since  its  former  occupation  by  the  ariny  under  Sir 
John  Moore,  was  not  so  much  the  ruin  and  havoc 
which  every  where  met  the  eye,  as  the  change  in  the 
manners  and  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  thi^ 
learned  and  polished  city.    . 

When  the  British  army  were  there  formerly,  the 
austerity  and  haughtiness  of  the  inhabitants  was  ob- 
servable in  every  thing;  the  British  were  received 
with  coolness  every  where>  and  neither  officers,  men, 
nor 'general,  were  treated  with  much  ^consideration ; 
but  a  four  years'  residence  of  the  French  among  them 
had  then  opened  their  eyes,  and  made  the  greatest 
imaginable  change. 

It  was  now  be  vend  civility  every  where;  the  whole 
British  army,  officers  and  men,  were  not  only  treated 
kindly,  but  caressed  ;  and  the  poor  people  seemed  anxi-^ 
ous{  to  shares  their  purses,  their  effects,  in  short,  every 
thing  they  had,  with  th^m  ;'iiay,  to  give  them  up  all, 
upon  one  condition,  that  of  keeping  away  the  villain- 
ous French  from  them. 

We  have  seen  how  much  Buonaparte  and  his  Sa^ 
vans,  have  professed  to  foster  learning  and  encourage 
the  arts ;  but  of  this  th^re  were  few  propfs  given  at 
Salamanca  ;.for  the  very  first  steps  his  generals  took 
were  to  shut  up  all  the  colleges,  dilapidate  the  build- 
ings, seize  on  their  revenues,  and  imprison  such  of 
their  professors^  (or  to  send  them  to  France,)  who 
chose  to  iretain  a  liberty  of  ppinion. 

On  the  first  of  August  the  new  constitution  was 

{proclaimed  with  due  solemnity  at  Salamanca,  all  pub- 
ic orders  attending  and  taking  the  oaths,  the  Grao- 

.  dets 
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dees  wild  had  xetum^eii^  tile  head  of  religrous  hpasas, 
heads  of  colleges,  municipalky,  and  military. 

In  every  qnarter  the  Grandees  and  opulent  iofaabU 
tantft  entertained  the  British  and  Portuguese  officers ; 
mnd  the  healfehft  of  Gebrge  the  Third,  Ferdinand  tlid 
Seventh,  the  Cortes,  the  British  Parlianienty  th^ 
Prince  Regent,  and  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal^ 
.  tvere  the  leading  toadts. 

In  the  evening  there  we^e  parties  gotten,  and  grand 
fireworks  in  the  elegant  square  in  the  centre  of  the 
town.  On  the  dd  of  August  a  grand  Te  Denm  was 
performed  at  the  cathedral ;  there  was  also  a  buU  fig^ht, 
knd  in  the  evening  a  grand  ball  ;  the  theatre  being' 
likewise  open  every- night.  In  short,  if  appearances 
were  to  believed,  the  Spanish  natives,  wherever, 
pur  troops  howarrived,  seemed  determined  to  preserve 
and  to  enjoy  their  liberties. 

Tbe  operations  of  the  two  armies,  after  this  decisive 
and  sanguinary  action,  are  too  deserving  of  detail,  to 
be  passed  slightly  over  ;  accordingly  we  niust  notice 
that  the  French  army  of  the  centre,  after  having  pass- 
ed through  the  Guadarama  pass,  and  after  its  head 
had  arrived  at  theVenta  de  San  Raphael,  returned  to 
'Segovia,  where  Joseph  Buonaparte  arrived  on.  the 
night  of  the  27th  of  July. . 

The  object  of  this  movement  was  apparently  to  di-^ 
yert  the  allied  iroopa  from  the  pursu it  of  the-  army  of 
Portugal,  and  to  enable  the  latter  to  maintain  them- 
selves upon  the  Douro: ;  in  which,  however,  the  ene- 
my did  not  succeed.  Their  rear-guard  remained  in 
some  strength  on  the  left  of  the  Douro,  during  the 
2Hth  and  2dth  ;  but  the  light  and  1st  divisions,  and 
the  cavalry,  having  crossed  the  Eresraa  and  Cega 
rivers  on  the  latter  day,  the  enemy^s  rear-guard  retir- 
ed during  the  night  across  the  Douro,  and  thence. fol- 
lowed the  mov^meuts  of  the  main  body  towards  Villa 
Vanez,  abandoning  Valladolid,  and  leaving  there  se- 
venteen pieces  of  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and 
1  shellHi 
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shells,  and  other  stores,  and  their  hospital  with  about 
eiffbt  hundred  sick  and  wounded. 

The  Spaniards  were  not  idle  at  this  time  in  their 
various  detached  parties ;  and*  on  the  30th,  the  Gene* 
ral  in  Chief  of  that  district,  Macqainez,  took  three 
hundred  prisoners  in  the  neig^hbourhood  of  Yallado- 
lid  ;  and  at  the  same  period,  the  allied  advanced 
.  g^ard  crossed  the  Douro,  and  entered  Yalladolid,  in 
which,  as  the  Mar4|ais  himself  observed,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  beingp  received  by  the  people  with  the 
same  enthusiastic  joy  as  he  had  been  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  country.  "  ' 

The  artny  of  Portugal  having  thus  crossed  and 
quitted  the  Douro,  it  was  necessary  to.  attend  to  the 
movements  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  and  to.  prevent 
a  junction  between  the  two  on  the  Upper  Douro,. 
which  report  stated  to  be  intended 

On  the  3 1st  of  July  the  British  head*quarters  were 
at  Portello :  and  on  that  morning  Lord  Welling^n 
and  his  staff  entered  Yalladid.  .         ^ 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  his  Lordship  was  re- 
ceived was  beyond  all  description  ;  and  he  was  met 
by  the  magistracy  in  their  full  order,  accompanied 
by  Don  Julian  Sanchez,  who  had  arrived  before 
him.* 

On 

*  ,  **  Fillavanet,  August  2,  three  leagues  from  rtdladoiid. 

**  On  the  dOth  we  entered  YaJladolid  ;  two  squadrons  of  the  12th 
light  dragoons  bad  the  honour  of  escorting  Lord  Wellington  on  bis 
entrSe^  and  were  the  only  British  troops  who  entered  the  town;  the 
reception  was  flattering  ;  and,  if  we  were  to  trust  to  appearances,  tbe 
people  must  have  been  in  great  joy  ;  shouts  of  Ftta  los  Ipgleses  almost 
stunned  us.  His  Lordship  was  received  with  all  the  honours  of  war, 
by  Martinez's  corps  of  Guerillas  in  the  Plaza  Major.  The.  windows  of 
the  square  were  crowded  with  people,  whose  exclamations  correspond- 
ed with  tbe  pedestrian  spectators.  The  French  left  in  the  town  609 
men,  mostly  sick  and  wounded,  whom  we  took  prisoners.'  Before  their 
departure,  they  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  waggpns,  arms, 
&c.  and  blew  up  the  bridge  over  the  ^isuerga,  near  the  town,  Tbe 
bridge  over  the  Douro^  at  Tu<]ela,  is   alto  destroyed,    ^iog  Joseph  is 

watcbed 
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On  his  arrival  it  was  found  that  the  French  artny 
had  given  a  fresh  proof  of  their  total'disregard  to  hu- 
tnaiiity  in  their  conduct  to  their  own  soldiers,  whom 
they  left  sick  in  Yalladolid. 

Ei^ht  hundred  of  these  unfortunate  men  were  lefk 
without  medical  dr  other  attendants  of  any  description, 
«nd  without  even  an  effort  or  request  in  their  behatf 
— ^left  to  the  mercy  of  'men,  whose  companions  thejr 
had  huiig  and  butcht^red — those,  whose  wives,  daugh- 
ters, and  Histers,  they  had  violated — whoisie  property- 
they  had  destroyed ! 

The  Marquis  immediately  took  the  route  for  Ma- 
drid ;  an<i|  whilst  the  advanced  guard  and  thts^  left 
continued  the  pursuit  of  the  ^rmy  of  Portugal,  moved 
the  right  along  the  Gegato  Cuellar^  where  he  arrived 
on  the  1st  of  August. 

On  that  very  day  Joseph  Buonaparte  retired  from 
Segovia,  early  in  the  morning,  and  marched  through 
the  Guadarama  pass.  On  this  occasion-  he  left  at 
Segovia  an  advanced  guard,  principally  of  cavalry, 
under  General  Espert  ;  but  destroyed  the  eanno<i 
and  ammunition  which  were  in  the  castle,  citrrying 
off  also,  with  the  most  sacrilegious  villany,  ail  the 
churth^  plate  ,and  other  property,  besides  levying  h 
considerable  contrtbution  oh  the  wretched  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  who  ha:d  thus  another  proof  of  the  blea?- 

21.  3r  ,  irigs 
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watched  by   the  9(1,  4tli,  and  7th  divisions,  the  heavy  German,  and 
Oeueral  U*Urbun*s  Portuguese  cavalry,  which  are  very  fihe  troops. 

*'  The  g**iieral  ofiieers  oo  bcHh  sides  have  not  been  neglectifed  by  the 
balls.  .  Marmont's  wound  is  severe ;  the  irritation  of  his  mind  increases 
it  much.  General  Ferrier  died  of  his  v^'oufids  at  Almeida.  The  ene- 
my are  rc'tiring  towards  Burgos  and  Aranda  ;  from  the  former  we  are, 
thirteen  tea'guesi.  from  the  latter  eight.  The  Guerillas  are  active 
against  stragglers  and  small  bodies ;  at  Mugos.  four  leagues  hence, 
they  killed  seven  and  took  five  yesterday.  We,  who  have  the  ad- 
vance, have  but  little  spare  time;  we  mount  every  morning  at  two 
o'clock,  and  pass  sometimes  twelve  and  fourteen  hours  ou  horse- 
4>ack. 

**  A  French  officer  at  Valladolid  said  that  the  army  never  had  so  se- 
vere a  bttsiiness*'^ 
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ingrs  of  French  fraternity,  andof  the  liberality  of  those 
upstart  Corsican  robbers. 

On  the  3d  of  August  the  M ariqui»  detached  a  force 
under  Brigadier-General  D'Urban  to  occupy  Sego- 
yia,  and  at  the  same  time  it  appears  that  Marmont's 
army  were  still  continuing  their  retreat  towards  Bur- 
gos; whilst,  in  E^tremadnra,  the  enemy  were  endea- 
vouring to  increase  their  force. 

At  this  period  the  war  was  carried  on  with  addi- 
tional lustre  to  the  British  arms  in  all  parts  of  the 
Peniqsula,  particularly  in  the  south,  near  Los  Saptos, 
whiere  a  considerable  force  was  stationed  under  Lieu- 
tenaqt-General  Sir  William  Erskine  as  part'  of  8ir 
{lowland  Hiirs  army. 

On  the  24th  of  the  preceding  month  (July)  a  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  consisting  of  two  regiments  of 
dragoons  and  one  of  chasseurs,  under  the  comnmud  of 
the  General  of  Brigade  Almand,  attacked,  early  in  the 
inorning,  the  Portuguese  picquet  at  Hinojosa,  which 
they  drove  in  as  far  as  Ribera,  where  four  squadrons 
of  Portuguese  cavalry  were  stationed  under  the  corner 
mand  of  Colonel  Campbell. 

This  force  being  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  ..the  as- 
sailant^.  Colonel  Campbell  wi^s  under  the  necessity  of 
retiring  upon  Villa  Franca,  which  be  did  in  the  best 
order  ;  at  the  same  time  M^jor-General  Long  ad^r 
vancedfrom  Villa  Franca  with  the  brigade  of  British 
cavalry  under  bis  comnrand,  and  Captain  Lefebvre's 
troop  of  horse  artillery  to  support  him. 

Th^  Major«^General,  indeed,  had  received  the  re*- 
port  of  the  enemy's  advance  upon  Ribera  too  late  to 
admit  of  I^is  gqarding  against  their  occupation  of  that 
toyn^  and  i\\e  commanding  heights  in  its  vicinity  ; 
'  besides,  the  accounts  of  his  fovce  were  at  first  so  dif- 
ferently represented,  that,  there  being  tliree  troops  of 
the  brigade  absent;,  he  thought  it  not  advisibl^  to  act 
against  him  until  they  could  be  recalled  ;  and  as  the 
attempt  to  dislo<ige  him  might  bring  on  a  serious  af<* 
fair>  on  the  ground  on  which  all  the  advantages  were 
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on  the  enemy's,  side,  he  was  anxious,  therefore,  to 
secure  the  support  of  the  3d  dragoon  guards  stationed 
at  Fuente  del  Maestre,  and  to  wait  for  the  report  of 
ivhat  might  be  passing  on  the  side  of  Usagre,  before 
he  commenced  an^  offensive  movement.  Then  finding- 
upon  the  arrival  8f  the  patrol  from  Vsagree  that  no 
enemy  was  in  that  neighbourhood,  he'  dircted  the 
troops  he  had  with  him  to  proceed  against  the 
enemy  in  front.    -  ; 

'  The  brigade  under  Alrhand,  on  perceiving  the  sic* 
vance  of  the  force  under  General  Long,  halted  oil' the 
high  ground  betwixt  Ribera  and  Villa  Franca  -^  and^ 
during  the  interval  of  halt  on  both  sides,  Sir  William 
Erskiuje  diredted  Major-General  Slade,  with  two  re- 
giments of  his  brigade,  to  move  from  Los  Santos, 
and  direct  his  march  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy.  ^ 

'  Oh  the  advance  of  General  Long,  though  ^rth  a= 
i?ery  inferior  force,  the  enemy  immediately  retired 
across  the  river,  which  enabled  him  to  bring  up  his 
artillery  on  the  heights  they  had  relinquished,  and  to' 
employ  it  with  evident- and  very  great  effect,  slnd 
afterwards  to  continue  his  advance  aifd  pursuit,  as 
rapidly  as  was  consistent  with  prudence,  under  all 
those  circumstances,  even  beyond  the  defile  of  Hino- 
' josa  ;  where,  from  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the 
fatigue  sustained  by  the  troops,  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  halt. 

At  Hinojosa  the  two  regiments  under  Major-Ge- 
neral Slade  joined  Major-General  Long's  brigadei 
though  not  in  time  to  cut  off  the  retreats 
^  This  little  affair  sufficiently  established  the  allied 
supferiority,  though  inferior  in  numbers,  though  the 
French  loss,  from  their  retreating  so  early,  was  but 
sinallt  only  amounting^o  thirty  men  and  many  horses 
killed,  with  eleven  men  and  about  thirty  horses  taken  : 
whilst,  on  the  allied  side,  there  were  only  one  man 
killed  and  seven  wounded. 

In  the  north  of  Spain,  when  the  Marquis  of  Wel- 
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ling^on  transferred  his  bead-quarters  to  Oaellar,  the 
Galliriao  divisions,  then  occapyin^  La  Nava  and  Pol* 
k>8,  Grassed  the  Douro  again,  and  General  Santo« 
cildes  established  his  headrquarters  in  Yalladolid, 
On  the  7th  of ,  August  Tordesillas  capitulated,  and  the 
siege  of  Toro  was  undertaken,  but  with  means  very, 
insufficient. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  enemy  advance^  with 
about  seven  thousand  infantry  and  one  thousand  five 
hundred  cavalry,  from  Placentia  towards  Yalladoli^l, 
which  then  was  only  occupied  by  one  battalion.  On 
this  advance.  General  Santocildes  found  himself  com- 
pelled to  retire,  taking  the  road  by  Torrelobaton  to- 
wards Villalpando. 

The  French  now  advanced  towards  Toro;  and  it 
was  ascertained  that  their  objects  were  to  relieve 
Torro  and  Zamora,  and  then  to  march  to  Astorga,  to 
raise  the  siege,  and,  having  withdrawn  the  garrison, 
to  destroy  the  works. 

General  Santocildes  immediately  withdrew  the 
Spanish  troops  which  were  before  Toro,  abd  that 
place  was. instantly  abandoned  by  the  enemy  ;  after 
which  the  Spanisn  general,  having  collected  all  his 
force  at  Belver,  on  the  Rio  Seco,  commenced  his  re- 
treat at  Benevente,  near  which  place  the  enemy V 
cavalry  cqme  up  with  that  of  the  6th  army,  (about 
400,)  and  in  the  afair  which  followed  sustained  some 
loss. 

On  the  19tb  of  August  Astorga  surrendered,  when 
t|io  French  troops  had  already  reached  La  Baneza 
in  advance  to  its  relief;  but  they  immediately  retired 
from  thence  on  bearing  of  the  capture  of  that  place  ; 
a  loss  to  theip  of  great  importance,  and  to  prevent 
which  they  had  coinmenced  the  before-mentioned 
operations. 

The  capture  of  this  pUc^  seems  a  good  am^wer  to 
those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  accusing  the 
Spaniards  of  incapacity  and  imbecility  :  for  Ai^torga, 
when  it  surireniiciLf,  was  cpmmanded  by  a  general  of 
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brigade^  and  defiE^oded  by  $  iiieutenant- Colonel  of  eni'- 
gingers,  \ts  garrison  also  consisting  of  two  battalions 
of  th^  33i'd»  and  on^  of  the  Ut  regiment  of  the  lin^ 
ip  all  6ne  thoasand  aadtwo  hundred  effective  men. 

On  retiring  from  .La  Baneza,  the  French  troops  took 
the  direction  of  Zamora ;.  but  eyacuated  that  place  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  Augost,  retiring  by  Toro 
to  Vallodolid,  when  the  Gallician  army  again  moved 
fprward^  ^nd  at  the  close  pf  the  month  occupied  can- 
tofimentK  on  the  E«la»  in  the  towns  and  viilagesr  near 
Yillamanan^  as  will  be  more  fully  noticed, 
,  The  exertional  of  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  direction 
of  Qilboa  aIso»  are  too  important  to  be  slightly  pass* 
ed  over.  About  thalSth  of  August,  General  Reuget^ 
.with  a  force  of  nearly  thr^e  thousand  men,  advanced 
from  PurangQ  to  attack  Bilboa.  General  Renovale» 
imniedrately  took  up  a  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  having  his  right  on  tlie  heights  of  Bolueta  and 
Qllargan,  defending  the  new  bridge  of  Bolueta ;  hij» 
reserve  at.  Castragana*  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  force 
was  ascertained,  General  Renovales  formed  his  plan 
of  attack  ;  part  of  the  vanguard  and  Campillo's  regi- 
nient  were  tp  pa$s  the  river  at  Portugalette,  and  pro-, 
ceed  tp  the  bright  of  Santa  Domingo,  to  attack  the 
enemy's  right  at  daybreak  on  the  14th,  whilst  Gene- 
ral PcM*Her>  with  the  vanguard,  attacked  the  enemy 
wiio  w^re  in  possession  of  the  two  bridges  in  the 
town  ;  and  the  troops  at  the  bridge  of  Bolueta  and  the 
h^ghts  of  Qllargan  \Vere  to  attack  the  eaemys  left, 
U'hich  wa$  strongly  posted  on  the  heights  of  Begona 
and  El  Morro.      . 

At  ihi^ee  i>*clock  on  the  morning  of  the  I4th,  the 
attack  commenced  w4th  great  vigour,  and  after  a 
heavy  fire  of  four  hQurs  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
the  bridges  of  the  town^  and  from  the  heights. of  Be- 
gono  and  Morro;  and  at  nine  o'clock  they  commenc- 
ed a  precipitate  retreat  towards  Zornbsa,  pursued  by 
General  RenovaWs  division,  and  the  vanguard,  bead- 
ed by  Portier;  but  had  the  troops  which  were  to  have 
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attacked  the  enemy's  rig^ht^  arrived  at  the  appointed 
iiaif ,  the  victory  would  have  been  most  complete ; 
and  probably  General  Roiiget»  with  the  greater  pai*t 
of  his  troop^t  would*  have  been  cut  off  from  Da- 
nugo. 

Their  loss  on  this  occasion  far  exceeded  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  which  was  very  small  in  comparison  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  advantage. 

The  steadiness  of  the  new  raised  troops  of  General 
Renovales's  division  proved  what  the  Spaniards  might 
be  under  proper  discipline ;  much  indeed,  was  cer- 
tainly owing  to  that  officer  himself,  who  is  stated  to 
have  been  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  complete 
and  organize  his  force* 

On  the  1 5th  the  Spanish  army  occupied  Galdacano 
and  Zornoza,  with  their  advance  close  to  Durango» 
wbipK  place  the  enemy  had  taken  great  pains  to 
strengthen,  having  some  artillery  on  the  bridge  of 
Yurreta,  and  occupying  several  houses  in  that  town, 
besides  having  an  encampment  on  its  left,  on  the 
'  heights  of  Santa  Lucia  and  Betuno. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  information  wasreceived 
at  the  Spanish  head*quarters,  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing to  the  attack,  and  that  a  column  had  marched 
to  Orduna,  the  high  road  from  which  to  Bilboa  joins 
the  road  from  Zarnosa  to  the  latter  place,  about  a  mile ' 
distant  from  it.  On  this  reforniation  General  Men- 
dtzabel  determined  to  fall  back,  and  wait  for  the  ene«» 
my  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  in  nearly  the  same 
position  as  that  occupied  General  Renovale  in  the 
preceding  affair. 

On  the  night  of  the  21st,  the  French  advanced  from 
Durungo  in  tbree^  columns  ;  two  of  which  came  by 
way  of  Zornoza,  and  the  other  by  Yiliero,  with  a  view 
of  getting  possession  of  the  heights  that  led  from  Ar- 
.rigoriaga,  and  flanked  those  of  Boltteta,  which  latter 
formed  the  right  and  key  of  the  Sparvish  position. 
Kenovales*s  division  occupied  the  gronnd  from  those 
heights  of  Bolueta  to  those  of  Olaviaga,  which  sup- 
'  t  '  porfced 
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ported  tpe  left,  covering  the  bridge  of  St.  Anton^  the 
MToodien  bridge  and  the  bridge  of  boats. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  General 
Mendizabely  with  part  of  the  vanguard,  proceeded  to 
attack  the-coluran  approafihing  by  Villero,  directin|f 
that  the.division  of  Iberia  should  meet  him  at  Arrir 
^rriaga.  Dispositions  were  now  made  op  the  part 
of  the  Spaniards  which  seemed  to  ensure  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  column;  but  the  enemy,  on  finding  them 
in  possession  of  the  bridge  of  Anigorriaga  and  the 
roads  leading  to  Bilboa,  changed  their  direction  ;  and 
by  a 'most  rapid  march,  favoured  by  the  thickness  of 
the  woods,  effected  their  juqciion  with  the  second  co- 
lumn, which'  was  destined  to  make  a  simultaneous  att 
tack  upon  the  bridge  of  JBolueta. 

General  Mendizabel  yvith  his  vatigqacd^  and  Lon« 
jga*s  division,  arrived  there  in  time  to  resist  the 
enemy*s  attack ;  their  principal  efforts  being  directed 
to  forcethe  Boluetta  bridge,  which  was  defended  in 
the  most  gallant  manner*  Here  the  Freqch  sjuffered 
considerably  without  gaining  a  foot  of  ground :  and 
their  efforts  on  the  left  of  the  line  proved  equally  un* 
successful;  for  General  Reno'V,ales  at  the  head  of  his 
rave  peasant  soldiers  rtiet  their, attack  in  every  pomt* 
.  On  the  left  the  French  atte.mpted  in  vain  to  forcQ 
the  two  bridges  of  the  town,  and  that  of  boats;  and, 
night  coming  on,  they  retired  to  their  position  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Pomingo  el  Morro  and  B^gona. 

Arrangements  were  now  made  by  General  Mendi- 
zabel for  a  combined  attack  on  the  French  position  ; 
but  finding  that  they,  had,  upon  being  attacked  by 
l^enovales,  who  crossed  the  river  in  front  of  the 
heights  of  BanderoSj.eatrly  in  the  night  commenced 
their  retreat,  no  time  was  lost  in  pursuing  them;  and 
notwithstanding  the  grt^at  advantage  they  had  in  point 
of  time,  yet  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  division 
pf  Iberia  marched,  the  pursuers  came  up^  with  the 
fugitives  neai*  the  town  of  Zornosa,  and  attacked  the 
je^X  with  such  vigour,  that  his  retreat  became  a  con-r 
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fused  and  disorderly  flight ;  insomacb  that  they  did 
not  .even  avail  themseives,  as  they  might  have  done,  ctf 
several  strong  positions  which  the  road  froni  ZonK>s9 
to  Dorango  presents. 

At  one  of  the  strongest  of  these  positions,  indeed, 
they  made  an  effort  to  stand ;  but  the  gallantry  of  the 
Commandant  General  Longa  completely  checked 
them  J  for  he  led  the  attack  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
aninialing  them  by  hi<9  example  ;  and,  having  charged 
with  a  few  cavalry  and  a  small  body  of  infiintry,  the 
enemy  were  obliged  to  abandon  this  pO!9ition,  and  to 
By  for  safety  to  the  town  of  Diti'ango. 

In  these  affairs  the  enemy's  loss  was  very  consider* 
able,  and  many  prisoners  and  horses  were  taken  by 
the  Spaniards.  Tiie  enemy's  force  Was  upwards  of 
six  thocisand  veteran  troops,  commanded  by  skilful 
French  geoerais,  particularly  Roug'et  and  Duver- 
fiette;  and  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  victory 
were  not  confined  io  the.  clearing  this  district  of  the 
enemy,  but  produced  the  best  eflects  by  the  confi. 
dence  with  which  it  inspired  the  new  'raised  Spanish 
troops. 

During  the  whole  of  these  operations,  a  constant 
correspondence  and  active  co-*operation  M^as  kept  up 
by  a  British  squadron  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Home  Pophatn,  who  proceeded  from  point  to  point, 
conveying  arms  to  the  Spaniards,  and  transporting 
,  their  troops  wherever  their  presence  was  thought  most 
efiicacious. 

Having  thus  taken  a  view  of  the  Spanish  exertions 
in  other  parts  of  the  Peninsula,  it  is  proper  to  return 
to  the  operations  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  who 
having  found  that  the  army  umler  Marmont,  so  lately 
defeated,  continued  their  retrea^  upon  Burgos,  in  a 
$tate  not  likely 4o  take  the  field  again  for  some  time, 
determined  to  bring  Joseph  Buonaparte  to  a  general 
action,  oc  force  him  to  quit  Madrid.  Accordingly  hii 
Lordshrp  moved  from  CueHer  on  the  9th  of  August, 
arrived  at  Segovia  on  the  7%b,  and  at'St.  lidefon^o  on 
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4.heBth  where  he  halted  one  day,  in  order  to -allow  . 
the  right  of  the  aitny  more  time  to  come  up. 

NoopppsitioQ  was  liiade  to  the  passage  of  the  troops 
through  the  usiountains  ;  and  Brigadier-General  ly  tir- 
ban  with  the  Portuguese  cavalry,  the  first  light  bat- 
talion of  the  king's  German  legion,  atid  C;apt.  Mac- 
donald's  troop  of  horse  artillery,  had  been  brought 
tliroughthe  Giiiidarama  {>ass  as  early  a«  tlie  9th,  The  - 
Brigadier-General  then  moved  forward  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  from  the  vicinity  of  Galapagus;  and 
.supported  by  the  heavy  cavalry  of  the  king's  Germaft 
legion  from  Torrelodonas,  drove  in  theFreiich  caval-* 
.  ry,  about  2000  in  number,  and  placed  himself  at  Ma- 
jalahonda,  with  the  Portuguese  cavalry  aod'Captain 
Macdonald'stroop,  and  the  cavalry  and  light  infantry 
€^f  the  king's  German  legion  at  Las  Roy  as,  about  thre6 
quartet*^  of  a  mile  distant; 

The  enemy's  ciavalry  which  hadbe^n  driven  off  i^ 
theG9orning,and  had  moved  towards  Naval  Carnero, 
returned  about  five  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  }  and  -^ 
Brigadier-Geueral  D' Urban,  havinfg  formed  the  Por- 
tuguese cavalry  in  front  of  Majaliboftda,  supported 
\}y  the  horse  artillery,  ordered  the  cavalry  to  charge 
the  enemy's  leadiug  squadrons,  which  appeared  too 
far  advanced  to  be  supported  by  the  main^  body.  The 
Portuguese  caValry  advanced  to  theiAttack,  but  unfor- 
tunately turned  about  before  they  reached  the  enemy 
and  they  fled  Ihrdugh  the  viHage  of  Majalaho^da,  and 
l>ack  upon  the  German  dragoons,  leaving  behind  theni 
unprotected  and  unsupported,  those  guns  of  Captam 
Macdonald's  troop,  which  he  had  moved  forward  to 
co-operate  withHhe  cayalry. 

Py  the  activity  of  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  of  Cap- 
tain Macdonald's  troop,  the  guns  were  however,  ragv 
cd  orff ;  bul,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
ground  over  which  they  were  moved,  the  carriage  of 
one  vyas  broHcii,  and  two  others  were  overturned-r- 
and  these  three  guns  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

The  PortugOiese  dragoons,   after  flying  through 
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Majalahonda^  were  rallied  and  reformed  iipoD  the 
heavy  dragoons  of  the  king's  German  legion,  which 
were  formed  between  that  village  and  Las  Roy  as. 
The  German  cavalry  then  charged  the  enemy,  al- 
though under  many  disadvantages,  and  stopped  their 
further  progre^  ;  but  tbrs  they  did  only  after  i^ffering 
considerably  loss,  and  having  Colonel  Jonquieres,  who 
4^ommanded  the  brigade,  taken  prisoner. 

At  this  moment  the  left  of  the  army  wqs  about  two 
miles>and  a  half  distant,  at  the  Puente  de  Ratemer, 
on  the  Guadarama  river,  and  Colonel  Ponsonby's  bri* 
gade  of  cavalry,  and  a  brigade  of  infantry  of  the  7th 
division  having  moved  forward  to  the  support  of  th^ 
troops  in  advance,  the  enemy  retired  upon  Majala- 
honda  as  soon  as  they  observed  those  troops ;  and 
night  having  come  on,  they  retired  upon  Alcorcon, 
leaving  the  captured  guns  at  Majalahonda,  where 
they  were  again  taken  possession  of. 

In  ibis  unpleasant  affair  of  the  Portuguese  cavalry 
it  was  still  a  satisfaction  to  the  Marquis  that  he  was 
able  to  rep6rt  that  their  oilicers  bad  behaved  remark- 
ably well,  and  shewed  a  good  example  to  their  mep^ 
.particularly  the  Yisconde  de  Barbacena, .  who  was 
taken  prisoner.  But  the  conduct  of-  the  brav«  Grer- 
man  cavalry  was  particularly  excellent,  as  well  as 
that  of  Captain  Macdonald's  troop  of  horse  artillery. 
After  this  partial  affair,  the  whole  army  moved  foi;« 
ward*  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  and  its  Jaft  took 

Eossession  of  the  city  of  Madrid,  Joseph  Buonaparte 
aving  retired  with  the  army  of '  the  centre  by  the 
roads  of  Toledo  and  Aranjuez,  leaving  a  garrison  in 
the  Retiro.?* 

The 


*  The  retiro  is  not  a  park-like  enclosure  adjsuoent  to  Madrid,  but 
the  ancient  palace  of'  tbe  Spanish  monarchs,  unii'  l&habited  as  such 
until  the  last  two  reigns,  when  Charles  the  Second,  who. completed  l|ie 
new  palac<^  at  the  western  side  of  the  metropolis,  repaired  thither  witfr 
his  court,'  The  palace  of  <*  El  Bueno  Retiro"  is  seated  i-aiher  on  an 
eminepce  at  t  ic  cM  tide  of  the  city,  aad  i^  surrounded  bj  extensive 

ftrouads. 
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Kecepdon  in  the  capital. 

The  ]\^arquis,  in  bis  public  dispatches,  deciare'd 
it  was  impossible  to  describe  the  joy  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Madrid,  upon  the  arrivp.!  of  the  British' ;  at  the 
same  time  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the  prevalence  of 
the  same  sentiments  of  detestation  of  tlie  French  yoke* 
and  of  a  strong"  desire  to  secure  the*inde^endence  of 
their  country  which  first  induced  the'm  to  set  the  ex- 
ample of  resistance  to  the  usurper,  would^still  induce 
them  to  maKe  exertions  in  the  cause  of  their  country, 
which  will  be  more  efficacious  ^han  those  formerly 
made.' 

The  Marquis,  findings  himself  completely  in  posses- 
sion of  the  city  of  JMadrid,  directed  the  operations  for 
the  investment  of  the  Retiro  to  take  plnce,  which 
were  completed  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  ;  and  on 
that  night  detachments  of  the  7th  division  of  infantry 
tinder  the  command  of  Major-General  Hope,  and  of 
the  3rd  division  of  infantry  under  the  command  of  the 
Hon.  Major-General  Edward  Pakenham^  drove  in 

3s2  the 


grounds  and  gardens.    In  this  venerable,  but  now  much  mutilated,  edi- 
fice, .Charles  the  Fiftii,  who  was  King  of  Spain, as  welF  as  Emperor  of 
Germany,  meditated  the  establishment  of  a  universal  monarchy  in  Eu-, 
rope  ;  and  his  son  PhiKp  the  Second,  who,  as  far  as  in  him  Jay,  emu*  * 
lated  Ihe  ambitious cond act  of  his  father,  enjojed,  by  vain  anticipation, 
the  imagined  conquest  of  England  I 

On  the  removal  of  the  court  to  the  new  palace,  the  Eetiro,  and  its 
umbrageous  walks,  were  neglected,  and  felt  into  consequent  decay. 
A  part  of  the  extensive  pile  of  buildings  were  afterwards  convened 
iato  a  royal  Porcelain  manufactory,  called  **  La  China  ;"  other  parts  - 
of  it  were  allotted  to  the  reception  of  a  mu8eum,,and  also  a  menagerie. 
Part  of  the  gardens  was  also  used  as  a  botanical  nursery.  The  whole 
more  or  less,  therefore,  was  by  the  Bourbon*  Princes  assigned  to  objects 
of  public  utility.  The  Gallic  plunderers,  on  their  ob^taining  posses- 
sion of  Madrid,  instantly  destroyed  these  worli^s  of  peace  and  civiliza- 
tion, converted  this  once  famed  residence  of  royalty  into  a  place  of 
arms,  or  species  of  citadel,  to  menace  and  overawe  the  devoted  city. 
Between  the  gardens  of  the  Retiro,  and  the  inclosure  of  Madrid,  ran, 

'    in  a  direction  north  and  souths  the  famous  walks  and  promenades  of  the 
Prado,  which  have  been  generally  esteemed  the  most  magnificent  of 

^    their  Hind  in  Europe  ;  but  now,  alas !  almost  totally  destroyed  by  those 
who  may  now  be  Justly  called  **  lx%  Sauvages  de  i'Europe !" 
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th^  enemy^s  poHts  from  the  Praclo  and  the  Botairieal 
Gai'den,  and  the  works  which  tht^y  haid  constracted 
outside  of  the  park  wall  ;  and,  having  broken  throagh 
the  wsiil  in  different  places,  they  were  established  in> 
the  palace  of  the  Ret iro,  and  close  to  the  exterior 
of  tjie  eneroy^s  works,  enclosing  the  bailding  called 
X'a  China. 

'  The  troops  were  preparing  in  the  morning  to  at* 
tack  these  works,  preparatory  tatke  arrangements  U> 
be  adopted  for  the  attack  of  the  interior  line  and 
building,  when  the  governor  sent  out  ^n  officer  to 
desire  to  capitulate,  and  the  Marquis  granted  hint  the 
honours  of  war,  with  the  security  of  tbe  soldier- s  bag- 
gage, &c.  \ 

On  the  14th  the  garrison  marched  out  on  th^ir 
road  to  Ciud<ad  Rodrigo  ;  ^nd  tl)e  works^  eo  being: 
taken  possession  of,  wer^  found  to  contain  a  garrison- 
consisting  of  two  colonels,  a  number  of  other  officers, 
and  a  total  of  rank  and  file,  &c«  amountiiig  in  the 
whole  to  25Q8.     .  -  * 

Of  all  kinds  of  stores  there  were  found  181  pieces 
oiF  ordnance,  21,831  round  shot,  1,148  shells,  23,000 
musquets,  near  three  millions  of  ball  cartridges  with 
a  profusion  of  oiher  stores  belonging  to  the  army  of 
the  centre;  to  which  we  must  add  a  great  quantity 
eonsiidered  as  belonging  to  the  army  g(  Porti^l, 
amounting  to  eight  field  guns,  a  quantity  of  shot, 
700  barrels  of  powder,  800,0{)0  ball  cartridges,  with 
a|i  immense  quantity  of  intreneiung  tools^  &cv  &c«.  ^  . 

The  events  which. took  place  at  Madri>d,  previotis 
to,  and  after  this  success,  are  too  important  to  be 
slightly  passed  over,  and  will  in  Tact,  if  recorded  here,, 
form  a  text  book  for  the  future  historian,  .  It  wasr,  in**  _ 
deed,  wdl  observed  in  the  Jirst  Madrid  Gazette  p^ib- 
lished  after  the  liberatiorv  of  that  city  from  the  grasp. 
of  the  invader,  that  the  many  and  important:  xwjciir-- 
rences  which  passed  in  that  capital  froar/the  lOtb  td 
the  leth  of  August  were  tff  'such  a  nature  as  to  fix  the 
attention  of  Europe;,  and,  W0  may  add^  to  stamp  the! 

.  \   ;       ,    greatness 
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grealiies»s  of  the  immortal  Wellington  on  the  minds 
of  laiert  posterity.  Nor  can  vre  accuse  the  Spanisirdt 
of  hyperbole,  in  their  approval  of  the  sentiment  that 
a  simple  and  faithful  narrative  of  these  events  ^oiild 
cause  teaf8  of  pleasure  to  her  shed  throughout  Spain, 
the  allied  nations,  and  every  part  of  the  world  where 
vj£tue  is  not  a  mere  name;  at  the  same  time  that  they 
will  draw  forth  groaiisof  fury  and  despite  from  the 
h^alrt  of  Napbl^on  and  his  vile  satellites.  They  are 
t))e  triumph  of  the  constancy,  valour,  and  patriotism, 
•i  the  Spaniards,  and  of  the  fidelity,  generosity,  and  ' 
perseverance,  of  the  allies — an  eternal  stigma  and 
ignomipy,  on  despotism*  ambition,  and  tyranny-— a 
terrible  lesson  to  tyrants— ^a  salutary  admonition  to 
the  people.      ^  - 

In  order  to  prevent  confusion  in  the  delineatfOn  of 
tl^ese  events,  the  patriotic  narrator  adopted  a  chro- 
nological arrangeraont«-^and  that  we  shall  iollow.  ' 
.  On  the  lOtfa  of  August,  as  soon  as  accounts  arrived 
of  the  battle  of  Balamanca,  and  its  fortunate  issue 
for  the  cause  of  the  allies,  symptoms  of  inquielnde  and 
perf^exity  were  observed  in  the  .whole  c^onrl  of  Jo* 
seph  Napoleon,  who  were  well  informed  of  the  event,, 
though  they  chose  to  pretend  a  belref  in  Mamvont 
having  gained  a  victory. 

Tbealarni  and  dread  which  this  occasioned  in  the 
French  and  their  partizans  was  the  greater,  as  they 
had  hidierto  reposed  a  Mind  confiitence  in  their  orwn 
strength^  conceiving  their  troops  to  be.  invincible, 
notwithstanding  the  many  defeats  they  had  already 
suffered^  both^ in  Portugal  and  Spain. 

This  prejiid^ice  being  thus  disi^ipated,  the  perturba- 
tion and  eonfosioii  into  which  they  were  tfirown  »ffi- 
ciently  pointed  out  to  the  suffering  citizens  the  real  Aate 
of  affairs^  which  they  in  vain  endeavoured  ta  conceal. 
The,  public  joy  was  manifested  on  all^ides.  The  re-^ 
porl  (^'the  great  event  was  speedily  circulated  am>ng 
th^  patriots,  and  the  police  wa»  in  despair^  seeing  that 
»)1  their  ^orts  to  prevent  ii  were  in  vain^ 

In 


dlO 


UPE  OF  THE  MOST  VOhlS 


"T* 


Anecdotet  of  Joieph'tcoart. 


■LU.*-a 


In  ▼ain  they  employed  threats— in  vain  they  fk>ub« 
led  their  spies— in  vain  they  filled  the  dang^eons  with 
patriots— in  vain  they  circulated  reports  which  no- 
body believed,  because  they  circulated  them.  Com- 
lOon  fame  soon  reported  the  death  of  the  Marshal,  and 
announced  with  accuracy  the  total  destruction  of  his 
army  ;  and  eveh  the  lowest  of  the  people  were  ao^ 
quainted  with  the  news. 

The  departure,  or  rather  flight,  of  Joseph,  of  his 
conrt,  and  partizans,  having  been  determined  on  in 
repeated  councils  of  state,  it  chanced  that  about  six  in 
the  evening  of  the  9th  some  soldiers,  who  had  been 
stationed  to  observe  the  heights  of  Gnadarama,  gave 
notice  that  they  saw  £nghsh  battalions  descending 
them.   ' 

Consternation  immediately  spread  through  the  pa- 
lace-borders and  counter  oitlers  were  given — and  at 
length  it  was  finally  determined  to  leave  the  city  at 
six  in  the  morning  of  the  10th.  This  anticipation  in- 
-  crea(8ed  the  disorder  of  the  fugitives.  In  the  greatest 
eonfasion  the  immense  convoy  of  the  intrusive  go- 
Ternment  was  collected.  Mburning  and  lamentsction 
spread  through  all  the  houses  qf  the  partizans. 

Some  sold  their  moveables  for  balf  their  value,  or 
what  they  could  get ;  others  gave  them  to  be  Icept  by 
their  friends  ;  and  others  a^od  that  favour  from  the 
insurgents  themselves,  whom  but  a  few  days  before 
they  had  looked  on  with  drsdain.  They  turned  into 
'  money  aU  they  could  save  of  the  wreck  of  their  pro- 
perty. 

U Dfortunate  fugitives  !  they  were  not  yet  acquaint- 
ed w:th  the  French — ^they  did  not  yet  know  that  the 
money  and  precious  efiects,  which  they  had  with  so 
miicl  difficulty  collected  for  their  subsistence  on  tb^ir 
jourrey,  wpuld  shortly  become  a  prey  to  the  rapacity 
of  the  troops  that  escorted  them. 

Many  were  robbed  by  their  escort  before  they  got 
half  \  league  from  Madrid.  In  fine  they  departed 
about  ten  in  the  morning,  cov^ored  with  disgrace  and 

opprobrium: 
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opprobriom  :  and  accompanied  by  the  pablic  execra- 
tion and  their  own  remorse. 

The  great  mass  of  the  populace  of  Madrid  were  the 
joyful  spectators  of  thi:^  caravan  ;  they  distinguished 
themselves  by  their^prudence  and  tranquillity  ;  and, 
with  a  noble  generosity,  even  pitied  the  misfortunes 
o(  those  who  had  so  grossly  ipsuUed  and  oppressed 
them. 

Aribos  and  Aguelo,  the  confidential  ministers  of  the 
intrusive  king,  having  arrived  at  Madrid  on  this  day 
— the  one  with  a  large  escort,  and  the  other  only  ac- 
companied by  three  soldiers,  they  found  the  public  in- 
digkiatibn  so  strong  that  they  were  glad  to  march  off 
in  the  morning  of  the  11th,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
French  troops,  except  thofee  left  in  the  Retiro.  It  was 
said  that  the  object  of  those  gentry  was  to  burn  some 
of  their  secret  papers,  and  to  save  some  effects,  which, 
in  their  hurry  on  the  preceding  day,  they  hiad  forgotten, 
and  in  this  they  were  partly  successful. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  French  garrison,  destin- 
ed for  the  defence  of  the  Retiro,  shut  itself  up  within 
these  works,  fearing  the  indignation  and  revenge  uf 
the  populace  ;-  and  as  soon  as  they  left  the  city,  the 
&hops  were  again  opened  in  full  confidence  of  the 
speedy  approach  of  the  British,  though  they  had  all 
been  shut  Tor  two  days,  from  a  fear  of  plunder,  aris- 
ing from  a  knowledge  which  every  boay  had  of  for- 
mer proceedings  of  the  French  army  on  a  similiar  oc- 
casion ;  ^nd  the  people  now  felt  themselves,  as  it 
were  able,  to  respire  after  the  oppression  and  slavery 
with  which  they  had  been  hitherto  born  dovrn.  In 
fact,  as  described  by  the  Spanish  narrator,  the  inha- 
bitants, giving  themsi^lves  up  to  their  joy,  manifested, 
by  their  language  and  embraces,  -all  that  flame  of 
patriotism^  which  they  had  been  so  long  obliged  to 
jconceal. 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  allied  army  began 
tQ  enter  the  6ity ;  and  from  that  moment  the  public  joy 
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)Lnew  no  bounds.  The  people  of  Madrid  now  teemed 
one  united  family.  Friends^  known  and  ndLnown, 
without  difference  from  age,  sex^  or  ooaditton^  con- 
verted and  embraced,  giving  mutual  pledges  of  the 
liberty  they  had  so  anxiously  panted  for.  The  arrival 
of  the  first  Engli  Ji,  Spanish,  and  Portqgoeae  officers 
raised  this  joy  to'  the  liighe#t  pitch*  Never  did  anT 
people  manifest  with  so  mnch.  cordiality  ^nd  energy 
jtheir  gratitude  to  their  deli  vorers.    . 

The  entrance  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellington  into 
Madrid  was  grand  in  the  extreme.  The  enthusiasm 
of  all  ranks,  particularly  the  females,  bordered  ^on 
Hiadness — they  were  frantic  with  joy. 

The  entrance  into  Salamanca,  Segovia,  and  Ilde- 
fonso,  was  equal  to  the  triumphal  entriea  of  the  heroes 
of  antiquity.  But  when  on  the  second  day  Lord 
Wellington  made  his  entry  into  the  capital,  tbie  spec- 
tacle was  truly  r  grand.  His  Lordship  was  attended 
by  the  Bower  of  the  British  nobility,  and  by  all  the 
generals  of  the  allied  army  ;  whilst  the  Spanish  nobi- 
lity, the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  the  magistrates, 
and  air  the  principal  inhabitants,,  came  ont  to  meet 
him  accompanied  by  almost,  the  whole  population  of 
the  city ;  to  be  present  at  the  cereoMny  of  the  presen* 
tation  of  the  keys. 

The  air  was  rent  with  cries  of  <*  Viva  1e  Due  de 
Bodrigo  grande"-*-but  the  elegant  fi^males,  mid  tboss 
of  the  first  rankf  were  the  most  particular  :  thej 
threw  under  the  horses*  feetnot  Only  laurels  and  flow- 
ers ;  but  a  very  great  many  threw  their  shawls  and 
veils,  which  were  of  the  finest  texture^ 

When  the  Marqvis  attempted  to  alight  at  the  pa* 
lace,  women  of  the  first  quality,  old  and  young,  hug* 
ged  and  kissed  him,  and  ev<$n  every  person  whom 
they  took  for  him,  so  that  it  was  a  long  time  before 
he  and  the  generals  got  housed.  There  was,  indeed^ 
little  trouble  in  getting  billets^  for  the  inhabitants  got 
hold  of  the  British  ofiSicers  where  they  couid  ^fiiul 


MARQUISOF  WELLINGTON.  513 

y       t  r  '         '  -   '  '  ,      ■         ■ 

Occurrences  at  Madrid. 

— ■--■ ■■■,.        —  _■        -  ■_--  — ■       -  ^  

-   -     -       -  *-    .  . -      - 

them,  and  insisted  oji  making  them  inmates  of  their 
houses.* 

During' this  and  tl^e  following  days  the  acclama- 
tions and  vivas,  which  hailed  the  conquerors  of  Sala- 
naanca,  neverceased  for  a  minute.  The  troops  of  the 
three  nations,  and  the  overjoyed  inhabitants  of  the 
late  ifUfated  city,  embraced  each  other  without  dis- 
tinction, and  appeared,  wh^t  they  really  were,  a  na- 
tion of  brothers.  The  doors  of  all  the  houses  were 
seen  instantly  adorned,  as  if  by  enchantment ;  and 
every  thing  contributed  to  prove  that  the  inhabitants 
considered  this  day  as  the  Aurora  of  Liberty, 

•  «*  Brave  and  geaerous  allies  !"  exclaims  the  narra- 
tor— "  you  met  not  with,  at  Madrid,  the  solemn  pomp 
due  to  yoitr  triumph;  but  the  people  manifested  to 
you  their  heart  —that  heart  as  constant  in  adversity, 
and  firi;n  in  its  resolution,  as  terider  and  feeling*  in  its 
gratitude!" 

On  the  1 8th  of  August  in  the  evening,  as  we  have 
alreadv  noticed,  th(^  investment  or  'blockade  of -the 
Retire  commenced  tand  on  that  day  was  proclaimed, 
1^  order  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  as  Duke  of 
(Jiudad  Rodrigo,  the  Constitution  formed  by  the  Ge- 
neral and  Extraordinary  Cortes  of  the  kingdom  ;  Don 
Carlos  Espana,  governor  of  the  capital  and  its  pro- 
vcnce,  and  Marshal  Miguel  Alava,  presiding  at  the 

act. 

On  this  solemn  and  important  occasion  the  con- 
coarse  of  people,  of  applauding  crowds,  was  im- 
mense, land  appeared  to  have  multiplied  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  capital,  who,  during  the  reign  of  the 
French  tyranny,  had  been  reduced  to  one  third  of 
their  original  number.     The  ceremony  was  perform- 

22.  3^    .  ed 


*  When  the  French  garrisons  was  marched  out  of  the  Retiro,  thojjgh 
they  w'ere  privately  sent  off  by  a  detour,  the  populace  got  notice,  and 
were  with  difficulty  kept  by 'the  British  and  PoctugucscT  guards  from 
taking  vengeance  on  such  of  the  officers  and  itien  at  had  committed  the 
greatest  deprcdatl  ons  oa  them. 
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ed  amidst  the  roar  of  the  enemy's  Cannon,  who  were 
then  making  their  last  efforts  to  defend  the  enclosure 
of  the  Retiro ;  and  thus,  at  the  sam^  time,  it  may  be 
said,  were^  heard  the  last  groans  of  oppression  and  the 
first  voice  of  independence — thus  did  the  suffering 
.  patriots  see  themselves  freed  from  the  horrid  aod  black 
load  of  disgrace,  at  the  same  instant  as  appeared  to 
their  eyes  the  luminous  torch  of  their  future  felicity 
and  social  security. 

**  O  hjippy  day!*'  exclaims  the  Spanish  historian 
of  these  events — **  Oh  certain  presage  of  our  future 
felicity  !  Oh  warriors  of  Albion,  of  .Lusitania,  and 
afflicted  Spain,  by  you  we  are  free!  Oh  fathers  of 
the  country,  by  you  we  are  happy'^'— 

The  narrator  then  proceeds  to^tate,  that  on  thel4th, 
the  Retiro  surrendered  at. noon,  just  at  the  time  when 
the  scaling  ladders  were  preparing  for  the  assault; 
when  the  garrison,,  nmounling  to  1900  men,  marched 
out  prisoners,  leaving  behmd  them  near  200  pieces  of 
cannon,  20,000  musquets,  and  a  quantity  of  other 
effects.  J^t  the  sao^e  time,  he  adds,  must  not  be 
omitted  the  lively  wish  which  the  people  manifested, 
again  to  occupy  this  new  Bastile,  where  French 
cruelty  bad  sacrificed  so  many  victims;  but  still  the. 
people  y^ere  prudent  and  moderate,  and  v^ished  to 
avoid  the  sad  recollection  of  their  disgrace,  with  the 
sight  of  their  oppressors. 

On  this  day,  in  virtue  of  the  Royal  decree  of  the 
Regency  of  the  Kingdom,  the  awearing  to  the  con* 
stitution  of  the  country  took  place  in  all  the  parishes 
of  the  capitol,  '     , 

The  council  of  Madrid,  in  the  midst  of  this  scene 
of  war  and  politics,  were  not  unmindful  of  the  ssofter 
duties  of  social  Jife ;  and  wishing  to  offer  the  Mar- 
quis of  Wellington  a.  proof  of  their  gratitude,  de- 
termined to  entertain  him  with  a  magnificent  ball. 
"  The  numerous  and  enlightened  concourse  whd 
assisted  at ,  it,  the  decorations  of  the  ball  itself,  the, 
abundance  of  tha  wiunes,  fruits^  &;g.  the,  order  and 

urbanity 
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trrbanity  of  att,  and  the  presence  of ,  t^e  General  of  . 
Europe,    oflFered   a    picture   worthy    of   admiration^ 
eveii  to  those  most  accustomed  to  these  scenes.". 

The  Spanish  authorities,  however,  were  not  con- 
tent with  mere  demonstrations  of  joy  :  but  under'the 
guidance  of  the  Marquis  took  a  most  important  step 
for  the  speedy  return  of  the  misled  Jurarnentados  to 
their  social  and  military  duties,  and  GenerSiI  Atavjl 
republished  his^  proclamation  to  the  Spanish,  soldiei*s, 
under  Joseph's  colours,  which  had  already  been  issued 
from  the  head  quarters  of  the  Anglo-Hispano-Por- 
tuguesfe  army,  on  the  29th  of  the  preceding  month  ; 
in  which  he  says,  "  The  General  and  Extraordinary 
Cortes  of  the  nation,  wishing  to  celebrate  the  political 
constitution  of  the  monarch,  have  decreed  a  general 
pardon  to  aH  Spanish  military  men,  of  whatever  rank 
they  may  be,  and  M^ho  are  in  the  service  pf  the  ty1*;|nt 
ixpotx  their  abandoning  it,  and  presenting  themselves 
to  the  Spanish  chiefs,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
Bjeing  charged  by  the  supreme  government  t6  the 
Ddke  of  Ciadad  Rodrigo,  I  judge  it  my  duty  to 
make  yon  acquainted  with  the  favourable  dispositioti 
"of  otir  leg;itimate  government,  in  order  tfcat  you  iiiay 
take  advantage  of  it,  and  retiurn  into  the  bosom  of 
your  beloved  d6unti*yjj  and  the  estimation  of  your/^ouh- 
tryilien.  The  moment  is  most  opportune.  The  enemy 
t^annot  much  longer  support  themselves  in  the  interior 
of  the  country,  and  in  retiring,  from  our  frontiers  your 
fate  is  decided  5  you  are  going  to  "perish  in  the  war  of , 
the  north.  *,  , 

•*  Your  country,  brothers,  friends,  are  greatly  offend- 
ed by  your  infamous  desertion  j  and  you  will  give  rise 
to  a  new  war,  unless  you  except  ^e  offers  of  this 
proclatnstlion.  Hastien  then  to  present  yourselves  to 
the  Spanish  authorities,  or  the  advanced  posts  01 
tile  allied  army  ;  and  in  this  tQanner  you  will  cause 
ydOi'  faults'  to  be  forgotten,  by  shewing  that  your 
%eart  wag  Spanish,  although  your  exterior  deport^ 
ment  gave  reasot&  for  doubting  if.". 

3x2  Thft 
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The  Spanish  General  concluded  his  address  by 
stating  that  nil  those  who  came  in  i>'houId  also  be  paid 
for  their  arms  and  snch  other  military  article^  as  they 
should  bring"  with  them  ;  and  so  great  was  the  effect 
of  th»  proclamation,  that  even,  in  the  course  of  a 
^  few  days,  a  great  number  of  those  unfortunate  and 
misguided  men  made  their  appearance  ;  and,  having 
taken  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  joined  their  brethren  in 
arms. 

In  fact  it  had  such  an  influence  as  even  to  produce 
desertions  from  Joseph's  army  to  the  amount  of  thou- 
sands daily.  His  whole  line  of  retreat,  in  short, 
was  covered  with  deserters  ;  and,  on  the  21st,  it  was 
known  that  this  intrusive  king  had  changed  his  route^ 
and  was  then  proceeding  by  the  Arragon  road. 

At  this  period  the  towns  of  La  Mancha  were  inun- 
.  dated  with  deserters  from  his"army  ;  and  nearly  2,000, 
it  was  said,  had  entered  the  capital,  whilst  many  of 
the  French  partisans,  who  bad  not  actually  taken  up 
arms,  returned  to  their  homes  extremely  disgusted 
with  the  treatment  which  they  had  met  with  from  the 
retreating  army. 

The  Mar<juis  of  WeHington  stijl  remained  ia  the 
capital  until  the  22nd  of  August,  and  on  that  morning 
the  New  Council  went  in  a  body  from  the  Consistorial 
Hall,  with  the  ceremonies  of  s\Me\  under  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Field  Marshal  Don  Carli^s,d'Espana^ 
Commandant-Getieralflrf  interim,  of  New  Castile,  ancj 
of  the  capital,  and  proceeded  to  the  the  royal  palace, 
'  to  compliment  hinj  as  General  Duke  of  Ciudad'Ro* 
drigo  j  and,,  being  admitted  into  his  presence,  the» Ge- 
neral addressed  his  Excellency  in  the  name  of  th^ 
whole  Council  in  the  following  terms  :— • 

•*'*Most  Excellent  Lord,~The  Couhfiil  of  the 
Capital  of  Spain,  which  has  deserved  the  public  con- 
fidence, and  which  was  elected  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,'  sanctioned  by  the  General 
and  Extraordinary  Cortes  of  the  nation,  comes  to 
offer  to  your  Excellency  the  sincere  expression  of  its 

respect 


«»    ^    o 
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respect  and  gratitude.  The  inhabitants  of  Madrid, 
justly  celebrated  jn  history  by  their  heroic  patriotism, 
and  who,  in  the  glorious  struggle  in  M^hich  the  nation 
is  engaged,  were  th&  first  people  who,  without  other 
force  th^n- their  loyalty,  shed  their  blood  to  defend 
the  independence  of  their  country  and  the  rights  of 
their  legitimate  Sovereign,  manifest  to  your  Excel- 
lency, by  the  voice  of  their  Magist;*ate$,  the  satisfac- 
tion they  feel  at  seeing  in  the  palace  of  their  Kings 
the  illustrious  conqueror  of  Yimiera  and  Talavera, 
the  deliverer  of  -Portugal— the  conqueror  of  Ciudad 
Kodrigo  and  Badajoz! — the  hero  who,  in  the  plains  of 
Salaman<;a,  humbled  the  pride  of  our  perfidious  and 
cruel  enemies,  frustrated  their  designs,  and  broke  the 
chains  which  disgraced  the  capital  of  the  Spanish  Em«> 
pire — a  memorable  victory^ which  history  shall  trans^ 
mit  to  the  most  r^piote  posterity, 

**  My  Lord  Duke— ^The  representatives  of  a  most 
loyal  and  grateful  people  hope,  that  your  Excellency^ 
thus  worthily,  placed  at  the  head  of  Spanish  greatness, 
will  be  j^eased  to  take  this  capital  under  your  parti* 
cular  protection  ;  and  that  the  effects  of  this-  benefit 
will  be  the  contifiuation  of  thai  precious  liberty  which 
we  acknowledge  to  owe  to  ^our  Excellency,  and  the 
restoration  to  his  throne  of  the  MDxiarch  who  is  the 
object  of  our  persevering  love  and  honour,  and  des* 
tined  to  reign,  according  to  a  wise  constitution,  over 
an  illustrious  people,  who  will  for  ever  be  worthy  of 
their  liberty  from  the  sacrifices  they  have  made." 

To  this  the  Marquis  retimed  the  following  an* 
«wer :—  ^ 

"  I  ani  very  sensible  of  the  honour  which  the  most 
noble  and  loyal  Council  of  Madrid  has  done  me  iri 
this,  visit,  .^d  aoi  highly  gratified  with  the  polite 
la,nguage  in  which  yo^r  ]ISicellency,  spea^king  in  its 
xiffne,  b.93  been  pleased  to  mention  the  principal  oc« 
cjirrences  of  the  war  in  vi^hich  I  have  borne  a  part, 
t  ha^ve  particulqir  satisfaction  in  receiving  a  body  of 
magistrates^  elected  by  thcl  faithful  people  .^f  Madrid 
;    V  »  a^cordin^f 
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according  to  the  forms  provi<]ed  by  the  constitutionv 
sanctioned  by  the  general  and  extraordinary '  Cortes^ 
>vhich  posessing  the  confidence  and  inflaence  6f  the 
people,  carry  into  execution  the  laws  with  impartial 
lity  »nd  vigour.  The  events  of  war  are  in  the  hands 
of-  Providence  )  but  I  trust  that  these  gentlemen  and 
inhabitants  of  Madrid  will  not  doubt  that  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  make  evel^y  effort  in  my  power  to  carry  into 
execution  the  oilers  of  His  Royal  Highness,  who  ex- 
ercises the  authority  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  in  behalf  of  the  interesting  cause «f  Spain  ; 
and  I  hope  that  these  efforts  will  not  only  contribute 
to  preserve  the  peace  and  security  of  the  city  of  Ma- 
itridy  but  also  ultimately  to  establish  the  independence 
prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  Spain." 

Perhaps  Ihe  best  record,  of  the  national  gratitude, 
of  the  lively  yet  generous .  feelings  of  the  Spaniards, 
was,  in  an  address  published  about  this  period,  and 
which  may  fairly  be  considered  as  spekking  the  sense 
of  the  nation  in  general,  and  highly  illustrative  of 
the  genei-osity  of  the  Spanish  character.  It  forms 
.indeed  such  an  important  historical  document  that  its 
sobstancO  eahnot  be  considered  as  irrelevant  in  this 
place. 

^  It  is  Ihere  exultingly.  i^tated  that  at  last  have  disap^ 
peared  the  oppressors  of  Iberis^n  liberty.  Those 
Hiiicli  talked  of  armies,  wherever  they  passed,  caus- 
ing famine,  death,  and  general  desolation,  no  longer 
exist ;  those  Generals  and  their  Chief,  intrusive  Jo- 
seph, remain  terrified  by  the  presence  of  a  military 
genius,  the  great  Wellington  j  the  ajpostate  Spa- 
niards who  lent  themselves  to  be  the  vile  organs  of 
the  French  maxims^  are  now  vi^andering:.corered-with 
opprD|brion>.  Napoleon  fcaid  that  be  came  to  regene- 
rate it ;  he  accomplished  it ;  the  Spanish  slavfe  tunrt 
citizen,  tfae  superstitions  free  f torn  prejuifice^  the 
coward  valiant,  the  credulonsi  mistrustful,  the  egotist 
.  generous,  the  indolent  thoughtful ;  the  Spanish  ge- 
nius penetrated  the  iniquitous  maxima  at  Frtxttce  ; 
®  but 
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bat  neither  this,  nor  its  emperor,  uor  its  armies,  can 
resist  the  light  of  that  luminous  star,  who, plowed 
the  seas  to  hurl  the  eagles  from  the  capital  of 
Spain. 

"  Spaniards,  we  are  already  citizens  !  The  consti- 
tution to  which  ye  have  sworn  with  so  much  pleasure, 
is  the  best  security  of  your  rights.  X),  fathers  of  the 
country,  do  not  delay  theftioment  in  which  a  grateful 
population  may  express  to  you  their  gratitude  for  the 
grand  monument  which  ye  have  raised  to  the  indepen*. 
dence  of  the  Spanish  nation  ! 

^*  As  this  happy  mpment  is  not  yet  arrived,^  adds 
this  spirited  address,  *^  let  us  divide  with  our  generous 
defenders  the  last  remains  of  our  ancient  prosperity  ; 
let'us  occupy  ourselves  to  their  comfort;  already  we 
owe  whatever  we  enjoy  to  their  efforts,  and  what* 
ever  we  may  in  future  enjoy — their  subsistence,  cloth- 
ing, care  in  their  sickness,  promptitude  in  their  con* 
yeyances  are  the  objects  which  should  occupy  us 
under  paip-of  renouncing  the  pompous  title  of  pa<^ 
triots  and  grateful  men.  Let  us  restrain  in  our  hearts 
the  feelings  which  the  impudence  of  the  French  par-, 
ti:)^ans  naturally  excite,  who,  animated  with  a  vaio 
and  ill-founded  hope,  remain  among  us  as  a  jnark  for 
oui:  indignation,  caused  by  them. 

*^  Let  us  not  offend  nor  insult  them ;  iior,  by  pre- 
teuding  to  correct  crin(\e,  commit  a  greater,  in  usurp* 
ipg  authorities  of  a  right  which  does  not  belong  to  us 
-—exceeding  the  Jimits  of  that  same  constitution  to 
which  we  have  just  sworn.  Let  us  confide  in  tb6 
]i;opartial  justice  of  government,  who  will  revenge  our 
injuries,  and  separate  us  from  those  who  are  unwor- 
thy of  the  Spanish  name.  They,  of  every  description^ 
even  to  the  sepulchre^  will  carry  with  them  the  public 
detestation. 

**  The  sad  remains  of  Marmont's  armyi  the  march 
continually  interrupted  of  a  fugitive  king,  the  uncer-» 
tain  state  of  Soult,  and  the  horrible  loss  of  imperial 

troops  id  the  norths  are  nat^  iu  truth,  ^vento  which 

can 
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can  flatter  tbeif  hopes :  we  on  the  other  hand,  who 
contemplate  the  victories  gained  ^t  Ciadad  Kodri^o, 
Badajoz^  Salamanca,- Astorga,  Yalladolid,  and  Ma- 
drid— we  who  see  the  standard  of  independence 
freely  wave  over  the  provinces  of  GalHcia,  Asturias, 
the  two  Castiles,  Estremadura,  and  La  ^ancha — we 
who  enjo^  the  privilege  of  being  led  to  the  field  of 
honour  by  the  first  general  known  in  Europe,  should 
neithcF  fear  those  deluded  men,  nor  take  advantage 
of  our  superioritj  over  them.  Let  us  be  just  in  our 
resentments;  praiseworthy  in  the  prudence  with 
which  ^we  tolerate  them  ;  the  government  is  still 
jost." 

With  sentiments  so  laudable,  it  was  scarcely  possi- 
ble that  a  people  could  err ;  and  accordingly  we 
find  that  in  ail  those  districts  liberated  from  the  power 
and  oppression  of  the  enemy  all  the  civil  authorities, 
every  social  regulation,  and  in  short  every  relation  of 
life,  returned  to  their  proper  bias,  or  level,  without 
Any  convulsion,  and  without  producing  any  inconve- 
nience whatever. 

The  Spaniards  were  now  not  inactive  in  the  ge- 
neral cause;  and  about  the  28th  of  August  their 
patriotic  army  of  the  centre  consisting  of  their  2nd 
^d  3rd  armies,  after  continually  moving  about  for 
19  days,  had  at  last  finally  taken  post  at  Hellin,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  for  the  purpose  of  observ- 
ing the  movements  both  of  Soult's  and  SuchetV 
forces.  , 

At  these  stationary  head-quarters  there  daily 
presented  themselves  an  immense'  number  of  French 
partizans  and  Juram^ntados  :  the  first  wishing  to  em- 
brace the  patriotic  cause,  and  enter  the  Walloon 
guards;  the  o£her$  being  destined  for  the  infantry 
corps. 

Some  Jnramentado  oflScers  had   likewise  deserted 
at  that  period  ;  but  they^ .  as  they  had   appeared  at  a ' 
time  when  the  country  had  no  occasion  for  their  ser- 
vices^  were  sent  to  Majorca  as  common  soldiers. 

On 
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On  the  28tb  General  Frere  with  1200  cavalry  had 
advanced  between  Allacete  and  Boneta,  and  General 
Bassecourt  was  in  Allora,  and  to  the  latter  officer  a 
iiMmber  of  deserters  were  daily  presenting^  themselves 
from  Suchet^s  arQiy^.in  consequence  of  his  proximity 
to  Almanza,  the  first  place  on  the  enemy's  line. 

About  this  period.  General  Mina  attacked  a  corps 
of  the  enemy,  composed  of  3000  infantry  and  200 
horse,  on  the  high  Pamplona  road,  near  Tul.os;  the 
enemy's  loss  on  ihis  occasion  consisted  of  from  eight 
to  nine  hundred  men,  whilst  that  of  the  Spaniards  was 
but  of  triflinur  consideration.. 

'  General  Villa  Campa  also,  near  Requina,  attacked 
more  than  1000  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  with  some 
artillery  and  cavalry,  commanded  by  General  Barou 
Mepos^  completely  destroying  them ;  the  greater  pairt* 
were' made  prisoners,  others  were  wounded,  or  killed* 
and  the  remainder  saved  themselves  by  dispersion^ 
leaving  behind  them  two  pieces  of  artillery,  theanu 
munition  waggons,  the  convoy  of  stores,  &c.  and  all 
tlie  baggage :  which  shall  be  wore  fully  noticed. 

'  About  the  24th. of  August,  intelligence  was  receiv* 
ed  at  Madrid  that  Valencia  had  surrendered'  to  the 
expedition  from  Majorca,  and  that  Tarragona  and 
Lerida  were  also  in  the  hands  of  the  allies. 

At  that  period,  in  the  south,  GeneralHill  had  or* 
ders  to  advance,  and  bis  operations  were  to  be  con- 
ducted in  conjunction  with  the  division  at  Ayamoute, 
and  with  the  forces  under  Kallasteros. 

Up  to  this  time,  the  greatest  harmony  prevailed  be- 
tween the  allies  and  native  troops;  and,  consistently 
with  this  good  understanding*  the  Spanish  G.uerillas  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Madrid  placed  thc^mselves  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis;  and,^  amongst  the 
principal  chiefs  who  had  concurred  .in  this  arrano^e- 
ment,  were  Medico  and  the  Empecinado.  ^ 

Great  hopes  also  \vere  jentertained  of  the  general 
succes^s  from  the  future  operations  of  the  troops  dis- 
embarked on  the  eastern  coast.  .  This  expedition  left 
.   22.  ,  .  3  u  Sicily 
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Sicily  7000  stVonu^,  totally  British,  consi^slHig  of  a  di- 
vision of  the  20th  light  dragoons,  the  Ist  battalions  of 
the  10th,  68th,  and  81st  reguuentft,  the  4th  and  Gik 
battalions  of  the  King's  German  Legien,  and  the  rt* 
gimf.*nts  of  Dillon  and  de  Rolle. 

At  Minorca,  they  were  joined  by  about  font*  thoti- 
8and  Spanish  troops,  organized  and  disciplined  in  that 
place,  thus  forniing  a  conjoint  force  of  about  11,000 
men,  under  the  command  of  General  Maitla»d* 

On  its  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  the  troops  were 
lamled  at  Alicftnt;  and  being  joined  by  Gerteral 
Roch's  division,  and  the  horse  of  the  2d  arid  3d  armv, 
proceeded  from  that  place  in  the  direction  of  Valencia, 
on  the  16th  of  August ;  and  though  the  Pfench  had 
determined  to  fortify  themselves  in  the  poii>t9  of  Ibi 
and  Castella,  yet  no  sooner  were  the  troops  in  motion, 
than  General  JHarispe  disappeared  (rout  these  pointfs 
with  the  utmost  rapidity. 

In  consequence  of  all  these  brilliant  achievements, 
the  Spanish  Government  dt^termined  to  present  the 
Marquis  with  the  order  of- the  Toisond'Or^br  Goldea 
Fleece^  the  most  ancient  and  honourable  order  in 
Europe  next  tp  that  of  the  Garter  5  ahd  the  Cortes 
decreed  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  nelar 
Salamanca,  in  commemoration  of  the  victory  of  the 
22d  of  July.  Upon  the  official  details  of  that  glori- 
ous event  being  read  to.  them- by  the  Secretary  at 
War  they  unanimously,  amidst  reiterated  exclama- 
tions from  the  galleries  of—**  Long  live  the  nation—^ 
Long  live  our  allies" — passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Duke  of  Ciudiui  Rodrigo,  and  the  troops  under  his 
€;pmtnand,  and  appointc^d  a  deputation  to  wait  upon 
the  Honourable  Henry  Wellesley,  liis  brother,  and 
now  the  British  ambassador  there  to  congratulate 
him  on  sosignala  victory.  The  deputies  weire  tbfe 
Marquis  Yilla  ^'ranca,  and  Counts  Torer\o,  Vaga,  &c. 
— fThe  Marquis  Villa  Fmnca  addressed  the  ambas- 
sador in  these  terms — «*  The  General  Cortes,  after 
hearing  with  the  most  extraordinary  en^otion  the  re- 
lation 
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l^tioii  q(  the  viclory  obtained  by  the  Piike  of  Cind«id 
-Rod rigfo»  in  tlue  fields  of  Salamancn,  have  resolved, 
that  in  its  naiiie^,aoJ  on  that  of  His  Majesty,  thanks 
should  be  .^iveu  to  that  General,  the  officers  and^ 
troops  uoder  hU  cooimaqd ;  and  likewise  that  we 
should  without  any  cereuiony,  wait  upon  and  com- 
plimei^t  yowr  Exceliency  on  this  happy  event^  both  as 
the  xepre;ientative  of  Ih.e  Great  British  Ujation,  and  asi 
tile  Brother  of  tlue  great  Hero  who  has  obscured  the 
jtriumphs  of  the  tyrant;'' 

Mr.  Ayellesley,  in  reply,  assured  them  that* he  was 
s^bove  uieasure  gratified  by  this  proceeding  of  the 
Cortes,  and  that  he  hoped  this  great  success  would 
be  followed  by  j>till  greater  advantages,  and  thdtthe 
result  of  the  whole  would  be' the  so  much  wished  for 
entire  libjertj  oPthe  Peninsula;  '  , 

About  the  early  part  of  August  the  enemy  had  in 
ft  certain  degree  reinforced  their  troops  in  Estrema- 
dura,  in  consequence  of  which  General  Hill  removed 
to  Zafra. 

No  sooner  had  Soult  heard  of  .the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca, than,  like  a  true  disqiple  of  Buopaparte,  he 
ordered  rejoicings  and  a  grand  entertainment  in  ho- 
nour of  Ma^rmont's  brilliant  victory  ;  Qnd  at, the  same 
time  put  every  animal  in  the  country  in  requisition, 
j\nd  took  every  possible  means  of  farming  depots,  at 
the  same  time  putting  his  camp  in  motion  avowedly 
for  th^  puVj^iose.  of  destroying  Genera.I  Hill's,  force. 
His  absolute. intentions  were  indeed  unknown,  but  he 
made  a  slight  movement  on  the  left  qf  that  divisioii 
of  the. allied, army  under  Hill,  who  in  his  turn  kept  a 
^*QQd  Ippk  out  so  ^s  to  act  or  moye  as  circumstancefJ 
niigh^t  rj^quire. 

ImmediajLely  afterwards,  the  French  advanced  in 
fprce  upon  :Urnachos  when  General  Hill,  in  order 
to  couuter.^ct  them,  marx'hed  his  troops  so  {is  to 
occup3^the  positions  of  Villa  Franca  and  Almardra* 
i«go;  .where,  shortly  after,  the  British  army  received 
^ccoAjuts  of  the  victory.     The   enemy  now  retired  by 
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the  road  to  Vsagre^  and  the  British  proceeded  to  Los 
Santos  antd  Zafra,  as  already  noticed  ;  after  whii^h 
General  Hill  sent  a  fla'g  of  trnce  to  General  Dronet 
with  information  of  Marmont^s  defeat,  and  accompa* 
nied  liy  twelve  French  prisoners,  who  iould  assure 
liim  of  this  great  and  important  event. 

At  this  period  the  French,  in  the  southern  parts  of 
Andalusia,  found  themselves  very  unpleasantly  circum* 
stanced ;  and,  instead  of  actings  offensively  against 
General  Baliasterost  found  themselves  obliged,  on  the 
25th  of  August,  to  evacuate  ail  their  lines  of  positions 
from  Guadahite,  Ronda,  and  the  points  of  Gahara 
and  Telia,  hloiviag  up  their  f^rtlBcations,  spiking 
their  cannon,  and  destroying  their  ammunition.    ' 

General  Ballasteros  immediately  pursued  them,  and 
on  the  following  day  his  troops  occupied  ^he  Ronda, 
aiid  Villa  Martin  ;  and  so  completely  was  the  face  of 
affairs  now  altered,,  that  instead  of  being  kept  in, 
check,  he  prepared,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  having 
left  any  force  still  to  blockade  Cadiz,  either  to  march 
upon  them  ;  or,  if  they  had  evacuated  their  lines,  to 
pursue  them  in  their  retreat.  He  was  not  in  time, 
however,  for  either  plan;  for  fearing  for  his' own 
safety,  Soult  gave  directions  for.  the  siege  of*  Cadi^ 
to  be  raised ;  and  on  the  24th  atid  morning  of  the 
2^th  of  August,  the  besiegers  abandoned  all  their  po- 
sitions and  works  opposite  to  Cadiz  and  the  Ista, 
except  the  town  of  Port  St.  MaryN,  where  a  body  oif 
troops  remained  until  the  niiddle  of  the  day,  and  then 
withdrew  to  the  Cartujya. 

.They  left  a  very  numerous  artillery  in  the  several 
works,,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  powder; 
although  most  of  the  ordnance  was  rendered  un- 
serviceable and  useless,  yet  from  other  causes,  they 
appeared  to  have  retfred  with  more  precipitation  froai 
their  position  than  coufd  have  been  expected.  In- 
deed so  apprehensive  were  they  of  l)eing  harassed, 
that  a  considerable    body    of  cavalry  was   broug^At 
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down»    previous  to   the  cpminenceineitt  of  the  r«« 
If e&t« 

The  toii^ns  qf  Pqerto  Real  and  Chiclana  were  im-, 
iqediately  occupied  by  detachments  of  ^pani«lf  troops^ 
and  a  party  of  the  2d  llanoverian   bqssarg  tog'ether 
with  some  liffht  troops  under  the  command  of  Colo^ 
nel  Lamiiert. 

At  the  same  tinie  ]^ajor-G^eneral  Cooker  Oom^ 
mander  of  the  British  forcesr  in  Cadiz^  received  fn* 
formation  that  Colonel  Skerrett  and  the  i^pamsh^roppsi 
Under  General  Cihiz  had  arrived  at  Manzanilla  on 
the  22d,.and  remained  there  in  order  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  Marshal  Soitlt. 

The  raising*  of  the  siege,  as  may  easily  be  conceived^ 
produced  the  most  lively  satisfaction  amongst  the  in«f 
nabitantsof  Cadiz,  who  exultingly  exclaimed,  **The 
greatly  desired  moment  is  arrived  when  we  behold  the 
haughty  and  insulting  fde  broken^  down  and  humbled 
even  on  these  coasts  of  the  Peninsula..  The  siege  o£ 
Cadiz  is  raised !  The  brilliant  triumphs  and  progresi^ 
of  the  allied  army,  led  on  by  the  great  English  6e- 
netal,  have  already  produced  the  most  felicitdiis  re* 
suits.  The  si^ge  of  Cadiz  has  been  raised,  and  its 
safety  ensured  on  the  plains  of  Salamanca.  The  te« 
nacity  of  the  Vandal  Soult,  in  retarding  this  happy 
moment,  will  in  the  end  prote  greatly  advantageous^ 
to  the  common  cause.*'  , 

Iri  describing  the  details  of  thts^evei^t,  it  wais  stated 
that  at   dawn  of  day  on  the  35th   commenced   the 

Cublic  destruction  of  the  enemy's  works,  redoubts, 
attends,  powder  magazines,  &c.  The  obscurtly 
of  the  preceding  night  was  iiot  sufficient  to  screen 
his  coerced  determination,  as  the  |iecmle  of  Cadi?, 
could  easily  hear  the ^ex plosions  of  diTOrent  maga** 
zines  before  the  liglit  of  day  enabled  them  to  behold 
the  precipitate  retreat  of  those  ferocious  iuvaders/ 
The  formidable  work  at  La  Cabaztiela  ceased  to  exist 
at  one  in  the  morning,  and  at  ten  the  Cadiz  garrison 
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t(H>k  possessioD  of  Uiat  point,  nHiitst  aninerous  bo^ 
from  the  town  crowded  over  to  that  shore  so  loDg^.Hi  ; 
possesion  of  the  ©oemy.  ...  f 

.  The  advanoe  of  the  tno^fis  of  the  ;^«msot^  ip  th#.: 
f»ont  of  the  line,  most  ofiportunely  jadd^  jtQ  tHei^nl* 
barr^asmettts of  itheretneaiting acu^y ,iiad  BOjt ^y  pre*? 
cipitated  his  retreat,  but  gave  them  an  opportonitj  pf 
desvtaye^   ibose    tmiM  wfai4h   were  jtn^t    l^d .  for 
the  desrtraeilaQp   of  nbe  mowiiiiing  iWjifa;i^iiie^M    Tb^ 
greater  part  'of  ilba  battering  -c^otn^  f^l9J9kg .  fiUp  }ii(\fi 
were   left  untouched^  ^  >b^iy  .^ilged.     la  .^o^  Xim- 
enenvy  'h«d  mot  iaiae  ;6veA  to  burn  Jthw  hmpcb^j  a^«^ 
though  many  of  them  were;$iink  ;  .and  ft  grje^t  (q[Di^ii^. 
tfty  of  fidbres  and  otlier  ajro^.  wer^/043nd  in  th^  $alt 
pits  ;  the  sirttUng  booths;  and  iolirmfifW^  ^er^^  l^t 
mi  ^re.    ^  Sueb  was.  tbe  confused  procipits^iaa  pf 
SouU  I" 

By  noon  of  JLhe  Q&ih  tihe  <Spaniafds  o^^'^d  tb? 
iiTOvks  "^vhioh  were  .eoreifted  in  JPiftorto  J^gl  .and  at 
the  Troca^^o  ;  in  the  (Cantle:  of  Saqt^  p^taliixa,  jap 
monnted  oafinoa  tj^nMin^d  .:  .tb^.C^rri^^Q(S(  W€^reJt>ipri|* 
ed,  and  the  ad[]okiii>g  ttiag^ssinep  and  4^It.work|,4er 
fl^roycd*  Don  Manciis  .'Griuaela  flroeeeded  ijbo  qiBfea- 
bdish  provuiional  ^w^rtiment^  on  ibQiOVAqjti^^d  ^ar«^ 
tfBrs^  and  Ikn  Frajncisco  M^mreU  tQok  poi^sessipn  pf 
the  to^iaa  in  Ihe  vicinity* 

.A  strong  column  of  French  Cavalry  and  infantry 
f6tipe<1  "to  Xeres  ;  Jbiition  the  iporfting  qf  tb^  3Qth, 
proceedjed  oii:  their  vmrc^  io  Sen^ille*  Th^  nigbtbe^ 
fore  Simk  left  Port  $t.  >A(kiry/s  be  {levied  K  <2ontribii< 
tUf^wof  12^000  dQHars.:onibh»t.tQW9,jiiid  impfi^KKied 
some  of  itbe  inhabitants  >becau0e  ;they.  ref^^i^^  tp  pay 
fheir  ^itopoNjionr-mpst  of , jtibeoi  •Wt?!^^  I^^^ev^ir,  libe^ 
ratedion  the  ^fiiUowingtmonfing  on  Ufk  ^appe^ing  tb^t 
they  had  inetdie  »m6ans^of  AdvianoiiiHg  ^  doU^jr.. 

it  ^a6  obsenrjedi  by  aisipootatpi;  jtlM^t  lib^  di^i^ti'iuctioii 
ef'tbe  various  wvadbs  .iMiis)fijx4  i|i:tb^if^Ktr^n)^f!fi^n^  un- 
quivinMmly  igrakid,  jtbe>wbob  pf  tb^  Cla4iz  be^ng,  as  it 
met^d,  almost  sDrronnded  with  immense  fires,  afford- 
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11^  a  fait  (A-OftpMt  of  the  battdkies  as  they  blew  op 
one  ^fter  a^ioiiusr* '  Fort  'Clatalimi  in  paiTtieolar  9lU 
fbrderd  dr  ^ry  fine  sfglit ;  btit  as^the  enemy  baid  mined 
the  %irbole  of  the  magazines^  tbough  only  a  part  of 
them  bUw  tip;  the  general  d>nQtmandiDg*  was  obliged 
to  ii^irean  onder  that  no  person  shoaid  go  near^hem ; 
yet,  in  spite  of  the  danger,  it  was  ainiqst  ijxipossible  to 
restrain  the  poblic  curiosity.  The  inhabitants  of 
CadisiS)  tmder  these  happy  circumstances,  seemed, 
A^Mt  were,  to  have  renewed  their  existence;  and  the 
women,  in  particular,  were  in*  eictacy  at  the  idea  of 
again  beholding  their  relatives  and  friends  at  Port 
'  '  8t.  Mary's  uad  other  places,  and  whom  Uiey^had 
l>een  prevented  fcom  visiting  ever  since  the  French 
had  first  taken  possession  of  Andalasiu. 

On  the  very  day  t(  the  evacuation  an  extraordi^ 
tiary  sitting  mt  the  Cortes  took  place,  when  the  mi^t 
titster  at  Wat,  by  order  of  the  regency,  presented  an 
accocifvt  of  all  that  occurred  in  the  etvemy's  line,  when 
'  a  general  thanksgiving* was  ordered  throughout  Spais) 
and^  On  the  same  day,  the  Di»ke  IhA  Infantado,  tkco 
at  the  head  of  the  regency,  published*  the  fottMrmg 
energetic  address : 

"  Citizens  of  Cadiz-*-The  regency  of  ^ the.  king< 
dom  whkll  behdtds  yon  in  these  moments  peaetTiited 
with  the  most  6!(aked  joy  at  thfe  withdrawing  of  the 
enetiiy'&  troops^  which  witli  so  mMch  audacity  pre* 
gent<sd  tfaeiuselves  in  th^  front  of  }X)ur  city  walls,  m2#- 
suiting  and  ridiculing 'your  constancy  Mid  patriotism, 
is  equally  convince  that  you  are  aware  of  theinipdrt- 
^nceof  pi*ev^nting  theif  re-occupation  of  these  <posr« 
-  ti^ns  which  they  have  £rst  been  obliged  to  abandon.  . 

'*  Yoa  have  suffered  without'  muniit^ring,  and  with 
a  reiiigaMiM  W4>rthy  t)f  that  ^reward  which  Pr^rin 
deuce  has  this  day*  extended  to  you  in  dc«Teeing  the 
«nd  of  a  siege,  Ivhidiy  however,  could  not  tine. out 
the  constancy  or  devbtion  of  the  besiegisd.  In  order 
%o  secure  at  once  your  future  tranqmllity,'  and  place 
yoo  beyond  the  reach  of  any  accidei^  ,wtii«h..may 
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arise  from  ibe  ODcertain  fortnub  of  wai^,  the  gDvern* 
ment  has  determine  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of 
the  works  projected  in  the  Trocaderb«  and  which 
will  be  sufficient  to  secure  the  people  of  Cadit  ag^ainst 
the  repetition  of  such  hostile  operations  in  future. 
With  similar  impressions  continue,  cittaen^r  of  Cadiz, 
faithful  to  make  if  necessary,  similar  sacrifices  for 
the  general  advantage  of  your  country.  The  go« 
yernment  will  have  to  make  known  to  you  such  ne« 
cessities,  shoqld  they  ^xist,  and  it  regards  yoUr  con- 
duct ;  and  finally  the  regency  facilitates  you  on  the 
mo&t  fortunate  event  of  this  day;  so  fortunate  for 
yourselves,  for  all  commercial  men,  and  for  the  nation 
in  general."  ^ 

The  siege  of  Cadiz  was  at  all  tiroes  an  important^ 
circumstance  in  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula  ;  hut, 
as  its  various  details  would  have  interfered  with  the 
continuity  of  ihe.fprmer  narrative,  and  could  only 
have  been  presented  in  a  disjointed  state,  >ve  avoideo 
entering  into  particulars  trusting  that  we  should  be 
diabled,  liy  its  final  issiie,  to  avilil  ourselves  of  an  op« 
portuntty  of  noticing  it  in  a  more  connecfted  manner. 
We  shall,  therefore,  here  briefly  state  some  of  the 
leading  occurrences. 

,  The  lines  of  circumvallation,  on  which  the  French 
army  had  been  so  many  years  employed,  reached 
from  Conil,  by  Torre  fiermesa,  Cbiclana,  Puerto 
Real,  and  Puerto  de  Santa  Maria,  to  Rota,  an  e&tent 
in  the  whole  of  about  eight  league. 

During,  the  thirty  one  months  of  blockade,  which 
commenced  on  the  6th  of  February  1810;  the  enemy 
never  ceased  labouring,  with  the  greatest  activity  on 
the  construction  of  an  immense  numbef  of  redoubts 
and  batteries,  which  at  least  contained  about  500 
pieces  of  cannon  of  the  largest  calibre.  They  had 
also  formed  in  their  lines  parks  of  arlillery,  maga^ 
zines/and  foundries,  calculated  to  support  and  in- 
crease the  vigour  of  the  enterprise,  certainly  one  of 
the  most  extensive  in  its  outline  recorded  in  the  bis- 
'       .  torv 
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tory  of  niodern  wars  ;  though  still  inferior  to  the  im^ 
mense  works  of  the  British,  army  at  Torres  Vedrj^; 
and  to  these  prodigious  means  of  attack  the  enemy 
had  added  a  flotilla  consisting  of  about  thirty  ^un* 
boats.   *  •  . 

As  the  impregnable  defences  of  the  Isla  de  Leon 
left  n6t  the  most  distant  hope  of  successfully  attacking 
Cadiz  on  that  point,  the  JB^reneh  early  directed  their 
attention  and  their labpurs  to  that  quarter  of  the  bay 
where  the  small  Isthmus  called  the  Trocadero  is 
situated.  It  ap|>e?irs  that  their  plan  was  to  multiply 
their  lin6s  of  tire  upon  that  point  in  srach  a  way  as 
to  silence  that  of  the  castle  of  Puntales,  and  of  the 
adjacent  batteries  ;  in  consequeiice  of  success  in  which 
cai^e  they  expected  it  woud^d  be  practicable  to  eifect 
a  landing  which  might  enable  them  to  form  a  lodged 
ment  between  the  grand  battery  of  St.  Ferdinandi^ 
and  tlic'  land  port  gat^y  from  whence,  with  mortars 
only,;  they  would  be  enabled  to  reduce  the  city  of  ^ 
Cadiz  to  ashes.  This  plan,  though  a  bold  one,  and  *. 
of  Vjery  difficult  execution,  because  they  coivld  not 
flatter  themselves  with  -becoming  masters  of  the  sea^ 
was  generally  acknowledged,  even  by  their  mo^t  ex- 
perienced engineers,  to  be  the  only  one  that  held  out 
the  prospects  of  sncces!$ful  result.  In  '  consequence 
on  the  whole  coast  of  the  Trocadero,  including  Fort 
Louis,  the  etiemy  had  mounted  about  200  pieces  of 
artiliery,  niapy  of  tbeni  mortars  of  the  largest  and 
most  augmented  calibre,  which  kept  up  a  tremen-' 
dons,  though  ineflectual,  fire  upon  Puntales  and  the 
adjacent  batteries,  which  was  always  returned  witk 
redoubled  vigour. 

^Fkse  enemy  even,  from  the  first  despairing  of  the 
efFeot  of  all  these  fires  upon  Cadiz,  next  applied 
themselves  to  the  discovery  of  projectile<»  that  might  ^ 
effectually  damage  the  ciiy.  All  the  seience  of  the 
corps  of  the  French  artillery,  and  of  a  Spanish  traitor' 
«alled  Domingo  Yengo,  forn^erly  ta  colonel  of  ar^ 
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tilli^ry,  was  Init  in  requUiti^D,  whoM   raoge  might 
reach  to  the  city  of  Cadi:(%  , 

On  the  IStb  of  Deoftmher  1810,  they  made  tl^ir 
first  experimeot  with  a  |ile€e.oC  firotin  eight  to  nine 
feet  in  length,  in  the  shape  of  a  cannon,  but  with  the 
chaniber  and  the  capacity  of  a  DJroe  inch  howitzer. 
The  grenades  thrown  hy  Hm  Wiere  partly  filled  wHh 
lead,  and  could  not  burst.  Thqir  range  was  about 
6000  yards,  or  three  geographical  miles»  and!  tbejs 
fell  conskierabiy  beyood  th«  centre  of  the  city  ;  hnk 
without  producing  any  other  effect  than  that  of  a  round 
shot  descending  from  the  same  elevation. 

The  enemy,  however,  were  aoimatad  to  new  at« 
tempts  by  the  result  oi  this  experiment,  and:  flattered 
themselves  that,  by  mi^iplyiog  their  trials,  .they ' 
DtHght  at  length  succeed  in  throwing  a  number  of 
projectiles  crilculated  to  aaoDy  the  population  of 
Cadi^  to  such,  a  degree  aa  to  produce  disturhaace* 
aod  thus  hasten,  and  insure  the  surrender  of  the  place 
from  the  effects  of  discontent  and  confusion.. 

Time,  indeed,  has  at  length  demoosBlaratied  that  these 
hopes  were  ridiculous ;  for  the.  enemy  having  cpn« 
structedxbe  two  batterios  of  Cabazuelo  and  Angulo^ 
in  the  most  ad  vanced- parts  of  the  Trocadero  towarda 
Cadie,  placed  in  them  fourteen  pieces,  of  the  new 
construction  ;  aud.  from  the  24th  of  Juue  1812^  they 
began  throwing  projectiks  daily,  which  mostly  fell 
Within  the  city,  but  w:ithout  producing  greater  effect 
than  in  the  first  experiBients. 

-  It  appears  that  the  enemy  did  not  increase  the  i[^um« 
her  of  their*  firings,  from  a  well  founded  fear  lest 
their  pieces  should  burst  from  the  shock  of  an  im« 
puiise  so  extraordinary,  and  also  from  their  immense 
ConHumptiao  of  gunpowder,  every  charge,  it  is  saitl. 
Inquiring  thirty^stx  pounds. 

NQtwithstsC^ding  this,  we  have  seen,  that^  the  go- 
^erinment,  with  the  oflSeers  of  the  various  public  de-. 
partments,.ai|,bottgh  so  far  within  rauge  of  the  French 
f|re,  and   exposed    to   continual  danger  and  incon-, 

vettience. 
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Tetiience,  never  abimdoned  thei^r  pofsts :  indeed  it  must 
be  acknowled^d  that  thejr  bad  no  other  place  of  re<* 
f^ge;  unless  they  had  gone  to  Majorca  or  Minorca^- 
\?here  their  means  of  commanication  with  their  alliefti 
would  have  been  much  curtailed. 

After  this  sort  of  botnbardment  for  two  moriths, 
which  caused  very  little  damage,  and  to  ti^hich  the 
populatioi^  became  at  last  habitnated,  they  had  the 
satisfaction  of  witnessing  what  the  Spanish  authority^ 
to  which  we  have  been  much  indebted  for  the  fore- 
gnoing  statement,  calls  one  of  the  greatest  results  of  the 
memorable  victory  of  Salamanca,  which  has  immor* 
talized  the  Duke  of  Ciudad  Rodrigt). 

"  The  whole  of  the  25th  of  August,'*  observes  this 
fiarrator,  '^  the  enemy  were  abandoning  their  lines, 
haying  destroyed  some  of  their  batteries,  and  ren*- 
dered  useless  a  part  of  their  artillery.  On  the  same 
day  the  Spaniards  took*  possession  of  their  lines, 
where  there  w^e  found  an  immense  quantity  of  guiji- 
carriages,  c^rts,  balls,  bombs,  gunpowder,  bag- 
g^age,  arms,  and  stores  of  provisions.  Of  the  600 
pieces  of  artillery,  many  were  found  in  a  serviceable 
state  the  enemy  not  having  had  time  to  destroy  them 
from  the  precipitation  with  which  he  retired.  All 
these-  amount  in  value  to  mariy  millions,  (undoubt- 
^ly  he  means  not  sterling^  money  of  Britain,  but  of 
the  currency  of  Spain,)  but  there  has  not  yet  beert 
time  to  take  ah  inventory  of  them,  and  we  have  beea 
chiefly  employedindestroyingthe  works,  and  irtbring- 
ing  the  artillery  and -stores  into  Cadiz,  and  the  Isle  of 

liCOtl. 

^*  Such  has  been  the  issue  of  the  incessant  labours 
of'  the  enemy  against  Cadiz — labours  which  have 
been  often  blazoned  iti  the  French  reports,  es  roo* 
dels  of  their  kind,  and  as,  like  the  works  of  the  Ro* 
mans,  calculated  t6  excite  the  admiratioii  of  th6 
world/* 

Two  thousand  men  were  immediately  set  to  work 
wpbh  the  projected  euti  which  is  to  convert  th^  Tro- 
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cadero  into  an  isUnd,  and  to  render  it,  like  the  other 
approaches,  impre^^nable.  Were  the  enemy,  there^ 
fore,  under  any  unfortunate  change  of  circaoistancest 
to  approach,  with  any  possible  amount  of  force,  his 
fire  could  not  reach  Cadiz,  nor  even  its  bay. 

In  this  manner,  therefore,  the  most  important  point 
pf  Spain  will  remain  perfectly  secure  ;  and  it  will  of 
course  be  impossible  for  the  enemy,  even  if  unexpect* 
ediy  reinforced,  to  possess  in  tranquillity  the  rest  of  the 
province  of  Andalusia.  .      ^ 

We  now  return  to  th^  operations  of  the  British 
army  at  Madrid,  where  the  Marquis  of  Wellington 
received  information,  on  the  18th  of  August,  that  Jo* 
seph  Buonaparte  had  retired  from  Ojcana  two  days 
before,  and  that  his  army  was  in.  full  march  towards 
Valencia. 

About  the  same  period  the  French  abandoned. 
Toledo,  which  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  party  of 
the  Guerillas  of  £1  Medico;  and,i;oon  after  the  cap-^ 
ture  of  the  Retire,  the  garrison  of  Guadalaxara,  con- 
sisting of  spven  hundred  men,  surrendered  totheEm^ 
pecinado  by  capitulation,  on  nearly  the  same  terms 
as  those  granted  by  his  Lordship  to  the  garrison  at 
Madrid. 

The  Marquis  now  received  reports  from  Major-^ 
General  Clinton  informiing  him  that  a  part  of  the 
remains  of  the  army  of  Portugal  had'  moved  forward 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Burgos,  and  that  somq 
of  their  detachments  were  understood  to  be  in  Yalla- 
dolid  pn  the  14th,  in  consequence.of  General  Santor 
cildes  having  withdrawn  the  troops  of  the  army  of 
Gallibipt  which  had  occupied  that  town. 
.  Spme  of  their  detachn\ents.  were  likewise  on  the 
right  of  jthe  Pisuerga  ;  but  "^this  advance  did  not  take 
bis  Lordship  unawai!es.  ;  for  i  he  had  eix pecked  they 
wQuld  make  this  nvovement,  as  j^oon  as  be  collected 
his  troops  together  for  the  purpose  pf  marching  upon 
Madrid.  .   ^  , 

.    The  inteUigence  als^  wi^icb  l^e.  receivftd  from  tha 
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South  was  to  him  of  gr^at  importance :  for  from 
Ithence^  be  learned  thatOroaet  pressed  less  upoa 
General  Hill,  having^  drawn  in  his  right  from  La 
Guarena,  though  still  occupying  Uornachos:  and 
thoQgh  at  that  period  General  Yiallete  had  returned 
to. the  .blockade  of  Cadiz,  y^ert  Ballasteros  had  not 
only  been   so  successful  as  to  capture  three  hundred 

Erifiouers  at  Ossuna,  but  by  the  positions  of  his  troops 
ad  been  enabled  to  re*6pen  his  communication  with 
the  British  garrison  in  Gibralter:  so  that  his  Lordship 
had  every  prospect  of  being  abl^  to  direct  the  whole' 
of  his  force  against  the  army  of  the  centre  and  that  of 
Marmont*  ^ 

.  Indeed  the^panish  prospects  in  the  south  were  now 
i.mprovii\g  rapidly  ;in  consequence  of  the  gallant  exer- 
tions of  Colonel  Skerrett,  the  brave  defender  of  Tariffa, 
and  who  had  been  some  time  before  dispatched  with 
a  considerable  British  and  Spanish  force  to  Ayafnonte 
in  order  to  harass  the  right  wing  of  the  French  army 
under  Soult. 

Oh  the  24th  of  August,  Colonel  Skerrett,  and  Ge- 
neral Cruz  Mourgeon  in  command  of  the  Spanish 
troop)i»  jqdged  it  adviseable  to  make  a  forward  move- 
ment on  Seville ;  but  before  this  could  be  done  it  was 
necessary  to  force  th^  enemy's  corps  of  observation  of 
three  hundred  and  Bfty  cavalry  and  two  hupdred  in* 
fantry  at  San  Lucar  La  Mayor. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  design  without  ha?ard» 
hut  withppt  any  superfluous  force,  the  gallant  colonel 
marched  from  Manzanilla  with  eight  hundred  troops 
coniposed  of  the  1st  regiment  of  guards,  the  87th,  and 
the  Portuguese  regirpent  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Dowoie,  accompanied  with  six  hundred  Spa- 
pish  troops. 

Qn  arriving  at  the  environs  of  San  Lucar,  not  a 
inoxpent  w^s  lost ;  but  the  Spanish  column  attacked 
on  the  right,  and  the  British:  and  Portuguese  oh.  the 
left,  when  the  French  were  driven  through  the 
^tr^eU    M^^th    precipitation,    lea,ving     some   killed^ 

wound.^d 
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wounded,  and  prismierB;  and   the  combing  troept 
took'  port  in  the  place  without  the  loss  of  a  man.- 

Two  dayn  afterwards,  it  was  the  joint  opiiiion  of 
Colonel  Skerrett  and  the  Spiinish  genera),  th^  it 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  efifeefes, 
both  on  the  public  opinion,  and  in  savings  the  city  of 
Seville  from  being  plundered,  if  th^  French  couM 
be  precipitated  in  their  retreat  from  that  place ;  the 
allied  troops  in  consequence  marched  for  that  ptirpose, 
and  arrived  at  the  heights  of  Castillegos  de  la  Cuesta, 
immediately  above  Bevillei  on  tli6  morning  of  the  27th 
at  six  o'clock. 

The  Spanish  troops  formed  the  advance,  find  the 
French  advance  was  soon  driven  in ;  when  the  ca- 
valry retired  leaving  the  infantry  in  the  plaih,  who, 
thus  deserted  by  their  friends  were  immediately 
charged  by  the  Spanish  cavalry,  and  a  great  number 
made  prisoners. 

la  'front  there  was  a  redoubt  in  advance  which  it 
was  necessary  to  carry,  being  on  the  left  of  the  as- 
sailants, and  this  i^edoubt  the  Spaniards  attacked, 
losing  a  great  number  of  men  ;  but  the  different  allied 
columns  having  now  advanced  into  the  plain^  the  re- 
doubt was  turned,  and  its  communication  with  the 
city  cut  off,  when  it  surrendered. 

The  Spanish  troops  under  General  Cruz  now  took 
the  right,  add  made  a  detour  to  arrive  at,  and  attack 
on  the  flank  of  Triana,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Seville^ 

Immediately,  with  great  precision.  Colonel  Sker- 
rett ordered  the  redoubt  to  be  masqued  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  20th  Portuguese  regiment,  and  at  the  same 
titne  advanced  a  field  piece  with  some  troops  to  keep 
in  cheek  the  enemy's  fire  at  one  of  the  gates  opposite 
to  the  assailants,  - 

After  giving  sufficient  time  for  the  Spanish  column 
to  arrive  at  its  station,  the  British  and  Portuguese 
troops  advanced  to  the  attack  iti  front;  the  cavalry 
a^nd  artillery  advancing  at  a  gallop,  supported  by  the 
grenadiers  of  the  guards^  and  the  infantry  following. 

Th^ 
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The  eiiefpy  immediately  abandoned  the  gate  ;  and 
the  si,ssailant:$  entered  the  suburbs,  and  advanced  near 
tjothe  bridge  of  Seville  with  as  much  rapidity  as  pos« 
sible,  in  hopes  of  preventing  its  destruction,  which 
would  have  rendered  this  success  of  the  allied  troops 
c^^tremely  difiicult,  if  not  doiibtfuL  At  this  move<> 
mjentf  the  advance  we^  clH^cked  by  tlie  heavy  fire 
of  grape  shot  and  mqsquetry  at  the  tufjiing  of  the 
street ;  but  the  grenadiers  of  the  guards,  immediately 
'  advancing  to  th^ir  support,  drove  ^very  thing  biefore 
them. 

At  this  critical  moment  the  Spanish  column,  which 
had  attacked  in  the, quarter  of  Triana,  most  fbrtu* 
nately  arrived,  when  t^e  whol^  body  advanced  to  the 
bridge  under  a  very  heavy  fife.  Captain  Cadoux,  of 
the  95th,  with  great  )iHigin«nt  madei  a  Sank  move-* 
ipent  on  ike  allied  left;  Captain  Roberts  with  great 
rapidity  brought  up  two  guns ;  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
and  musquetry  was  thus  soon  brought  to  bear  on  tlie 
enemy^  w|io  were  driven  from  their  position  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  from  the  bridge,  which 
they  had  oqly  in  part  destroyed. 

The  grenadiers  of  the  guards,  and  some  Spanish 
troops ;  led  the  columiis  that  crossed  the  bridge.  A 
general  route  ensued,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
through  the  streets,  which  were  strewed  with  their 
dead,  and  pursued  at  all  points,  leaving  behind  thebi 
valuable  captures  of  horses,'  baggage,  and  money. 

Colonel  Skerrett«  in  bis  dispatohes  afterthis  brilliant 
achievement,  declared  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  express  the  joy  of  the  people  of  Seville,  at  the 
British  victory.  Even  under  the  fire  of  the  French, 
they  brought  planks  to  lay  across  the  broken  bridge  ; 
and  their  acclamations  and  vociferous  marks  of  joy, 
added  to  the  immense  crowd,  rendered  it  very  difficult 
for  the  officers  to  march  through  the  streets  with  their 
columns. 

The  vast  extent  of  the  city,  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  troops  who  had  advanced  in  double  quick  time 
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for  three  mites,  and  the  want  of  cavalry,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  continue  the  pursuit  beyond  the  town-^ 
and  indeed  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  attack,  that 
this  victory  over  an  entire  French  division  and  the 
passage  of  a  bridge  which  the  enemy  had  materially 
destroyed,  with  his  infantry  and  artillery  formed  on' 
the  banbyS  of  the  river,  was  achieved  with  a  loss  so' 
flmnall  as  scarcely  to  be  credible. 

In  fact  the  gallant  narrator  had  only  to  regret  the 
loss  of  an  officer,  Lieutenant  Brett  of  the  royal  artil- 
lery, who  was  killed  gallantly  fTghting  his  gun  at  the^ 
'bridge;  before  which,  however,  his  intrepidity  had 
been  observed  by  the  whole  detachment. 

The  only  officer  wounded  was  Lieutenant  Llewelyn 
of  the-95th  rifle  corps:  and  these  with  one  serJeant, 
one  rank  and  file^  and  two  horse  killed,  together  with 
twelve  rank  and  file  and  one  horse  wounded,  formed 
the  whole  of  the  British  loss. 

Yet  it  was  justly  said  that  in  this  ftffair,  though 
not  a  sanguinary  one,  the  conduct  of  every  officer  and' 
soldier  was  above  all  praise;  whilst  during  the  whole 
,  of  the  attack  our  allies,  the  Spaniards,  rivalled  the^ 
conduct  of  the  British  and  Portuguese  troops ;  and 
the  modest  yet  gallant  colonel  most  liberally  observed 
that  General  Cruz  Mourgeon,  by  bis  military -talents 
and  bravery,  principally  contributed  to  the  successful 
result  of  the  day. 

In  this  affair  the  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have  been 
very  great;  several  officers  were  taken;,  and  nearly 
two  hundred  prisoners  in  all.  ^      -  - 

Many  gun^  and  military  stores  were  taken ;  and 
two  of  the  field  pieces,  which  the  enemy  advanced, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  allies. 

On   ibat  very  night   also,  a  division  of  seven  or 
eight  thousand  French  troops  passed   by:  but  they 
.ventured  not  any  movement  against  Seville;  and,  as 
Colonel  Skerrett  observed,  the  allied  attack  and  oc- 
cupation had  thus  most  opportunely  saved  the   city 

from 
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from  tii6  devaatatiQn  and  oontributioas  which  it  must 
othtrwise  have  undergone. 

.  About  the  25th  of  August  information  was  convey- 
ed to  the  Marquis,  that  Joseph  BuonanaHe  had  0on>m 
tiBoad  hig  march,  towards  Valencia^  his  rear-gnard 
on  the  19th  having  been  as  forward  as  La  Roda ;  ayid 
at  the  same  time  he:  was  put  in  possession  of  a  com«^ 
Bftunication  wiUi  the  Sicilian  expedition^  having  re^ 
oeived  dispatches  from  !l^ientenant-6enentl  Maitland^ 
who  had  advanced  from  Alieant  as  far  as  Monforte« 
At  this  period,  on  the  eastern,  coast  of  Spun  Greoe- 
ral  Roche  had  taken  post  at  Alcoy,  from  whence  So* 
cbet  bad  retired,  to  St.  Felippe  ;  and  it  was  generfiUy 
believed  that  he  intended  to  cross  the  river  Xacar : 
tod.  in  conjunction  with  General  Roche's  move- 
ment, General  O^Donnel  on  the  17th  was  at  Yecla  in 
Murcia. 

'  It  is  a  curious  fkct  that,  about  this  time*  Joseph 
Buonaparte,  rendered  furious  s^inst  the  wwthy  and 
patriotic  inhabitants  of  Madrid,  by  their-  having 
made  no  resistance  against  **  parties  of  the  insu|*<* 
gents,'*  and  by  the  general  satisfaction  ihey  shewed 
upon  the  entrance  of  these  into  the  very  place  of 
his  court,  had  actually  the  effrontery  to  declare  that 
Madrid  shall  never  again  be  the^esidence  of  his  au^ 
gust  presence,  and  that  the  honour  and  pleasure  of 
receiving  his  roj^al  person  should  alone  belong  to 
those  cities  which  shew  their  attachment  to  the  gooti 
cause,  and  their  efforts  for  the  general  good  of  the  lui« 
tioB,'  such  as  Valencia  and  Seville.  Jt  happened  un* 
luckily,  however,'that  the  fl)|ing  intruder,  at  the  time 
vrben  he  penned  tliis  decree  was  ignorant  of  Seville 
b^ng  occopiedby  the  insurgents,  and  of  the  happiness 
at  the  change. 

.  When  Joseph  and  Sochet  formed  a  junction,  their 
united  forces  did  not  amount  to  more  than .  22,000 
pen ;.  but  the  Juramentados  continued  to^ desert  daily 
jiotonly  from  Joseph's  army,  but  also  from  Soult^^ 
then  at  Grenada. 


^aS  HfB'OriSEimST'BHniLE 


As  a  psodrf  of  4fa«  •pinil  of  *fabbiag  iipith  'wMeb'J<H 
sepb  is  animated,  it  is  sufficient;  to' feeootit  thatcm  bb 
arrival  M  Yalencia  he  «aA  folUvved^by  'STtt  ooacbes^ 
iHioretbanSOft /ii^goiis,  aad  a»  ioiiiiti|^»^^titTmbet 
pi  bag^agiB  eairt^  ail  iiiden  witb  j^ander,  partly  Staked 
fr^aa  tWAfi  Wfaj&tar  tbtjr  Jefi^  bf hiad^  iKii4>  par<Ay*  the  jjiitH 
peity  iaf  thttye  wbo  liail  al  j&kI' atleatptfed  toneeonk^ 
p^}f:hisatiDjrv  rflte.tiie  jeoraey  man«f«  af  tb^to  fogi^ 
lliiea:  irdfe^  fnraatiely  ^les^rtad, '  after ^bcniig^'  t€A>bed  •  of 
(bmaii ^>'  foB  taree^daya  a  gveat pant-  of' ^tbem  weM 
ipittbaut.  biqpad^  or«aeawMer»  ahd  numbers  diM  ^»f 
fllfgaajaii  we^aabaagel'^   ^    -    ;  ^1 .    •  >   r 

f  fin  fl^timr  4ia  .tbeir  apiiiiriki,  swamas  of  ChitFillM 
iiQveraS  eathein^  flails  aadiieavyhoairfy  iduttiiig'Off 
eatire;  oowpalies  *of  Jifraiaeatadoa^  ao4  parties !  of 
jiactlaariJ'jj':  -./r  »: •^  •    ■ 'i  i.-         .-i^'c^      -...^j  *  -  ^.- 

At  this  period  the  coadact  of  Soult  seemeil  qwi* 
Kndet^qpanol  4.ibut'it''wajst  buo^nra:  thai  be*  bad  sent 
^w^ojfSi  towardi^iCkydaBa;  .i«diilst  m  tbe  taai^  frMA 
BtTiUd  tenratdacCrrfimSa  lie  bad  iifdered  tbe  diffMtfa^ 
fiyiag  odTpstor  ^ganmiDiis  to- b^ eoHeeteid.  '  k  » > 

i  .6^^aeiv!^ii}iiiamyita0|^pdbre^^ 
liirbeno:  W  ihad  d^i^ycid  4be  -foitificatioats,  the  houM 
ef,jn<|aWtiea»ad>:thatfort  .isaUed  Jiaiboiaa ;  ibot  tkm 
Sj^ncb  GeaarakSaf^e,  witb^dOftinfantiy  and  0d^ 
t(etaei»' baling"  ^ad'vaaced  aa  if  ufkb  an*  iiite«tio»^.  a|u 
taclft  iOaraa.  jplac^  biHisalf  within  half  a  Ijefagtie  of 
the^l^lacr^iroa  iuttid>ol«HilMi^cadei'witb  1400iiifa»tvjil 
ead  adipat  IfiOb^ne^  fi^iorb  ba  aia«(|ed  tbdiriadiraiiee} 
when  Ahai  Pr^^h  Weire  fomed  te  retire  wtb'ft  ?«e]* 
aeveire'tesa*  -  -•  .  -  i  i-  '/•■{'"  ,  '1-  ^'  r;»*! 

.- 1  In  tba  <aolrtb^  tbs  ;renia)«s  ^of '  tbe  an» y  *  of  pENittaj^l; 
|eina4  by:  tbb  lonoea  miuM%  tbad  b^i^  in  ttye  Aatfrnas^ 
attempted  to  make  some  hostile  movent^ts^t  aad.*6ai 
liie.l^.bad  ^lataebedsoHi^  tCMfs  f^«i  lZ:aUad6rid, 
^dttichC  daaiie  ia«  Mi^rUieaeml  Anson 's.  piaquet^  ai 
Vndekt  y  bnithaAoffiooD  was  stittiasnlffid^iit.ibEqa  tm 
lBabifceiaius.paG(ksctti.-tI\eleftof  t^^  ^      i  .r 

Foiled  in  tlieir  attempt  to  push  blmfarthsa^  an  J 

>^  feUtful 
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fewfid  for  tiieir  Mrn<  detdehfiferite,  the  c^^Yihy  i^i^ift 

moielfa  faadjr  <]#  lroop»fft>tttfflb  ticihify  of  Vdllfi^tlcyi. 

lttt^ijrdBfiMtiHt^0f'fti»MI  Mt  tl^dsdftid  irtfadffy;  ai^d 

twfdv^tf  Fmnthf^  Ositftlrf,  lln«tl!i<  OMe^al  PoV,    v^ 

iriii  bimMtf^trMigf^tttou^h  t^  ^titttii^  a^  far  atj  Tbi^, 

liniHitwlitnce>b0.drewiAff  th^  gftt^s^l    'Ih  Htct'it  a|^^ 

pearsithat  Fey^s  fMrtneipal  nbjeet  k»lltrii%i4«reifient  ^&|  ^ 

to  oailtet  iHe  scattOTail  fdrriMfcf^  iof  Te^o  mid  Z^rtidi. 

raj  i»  aiichtjott  to  Wfaiclt  lk0'lMitf  hoped  to  cb^t  dff  {|i^ 

Fbrtti^eiia  AUitWcmpldiN^  l»  tke^  bic^^de  of  the 

iatteif  plaoe  j  bat,  be'mg  mimpp^M^  in  tiffs  ^&|)eci#r 

tbn  by'  the  go«d  co«<toet  at  the  Pli^ng^e^  g^rt^aj^ 

hm  marched  frorii  the  vidMty  ^  Bi^^ttiM^  l^at  A^ 

linttt  he  h*d  beerri  joidbd  b^  a  buiPy^ol  ?n>^i^r^  ^cJiKia 

4;0bi9i0r«ni  m  niUBber^  wfe^di  bi»d1)k«v^4^^^t'didl 

jMiB  the  Pkittef^  oa  the  B;)#^^te#>*^ild«'«iiV  t^Tti 

90&/i^€  Aagust^  th«  whole  ¥^lt^bo««*'t^«''li^#tfe» 

4i«|aQitiraBir  BenevehtOf  a  mof^is^t  Wbit^biEM^Jf 'Me!*% 

enabfed  to  ittake  umnoMted^  in  €Ml;<H}iMli^  ^  «y 

Oallieiati  troops  having  8fi4  dkafbheMl  i^yf^dk  J^(Pt^fil 

with  the  exQeption  of  the  8fdtfiifih^aiirsi%,  #W<$h'  sftll 

nettiauieMiin  Be]xei«frf;6^  afifl  tiAt^  tfttat^^dd^  ftooi  th^ 

intended  iFjreBi^  tifli^      .•      .  '  ■• 

.  Bieii^  forced  to  lea^e  the  garrison  of  Zkiii&^k  4ttil 

blockaded  by  the  Portuguese  army  under  tbb'  Cb&M 

]JI')4iiiai'<ltitbe9  they,  howler,  vetitured  to  pf Odeefd  to- 

inrarflsk  Astof  ga,  in  hopeii  of  relioi^thg  thwt  gi^i'}:^!!. 

l.T,'9^.«»terprisi9g  apirit  of  >he«  ChieHliU^  '^t'thil 

|^Qtt)t  ef  Itiwa  ceenot  be  better  dolin^kted  tktinbfi 

fiaj4|i»g>  ^¥p4eit  of   &pcfe(  y  Miha,  whd  ^sited*ih/lt 


taltiar  t|>  G^*eral  MeardiaabeU  that  th<e  Fi-endh  G^t)^ 
ffJ^.^U^V  bavifig  <Bfti  the>  9Qtb  of  Atr^ft^t  mai^bi^ 
f^E^.  Fain^pliefia  «i«b  3000  ihftntt¥y  ail.d^'280  h6rM 
tp.  qQ|l%^  WQfNJ/ be  resolved  to  figttt  Kimi^ff^h?eh1tii 
ji^qi4)ti  taiHiiedi  iata  eoieciition  ;  an^i  licrt^ittidtiflilldfri^ 
tb<piii{  ilrp^tiiinMy  to  Vaei^una,'Obli^d  theto  to'^Hfit 
^q^^t^  tfopdljiay  iheAdellcMed,  ami^  tfa^  \vag*^dM 
ip.,wHi/i^  it.wa*  Mib4iw  beeii convcrfed.  lA'faGKlrti 
pai;»f|e4  th^pajiMidbil^  ..witiMo  qaenoiiiifJl^tit^  tttal4;o^n; 
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>vhere  he  formed  in  order  of  battle  for  two  hoam, 
without  the  enemy  daring  to  molest  him.  Bot  his 
own  energetic  account  is  too  interesting  to  be  slightly 
passed  over,  in  which  he  saya»  *'  The  21st  of  August 
may  be  called  a  day  of  humiliation  for  Abbe,  aiid  of 
Ignominy  for  the  soldiers.    The  garrison  of  Pam- 

JHuna  having  arrired  at  the  extreme  distress  of  not 
laving  meat  for  more  than  one  day,  or  a  chip  of  wood 
for  fire,  the  governor  found  himself  obliged  to  repeat 
the  marching  out  .which  he  had  made  on  the  16tli,  iii 
which  he^  was  equally  fortunate  as  in  thU.  At  the 
(lead  of  2500  men  he  marched  from  Pamplnna  to 
Zafalla,  to  collect  grain ;  and,  having  reinforced  his 
column  with  the  garrisons  of  Tudela  and  Caparosso^ 
he  h^d  9  bout  3000  infantry,  supported  by  2(K>  horse, 
If  ith  five  pieces  of  cannon  ;  1  was  returuing  to  the 
capital  with  four  battalions  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  marched  to  receive  him  on  the  high  road,  and 
placed  them  in  this  form — the  first  on  that  part  of  the 
road  defended  by  a  wood ;  the  second  and  third  de- 
ployed upon  the  left  of  the  same  on  a  height ;  the  ca-' 
valry, 'divided  between  the  vap  and  rear^guards,  was 
to  march  on  the  high  road  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
iiflh  battalion  should  occupy  the  toWn  of  Trslas,  oa 
.  the  right  of  the  same. 

**  On  seeing  the  enemy,  the  second  dnd  third  open« 
ed  their  fire  upon  their  van»guard  ;  at  the  san^e  time 
jthe  fifst  did  the  same  upon  the  rear^guard,  and  wasim^ 
mediatelv  followed  by  the  fifth  :  our  artillery  thea 
{icted,  which  consiMted  of  two  pieces,  every  fire  from 
whichf  as  well  as  the  musquetry,  told«  On  all  sides 
the  killed  fell  by  dozens,  and  the  groans  and  clamoars 
of  the  WQunded  were  heard.  The  enemy  then,  re- 
duced tu  the  last  extremity,  soaked  with  their  bIoo4 
that  road  which  had  so  frequently  facilitated  the  cop^ 
veyapce  of  their  robberies.  An>  accident,  which  I  was 
|iot  able  to  foresee,  enabled  them  to  place  their  artil* 
l^ry,  ^nd  ^ct  with  it.  >  Cannon  balls^  grape  shot,  and 
f YfU  grenftd^P,  ^f re  employed  against  my  column, 
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bat  in  vain ;  because  they  remained  firm  and  con*i^ 
stant,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  losses  which  they 
eonlintie  to  suffer.  Three  times  my  .cavalry  endea* 
voured  to  attack  the  enernv'sf,  but  they  never  dared  4o 
neparat^  themi^lves  from  their  infantry,  thus  evincing, 
at  the  expense  of  their  pride,  their  cowardice.  Abbe 
lost  a  part  of  the  fruits  of  the  robberies,  which  remain- 
ed in  my  hands'of  my  soldiers,  who  also  loaded  them* 
selves  with  the  enemy's  musquets,  knapsacks,  &c. 
Abbe  was  slightly  wounded,  a^  were  likewise  Gene* 
rats  Baron  de  Moosan  and  Baron  de  Calsan,  who  ac- 
companied him.  Two  commandants  of  battalion' 
were  killefl,  and  ihe  Spanish  renegade  Chason  :  we 
found  in  the  field  17  officers,  and  niore  than  300  dead 
soldiers.  Besides  the  three  generals,  there  have  been 
ten  officers  and  a  great  number  of  soldiers  wounded, 
vrho  with  those  killed  amount  to  mor^  than  1000. 
According  to  tetters  received  from  Pampluna,  the 
French  officers  in  that  city  even  say  that  the  fire  of 
my  soldiers  might  be  compared  to  that  they  experi* 
enced  at  Austerlitz  and  Jena.  Thev  are  terrified ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  nothing  but  the  distress  they 
suflTer  foi^  want  of  provisions  could  oblige  them  to  re* 
peat  those  forlorn  attempts.  My  loss  amounts  to 
S9  killed,  three  officers,  and  137  wounded/*  &c« 
&c.  &c. 

His  Lordship*s  movements  towards  the  north  were 
much  relieved  by  intelligence  from  the  southern  parts  of 
Spain  ;  for  thoUgh.his  dispatches  from  Cadiz  had  in- 
formed  him  of  the  return  to  that  place  of ,  the  detach* 
ment  under  General  Cruz  that  bad  been  sent  to  the 
eastward  for  the  relief  of  General  Ballasteros;  yet 
they  alsp  conveyed  him  information  of  another  expe* 
ditidn  hiiving  been  immediately  fitted- out,  and  of  the 
troops  beijfig  landed  at  Huelvsi  as  far  back  as 
the  IStb,  when  they  had,  in  fact,  met  with  no  oppo* 
iAtiony  the  retiring  enemy  having  evacuated  and  de* 
stroycMi  |bf   CMtle  of  Niebia  on  the  li^h  of  the 
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i'ls  the.  nmAflGeQarti  Fay : pmoaafickl  on^his^iottliB 
to .  Aaiorfar,  wbidh  pUciB,  fa^d  adtoaUy  Mrr#o<)«rM 
Mmadays  i)fifor9  to  a  $m»U  Spaoi«bt  fence  of  on&jK 
tvake  bundpcd  tMti;  although  Foyiigd  dien^ndf^oe* 
^'Mfar  a8  QmiMa  fort  ;thl9ir  JrelUfw  ^  .Tjbt»>ti€torie«M 
SfiAilkiardBf  how«jrer,  i«iere  tpo  fe v  to  eMffiMoter  Mi^ 
aforoey  amobntkigr  16  ias  many  tbowaMil  as'th^jrlMi^ 
htttidreds ;  thegj^accordiogly' evacuated  that^phioe  iin^ 
medi^it^ly,  but  doi  wil^boot  carryiog^  away.tb^  whoU 
Fri^Dch  garrison  >a8  prisononu      w  ^   g 

Tble  Marquis  tio w  thoug  ht  it  improper  to  kai^iisucli 
a  fcurtsa/tinbrokBa  )  aod  accordiilgiy^'hatiilg  oniUl^ 
iir^he  latej*  end  of  August  that  a  mftmnt  omibor  ^ 
fth&aHiod  itroops  ahouki  ha  co&cted.at  Arev«l0k  ,b4 
quitted'  MadrM  on  the  Ut  of  Sefitomber:  :in  oi^  to 
dir^difthairfiiotaiuents^  ..  :        ..  ^.:;  , 

'A^thifl:  period  the  grajrrison  Of  Madrid^  coi^$i9ted  toif 
th0  Qlk,  4M;M5iib»  A2A,  74thv83d,  88th,  S^oteti  br^ 
gade,  Bms,  fiome  Portuguese,  andJi  k0wifo;ioiu^  0pi^ 
niah  troopa;;  all.  under  the  commahd  .^  that  oKOo^Iont 
pffioer.  Baron  Alteh  :  aadithe  general  rofraitiagfiNr 
^be  Spauishcoifpsiaf  Don'  €arloa  aiidlXw  ifiUan  ^Miwt 
oalu^iikly;   these  leaders  haiag^qxtiectQdto  4^4  »ft 
bast'  12^000  men  ffom.the  oapital  akMl&*| .  besidM 
»rbich.  a  joilitia  was  rbised!  in  t:he  Giiy»{^o.oomi»t^o| 
horse  and  foot  to  a  considerable  amount.         ,    ^     . . 
At  this  {period  also  a  very  *inipon|Mkt  ^event  tOok 
places  the  gaaorftl  and  extraoiiliiuiry>  iCoKte^  b^^^ng 
made  a  tf eatgr  iof  friaodsbipg  unioal  and laltiWQQ^  ha* 
tpom  that;  country  jandt  'RussiaiimdoD  BrilH^h  »ediar 
liOn^  ftnd  ill  which  it  iii  stipuUtid  iha&tiie>tioo<bigb 
contracting  pattios^i  in  etousequant e  .6f  the  propcia^ 
rrif mlship,  sJ»aJl  lOfxaia^.  to :  aci  linritertanding  •  ^^ith^al 
^l^jMaad.ragPOo  on  iwery  things  whicib, way. ih««?» 
MnobtitJk>n<  with  thetr  respective  inteitesjki^i  ahdivir^tfi 
tbi^  /km.  if)teiitioir«to  :pi*osecute  a  v  tgtoroiis^  war! agpiMi 
tho  t£aipejror  of.the.  French,^,  their  commoat/eppniiyk 
eis4  eog^ng^ffora  that  date  to  comw  aiheaeely  «i 
^very  thing  which  «nay  be  advantageon^  to  tbtuiom^ 
m]  or 
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^*  <lie< other <pdrtyv'  Bjr  ihis<  stole  cbcaayeiitalso  tfa^ 
Ihisfiiliw  bnriperfHT  en^gped  to  Rckfibwledge  tiie;  Corfeft* 
aii^  a  icgitimirte  Mithortty,  <  and  to  guarantee  the  €on«^ 
stitution  which  they  had  framed  and  sancttcned ;  to^ 
-^hieh  it;  was*  added  tbai  all  Gommerciri  relatibns 
ihoiitd  b0  farth  with  re-astabMshed. '  > 

K  tiiere  was  any  thin^  <  to  coutiteiljalaiice  thi^tide* 
of  liuoeesa  at  tilts  period  in  fafoar  of  the  Bpaaiardiir)  ft 
ivasa  natificalion  Crokin  the  consul  Amatiar  atCarUia*^ 
.gaoa^  to  t^  British  ^oternor  of  Gibraltar^  theiiaiboitt 
the  middle  of  Angust  he  had  received  ii^oriiiation^ 
ivf^i^the  Btiardftif  JSiealth  thattfierawerfe  some  saspi^ 
eieas  eases  <af  f^ vca;ia»  threirbosprtalsy^bat  that  the  local 
^•iveriifiient  bad  taken  :]|>nic«ationai  to*  gaard  i^ainst, 
ihp  spreading  iof  tiuerhoirible  iafeetion^  iwhidh.l^ 
4  t^w  feskvfk  liefdra;  iiiid  •  ae»\}f  i  depopulated  tbitt  iHn 

;  Oa  ^B  4*b  the  Mav^is.nsaiiched  fram^^^ 
pAssaik  the  tBkMiKa  oa  tlA<6tli^  :^'  the  fords  of  Her«» 
Mum  and  £1  Abvi^o^  prilTiaiistd  wftieb^  General  Foj 
hatiiog'hcard ^fithaslHrr^aidiir of  Astoi^^fetulrhedto: 
tbeE(ila^<'aild  iMMK2bed>up^.Ganrajjadeis,  with  a. view: 
toisaupviseand  d/Ar€0  th^Poirtugiiase'militia  already; 
jstaAedlto  haiAe<k6eii:  evsployed  under  Lieotenant-'Ge-i 
nferal  thaCand^  d'^Amaisaiite  ia^  Uockadingr  Zaoiora,' 
TMs/Geiianal^  boweneiTy  alada  goad  hia  retreat,  withfi 
out  loss,  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  and  Genecal| 
F«ijr(cK)uld  idb  iiothing  laore  tiian^x^airiy  offtheFi-^iich 
,  j^acris^n, :  which  he^  d^kd  on^  tbo  29th  o£  AiAgust,  tjiink^ 
ttigi  their  position  i]nsafe^,»  sftdlthen  marched  foir> Tom 
dasillaa.  ilThe.gdod.maa^lgclnii^nt  of  the  l^ortnguese 
gendvalt  and  the*  steadiness  of  his  tr<lops  on  this  oc<^a*f 
sipify-drew  fpJ'iK  great,  and,  indeed,  well  merited 
praise  from  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  who  i^^ets^ 
iod.mbik  pulklic  dispatches  that  he  obnld  aotavjoid 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  British  goTernment  to 
tW. 'Ciiniduct  of  theConde  d'Amamnte^  and  0f  tha 
aailkia  ondec  his  command,  in  these  operationtt,  ajid 
^dsocjpointing.  Qiit  the.^al  of  /tbU^  militia^  principally 
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drawn  from  the  provinces  of  Tralo*  Bf  ontes,  in  thus 
voluntarily  serving  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  king* 
dom,  a8ervice  which  extended  beyond  the  limits  of 
Iheir  agreement. 

The  whole  remains  of  the  army  of  Portugal,  being 
now  collected  between  Yalladotid  and  Tordesillast^ 
the  Marquis  foufid  their  advanced  guard  on  the  0th 
of  September  strongly  posted  on  the  heights  of  La 
Cistemign;  and  at  the  safne  time  he  had  information 
that  there  was  a  considerable  body  of  troops  io  and 
about  the  former  place. . 

As  it  waii  late  in  the  day  before  the  allied,  troops 
had  crossed  sthe  Douro,  the  Marnois  thought  it  im^ 
prudent  to  move  forward  before  tne  morning  of  the 
7th;  but  the  enemy  did  not  choose  to  await  his  ap- 
proach^ retiring  from  La  Cisterniga  during  the  night, 
and  abandoned  Yalladolid  in  the  morning  is  soonaa 
they  saw  theBritish  advance,  blowing  up  tne  bridge  on 
crossing  the  Pisuerga  in  order  to.  arrest  the  pursuit. 
They  were  closely  followed,  however,  by  the  Ho-^ 
nourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ponsonby,  with  a  de<» 
tachment  of  the  12th  light  dragoonp  through  the 
tdwn ;  but  some  time  having  elapsed  before  the  in- 
fantry could  come  up,  the  retiring  troops  could  not 
be  prevented  from  destroying  the  bridges,  by  which 
means  their  loss  was  less  than  might  have  been  ex* 
pected. 

In  fact,  so  great  was  the  terroi^  of  the  French  that 
we  understood  that  they  fired  only  five  guns  before 
they  liastily  fled  towards  Burgos ;  bpt  it  appears  that 
some  of  our  troops  reached  them,  especially  the  ca- 
valry, and  caused  them  a  great  loss;  the  enemy  aban- 
doning their  provisions,  ammunition,  baggage  wag* 
gons^  &e. 

This  triumphant  entry  into  Yalladolid,  although  it 
had  been  only  a  few  days  under  the  French  yoke,  now 
caused  the  most  inconceivable  joy ;  and  it  has  further 
been  mentioned  that  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  with 
the  tpost  judicious  attention  to  tb^  wants  of  the  poor 
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Spaniards  bad  all  the  wagg^oDs  brought  in  Vallado- 
lid»  laden  with  th$i  plunder  of  that  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood }  and  permitted  the  poor  injured  people 
In  the  most  unexpected  manner,  to  recover  their  lost 
property.  Such  considerate  conduct  must  always 
operate  favourably  in  sc^^ioft  of  the  British  cha- 
racter. 

After  this  they  retired  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
Pisuerga,  and  in  the  evening  had  got  as  far  as.Duehas, 
Though  I  he  Gallictan  army  had  retired  from  Astorga, 
as  already  mentioned^  on  the  approach  of  General 
Foy  ;  yet  no  sooner  had  hecommenced  his  retreat  on 
the  Dduro,  than  they  again  advanced  to  the  Esla; 
indeed,  the  Spanish  corps  seem  now  to  have  gained 
fresh  courage  on  all  sides,  for  it  also  ap[^ars  that  thd 
French  garrison  of  Cuenca,  which  liad  evacuated 
that  place  on  hearing  of  the  surrender  of  the  Retiro, 
being  in  fact  part  of  ^uchet's  army,  had  immediately 
afterwards  been  taken  prisoners  by .  General  VilU 
Campa,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  meuy  with  two 
guns,  &c.  '  ^ 

At  this  period  also  the  M^rqoia  received  intetlU 
^ence  fi*om  Lieutenant*  General  Sir.  Bf>wland  HilU 
tliat  he  had  advanced  as  far  as  lierena  in  pursuit  of 
the  troops  under  General  Drouet.  / .       . 

The  Marquis  of  Wellington  did  not,  however^  give 
up  the  pursuit,  but  continued  to  follow  the  enemy 
with  the  whole  of  his  troops  until  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  he  was  joined  a^  Pampliega  by  three  divi- 
sions of  infantry,  and  a  smatl  body  of  cavalry,  of  the 
arraty  of  Gallicia  ;  his  Bxcellency  the  Captain-Gene- 
ral Castanos  having  arrived  at  h/^d<^quarters  on  the 
14th. 

'  On  the  16th,  the  retreating  enemy  had  taken  ii 
strong  position  on  the  height  behind  Celjuda  del  Car- 
mine, wbeo  his  Lordship  made  arrangemenU  for  a^ 
tacking  them  on  the  morning  of  the  foUowing  day  } 
but  they  thougljt  proper  to  retire  during  the  nigni, 
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and  x^ere  driven  to  fhe  h^g^hts  close  to  Btirg'os, 
tTiron^yh  uliich  town  they  retired  during  the  night  of 
the  l^th,  leaving  behind  thetii  80tne  cloftthing  and 
other  stores,  and  a  large  qaantity  of  wheat  and  ^bar- 

'  After  rtiis  they  retired  to  BrivJesca,  where  they 
were  Joined  by  about  seven  thousand  conscripts  from 
France,  and,  as  the  Marquis  Was  informed^  were 
there  to  wait, the  arrival  of  Massena,  who,  as  was  re^ 
ported,  Vas  oVdcrfed  by  the  local  government  of  Prance 
to  proceed  for  the  command  of  the  army. 

It  was  n^tfessdry  to  pass  the  riter  of  Arlanzon  in 
the  vicinity  bf  Burgos  ;  but  the  castle  of  that  town 
qommauds  tlie  passages  cf  the  river  and  the  roads  com- 
inunicating  with  them,  so  completely  that  the  British 
army  could  tidt  cross  it  before  thie  19th,  when  that 
operation  was  effected  in  two  columns,  the  5th  divi- 
8ioB>and  Brigadier-General  Bradford's*  brigade  abov^6 
ihe.tQwn,  whifst  the  1st  division  with  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Pack^s*  bri  gade;  and  Major-General  A  nsoh's  tavalry, 
passed  below  it.  . ,. 

,  TObe  city  of.  BuVgo^,  now,' ah  it  may  be  called,  the 
JastVefiige  of  S;he  French,  in  t^iat  part  of  Spain,  is 
sitiiated  in  that  divt^on  of  the  country'allottedto  the 
army  of  the  porth ;,  tmd  General  Caffarelli,  who  had 
heen  there  on' the  ITtfa,  had  placed  in  the  castle  a  g^ar- 
Wson  of  the  troops  of  HWat  array,  'consisting,  as  was  re- 
ported of  two  thousahd  'five  hundred  men. 

The  epemy'bad  taken  considerable  pains  not  only 
*ib  fortify  thi^  castle  of  Burgos,  but  had  also  occupied 
with  a  horn  wcrrk'^the  hill  of  St.  Mlthael's,  which 
has  a  considerable  coiiitti^rrd  'over  some  bf  the  works 
of  the  castle,  at  the  distance,  of  three  hundred 
yards.  . 

j  l*hey  had  likewise  oc<iupied  other  parts  of  that  hill 
with  fleeches,  and  other  works  for '  the  protection  of 
their  picquets  and  oiAppsfs.      'V 
.     As  soon^as  the  first  division  of  the  allied  army  cross- 
ed tl^^  river  Arlanzon  on  the  19th  of  September,  the 
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enemy's  outposts  were  driven  in  by  the  light. ii^fapitry 
battalion  of  Colonel  Sterling'^  bri^ade^  nnd^r  the  coia^ 
niand  of  the  Honourable  Major  Cocks,  supported  by 
Brigadier-General  Pack's  brigade  ;  and  theenemy'^ 
oulworks  on  the  hiil  of  S^  Mich^^el's,  with  the;  e^c.ep« 
tiQB  of  the  horn  ,work,  were  occupied,  by  the  allied 
trpopst  which  were  posted,  close  to  the  horn  work. 

Ais  soon  as  it  was  dark,  the  same  troops,  with  tha 
addition  of  the  42d  regimentf  attacked  and  carried 
hy  assnalt  the  horn  work  which  the. enemy  had  occu-* 
pied  in  stren^h.  In  this  operation  Brigadier-6e* 
aeral  Pack,  Lieutenant-General  Hill  of  the  1st  Por- 
tuguese regiment.  Colonel  Campbell  of  the  ]6tb^ 
Msyor  Williams  of  the  4th  Cagadores,  Major  iDick  of 
the  49d  regiment,  and  the  Honoumbl^  Major  Cocksy 
the.7«^th  regiment,  cQOimanding  the.  light  infantry 
bi^talidn,  distinguished  themselves  most  gallantly. 
The  latter,  in  particular,  Avho  led  the  attack  of  the 
enemy's  posts  in  the  morning,  also  entered  the  hQrn. 
work  by  ite  gorge  at  night.  In  this  affair,  the  allies 
icaptnred  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  captainlf 
with  sixty-two  other  prisoners ;  but  at  the  same  time 
owing  to  the  strength  of  the  work,  their  loss  was  very 
severe,  consisting  of  Major  Pierpoint,  assistant  Quar.- 
ter-Master-^General,  and  Lieutenants  GregortKm  and 
Mijne,  of  the  42d  regiment,  killed,  with  four  Cap- 
tains aud  six  Lieutenants  wounded^  some  of  whom 
tjied  afterwards ;  the  Portuguese  lost,  of  o^ci^s,  one 
Lieutenant,  and  one  ensign  killed;  besides  several 
wounded.    \  . 

The  whole  number  of  killed  were,  British  47 )  Por- 
tuguese 24  ;  wounded  British  242  ;  Portugu^^  93 : 
making  a  grand  totieil  of  71  killed,  329  wonikledy  with 
;i6  missing*  .     '  ^ 

However  great  this  loss,  yet  the.  attempt  in  wliich 
it  took  place  was  absolutely  necessary  ;  for  it  was  im- 
posi^ihle  to  ascertain  the  exact  Mate  of  the  works  of 
the  castle  of  Burgos,  until  possession  was  obtained  of 
the  hill  of  St.  Michael's. 
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X)n  tb^  two  days  immediately  following  the  attack, 
the  allied  troops  were  actitely  employed  in  establish* 
ingf  themselves  on  the  hill  of  St.  MichaeFs,  and  in 
constructing  such  works  as  werle  bes^t  calculated  to 
forward  their  futui*e  operations*  At  thajt  period,  the 
whole  of  the  army  had  crossed  the  Arlanzon,  with  the 
exception  of  the  6th  division,  and  one  division  of  the 
Spanish  infantry  ;  and  the  siege  of  the  castle  of  Bur- 
gos was  commenced  in  form.* 

About  this  time  also  the  Marquis  received  inteUi* 
gence  frpm  Sir  Rowland  Hill  of  his  being  at  Trox* 
moon  the  14th,  and  that  he  was  then  about  putting 
into  execution  his  orders  to  be  at  Oropesa,  four  days 
afterwards  ;  also  with  respect  to  the  French  army  in' 
the  South,  that  Marshall  Sonit  had  not  left  Grenada 
.as  far  down  as  the  8th,  at  which  time  General  BaU 

lasteros 
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*  To  understand  these  operttioos  better  it  may  be  proper  to  state  tkat 
Burgos,  which  bad  long  eonlinued  to  enjoy  splendour  and  pre-emi- 
nence, as  the  dapital  of  Oid  Castile,  the  cradle  of  the  Spanish  mo- 
liareby,  |iat  for  tbe  last  two  centuHes  declined  from  its  prosperity,  and 
|s  pow  a  gloomy  irregular  town,  coutaining  only  about  8  or  9>000  inha- 
bitants. It  is  surrounded  with  walls,  and  built  on  a  declivity  forming 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  Arlanaon,  over  wbkh  are  thrown  three  stone 
bridges  connecting  tbe  town  witb\he  pleasant  suburb  of  La  Bcza. 

On  tbe  brow  of  tbe  adjacent  hill  stands  aiv  anpient  castle  wblcb  has 
)>een  repaired  and  strengthened  with  works  by  the  French ;  and  beyond 
this  is  another  small  hill  called  St.  Mfchael's,  wherein  a  born  work 
has  been  erected,  wbich  we  have  detailed  as  taken  by  storm,  ^be 
castle  itself  i9  a  Ipfty.  sqijare  buildiJig  of  solid,  masonry,  aad.  com- 
mands the  bill  of  St.  Michaels,  which  in  its  turn  overlooks  the  outer 
llefence  of  the  former.  Adjoining  to  the  castle  is  a  church,  which  tbe 
French  have,  converted  into  a  fort ;  and  both  these  are  included  within 
the  dtatinct  lines  of  circtimvallation,  tbe  wboie  forming  a  fortress  of 
an  obiong  iigvre..  A|l  these  three  lines  must  be  successively  carried 
before  the  castle  can  be  taken.  The  commander  of  the  fortress  is  a 
Ceneral  whp  as  long  acted  under  CafTarelli  ;  and  its  importance  may 
^^  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  whilst  it  is  occupied  by  tbe  French, 
their  army  may  remain  in  perfect  aafety  at  firiviesea,  a  walled  city 
pnly  six  It-agues  distant,  and  separated  fn)m  tbe  plain  x>f  Burgos  by  a 
Jpfty  n^ountain  ;  at  the  next  stage  beyond  which,  on  the  road  towards 
France,  is  the  tremendotis  pass  of  pancorbo  which  secures  the  approa^ji 
i9  the  Sbrq,   . 
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lasterM  had  followed  the  enemy's  movements  from  th&i 
G^adalate,  and  had  been  Yery  successful,  having  ad* 
yanc^jd  as  £aur  as  Loxa  on  the  6th,  the  enemy  having^^ 
then  abandoned  Andujar  and  Jaen:  whilst  the  armtea. 
of  Joseph  Buonaparte  and  of  Sochet  were  still  ia 
Valencia. 

Though  the  city  of  Burgos  itself  was  in  possessioa 
of  the  allied  forces,  yet  the  head*qnarters  were  at 
Villa  Toro,  in  its  vicinity  :  and  the  operations  were 
still  carried  on  against  the  castle.  On.  the  night  o£ 
the  224,  the  Marqnis  of  >  Wellington  directed  an  at* 
tempt  to  be  made  to  take  by  storm  the  exterior  lide. 
cS  the  enemy's  works,  one  of  the  batteries  destined 
to  protect  the  allied  position,  which  in  them,  having; 
been  in  such  a  state  of  preparation  as  to  give  hopes 
that  it  would  be,  ready  to  open  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d,      . 

The  attack  was  to  have  been  mad^  by  detachments 
of  Portuguese  troops  belonging  to  the  6th  division^ 
which  occupied  the  town  of  Burgos,  and  invested 
the  castle  on  the  south-west  side,  on  the  enemyVs  left, 
whilst  a  detachment  of  the  Tst  division,  under  Major 
lawrie  of  the  71>th  regiment,  should  scale  the  wall 
in  front.  -  —     " 

-  Unfortunately  the  Portuguese  troops  were  so  strong'! 
ly  opposed^  that  they  could  not  make  any  prepress  on 
the  enemy's  flank,  and  the  escalade  could  not  take 
place.  In  consei)iience  of  this  the  British  loss  was 
severe  ;  Major  Lawrie  was  killed,  and  Captain  Fra« 
^er  who  commanded  a  detachment  from*  the  brigade' 
of  guar^,  was. wounded.  Both' these  officers,  and 
indeed  all  those  employed  on  this  occasion,  exerted 
themselves  t6  the  utmost  ;  but  th^  attack  on  the 
enemy's  flank  having  failed^  the  success  of  the  esca« 
jade  wa^  impracticable^ 

On  the  27th  the  allied  batteries  were  completed, 
and  rettdy  to  open  on  the  enemy's  interior  lines,  as 
soon  as  the  besieging  troops  could  be  established  with> 
in  tt^  exterior  works. ;  and  the  enemy's  army  of  oh- 
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servation  at  the  same  period  Was  about  Pancorbo^ 
and  Miranda,  en  the  Ebvo,  iviih  their  adtancsed 
povl&at  Briviesca';  but  they  had  hitherto  made  no 
movements  .to  impede '  the  operati/^na  of  the  assaiU 
ants.  . 

.  In  the  south  Marshal  Soult  now  found  himself 
obliged  to  evacuate  Grenada  6\i  the  16th. of  Septem- 
ber, and  to  march  towards  the  kingdom  of  Valencia 
in  order  to  form  a  janction  with  the  armies  of  Sachet 
and  of  the  inti^usive  king ;  and  Geuera)  3aUasteraa 
immediately  afterwards  entered  that  ahcient  and  ki-i 
teresting  city. 

This  General  on  the  Srd  of  September,  near  Anti^ 
quera,  defeated  the  enemy's  «orpa  consisting  of  8000 
infantry,  2000  cavalry,  and  6(  pieces  i>f  cannon^  com^ 
isanded  by  Generals  Villat  and  Semelet,  who  co« 
vered  Soult's  rear;  he  dislodged  this  force  completely 
from  its  position,  pursoed  it  mt)re  than  a  league  and 
a  half)  and  obliged  it  to  leave  behind  some  prisoners, 
and  two  of  their  pieces  of  artillery ;  after  which  be 
took  possession  of  Ahtiqnera  which  they  eonid  no 
longer  defiend.  - 

Two  days  afterwards  a  party  of  his  advanced  guard 
surprised  in  Loxa  a  part  of  Soult's  troops,  and  made 
more  than  200  prisoners^ 

About  the  same  period  also  General  Eiio^  in 
command  of  his  troops,  lately  undisr  the  divection  of 
General  O'Donnel,  took  Consnfgra  by  capitula* 
tion.  '  • 

.  On  the  failure  of  the  proposed  assault  on  the  ex* 
^terior  lines  of  Burgos,  it  was  found  necessaiiy  to  pro# 
ceed  by  sap ;  and  accordingly  wveral  mines  were 
prepared,  one  of  which  being  exploded  at  midnight 
of  the  20tb,  a  breach  was  effected  in  the  outer  wall, 
which  some  of  the  party,  desttried  to  attfM^^it,  were 
enabled  to  storm  j  iiul  owing  to  the  diirkness  of  the 
night,  the  detachment,  who  were  ie  sm port  the  ad- 
vanced party y  missed  their  way,  8M  ihe  advance 
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were  driven  4fff  the  brfeach  before  tbey  could  be  eflfeo* 
toally  «apported". ; 

Tire  breach,  acr effected  by  this  min^  was  not  of  a 
description  te« be  sftol*itied 9  except  at 'the  niotnent  of 
the  explosioa  ;..and  ittwaxi  necessary  to  itnprove  it  bj 
fire,  before  the  I  Alteiii{M;' could  be  rspeated.  .  But  all 
endeavours  cmtke  part  of 'tlie  a^sailantBi  to  construct 
batteries  in  ^e  befit  situation  to  fire  upon  the  waif, 
failed  in  consequendeof  the  great  superiority  of  the 
enemy*s  fire  from  the  nature  of  their  situation. 

In  the  mean' time  anbther  mine  had  been  plaeed 
under  the  -walK  which  was  ready  on  the  morning  of 
tlie  4thdf  Ootobevi  and  a  fire  was  opiened  on  the  same 
morning  from  a  battery  constructed  under  cover  of 
the  homework. 

The  cafinonade  from  this  battery  improved '  the 
i>reaoh  'first  nmde  )  and  the'  explofidon  of  the  second 
mine,  at  fii^  o^clodk  of  the  same  eVeningi  effected  n, 
secbnd-  breach  :  on  which  -  both  were  immediately 
stormed  by  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  24th  regiment^ 
undet*the  command  of  Captain  iledderwick,  which 
bad  been' ordered  into  the  trendies  for  that  purpose ; 
and  th^  aliied  troeips  were  established  within  the 
extericfk*'  line  ef  the  Works  of  the  •castle  of  Bur- 
gos, 

The  conduct  of  the  24th  regiment  was  highly  praise«> 
worthy  :  and  Captain  Hedderwick  and  Lieutenants 
Holmes  and  Eraser,  who  led  the  two  storming  parties, 
particularly  distinguisfhed  themselves;  and  it  is  pleas- 
ing to  reflect  that  this  operation  was  effected  without 
8ufi*ering  any  very  severe  loss. 

Up  to  this  period  of  the  siege,  the  enemy's  army 
still  continued  in  observation  upon  the  Ebro  and  did 
not  make  any  attempt  to  disturb  the  operations  though 
they  had  extended  their  left  as  far  as  Logrono,  but 
With  what  intention  did  notappeftn — 

In  thus  bringing  down  the  biography  of  our  gallant 
countryman  to  the  siege  of  Burgos,  after  contemplate 
ing  the  important  consequences  of  the  battle  of  Sa«> 

lamauca^ 
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lamanca^  the  occofHitioD  of  Madrid,  &c.  we  have 
closed  at  a  memorable  era  of  his.  life,  establishing^  a 
point  from  whence  its  brilliant  continaatHm  may  be 
said  to  take  a  date  ;  as  far,  at  least,  as  regards  the 
war  in  the  Peninsula  :  for  the  recent  facta  which  we 
bave  thus  delineated,  the  pursuit  of  Joseph,  the  un« 
certain  and  retrog^rade  motions  of  Soult,  the  disper- 
sion of  the  army  of  Marmont,  the  occupation  of 
Yalladolid,  and  the  gallant  and  energetic  proceed- 
ings at  Burgos,  are  nothing  more  than  a  continuation 
of  the  oons^uences  of  that  first  brilliant  rictory,  if 
considered  with,  reference  to  past  evente  in  the  cfe* 
yeiio^  of  Spain  ;  but  at  the  same  time  form  the  germ 
of  future  history,  the  point  from  whence  the  historian 
or  biograplier  must  setout  in  describing  its  liberation* 

Waving  all  further  observations,  therefore,  on  these 
recent  events,  we  shall  take  a  slight  view  of  th^  more 
prominent  parts  of  the  character  of  the  noble  su|Hect 
of  our  biography,  as  illustrative  of,  and  deducible 
from  the  preceding  pages.  - 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  results  of 
past  occurrences  is  the  state  of  energy  arid  activity 
which  his  Lordship,  aided  by  the  brilliant  talents, 
and  active  assiduity,  of  Field-Marshal  Sir  William 
Bei;esford,^  has  given  to  the  Portuguese  army,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  imparted  long  since,  and  with 
even  greater  facility,  to  the  Spaniards,  had  such 
meawre  been  approved  of  l)y  that  government. 

An  intelligent  military  traveller  has  offered  some 
thoughts  on  this  subject,  which  even  now  are  not  in« 

V        applicable 


« 

-V. 


*  This  gallant  oTiicer,  so  often  mentioned  in  the  preceding  narra- 
tion, is  a  minor  branch  of  the  Waterford  family,  and  brother  of  Cap- 
tain Beresford,  whose  naval  services  are  so  ^'ell  known,  and  have  been 
so  often  recorded.  .  To  trace  .the  military  progress  of  the  Marshal 
would  be  to  recount  almost  et ery  event  of  the  past  war.  His  captoie 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of- Buenos  Ay  res,  bis  services  in 
Egypt,  &c.  &c.  would  of  themselves  require  a  volume,  and  we  trust 
tbat  the  fund  of  "military  bi^raphy  will  yet  be  enriched  witii-a  soiu^ 
b{e  repQrc)  ^  his  fame. 
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applicable. .  He  says,  *^  1  ^m  persuaded  ths^t  the 
Spaniards,  never  wiH  be  ^onqiiered.  They  very 
strongly  resemble  the  English  in  the  frame  of  their 
bodies,  and  even  in  their  undautUed  minds.  They 
;iQay  be  defeated  a  thousand  times^  but  tbe^  will  ne- 
ver be  subdued.  You  are  wrong  too  when  you 
talk  in  England  that  they  have  nothing  to  fight  for, 
,aiid  exclaim,  Give  them  a  constitution!  Give  them  li- 
berty!  In  the  first  pbce  they  have  their  country  tD 
fight  for,  their  soil,  their  home'j  and  against  foreign- 
ers and  invaders;  surely  this  is  something.  And  as 
to  liberty  they  have  ^s  much,  as  they  \yant-7-as  tpjuch 
-as  they  are  really  capable  of.'  With  respect  to.con!- 
>titution,  you  might  as  well  say.  Give  them  English 
roast  beef !  They  have  no  idea  of  itj.  they  know  nq- 
tbjng  about  it ;  and  therefore  neither  know  the  waijt 
elf  it,  nor  desire  it.  If  you  were  to  offer  it  to  them, 
if. you  were  to  tell  them  of  balanced  powers,  &c.. 
they  would  decline  it.  Believe  me,  my  dear  friend, 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  nonsense  in  your  party  refine- 
.n^ents  athome.  You  know  nothing  about  this  people.r 
Tlwy  are  brave  to  excess  ;  but  of  course  cannot  strand 
•agaiqsit'^ veteran  and  disciplined  armies.  We  will  at 
length  remedy  this  defect.  The  Spanish  armies  want 
orgoMiz^tiqn.  ... 

It  is  indeed  a  well  known  fact,  that  of  all  the  ar-r 
mies  i>f  Europe  that  of  Portugal,  previous  to  the 
present  vear^  waif  of  all  other*  the  most  miserable*^ 
»Totrace  the  causes  of  that  military  and  civil  degene- 
racy which  had  so  long  pervaded  that  country  is, 
howevjer,  unnecessary  ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
.the  English  example  has  been  powerfully  operative  Jii 
the  one  case,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  b^  permanently 
^«0)  in  the  other }  whilst  in  Spain  a  spirit  has  been  eli- 
cited, whifeb,  if  well  directed,  presents  a  flattering 
prospect  to  the  philanthropist.  .      . 

With  irespect  to  the  gallant  Wellington  himself,  it 
..has  been  well  observed,  that  it  is  impossiblefully  to  esti- 
.mate  the  vast  talents/  the  unwearied  exertions,  and  the 
_  24.  '        4  a  •     gfeal 
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great  resources  of  this  anrivalledlsoldter,  whose  Tftrie- 
ty  of  gtetrius  is  only  equalled  by  his  deep  and  exceK 
lent  judgment. 

We  have  seen  a  recent  antN^Iote  which  states  thfat^ 
at  one  periotl  of  the  late  battle  of  Salamnica,  a  column 
of  the  British  were  exceedingly  pressed  by  the  over^ 
bearing  and  superior  strength  of  a  part  of  the  cinemy% 
line  opposed  to  it;  it  gave  way,  and  another  coiamn 
was  advancing  to  ssupport  it,  when  Lord  WelHngtoh 
cauie.  up  at  the  moment,  and  ocdered  the  advanciugf 
column  to  disperse  by  files,  tO'hasten  round  the  hilt 
loimtedtalely  in  their  rear,  and  to  form  behind  it.  ^Clie 
tleneral  of  Brigade  was  astonished  at  the  precipkatte 
retreat  of  bis  advancing  column,  aitd  called  a  rally^ 
when  his  men  said,  ^*  There,  is  Lord  Weilington,  Sir ; 
We  are  obeying  him/* 

The  French,  supposing  a  general  rout  had  taken 
place,  pursued  the  retiring  colamti,  and  became  dis- 
ord<ered  as  they  quickly  advanced.  Lord  Wellington 
Iben  told  the  0\Bneral  of  Brigade  he  would  find  Im 
column  formed  on  the  other  side  of  the  bHl,  sind  sb  he 
did ;  when  the  cnetny,  as  they  rounded  the  slope,  were 
met  by  the  anpposed  {fugitives,  who  advanced  In  tiieir 
^  turn,  and  made  a  terrrble  slaughter. 

Previous  to  the  late  distinguished  evecft$)  wliich 
'^^have  c6ttarn1y  raised  his  chanidter  as  high  as  his  most 
sanguine  friends  could  have  wished,  it  was  weH  ob« 
served  or  hrm,  that  in  all  bis  former  actroivs  tfa^ne 
"were  two  -or  three  principal  characteristic  traits';  an 
indefatigable  activity,  a  sagacity  which  sees  and  d^ 
iermines'in  the  moment,  and  promptitude  Wlileh  in- 
■  stantaLneoo'sIy  acts;  an  indifference  to  the  meM  cir- 
cumstance of  numerical  eqtifflity^  ahd  >ncbnipa)'a%ile 
i-eadiness  ih  drs^endumbering  himself  of  whoever  is 
sUperfluoul^ ;  Utid  ail  eqnal  readiness  in  determining 
^what  is^superftuo^s^and  the  exact  point '6f 'lime  wfien 
it  becomes  so.    Combined  with  these,  traits  it  isr  wor- 
thy of  notice  thatt  Lord  Wellington  is  stated 'by  thoste 
who  hove  the  test  oppdrti^d ties  of  knowing' it«  ie  ^et^ 
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joy  an  admirable  aelf^poaseasion  and  commaiid  of  ani- 
mated  <api rite  aad  temper  oiid«r  any  state  of  eircam« 
alati^^es-  never  losing  himself  in  tbe  moment  of  victory 
ceolly  wetghiog  the  psfBing  events  where  he  finds 
himself  checked,  and  thas  proving  that  he  would  not 
la$e  himself  even  in  defeat ! 

:  In  contemplating  the  charaelier  of  a  greiA  man,  it 
is  Batumi  to .  compare  him  with  others  wb^have  ex* 
celled  in  like  eircmnstances ;  and  thas  it  has  be^ 
said,  that,  like  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  hepossessea 
a  degree^of  cival^taient,  wineh  of  itsdf  would  have 
mtfed  him  into  cohsideratkm,  and  whidi,  when  omtedl 
to  hii  mil  ift ary  ability ,  renders  the  latter  4<Hibly  effectual. 
In  consequence  of  this,  so  well  known  to  ministfvs  at 
homjSy  the  Marquis  :has  iei^fioi^iessed  fuller  powers 
than  it  is  generally  considered  expedient  Id  gradC 
to  any  military,  or/naval  commander.  So  atany  spe- 
cimens^ indeed,  has  he  giyeh  of  his  diplomatic  skill, 
tliet  gowe^mnent  feel  satisfied  they  may  safely  repose 
in.  his  hands  net  only  the  Vatwis^  points  of  national 
boiior,  bnt  even  the  nunuter  and  more  fcMrmal  deco<« 
mme  of  national  intercourse  ;•  wUlst  his  long  practice 
ami  accurate  observation  have  placed  hiqi  on  a  foot* 
ing  with  any  diplomatist  of  his  time  in  the  knowledge 
of  aU-necessary  formSf  and  rendered  him  as  expert  in 
the  letter,  as  in  the  spirit  of  diplomatic  negociation. 

With  nespect  to  some  parts  of  hie  ofaarac4er,  in  de^ 
tmU  we  shall  notice  h«i  *  indelstig^ible  activity  ;  oC 
this,  indeed,  it  is  unnecessary  to  bjriug  prpofe,  for, 
ptoo&  innuinerable  .4SQay  be  found  in  the  preced- 
itig  pagee;  we  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  iU 
hKitrete  it  by  aneodote,  and  it  is  well  known  that  hie 
Lordship's  rapidity  of  motion  has '  fraqoeatly  out* 
stripped  that  of  his  best  mounted  «(ttendants.  On 
one  bf '  these  occasioiis  having'  sent  couriers  in  ad^ 
vance  to  orders  /elays  of  hoiMs,'  he  arrived  at  a  vil«^ 
lagealene  and  unattended  j  hut  on  asking  for  a  horse 
he  was  speedily  reeegfrited/  when  the  whole  Portu- 
guese inhabitants '  dtoud^d  round  to  see  the  great 
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Lord  a  and  so  strohg  was  their  euriesity»  and  so  affa- 
bleiiin  Loisdsbip*d  ktndacss,  that  he  aclually  permitted 
them  for  some  time  to  examine  him  at  the  door  of  his 
14111  ;:and  then,  tnoonting  with  a  smile,  rode  oif,  fol- 
lowediby  their  united  prayers  and  commendations. 

That  Lord  Wellington  sees  every  thing  himself, 
and  that  he  may  be  said  to  live  with  his  soldiers,  is 
another  important  trait  in  his  character.  He  never 
orders  his  array  to  move  without  seeing  that  the  troops 
are  well  provided  %vith  one  or  two  days  snstenance; 
be  always  puts  them  in  motion  at  an  e^rly^our,  in 
order  that  they  naay  arrive  at  their  ground  for  the 
Dtght  in  good  iime ;  and  he  neiver  halts  them  without 
taking  care  that  every  comfert  and  facility  possible 
may  he  afforded  to^  the  tk*QOps  for  the  preparation  of 
jAeir  repast.  . 

-  To  their .  comfort  in.  cantonments  he  is  equally  at- 
tentive, and  also- to  the  rhospitals.  Latterly,  we  un^ 
derstand,  tha tithe  medical  department  of  his  army 
baa  been  ably  filled,  and  faithfully  attended  to,  in  all 
its  departments ;  but  we  have  heard  that  ki  the-  early 
part  df  the  WfUff  baa*  ]^rdship's  regnlations  were 
deemed  so  oppressive  by  th^  then  medical  people,  that, 
in  a  hod^  they  sent  in  their  r<Bs^nations.  To  this 
he  is  said  merely  to.  have  answered,  *^  Gentlemen,  I 
accept,  your  re^ignationsi  aad  shall  immediately  write 
home  fprafre&b  medical  staff;  but,  mar^mej  until 
they  come  out^  you  shall  remain  h^re,  and  you  shall 
perform  your  duty/',     .  . 

.  Secret  ta  an.eMreme  id  his  plans,  yet  Lord  Wel- 
lington has-  that  fr^nj^nettft  of  pmnmimication  at  his 
table,  that  he  has  b^seo  accuaed  of  not  preserving^  the 
prnper  eoneiealment  jof  iiis.own  intentions  ;  tbis  is  too 
absordy  howeyier,  eve»  tp  ceqiiar e  refutation.  But  on 
service  be  it^  s^  pfe<;is6. in  bis  mannei?s,  so  formal,  as 
vie.  undenstam)^  ev^ea  to  bifi  own  broth^*iii-law,  that 
implJicit  .ol)e4iencie.;iti  the  certain  resulli  Indeed,  be 
tiiustsrsQ  mucbto  hi$  oyi^n  powers,  that  he  asks  the 
igpiniipn  Qf  up.  m^iiv    £v(^  inis  staff  are  always  ignor 
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rant  of  fais  intienifoifs.     At  head^qufirters  all  i«  '<Mm^ . 
jecftare«-*.he  thinks^  acA:^,  ^'id^  succeeds ;  and  so  well  is - 
he  understood  and  seconded^  tliat  searcdy  i»  his  plan 
formed,  before  it  is  executed,  v  So  guarded^  in  fact,  is  r 
h\»  secrecy;,  that  ^e  nnderstand  he  once  htiraoaronsly 
said,  ^^  If  I  thou^t  the  hair  of  my  bead  knew  mj 
]>lans,  I  would  wear  a  wig." 

To  understand  ail  this,  much  aotiTityof  body  as  well 
a«  of  mind  is  absolutely  ftecessary  :  nor  do  we  think 
It  beneath  the  dignity  of  history  to  record;  that  at 
pt-esent  his  Lordship  is  mnch  thinner  from  the  fatigue 
be  andergoes,  but  is  nevertheless  in  excellent  health  ; '' 
and,  we  are  told,  that  even  to  support  this  be  liFes 
but  -moderately,  drmkitig  only  a  few  glasses  of  wine 
after  c|inner,  conversing,  with  great  frankness,  and 
seemingly  unconscious ^of  his  own  greatness.  In  no 
ii^istance  wliiatever  does  he  claim  to  himself  any  supe-' 
rior  comforts,  but  simply  sleeps  on  a  leathern'mattrass, 
two  feet  wide^  when  be  can  procure  shelter :  at  others 
lying  CO.  the  bare  ground,  surrounded  by  his  gallant 
officers  and  faithful  soldiery.  !  . 

.  With  habits  of  this  kind  we  may  naturally  suppose 
that,  to  hiai^  wealth  is  ail  object  of  but  minor  consi* 
deration.      In  fact  bis  brother,  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole^ 
distinctly  stated  some  time  ago,   in  the  House   of 
Commons,  that  his  whole  property  did  not  exceed.' 
40,0001. :  of  which  5000L  viras  given  to  him  by  the 
East  India  Company,   for  his  active  services  as  « 
Cammissioiierfor  settling  the  affairs  of  the  Mysore ; 
SOOOi*  the  amount  of  his  ^rin^patam  prize  money  ; 
and   25,0001.  the    reward  of  the:  Mahratta  wan.'    In 
sliorty  a^  ,we   understand  from  the   statement' qf   a> 
friend  of  ,his  Ix>rdship's,  so  far  from  deriving  any  pro-* 
fit  from  his  coiiimands  and  appointments,  it  is  a  fact' 
perfectly  welt  known,  that  all  the^molnanients  of  these 
situations  were  carried  by   him  to  the  credit  of  go-^ 
vernment,  and  actually  paid  by  him  int^  the  Compa- 
ny */i  treasury.  Neither  for  tliis  voluntary  sacrifice,  nor 
tVr  his  js^rvicei  in  India,  has'he  received  any  reward . 
^  .  from 
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fpoA  the  East  Imlm  CeoipaAy,  •xcepting  thit  50QQi 
already  nanttonad.  In  reality ^  Iberaioretp.  Lord  Wel« 
liogtoBi  aQnaklerin^  his  rank  and  family,  is  a  very 
peor  ma»«  Of  kiii  personal  fortune  one  balf  is  seMied 
on  his  wife ;  he  has  in  additieoaregiineoA,  and  a  pen- 
atoo  of  two  tliowaiid  a  year  y  in  Ireland,  or  ib  Soitagal 
he  has  never  made  one  farthing*;  and  in.Spaiii,  not* 
withstanding  the  smallnesa  c^  his  fort4»nie»  be,  in  1809, 
actually  dedined  the  pay  of  a  CaptaMt-Genaral,  aU 
thoi^h  it  would  have  amounted  to  3/iNOOl.  a  ^ear,  and 
was  frequently  pressed  npon  him  hy  the  Spaaisb  go*- 
Y^rument« 

To  iajierit  his  titles,  and  to  share  his  fortun^^  be  kas 
i^eady  two  sons  ;  the  eldest,  Charles,  born  the  3d  of 
February  1807,  and  another  born  the  16th  c^  January 
1808  ;  but  it  is  to  be  ho^d,  that  this  modern 
llarlboron^,  this  military  Nelson,  will  yet  be  long 
preserved  to  his  gi*ateful  country,  to  his  admiring 
friends,  and  to  hia  ftiithf4il  consort ;  and  that  a  nobte 
and  a  nomarons  race  will  hand  down  bis  gallant  name 
to  latest  posterity  1 

Before  we  ek^e,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  a  word  of 
the  Spanish  character,  which  raay  now  be  iaitly  con* 
aidercd  as  beginning  to  expand  itself. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  Spaniards  in  favour  of  our 
gallant  oountrymen  may  be  drawn  from  the  ^t, 
thittipooa  recent  occasion,  when  Lord  WeUtngton 
paid  a  visit  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  be  was  received  aboat 
a  mil^  from  the  town;  by  a  picqoet  of  ^cbildren,  from 
dght  tonme  years  of  age,  who  were  armed  with  masAl 
masquets'  and  side  arms  ;  and  on  entering  upon  the 
bridge  he  was  received  in  a  similar  manner,  with  th# 
addition  of  an  infant  band  of-  mwic  ;  with  whicb  his 
Lordship  was  so  much  delighted  that  be  dismounted, 
and  inarched  at  tlie  head  of  his  juyeiiile  band  of 
bonour  into  the  town,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
populace. 

Ou  arriving  at  the  principal  square,  a  Spanish  lady 
presented  his  Loi-dship*  with  a  hoUegay,  lieautifuliy 

embroidered 
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e^mbi^idei^d  And  i^tVoaiide<iby  a  bot*der,  ^on- ' ^hjch 
wcm  these  words :— J"  To  the- ever  vkftomds  ar>d  idi- 
mortal  WisUmgUin,  Bdke  <>f  CJiwIad  Rodrtj^o  2  tM^ifi 
^offev'ed  by  lEi  Spant^  \fidy^  gratefol  for  the  Mking*  of 
the  two  bulwaVkji  of  Cnstile  and  Estremddura." 

As  every' atiecd^le of  one  so  rerered  and  honoured, 
'pa;rtfcutarty  -wheii  characteristic  of  tuen  and  of  the 
lining,  mast  H^e  interestitig,  wd-  cannot  pass  oTer'  a 
recent  dieiineation  of  the  circtimstaii)€ei^  atleadkig  tiie 
eotranee  into' i^adrid  y  fmMy  conc^mng,  as  h«ls  been 
'Already  obsiirvedi  thut  they  vf\\\  be  putiitied  wi4;b  iii- 
tere«t,  notwitiistaiidingf  the  length  o(  titj^e  which  tiM 
idapsed  si«i06  their  oconrrbice, 

^  Frbm  the  n^igbbocvrhood  of  the  Fa}ace  of  ^Ci^ 
'mlf  1  reached  the  avenaes  df  this  magmficeiit  city 
on  the  t2th|  at  a  lifttle  befoi^  i;welve  o'dcM^k  at  noori. 
For  the  last  league,  I  was  received  by  the  peeple 
"with-  lottd  sicclaoiatieiis  j  and  #11*  reaching  the  Artk 
leowimg  to^  the- eiftd  4if  the  city,  itv  whkh  the  myal 
mrface  19  sitaatecl,  I  *  found  a  ktne  fortb<d!  by:  t^wo 
Spanish  regtmetits  of  Ii0rse>  afid-  a  hrigsnie  of  Mr 
^hewvj  cavalry.    '  •:«_.;  i 

*^  ix)rd  Wellington  soon  arrived,  andltfdHbWed 
•closje  upon  biastad^  wbich  was  not  Qom^pous*:  and 

tfois,ikt  a  fewpaoes  fl-omihintr  witnessed  Usrecep* 
ition>  He  was>  dfiessdd  in  a  plains  blue  ^gwat  cotri:,  %ith 
4«is  G^neraUs  hafti  bound  with 'white  ostrich  feather. 

He  looked  remarkably >  well  ;  but  from  the  pliiiiiiie^s 
^of  his  dress,  and  the 'smalWss  of  his^  retinae,  he  wiis 

not  imttyedlately  reeoghiied.  ^till  •  the^'  party  w^s 
i^Bnglisfa  J  and  front  <tbe  crowds  mtbe  .streets^we 
-^efsed  as  well  as  fr6m  the  balconies  and  wrndowis^f 
^well  dressed  people,  the  load  vims  and  acctatnatK^^ 
*caosed  a  sensation  ^ of  pleasure  only  e<]tialle<l<  by  th^r 
towfSk  feeling  >^n  due  occasion.  But  whe»,  by  my- 
<pblf  and  otherp  in  the  suit,  it  wlu»  exptained  i^iit  th^ 

Spaniards  now  beheld  the  Ddceof  -Ciud'ad  Rodrigi, 
-the  s^nsatibn  was  indleseribable  j^^-^-^bfli^dkerclM^  wav- 

log' from  «)>otQr*'liats  t^^r^^wn  iriithe  ^ttr^^-^e^H^ry  ^tve 

pressing 
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presftiog  forward  to  mark  well  tbe  General-in-Chief, 
amidst  a  noiae  that. drowned  those  acclamations  of 
satisfaction  and  delight  that  every  mouth  uttered  : — 
men^  women,  children,  embracing  us  with  marks 
almost  of  adoration,  welcomed  us  to  their  city^  with 
expressions  of  the  most  heart-felt  satisfaction, 

**  The  Earl  with  delight  turned  to  tbe  animated 
.gpoupes ;  and  repeatedly  taking  off  his  hat,  seemed 
to  tlMink  them  for  that  enthusiastic  display  of  their 

Eatriotisro.  .  This  all  passed  in  a  city  most  striking'ly 
eautiful ;  Ihe  houses  of  which^  mostly  white,  are  well 
and  regularly  ^  built,  and  on  this  occasion  were  orna« 
mented,  even  to  the  upper  stories,  with  silk  and  muslin 
draperies  of  tbe  gayest  colours,  and  of  the  richest  and 
most  costly  materialjs,  ,suspended  from  the  windoiys  ; 
.the  balconies  being  fentooned  with  the  fame  materials, 
in  the  most  fahoif^  manner,  occasionally  displaying 
rich  tapestry,  and  the  whole  filled  with  the  animated 
.figures  of  th6  delighted  inhabitants,  in  whose' couote- 
nancea  joy  manifested  itself  iua  thousand  forms*  Nor 
must  I  omit,  that  the  elegant  costume  of  the  Spanish 
women,  as  well  as  their  beauty,  added -to  the  ejroctof 
the  whole. 

'*  liord  Wellington  entered  the  town-house,  or  rather 
that  of  the  municipality,  and  I  proceeded  though  the- 
city  to  a  coffee-house,  to  procure  refreshment.  I 
passed  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  my  observations 
as  to  the  reality  of  the  satisfaction  so  conspil:suou$  in 
tbe  appearance  of  the  people,  and  I  feel  confident  that 
it  is  general  itnd  unfeigned.  The.  city  was.  illuminated 
last  night,  and  will  be  so  for  the  two  ensuing.  Thei 
concourse  of.  people  in  the  streets  on  this  eccasion  is 
immense,  and  tfie  scene  is  brilliant  and  lively  beyond 
description.  We  are  received  wherever  we.  go  with 
acclamation,  and  invitations  ar» pressed  upon  us  from 
all  quarters  ;  in  short,  we  seemed  to  be  admitted  iiito 
the  bosom  of  this  people/* 

The  general  accounts  from  aU^  pArts  of  the  Feniti- 

aula  have  loiig  been  highly  promising  to  the  Spanish 

causCf 
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c^use«  At  Aticant,  '^ancl  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  south-east  part  of  Spain,  as  soon  as  the  Sicilian  , 
expedition  arrived,  all  the  inhabitants  shewed  them- 
selves in  the  best  spirits;  and  evinced  the  greatest 
confidence,  and  declared  their  readiness  to  meet  the 
enemy,  when  Mr.  Tupper,  the  flnglish  consul  resident 
there^  first  issued  a  proclamation,  announcing  the  re- 
cent glorious  events  at  Salamanca  and  Madrid,  and 
callingupentbe  Valencians  to'rise  in  a  niass,  and  de- 
stroy the  invaders  in  every  practicable  way. 

A  new  coinage  was  issued  at  Madrid,  in  the  name 
of  Ferdinand  VII. ;  and  there  the  organization  of  a 
regular,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  vigorous,  government, 
has  been  rapidly  gping  on. 

In  fact,  we  may  now  see  that  the  Spamsh  character, 
as  fdr  as  their  antipathies  to  the  English  were  con- 
cernedt  has  been  for  some  time  undergoing  a  change. 
They  have  now  learned  to  regard  our  troops  in  the 
true  light  of  deliverers;  and  no  longer  distrustful  of 
the  English  heretic,  the  Spanish  Christian  is  proud  of 
lighting  by  his  side. 

.  It  is  proper  to  say  ^  word  or  two  of  the  GQeriilas^ 
^ho  have  been  already  so  often  mentioned  ;  and  per-* 
haps  their  present  state  may  be  best  described  from  a 
letter  written  on  the  spot^  which  observes^  that  with 
respect  to  the  Guerillas,  Mina  is  the  niiost  conspicuous 
of  their  chiefs;' his  army  consists  of  seven  or  ^ight 
thousand  men,  of  whom  2000  are  cavalry.  !Eie  keeps 
nearly  six  thousand  with  Jiim  at  bis  head-quarters, 
which  are  in  the  vicinity  of  Pampluna;  the  remain* 
der  are  detached  on  different  services.  The  whole  of 
the^e  troops  are  in  excellent  discipline  particularly 
the  cavalry,  and  are  well  clothed,  well  fed,  and  re- 
gularly paid  every  four  days.  ,  His  position  has  long 
been  particularly  annoying  to  the  French^  as  it  obliges 
them  to  keep  a  numeroiis  gai*rison  at  Pampluna,  and 
to  have  almost  an  army  to  escort  their  convoys  to  and 
from  France.  He  likewise  attacks  their  foraging 
parties,  and  has  frequently  of  late  driven  them  to  the 
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very  gates  of  that  town.  His  troops  are  entii'eiy  de* 
voted  to  hiniy  and  place  the  utQiost  confidence  in  his 
abilities,  he  has  constantly  either  led  them  to  victory , 
or»  where  opposed  by  superior  force,  has  withdrawn 
them  with  little  loss.  Although  constantly  in  action, 
nnd  consequently,  meeting  with  daily  losses,  ntilt  hii^ 
army  increases  in  numbers^. 

He  has  of  late  received  considerable  pecuniary 
assistance  from  the  Spanish  governmehl,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  booty  occasionally  taken  from  the 
French,  and  the  revenue  raised  in  that  part  of  the 
country  which  he  occupies,  enables  him,  with  econo- 
my, to  pay  his  troops  regularly.  He,  of  late,  has 
rarely  declined  to  meet  the  French  xfvt  equal  terms: 
and  the  enthusiasm  and  valour  of  his  tj-oops  have  jus- 
tified himiin  so  doing ;  having  almost  invariably  come 
off  with  advantage.  These  actions  cost  dear;  butit 
shews  his  troops  what  they  are  equal  to  when  ably 
conducted. 

With  respect  to  the  other  Guerillas  corps  it  mfist 
be  confessed,  indeed,  that  they  are  far  inferior,  though 
certainly  the  men  all^  possess  the  necessary  qualitie.<? 
for  making  excellent  soldiei's.'.  The  officers  have  all 
risen  in  the  same  manner  as  Mina ;  but  then  they 
either  have  not  equal  abilities,  or  perhaps  have  not 
bad  the  same  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  military  profession :  they  are,  however,  willing,  * 
and  endeavour  to  learn  ;  they  do  not,  consequently, 
ever  venture  to  meet  the  French  at  a  charge,  or 
where  manoeuvring  is  necessary.  The  men  are  be- 
sides badly  clothed,  scarcely  ever  receiving  any  pay, 
and  what  is  worse,  are  most  miserably  fed.  -  These 
various  corps  are  known  by  the  name  of  their  chiefs. 
Longa  bas'  4,000  men ;  Don  Caspar,  1500:  Reno- 
vales^s,  Porlier's,  and  Campello^s  corps  are  estimated 
as  making  up  the  whole  12,000.  This  forms  the 
army  under  Mendizabel,  which  has  Been  so  long  active 
in  the  northern  provinces. 
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The  state  of  the  French  army  m  Spain,  even  at 
this  period,  may  be  drawn  from  a  communication 
from  a  person  on  the  spot,  in  whieb  he  declares  that 
livithout  seeing  the  various  places,  it  was  impossible 
to  conceive  its  actual  state,  or  the  slight  tenure  by 
which  the  enemy  held  it.  In  most  of  the  small  towns^ 
and  in  every  town  which  jvas  a  post  town,  there  were 
^complete  fortifications.  .  This  it  seems  was  found  ne- 
cessary, not  only  to  prevent  surprise  from  the  Gue- 
rillas, but  also  to  overawe  the  natives — in  all  cases, 
the  church' or  convent,  in  tlie  centreof  the  village^ 
^ith  six  or  eight  of  the  nearest  house$>  were  formed 
into  a  place  of  arms  or  castle;  and  this  was  generally 
rarrounded  by  pne,  two  or  three  walls,  and  as  many 
ditches.  In  the  middle  of  the  main  street,  there  were 
always  a  wall,  gateway,  and  trenches ;  and  opposite 
every  avenue  to  the  place,  more  trenches  and  logs  of 
.  wood  laid  across — and  all  the.  walls  every  where  loop^ 
bi>led. 

They  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  work  at  these  walls, 
and  forbade  them  on  pain  of  death,  going  out  of,  or 
coming  into  the  village  after  dark — yet  notwith- 
standing all  this,  there  were  few  places  where  the  Gue- 
rillas did  not  attack  them. 

At  every  post  town  or  villdg*e  there  were  200  men 
stationed,  and  by  these  the  mail  was  always  escorted 
frona  place  to  place,  in  parties  of  100  dragoons  :  yet 
it  must  be  confessed  that  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
poor  inhabitants  often  dreaded  t{be  Guerillas  as  much 
as  the  French,  for  they  levied  contributions  on  th^m, 
and  plundered  them  most  unmercifully. 

We  shall  now  close  with  a  recent  statement  of  the 
w^hole  hostile  and  allied  force  in. the  Peninsula^  which 
has  been  lately  published,  and  which  we  believe  may 
|)e  considered  as  very  correct. 

The  existing  condition  of  the  concerns  qf  Spain, 

pccasibned  by  the  valour  of  the  allied  arnfies,  and  the 

unparalleled  skill  and  activity  of  their  commander, 

certainly  promises  the  fairest  issue  );q  t|ie  contest  there. 

'  4  B  3  Success 
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Success  itself  is  d  most  operative  cause  in  the  producr 
lion  of  success;  and  when  affairs  have  once  proceed 
ed  in  a  certain  train  for  some  time,  'they  will  have  acf 
quired  an  inclination  to  continue  in  that  course, — ^ 
degree  of  velocity  beyond  that  imparted  to  them  by 
the  hand  of  their  director, — which  it  is  difficult  tq 
stop.  Yet  must  we  not  believe,  even  with  all  these 
favouring  circumstances,  ttiat  we  are  beyond  the 
reach  or  possibility  of  sustaining  a  check  in  this  Pe- 
ninsnla,-i^that  we  have  so  beaten  down  opposition 
that  it  can  never  again  lift  the  head  against  us.  •  In 
truth,  such  are  the  comparative  numbers  of  the  con- 
tending armies  in  Spain,  that  if  we  had  never  yet  met 
the  enemy,  and  had  never  given  th^ip  a  proof  of  our 
mettle,  they  might  reasonably  ehougl^  looking  only  to 
their  own  forces,  have  soppo^ed  themselves  able  to 
drive  us  from  the  field;  and  we  verily  believe  that 
Ix)rd  Wellington  and  his  firmy  are  the  only  General 
and  troops  in  £urope,  against  whom  Sou  It  would  not 
march  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  fucpess,  instead 
.  of  circuitously  skulking «'  like  a  guilty  thief  through 
the  kingdoms  of  Grenada,  Murcia,  and  Valencia; 

From  the  Peninsula  a  variety  of  Papers  .have  been 
received,  which  enables  us  to  throw  some  light  upoii 
the  actual  state  of  tlie  allied  and  of  the  eoeqny's  forces 
in  that  quarter. 


-» 


1.  THE  BHITISH, 

.  Rank  anci,  file  efi«ctiv«. 

British^  under  Lord  Wellington  and  Geu.  HiU    40,000 

under  General  JVlaitland ^..  6,000 

Garrisons  of  Cadi;s  and  Carthagena.;:..  6,000      . 

Total  EflfcctiTe  British 52,000 

Portuguese  Total  Eti'ectives 24,000 

Total  disposable  Brttish  and  Portuguese  ....;... 76,000 


2.  spxiAisn 


/ 


MARaCIS  OF  WELLINGTON.;  565 

- 1  '  ■  .11, 1 •  — 

Spanish  armies* 

^ : ^,-       .  ■  .  .     .... 

r  -■  -  ■  ■  ■       '  -*■'  •-''■ 

2.  SPANISH  ARMIES. 

The  1st  army  >is  stationed  in  Catalonia,  noder  the 
general  command  of  General  Lacy.  This  army 
laiBoants  to  17,000  men  ;  of  which  number  6000  are 
in  the  garrisons  of  Montserrat,  Vich,  Manresa,  Car- 
dona,  and  at  some  other  parts  of  less  importance.  The 
disposable  army,  amounting  to  11,000  men  is  thus 
{distributed  : —  . 

Under  Lacy's  immt*diate  command  — .....  3000 

Eroles     --• ^..3000 

Sartseld. .;..... 3000 

l^ovira,  the  Conqueror  of  Figueras .  2000 

.       ''       .  — :; — i 

11,000 

The  2nd  army  is  that  of  Valencia ;  the  8rd  army  is 
the  army  of  Murcia.  Both  of  these  were  under  the 
command  of  O'Donnel,  who  was  lately  defeated  by 
General  Parispe,  at  Castella.  They  are  now  under 
!the  orders  of  ^lio,lhe  late  Viceroy  at  Monte  Video  : 
including  Koche's  division.  Thesetwo  armies  amount 
to  18,001)  men  ;  pf  which  number  11,000  are  disposa- 
ble and  eflfective.      ^         ' 

The  4th  army  is  that  of  Andalusia,  and  is  com- 
manded by  Ballasteros. ;  It  amounts  to  23,000  men, 
of  which  Ballasteros  has  isOOO;  there  are  14,000  men, 
at  the  Isla  de  Leon,  at  Tarifi'a,  and  at  Seville, 

The  5th  army  is  in  Estremadura,  and  is  command- 
ed by  Monsalud,andold  Spanish  officer,  and  Captain- 
General  of  th'e  province.  Under  him  are  Murillo, 
the  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur,  and  Downe;  and  the 
total  force,  including  the  garrison  of  Badajoz,  where 
the  head-quarters  are,  and  where  General  Monsalud 
is  stationed,  is  7000  men.  . 

The  6th  army  is  the  army  of  Gallicia,  and  amounts 
to  12,000  effectives.  This  includes  the  force  under 
Porlier  ftnd  Santocilds,  and  is  under  the  general  di- 
rection of  General  Castanos.     There  is  also  the  corps 

under 
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under  the  command  of  Don  Carlos  D'Espana,  which 
cannot  certainly  exceed  4000  men. 

The  7th  army  is  that  of  Asturias,  dnd  is  conimapd- 
ed  by  Mendizable,  having  under  him  Renovates. 
This  force  does  not,  it  is  believed,  exceed  8000  ef- 
factives* 

ABSTRACT^     INCLUDING  GAUKfSONS. 

Ist  Army. .*. .   1 7,000  '  Catalonia  ..^ Lacy>  CommaDder 

2d  and  3cl  ••  18,000  Murcia  and  Valencia  ..El io, 

4th  Army   ,.28,000  Andalusia     ...^Ballastero^ 

5th  Army    ..     7,00Q  Estremadura    ........Monsalad, 

6h  Army    ..12,000  Gailicia     ...Castanos, 

7th  Army   ;.     3^000  Asturias    •...••« Mendi^abelj 


Corp.  under)     ^^^    ^  j  ;j 
Espana      ) 


Tpf4l     84,000 

To  tilis  let  us  add  the  Guerilla  parties, 

Mina ^ 3000  in  Navarre, 

Duran        ..v... 2500  Arragon. 

'  'Montijp  (a  Grandee)  ..  2500  Valencia. 

Villacampa       .•«.....  3000  Arragon. 

The  Empecinado     ..••  lOOO  Guadalaxar^i. 

Martinez  ............  1500  La  Mane  ha. 

Bassrcourt        ..••....  2000  Cuenca. 

Don  Julian  Sanchez,.^.  1500 

Total    15,000 1     g 
The  detached  parties        5,000  5    ^"'^^^ 
Add  regular  troops  ......^. ..,.     84,000 

'    Total  Spanisih  regulars  and  irregulars  104,000 
Add  the  British  and  Portuguese  ..1.     76,000 

Total  Allied  Armies,...    )80,000 

The  composition  of  ihis  large  force  is  understood 
not  to  be  equal  to  its  aniount;  find  the  British  and 
Portuguese  are  alone^  perbf^ps,  to  bi^  yet  depended 
upon  in  action  with  the  French,  ^^t  the  same  time, 
many  of  the  Spanish- corpsi  both  regular  and  irregu- 
lar, have  displayed  great  bravery  ^g^in$t  (b@  French 
apdmqst  every  day  improve, 

3.  THU 


f 


■» 


« 


• 


V 


MARQUIS  OF  WEl-LINGTON.  567 

-      '  "  ■  '     ' 

'    -     French  armies.  * 


-  3,   THE  FRENCH. 

EiSectWe. 

1st.  The  Army  of  So^lt 45,000. 

2ad.  The  Army  of  Sachet^  amoants  to....     96,000. 

Suchet  has  undei^  hiscommami  the  provinces  of 
Valencia,  Upper  and  Lower  Arragon,  and  New  Arra- 
^on  ;  which  latter  province  contains  that  part  of  the 
province  of  Catalonia,  to  the  westward  of  Balaguer, 
Cervera,^and  Viila  Franca ;  and  includes  the  cities  of 
T»rrag^ona  and  Tortosa,  which  is  Sochet's  principal 
depot,  and  is  strongly .  fortified.  The  remainder  of 
the  province  of  Catalonia  is  annexed  to  France,  and 
is  under  the  orders  of  General  Decaen,  who  lately 
was  Governor-General  of  the  Mauritius. 

Siichefs  corps  is  thas  divided  : — 

In  Valencia: 9,000 

Upper  Arragon      •-•  6,000 

Lower  Arragon      •.••...•  5,000 

New  Arragon 6,000 

Total,  w..  26,000 

Of  this  force  10,000  men  are  stationed  in  the  different 
.garrisons  of  Tarragona,  Torto,sa,  and  Mequinenza,  in 
New  Arragona  :  those  of  Saragossa,  Huesca,  Balbas-. 
tro,  Benavane,  Monson,  Benaschi,  Jaca,  and  the 
Cinco  Vi1laj<  in  Upper  Arragon  :  the  garrison  of  Va- 
lencia, (400  men  only,)  and  the  garrisons  of  Caltayud 
Daroca,  Alcanitz,  Caspe,  Morella,  and  Ternel,  in 
Lower  Arragon.  The  French  in  the  towns  of  Sara- 
gossa, and  of  Vtilencia,  have  destroyed  the  works  of 
the  towns,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  citadels, 
which  they  have  strengthened  by  ditches  and  other 
works  :  and  which  thev  are  thus  able  to  maintain 
with  a  small  force.  The  disposable  force  under  Su* 
chet  is  therefore  16,000  men. 

3rd.  The  army  of  Catalonia,  under  General  Decaen, 
amounts  to  20,000  men  :  pif  which  13,000  are  in  the 

Earrisons  of  Figueras,  Bascara,  Olot,  Rosas,  Gerona, 
labisbal,  Falamos,  Hostalrich,  and  B.arcelona.     But 
from  these  garrisons  Decaeh  can,  and  does^  whei)  ne- 

I  cessary. 
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ressary,  withdraw  4000  .men/ so  that  his  disposable 
force  may  be  11,000  men. 

4th.  The  army  in  Navarre,  which  is  a  separate 
command,  amounts  to  9000  men,  of  which  ^000  are 
in  the  garrison  of  Pampluua  and  other  posts. 

5th.  The  army  of  the  North,  under  CafTarelti, 
amounts  to  9000  men,  of  which  7000  are  effectives. 

6th.  The  remains  of  Marmont*s  army  amount  to 
S0,000  men,  of  which  15,000  are  disposable,  and  the 
remainder  forms  the  garrisons  of  Burgos,  Pancorbo^ 
Yittoria  and  other  posts. 

7th.  The  army  under  Joseph,  lately  called  that  of 
the  "  Centre,"  is  certainly  10,000  men,  and  is  com- 
manded by  Marshal  Jourdan. 

• 

ABSTACT. 

A     u  (Soath  of  Spain,'at   >  4'e/wv\ 

Soult......^.....  { ^         1      r  *>     --•-  45,()0() 

(  Grenada  at  present ) 

Sucbet      Valemia    36,000 

,  Decaen     Catalonia 20,000 

NavarYe Pampeluiia    : ..........*     9,000 

Caflkrelli Arroy.of  tUe  Morth 9,000    : 

Marmont    Burgos , 30,000 

Joseph      ...Valencia    10,000 

Total.. -.139,000 
Of  which  ther«  are  in  garrisons     32,000 

Total 107,000 

So  that  the  French  disposable  force  may  certainly 
be  estimated  at  100,000  men  :  this,  however,  under 
t(he  present  circumstances  of  Europe,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  is  not  so  preponderant  a  force  as  to  pai^li2e 
the  aHied  exertions  ;  so  that  we  may  rationally  look 
for  further  opportunities  of  recording_future  victories, 
and  of  hailing  an  established  era  in  the  Inbepend* 

£NCE  OF   THE  PbnINSUI-A, 


THE  END  OF  VOL.  I. 


INDEX, 


A. 

ABERCROM  BY,  General, 
gallantry  of,  41. 

Ahniednaghur,  and  its  siege,  120, 

Atbuera,  battle  of,  410. 

Atdea  de,  Ponte.  battle  of,  424. 

•Ally  Ghur,  battle  of,  13£r. 

Almarez,  gallant  attack  on,  by  Sir 
Rowland  Hill,  457. 

Almeida,  capture  of,  344. 

———  blockaded,  399  ;  siege, 
409. 

A-losty  curious  military  anecdote 
of,  34. 

Anecdotes,  of  Wellesley  family, 
25  ;  of  Marquis  of  Wellesley, 
26;,  of  expedition  to  Brittany, 
S8 ;  of  Duke  of  York,  29 ;  of 
French  cruelty,  30 ;  of  siege 
of  Tournay,    ib.     of    repubfi- 

•  can  plunder,  33 ;  military,  of 
Alost,  34;  of  Col<Hiel  Doyle, 
35 ;  of  a  gallant  private  solaier, 
7  ;  of  Duke  of  York,  40 ;  of 
Genera]  Pichegru,  43 ;  of  Bom- 
mel,  44 ;  of  Dutch  inhospitality, 
45  ;  of  the  siese  of  Grave,  48  ; 

-  of  retreat  of  me  British  army, 
52 ;  of  humanity  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  54 ;  of  General  Harris, 
66;  of  Colonel  Dunlop,  76;  of 
forlorn  hope,  ^6;  of  TippooSaib, 
S 1 ;  of  French  republican  offi- 
cers, 84 ;  of  ancient  Princes  of 
Mysore,  95 ;  of  Scindiah,  108  ; 
of  Monsieur  Perron,  110;  of 
Holkar,.  112;  of  the  assault  of 
Abmednaghur,  123;  of  Lord 
Lake,  137;  of  Colonel  Lake, 
138  ;  of  Lord  Cathcart,  151 ;  of 
Pakenham  family,  153;  of  the 
battle  of  Roskin,  164;  of  the 
siege  of  C-openhagen,  166;  oi 
Spanishr  Royal  Family,  175  ;  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  181 ;  of  in- 
surrectton  at  Madrid,  182  ;  of 
French  massacre  at  Madrid,  1&4 ; 
24. 


of  not,  191  ;  of-Loison,  194; 
of  French  atrocity  ^t  Leyrta, 
198  of  the  halllfe  of  Roleia; 
203  of  Colonel  Lake,  204  o. 
Sir  Harry  Burrard,  207  ;  of  Co- 
lonel Taylor,  210;  of  General 
Ferguson,  211;  of  General  Kcl- 
lemhan;  214;  of  the  Convention 
ofCintra,215;  of  Vimiera,  &c. 
218;  of  General  Palafox,  232; 
of  Joseph  Buonaparte,  234;  of 
Marshal  Ney,  235  ;  of  Don  Ju- 
lian, 23o;  of  Sir  John  Moore, 
.  239,  251  ;  of  General  H6pc, 
244 ;  of  Sir  David  Baird,  246 : 
of  Lord  Proby,  250 ;  of  Lord 
Paget,  258  ;  of  Buonaparte,  260; 
of  Major  Roberts,  261';  of  Ge- 
neral Stewart,  262 ;  oi  General 
Anstruther,  263  ;  of  the  death  of 
Sir  John  Moore,  and  of  the  bat* 
tie  of  Coruhna,  269 ;  of  Cdonel 
Symes,  270 ;  of  the  battle  of  the 
Douro,  28 1 ;  of  Marshal  Soult, 
284 ;  of  French  plunder,  286  ; 
of  Marshal  Victor,  294  ;  of  Ge- 
neraJ  M'Keuzie,  297  ;  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wilson,  307 ;  of  Sebastiani^ 
327 :  of  Augereau,  333 ;  of  Ge- 
neral Craufurd,  335;  of  Reg- 
nier,  340;  of  General  Picton» 
350;  of  General  Leith,  357; 
of  General  Simon,  352;  of  a 
solder's  life,  369 ;  of  Marquis 
Romana,  373;  of  the  battle  of 
Barrosa,  383 ;  of  the  Frenclr  re* 
treat  from  Portugal,  386,  390 } 
of  the  battle  of  Albuera,  412  f  of 
Sir  Williani  Myer«,  413 ;  of  Co* 
lonel  Duckworth,  414;  of  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange, 
425 ;  of  Sir  Rowland  11  ill,  4d7  ; 
of  the  surprisal  c^  Gene)ral  Gi- 
rardK430  ;  of  Joseph's  ludicroua 
distresses,  433;  ot  Gen:  Crau« 
furd,  439;  of  the  assault  of  Ba- 
ijo2>  448  ;  of  ManBont^  473  : 
4G  Jl 
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of  th«  battle  of  Salamanca,  47^7, 

491  ;  of  General  Le  Marchant, 

47S ;  of  the  siege  of  Cadiz,  525; 

of  Sir  William  Bemford,  552  ; 

of  the  character  and  conduct  o\ 

the  Marquis  of  Wellington, 

550,  adjtnem. 
Anstruther,  anecdotes  of  General, 

263. 
Arapiles  near  Salamanca,  battle  of, 

475. 
Armiev,  state  of  them  in  Spain,  at 

the  close  of  the  work,  565. 
.  Argatim,  battle  of,  1 4 1 . 
Arroyo  de  Molino^  gallant  attack 

on,  429. 
Assye,  battle  of,  127. 
Augereauj  anecdotes  of«  333. 

B. 

Dadajoe,  sieges  of,  410^416,  442. 

6aira  General,  storms  Seringapa- 
tam,  75.     .     - 

Baird,  anecdotes  of  Sir  David, 
246, 

Bardatlel  PuercO,  affair  at,  336. 

Qarro^,  battle  of,  378. 

Bath,  elected  Knight  of  the,  143. 

Battle  of  Alost,  34;  Mechlin, 
39;  of  Boxtel,  40;  of  Tuyl, 
47;  of  Meaeren,  49 ;  ofMalla- 
velly,  6S  i  of  ponaligull,  102; 
of  Assye,  127;  of  Ally  Ghur, 
)3^;  of  Delhi,  136;  of  Ar- 
gaum,  141;  of  Roskeld,  163; 
of  Saragossa,  187;  of  Boleia, 
2201;  of  Vimiera,  207;  of  Co- 
ninua,  S64;  of  the  Douro, 
of  Talaypra,  295  ;  of  Busaco, 
347 ;  of  Barrpsa,  378 ;  of  Fuente 
d'Honoo  4^0 ;  of  Albuera,  410 ; 
of  Fuente  Guinal4o,  420;  of 
Aldea  del  Ponte,  424 ;  of  Sala^ 
manca,  or  Arapiles,  475. 

^yonne^  conduct  of  Buonaparte 
there,  178.  _ 

Beresford,  SirWiUiam,  anecdotes 
of,  552. 

tomrael,  military  anecdotes  of,  44. 
oxtel,  gallant  affair  at,  40. 
Brit:xny,  expedition  to,  28« 
]^itish  lines  o|i  the  Meuse^  attack 

of,  46. 
British  Politics  in  India,  98  ;  vindi- 
cated, 107.    . 
HuQNAPARTB,  bis  attempts  against 


British  Commerce,  158;  conduct 
towards  Spain,  173;  his  impu' 
dent  pioclamatiort  to  Spain,  185; 
anecdotes,  260. 

Busaco,  battle  of,  347. 

Burgos,  Castle  of,  besiejced,  546. 

Burrard,  anecdotes  of  Sir  Harry, 
207. 


c. 


Cadiz,  its  blockade  raised  by  the 
French,  525. 

Caldas,  topographical  anecdotes  of, 
199. 

Carnatio  War  commenced,  64. 

Cathcart,  anecdotes- of  Lord,  151. 

Cevallos,  his  account  of  the  Spa- 
nish revolution,  177. 

Charges  against  the  Marquis  of 
Wellesley,.  153. 

C  intra,  convention  of,  214. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo,  siege  oi^  337, 
435. 

Coa  river,  afiair  on  the  banks  ci, 
343. 

Coimbra,  description  of,  347,  re- 
captured, 358. 

Colley,  family  antiquity  of,  22. 

Compliments,  military,  to  General 
Wellesley,  145. 

Conahgull,  battle  of,  102.     ^ 

Convention  of  Cintra,  215. 

CoPENHAjsBN,  expedition  to,  159  ; 
siege  of,  160 ;  possession  of  the 
fleet,  167  ;  damage,  &c.  168. 

Correspondence,  curious,  of  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  90. 

Cortes,  catling  of,  330. 

Corunna,  battle  of^anddescripUoo^ 
264. 

Cotton,  Sir  ^tapleton,  defeats  the 
enemy's  cavalry  at  Villa  Garcia, 
452. 

Craufurd,  anecdotes  of  Generals, 
335,  439. 

Cruelty,  aqecdot^  of  French,  30. 

D, 

Defeat  of  Dhoondiah,  182. 
Delhi,  battle  of,  136. 
Dhooodiah    Waugh,  Insurrection 

of,  101. 
Don  Julian^  the  Guerilla    chief, 

anecdotes  of,  236, 404. 
Douro,  battle  of  tlie,  279,      . 

Doyle, 
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Doyle,  anecdotes  of  Colonel,  35, 

36. 
Duckworth,  artecdotes  of  lieut. 

CoL4l4. 
Dunlop,  anecdotes  of  CoIoneU76. 
Dutch,   unhandsome  conduct  of, 

43,  45,  55. 


£. 


Enthusiasm  of  the  Spaniards,  186, 
231. 

F. 

Fail  of  Dhoondiah,  103. 
Ferguson,  anecdotes  of  General, 

211.  ^ 
Flanders,  war  in,  29. 
Forlorn   Hope   at    Seringapatam, 

anecdotes  of,  76. 
French  army,  atrocities  of,  331 ; 

&c.  334. 
Frere,  cUploniMic  exertions  of  Mr. 

254. 
Fuente  d'Honor,  battle  of,  400. 
Fuente  Guiualdo,  battle  of,  430« 

G 

(Gallantry  of  thirty-third  regiment,- 

41,  50. 
Gawilghur,  siege  of,  141. 
Gerona,  anecdotes  of,  316. 
Ghent,  plunder  of,  39. 
Girard,  surprise   of    General,    at 

.  Arroyo  de  Molino,  429. 
Graham,    anecdotes    of   General, 

376.  ' 

Grave,  siege  of,  48. 

H. 

Hanovbr,  expedition  to,  158.  . 
Harris,  anecdotes  of  General,  66. 
Hilly  anecdotes  of  Sir  Rowlaod, 

427. 
Hinojosa,  gallant  affair  of  Cavalry 

at,  499. 
Holkar,  anecdotes  of,  112. 
Hope  anecdotes  of  General,  244. 
Honours,  foreig4i,  granted  tg  Lord 

Wellington,  426. 

I. 
India»   historical  obsfrrs^tions  qu^ 


59,    et  seq.   ^neral  state   of^ 
98. 
Inquiry  into  the  convention  of  Cin-* 
tra,  222. 

J. 

Jalnapoor  taken,  124. 

Joseph  Buonaparte,  paltry  conduct 
of,  188;  further  anecdotes,  234 
his    ludicrous    distresses,    433 
evacuates  Madrid,  491 ;  his  im- 
pudent proclamation,  537. 

Jun6t,  anecdotes  of,  191.' 

Junta  of  Spain,  proceedings^  of. 
231., 

K. 

Killerman,  anecdotes  of  General, 
214. 

J- 

Lake,  anecdotes  of  Lord,  1 37. 

Lake,  aneodotes  of  C\>lonel,  138^ 
204.  ' 

Leyria,  anecdotes  of,  197. 

Leith,  anecdotes  of  General,  351. 

Le  Merchant,  anecdotes  of  Gene- 
ral, 478. 

Loison,  anecdotes  of,  194. 

Londcm,  city  of,  presents  thanks 
and  a  sword  to  the  Marquiv 
408.   ' 

M. 

Madrid, unhappy  events  tliere,  U2; 

evacuated  oy  the  French,  188. 
Madrid,again  taken  by  the  French^ 

238 ;  evacuated  by  Joseph,  491 ; 

entered    by   the    British,    506 

occurrences     previous    to    the 

French  retreat,  510. 
MaUavelly,  battle  of,  68. 
Mahrattas,    rise  of   that  state, 

106»  et  sec{. 

aarmont,  anecdotes  of,  473. 
armont's  account  of  the  battle  of 
Salamanca,  481. 
Marriage  of  Sir  Arthur,  153. 
Massacre  at  Madrid,  Anecdotes  of 

184. 
Maxwell,  fall  of  Colonel,  130. 
Mc  Kenzie*  anecdote^  of  Geneial, 
297. 
|4C2'  Mc 
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Me  Kinnon,  anecdotet  of  General) 

439, 
Mf*chlin,  attack  of,  3^., 
Metterin,  affair  at»  49. 
Military  gradations  of  the  Mar- 

quU/l06. 
Moghul  power  usurped  by  French 

aj^ents.   III.  ' 

Moira,  Earl  of,  vindication,  28.    '- 
Mondegobay,  laudinsal,  195. 
Moore,    anecdotes  of  Sir  John, 

939.  251 ;  his  campaign,  243  ; 

his  fall,  267. 
Mortier,  anecdotes  of,  395. 
^Murat,   his  insidious  conduct    at 

Madrid,  176. 
Mvers,  anecdotes  of  Sir  William, 

413. 

N. 

Kaulniah,  advance  to,  126. 
Kegociations  with  the  Mahrattas, 

118. 
Kicam^  treat  v  of  peace  with  him, 

110. 
Key,  anecdotes  of  Marshal,  235. 

O. 


Oath,  constitutional,  of  Spain,  23Q« 

Obidoi^  alTair  at,  200. 

Oporto,  description  of,  and  cap- 
ture, 277. 

Orange,'  gallant  conduct  of  the  I 
hereditary  prince  of,  425. 

Ostcnd,  evaoii^tion  of,  32. 


Portugal,  pretren  or  pafriotisiii 

there,  187;  for  battles  of  Vi- 
niera,  convention  of  Cintra, 
lee.  vide  under  those,  heads; 
sufierings  of  the  people  in '  the 
clearing  of  the  country,  357; 
evacuation  by  the  French,  365; 
386;  unfortunate  affair  of  For- 

Suese  cavalry,  505 ;  good  coa- 
«ct  of  Portuguese  militia,  539. 
Princes,  ancient,  of  India,  re- 
stored by  Britisii  generosity,  S3. 
Proby,  anecilotes  of  Lord,  250. 

,     R. 

Reenter,  anecdotes  of,  340. 
ReHgion  of  India,  60. 
Renovates,  gallant  conduct  of  the 

S  panish  O  eneral  ,501. 
Restoration  of  ancient  princes  of 
I     the  Mysore,  97. 
Restoration  of  the  Peishwah,  117. 
Retreat  ot  .British  army,  anecdotes  - 

of,  52. 
Retreat  of  Hotkar,  115. 
Retreat  of  Moore*s  army,  254. 
Revolution  in  Spain,  177. 
Roberts^  anecdotes  of  Major,  261. 
Roleia,  battle  of,  201. 
Romana,  death  of  the  Marquis  of, 

and  anecdotes,  373. 
Roskildt  batUe  of,  163.' 


P. 

Pafi:et,  anecdotes  of    Lord,  now 

Earl  of  Uxbridge,  25S. 
Pakenham   family,   anecdotes  of, 

153. 
Palafox,  anecdotes  of.  23t. 
Parliament,  Sir  Arthur  tikes  seat 

in,  152^ 

peishwah,  mbellion  agafni  him, 

It 3,  et  seq. 
Perron,anecdotes  of  Mpnsiffur,  1 10. 
Pettah  of  Ahmednaghtir  stormed^ 

121. 


S. 

Salamanca,  taken    by  the  allies. 

462. 
■  battle  of,  475. 
city  of,     its  sufferings 

from  the  French,  494. 
Santarem,  description  of,  ^61,  368, 

386. 
Saragossa,  battle  of,  187. 
Sebastiani,  anecdotes  of,  ^327. 
Schidiaii,  anectlotes  of,  108. 
Selfidenial  of  the  Marquis  of  Wei- 

lesley,  99. 
SEitI^fGAFATAM,  advance  to,  71; 
,   si^ge,  72  ;  assault,  75. 
Seville  taken  by  the  allies,  535. 
j.  Siege  of  Toumay,  30  ;  of  Grave, 

48  ;  of    Seriogapatan),**  72 ;   of 

Ahmednaghur,   120  ;    of  Jalna- 

poor,  124;  of  Allyghur,   136; 

of  Gawilghur,  141  ;  of  Co  pen- 


Pichegru,  anecdotes   of  SeneraL 

42.      -  .  ' 

Picton,    anecdotes     of  General, 

350.  •  ^     ^       ^ ^_ 

Poonah,  saved  from  the  rebels  J   '  Hgen,  160  Voi"  Saragos»a7  ^^  5 
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^  Ceroiw,    3\6;    6f  Ciudad  | 
Kodrigo,    537;     of    Almeida, 
S44 ;  of  Coimbra,  358 ;  of  Al- 
meida, 409;    of  Badajoz,    410, 
4l6;  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  433; 
•of  Badajoz,  442;  of' the  siege 
of  the  forts  at  Salamanca,  465  ; 
of  the  ftetiro  at  Madrid,   508, 
314;  of  Cadiz  raised,  525  ;  of 
Burgos,  546. 
Simon,  anecddtes  of  GetierHl,  352. 
Soldier,  {private,   j^allantry  of,  37. 
Soult,  anecdotes  of  Marshal,  284, 
^FAiN,  cotictuct  of  Buonaparte  in, 
174;  affairs  of  the  royal  ^nily, 
175  ;    r*»voIution    there,     177  ; 
seizurtf  of  the  royal  family,  180  ; 
impudent  proclamation  of  Buo- 
naparte, 185  ;  state  of  the  coud- 
try  in  1808,  229  ;  constitutional 
oaths,  230;  central  junta,  231  ; 
defeats  of   the    patriots  in  the 
north,  237 ;  a^vance.of  Sir  John 
Moore's  army,  247  ;  operations 
•after  the  battle  of  the   Douro, 
and  the  jtunction.  of  the  allied  ar- 
mies, 2S8  ;  arrival  of  the  M^r- 
c|Uts  of  Wellc'*ley,'303  ;  defence 
of  Cadiz,  329  ;    calling  of  the 
Cortes,  330  ;  military  operations 
in  the  South,  332  ;  "increase  of 
the  Guerilla  system;  433  ;   their 
exertions    496 ;    occurrences  at 
Astoria,  and  in  the  north,  500 ; 
addresses    to    the  Juramentados 
and  Uieir  effect,  515  ;  successes  | 
in  the  south  of  Spain,  524 ;  fdr- 
ther  successes  of  the  Guerillas, 

539. 

Speelies,  parliamentary,  Of  Sir  Ar- 
thur, 155,  156,  157,  158,  169, 
170,  172 ;  574. 

Stevenson,  judicious  conduct'  of 
:  Colonel,  103* 

Stewart,anecdo.tes  of  General,  262. 

SuUaunpettah,  attack  of,  73. 

Symes,  anecdotes  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  270. 


T. 

Talavera,  battle  of,  295. 

Taylor,  anecdotes  '  of  Lieutenant 

Colonel,  210. 
Thanks  of  Parliament,  debates  on 

.317,  ' 


Tippoo  SuTfaun,  .{>o1ilic«  of,  6?.    • 

•   Saib,    gallantry  ofj    76* 

his  fall,  78  ;  his  body  fotmd,  81'; 
anecdotes  of,  ib.  his  family  re- 
moved, 86;  bis  throne,  83; 
cruelty,  89. 

Torres  Vedi-as,  lines  of,  described. 
371. 

Tournay,  anecdotes  of  siege  of,  3^ 
Treaty  concludeti  with  Scihdiai,    , 
1 44. . 

Tuyl,  gallant'attack  on,  47/ 

Valladolid,  occupied  by  the  Bf$> 
tish,  496. 

Victor,     anecdotes    oi    Marshal, 

294.      -  * 

Viiia  Garcia,   defeat    of  enemy's 

cavalry,  452. 
Vimiera,  battle  of^  207. 

War  with  Holkar,  147- 

Wellesley,  adoption  of  nanie,S5. 

Wellestey,   Marquis,,  exempiarj 
conduct  of,  20;    political  con-   ' 
duct   in    Iiidia,  91;   arrives  in 
Spain^  26. 

Wellesley,    Marquis^  of,    charges 

against,  153. 
WellijTgtom,     Marquis   of,   an- 
cestry, 22;.bi4th,  26;  entrance 
into  the  army,  27 ;  military  edti- 
cation^  ib.  prooeedsjfor  Flanders, 
31  ;  conduct  at  Alost,   38  ;  ju-    ' 
dicious  conduct  at  fioxtel,  41  ; 
gallant  Condua  of  Metteren,  49 ; 
covers  the  retreat,  56;    arrivaL 
in  England,  57  ;  proceeds  to  In- 
dia, 58  ;  joins  the  army  against 
1  ippoo,  65 ;   gallantry  at.  Mai- 
lavellyy  ^8  ;  services  at  Seringa* 
patani,  72  ;  attacks  the  Suhaun- 
pettah,  73  ;  post  at  the  assauh* 
75  ;  finds  the  body  of  Tippoo, 
81;  takes  the  command  at  Se« 
ringapatam,  85  ;  reinoves  Tipi 
'  poo's  family,  as  one  of  the.com* 
n>issioners,  86;  re-establish  the 
aiK;ient  princes ;  appointed  go* 
vernor.   of    Seringapatam    97  ; 
proceeds     against     Dboondiah 
Waugh,  101  ;  defeats  Dhoondiah 
102 ;  destined  for  specific  ser- 
vice 
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▼ice,  bat  return*  to  Seringapa* 
laiii>  104,  ctscq;  dates  of  imli* 
lary  rank,  106  ;  engages  in  the 
wsr  againit  the  Maaratta  iiiiiuro 
gents,  1 13 :  Savey  Poonali,  116; 
restores  the  PeiBOwah,  U7;  re- 
ceives diplomatic  powers,  118; 
advances  to  Ahmeanaghur,  120 ; 
nsaults  die  Pettali,  121 ;  takes 
Jalnapoor,  124;  advances  to 
Nalilniah,  126 ;  battle  of  Ass^e, 
127 ;  further  proceedings  against 
the  Mahrattas,  139 ;  battle  o/ 
Argaum,  141 ;  sieoe  of  Gawll- 

8 bur,  142 ;  concludes  peace  with 
cindiah,  144 ;  receives  military 
compliments,    &c.     145 ;   pro- 
ceeds to  Bombay,  146,  elected 
knight  of'  the  Batb,  «^48;   re- 
ceives numerous  complimentary 
addresses,  and  leaves  India,  149 ; 
arrives  in  Engbind,  and  proceeds 
to  Hanover,     ISO;    returns  to 
£ngtand,  151  ;  becomes  Colonel 
of  the  33d,  152  ;  takes  a  seat  in 
Fariiament,    153;  marries  Miss 
Pakenham,    ib.    vmdicatcs  his 
brother  in  Parliament,  154 ;  ap- 
pointed   Secretary  In    Ireland, 
158  ;   expedition  to  Copenha- 
gen, 159;  detached  on  separate 
service,   162 ;  defeats  the  Danes 
at  Roschild,  163 ;  surrender  of 
Copenhagen,  167 ;  thanked  by 
tiie  House  of  Commons,  &c. 
169;  official  duties,   170;  pro- 
ceeds to  the  Peninsula,    189; 
lands  at  Mondego^  195;  battle 
of  Roleia,  201 ;  battle  of  Vimi- 
era,  207 ;  superseded  by  Gene- 
rals Burrow,    and » Dairy m  pie, 
213 ;  Conventiop  of  C  intra,  215  ; 
returns  to  England,  216  ;    his 
vindication,  220,  et  sec|  :    fur- 
ther parliamej^ary  speeclies,  &c. 
274  ;  his  padiameiitary  charac- 
ter, 276;  prbceedsa^m  to  the 
Peninsula,    277 ;   defeats  Souk  I 
and  ti^es  Oporto,  279 ;  pursues 
the  French  army,  287 ;  advances 
towards  TaUvera,  292 ;  battle  or 


Talavera,  295  }  retreat  after  the 
battle,  308;  raised  to  the  Peerage, 
315,  441 ;  thanks  of  Parliament, 
317 ;  battle  of  Busaco,  347  ;  re- 
tires  upon  the  lines  of  Torres 
Vedrasr   361  ;   retreat  of    the 
French  at  Santarem,  365,  386  ; 
blockades  Almeida,  399  ;  battle 
oi    Fuente  d'Honor,  402  ;   re- 
ceives thanks  and  a  sword  from 
the  city  of  London,  408  ;  battle 
of   Fuente  Guinaldo,  420  ;  of 
Aldra.del  Ponte,  424;  foreign 
honours,  426;  takes  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo«  435  ;   createtl   an   Earl, 
441  ;  has  an   annuity  settled  by 
Parliament,  443 ;  takes  Salaman- 
ca, 462 ;  further  movements  of 
the  armies,    470  ;    defeats    th« 
French    army  near  Salanianc^ 
475  ;  created  a  marquis,  /"^ 
of  Ciudad  Rbdrigo,   and  k1 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  491 J 
pointed    Generalssihio    of 
Spanish    armhis,  i492;     eni_ 
Valladolid,     496     proceeds  for 
Madrid,  497 ;  enters  the  capital, 
506 ;  enthusiastin  reception,  512; 
proclaims     the    Spanish     Con- 
stitution,   514  ;    &c.    advances 
against  the  French  troops  in  the 
north, '  542  ;    drives  them  from 
Valladolid    and     Burgos,  545 ; 
and  besieges   the  castle  of  the 
latter  place,    546  :    further  oc- 
currences of  the  siege,  and  Con' 
elusion     with     character    and 
copious  anecdotes. 
Wilson,  anecdotes  of  Sir  Robert, 
307,313. 

Y, 

York,  -  Dukfc  of,     his  campaigns, 
&c.  29,  40,54,57. 


Z. 


Zenana  at  SeringapataiU,  search  ^ 
87. 
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Containing  an  Impartial  acJcount  of  the  Battlk  of 
Waterloo— The  iecond  capture  of  Paris  by  the  al^ 
tiis— Surrender  of   Bonaparte^Restoration  of    th« 

'    Soorbons, 


restoration. of  the  Bonrbon  family  to  the  throne  of  France,  m 
on  of  Louis  the  XVI Uth.  was  effected  by  the  valour  and  per* 
aucre  of  the  allied  armies,  and  the  splenciid  campaiia^ns  of  the 
e  of  Wellington.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  owed  the  preservation  of 
his  life  to  the  generosity  and  clemency  of  his  conquerors;  he  who 
bad  shown  no  mercy,  received  mefcy« 

The  exile  of  Elba,  when  in  the  possession  of  his  usurped  power, 
paid  little  regard  to  those  treaties  which  he  had  solemnly  guaranteed* 
It  was  tkt^  therefore  to  be  expected  that  in  his  fallen  state,  he  would 
be  bound  by  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau.  It  was  in  the  evening  of 
February  26,  1815,  that  he  left  Porto  Ferrajo,  and  landed  near 
Cannes,  on  March  1 .  Upon  the  news  of  this  extraordinary  manoeuvre 
reaching  Paris,  Louis  having  placed  the  Duke  De  Berri  in  com* 
laand,  left  the  Thuilleries,  and  upon  the  near  approach  of  the  Ex* 
Emperor,  he  also  quitted  the  capital. 

No  sooner  did  Bonaparte  re-appear  in  Paris,  th^n  he  employed 
every  means  to  organize  the  army — at  every  quarter,  troops  were 
embodied  and  dispatched  to  the  frontiers — in  a  few  days  France  wa9 
formed  into  a  vast  camp— -a  numerous  army  moved  towards  Belgium 
— the  powers  of  Europe  knew  too  well  the  character  of  their  enemy 
to  deliberate  one  raeroenl,  on  the  part  they  had  to  take  ;  declarations 
issued  frora  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  to  announce  their  determination. 
The  intercourse  from  France  was  most  carefully  intercepted,  whilo 
immense  armies  were  approaching  its  frontiers.  Happily  for  Eng- 
land— happily  for  the  future  repose  of  the  world — the  command  of 
the  Belgian  army  was  given  to  the  illustrious  Duke  of  Wellington.* 

Bouiiparte  set  off  to  head  bis  army  on.  June  13 ;  and  on  the  16tb, 
be  made  an  attack  on  the  English  army,  between  Nivelle  and  Ge« 

*  The  following  is  a  stattnicnt  of  the  combined  British,  Hanoverian  and  Bel- 
gic  army,  under  the  command  of  tba  Duke  uf  Wellington  ;  38,000  Britbb,  8,000 
King'f  Genaao  Lef  ion,  14,000  Hanoverians,  and  !il9,000  Belgians. 

•  nappt« 
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nappe.  He  collected  to^rether  the  first  six  corps  of  the  Preach 
army,  and  u  K'^at  hody  of  his  cavalry,  which  he  posted  between  the 
riverM,  Sambre  and  the  roeuse.  He  then  made  an  attack  upon  the 
Prussians,  encamped  at  Tjhuin  and  at  Lobec,  on  the  Sambre  ;  the 
Prussians  made  n  brave  resistance,  bat  were  driven  from  their  posi- 
tion on  that  river.  The  l^reuch  now  captiuced  Charleroi,  and  Gieoe- 
ral  Lutens  who  commanded  there,  retired  to  Fleurus;  Prince 
Bluclier  in  the  mean  while,  concentrated  his  army  upon  theSambte, 
Mdingr  Ih?  yillas^es  of  St.  Amand  aud  Li^^ny  in  his  frpnt.  On  Tiuvsr 
d»y  June  15,  MLar«)lial  Bluclier  dispat«:hed  a  courier  to  firusself^  to 
n|iprize  Ihe  inhabitants,  that  hoHtilities  had  poaiuieuGed.  The  JDvke 
of  Wellington  was  at  the  moment  engaged  Swith  a  par^y  of  oiffic^rs, 
having  just  finished  dinner,  it  was  in  the  dead  of  the  night  when 
Ihe  drums  suddenly  beat  to  arms,  this  was  in  consequence  of  a  second 
courier  having  arrived  from  Blucher,  commnnicatinu:  the  unpU 
intelligence,  tliat  the  enemy  had  taken  Charleroi.  All  Brussel 
in  motion,  and  the  effect  produced,  can  be  better  conceived  thj 
acribed.  Those  iine  Highland  regiments,  the  48d  and  ftdd 
first  that  marched  out  of  the  o^ace.  The  men  were  in  the^ii 
and  in  high  spirits ;  •elevated  hy  many  a  merry  tane,  played  b\ 
bagpipes.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  4iefore  he  lelt  BrusseU, 
served,  *'  That  as  BIncher  had  most  likely -Mltled  the  k 
should  perhaps  be  back  to  dinner." 

The  Britisrfi  iroof>s  in  their  march,  Ml  in  4ith  the  French  at 
Fk'tirus.  The  hootch  regiments  sustained  the  enemy's  xfhnv^  a»4 
nndaiifited  valour,  hut  4hey  anfiered  dreadiuHy  ;  the  iVeutdi  ^vere 
greatly  superior  innmnbers. 

On  ^Saturday,  Jnne  17,  the  Duke  of  WeHing^on  fell  4)m$k  ahool- 
seven  miles  npon  Waterloo,  iti  erdor  to  take  up  a  •posilton  «eve 
favourable  (or  the  cavalry,  and  frem  ,whieh  he  could  keep  up  the 
commtmicatioti  wiMi  Marshal  Blusher,  who  had  retrearted  fen 
Wavrr,    . 

After  a  IHlile  akirmishing  belween  the  piqnets,  the  f'l^iieh  «era- 
menced  tlie  battle  of  Waterloo  by  a  furious  attack  upon  #he  •post  «A 
the  wood  of  Hou^umont,  which  was  occupied  by  'General  Byi^& 
f^rigade  of  gua^rds^  "  It  whs  a  point  of  partic4llar  imporinnce 'to  <dte 
enemy  to  gain  this  post,  as<from  its  situation,  it  Goniomnded  a  oonv 
siderable  part  of  our  position  ;  and  accordingly  ft  was  furiously  -and 
incess^Hitly  assailed  by  hirge  and  reinforced  bodies  of  the  enemy,  «ilA 
gallarhlly  and  ft«icc(«t»6fiiilly  defended  lo  ^he  last,  'by  the  British. 
li^apoleon  himself  directe<l  the  charge  of  ^ihe  French  impcarii^l  guards 
against  it,  but  even  though  fighting  under  the  immediate  eye  of  6heir 
leader,  they  werehroken,  repulsed,  and  finally  cut  to  fieees  by  the 
British  guards.  Tiiirty  pieces  of  our  artillery  .played  conthiuaUy 
ever^his  woud,  to  assist  its  defence,  while  tlie  enemy  directed  against 
U  tlieir  hottest  fire.* 

*  Circsmsiautial  dttailt  of  (he  battle  ^sf  WvUrloo.    Page  tS, 

The 


APPENDIX.  fi. 


M— 


Death  of  Sir  William  Pousonby. 


The  Scotch  Gre^s,  behaved  most  ijfallantly.'^  It  was  in- this  aan* 
guinary  engatarement  at  the  w'ood,  that  the  brave  Sir  William  Ppn« 
soniiy  fell.  He  was  leadinc^  his  brigade  against  the  Polish  hiacers, 
anjd  had  taken  two  thousand  prisoners ;  but  having  pushed  on  at  some 
Biatancc  from  his  troops,  accompanied  only  by  one  aid-dt*-camp^  lus 
entered  a  newly  ploughed  field,  where  the  ground  wan  excessive!]^ 
soft.  There  his  horse  stuck  fa^t ;  the  body  of  lancers  advancing, 
lie  and  his  aid-de-cainp,  were  killed -on  the  spotf 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  sur- 
rounded by  his  staff  stood  on  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  high  road, 
from  Brussels  to  Grenappe.  "  To  say  where  he  afterwards  was>  is 
impossible,  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  say  where  he  was  not ; 
ivherever  his  presence  was  most  requisite^  he  was  to  be  found;  he 
seemed  to  be  every  where  present.  Exposed  to  the  hottest  fife,  in 
the  most  conspicuous  positiou,  he  stood  reconnoitring  with  his  glass, 
'^^***^^ng  the  enemy's  mano^uvre^,  and  issuing  onlers  with  the  most 
coolness,  while  balls  and  shells  showered  around  him,  and 
officers  fell  wounded  aud  dying  by  his  side.  Sir  William 
icey  received  the  shot  which  occasioned  his  death,  while  the 
was  in  close  conversation  with  him.  At  a  critical  part  of  the 
liaClle,  he  took  his  station  on  a  ridge,  and  declared  he  would  not  stir 
from  it,  nor  did  he  stir  till  he  quitted  it  in  triumph/' 

in  the  whole  of  the  contest,  he  performed  all  the  duties  a  military 
man  could  perform.  He  was  General  of  division,  commander  of  a 
corps,  and  Colonel  of  a  regiment!  He  at  times  headed  severaf  dif- 
ferent regiments,  and  rallied  them  to  tlie  attack.  Towards  the  clo^e 
of  the  ddY,  Napoleon  led  an  attack  of  the  imperial  guards,  they 
urere  met  by  the  British  guards,  and  overtiirown  in  an  instant,  in 
the  finest  style.  The  position  of  Waterloo,  was  well  known  to  his 
Grace:  in  the  summer  of  1814,  hi«  Grace  went  there  i}i  his  way  to 
Paris,  and  on  that  occasion  took  a  military  view  of  it,  he  then  de- 
clared that  if  ever  it  should  be  his  fortune  to  defeud  Brussels,  Water- 
loo would  be  the, position  he  would  occupy.     His  conduct  on  the  18th 


*  Serjtant  Ewart  of  that  regiment,  eminently  dittiiL'uished  himself  in  ttkiog 
'  a  Frencii  engle.     ''  We  charged  (says  this  br^ve  ninn  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,) 
throygh  t-wo  of  their  colamns,  cttcb  about  .oOOQ,  it  was  in  the  first  charge  1  took 
<t:be  eagle  from  the  enemy  ;  he  and  1  had  a  hard  contest  fur  it :  he  thrukt  far  my 
groin,  I  parried  it  off,  and  cut  him  throagh  ilie  head  ,  after  wliici]  I  was  attacked 
i»y  one  of  their  lancers,  who  through  hit  jance  at  me,  hut  misled  the  mark,  by 
mj  throwing  it  off  with  my  sword  by  my  right  side  ;  then  I  cut  him  from  the 
chill  upwards,  which  \^ent  through  his  teeih  ;  next  I  whs  attacked  by  a  foot  sol- 
'  ilier,  who  after  firing  at  me,   charged  me  with  his   bayonet — but  he  very  soon 
.  lost  thecombat,  fori  parried  it,  and  cut  him  down  through  the  head  ;  so  that 
^nished-  the  coBtest  for  the  eagie.     Atter  which  I  presumed  to  follow  my  com- 
rades, eagle  and  all,  bat  was  stopped  by  the  General,  saying  to  me  "  You  bravo 
fellow,  take  that  to  the  rear.     You  have  dune  enough  until  you  get  quit  of  it." 

Details  of  the  Ba(tL  of  Waterloo,  page  ^8. 
f  Sir  William  perceiving  the  lancers  approaching,  took  out  a  picture  and  his 
usatcb,  and  was  in  the  act  o(   delivering  them  to  liis  aid-de-camp,  when  they 
.w«re  b^th  killed  on  the  »pQit,   }iiM  body  was  found  1^'ing  beside  his  horse,  pierced 
svilb  seven  huice  wouads. 
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Meeting  of  Wrllingtun  and  Blucher. 
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had  thrown  all  his  foriner  actions  into  the  ahadc.  He  never  moTOil 
but  in  fire,  and  when  one  of  the  hottest  charges  was  made  by  the 
enemy,  he  threw  himself  into  the  hollow  square  that  was  charged. 

The  Dnke  was  near  being  taken  prisoner  by  a  pitty  of  cavalrj. 
At  one  time  observing  some  degree  of  indecision  in  the  iM  and  96th 
regiments,  he  placed  himself  at  their  bead,  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  in  wild  confusion. 

The  fury  of  the  battle  was  not  confined  to  the  right  wing,  it  raged 
tremendously  at  other  parts.  The  farm  house  of  La  If  aye  Sainte,  was 
a  grand  point  of  the  enemy's  attack.  The  reserve  of  tke  French 
army  was  posted  on  the  heights  on  the  right,  the  design  was  to  turn 
the  British  flank  on  the  left,  and  separate  them  from  the  Prussiaiis; 
8ir  Thomas  Picton's  division  was  here  stationed  and  the  contest  wa» 
most  sanguinary.  The  cuirassiers  of  the  enemy  did  great  execution, 
but  were  forced  to  retreat  by  the  apirited  exertions  of  the  28th  re- 
giment,  which  charged  with  the  bayonet.  Sir  Thomas  was  j^cMidiiig 
on  his  division  on  this  occasion,  wiien  he  wa»  kilted  by  ajMisket 
ball.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  with  that  profound  judgmetiitwbich 
has  ever  guided  him  to  glory  and  to  victory,  perceiving  the  ^reat 
superiority  of  the  enemy's  force,  resolved  to  remain  upon  the  defeo* 
•ive,  until  he  was  joined  by  the  Prussians.  It  was  during  the  attack 
upon  La  Haye  Sainte,  that  the  Prussians  were  seen  advancing  with 
Blucher  at  their  head.  Immediately  his  Graco  ordered  the  whole 
body  of  infantry,  supported  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery  to  charge, 
now  the  banners  of  victory  proudly  waved  over  the  British  army  ; 
the  French,  uuable  to  support  the  irresistible  attack,  fled  in  all  direc- 
tions. Blucher  as  usual,  signalised  himself  by  his  intrepid  conduct, 
although  he  had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
he  had  received  in  the  action  of  the  16th,  in  which  the  fine  charger 
given  him  by  the  Prince  Regent,  was  shot  under  him.  The  battle 
go  glorious  to  the  allies,  and  especially  to  the  British  troops,  was 
now  ended  ;  and  the  enemy  in  their  precipitate  flight,  left  behind 
them  the  whole  of  their  baggage  artillery,  and  their  wounded. 

It  was  on  the  night  of  this  ever-memorable  engagement,  that  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  casually  fell  in  with  Prince  Blucher  at  a  house 
called  "  La  Belle  Alliance."  "  It  was  in  this  miserable  cottage, 
(says  an  accurate  and  energetic  writer)  pierced  through  and  through 
with  cannon  balls,  and  deserted  by  all  but  the  dying  and  the  dead  ^ 
that  their  fust  interview  took  place,  after  four  days  of  battle  with  the 
common  enemy  :  and,  in  the  moment  wheu  victory  had  crowned 
their  united  arms.  Buth  armies  being  on  the  same  road,  they  de- 
eidi  d  that  the  British  troops,  who  hadibugbt  for  nearly  twelve  hours, 
ahould  relinquish  the  pursuit  to  the  Prussians,  who  had  come  in  at ' 
the  close  of  the  contest,  in  time  to  decide  the  vict9ry  and  to  share  its 
glory.  They  parted,  Blucher  proceeded  on  his  way.  Lord  Welling* 
ton  returned  to  Waterloo.  As  he  crossed  again  this  fatal  scene,  oa 
which  the  silence  of  death  had  now  succeeded  to  the  atorm  of  battle^ 
the  moon  breaking  from  dark  clouds,  shed  an  uncertain  light  upoa 
this  wide  field  of  carnage,  eover^d  with  mangled  thousands  of  iltat 

gallanl 
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Lord  Wellington  re>crosses  the  Field  of  Battle. 
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gallani  army,  whose  heroic  valour  had  won  for  him  the  bris^htest 
irreath  of  victory ;  and  left  to  future  times  an  imperishable  monu* 
ment  of  their  country's  fame.  He  saw  himself  surrounded  b^  the 
bloody  corpses  of  his  Yeteran  soldiers,  who  had  followed  him  through 
distant  lands— of  his  friends — his  associates  in  arms — his  compa- 
nions through  many  an  eventful  year  of  danger  and  of  glory  :  in  that 
aif  ful  pause  which  follows  the  raortjil  conflict  of  man  with  man,  emo« 
tious  unknown  or  stifled  in  the  heat  of  battle,  forced  their  way  ;  the 
feelings  of  the  man  triumphed  over  those  of  the  General,  and  in  the 
very  hour  of  victory.  Lord  Wellington  burst  into  tears/' ^ 

*'  Thus  ended  (says  the  same  writer)  a  day  as  glorious  in  its 
achievements,  as  important  in  its  results,  which  at  once  averted  the 
calamities  that  threatened  the  world,  and  altered  the  destinies  of 
nations.  Thus  ended  a  contest,  which  has  raided  the  glory  of  Bug* 
Jaod  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  in  which  the  last  and  must  decisive 
proof  was  given  ;  that  in  every  age«  and  every  country,  under  every 
disadvantage  of  number  and  situation,  from  tho  days  of  Cressy  and 
Agineourt,  to  the  present  times;  on  the  burning  sands  of  Egypt, 
and  the  sheltered  shores  of  Italy  ;  on  the  mountains  of  Portugal,  the 
plains  of  Spain,  amidst  the  rocks  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  fields  of  Flanders, 
and  the  vallies  of  France;  in  foreign  lands,  and  in  their  native  soil; 
by  land,  and  by  sea.  Englishmen  have  ever  been  victorious  over  their 
ancient  and  presumptuous  foes. 

"  The  names  of  Alexandria,  of  Maida,  of  Vimiera,  of  Corunna, 
of  Talavera,  of  Barrosa,  of  Aibucra,  of  Salamanca,  of  Yittoria,  of 
Orthes,  of  the  Pyrenees,  of  Thoulouse,  and,  finally  of  Waterloo; 
wijl  proclaim  to  future  times,  the  deeds  of  British  valour — deeds 
more  like  the  tales  of  Chivalry,  and  Romance,  than  the  events  of 
real  life,  and  of  civilized  ages. 

"  If  it  was  a  day  of  glory,  it^was  likewise  a  day  of  sorrow  for  Bri- 
tain ;  if  we  triumph  in  it  as  the  proudest,  we  must  also  nM>nru  it  ae 
the  most  bloody  of  all  the  battles,  that  she  has  fought  or  won*  Those  ^ 
who  witnessed  the  most  sanguinary  contests  of  the  Peninsular  war, 
declared,  they  had  never  seen  so  terrible  a  carnage,  and  the  Prus* 
eians  acknowledged  that  eveu  the  battle  of  Leipsic  was  not  to  lie 
compared  to  it.  The  dead  could  not  be  numbered,  and  by  those  who 
Tisited  this  dreadful  field  of  glory,  and  of  death,  the  day  after  the 
battle,  the  spectacle  of  horror  that  it  exhibited,  can  never  be  for- 

gotten."t 

The  battle  of  Waterloo,  on  the  18th  'of  June,  unquestionably  the 
most  sanguinary  and  important  of  modern  tim(&,  whilst  it  afforded  an 
opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of  that  steady  courage  which  so  emi- 
nently distinguishes  the  British  character,  gave  the  death  blow  to 
the  hopes  and  the  government  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  From  the 
accounts  which  preceded  this  great  eveut,  the  extent  and  magnitude 
0f  the  preparations,  and  tlie  situation  of  the  combatants,  it  could 


*  Pctailof  the  Battle  of  Wuterloe,  p,  39. 
t  Ibid.  p.  39. 
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MCiircely  have  been  predicteH,  that  a  sifig^lt  emraitfenxtit  should  did- 
ckle  so  moinentnotiB  a  contest ;  irirfceti,  so  far  wa«  Rotiaparie  froai 
ciliculating' on  snch  an  event  th^t  he  hn<)  even  anticipated  an  advanced' 
of  territory  by  the  fury  of  his  onset,  ft  is  to  those  brave  meri  who 
•dststned  unmoved  the  desperate  attack,  and  who  dyed  with  tbeff 
blood  a  foreig^n  soil,  that  the  world  stands  indebted  for  the  aectirity^ 
they  now  enjoy;  whilst  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  becMie  ibtf 
tender  objects  of  a  sympathetic  trratitude. 

It  would  be  cbnfessecf,  that  whatever  the  former  fame  of  the  Thkfi 
of  Welliufi^ton  mi^ht  have  been,  yet  in  all  the  various  occari'eDces  of 
hts  life,  in  all  those  if reat  arhievements  which  he  had  perfornlied,  and 
f^ich  had  called  for  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  he  had  ttev^r  before 
attained  the  height  of  glory  like  the  present.  And  in  all  the  ^eal 
events  which  he  had  been  engaged  in,  and  those  scenes  he  had 
witnessed  in  India,  or  the  Peninsula,  and  in  Fraiiee,  it  ha^  neyesf 
befbre  fallen  to  the  lot  of  this  illuHtrions  commander,  to  Pender  no 
great  a. service  to  his  country,  so  extensive  a  benefit  to  the  world 
•^tliere  was  in  the  present  victory^  an  acknowledged  pre-emi- 
neoee  over  all  those  that  had  preceded  it — but  look  at  its  infltienee 
aad  combination,  in  which  are  bound  up  all  the  interest  of  thecfviU 
ized  World,  it  was  almost,  impossible  to  conceive  an  idea  adequate  tO" 
its  magnitude  and  importance. 

The  interesting  dispatch  of  the  Doke  of  Wellington,  eommaiii* 
cftrng  the  account  of  this   splendid  victory,  is  inserted  below.* 

Captain 

*^To£arI  Bathorst. 

Waterloo,  Juno  19, 18i5. 

Mr  LoRSj 

BONAPARTE  having  colltected  the  l*t,  ?d,  Sd,  4tb,  and  6Hi  corps  of  tfie 
Trench  army  and  the  imperial  guards,  and*  nearly  all  the  cataky,  on'the  Sambmy 
and  between  that  river,  and  the  Meuse,  be(iv«en  tiie  10th  and  )  4tb  of  the 'months 
advanced  on  the  loth,  and  attadced  the  PrussiMi  posts  at  Thuin  and'  Lobes,  oa 
the  Sambrej  ^t  day  light  in ^he  morning. 

1  did  not  hear  of  these  events  till  the  evening  of  the  15th»  and'  I  immediatefy 
ordered  the  troops  to  prepare  to  march  ;  and'  afterwards  to  march  to  their  lef^ 
asftoon  as  I  had  intelligence  from  other  quarters  to  prove  that  the  enemy's  Jttovo-' 
ment  upon  Charleroi  was  the  real  attack. 

The  enemy  drove  the  Prussian  posts  from  the  Sambre  on  that  day  ;  andGeae- 
ral  Zietbon^  who  commnnded  the  corps  which  bad  been  at  Charieroi,  retired 
uponFleurus;  and  Marshal  Prince  Blucher  concentrated  the  Prussian  army 
upon  Sombrefi  holding  \hb  villages  of  St.  Aroand  and  Ligny  in  front  of 
position. 

The  enemy  continued  his  march  along  the  road  from  Charleroi^  towards 
tels  ;  and  on  the  same  eveniAg,  the  l.Mh,  attacked  a  brigade  of  the  arniy  of  tho* 
Netherlands  under  Prince  de  Weinnar,  posted  at  Frasnes,  and  forced  it  back  to 
the  farm  house  on  the  sirnie  road  called  "  Les  Quatre  Bras." 

•  The  Prince  of  Oratige  iromediafTely  reinforced  this  brigade  with- anothev  of  tho 
saroa  division,  under  Genera!  Perponcher  ;  and,  in  the  morning  early,  regained 
part  of  the  ground  which  had  been  lost>  so  ais  to  batv«  the  aotnroand  of  the  com- 
municationi  leading  from  Nivelles,  and;  Brussals,  with  Marshal  Bluchei's  paar^ 
jion, 
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Captain.  Battj^  ol^  tha  Grenadier  Guards,  m  a  letter  to  a  frlencV 
tMB- dawribes  the  behaviour  of  the  Duke  of  Weliiogton  ;  'f  t.  coq* 

stantly 

In  the  menn  time,  I  had  directed  the  whole  army  to  march  upon  Les  Qaatr* 
"Bna,  4nd  the  5ib  divisit>n,  under  Lleutenaiil-Getierai  Sir  Thomas  Pictuii,  ar- 
rired  ataboat  half  past  two  in  the  daj,  followed  by  the  corps  of  troops  under  tb« 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  afterwards  by  the  contingent  of  Nassau. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  commenced  aa  attack  upon  Prince  Blncher  with  his 
whole  force,  excepting  the  1st  and  ^d  corps,  and  a  corps  of  cavalry  unde^-  Gene- 
ral Kelkrmauy  with  which  he  attached  our  post  at  Les  Quatre  Bras. 

The   Prussian  arm^'  maintained  their  position  with  their  usual  gallantry  and 
pfBrseverance  against  a  great  disparity  of  numbers,  as  the  4th  corps  of  tiieir  army 
under  General  Bulow  had  not  joined*  and   I  was  not  able  to  assist  them  as  I 
wished,  as  I  was  attacked  myself,  and  the  troops*  the  cavalry  in  particular^., 
which  had  a  long  distance  to  nmich*  had  not  arrived.  ^ 

-We  maintained  our  position  also*  and  completely  defeated  and  repulsed  all 
fHe  enemy^s  attempts,  to  get  possesi^iou  of  it.  The  enemy  re{>«atedly  attacked  us 
with  a  large  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry*  supported  by  a  numerous  and  power- 
ful artillery  ;  he  made  seferal  charges  with  llie  cavalry  upon  our  infa.ury,  but 
«11  were  repulsed  in  ibe  i>teadiest  manner,  in  this  affar^  His  Hoyal  Highness 
the  Prinee  of  Orange,  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  Lieutenuni-Geuerul  Sir 
Thomas  Picton*  and  Major-General  Sir  James  Kempt,  and  Sir  Denis  Pack,  who 
were  engaged  from  the  coBuuenccment  of  the  enemy's  attack*  highly  distin- 
guished themselves*  as  well  as  Lieutenant-General  Chartes  Baron  Alten,  Major 
Geo^ralliiir  G.  Halket,  LieutenantGeneral  Cooke*  and  Major  Generals  Maitland 
and  Byng.  as  they  successively  arrived.  The  troops  of  the  5ih  division,  and  thpise 
of  the  Brunswick  corps  were  long  and  severely  engaged,  and  conducted  theiii- 
selves  with  the  utmost  gallantry.  I  must  particularly  mention  the  26th,  -i^dp 
79th,. and  9^d  (egiments*  and  the  battalion  of  Hanoverians. 

"  Our  loss  was  great*  and  I  have  particularly  to  regret  his  serene  highness  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick*  who  MI*  fighting  giillantly,  at  the  head  of  his  troops. 

"  Although  Marshal  Blucber  had  maintained  his  position  at  Sombref*  he  still 
found  himself  much  weakened  by  the  severity  of  the  contest*  in- which  he  had 
been  engag<cd*  and  as  the  tsnd  corps  had  not  arrived,  he  detequpined  to  fall  back, 
«Bd  concentrate  his  army  upon  Wavre,  and  he  maiched  in  the  uight  aft^r  the 
action  was  ov^r. 

"  This  movement  of  the  Marshal's  rendered  necessary  a  corresponding  one 
on  my  part,  and  1  retired  from  the  farm  ot  Les  Quatre  Bras  upon  Genappe^  and 
thence,  upon  Waterloo  the  next  morning  the  t7th,  at  ten  o'clock. 

"  The  enemy  made  no  efforts  to  pursue  Marshal  Blacher.  On  the  contrary*  a 
patrole  which  I  sent  to  Sombref  in  the  morning*  found  rll  quiet,  the  enemy's 
'videjttes  fell  back  as  the  patrolc  advanced.  Neither  did  lie  attempt  to  molest  our 
march  teethe  rear,  although  made  in  the  middle  of  the  da^*  excepting  by  follow- 
ing, with  a  large  body  of  cavalry  brought  from  his  rigia,  the  cavalry  under  the 
£arl  of  Uxbridge. 

.  '<  This  gave  Lord  Uxbridge  an  opportunity  of  charging  them  with  the  1st  life-; 
guards  upon  their  debooche  from  the  village  of  Genappe,  upon  wliicli  occasion 
his  Lordbhip  has  declared  himself  to  be  well  satisfied  with  that  regiment. 

**  The  position  which  I  took  up  in  the  front  of  Waler'oo,  crosseo  the  high 
TflBds  from  Charleroi  and  Nivelle,  and  had  its  right  thrown  back  to  a  ravme.near 
Merke  Brain^  which  wfis  occupied,  and  its  Ifft  extended  to  a  heght  above  the 
hauilet  Ter  la  Hayi?*  which  was  likewise  occupied.  In  front  of  the  right  centre, 
aad  near  JLhe  Nivelle  road,  we  occupied  the  bouse  and  garden  of  Hougoumont, 
which  covered  the  return  of  that  flank,  and  in  front  of  the  left  centre  occupied 
the- faros  of  La  Haye  Sninte.  By  our  lelt  wc  coannunicaied  with  Marshal 
Ffinee  Biocher  at  Wavre^  thrdi»gji  Chain*  uud  the  Marshal  had  promised  me, 

that 
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iCautly  saw  the  Doke  of  Wellingtons  riding  backwards  and  forwards  J  ike 
the  genius  of  the  storm,  who,  borne  upon  its  wings,  directed  its  thunders 

where 

that  in  case  we  should  he  attacked,  he  would  support  me  with  one  or  note  corps 
as  might  be  necessarj. 

The  enemy  collected  his  army,  with  the  eiception  of  the  third  corps,  wkich 
had  been  sent  to  observe  Marshal  Blucher,  on  a  range  of  heights  in  our  front, 
in  the  course  of  the  night  of  the  17th  ;  and,  yesterday  morning,  at  aboat  ten 
o'clock,  he  commenced  a  furious  attack  upon  Hougouroont.  f  had  occupied 
that  post  with  a  detachment  from  General  Byng's  brigarle  of  Guards,  which 
was  in  a  position  in -its  rear  ;  and  it  was,  for  some  time,  under  the  command  of 
Ijcateuant  Colonel  Macdonatd,  and  afterwards  of  Colonel  Home:  and,  I  am 
happy  to  add,  that  it  was  maintained  throughout  the  day,  with  the  utmost  gaU 
lantry,  by  these  brave  troops,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  large  bodies  of  the 
eaeroy  to  obtain  possession  of  it. 

This  attack  upon  the  right  of  oar  centre,  was  accompanied  by  a  rery  heary 
cannanade  upon  our  whole  line,  which  was  destined  to  support  the  repeated  at- 
tacks of  cavalry  and  infantry  ^  occasionally  mixed,  but  sometimes  separate,  which 
was  made'  upon  it.  In  one  of  these,  the  enemy  carried  the  farm-house  of  La 
Haye  Seinte,  as  the  detachment  of  the  light  battalion  of  the  legion  which  occu* 
pied  it,  had  expended  all  its  ammunition,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the  only 
comraanication  there  was  with  them. 

The  enemy  repeatedly  ehtrged  our  infantry  with  his  cavalry,  but  these  at- 
tacks were  uniformly  unsuccessful,  and  they  afforded  opportunities  to  our  ca- 
valry to  cliarte ;  in  ane  of  which  Lord  £.  SomersetS  brigade.  Life  Guards^ 
Royal  Horse*  Guards*  and  1st  Dragoon  Guards,  highly  distinguished  themselves, 
as  did  that  of  MajorGeneral  Sir  W.  Ponsonby,  having  taken  roan>  prisoners, 
and  an  eagle. 

These  attacks  were  repeated  till  about  seven  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy 
made  a  desperate  effort  with  the  cavalry  and  infantry,  supported  hy  the  fire  of 
artillery,  to  force  our  left  centre  near  the  farm  oi  La  Haye  Seinie,  which,  after 
a  severe  contest,  was  defeated  ;  and,  having  observed,  that  the  troops  retired 
from  this  attack  in  great  confusion,  and  thai  the  march  of  General  Bulow'a 
corps  by  Knsepermwfit,  upon  Planchnelle  and  La  ])elle  Alliance,  had  begun  to 
to  take  f fivct,  and  as  I  could  perceive  the  fire  of  the  cannon,  and  as  Marshal 
Prince  Blucher  had  joined  ia  person,  with  a  corps  of  bis  army,  to  the  left  «f 
our  line  by  Ohain,  I  determined  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  immediately  ad- 
vanced the  whole  line  of  infantry,  supported  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  ^ho 
attack  succeeded  in  every  point,  the  enemy  was  forced  from  his  position  on  the 
heights,  and  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion,  leaving  behind  him  150  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  their  anunnnitiou,  which  fell  nito  our  haitds.-  I  continued  the 
pursuit  till  long  after  dark,  and  then  discontinued  solely  on  account  of  the 
fatigue  of  our  troops,  who  had  been  engaged  during  twelve  hours ;  and  becaasa 
I  found  myself  on  the  same  road  with  Sjarshal  Blucher,  who  assured  me  of  hia 
intention  to  follow  the  enemy  through  the  night :  he  has  sent  me  word,  that  he 
had  taken  60  pieces  of  cannon,  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Guard,  and  carriages, 
&c.  belongirtg  to  Bonaparte,  in  Genappe. 

"  I  propose  to  remove  this  morning  upon  Niveiles,  and  not  to  discontinue  my 
operation. 

**  Such  a  desperate  action  could  not  be  fought,  and  such  advantages  could 
not  be  gained  without  great  loss,  in  Lieutenant- General  Sir  Thomas  Picton, 
bis|Majesty  has  sustained  the  loss  of  an  officer,  who  has  frequently  distinguished 
himself  in  his  service,  and  he  fell  gloriously  leading  his  division  to  a  charge 
with  bajonets,  by  which  one  of  the  most  serious  attacks  made  by  the  enemy  on 
our  position  was  deteuted-  The  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  aft6r  haying  successfully 
gtA.  through  this  arduous  day,  received  a  wound  by  almost  the  last  shot  fired* 
whfck  will^  I  am  afri^idj  deprive  his  Majesty  ibr  some  time  of  his  services. 
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mhete  to  biirst.  He  was  every  where  to  be  found,  encouraging,  direcW 
kig,  aDimaiing.  He  was  in  a  blue  coat,  and  a  plain  cocked  hat,  his 
telescope  in  his  hand  ;  there  was  nothing  tiiat  escaped  him,  nothings 
that  he  did  not  take  advantage  of,  and  his  lynx-eyes  seemed  V^ 


t€ 


His  Rojal  Highness,  tlie  Priuce  of  Orange,  distinguished  himself  by  hiir 
gaillantry  and  conduct,  till  hit  received  a'  v/uunrt  from  a  masket-ball  through  his 
shonlder,  which  obliged  him  to  quit  the  fif  Id. 

"  It  giyes  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  assure  your  Lordship,  that  the  army 
never  apon  any  occasion,  conducted  it>:cl(  bet>ar.     Th«  division  of  Guard:!  under  - 
Lieutenant  Genera)  Cooke^  who  is  severely  wounded.  Major  General  Maitlandt 
andl  Major  General  Byug,  set  an  example  which  was  followed  by  all,  and  tbero^ 
is  no  officer,  nor  description  of  troops,  that  did  nut  behave  well. 

"  I  must,  however,  particuh.'rly  mention  lor  His  Royaf  Highnesses  approba>* 
tion,  Lieutenant  General  Sir  H  Clinton,  Major  Geheral  Adam,  Lieutenant- 
General  Charles  Baron  Alti  n,  severely  wounded ;  Major  General  Sir  Colin 
Halkrt,  severely  wounded  J  Colonel  Optcda,  Colonel  Mitchell,  commanding  a 
brigade  of  the  4lh  division  ;  Major  Generals  Sir  James  Kempt  and  Sir  Denis 
pack  ;  Major  General  Lambert ;  Major  General  Lord  <E.  Somerset ;  Major 
General  Sir  W.  Ponsonby  ;  Major  General  Sir  W.  Grant ;  Mnjor  General  Sir 
H.  Vivian;  Major  General  Sir  G.  Vandeleur  ;  and  Major  General  Count  Dorn 
berg.  T  am  ajso. particularly  indebted  to  General  Lord  Hill,  for  bis  assistanM 
and  conduct  upon  this  as  dpon  all  former  occasions. 

The  artillery  and  engineer  departments  were  conducted  much  to  mj  satisfho 
tion,  by  Coluoel  Sir  G;  Wood,  ^nd  Culonef  SmyHi,  and, I  hud  evvry  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Adjatant-General,  Colonel  Delancey,  who  was 
killed  by  a  cannoa-shot  in  the  middle  of  the  action.  This  officer  is  a  serious  lost 
to  his  Majesty's  ttervice,  and  to  ine  at  this  moment.  1  was  likewise  mech  in- 
debted to  the  assistunee  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset^  who  wsitf 
Severely  wounded,  and  of  the  6fficers  cein posing  my  personal  >taflr,  who  havtf 
8u0ered  severely  in  this  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  the  Honourable  Sir  Alex- 
ander Gordon,  who  has  died  of  his  wounds,  was  a  most  promising  officer,  and 
-is  a  serians. less  to  his  Majesty's  service.  - 

'*  General  Kruse  of  the  Nassau  service,  likewise  cond lotted  himself  much  ta 
toy  satisfaction,'  as  did  General  Trip,  commanding  the  heavy  brigade  of  cavalr}^ 
and  General  Yaubope,  commanding  a  brigade  of  infantry  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands. 

"  General  Pozzi  di  Borgo,  General  Baron  Vincent,  General  Muffing,  and 
OejQCral  Aivoa.  were  in  the  field  during  the  action,,  and  rcnder*td  me  every  as«' 
sistance  in  their  power.     Baron  Vincent  is  wounded,  but  I  hope  not  severely  ;' 
and  Generaf  Pozzi  di  Borgo  received  a  contusion. 

"  1  should  not  do  justice  to  my  feelings,  or  to  Marshal  Blucher  and  the  Prat* 
Stan  array,  if  T  did  not  attribnte  the  successful  result  of  this  arduous  day,  to  tha 
timely  assistance  I  received  from  them. 

"  The  operation  of  General  Bulow  upon  the  enemy's  flunk,  was  a  most  deeisiva 
one  ;  and  even  it  I  had  not  found  myself  in  a  situation  to  make  the  attack  wbick 
produced  the  final  resnlt,  it  would  have  foiced  the  cnvmy  to  retire  if  bis  attacks, 
should  have  failed  j  and  would  have  prevented  hi.qi  from  liiking  advantage  of 
them,  if  they  should  unfortunately  have  succeeded. 

**  I  send  with  this  dispatch,  two  eagles,  taken  by  the  troops  in  this  action. 
P  S.  "  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  reportthat  Major  General 
Sir  William  Ponsonby,  is  killed;  and,  in  announcing  this  intelligence,  I  have  to 
add  the  eipression  of  ray  grief  for  the  fate  of  an  officer,  who  had  already  ren* 
dered  very  brilliant  and  very  important  services,  and  was  an  arnanieDi  to  hit 
}irofes8ioa. 

"  I  am  very  happy  ta  add,  that  Colonel  Delancey  is  not  dead»  and  that  strong 
kopex  9i  hit  recovery  are  entertained. 
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retrate  the  smoke,  and  forestAll  the  movements  of  the  fe^.  Homt 
eseafMfd,  thai  merciful  powt- r*  alone  can  tell,  who  vooehsaiM  to 
Hie  aUie^larms,  the  issue  of  the  pre-eminent  contest ;  fer  suetv  it  ia/ 
trftether  considered  as  an  action  by  itse(f,  or  with  regard  l6  thtf 
results  which  it  has  brought  about.''  In  aaother  letter  Irom  an 
ottcer  at  Brussels,  the  writer  observes,  '^  How  our  great  iiero  of  the 
Mtfe  escaped  beint;^  killed  or  taken  is  wonderfol,  as  he  wu»  never 
exposed  so  much  before.*  He  was  seen  with  his  spy-glass,  viewing 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  6eld  with  the  same  sang  froid  and  8i:lf-uos* 
session  timt  an  astronomer  might  be  supposed  to  view  the  sateliitea 
«f  Jupiter ;  whHst  showers  of  balls  and  shells  flew  abont  him,  witb 
evident  direction,  and  which  killed  and  wonnded  several  of  his  stafl^ 
A  select  party  of  French  cavalry  cut  their  passac^e  through  our  line 
of  infantry,  and  were  near  succeeding  in  taking  him  prisoner.'^ 

N'othin^f  coald  exceed  the  modesty  of  that  great  and  iIlustrioi» 
eommander  in  his  official  letter  to  tfovernment,  he  givesr  the  meed  o# 
[Iraise  to  his  officers  and  ^en^rals,  but  sedulously  avoided  the  men* 
lion  of  any  thing  which  could  be  supposed  to  reflect  comniendatioa 
upon  himself.f 

While  at  La  Belle  Alliance,  his  Grate  transmitted  ibe  foi lowing 
irote  %6  Sir  Charles  Flint. 

"  Would  you  credit  it.  Napoleon  overthrown  by  the"  gallantry  of 
a  British  army  !  But  1  am  quite  heart>brokeri  by  the  loss  1  havcl 
Bttstained  ;  my  fiieniis,  my  pom*  soldiers,  how  many,  of  thenr  have  1 
to  rj^ret.  i  shall  follow  up  this  tide  of  success^  and  I  slml4  noi 
fee  satisfied  even*  with  this  victory,  if  it  be  not  followed  by  the  tota^ 
overthrow  of  Bonaparte/'  This  letter  was  written  by  the  hero 
while  on  horseback. 

The  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  grateful  sense  of  the  inesti- 
0a<ble  services  of  the  DSike  of  WeUinglon,  conferred  upon  him^  the 
tStfe  of  Prince  of  Waterloo;  with  an-  annual*  i^vei^ue  of  •20',08(> 
Dutch  floiius,  to  be  posse^^sed  for  ever  by  his  legitimate  de- 
flcendants. 

The  diameter  of  the  field  of  battle,  may  be  about  a^  league  and  a> 

half  j  Bonaparte  placed .  himself  neat*  the  farm-house  of  Hlount  St. 

Jean,  on  a  rising;  ground,  wheuce  he  could  overlook  the; whole:  Be- 

'side  him  was  one  Lacosle,  a  Walloon*  who  was  employed  as  a-guidie. 

'     When  Bonaparte  saw  that  the  battle  was  lost,,  he  rode  oa  with 

his  general  staff;  Jie  had  told  liacoste  that  be  wisl^ed-  to  be  cob- 

^hk;fed  by  a  bye_road  to  Cliarieroi,  he  intended  to^  stojv  at  (ifenapf>e, 

lint  wliea  he  ht^ard  our  cannon  and  our  cavalry,  though'  itsw  in  ntim* 

*  See  "  the  Battle  of  Watertoo,  witk  cirounmantial  details,  &c»"  p.  71. 
-     t  The  v^liole  eflVctive   force  of  the  united  British  8(nd  Belgic  attntes>  under 
the  I>uke  f>f  Weilinj^toU  on  that  memorabJte  d<iy,  dtdv  not  anaouut  to  55,oeo 
isen:  those  of  the  French-  which  took  th'o  ({eld  oit-  the  I8ilh>  of  June,  uhdei^ 
Bonaparte,    at'  least  90,000;    of  which    40,000   were  cavalry.     Not  10,000 
AtMi(ii^4-eap«^i«' of  ser^ce^  aud  of  an  itiiiuea^aiitiilery«'  onijt  tS  -pietea'  ifrere 
iMved. 

bar 
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bereome  up»  lie  escaped  from  bis  carfia^e,  defending  himself  witH 
Ititi  pistols^  .^  . 

NftpoleoQ  arrived,  on  June  the  ^th,  at  Parish  In  a  confersatioiii,. 
vhich.  ensued  between  hi*)  and  his  nii«i8lers^  Margaret  and  I^jg^r 
iia«ilt»  "  The  eoui*agie  of  the  royalists,  (exclaime<4  ilie  former)  Ul 
10  the  head  of  WeUini^ion,  and  U^  arm  of  Bhieher.'^ 

The  Chamber  of  Peers  havin^j:  assembled,  the  celebrated  ci-devailfr 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  ir.oved  several  resolutions  as  to  the  existing^ 
clanger  of  the  country.  The  proud,  but  now  fallen  Usurper,  e?i- 
denced  the  most  despicabte  cov^ardf<je.  fn  an  address  to  the  Frencb 
people,  he  made  tlie  A»l]own»g  declai^ation  :  "  My  political  fife  is 
terminated,  and  I  proclaim  my  sen,  under  the  title  of  Napoleon  the 
Second,  Emperor,  of  the  French." 

On  June  21,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  WetUngtou  issued  the  foI« 
lowing  proclamation : — 

'^  1  acquaint  all  Frenchmen  that  I  enter  tb«ir  rimtry  at  the  head 
of  a  victorious  army,  not  as  an  enemy,  the  Usurper  excepted,  who 
is  the  enemy  of  human  nature,  and  with  whom  no  peace  and  no 
truce  can  be  maintained.  I  pass  your  bouBdaffi^*  f&  relieve'  yoa 
front  the  iron  yoke,  by  which  you  ftre  oppressed^  in  consequence 
of  thi»  determination,  I  have  given  the  fellowiR^  orders  to-  my^ 
anrmy,  and!  deimmd  to  be  imformed  of  any  one  wiio  shall  pf^esnoie 
to  disobey  them.  Frenchmen  know  that  I  hav'e  a  ri^ht  to  re<|iMre- 
thai  tliey  should  conduct  Ihemselves  in  a  manner  that  will  enable 
ine  to  protect  them  against  those  by  whom  they  would  be  injured. 
tt  is  therefore  necessary  tliat  they  fthoold  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions that  will  bo  made  by  persons  properly  autfiorised,  for  which  a. 
receipt  will  be  given,  which  they  will  quietTy  retain,  and  avoid  alt 
communication  or  correspondence  with  the  Usurper  and  his  ad1ier« 
ents.  AU  those  persons  who  shall  absent  themselves  from  theic^ 
dwellings,  after  the  entrance  of  this  army  into  France,  and  alt 
those  who  shall  be  found  attached  to  the  service  of  the  VWiirper, 
and  so  absent,  shalf  be  con^>id'ered  t^  be  his  p^ti^ans^  and  pnbrie 
enemies,  atid*  their  property  shatii  be'  devof  dd^  to*  the  subsistence  of 
the  forces. 

**  Issued  m  hieaiikq^uatrters  kov»  Malplaquet,- 

"June  21^,18^5; 

(Signed)  "  Wellington/' 

Count  Bignon  haiving  made  an  application  to  the  Duke  &(  Wel- 
lington relative  to  a  passport  for  Bonaparte  to  the  Uuited  States 
of  Ajuericaj,  his  Grace  returned  the  following  answer: 

"Moitsi'Eun  LECoBiTfe,  ^ 

''  I  .have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of. 
tbe  25th,  I  have  already  written  to  the  Commissioners  named  te 

treat 
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treat  wiih  the  allied  powers  for  peace,  upon  the  proposition  for  ^ 
anspension  of  Hostilities;  a  reply  to  which  your  Excellency  has 
seen,  and  to  which  I  have  nothing  to  a<ld.  As  to  what  regards  m 
passport  and  protection  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  go  to  tho 
United  States  of  America,  1  must  inform  your  Excellency,  that  I 
have  no  authority  from  my  government  to  give  any  sort  of  answer- 
whatever  to  that  demand. 

*'  I  have  the  honoor  to  be^ 

"  Monsieur  le  Comte, 

"  With  the  highest  consideration^      ^ 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "  W Ellington/' 

'*  To  Count  Bignon. 

The  Duke  being  introduced  to  Louis  XVIII.  upon  his  arrival  at 
the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  his  Majehty  addressed  him  in  the 
following  terms  : 

"  Mt  Lord  Dukb. 

'  I  owe  to  you  a  personal  obligation  for  the  humanity  and  good 
treatment  of  your  army  towards  my  subjects,  I  am  happy  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressiufi^  my  acknowledgments  to  you,  in  tha. 
presence  of  your  whole  staff."* 

Napoleon,  aOer  his  abdication,  went  to  Rochfort,  where  he  resided 
at  tho  Prefect's  house  ;  on  July  §th,  he  landed  on  the  isle  of  Aix; 
but,  knowing  he  was  surrounded  by  the  English  cruisers,  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  send  a  flag  of  truee  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
the  Bellerophon,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Maitland :  and« 
on  July  15,  he  went  on  board  that  ship  Bonaparte  then  sent  the 
following  letter  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent : 

"  Royal  Highness, 
''  A  prey  to  the  factions  which  divide  my  country,  and  in  a  state 
of  warfare  with  the  greatest  powert^  of  Europe,  1  have  terminated  my. 
political  career  ;  and  I  come  as  Themistocles,  to  place  myself  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  nation.  I  place  myself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  its  laws,  which  I  request  of  your  Royal  Highness,  as 
the  most  powerful,  the  most  persevering,  and  the  most  generous  of 
my  enemies. 

"  Napolf.on." 

The  Ex-Smperor  was  afterwards  put  on  board  the  Northumber- 

land,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Geerge  Cockburn,  to   be  conveyed 

to  the  island  of  St.    Helena,  that  being  the  place  assigned  for  hii 

residence,  by   the   allied  powers.      In  conversation   with   Captain 

iPaget,   he  acknowledged  that  never  w^  a  battle  more  severely 


*  Kis  Grace  on  ikii  occaiion,  we&  attended  l>y  about  SOO  Geaeral  and  •uperio^ 
oftcerp. 

conteated 
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Surrender  of  Paris  to  the  Allits. 


contesled  than  that  of  Waterloo^  and  he  declared,  what  na  piensba 
Qf  common  observation,  could  doubt,  that  the  Duke  of  WeUin^hMi 
was  a  better  General  than  himself.  Well  might  the  captive 
Usurper  thus  speak,  vrhen,  by  the  official  bulletin  of  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  his  array  lost,  exclusive  of  the  killed,  wounded,  aud  pri« 
A^ners,  150  pieces  of  cannon. 

When  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  led  his  victorious  army  tQ 
Paris,  the  Prince  of  Eckmuhl  having  entered  into  a  convention^  he 
ordered  -the  following  general  order  to  be  issued : 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

I.  '^  The  Field-Marshal  has  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to 
the  troops  under  his  command,  that  h«  has,  in  concert  with  Field- 
Marshal  Prince  Blucher,  concluded  a  military  convention  with  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  French  army,  near  Paris,  by  which  the 
enemy  .is  to  evacuate  St.  Denis,  St.  Ouen,  Clichy  and  Netrilly  thi^ 
day  at  noon ;  the  heights  of  Montraartre  to-morrow  at  noon,  aad 
Paris  next  day. 

II.  "  The  Field- Marshal  congratulates  his  army  upon  this  result 
of  their  glorious  victory.  He  desires  that  the  troops  may  emploj 
the  leisure  of  this  day,  and  to-morrow,  to  clean  their  arms,  clothes, 
and  accoutrements,  as  it  is  his  intention  that  they  should  pass  htm 
.in  review. 

III.  "  Major-General  Sir  Manley  Power,  K.  C.  B.  is  appointed 
to  the  staff  of  this  army. 

(Signed)  "J.  Waters, 

Lientenant*Colonel  A.A.G.''' 

The  acts  of  humanity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brussels  to  the 
wounded  of  the  British  army  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  were  duly 
noticed  by  the  illustrious  conqueror  in  a  letter  he  addressed  to  the 
Mayor  of  that  place,  of  which  the  fallowing  is  a  copy  : 

"  Paris,  August  13,  1815. 
Mr.  Mayor, 

**  I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  io 
order  to  thank  you,  aud  to  request  you  to  make  known  my  grati- 
tude to  the  inhabitants  of  Brussels  aud  the  environs,  for  the  caro 
and  kindness  they  have  shewn  to  the  wounded  officers  and  soldieni 
of  the  army  under  my  command.  The  services  which  we  have  had 
it  in  our  power  to  render  the  city  of  Brussels,  in  saving  it  from  the 
hands  of  a  cruel  enemy,  by  the  efforts  that  have  been  made,  and  by 
the  bravery  of  the  troops,  almost  under  its  very  walls,  gave  us  rea* 
son  to  hope,  that  the  inhabitants  would  relieve,  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
power,  those  who  had  been  the  victims.  But  I  did  not  expect  tho 
tender  care,  the  kindness  which  the  inhabitants  have  displayed 
towards  us;  and  I  beg  you  to  believe,  and  to  let  them  know  that 
their  conduct  has  made  upon  us  all  an  impression  which  will  never 
be  effiiced  from  our.  memory.  1  well  know  of  what  value,  on  such 
occasional^  ia  the  exanj^le  of  tilie  nagiatratesj)  a^d  I  beg  you,  Mr. 

Mayor^ 
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Jkyw,  to  believe,  Mutt  I  4n\y  appr(;ciate  that  which  you  have 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"Mh.  Mayor^ 
"  Your  meat  obedieht  and  humble  servant, 

^'Wellington,  ^ 

"  Pj'incc  of  Waterloo, 

Am  if  this  fpreat  Jkero  bad  Jiot  rendered  himself  SMfieieiilly  thia 
■abject  of  admiration  of  the  {)re&eat  and  succeeding  generations  in 
I  4eeds  of  battle,  his  cotsduet  since  the  oeace,  has  been  directed  to 
4ii6  ftttMnsaeut  of  those  objects  best  cafoulated  to  «usiire  the  peace 
and  iraa<|«iilUy  of  Fiauce,  which  owes  to  his  conquering  swor/I, 
Ihe  re-establishmeut  of  the  Bourbon  family  on  its  throne.  Undor 
Jbb  4iMGtion,  the  vaiious  works  of  art»  pillaged  by  the  rutlileas 
MMBieo «/  Bonap»nt£,  have  been  restored  to  the  couulries  from 
mhence  they  luul  been  neferiously  taken — those  chef  d'seovres  of 
art^  those  precious  vestiges  with  which  the  Usurper  had  enrijctied 
Jlia  oapital,  were  lionourably  transmitted  once  more  to  embellish 
ttose  citieo  to  which  they  appertained. 

The  exemplary  uianuer  in  whicii  his  Grace  has  organised  the 
Britisli  army  in  France,  premier ving  a  strict,  but  necessary  disci- 
pline, redounds  greatly  to  ttie  honour  of  the  hero  of  Waterloo. 

The  Duke  of  WeCiingtou  paid  a  short  vi&it  to  England,  in  the 
•ommcr  of  llil,6,  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  the  waters  of  Chel- 
tenham. 

On  Thursday  evening,  December  26,  14119,  ilie  noble  Duke  ar- 
rived oaexpeeiedly  m  .London,  accompanied  by  his  caid- de-amp, 
litrd  Arthur  Bill. 

The  Dyuke  again  returned  to  England  in  November,  191:7,  for  tho 
^rpose  .of  viewing  the  estate  which  government  were  about  to  .pur- 
chase for  his  fiimily. 

On  Saturday  be  dined  and  spent  the  evening  with  the  Prince 
Regent,  at  Brighton. 

On  Sunday  he  left  Brighton  for  Dover ;  and  on  the  Wednesday 
Allowing,  dined  with  the  "King  of  France  in  Paris. 

We  tave  thus  presented  to  view  tlie  granit  events  vhieh  h«ae 
marked  the  military  life  of  Arthur,  Duke  of  WeHiii^n  and  Prtiioe 
fOf  Waterloo;  a  hero,  whose  achievements  httve  surpassed  .any  (re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  history. 

Future  Marlboroughs  and  Eugenes  may  an8e,bwt  ages  will  elapse, 
aud  probably  time  expire,  ere  the   world   beholds  another  W^L- 

The  foltowing.may  be  considered  a  brief  nocount  of  the  piincipal 
Aveixts  ia  the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

i769..  May  U  born. 

J 787,  March  7,  appointed  Ensign  in  the  73d  fbot.  Dec.  i^  ap- 
Hfiint^d  Lieuten'4iit  in  llie  76th  foot. 

i798,  January  23,  exchanged  in4he4l  regiment. 

1789,  J^une  25,  exchanged  into  the  tSthtdfa^ooos. 

77^1,  Sept.  20,  received  a  company  in  the  58lh  foot. 

1702»  Oct.  31,  again  exchanged  to  the  13th  dragoons— appointed 
Major  in  the  33d  foot. 

1793,  appointed 
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1793f  appointed  LieuteiiaDt-CoIonel. 

1794,  commanded  a  ^brigade  of  infantry  durmg  Lord  Moirt's  retreat 
thfough  FUnders.  Shortly  after  was  employed  in  the  expedition,  under 
Admiral  Christian,  for  the  West  Indies ;  and  then  accompanied  his  reg.i^ 
inent  to  India.  * 

1795,  May  3,  received  the  rank  of  Colonel  by  brevet. 

1796,  May  4,  commanded  a  div)sion  in  the  attack  on  Seringapatam, 
1800,  Sept.  5,  he  intercepted  Dhoudia  Waugh's  force  at  Conaghirf!^ 

when  Dhoudia  himself  and  a  great  number  of  his  followers  were  killed,' 
9Rd  the  whole  body  dispersed. 

1802,  April  29>  obtained  the  rank  of  Major  General. 

1803,  April  21,  after  a  forced  march  of  sixty  miles,  entered  Poona^ 
possession  of  which  had  been  taken' by  Holkar.  — Sept.  15,  with  att 
army  consisting  only  of  4500  men,  of  whom  about  2000  were  Europcai^i 
attacked  and  defeated  at  Assaye,  Scin death's  army,  consisting  of  38,300 
cavalry,  10,500  regular  infantry,  500  match  lock,'  500  rocket  men,  and 
9Q  pieces  of  ordnance.  He  next  defeated  on  the  plains  of  Ag^a,  the  ftajah 
of'Ber^r's  army.— Dec.  14,  carried  by  storm  the  ahnost  impregnable 
fortress  of  Gawilgar.— Dec.  16,  signed  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Hajah 
«f  Berar.-r-Dec.  30,  ditto  with  Scindeah. 

1^04«  appoiojted  a  Knight  of  the  M  ilitary  Order  of  the  Bath. 

1805,  returned  to  England,  a  sword,  valued  at  1000/.  .wa$  prescnt*4 
to  him  by  the  inhftbitantsof  Calcutta  thanks  were  voted  to  iiim  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  this  companions  in  arms  presented  hioi  witb 
a  gold  vase,  valued  at  2,000  guineas. 

1806,  Jan.  30,  received  the  rank  of  Coloneloy  of  the  33d  regiment.— 
April  10,  married  the  Hon.  Catherine  Pakenham,  sister  ot  Thomas 
JElarl  of  Lon.gford. 

1p807.  defeated  a  detached  army  of  Danes  near  Kioge. 

1808,  April  2i,  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Genera!.^— August  f7» 
fought  the  battle  of  Holeia  ;  ^1,  that  of  Vimeir^  and  shovtly  afterwards 
returned  to  England.  .. 

1809,  March  22,  returned  to  Portugal,  and  appointed  by  the  Prinof 
flegent  of  Portugal,  Marshal  General  of  the  Portuguese  t-roaps.-^  Ma* 
!2,  passed  the  Douro,  defeated  Soult,  and  captured  Oporto.— July  2$, 
fought  the  battle  of  Tajayera. — August  26,  created  Viscount  WeUiugton, 
fiaron  of  Douro,  &c. 

1«  10,  Sept.  27,  fought  the  battles  of  Busaco. 

1811,  May  8,  that  of  Almeida.— This  year  his  Lordship  wascreat^^i 
by  the  Prmce  Regent  of  Portugal,  Conde  de  Vimeira,  and  on  the31sC 
of  July,  received  the  local  i»ok  of  General  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 

1812,  Jan.  19,  Ciudad  iiosirigo  carried  by  storm.~^Aprir7»  Badajoi 
•1  so  carried  by  storm.— July  22,  fougiu  the  battle  of  l^alainanca.-r-TJbil 
year  his  Lordship  was  created  Marquis  of  Wellington. 

1813,  Jan.  1,  appointed  Colv>jiel  of  the  horse  guards,  blue.— June  21, 
fought  the  battle  of  ¥ittoria,  was  appointed  Field  Marshal,  and  the  same 
3fiear  a  J^eight  oltke  Garter.— August  1 1,  the  battle  of  the  Pyrenees.  " 

i8i4,  May  3,  he  was  created  Marquis  Douco  and  Duke  of  WtiUisg* 
ton . ---  A  p ri I  1  Or  battle  of  I'hoO  I ouse. 

1815,  June  18,  BATTLK  OF  WATERLOO. -July  3,  iht  city  of 
Paris  capitulated  to  the  Duke  and  Prince  Blucher— the  Briti^b.dbp4 
'Prussian  forces  took  possession  ou  the  7th.^J.yly  18,  created  Prince  of 
Waterloo  by  th^  fLing  of  tlie  Netherlands. 
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VALUABLE  AND  INTERESTING  BOORS,  SOLD  BIT 

J.BUMPUS, 

No,  6,  HOLBORN  BARS; 

At  Redttceil  Prices.    . 


THE  CIRCLE  of  the  MECHANICAL  ARTS; 

Containing  Practical  l>(*atiscs  on  the  varte^ii*  useful  Arts,  Trades,  anil 
Manufactures,  by  Thqmas  Martin  ;  assisted  by  eminent  ]yrofes8ors. 
One  thick  Vol.  4to.  comprisino;  62^  closely  printed  pages,  in  double 
columns,  and  lUnstrated  by  40  capital  Engravini^s;  Published  at  %. 
IkIs.  1/.  4«.  I'he  Circle  of  the  Mechanical  Arts,  will  be  an  invaluable 
^quisitionto  Geiitlemen  fond  of  Mechanical  Pursuits,  or  who  super-  / 
inttiMl  the  works  in  progress  on  their  oun  Estates,  or  wish  to  be  informed  i 
of  the  Manufactures  established  in  their  own  Neighbourhood,  or  which  \ 
they  may  nteet  with  in  li^eir  Travels;  it  ^\\\  likewise  be  found  extremely 
useful  to  persons  engaged  in  Trade  ;  to  Youths  appreiUiced  to  learn  the. 
Arts  described,  as  ^eil  as  to  Pr.  ctical  Mechanics  in  GeneraJ. 

N.  B.    The  Circle  of  the  Mechanical   Ar|t,  contains. as  much  inform 
'mationas  is  usually  givenjin  £i.;bl  ur  Ten  Vols,  published  ^tfrom  10  to 
12  Guineas,  and  is  considered  by  men  ot  Science,  to  be  not  only  the  ^ 
cheapest,  but  nio>t  complete  work  of  its  kind  ever  oifered  to  the  Public. 

GIFFORD'S    LIFE  AND  CAMPAIGNS  OF 

BUONAPARTE.  incUi<iioi;  (he  Rattlc  of  Waterloo ;  3  Volt.  8 vo.   ~ 
M  Platrt.  Published  at  W.  Sit. 10«  iid. 

HEWETSGN'S  LIFE  AND  CAMPAIGNS  OF   r 

BUONAPARTE,  containing  a  complete  History  ot  the  French  Revolu" 
tion  and  subsei^uent  Wars,  continued  to  the  Battle  of  Waterloo;  3  Vols* 
8vo.  embellished  witi)  near  30  Engravings     Published  at  2/.  8«.  bds.^— ^ 

COOKE'S  Uniform  Cabinet  Edition  of  the  BRI- 
TISH CLASSICS,  Poets  and  Novels  at  hnlf  the  Published  Prices. 

PERRY>i  LITERARY  MUSEUM   and   MA- 

GAZINE  of  CHOICE  PIKCES,  comprehending  nn  interesting  and 
Valuable  Assemblage  of  Historical  and  Biographical  Sketches,  Curioa* 
Anecdotes,  Scarce  and  Valuable  Pieces  of  Antiquity,  Descriptions  of 
Public  Buildings,  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  the  various  Nations  of 
the  Globe,  2  Vols.  8vo.  16  Plattfs,  Published  at  \7s,  bds. 8*.  6d. 

ROBERTSON'S  HISTORY  OP  SCOTLAND, 

with  an  Appendix,  containiijg  Original  Papers,  3  Vols.  iSmo.  fuie  Por- 
irait.     Published  at  I3«.  bds.— —7*.  6J. 

ROBERTSON'S  HISTORY  OF  AMERICA  r 

inctu<Ung  the  History  of  YirBinia  and  New  England,  3  Vols.  18mo, 
]PortF«tv     Published  at  14*.  bds. 8*. 

BLAIR'S  SERMONS,  6  Vols.  8vo.  new  Edition, 

witb-Life  by  Fi<»Iayson.     Pui^Jished  at  \l.  13*.  bds,— 1/.  4^. 

COOKE'S  NEW  SYSTEM  OiF  UNIVERSAL 

GEOGRAPHY,  3  Vols.  4to.  fine  Paper,  numerous  Engravings,  and 
Atlas  of  Maps,  coloured,     Publi«lied  at  6/,  6ft.  bds. 21, 2s.  /: 

^MILY,   a   Moral  Tale,  by  the  Rev.  %KlOT, 

nB^ing  Letters  from  a  Father  to  his  Daughter  on  th.t  njoisi  imporUBt 
Subjects,  3  Vols.  8vo.     Published  1/.  7*.  bds &«.   ,  ^  '      , 

LETTERS,  from  a  Mother  to  her  Daiigliter,  o» 

Moral  and  Keligious  Subjects,  12nao.  bds.-r Ss:  * 
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